ORAL HISTORY OF CARL “RABBIT” YEARWOOD AND JOHN LAUDERDALE

Tape 1

Interviewed by Bill Sewell, Recreation Parks Director for the City of Oak Ridge

February 27, 1985

Interviewer:  Hello, my name is Bill Sewell.  I’m the Recreation Parks Director for the City of Oak Ridge in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  Today I’m speaking with Carl “Rabbit” Yearwood, former Recreation Parks Director with the City of Oak Ridge, and John Lauderdale, a former Oak Ridger and original Oak Ridger in the early days.  Rabbit, how did you acquire the name Rabbit?

Rabbit Yearwood:  Well that was just a happenstance when I was a freshman in high school and I might be giving away my age if I tell you it was 1923 but that’s how long I’ve been tagged with it.  Didn’t have Tennessee Secondary Schools Athletic Association in those days so there was no restrictions on playing outside and some of the freshman and others on the team got permission from the coach to schedule a couple of independent games out of town, one at Sevierville and one at -?Catoola?-.  Now -?Catoola’s?- a little town right out of Lafollette.  And whichever place we went first, everybody was putting their nickname on the back of their sweatshirt, you know the old grey sweatshirts we had to furnish for ourselves.  I said I’ve got no nickname.  What’ll I put on mine?  And a good teammate Harry -?Payler?- said put “Rabbit” on it.  I guess I used an indelible pencil to put it on there because it stayed with me all through my high school and through college.  In 1934, I was 25 years old by that time, and I thought, well, I’m going to Columbus, Georgia to take a job, about time I was getting a little dignity. I’ll get rid of that stupid nickname.  I won’t let anybody know what my nickname is.  The second day I was making tour of facilities with men that I was going to be working with and a boy from Knoxville walked up behind me, grabbed my hand said, “Rabbit, what the hell you doing way down here?”  So since then I’ve just let it run wild and fortunately or unfortunately more people, I guess, know me by Rabbit than they do by Carl.  

Interviewer:  Well I remember one time you got a letter in the mail and it just said Rabbit.  

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah, I’ve gotten a… 

Interviewer:  And it was delivered to the right person.  

Mr. Yearwood:  I’ve gotten a few addressed to Robert Yearwood too.  They didn’t want to put Rabbit so they just put the closest thing they could think of.

Interviewer:  John, did you have nickname when you were growing up?  

John Lauderdale:  Unfortunately I was never dignified by having a nickname.  I don’t remember… One group of young fellows on a survey party for a very short time, called me Curly.  I had more hair in those days, but it didn’t stick, and generally I’ve been going through life devoid of a nickname.  I’m sorry I can’t furnish you one.

Interviewer:  Okay.  Rabbit, why did you choose to come to Oak Ridge?  

Mr. Yearwood:  Well I got involved in the recreation field again by chance in 1929.  I started working with some buddies of mine on a spring program that the recreation department in Knoxville was conducting, Junior Olympics type thing, where we went to a school in the afternoon after school and tested boys on certain skills and encouraged them for more fitness.  Then Bureau of Recreation Knoxville at that time always had a training institute and you had to attend that institute to apply for a job.  You could apply but if you didn’t attend the institute why, you weren’t considered.  During that training period everybody had to make some kind of track project, and having had a little background in lettering and all, I chose to make a poster.  So Director of Recreation, -?Nathan Malison?- says, “Well, I’m going to hire you so you can come in the office in the morning and make posters for my special events and then you can go to the playground in the afternoon and work the playground program and the softball and horseshoes at night.”  It’s just a 14 hour day wasn’t bad for a beginning but I was the highest paid individual on my level of work.  I got 55 cents a hour; everybody else just got 50.  Then the Director left at the end of the summer season and went to Jacksonville, Florida.  The Assistant moved up to his place and his Assistant hired me and another fellow on the staff as his assistants.  I was in charge of the athletic program and -?Mondale Anderton?- the other assistant was in charge of the social activities, picnic, parties and those kind of things.  Then hard times started hitting and we had some shaky times in Knoxville.  We had a program one year, the people, the whole playground staff one summer were on relief programs, where they’d work.  They got a dollar and a quarter work shift per day and most any of them got three work shifts a week. Most of them however just got one, but we had one of the greatest playground programs that summer.  People didn’t have anything else to do anyway so they just worked regardless of whether they were getting paid or not.  We climaxed it by the playground circus and had a parade that was 8 blocks long up the street and charged a big admission of 10 cents and took in $210. 

Interviewer:  Wow, that’s a lot of money back in those days. 

Mr. Yearwood:  It was a lot of money.  It paid for the entire expenses of putting the circus on.  Then it went from one thing to another.  I went to Columbus, Georgia with the Georgia Transit Bureau and from there I came back and operated bowling alleys in Knoxville for 5 years.  Then I went with TVA.  I was with TVA at Fort Loudon for a year and Fontana Dam, in North Atlanta for two years when I came to Oak Ridge, and here I am.  

Interviewer:  Here you are.  And this was in 1945?  

Mr. Yearwood:  1945, I came to work on April the 2nd, 1945.  

Interviewer:  John, what brought you to Oak Ridge?  

Mr. Lauderdale:  I had been an employee for 14 years of the Corps of Engineers, U.S. Engineer Department, and circulated around quite a bit, two or three years on the Mississippi River, sometimes I lived on a boat and so forth, went to Oklahoma and Southwest and particularly went through New Mexico for a little over two years, I guess, working on a flood control dam at the same time that Norris Dam was being built.  I went out there in August 1935 came back to Little Rock District and henceTulsa District which is all in the general southwestern area in 1937 I guess.  Late 1940 I had gone to the West Indies where I lived for three years on one of the islands north of Trinidad.  Then I went out to Trinidad and returned in 1944, worked a little while in an engineering job and Christmas of 1944 I got in touch with a friend who was here and who knew my work.  He was Assistant Project Engineer for one of the projects in what is now the K-25 area and I don’t know whether it was the Gaseous Diffusion Plant he was working on or one of the other two plants but anyway he said come on up, they’re hiring everybody they can find with any background in engineering and so forth.  He said Swift Davis is here and he’s looking for some help in an organization he just set up and I’m sure he be glad to get you, and he get you more working for the government.  So I came up and talked with him and I think I went to work on January 1st, 1945, worked a little over two years for that organization and then several other including Roane Anderson for awhile and Red Bank Engineering for awhile. In 1949 I went to work in -?Maxing?- Construction Company employed there 6 years and then went with Union Carbide in late 1954, retired in 1975 from Union Carbide.

Interviewer:  This question is to both of you.  When you arrived in 1945, and of course naturally you’ve lived here 25 or 30 years, was it difficult to raise a family in this town? Rabbit? John? 

Mr. Yearwood:  No, I think it was rather easy to raise a family.  The facilities were here to, the hospital facilities were here, to start a family or help start a family but they did a tremendous job.  Recreation and Welfare Association was providing all types of recreation for the young and also operated nurseries for the working mothers to leave their children during the daytime.  I think there were probably three or four such nurseries.  And the social recreation activity at recreation centers had Ridge Recreation Hall, we had a teen center up in Jackson Square, had Grove Center Recreation Center, Jefferson Recreation Center. 

John Lauderdale:  Don’t forget Midtown. 

Mr. Yearwood:  Midtown Recreation Center.  

Interviewer:  Midtown is where the Civic Center is located today. 
Mr. Yearwood:  That’s right. It’s right in that general location.  

Interviewer:  And for the purpose of identification, now the teen center that you spoke of in Jackson Square, that was at the old Ridge Hall where the Executive Seminar Center…

Mr. Yearwood:  No, the first Teen Center that I visited when I came here was operated in the corner where, I don’t know what’s in there now, but there was an interior decorating shop in that area.  And it wasn’t there long because it wasn’t shortly after that, that they organized the Wildcat Den.  And of course we had teen activities.  Roane Anderson had some recreation centers, one which is now the Senior Center in Oak Ridge, was originally a center for the people who lived in the trailers in and around the area where the municipal building is and where the Oak Ridge Associated Universities and the High School, all that were trailer and hutment areas.  So they had recreation center there, which was the best that they could offer and operated as a junior high age center first and then a senior high center and operated a senior high center in the old central cafeteria building at Jackson Square, until we moved it to the Den, the Wildcat Den building.  There was a peculiarity about the Recreation and Welfare Association.  It was designated by the people on the Hill you might say, the Manhattan District Engineers, any group that wanted to organize for any purpose had to make application for such an organization through the Recreation and Welfare Association.  The Recreation and Welfare Association if it thought it was justified, presented it to the officials in the administration, and if they approved it, why then we provided for their meeting place and such.  

Mr. Lauderdale:  I might interject, again…

Interviewer:  Okay. 
Mr. Lauderdale:  But this was a security measure because every group that wanted to assemble, they had to have official sanction though because of the security regulation.  Believe me security was observed here and I don’t think there was any evidence of any activity in a democratic society that was a better kept secret than this the secrets…

Mr. Yearwood:  Pretty well indoctrinated you in those days…

Mr. Lauderdale:  You went through indoctrination and coached and so forth…reminded with the periodic lectures and so forth that you weren’t supposed to talk about and surmise and discuss with other people, and just remain silent on this and we’ll let you know in due course 

Interviewer:  So you could live right next door to your neighbor and not know what he or she did? 

Mr. Lauderdale:  Not know at all what he did.  

Mr. Yearwood:  I talked last evening with a man in the parking lot at the lodge hall over in Harriman.  We just bumped into each other and got to talking, and he worked at Oak Ridge, he got to telling me how he worked side by side with a man, never knowing anything about him except his name on his tag and that they were working and doing the same thing, until one day the man’s wallet popped out of his pocket and it plopped open like that and it turned out to be a FBI man. And the FBI man swore him to secrecy right then that he would never let anybody know that he saw that.  So you didn’t even know.  Now the first lady that I employed, for one of the centers, we did have a school, after school program going on in most of the schools, but I didn’t have one at Elm Grove, and the first one I hired was for Elm Grove.  She happened to be an experienced recreator from California.  So she went around her normal training and started canvassing the neighborhood to find out how many children were in the vicinity.  The next morning the telephone rang and I answered it and the voice on the other end said, what’s this lady going around Elm Grove area, going from door to door, asking so many questions?  Well she’s the new Recreation Director at the center out there and she’s canvassing to see how many children and what ages and all and she’ll plan a program for them.  “Well stop it!”  And we stopped it.  You don’t know how many instances just like that, took place.  I mean you, I guess I was well indoctrinated because I’d been knowing people ever since those days and I’ve never even asked them what they did.  

Interviewer:  John, how about you?  How do you, how was it with you to raise a family in those days?  

Mr. Lauderdale:  Oh I raised three children, one at a time, you might say.  They were 5 ½ years apart but they just grew on up.  And I consider that we had a lot of advantages I think here in Oak Ridge that we didn’t have, that other people didn’t have during the same period in many other places.  So I don’t consider that the family production was any difficulty here.  

Mr. Yearwood:  Right from those early days, Oak Ridge has been recognized for its tip-top education system.  So as far as raising your children through the schools, each school playground was equipped with the finest recreation equipment that could be and it’s still there.  I mean, it had to be the finest or it wouldn’t still be there today serving the same purpose it did in 1945, ‘44, ‘45.  

Interviewer:  That’s amazing that you mention that. All of Oak Ridge of course was only supposed to last for 5 years and we see the evidence of all over Oak Ridge, like the playground equipment that was established back in the early days in the ‘40s, and they’re still there and it’s functioning well.  

Mr. Yearwood:  Of course all the material that was purchased and the equipment, which is still in use in the schools, was metal equipment and the schools have taken good care of it, maintained it and kept it in good repair.  Now there were other recreational facilities that were provided, and these were Tot Lots, and in every place there was a shade tree and a group of houses or surroundings that shade tree, there was a Tot Lot consisting of a form having two swings, a chinning bar on one end and two seesaws on the other end and a sandbox and a bench for Mama to sit on.  And there were 125 of these located in or around the residential area.  So everybody had those.  In addition to that there were picnic areas within the greenbelts all the way from Ashland playground to the extreme west, as far as the west went at that time.  The picnic tables were in there, the fireplaces were in there.  Right back of us over here in one of those trailer camps was a picnic area with a shelter, ovens and we had playgrounds over there for a couple years, as long as the trailer camp was still there.  And when they started to put this present shelter out there, they got to looking around and they found one of the concrete fire pits that was there in the original days of Oak Ridge.  Nevertheless, back in those days you didn’t buy rubber home plates where you bought, then you made wooden plates.  And we made some pretty good ones then and we painted them white entirely.  And, shortly after there used to be a baseball field right up where the museum is, and shortly after we had moved into the new municipal building, and found that the back parking lot wasn’t sufficient and they started to build an addition to the back parking lot.  I was in my truck with one of my workers and we rode by and where they had grated the bank off, one of the white home plates fell out, and I knew what it was, see.  He didn’t.  I said yeah there’s one of my home plates back there.  Run back there and get that.  He came back and said, Oh it was an old, white wooden home plate.  I think that the Recreation and Welfare Association, as far as leisure time was concerned, did as complete a job.  We had to.  People were, in by, 75,000 people, were in behind a chain link fence and they couldn’t get out without proper identification or couldn’t get back in without proper identification.  Gasoline was the premium.  We couldn’t get out and go joy riding, so they were captive audiences.  And as a consequence, everywhere we had playground, we had a young population of a lot of children and recreation centers filled with young adults, no old adults.  I mean if you saw a man as old as me and John walking down the street he was some kind of a freak, you know but… 

Interviewer:  he follow as ???? 

Mr. Yearwood:  but then the school system and the hospitalization system and police and fire systems, it was a model town as far as raising your family was concerned.

Mr. Lauderdale:  You speak of all those that Tot Lots and so forth, remember that all those, the number you mention there, that went in essentially what is now the cemestos housing area.

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah, that’s going right up the back of my house on ???? Road.

Mr. Lauderdale:  And we didn’t have all these West Village, you know the west end and Emory Valley and all that stuff of course wasn’t developed, so what he said was concentrated in a relatively small area.

Interviewer:  You know you mention the cemesto, I need to tell you this little tale.  I was in California back in 1970 and I was driving down the freeway and this advertisement came on the radio, and they were talking about a new building material that was just sweeping the countryside.  And I was interested in that, and I kept listening to the radio.  It finally came out that it was cemesto sweeping the country in California.  Of course we had had a cemesto houses in 1940 in Oak Ridge, and that sort of tickled me.  We were talking a few minutes ago about the age of Oak Ridge and both of you arrived here about in 1945 and ironically this year, in 1985, we will be celebrating the 40th anniversary of one of the nicest recreation facilities that we’ve had in Oak Ridge, and probably still one of the nicest in the southeast, and that’s our Municipal outdoor swimming pool.  I know that both of you were heavily involved in the early days of the municipal swimming pool and John, I guess you were in the design and the construction end of that.  Could you talk a little bit about the early municipal swimming pool?  

Mr. Lauderdale:  I was interested, participated in writing this specification for the contract to build the school.  I didn’t design it…[break in tape]… and the piping system was designed by Mr. Milo Martin who was an employee of, I believe, Tennessee Eastman Corporation.  And John A. Johnson Company of New York City was the contractor that took the contract.  It was built with very little supervision.  If there had been an inspector, I guess it would have been I, and I did very little.  I was entirely engaged in other things, and this was built in 1945.  Now when it was concreted and put in operation there was no filter plant to go with it.  The site had been occupied, I was told, the previous year, as Carl has mentioned, the need for all kinds of recreation was so desperate they activated what had been, I thought, a pond. 

Mr. Yearwood:  Manmade lake, yeah.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Yes, it was somehow arranged.  Now, recent conversation with some of the residents from that area there, and I was told that it wasn’t a pond, it was a, they determined, a part of a spring.  The spring, now there might be a spring under that pool, but the main spring, that I have always thought of, was outside and flowed into it.  But they use as a swimming hole you might say.  They tried to keep it, with some help, activities by loading it with…

Mr. Yearwood:  Chlorine?

Mr. Lauderdale:  Calcium hydrochlorite, in large quantities dumped this into there, well of course the filth in the pool, and stirring up the bottom and so forth, solved the immediate in short order and it wasn’t a sanitary pool, I’m sure they used it as a swimming pool.  And also, the year 1945 activities, after it was concreted, we had no filtration plant, so therefore it was impossible to keep the chlorine up to standards.  It got pretty green with time as season was over so that….

Mr. Yearwood:  Well our system at that time, Bill, was we bought liquid chlorine by the gallon jug.  And we had a row boat and one lifeguard, with a pair of swim fins, would swim along and pull the row boat and another lifeguard, sitting on the back of the boat, would pour in the chlorine as we went along, as soon as they got through traversing back and forth they’d take another reading at the starting point, and it’s almost time to put chlorine in again.  So it’s almost a constant operation to keep it chlorinated.  Of course, as John says, it wasn’t the most effective method, but it was a method which served its purpose at that time.  Now the reason that we had no chlorination system, we had everything except the valves, necessary valves, because we, just like everything that went on in Oak Ridge at that time, had number one priority to anything that Oak Ridge needed.  So, and that’s one reason that you see three different distinct types of filter tanks at the swimming pool.  We couldn’t get all of the standard….

[Side 2]

Interviewer:  I’m talking with Carl “Rabbit” Yearwood, former Recreation Director for the City of Oak Ridge and John Lauderdale, a long time Oak Ridger, who was very instrumental in the construction days of the City of Oak Ridge, as well and the Municipal Swimming Pool.  Today is February 27, 1985.  Rabbit, you were talking about the filters, would you like to continue with that?

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah, well since we turned that tape, John kind of corrected me a little bit and I stand corrected.  I know that we didn’t have a filter system in operation that first year.  Since he mentioned it, I can’t visualize any tank sitting over there.  And I know that the main reason that the program hadn’t gone in as soon as it should have, the filtration, was that the valves were missing, and it took us until the next swimming season to get the tanks in place and the valves. Correct me further John.

Mr. Lauderdale:  As I commented earlier, the piping system was designed by Milo Martin, and he was an employee in the Y-12 area. And these International Filter Company the, INCO filters, six of them, were in buildings there, and I don’t know the numbers of them, but they were put in as supplemental filters or in-line filters with the water that the Y-12 plant was using from the filtration plant, which was completed then, and still exists as the water supply plant for Oak Ridge and to the plants. Those filters were running in sequence you might say, with the main filter plant, and having run them for several months, they experimented by backwashing, then one day, they got no pressure drop through them and they backwashed them and they got nothing out of them, so they, obviously they didn’t need them.  And so Milo Martin helped scavenge them out of the operation of the plants.  They weren’t needed there so he got them for the swimming pool.  When they analyzed the, made the calculations for the filter surface necessary to take care of the volume of water that they had to turn over for one time a day, or whatever it was to meet the minimum standard, they were still short of filter space.  And they didn’t have any others to scavenge, so they got those two tanks and I put concrete in the bottom of them made of cinders from the old steam plant down on the Turnpike there, hand sifted the cinders to get the ashes out of them and made as best I could, low-strength concrete to put in the bottom and bought the nozzles and had the pipes made up to make the filters out of those tanks.  Now one of them, we found, could get a lot more surface by laying it horizontal and that’s the reason one is horizontal and one is vertical.  The vertical one is not long enough to get more area out of laying it horizontal.  

Interviewer:  Do you remember the turnover rate that you were achieving back in those days? 

Mr. Lauderdale:  No I don’t remember.  It seems to me that, I think that, the volume of that pool is about 2 ½ million gallons, isn’t it?  

Interviewer:  2.1 I think they calculated, 2.1million. 

Mr. Lauderdale:  That would, it seems to me that there was a one-a-day or two-a-day or something like that, turnover in the total volume, total capacity of the filters there.  We got, made velocity measurements in the discharge.  I remember we got one motor for, I think there’s just one large motor in the pit there, isn’t? 

Interviewer:  We have two now.  

Mr. Lauderdale:  Do you?  

Interviewer:  Two motors. 

Mr. Lauderdale:  Did you put a second one in after...

Mr. Yearwood:  No, it was several years after that, that we put in the second.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Okay.  But it started out with one motor I think, and that was requisitioned by the government from Huntsville Ordinance Works and since shipped up here by mobile freight I think.  I remember that particular thing because we believed it was supposed to ship it in order freight, and they shipped it LCL rail freight and we had to wait a long time.  We got the chlorine injection apparatus set in it and I went down, I was down there by myself one night, foolishly went down into the pit there and got some chlorine poisoning.  And I spent a night in the hospital under an oxygen tent.  Didn’t get any lasting injury out of it, but it was a silly thing to do, because I went down when I was there alone trying to adjust something in the injection chlorine or something like that and it had a leak in it I think and anyway…. 

Interviewer:  I think you’re talking about the dry well as we refer to it now.  I think I remember a time that when the pool completely flooded, the hillside washed down into the pool, and we had to drain it and clean it out and so forth.  We had to change the screen and that’s where the screens were located, down at the bottom of that drywell and it was completely filled with water.  And we had to go down and change the screen, and you couldn’t see your face in front of your, hand in front of your face with a mask on, and Rabbit probably remembers those days.

Mr. Yearwood:  I remember, you and I were the only one down there one night.  You were doing the dive and I was doing the praying. 

Interviewer:  That was an unreal experience.  A question about the irregular shape size of that facility, that’s a 2.1million gallon facility, I had entered a competition so to speak.  I challenged the rest of the country, at one time, that we had the largest 14-sided pool in the world, and I didn’t get any takers.  Do you know why we have such an irregular shaped size pool? 

Mr. Lauderdale:  The shape was primarily made to fit the hole and Harper saw the possibility of getting a one hundred meter course through it, for, he visualized the uses for competition, and he set the platform over 25 meters from the straight-away aim of the, from the side by the diving board, and the other course was a little less excavation, we got the 100 meters, and so it was made to fit the hole that was already there.  There was very little excavation.

Mr. Yearwood:  Well, that was another reason to fit the hole to avoid evacuation I mean, 

Mr. Lauderdale:  excavation

Mr. Yearwood:  if they’d made it smaller they would have had to bring in a lot of dirt to fill in and they just didn’t believe in moving dirt in those days, I mean. If the hill was there, go around it, if the hole’s there, use it.  

Interviewer:  Could you, was the spring then, the spring that we’re presently using now to feed the water as our primary water source, was any calculation done back in those days as to the origin of that spring or the reliability of that spring? 

Mr. Lauderdale:  No, the spring had been there quite a while.  Well it was there, it existed, and I don’t know that any effort was ever made to discover the source of that water.

Mr. Yearwood:  No, not at that time.  We did, at that time, use it as partial replenishment water.  In other words we had a pump and a cylinder of chlorine right there and pumped the water up into a pipe out into the pool and it used to be a lot of fun for the kids to get under that pipe with the cold water coming out.  But, in later years, and I forget just what year, that they were, but there were years when Colonel Britton, Bill Britton was Civil Defense Director.  He envisioned making the swimming pool a reserve water supply in case of crisis.  At that time a study was made and they came up with one or two days in the year that the spring wouldn’t furnish that much water.  So on the basis that it wasn’t 100%, they turned the proposition down.  However, a few years after that, the good old gentleman’s gone now, so they can’t punish him for it, but we wanted to use, well it was when we transferred our operation from Office of Community Affairs to Management Services Incorporated, that the head of the department that was over the municipal operations discovered that the city water bill for the swimming pool was tremendous and he was determined to pipe the water around and run it through the filter system and use water from the spring as purified water not just direct. So being a policy that any work order that went over $2,000 had to be sent to the Hill for approval we dug a ditch for $1,995.  We laid the pipeline for $1,995 and we backfilled and landscaped for $1,995.  It was quite a number of years after that. 

Interviewer:  I think that practice is still going on. 

Mr. Yearwood:  That an official noticed our building over the spring.  The fence had covered with vines, had covered that building, and for this official, we took all the vines off, and the official all of a sudden realized that there was something over there under a shelter and what was it?  That’s the spring that we get the water from.  But just like getting the pieces to fit them together to make the swimming pool we fit the pieces together to make it more effective.

Interviewer:  A couple of years ago we were noticing, the Recreation Department was noticing, that we were losing about 140 thousand gallons of water a day and naturally over a little over an acre of surface area you’re going to have quite a bit of evaporation and you’re also going to have spillage, splashing for the kids, but we were still losing a considerable amount of water and it was calculated that we were losing about 140,000 a day.  Do you know what the make up of the bottom of that pool might be even today? Do you?

Mr. Lauderdale:  No, I have no recent knowledge and I really didn’t do any study for the original pool, so as Carl said, I’m confident that in 1945, when we filled the pool we just filled it out of the water main of the city, the government was buying all of it, the government owned everything….

Mr. Yearwood:  That’s right, in other words, the water main’s was, I mean cut off valve is up on the street right above…

Mr. Lauderdale:  I don’t know that we even used any water out of the spring the first year.

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah we did because I had to go down and manage the pool and from the first of August on….

Mr. Lauderdale:  And you were taking water out of the spring…

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah we used some water.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Okay.

Mr. Yearwood:  But whatever water the spring was providing, well, we ran into the pool.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Well we, I have always assumed that the bottom of the pool was possibly on Tennessee clay or ordinary soil such as you find on a hillside and so forth here.  The bottom of the concrete section of it was scattered with a rock base for the slabs and left seams in the slabs so that the water could soak down and just anticipated taking the loss whatever the seepage was.  Now some of the, in talking to some of these older people, and all of them are women, who lived in that area that fellow, who owned that house.  Mr. Cross, yeah, Ethel Cross.

Mr. Yearwood:  Ethel Cross.

Mr. Lauderdale:  He had a I think someone, I think Mr. Norton, lived in it and managed his farm or something and Mr. Queener.

Mr. Yearwood:  He had a log cabin down right next to the big spring

Mr. Lauderdale:  Well now she says…

Mr. Yearwood:  I don’t know who lived in that or whether it was a summer resort, or…

Mr. Lauderdale:  No I think these people that lived there worked for Mr. Cross and so forth and they thought that that was a deep bottomless pit there.  I mean I think they’re somewhat…

Mr. Yearwood:  No since you brought that up it reminds me of my observation through the years and it backs it up.  My, from some other source, I had learned that the pool was built below the water level, and anytime that I remember, if you got the water down to zero you had water coming up through the cracks.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Well right.

Mr. Yearwood:  Now, if that waters coming up through the cracks, its got to have somewhere to go or its going to float the concrete pool

Mr. Lauderdale:  Right. 

Mr. Yearwood:  So I never worried about that water coming in.

Mr. Lauderdale:  That was the reason for leaving the openings of the pouring of slabs in segments, with openings between them was to keep that from, and if you pump that down, I believe we have pumped it down.  Lets see, I had practically nothing to do with operation of the pool once that filter plant was completed, but I think if you pump it dry, it will fill up over the winter, back to a certain level, about four feet below the skimmers.

Mr. Yearwood:  Back to where the holes were in the wall, and the water down to that level would seep out through the holes in the wall in the….

Mr. Lauderdale:  okay

Mr. Yearwood:  You know in the…

Mr. Lauderdale:  You know, much more about that than I did, because I had nothing to do with operation.

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah, I had to worry with it for 22 years.

Mr. Lauderdale:  I know that, the purpose for, the reason for building the pool with the open bottom was to keep the slabs from floating if it got below the creek level.

Interviewer:  Well even to today, if we still have a heavy winter, heavy rainy winter, the water table is extremely high and when we drain the pool in the spring we see indications of the water coming back through the cracks in the bottom of the pool.

Mr. Yearwood:  It’s a…question that I think that has to be because if you have to close that pool in to where it can’t drain back in, you’re going to have to make some provision for pumping that water out before it -????- back. 

Interviewer:  That’s a good point.  

Mr. Yearwood:  I never considered it.  I never thought about it being a spring or a series of springs down there.  I thought that it was for some reason that this other spring up above it was seeping water down and it’s coming up and this might be it but….

Mr. Lauderdale:  It is in the flow line of the original creek, I think, that ran out of that spring.  I think the original stream that was there before the pool was built ran through that same area.

Mr. Yearwood:  I’m sure it did.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Yeah so it would naturally fill up…

Interviewer:  We used to have hot water there at the outdoor pool did we not, many years ago?

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah and for reasons we had hot water and nobody ever used it.  We never forced anybody to, the only time we ever forced anybody to go through a shower was when we first opened that pool and we had temporary bath houses at the end where the refreshment stand is now.  We had a chute that people had to go through and it was through a cold shower.  And it’s a wonder we didn’t have a lot of broken arms and broken legs cause everybody took a deep breath and started running. So really, we ran a community that, had pretty good health practices, health habits and it was a matter of having two more people stand and say, you go take a soap shower or you don’t go in the pool or letting them go as they came.  Then the Health Department saw no problem with it.  Then one year we started to have the boiler repaired it and we were almost in the position of having to purchase another, so officials said just take it out.  We took it out and turned it into a guard room, guards change clothes in it.  We never had any complaints from anyone that they couldn’t take a shower before going or coming out.  Not only did we do away with the hot water, we also did away with the foot bath everybody was suppose to wash cause in the foot bath they were risking life and limb, trying to step around it to keep from stepping into the water.  And in addition to that, the grass on their feet, coming in from the beach, and walking through the foot bath, kept that from where at, the foot bath was more apt to cause them a problem than it was for them to cause anybody else a problem.  So we concreted it in so people could walk safely from the bath house to the pool. 

Interviewer:  You might, both of you might have read recently in the Oak Ridger the concern that the City has as far as the future of the municipal pool.  We’re experiencing some areas, primarily recirculation, filtration concerns, water loss, high use of chemicals and we’ve just had a consultant look at our facility and give some recommendations to City Council regarding the future of the municipal swimming pool.  Do you have any comments about this as far as would you like to see it maintained in its present state, and just refurbish It, or do you think it’s time to maybe redesign it totally?  I know I have my own personal feelings but I’d like to hear ya’lls comments on what you might think of the future of the outdoor swimming pool.

Mr. Yearwood:  Well having been one of its first managers, supervisors, that’s joking, I had to go down there because Ben Martin had to go to the hospital for an operation but, 22 years of struggling with it myself.  I know that the cost has increased year by year but personally I’m in love with the old facility.  You can’t be married to something for 22 years without getting some affection for it.  

Interviewer:  Sure. 

Mr. Yearwood:  I know that the cost is going to be tremendous.  I know that there are a lot of Oak Ridgers who have the same feelings that I do. Perhaps some of the swimming groups, even within the present structure, would like to see some additions made that would offer more possibilities for conducting big swimming meets or having training sessions, but, there’s something about the pool that is just Oak Ridge.  And maybe some day everything about Oak Ridge will be erased, I mean, but if we can redesign and redo the present configuration as it is, I would be all for keeping the facility, the present facility, rejuvenated, rather than dividing it up into other areas.  I know that if you were going to build a pool today you wouldn’t build one like that.  That was built for a particular time and it marks a particular time in the history not only of Oak Ridge but the state of Tennessee and the United States. It’s a part of one of the greatest times that this country has ever been forced to go through and it’s a symbol of if you have to do it, you can do, and we had to do it and it was done.  It was built the second day of April, and we opened for business on July the 4th, not completed, had water in it, people happy to get in and take that cold shower and hit it…I realize that you wouldn’t build a pool like that today and wouldn’t have built it like that at the time it was built, except the hole was there lets fill it up with concrete and put water in it, without having to haul all this dirt in to fill around.  

Interviewer:  So your vote is to keep it like it is? As much as possible?  

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah, that’s what I… Of course I’m prejudiced.  

Interviewer:  John, very briefly.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Well I of course my association and my thoughts about it now are clouded with nostalgia.  I had something to do with it way back when.  Since I’m not even a citizen of Oak Ridge now it might be inappropriate for me to try to, and I’m not a pool designer and so forth.  It was built for a situation that existed at that time and I would have to concede to present day malices of the economics and so forth of the project.  I would say that I think that if you built a pool today of the size that could be supported by public subscription to it, public use and so forth, I would think that those filters and maybe some of the equipment and so forth around there could be used.  Now I read that the -????- frames said they’d have to scrap all that and I would have to know for sure whether they would make any money by scrapping and buying their stuff, because we’re still using the same filters over yonder in the water plant on the hill that was used at that time.  And I suspect that those in so far as they are worth something as filters, they might be large enough to take a smaller pool that could be supported with it.  Certainly, you don’t have the, you don’t have the population here that was there then.  Many people all over town have swimming pools and have said let the neighbors use and so forth that they won’t pay the admission fees for the pool, so I think my comments are just not worth anything.

Interviewer:  John, I want to thank you for coming this afternoon and Rabbit for sharing some ideas and comments with us.  Again this is February 27, 1985 and we’ve been talking to John Lauderdale and Carl “Rabbit” Yearwood.  Thank you both for coming down.

Transcribed:  November 2005

Typed by LB
ORAL HISTORY OF CARL “RABBIT” YEARWOOD AND JOHN LAUDERDALE

Tape 2
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Interviewer:  This is Bill Sewell, Recreation Parks Director for the City of Oak Ridge.  Today is March 5, 1985 and I’m talking to “Rabbit” Yearwood and John Lauderdale, longtime Oak Ridgers and early Oak Ridgers, about the recreation programming back in the 1940’s.  John, Rabbit I appreciate you coming down today.  The leisure services, as what we refer to them today was originally under the direction of the Recreation and Welfare Department.  Could someone, Association, excuse me.  Could someone explain what the Recreation Welfare Association was?

“Rabbit" Yearwood:  I’ll attempt it and I’m sure John will jump in and add a word or two as we have in this free discussion.  Recreation and Welfare Association was an organization set up by the Clinton Engineer Works, the builders of Oak Ridge, which in turn were under the Corps of Engineers which was overall our, you might say, Oak Ridge development in every way.  The way they accomplished this was to set up Recreation and Welfare Association which was to be a self-sustaining organization and to operate under a council or a committee or a….

John Lauderdale:  It was called a recreation council, which was made up of representatives from the operating contractors.

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah, some of those were American Industrial Transit, Roane Anderson Company, Dupont, Tennessee Eastman, Berkeley, Union Carbide and it seems like there might be, well, the Army had a representative on that I believe, because they participated in all the major city wide activities.  I’m not sure.

Interviewer:  Was Union Carbide a member back in those days or were they …?  Mr. Yearwood:  Union Carbide operated K-25 there.  Dupont operated Oak Ridge National Lab area and Tennessee Eastman operated Y-12.  Berkeley…

Mr. Lauderdale:  Berkeley operated another separation plant.  It was another alternate method of separating the U235 isotope, in addition to the gaseous diffusion and the electromagnetic separation at another, and all I know, I know a little about the principle of it except that they call it the steam separation, and it was evidently unsuccessful because, see the electromagnetic separation was the one that could produce a high enough enrichment to get the reaction.  In other words, the two bombs that were used, the only two that have ever been used in combat, were Hiroshima and Nagasaki, were made from the products from the Y-12 plant.  Effectively the gaseous diffusion, as of that moment, was not considered capable of producing a high enough assay to be used in explosives. And, later on it was upgraded, perfected and developed and it supplanted the electromagnetic because of the ???? bomb similar to what the other methods. Now the centrifuge and the laser acted on processes are on the horizon as far as replacing the gaseous diffusion.  

Interviewer:  John, did council, and Rabbit, the council that you spoke of a few minutes ago, the recreation council, was that a governing body?  Did they have the authority to make rules and impose fees and so forth?

Mr. Yearwood:  Yes, they, the council formed the operating unit known as Recreation and Welfare Association, and employed an executive director to manage the operation of the Recreation and Welfare Association.  Then he set up the operation methods we had within recreation.  We had a physical recreation department, a social recreation department, a nursery school.  We had nursery schools.  We had recreation centers, which were mostly under the direction of the social.  They sponsored dances.  Then they had the money making operations to offset the cost of participating activities.  And, I think we touched on most on the first tape.  We had movie theaters.  We had the Ridge, Central and in Jackson Square area, and at Midtown, one at Grove Center and one in the Jefferson area.  John, did we have one at Wheat, I mean at K-25 area?

Mr. Lauderdale:  No.  Wheat operation was separate and R&W never did have any activities there.

Mr. Yearwood:  Only one time.  That was at Christmas and I had to go out there and play Santa Claus.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Oh did you? You know something that I don’t.  They had a, I would think, limited, we went and discussed it several times, I don’t think we ever had any organization.  They had a school….

Mr. Yearwood:  I remember just before it happened -?Temp?- Jerrel and ???? and Shep Lauter and I all went to inspect the old Wheat High School with the possibility of taking it over as a recreation facility.

Interviewer:  Where was that located?  Wheat High School?
Mr. Lauderdale:  Well if you, do you know where the road…

Mr. Yearwood:  Route 137…

Mr. Lauderdale:  From Highway 58 out there and goes over to Blair, goes through that road.  About a few hundred yards off of present Oak Ridge Turnpike, Highway 58, there’s an old brick building.  There was a church in there and a crossroads store, and a building that I believe was used for what they called in those days, a ?teachery?  That was the place where the assembled teachers for the consolidated high school could keep a collective residence.  Many of them were single women, some married women and I guess a few men.  Mostly the teachers in those days were women and they would have a, well they run their own ???? facilities, living...

Mr. Yearwood:  This was pre-Oak Ridge.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Yeah.  That was pre-Oak Ridge of course.

Mr. Yearwood:  But that was…

Interviewer:  I think I know the area you are talking about, as you just turn right on Blair Road and just right around in that pine thicket over there on the corner, right.

Mr. Lauderdale:  The building itself was redwood…they had a good size school now, on the other side.

Mr. Yearwood:  The school is what we...

Mr. Lauderdale:  Other side of the road and it was back in where the trailers residences or whatever they had. 

Mr. Yearwood:  That school was the elementary school, now.  The other school that I was talking about we were about to take over for the recreation center, was what I thought was the Wheat High School.

Mr. Lauderdale:  It was Wheat School, I assume it was high school.

Mr. Yearwood:  It might have been Wheat School prior to Oak Ridge.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Yes.

Mr. Yearwood:  Which they had built a new school within that trailer area, which was the largest trailer area in the whole operating… wasn’t it?

Mr. Lauderdale:  Seemed like there was, I have the number 17,000.  I don’t know whether that was population or... 

Mr. Yearwood:  That’s about right because I think there’s somewhere between 7,000 and 8,000 trailers.  Of course, I know they had bowling alleys down there, because they bought some old bowling alleys out of Knoxville from a place that I used to operate in previous years.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Well they had a merchandising area I guess you say.

Mr. Yearwood:  Oh yes, shopping area.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Shopping area and gasoline filling station, you know, and things like that but that was down the hill.  Now this area that was where they had the school and all the trailers and so forth, was on the high ground you could say...

Mr. Yearwood:  To the left of the...

Mr. Lauderdale:  Something like immediately off to the left of where the Blair Road takes off but on the other side of the Turnpike.  These other buildings were down nearer to the plant area, and they were operated by the same people.  I couldn’t, Howe Sharon ????Alexander, Frank Tucker, the man that was in H.T. Hackney, I’ve forgotten what his name was, and I believe the Chrysler Plymouth Dealer in Knoxville was Cunningham, something like that.  Anyway I think there were six partners in this ????

Mr. Yearwood:  But any recreation that was carried on in that area was carried on by J.A. Jones I guess, because I know that the first time I came to Oak Ridge, to come by to investigate a job, it was with J.A. Jones Company, and their headquarters were located along that 58 and, everything looked pretty promising until I says, at the end, well now how about some housing?  And his answer ended the conversation.  I went back to Fontana and waited until something else came up which was Recreation and Welfare Association but... 

Interviewer:  You were talking a few minutes ago, maybe on the other tape, when Oak Ridge had 75,000 people estimated at one time, back in the early 40’s.  I would imagine the recreation facilities support for 75,000 including the shift workers and everything else, did we have recreation programming going around the clock?

Mr. Yearwood:  We had it going around the clock.  K-25 I know for instance, right where the entrance to Downtown is now, or about where Moby Dicks could be, from there back up to where the first Baptist Church is now, in that area, we had two softball fields, known as Farmer’s Market #1 and #2.  They were assigned to K-25 and they had shift leagues.  They had a league when that particular shift was working, then when they worked at 4 o’clock, well, they played in the morning prior to going to work, and ones that came off, say 11 to 7 also played morning leagues.  I mean wherever that shift, whatever time they worked determined what time they played that week.  And, I would say that K-25 probably had somewhere in the neighborhood of 60 softball teams playing on those two fields.  Of course Pinewood, present Pinewood Park was, I guess the original top grade softball park, and they had one at Elza, which is now Milt Dickens Field.  They had two administration fields located back of the Administration Building.  One of them I guess had a helicopter port built on it and that’s still there, plus we had two softball fields there.  We had a softball field in back of the Jefferson Tennis Courts that the girls and women used exclusively at that time.  We had Oakwood Baseball Park, which is now you know what… 

Interviewer:  Carl Yearwood.

Mr. Lauderdale:  I’ve heard about that.

Mr. Yearwood:  We also had a #2 baseball park just up from that, kind of in dead center field from it, that was first used for a practice purpose and then used a little later as a starting field for the boys’ baseball program in Oak Ridge.  Now, right off I can’t think of any other softball fields.  

Interviewer:  Rabbit, with all this activity and 75,000 people, how did you have a, did they have a maintenance crew to maintain these fields at night and what about movie theaters, were they open twenty-four hours a day? 

Mr. Yearwood:  Oh, movie theaters were open early morning until late at night, because they were almost round the clock, because people were working, and there were more people working on each shift then than work now in all ???? So you really had three populations to provide for.  Going back to softball, X-10 had their own leagues, Y-12 had their own leagues, and we had city leagues like fast pitch and slow pitch and most every type of softball, and the baseball teams they tended to have are about equal to the lower class professional league, they had some real fine ball players. 

Interviewer:  Is that the old Pioneer team?  

Mr. Yearwood:  No this was the... 

Interviewer:  Prior to that... 

Mr. Yearwood:  ...league but teams from each operator.  AIT had a team, ???? had a team, Y-12, X-10, I mean it was a league.  Now the Pioneers were one team, one pro team that played in a league with other cities.

Mr. Lauderdale:  That was professional? 

Mr. Yearwood:  That was a professional league.  But the early leagues that we had in Oak Ridge were about comparable in playing ability as that Pioneer league, but when the population dropped so much baseball gradually faded out of the picture as far as local sponsorship of individual teams was concerned. 

Interviewer:  About when did the population drop from a peak of 75,000+, when did you, do you all remember an approximate time when the population really started decreasing?

Mr. Lauderdale:  Oh it started decreasing, I’d say within two or three months after the Hiroshima drop.  I guess the Japanese surrender; I don’t know the month that was in, was it October ’47, ’46?

Mr. Yearwood:  ’46.

Mr. Lauderdale:  The European surrender was in the spring, after the April offensive, and the other was in…

Interviewer:  So you started seeing a decrease in the population in Oak Ridge?
Mr. Yearwood:  I would say over night.

Mr. Lauderdale:  They began to, just right off close or stop construction, the first thing was affected was construction.  Like Rabbit said the other day, a fellow had his hand up in the air he didn’t skip a nail he just put his hand in the air.  All construction, all further development ceased.

Interviewer:  John what did you do out at, in the early days in Oak Ridge?

Mr. Lauderdale:  Well, I was in charge of the maintenance caretaking along the R&W facilities, janitorial of course, of the buildings and some kind of caretakers for the outdoors, rather meager, but wasn’t ever satisfactory but we had such a … and also I had supervision of the beer sales.

Interviewer:  I want to talk to you about that in a few minutes.  I had a feeling that you were going to bring that up.  

Mr. Lauderdale:  Well I don’t advocate very much because I am certainly not ashamed, but I had such an opportunity.  Really the facts are such that when I, if I could really quote the facts they would sound like tremendous exaggerations.  Shall we go into that? 

Interviewer:  Yeah I think we’ve got a few minutes on this side of the tape.  I’d like to talk about that beer sales?  

Mr. Lauderdale:  The reason for the excessive sales was that through the military, we had access to military allotments, and we could make a contact with breweries in this area, that is, the area of St. Louis, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh and so forth.  This was territory that they would rather sell to for consumption within the continental United States than sell it to the military and ship it over seas, because they had a potential for building up trade territory, you know, for post war.  I was told that the first money that actually came into the Recreation and Welfare was that they got a carload of beer and sold it.  Now that was before I arrived, but I believe they sold it from that old recreation business down in Jackson Square.  

Interviewer:  Now you’re talking a carload, you’re talking about a train carload right? 

Mr. Lauderdale:  Yes.  

Interviewer:  Not a carload automobile.  

Mr. Lauderdale:  Not a highway car.

Mr. Yearwood:  One day sale.

Mr. Lauderdale:  And we did a tremendous business.  I believe I covered that in the other tape the other day, about some of the quantities. 

Interviewer:  What was the price of beer back then?  

Mr. Lauderdale:  Only one that I specifically remember was Erdley 92, made in ????, it was shipped in the steinic bottle and it was $2.65 plus a deposit of 75 cents on the case and box. 

Interviewer:  $2.65 for a case? 

Mr. Lauderdale:  $2.65 for a twenty-four-bottle case.  I believe that Berger sold for something over $3, and we had several other brands and we sold them, Weideman’s Royal Amber was one, and Narragansett, I think all the Narragansett came in that military.

Mr. Yearwood:  I think that’s what we buried out there in Gamble.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Yeah, that of course was Rhode Island Brewery, I know but from the Cincinnati area we had Fabarosa, was a Red Top Brewing Companies premium brand.  Champagne Velvet was brewed somewhere in Indiana I believe, and seems to me we got something out of St. Louis…..and seems like we had one from Evansville.  Since I have no records or anything it’s strictly memory.

Interviewer:  John, did the revenue that was taken in from the beer go to offset in the R&W program?  

Mr. Lauderdale:  It went right into the revenue of the R&W program.  We had a welfare payment and there was a welfare organization that dispenses, and I don’t know the individuals in it, I did know at the time, but we turned over and seems to me like $2,500 a month or $25,000 a year or something like that. We also published the Oak Ridge Journal newspaper, and it seems to me that Major Bill Bonnet’s sister was head of the welfare organization.  I’m not sure.  I know she worked for some, see these other entities such as the newspaper and the welfare and nursery school were somewhat operated independently.  I didn’t have anything to do with the maintenance on their buildings they were somewhat removed and rather obscure to the... 

Mr. Yearwood:  Money to operate went to them?

Mr. Lauderdale:  We just turned the money over to them and they spent it.  We didn’t kind of keep their check registers and so forth.

Interviewer:  Do any of you recall, or you might not have been involved in it, but do you recall what maybe the budget was for the R&W program?  I’m sure it was probably broken down into several different areas but…

Mr. Lauderdale:  Oh, I just don’t know.  I worked on it and I abhorred it.  It was a terrible thing to work on, but it seems to me like it was several hundred thousand dollars.  I think I remember that the wholesale revenue from the theater was $100,000 for one year but it was up in the $100s total.  Of course we had some minor revenue like charging for dances and things of that kind that furnished for certain activities, minor income, but the motion picture theaters and the sale of beer were the two large producers.  We had a few concessions, for instance, a man had a popcorn stand at the Center Theater.

Mr. Yearwood:  At every theater.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Well, at Center Theater and Jefferson Theater.  He was from Cookeville.  I can’t remember his name but he paid us $1,075 a month for the privilege of running those popcorn stands and he had one at the Midtown Beer Tavern.  He thought that was going to be a good deal to sell popcorn to go with beer.  It was a total bust entirely….

[Side 2]

[gap of blank tape]

Mr. Lauderdale:  He was from Cookeville and he sent his brother down here. His brother was older than him, and he didn’t have anything very much to do, I think, and he came down here to run those popcorn stands.  Now the one out at Jefferson Theater never made very much of a profit.  See he had these three locations there, Jefferson Theater, Center Theater and Midtown Recreation Hall.  He soon closed the one up at Midtown.  The Jefferson Theater was never popular and it didn’t pay his popcorn business very much more than operation of it. 

Interviewer:  For the benefit of those that might listen to this tape, the Center Theater is now the Oak Ridge Playhouse in Jackson Square and the Jefferson Theater is used now by the Oak Ridge Dance Studio and it’s still located on Jefferson Circle.  And of course the Midtown Theater is where the Civic Center is located, in the general vicinity, okay go ahead.  

Mr. Lauderdale:  He paid his brother for operating it and he told someone, and it came back to me, that he declared as income for that year, in 1946, $9,000 for himself.  So you might say that that one popcorn stand paid $1,075 a month concession fee and the cost of labor and cost of supplies and cost of manager, whatever he paid his brother, and he paid him $9,000 out of that one popcorn stand, because the Jefferson one would just about break even and the Midtown one closed up after about two months of operation. 

Interviewer:  You know as a child, I remember I could go to the Center Theater on a Saturday, and for a quarter I could go to the Center Theater for 9 cents and see a couple of movies, a serial of cartoons and also buy popcorn and cokes because the cost of popcorn was not too expensive.  He must have sold a lot of bags of popcorn in those days to make that kind of profit.

Mr. Yearwood:  Everybody went into the Center Theater with a bag of popcorn ‘cause they’d go up and buy, everybody stood in line, nothing to do except eat popcorn while waiting at the ticket office.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Someone else had a popcorn machine down at the bus terminal.  And whoever that was I’m sure did alright ‘cause it was a lucrative business.

Interviewer:  The bus terminal you’re talking about now is located at French’s Plaza or Security Plaza?  

Mr. Lauderdale:  That’s right in that same area.  

Interviewer:  Did we not have two bus terminals?  Main bus terminals in Oak Ridge in those days?

Mr. Yearwood:  Jefferson and Jackson Square.

Mr. Lauderdale:  The Jefferson was down in right there, it’d be on the right, right hand side of the Jefferson Avenue as you go up.

Interviewer:  And that’s where all the buses would drop the men and women workers off?

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah, that was a transfer point.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Transfer point.  I’ve heard that number 900 buses that were operated here.

Mr. Yearwood:  I wouldn’t be surprised because if you go out anytime and get on a bus, at first, I understand, you just got on it, and that was it you rode where you wanted to get off and you got off.  Later they started charging a nickel, to get on and ride as far as you wanted to or transfer.

Mr. Lauderdale:  I think that was after the war.

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah.

Mr. Lauderdale:  After the war, after the armistice was signed.   But they had buses that ran to Maryville, Tazewell, and I guess down halfway to Chattanooga.  I don’t know just where all they did run, I’m sure it went up past LaFollette.

Mr. Yearwood:  There were an awful lot of independent bus drivers, bus operations in those days of Oak Ridge.  But I remember when I first came in 1945, my family was still living in Fontana, North Carolina and I’d go up there on the weekends.  But I would, on Saturday, I would, if I didn’t get away before the shift change, why I waited until after the shift change and all the buses were off the highway before I’d start to go to Knoxville.  I mean it was a long straight line. And we didn’t have four lane highways at that time.  We had one little two lane highway between here and Knoxville that went this way, or this way, or this way, zig zagged a good bit, because in those days, they were built, they had to build it out by John Jones, and that’s fictitious name, owned by Jimmy Smith, or somebody else, whereas today they build them straight but...

Mr. Lauderdale:  We did have one road, what is now 62 into Knoxville was built during the war and later.  It wasn’t completed until about the time the war was over as I remember.

Mr. Yearwood:  That started out as a two-lane road, it’s still two lane.

Mr. Lauderdale:  And the 25W road was completed out to Clinton by the time the war was over.  They were working on it in, and then the four lane highway was completed.

Mr. Yearwood:  One of the main routes into Knoxville was the 62 and the Clinton Highway which was, both of them were, two lanes, 62 to Knoxville now is a two way traffic highway, isn’t?  It’s not four lanes…?  

Interviewer:  No it’s... 

Mr. Yearwood:  It’s two lane but... 

Interviewer:  Certainly the engineers that designed Oak Ridge are to be commended because of the hindsight, I guess, as far as developing the Oak Ridge Turnpike.  Do you recall if the Oak Ridge Turnpike, of course there probably was not as many cars back then, because they had buses transporting the workers around, but do you remember it being heavily used, even back then?

Mr. Lauderdale:  Oh yes.

Mr. Yearwood:  It was the only thoroughfare.  Tennessee Avenue catches a lot of traffic now.  I notice Emory Valley catches a lot of traffic, and it’s broken up now, but it couldn’t have handled in those days what the thoroughfares in Oak Ridge handle now.

Interviewer:  Were there bike trails back in those days, Rabbit? 

Mr. Yearwood:  No. 

Interviewer:  I know there were trails connecting communities or streets.  

Mr. Yearwood:  There were not trails, there were board sidewalks.  Through a lot of the green belt area so that the walking distance from upper Meadow Road, I mean take for instance an example, you could walk down the other side on the board walk and come out back of Chapel on the Hill and then on down into Jackson Square.

Mr. Lauderdale:  These walks were built by laying two logs down, you see, and then about three-foot boards across them.  And they were controlled by the logs laying three feet apart and then boarded transverse to them.

Interviewer:  Now they were primarily used by the neighbors… 

Mr. Yearwood:   …residents…
Interviewer:  …to and from, going to and from shopping and...
Mr. Yearwood:  …going to and from wherever you wanted to go.  They were boardwalks to walk on.   For instance one of the most spectacular fires that anyone ever saw was over on the landfill.  When they got through gathering up all the boardwalks in Oak Ridge and laying concrete and blacktop sidewalks, they had all those boardwalks stacked up over there, and they decided the easiest way to get rid of them was to burn them.  And that was some fire. 

Interviewer:  I bet it was. 

Mr. Yearwood:  You take a network of boardwalk that covered the, not all of Oak Ridge now, but all of Oak Ridge as it was then, and you had quite a few feet of boardwalk.

Mr. Lauderdale:  I lived on the corner of Georgia Ave and Gordon Road which is about half way from Townsite to Outer Drive, and there was a board walk that went down by Blankenship field, down through the woods there, on the east side of Blankenship field down to Jackson Square.  That’s how my wife would go down to buy groceries at the Community Store which was beyond… 

Mr. Yearwood:  Where Lyn ?Stringler? now has a store?

Interviewer:  That’s where the old Jackson Hardware used to be?

Mr. Yearwood and Mr. Lauderdale:  Yeah.

Mr. Yearwood:  Jackson Hardware went in there after.

Mr. Lauderdale:  After the Community Store went out.

Mr. Yearwood:  But, in those early days, gasoline was rationed.   People couldn’t go many places, and the places that they could go, they couldn’t drive up that gasoline a lot within city driving; so you walked places.   And they tried to put a walk, I guess every place that indicated that somebody was taking a shortcut.  

Mr. Lauderdale:  And people just didn’t have cars.  I didn’t have a car. 

Mr. Yearwood:  No didn’t have cars.

Mr. Lauderdale:  I had a car in 1940 when I went to the West Indies and left it with my wife in Chattanooga and she came down in the middle of ’41, in June or something like that, but she sold the car, sold it for $300.  She came back a year and a half later, went and asked the boy about buying it back from him, and he said he’d take $900 for it.

Mr. Yearwood:  That kind of reminds me of the time that Chuck Davis got the fleet contracts with Ford and Chevrolet.  He was quite a... 

Mr. Lauderdale:  …organizer.

Mr. Yearwood:  Organizer and a man that took care of his people that worked with him.  And he negotiated, he was sharp enough to negotiate with both Ford and Chevrolet for a fleet contract.  And he lined everybody up in sequence of who got the first car, the second car, and second third car, and on down, whether it was a Ford or Chevrolet and whichever one it was that came in, why that’s the one we took.  I’ll never forget it.  Took it on the condition of their present vehicle. And I was the head of the list, except for the man ahead of me, and he didn’t have a car at all.  So you can imagine what I was driving around.  But yeah, I was offered almost double for the car that I got without anybody, without the man in the ??? ever seeing it.  He just said I’ll give you X number of dollars for a brand new Ford. 

Interviewer:  Now was this a R&W car or was this…? 

Mr. Yearwood:  No this was a personal car that, R&W paid mileage for the use, for a personal car for the individual.  R&W couldn’t get automobiles either.  But a good way to get a job with R&W was to have a car.  I mean you going to have to get around on the job, was to have a car, and help pay for your mileage.

Interviewer:  This is kind of off the subject but I think its interesting, with the types of houses that we’ve had here in Oak Ridge, and the cemestos, and you mentioned that about cars, the pecking order so to speak to get a car.  What about houses?  How was that arranged? 

Mr. Lauderdale:  That was by allotment to individual companies, organizations. 

Interviewer:  People that moved to Oak Ridge just automatically did not move into a house.  They had to have some, I guess status at one of the plants, did they not?

Mr. Yearwood:  And, size of the family decided a lot of it.  In other words, John said, each operating unit in Oak Ridge, Recreation and Welfare, Y-12, K-25.  They had so many houses assigned to them.  And of course they had more houses assigned to them than Recreation and Welfare had assigned.  And I have another personal experience with the housing proposition.  I first lived in a little flattop out on the east, East Arrowwood, out overlooking Milt Dickens Softball Field.  Came time that I was eligible for a new little house that was built up off of Louisiana.  But it was too small.  Well, they didn’t have any cemestos in Recreation and Welfare that were available at that time.  So they negotiated with Y-12 to swap houses.  They’d swap a B house on a ??? road for this little new house off the corner of Louisiana up near Lasalle.  That’s the way I got a first B house.  I think there were a lot of things that entered into who got a house, and the size of the house that you got was dependent almost entirely on the size of family you had or the clout that you had.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Yeah that was, how you ranked with your...

Mr. Yearwood:  Well this is the way whole society works today, in private industry today, the man that’s got the clout gets the biggest benefits.  I mean that’s just the way things happen.  But there were, as I say, allotments for each plant, for each operating contractor.  I’m sure J.A. Jones had so many, and, what was the operating company, I mean contracting company that operates that place right up back of where the Municipal Building is now?  Seems like… the name begins with S.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Construction company?

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah, that still...

Mr. Lauderdale:  Stone and Webster?

Mr. Yearwood:  Stone and Webster.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Yes.

Mr. Yearwood:  They had so many houses.  But none of them had the houses that the, I mean the number of houses, that those who had more employees had because, but as you say, if you didn’t always have a house when you came to Oak Ridge.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Generally, the...

Mr. Yearwood:  I came to Oak Ridge and I was here 8 weeks before I had got a house.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Generally, the operating contractors had preference over construction companies.  I mean say J.A. Jones may have 5,000 employees but they wouldn’t get as many as one of the operating contractors who had permanent, more permanent status.

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah.  Because most of them, contractors, their employees migrated into Oak Ridge by choice.

Mr. Lauderdale:  They were craft units.

Mr. Yearwood:  They were craft units and I know when I was stationed at Fort Loudon Dam in Lenoir City, right at the end of the time we were getting that job finished, men in Lenior City were migrating to Oak Ridge to follow their craft. They didn’t know what they were doing over here. One of the safety officers over there bought him a bus and he started transporting them when they got so many. And so I think the craft people more migrated into Oak Ridge on a daily basis.  And the population would have been twice that I guess because there’s at least as many people migrated into Oak Ridge as lived here permanently.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Oh yes, I’d say so.

Mr. Yearwood:  I mean worked here.  That’s because, the way I understand it or always heard, I don’t know, a lot of hearsay gets blown up and all, but the working force in Oak Ridge was 75,000 people.  That meant that if there was 75,000 in Oak Ridge there are a goodly number coming into Oak Ridge from outside for work on a day-to-day basis.

Interviewer:  Now those workers had to come through the strategic gates that are still intact, in some instances, throughout Oak Ridge.  From a historical standpoint would you all like to see the City maintain the old guard shacks or a least one as far as…?   

Mr. Yearwood:  I don’t know where any original guard shacks exists.  

Mr. Lauderdale:  No.

Mr. Yearwood:  These guard shacks like you’re talking about on the Turnpike going into the K-25 area? 

Interviewer:  Right. 

Mr. Yearwood:  They’re not original. 

Mr. Lauderdale:  No they were built...

Mr. Yearwood:  The originals were right at the gates. 

Interviewer:  On the east end of town out at Elza? 

Mr. Yearwood:  …east end of town.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Elza…

Mr. Yearwood:  Edgemoor, over the Edgemoor Bridge.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Edgemoor Bridge, and up at Hilltop, it wasn’t a four lane road but there was...

Mr. Yearwood:  There was a two-lane road coming in that way.  And the Governor himself can’t, tried to come through the gate up there one night without an identification badge, and he said “Boy, I’m the Governor”, and they said “I don’t care who you are Governor, says you can’t come in.”  But no, these are... 

Interviewer:  I know that they’ve been remodeled and smaller... 

Mr. Yearwood:  No those were built just like they are.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Those were built…

Mr. Yearwood:  At the time it took the restrictions off of Oak Ridge... 

Mr. Lauderdale:  When they opened the town, they built that one at Y-12, the one over at Kerr Hollow, the one out here on the Turnpike.  I worked with ??Tom Wentback???.  I didn’t work on those things, but I worked on some other jobs for him at the time when he was doing it.  He was the contractor for building those concrete ????

Mr. Yearwood:  Those were built after the original guard, basically.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Those were built in 1948.

Mr. Yearwood:  Yep and then they took the other gates down in 1948 and started restricting everybody.  And there was a greater restriction to go through those than it had to be to come through these out here. In other words a man that worked a K-25 wasn’t supposed to go through that gate and going out the other gate to go fishing.  The only thing he was supposed to do was to go through that gate to go to work.  Previously they’d had a badge to get on, right on through that area and out the other end without any hesitance or restrictions or nothing down there.  Of course they lowered those restrictions, took the guards off them entirely, and anybody’s free to drive that open highway now.  

Interviewer:  Do ya’ll remember the open sesame celebration in 1948?  

Mr. Yearwood:  Oh yes.  

Interviewer:  That was...  

Mr. Yearwood:  I got a few pictures of them stashed away somewhere.  

Interviewer:  We had some VIPs, didn’t we, come to Oak Ridge that time, movie stars or... ?

Mr. Yearwood:  Movie stars I forget now.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Yes I forget who they were. 

Interviewer:  That was a big gala event.
Mr. Yearwood:  It was quite a big event.  Who cut the ribbon? 

Mr. Lauderdale:  Somebody, some celebrity.

Interviewer:  Back to the, if I may…   Were you going to say something?
Mr. Yearwood:  Well, we dealt a good bit when we started talking today, about outdoor facilities.  But I think to gain a feeling of the immensity of the whole recreation field, we should talk about some of those other activities that went on indoors. Of course the Recreation and Welfare Association had first call upon usage of school athletic program fields or facilities, after the schools used them.  We operated neighborhood community centers in every school that was in existence at that time: after school programs, early evenings say 8 or 9 o’clock.  We used all the gymnasiums.  We split the scheduling of teams into school facilities.  I guess we still do. 

Interviewer:  That’s a benefit that a lot of people probably do not understand, that it started back in 1948 or earlier than that, and we’re very fortunate that we continue that relationship with the Oak Ridge Schools because we do sublet the gymnasiums and so forth after 5 o’clock in the afternoon and this is kind of unique I think, still…

Mr. Yearwood:  It is unique.

Interviewer:  …in the country today.

Mr. Yearwood:  All the years that I’ve been to conferences, recreation conferences, I find that more and more are trying to get a relationship with the schools to use.  A lot of them do, but there are a lot of them that are still striving to get that working.  The people pay for the facilities and the schools use it which is fine, but then they lie idle x number of hours which is wasted money.  So, well, Recreation and Welfare had an advantage that all the rest of them haven’t had and that is that the powers that be, on the hill, said it shall be this way.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Same owner owned the schools and owned the Recreation and Welfare.

Mr. Yearwood:  That’s right and now, don’t get me wrong, it wasn’t all smooth sailing.  In some schools it was great, in others we had a little friction every once in awhile.  Either with the classroom teacher objecting to her room being used as the arts and crafts project after school hours or the physical education teacher only encouraging the gymnasium for his gymnasium use or the principal not wanting people running in and out, but by and large it was a close knit cooperative thing.  I know I didn’t mean to say that these people fought the idea they were just a little bit more prone to call your attention to some little something that had happened.  And too, it was what made it work so great was the cooperative attitude of the custodians of the building.  They knew where the first permit was going to be.  They were at the door to let that group in and that group had to be there as a whole to get in, because he’s going to lock that door until their time to leave and the time for the next one to come in, and he went right on doing his work.  Now, if a custodian hadn’t been willing to alternate their working plans in order to accommodate us, we’d have had a difficult time.  We might have to employ somebody just to be the doorman to let people in and out.  

Interviewer:  That’s the problem that we’re running into today.  Custodians have so many additional duties that they can’t be there…  

Mr. Yearwood:  That’s right.   In those days they had far more custodians, I’m sure they have today.  I can see where it would be a problem.  Now also, of course we had the recreation centers and youth centers too that have constant programming going on all the time. We had bowling alleys, 10 bowling alleys at Central called Central Bowling Alleys.  They were under the... 

Interviewer:  I remember bowling there.  

Mr. Yearwood:  You remember where they are at.  I can’t think of what’s in that building now.  That also was the sight of the first youth center that I visited upon coming to work at Oak Ridge.  Then we had bowling alleys at Grove Center.  We had bowling alleys at Jefferson.  We had bowling alleys at Midtown. And bowling was a big, big double shift in every alley every night and…

Interviewer:  I’d like to talk to you a little bit further about the various indoor facilities and maybe expand on the outdoor facilities again the next time we get together but we’re running out of tape on this particular segment.  John, Rabbit, I want to thank you again for participating in this taping and we’ll try to close it out at this time.  This is March 5, 1985.
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Interviewed by Bill Sewell, Recreation Parks Director for the City of Oak Ridge
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Interviewer:  Today is March 14, 1985 and I’m talking with John Lauderdale, a longtime Oak Ridger and Carl “Rabbit” Yearwood, former Recreation Parks Director for the City of Oak Ridge and longtime Oak Ridger as well. I’m Bill Sewell, Recreation Parks Director for the City of Oak Ridge.  John, this is not really recreation oriented or related but could you share with us some information that you have, regarding some early businessmen in Oak Ridge and how they came into being and are any of the early businessmen still around in Oak Ridge today, that were here back in the early ‘40s?

Mr. John Lauderdale:  I speak from memory about some of the early business people of Oak Ridge, and many of them had prominent business enterprises here that were conducted by and owned by Knoxville businessmen.  For instances, in the grocery business, furnishing food for this population, there was a Mr. Frank Tucker who was President of J. L. and Smith Milling Company, Mr. Julian Morton who was President of H.T. Hackney Company of Knoxville.  The people operating facilities here in Oak Ridge was Mr. Horace Sherrod who operated the Community Store in Jackson Square, one of the main business grocery dispensers for the town; Mr. H.M. McKinnon who operated the, managed the Tulip Town Market in Grove Center, another very large retail grocer.  As to what their business relations were other than owning stock in some of the enterprises here, also was Mr. Doug Cunningham who was a Knoxville Buick Dealer, and I believe, maybe another Mr. Morton who was with the Morton McCreary Chrysler Dealer.  I’m not sure what his relation to the Julian Morton would be, with H.T. Hackney.  Also a Mr. Ed Harris of Knoxville, and I don’t remember his affiliation but it was given to me when a friend ???? a few days ago.  There were some things other than the very large swimming pool that Oak Ridge could claim or alleged that they had and were notable, and one was the Tulip Town Market in Grove Center.  Mr. McKinnon told me one time that the total number of square feet in that grocery store including the two floors, was ranked very high in the size of the stores like that in the south.  Now you must remember that grocery stores as of World War II time were definitely not comparable to 1985 food markets, supermarkets.  They were very much smaller. They didn’t carry the very large number of commodities and they didn’t carry the number of brands.  An ice cream company operating in Oak Ridge was the Taft Moody All American Ice Cream.  Taft Moody had been an All American Football player at the University of Arkansas and he got into the ice cream business as a subsidiary of the Pet Milk Company, I believe, and the Pet Milk Company had a large operation in Greeneville I think.  Now, Moody’s ability to make a very high quality ice cream which gained notoriety in the immediate neighborhood, and even in Knoxville, was that he had unlimited access to allocations of sugar and butterfat, both of which were regulated by the War Department, or the Control Board which I don’t remember the name, but whereas other on-going ice cream companies had to water down their product to economize with these, particularly the sugar and the butterfat ingredients, Moody going through the War Department here at Oak Ridge, and the Manhattan District had unlimited quantities and Taft Moody brought.  Vaughn Moody told me that one time, that they had more business going through a little hole-in-the-wall operation, which at that time was located in Jackson Square between the drug store and Samuel’s Haberdashery.  They had two floors and they made the ice cream in the basement in a freezer.  And they sold it through an upstairs of very limited space and you had to walk in and get it and they just had room to serve you and get back out, that’s about all.  You didn’t have time to or room to sit down and eat it.  

Carl Yearwood:  John, a lot of people might not quite understand how did you get even the narrowest space between Jackson Square Drugstore as it is today and Samuel’s.  Jackson Square Drugstore was originally much smaller on the corner and expanded and took over the space that had been occupied by Taft Moody.

Mr. Lauderdale:  That is correct.  Those stores were different size then to what they are now.  All of these people were very influential in getting the supplies because of their affiliation with Knoxville companies where then they got the supplies here to Oak Ridge.  Now the Mr. Sherrod who operated this, what at that time was a large market at Jackson Square, but also the A&P Store operated there during the war and I believe they were...

Mr. Yearwood:  Located where Watson’s is now.

Mr. Lauderdale:  That’s right.  It was in that building and they were recruited by the managers of the people interested, Manhattan District people invited them to come in because of their access to food.  

Interviewer:   I was going to ask, now that you mention that, I was going to ask, of course today we have the free enterprise system and anyone who wants to open a business, and it’s zoned properly, and they themselves have done a market study, and they think it’s profitable to open a business, they would just jump right in and open it.  I would think that back in the early 40s especially under the tight security of Oak Ridge when it was being developed, did the early businessmen pioneers, did they have trouble securing business spaces or, did they have to have special permission to open a drug store or grocery store or how did that work?  Do you remember?  

Mr. Lauderdale:  Well it’s my feeling that they were recruited by the management of the Manhattan Engineer District.  Those people who were concerned with the community affairs would go out and recruit people who had access and had ability to furnish, and to get supplies.  Take the case of H.T. Hackney, they were a very large wholesale grocer distributor and they also had exclusive right to Stokley VanKamps’ products, which had canneries up in East Tennessee and many other things.  Then as I said the J. Allen Smith Milling Company and of course all the various cereals that they milled, I just point this out to say that the early Oak Ridge was dependent upon business people of the community and Knoxville in particular.

Interviewer:  I think it’s kind of interesting that they would recruit and I say they, the government, the Manhattan District Public Affairs, would recruit businesses to come into Oak Ridge but they chose to handle the beer sales themselves, is that not true?

Mr. Yearwood:  Not exactly.  I think the beer sales came as a result of the desire to provide a recreation program in Oak Ridge and to provide a source of revenue so that it could be self sustaining.  I thoroughly believe that H.T. Hackney, they had a way of, they did the biggest grocery business in this part of the country, already, and I’m sure that even the additional business, knowing what restrictions there were on what was going on, I would imagine that they had ways to cover and hide all the business that they did in Oak Ridge in any report that might become sensitive.  I had an uncle, superintendent of traffic on the Southern Railway, and he knew that he sent a lot of freight trains into Oak Ridge, loaded.  He knew that he got a lot of empty cars back but he never knew how that all happened.  Because he said usually if you send something in, they’re going to make something that’s got to be shipped back out, but they never did ship anything back out.  And I imagine that H.T. Hackney got a lot of food stuff in to their line of business and a lot of it out without anybody knowing who, why or where.  They just had, well, after all, the Manhattan District Engineers, I guess you could say, they recruited the recreational formation, the formation of Recreation and Welfare Association as to provide the service of recreation to the people that were in Oak Ridge and more that were coming to Oak Ridge.  I doubt very seriously if anybody will ever be able to tie all the details together.  I doubt if they will ever be able to unravel all the details that took place.  I think it’s great that we can take one little segment and that we’re primarily interested in, and that’s the recreation that was furnished to 75,000 people behind a wire fence, and no gasoline to go anywhere on vacation.  You had to keep them happy.  And I think we did a very good job of it.  But all these services to the people, were to make it a livable condition.  I’d say most of the people that lived in Oak Ridge lived in trying circumstances. Wouldn’t you John?  Living in trailers, I mean, you know.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Yes, they lived in... 

Mr. Yearwood:  Hundreds and hundreds and thousands of trailers.

Mr. Lauderdale:  …difficult conditions.  A great many of the parks were those where they had community bathhouses and sleeping quarters only in the habitation.  One example that I recall, my father who lived in Mississippi at the time wanted to send me a package.  And he took it to the Railway Express office to send it to Oak Ridge and they told him they wouldn’t take it because they had no Oak Ridge.  He convinced them somehow that something that I had said about the size of the -????- or something like that, but I finally went to the Express office and he tore off a sheet off of a pad that he had which had what he called a block number on it and said send that to him and he’ll take the shipment.  That was the way, that was one of the examples of secrecy or the lack of knowledge of this Oak Ridge town.

Mr. Yearwood:  I think it’s interesting to know the year before the secret of Oak Ridge was let out, when it became worldwide, Rand McNally’s last map of the United States before that event, had Oak Ridge on it with the population of 75. 

Interviewer:  75.  

Mr. Yearwood:  It was just a spot on the map.

Interviewer:  You know that same uncertainty of where Oak Ridge was located still occurred back in, 20 years later, ‘cause when I was going to school at Middle Tennessee, I would have to put, and I was hitchhiking back and forth, that’s when hitchhiking was safe, but I would hitchhike back and forth to Murfreesboro, and I would have to put Nashville on my sign because no one knew where Murfreesboro was, and when I was coming back home, I would have to put Knoxville, because they still didn’t know where Oak Ridge was.

Mr. Yearwood:  Bill, I’ve traveled a little bit since my retirement.  This happens a lot of time before my retirement.  Somebody asked me where I was from and I’d say Oak Ridge and they say where’s that? I mean they don’t, people today have forgotten 1945 or never knew 1945.  Of course, its historical part in world’s history.  So we, in Oak Ridge, think that, boy, everybody knows about us and that’s not true.  Everybody doesn’t know about Oak Ridge, and you say the Atomic City.  It’s getting to where you say the Atomic City now and they say, What?  

Mr. Lauderdale:  Maybe more of them know it as the energy center.  

Mr. Yearwood:  John, I think there’s one other business that so far as my understanding is concerned, that the Chevrolet place down on the east end of town was first Reeder Chevrolet and evidently is still in and out and under control of Reeder Chevrolet.  They change the name down there a lot of times, Cherokee, and I know that’s a family trademark ‘cause they use to have Cherokee Oil Company and might still have Cherokee on it.  What is it now? Courtesy? 

Interviewer:  Classic, I believe.  

Mr. Yearwood:  Classic.  Well Chevrolet has model Classic someway or another, but it was one of the first businesses and... 

Mr. Lauderdale:  There was a difference in the name.  The Knoxville current club Reeder, the patriarch of the clan that owned the present Reeder Chevrolet Company but they operated this company in Oak Ridge under the name Reeder Motor Company and Lefty Branham was the first manager.  He’s still an Oak Ridge businessman.

Mr. Yearwood:  And come to think about it, Lefty, wasn’t he in the construction business or something afterwards?

Mr. Lauderdale:  Afterwards, yes.

Mr. Yearwood:  And you see this little shelter up here in the park, Lefty Branham donated the labor to construct that shelter, and I suppose that he was a member of the Rotary Club. 

Interviewer:  I believe it was the Kiwanis Club. 

Mr. Yearwood:  Kiwanis Club at the time and Kiwanis Club furnished the money, the City furnished the area and Lefty Branham furnished the labor and materials to put it up.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Last I knew of him he was a part-time fisherman and he went down to the Hiawassee River where he had a trot line and brought back a tub full of catfish and I was lucky enough to get two of them.  One thing that might be interesting to those who know something about the Army, the military had a rule against naming anything, any locality or facility and so forth for a living member of the military.  And by subterfuge the people named this center in Grove, the Grove Center here, of old General Groves who was the Major General and head of the Manhattan District, but they used a reason for naming that Grove Center was…

Mr. Yearwood:  The big grove of trees.

Mr. Lauderdale:  They had a big grove of trees, which is between the recreation hall and the crossroads down there, somewhat of a... 

Mr. Yearwood:  One of our official, I mean, first community parks ever used was Grove Center Park and it’s located by the Carbide Credit Union.

Interviewer:  Is that the K-25 credit union? 

Mr. Yearwood:  In that general area.  We had a big grove of trees there.  I mean mammoth trees and picnic tables.

Interviewer:  Wasn’t there a big house there?  

Mr. Lauderdale:  Yes, there was a very large house.  There was one which I voted in other aid that owned by a man named Ethel Cross.

Mr. Yearwood:  Ethel Cross, yeah.

Mr. Lauderdale:  And he had a grocery, had a furniture store, I believe, in Clinton on the main part of Clinton. 

Mr. Yearwood:  I think that’s right, I think that’s right.  He was. 

Interviewer:  I remember that was a beautiful house. 

Mr. Yearwood:  Oh yes, a mansion.  Well, Ethel Cross’s daughter still lives in Clinton and his daughter and... 

Mr. Lauderdale:  Name is Hixson.

Mr. Yearwood:  …my first wife were cousins, or maybe not first cousins but however it was because my first wife’s mother was a Cross.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Man named Fred Norman, man that presumed to manage the farm and lived in that house and his daughter is Mrs. Queener who lives in Clinton now.  She lamented to me not long ago that if they ever tore that house down, of course, she said it was the finest house she ever lived in.  So she had a very nice house…

Interviewer:  Let me ask. You mentioned Grove Center was named for someone.  What about the other names here in Oak Ridge, how were their names attached?

Mr. Yearwood:  Like what? 

Interviewer:  Well... 

Mr. Yearwood:  Robertsville Junior High School?  

Interviewer:  Well that’s a good example.  

Mr. Yearwood: That’s what it was, Robertsville.

Mr. Lauderdale:  That was an existing consolidated high school. 

Interviewer:  Okay.  Throw that one out then, let’s see.  How about Jackson Square?  How about the streets in Oak Ridge?  Does anyone want to talk about that?

Mr. Lauderdale:  Well evidently Skidmore, Owings and Merrill, I think were the town architects selected by the Corps of Engineers.  They devised the system of naming the main avenues for states, beginning with Arkansas, and then the streets leading off these arteries, starting them with the same letter that the state had.  This was a very beneficial and very efficient way to acquaint a lot of strangers and wanderers, because everyone in Oak Ridge was a newcomer but the system that they devised for naming the streets and off streets and so forth, lanes for dead end streets and roads for circular or continuing access, I think it’s a good system and it has served well.  And I suppose they still use that system in the names, and name a place, I mean a ‘lane’, and ‘place’ for dead end and short and smaller.

Interviewer:  I know they tried to continue this consistency in the Planning Department but because of the new developments and the location of the new subdivisions in Oak Ridge they have to alter from that just a little bit but I believe they have pretty well maintained the alphabetical…

Mr. Lauderdale:  It’s been a good effort.

Mr. Yearwood:  Emory Valley has maintained it, I mean, Woodland has maintained it.

Interviewer:  If you line everything up on a north south basis, of course, the old Oak Ridge used to be basically east-west, everything east and west.  But now new subdivisions are occurring in the southwest or the southeast quadrant and it’s…

Mr. Yearwood:  And it’s confusing to that extent but once you get to a street in Emory Valley that begins with “D”, you know that all the streets crossing or leading off from it are going to begin with a “D”. 

Interviewer:  Right. 

Mr. Yearwood:  So once you get in the neighborhood that you want to be in, then the alphabetical assistance comes forth.  Now all the friction in Woodland area, they run across that before they ever did Emory Valley because Woodland was constructed before Emory Valley.  They named those main thoroughfares after universities.  

Interviewer:  The only exception to this rule, I think, is the road that I live on right now and it is Mason Lane.  And Mason Lane is the last road going west out next to the guard shacks and I don’t know how in the world they got Mason Lane off of a “W” street.  That’s probably the only fluke I guess that there is. 

Mr. Yearwood:  Well...

Interviewer:  Let’s talk just a moment about, well, getting back to these facilities and their names, how did Jackson Square get its name?  It used to be Townsite, did it not?

Mr. Lauderdale:  No I don’t believe that it was ever.  Jackson Square was Jackson Square as far as I know back.

Mr. Yearwood:  But I guess Townsite was a kind of... 

Mr. Lauderdale:  Region or something.  And then they had Town Hall was a building there back then that still exists as... 

Mr. Yearwood:  …as Bank of Oak Ridge and the law firm in it, used to also where the law firm is facing... 

Mr. Lauderdale:  Tenkucky Building now isn’t it?

Mr. Yearwood:  Tentucket or something. 

Interviewer:  Right on the corner of Tennessee and Kentucky. 

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah, and a lot of newcomers to Oak Ridge might not realize that one of the original fire departments was located in the south end of the building.  

Interviewer:  There used to be a two story fire building because I remember as a kid we used to go up where they slept and slide down the brass rail.  

Mr. Yearwood:  That’s right and they kept fire trucks down below.  

Interviewer:  Are there any other names that come to mind that…any early pioneers that are still around today? 

Mr. Yearwood:  No, I was trying to think of one undeveloped recreation is Haw Ridge.  Haw Ridge is at Haw Ridge, so it didn’t gain that name from anything except the fact that that park is located on Haw Ridge.  

Interviewer:  I’ll give you another good example, but I think let’s continue this on the other side of the tape because we are just about to run out of tape here…

[side 2]

Interviewer:  ...how certain names are attached to certain facilities and one thing that comes to mind is Blankenship. 

Mr. Yearwood:  Blankenship Field is named after the first Superintendent of Education of schools in Oak Ridge.  I think I got that right.  He was first Superintendent of schools. He came in and set up the school system, I can’t recall his first name right now. 

Interviewer:  While we’re on that subject... 

Mr. Yearwood:  I think he was also first president of Oak Ridge Lion’s Club. 

Interviewer:  Oh, is that right? While we’re on that subject, of course we’re making this tape in the Civic Center Clubroom and we have a room down the hall, the Shep Lauter Room, which was named after a long-term, long time Oak Ridge resident as well as a recreation employee.  Rabbit would you like to… 

Mr. Yearwood:  Well of course, Shep came to work in Oak Ridge in 1944, and it was my good fortune to, I guess, become more closely related work-wise and friendship-wise with Shep than any other one, because the friendship and closeness that started in 19--, early in 1945, ran through 1983, no he died in early ’84.  Shep was a remarkable man when it came to dealing with people,  particularly young people.  Shep had no prior training of working with young people except he did coach athletics at a school there in ?Met McCauley? School in Memphis, I mean Chattanooga.  I know our friendship started because one of my first jobs when I came as director of playgrounds, I’m director of, supervisors of playgrounds, was to make a survey of all the areas that we were going to operate as playgrounds that year, which happened to be 22 locations and all of the Tot Lots which happened to be in 125 locations, inspect each one of them and turn in work orders for each one of them to be completed for the summer season.  They handed me a map, and Shep to guide it, and there’s always a standing joke because maps weren’t too easy to follow in those days and we’d be driving down and Shep said “you’re supposed to have turned right there.”  So that was always a gag, “you’re supposed to have turned right there”, but we finally found all of them.  I mean, this is a start of a long term relationship.  Shep worked more in adult activities in those early days, and I guess you’d say he was assistant director of adult activities, adult athletic activity.  But then they opened the Wildcat Den Youth Center in the, now my years are getting mixed up, I forget whether he was in the, no, that’s right, he never managed, supervised Club Fiesta.  He supervised in the Wildcat Den, and he was a natural because he had respect for youth and in return the youth had respect for him.  Then Club Fiesta which was then for Junior High kids, now is the Senior Center.  Shep went to that facility when they closed the Central Recreation Center in the old Central Cafeteria and was there till we built the new facility, the Civic Center Recreation Building where Shep moved and supervised youth activities for, well, from 1970, I guess a little over a year before he retired.  Did I say Shep had a great confidence in the young people?  He coached and directed Shep Lauter School, Baseball School, for years and years from 1945, I guess, when we first organized it until, oh, up in the ‘60s.  But Shep used to have complete understanding of young people, particularly the boys.  If they did anything like, you know, having a little swig or two before they came to the building, there’s a strict rule against it.  If you came there with the smell of alcohol on your breath, it was an automatic two weeks suspension.  And Shep didn’t have to say it.  All he did was slap two fingers of his right hand on his left wrist and they’d say “see you next week”, I mean, “see you in two weeks, Shep”, because they knew they had done that.  And I’ll never forget the time that he asked a young boy to leave because he’d had a drink, and, in a few minutes why the boy’s mother called and says, “Mr. Lauter, I understand that you had my boy to leave the Wildcat Den because he had a drink before he got there”, “Yes ma’m”, he says, “we have a rule down here.”  She says, “well I’ll have you know, that I gave him that drink before he left home”, and Shep said, “well Mrs. So-and-so, I don’t care how many drinks you give him but he’s not coming in the Wildcat Den with one”.  But I think that to cap it all off, on his way of getting along with people, after we had opened the new center here, we were standing about in front of what is now your office and my office and we looked down the hall and there’s an adult sitting on the edge of one of the refreshment tables which was strictly against the rules.  Shep looked at me and says, “looky there, that man down there’s sitting on that table and we don’t even let the children sit on the tables.  What am I going to do?”  I said, “I don’t know, I said, that’s your job Shep.”  Well, some other people were standing there with me, so we just watched Shep when he went down there and he just walked up and the man got off of the table and they stood there and talked for a long time.  Eventually Shep came back and he’s laughing when he came back and I said, “what did you tell him, Shep?”  He said, “well I told him, if you don’t get off that table, two weeks suspension” and he said the man laughed and got off the table and then they had a nice friendly.  Now to cap the whole thing though, when we were building or in the process of constructing this facility we’re sitting in today, some of the kids from the Wildcat Den went to Shep and said, “Shep, we want to have one of the rooms in the new facility named the Shep Lauter Room” and Shep said, “No, no,” he says.  “They don’t name things after people until they’re dead” and says, “I want to stick around for a while.”  Well they didn’t take that for an answer.  They came to me.  And Shep in the meantime had told me about them coming to him, so when they came to me, I gave them the same spiel, I said, no, you just don’t do that.  So then they went to the City Manager and he told them the same thing.  Well that really got them worked up so they just got some petitions and they got somewhere in the neighborhood of 700-750 names on the petition and took it to City Council and City Council said, “we’ll name the room after Shep Lauter” so... 

Mr. Lauderdale:  That’s where the votes were.

Mr. Yearwood:  That’s where the votes were and too, I think that anyone in Oak Ridge that had any interest in the welfare of young people knew Shep Lauter.  Everyone of those councilmen at that time, I can’t remember who all they were at that time, I’m sure everyone of them knew Shep either personally or had, maybe a few of them, had been teenagers under Shep, but they either knew of him through personal contact or knew of the type of work he did.  

Interviewer:  I know as a youngster growing up in Oak Ridge and participating in Wildcat Den and in the baseball program too, Shep was well loved and well liked and did a tremendous job with the youth like you were saying.  But you know you mentioned something a few minutes ago that, of course, you don’t name a facility after someone who’s alive.  I’m talking to you right here today and we have a facility named after you. 

Mr. Yearwood:  I’m afraid if I’d been here when that was getting ready to be done, I would have said the same thing that Shep did.  But there’s a funny thing about that.  Just before retiring I took a two weeks vacation and went to California and when I got back to Oak Ridge, I came, coming from Knoxville, I came up Emory Valley Road and turned right up by the ballpark and they were putting my name up on the sideboard.  And that was the first inkling that that I’d had about it.  I’ve had a great deal of pleasure, great deal of inward satisfaction of having been so honored because it is an honor.  I run across someone every once in a while and, some place just in the last two or three days, and I had to write a check for something, and the young man took the check and put it in the cash register and, didn’t even look at the name on it, and he said well he did see it, the Energy Bank, and he said he lived in Oak Ridge for eight years.  Carolyn was with me, and she said, did you ever play ball on Carl Yearwood Park?  He said, I sure have and she said, well that’s him. My, my. 

Interviewer:  Well, I thought you were dead.  

Mr. Yearwood:  Well, I tell you now I had that experience too.  We were having a party at the Hilyards and in the backroom and we didn’t have as many people show up for the party and they had a lot of customers waiting, so we told them just to go ahead and use the booths around us that we weren’t using.  I was sitting at the table right in the center and this couple, two couples and then, that one child came in, and they sat down in a booth and I kind of noticed that this fellow sitting over on the side kept looking at me and I kept looking at him, trying get placed in my mind who he was.  And he was trying, I found out later he was trying to get in his mind whether I was really who he thought I was.  It was Paul Owens and he’d participated as a participant and umpire and official in softball, baseball and basketball for years.  He had moved off from Oak Ridge.  He came back and he thought they named the ballpark Carl Yearwood Park so he thought Carl Yearwood had gone, gone.  He, finally, he finally broke down and says, “you are Rabbit aren’t you?”  And I said, “yeah, I’m Rabbit” and he says, “boys, I knew it had to be but I didn’t think it was.”  So, but I’ve run across a lot of people and it very unusual, and, I would say, for those who that they might eventually name a facility or a street or anything after them, that to go ahead and do it while they’re alive and let them enjoy it.  You know Shep, during that last year that he was working with the Recreation Department, had a great joy in working with the kids in the Shep Lauter Room.  Every time I have to convince somebody that I’m still alive, why, it’s nice.  I wish that if they’d named Bob Hopkins Field after a fine young man worked closely with me, not a paid but a volunteer worker with the youth of Oak Ridge.  He’d grown up in Oak Ridge and unfortunately hadn’t reached the mature age of retirement.  But thank goodness they honored him by naming a baseball facility after him because baseball was the area in which he participated most greatly. 

Interviewer:  Bobby was an all American baseball player at UT wasn’t he?  

Mr. Yearwood:  No that was B. B. 

Interviewer:  That was B.B., his brother? 

Mr. Yearwood:  B.B., his older brother.  I knew both of them in Fontana before I came to Oak Ridge.  B.B.’s is quite a story too, I mean personally.  When we lived in Fontana, B.B. came to me and wanted me to sponsor the tennis tournament for the boys and girls.  I kind of put him off, I said, Bobby, B.B., I said, you organize it and run it and I’ll buy the trophies.  He got 64 boys to play in the tennis tournament that he won and he got.  But he was, now I think.  What’s the other ballpark? 

Interviewer:  Grey Strang, I was going to mention we have a couple of other facilities, Grey Strang Park was named after Grey Strang... 

Mr. Yearwood:  After a tragic… 

Interviewer:  Yeah, a young man that died while he was employed with the City of Oak Ridge.  It was a tragic accident.  But, he was also a baseball player and ... Mr. Yearwood:  …now... 

Interviewer:  …soon to be star, I think, at the University of Tennessee, an untimely death.  We have a park on the eastern end... 

Mr. Yearwood:  Milt Dickens?

Interviewer:  Milt Dickens Park. 

Mr. Yearwood:  Milt Dickens is legendary in Oak Ridge as far as I’m concerned or any ???? time, because he was not only the, an official himself of all sports and baseball, softball, football, but he was also, he served many years as a scheduling secretary for the official’s association.  Of all the thankless jobs in the world that has to be the most thankless one.  But he always went to training courses so that he himself could be informed of any rule changes, and pass them along to the other officials.  And I’m sure the official association now functions very much on the same level as Milt Dickens helped in his time to raise it to.  And a consequence that, I wish I could think of the fellow that used to be with the bus company, Bill something. 

Interviewer:  Bill Hatfield.  

Mr. Yearwood:  Bill Hatfield.  Bill Hatfield should also be another one that some facility be named after, ‘cause he was the scheduling secretary on the original umpires group.  

Interviewer:  That’s interesting. 

Mr. Yearwood:  And he was an official himself.  He served scheduling.  

Interviewer:  You mentioned Milt Dickens, it’s kind of ironic that his son Larry Dickens now is on City Council.  Certainly don’t mean to eliminate anybody that a facility or structure has been named after, and I’m sure that I probably have, but certainly don’t mean to offend anyone if I have.  

Mr. Yearwood:  I don’t know of any other recreation facilities that have been designated after individuals.

Mr. Lauderdale:  Something here named for Al Bissell isn’t there? 

Mr. Yearwood:  Oh yeah. 

Interviewer:  Yeah, the park that we’re here right now. 

Mr. Yearwood:  The park is named and I’m sure everybody knows the contribution that Al Bissell has made for Oak Ridge. You know, when I first retired, I started traveling with a friend of mine, peddling recreation equipment.  I never went in to, a city manager or city administrator or county judge or anybody of that level, and mentioned I was from Oak Ridge,  “Oh, I know your old mayor up there, boy…  Old Al, Al, how’s Al doing?”  I mean from one end of the state to another, everybody knows Al Bissell and that’s remarkable for a man to be known as extensively as Al was and, or Al is, thank goodness he still is.  Although he’s not in the public eye right now like he was for years.

Mr. Lauderdale:  A.K. Jr. makes the television news now because he’s trying to get some safety in trucking. 

Interviewer:  He’s Public Safety Commissioner. 

Mr. Lauderdale:  Yes, chancellor, chairman of the state utilities commission.  

Interviewer:  Well, how about the word Oak Ridge? Heard a lot about that as far as how the name was selected.  Do ya’ll recall how that name was selected?

Mr. Yearwood:  Well that was, that was selected.

Interviewer:  Fairly obvious…

Mr. Lauderdale:  I have heard… 

Interviewer:  …oak trees out here in the park but... 

Mr. Lauderdale:  I have heard that it was selected by someone in the hierarchy of the Manhattan District because, for its rustic connotation or uninconspicuous. 

Mr. Yearwood:  Inconspicuous. 

Mr. Lauderdale:  Now this ridge, the Black Oak Ridge runs from, I guess, from Union County all the way through, down into Roane County.  This same ridge is on the geological maps and things like that, but I would...

Mr. Yearwood:  I would say there’s nothing in the area that would, that Oak Ridge would have the connotation of, you know, that it would give somebody the chance to pinpoint.

Mr. Lauderdale:  It wouldn’t be conspicuous.

Mr. Yearwood:  Completely foreign to this area.

Mr. Lauderdale:  …create curiosity and things like that.  The anonymity was a key word for everything that had to do with the Manhattan Project, just be low key.  And that, I’ve heard that was said and I can imagine that taking a U.S geological survey map which no doubt they did, looking at this, well there’s this Black Oak Ridge down through there, why don’t we just call it Oak Ridge.  Strictly surmising.

Interviewer:  There are a lot of interesting things I guess in regards to naming and so forth but that makes sense as far as being real close to Black Oak Ridge and Oak Ridge itself being named that.  There’s one other facility and I think Rabbit you probably can enlighten us on how Big Turtle Park got its name. 

Mr. Yearwood:  That’s kind of recent vintage.  Some time, a year or so before I was eventually retired, Ken Stillman was with me on a, we had been requested to select possible sites for future development of recreation facilities.  And at that time it was known that water treatment area was going to be moved, and that that area which is now Big Turtle Park, would become available for development.  We had a park supervisor, Brighton at that time.  He and Ken and I went down to make a survey.  We had great ideas.  We were going to take the settlement beds and make gardens in them, I mean, raise plants and flowers.  We were going to take some of the big brown water treatment areas and make a dry flower bed in one of them and a water flower garden in another, and we were going to convert the building where they had all the chemicals and everything, you know, treatment and reconvert that into a clubhouse for the women’s club.  That kind of helped us survey and plan and work with flower and gardening and all.  Just out of the clear blue sky, Ken looked over to the big domed, domed cover... 

Interviewer:  Digester? 

Mr. Yearwood:  Digester whatever, and says, he says, “you know when we start to develop this thing we could put a head on that thing and a little tail on it and put some ladders to climb, and some slides to slide down, and call it just like a big turtle, so lets just call this Big Turtle Park”.  So we designated that area on our report as Big Turtle Park and then we had to, that we mention as a park beginning to develop there and that it was the name, Big Turtle Park, was selected.  So as far as I know the big digester is going to be there for quite awhile and I can see no reason why it couldn’t.  Now I’ve never been inside the digester.

Interviewer:  I never had either but I think that’s it going to stay around awhile, I hope it is anyway because that is the focal point to the park.

Mr. Yearwood:  Well, now that you know, you know when you envision it that might be a wild idea but I’ve never been in a, when you study the heavens….

Interviewer:  Astronomy? 

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah, but I mean what do you call the... 

Interviewer:  Observatory? 

Mr. Yearwood:  Observatory or what not.  Why couldn’t the inside, couldn’t be cleaned out and made into a... 

Interviewer:  That’s an interesting idea, sure is. 

Mr. Yearwood:  Up at big park up around Eastman Kodak, a park in upper East Tennessee, they have one that’s domed with big easy chairs.  You go back in there and you sit and flash all the stars in the heavens and give you a nice lecture about it. 

Interviewer:  That’s an real interesting idea. Maybe we ought to open the doors to that digester and see what’s in there. It’d certainly take some cleaning out wouldn’t it?  

Mr. Yearwood:  I think it, I think that might be the first stumbling block.

Interviewer:  Well gentlemen, we are running out of tape once again and I want to thank both of you for coming down and talking with us today and once again this is March 14, 1985.
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Interviewer:  Today is April 5, 1985.  I’m talking to Carl “Rabbit” Yearwood, former Recreation Parks Director for the City of Oak Ridge. Rabbit could you give us a little information about the former Recreation and Welfare Association that was back, that was formed back in the early days, in the ‘ 40’s.  

Carl “Rabbit” Yearwood:  Yeah, Bill.  Of course I didn’t come to Oak Ridge and to Recreation Welfare Association until April 1945, and it had been in operation and was a going concern at that time, but it was unique in that it was formed for a specific purpose to do a specific job and not knowing when it would come to an end or what.  The city had 75,000 people, or were going to build to 75,000 people, and all being behind a cyclone fence and not able to leave or come in without the official pass badge.  It would have been very easy for a population that size to become unhappy if there wasn’t a lot of activity of interest inside the city.  So the Army, Manhattan District Engineers organized or authorized the only, directed the organization of Recreation and Welfare Association to be a self-sustaining operation, with a Board of Directors, one representative.  I always thought it was two, maybe it was one or two, but anyway, each operating organization contractor in Oak Ridge was part of the original board.  And that was Union Carbide that operated the gaseous diffusion and Monsanto operated Oak Ridge National Lab, or X-10, and Tennessee Eastman operated the plant at Y-12, the American Bus Company operated the transit system inside the City, and Roane Anderson Company, which provided municipal services to the area.  The Board was organized and employed the first director or executive director, a Mr. -?Swep?- Davis and he set up an activities program divided into physical recreation, social recreation, commercial operations and maintenance.  Now under the physical recreation came the, just what it says, the ball leagues, the softball, the baseball, basketball, touch football, roller skating.  Believe it or not we had a roller skating rink in Oak Ridge in those days, and we had a roller rink hockey league.  The physical recreation also organized billiards leagues within the commercial billiards operators who operated the establishments at that time, and the playground activity, which was of real importance during the summertime.  We also operated recreation centers at each of the elementary schools after school, and until 9 o’clock in the evening, and we also operated the recreation halls, Ridge Recreation Center, the Jefferson Recreation Center, the Middletown Recreation Center, Grove Center which was at that time known as Oak Grove, no, I’ve got it down Grove Center on the notes here.  Most of these… 

Interviewer:  Where in Oak Ridge were these particular, like the Ridge, Ridge Hall?  

Mr. Yearwood:  Well, Ridge Center is where the Executive Training Center is now right opposite Alexander Motel in Jackson Square.  Now the first teen center that I remember was in the heart of Jackson Square, trying to, opposite the Playhouse, on the other side of that little park there at the Jackson Square.  Later the high school teen center was organized in the old central cafeteria building.  Also had a center at the cafeteria building in East Village, known as Glenville, and we had the… 

Interviewer:  Can you tell me the location of those, about where they are?  

Mr. Yearwood:  Well, yeah the Glenville was later where the Elks Club was located and, of course, the Elks Club developed a park adjacent to their center when they were there.  I believe today it still is in existence for the neighborhood to use. 

Interviewer:  That’s, I think, that Faith Baptist Church has that property now. 

Mr. Yearwood:  Probably, I believe you’re right and but they do.  I have been by there, and the play facilities are still there and everything.  We had a Scarboro Recreation Center and a Club Fiesta, which is now the present Senior Center, started to say Oak Ridge Senior Country Club. 

Interviewer:  That’s about what it is. 

Mr. Yearwood:  It’s about right.  Now the youth centers were operated by the physical recreation department and the other centers which catered primarily to adults, that’s the Grove Center and Jefferson Center and Midtown Center, all catered to adults.  

Interviewer:  Now Midtown Center that’s where the Civic Center building is located today.  

Mr. Yearwood:  That’s right in that general location.  Of course Jefferson Center now is off of Jefferson Avenue and Robertsville Road and has been redeveloped into an office building.  We also had a center in the black community, and that was located right opposite where the Holiday Inn is now.  And we had a baseball field right where the open theater use to be.  Social recreation also operated two daycare centers: Tennyson Daycare and Nesper House both located on Tennyson, was located on Tennyson and Tennessee Ave and Nesper on Nesper Road.  

Interviewer:  These were daycare centers that were provided for… 

Mr. Yearwood:  For working mothers. 

Interviewer:  For working mothers? 

Mr. Yearwood:  Yes. 

Interviewer:  Funded by whom?  

Mr. Yearwood:  Recreation and Welfare Association.  

Interviewer:  That’s kind of unique, isn’t?  

Mr. Yearwood:  We had to.  Really that organization was to fill a lot of gaps that were needed to be filled.  Of course then, the athletic facilities, we had the tennis courts where they are now at Jackson Square and Jefferson.  Of course the high school’s have come in later years and then two at Jefferson Junior High School came in later years.  But we also had two courts at the army barracks, which is located in the middle section of Downtown too.  As I said before, it was awareness of a necessity of satisfying the leisure time of people within a fenced- in area, and Recreation and Welfare served as clearing point.  If you and I and one other person wanted to form a fishing club, we had to go to Recreation and Welfare and apply for the right to organize a fishing club. Then a Recreation and Welfare representative would take the request to the legal people on the Hill as was known in those days, for clearance.  And they either turned it down or gave us clearance, but they first had to go through Tennessee Sportsman, I mean Oak Ridge Sportsman Association, started through the Recreation and Welfare Association.  Believe it or not, the original nucleus for the Fort Loudon Boating Club was formed in Oak Ridge right over back of Pinewood Park, in a warehouse building up there, where I organized a boating club.  They built boats to sail and they moved their boats to Fort Loudon.  And of course it grew and grew and grew from that point and very few people, I guess, realize now that the nucleus was right here in the City.  Of course we had numerous ball fields.  We had the major ball field which is now Carl Yearwood Park.  We also had another baseball field just northeast of Oakwood Park, that was what it was then and it was Oakwood #2.  We had two softball fields back up at the administration building where the heliport was later and is still there.  We had Pinewood Park, which was the major softball park, and we also had Milt Dickens Park at that time, which was, I forget now what the name of it was, but it was there in the early days.  We had two softball parks right about where the First Baptist Church is now, on the Turnpike.  We had one, where the women always played their games over off back of the Jefferson Tennis Courts, and of course we had two at Robertsville Junior High School and I imagine both of those, well I know one of them is still in use, probably the other one is.  But it wasn’t until late in the ‘50s that we built Bobby Hopkins Field and of course later than that even, what’s the other field name? 

Interviewer:  Grey Strang. 

Mr. Yearwood:  Grey Strang Field. 

Interviewer:  Of course Bobby Hopkins Field was originally named Ridgeview I believe. 

Mr. Yearwood:  Ridgeview. 

Interviewer:  Was there another name prior to that? 

Mr. Yearwood:  No.  That was the first and only name prior to being named.  And of course we had two softball fields in the mid ‘50s and built in the ‘50s and later moved.  Well, the bleachers and stands and everything were moved to Oakwood ballpark and became a softball field where it had been a baseball field.  We had the Ridgeview baseball park to replace the baseball league.  

Interviewer:  Rabbit, a lot of these facilities like you just mentioned Ridgeview Field or Bobby Hopkins that I know has been around, the facility has been around for 40 years, and I’m sure, the, was it the Recreation Welfare Association that funded this materials…? 

Mr. Yearwood:  No.

Interviewer:  …and equipment for purchase for development or was it just strictly the federal government? 

Mr. Yearwood:  No, the federal government through the Office of Community Affairs, AEC, built Oakwood.  Of course, the City, I mean, built Ridgeview and now Bobby Hopkins.  Of course the City itself, with state funding, built Grey Strang Field.  The federal government also built Midtown Ball Park and later moved them, later the City moved them to the present locations.  In an ongoing movement from one thing to another that is, and having been in all those movements, it’s hard to tell just when one thing happened and then something else.  But I’d like to think back to the first few years of Oak Ridge as being some of the most enjoyable times.  All my 29 years were enjoyable, don’t get me wrong, but there were some things that happened then that will not ever happen again.  Like me playing Santa Claus.  The first year, we had a man in the theater division, L.W. Venable - and I was trying to think of his name a few minutes ago and I couldn’t and now here it comes right out, see - who was a very accomplished accordionist and it fell my lot to be Santa Claus.  We had a beautiful Santa Claus suit.  Jane Bridges would come down to the Recreation office every morning, and make me up with a beard and with stick-um and cotton, and I couldn’t smoke, I couldn’t eat a hotdog, I couldn’t, and that beard was on from that time in the morning till 9 -10 o’clock at night, because, not only did I go to all the schools and play Santa Claus, but I also went to any government department that was having a party, I had to go play Santa Claus.  Then at night I had to go play Santa Claus at Ridge Hall where we had Santa Land.  And it was quite an experience.  And I’ll never forget the day at Cedar Hill.  Of course I had all the kids, L.W. played that Jingle Bells on that accordion, and Santa Claus would ring the bells and jostle a big bag of candies, and at, Cedar Hill, Santa had all the youngsters running by and sitting on his lap, telling what he wanted for Christmas and all that, you know.  This little fellow came up and I says,  “And what do you want ‘ol Santa to bring you?” He says, “I wrote you a letter”, and pointed his finger right at my nose.  Then, not necessarily the first year, because we couldn’t call this club the Little Atoms Club until it was out what we were doing, but we still had the 75,000 people that we were, this was in the 75.  We had a Little Atoms Club.  This was a Saturday morning theater party club and the kids could come, and they could get in for a dime.  They could buy a sack of popcorn for a dime, and a Coca-Cola for a nickel, and for a quarter they could have a big time.  We started off all this with some of them volunteering to sing a song or tell a joke, or we had a little entertainment before the movie started and we sang songs, group songs.  L.W. playing that accordion and we had a rollicking time there.  Believe it or not, we had a full house and I think that theater seated about 600 every Saturday morning. 

Interviewer:  Which theater was this?  

Mr. Yearwood:  It was Jefferson Theater, which is now the dance studio, I believe, in the Jefferson area.  Then I had another experience, along as time went on.  I became Athletic Director and we had a social director I don’t know whether the arts director who had charge of the symphony orchestra and the Playhouse and the chorale group and all his time at Recreation and Welfare came to a close and he left to go back to Pennsylvania.  But those groups were still going under the auspices of the Recreation Department.  So it fell to the responsibility of the Athletic Director to answer to the needs of the chorale group.  I always wondered what those music publishers thought when they got a request for some music signed by the Athletic Director.  But now the classic, the little long and I’ve listed it last because I’ve got one up here that I can’t tell on this tape.  It’s not really bad, but the first parade we ever had in Oak Ridge was the first of October, Halloween does come in October doesn’t it? 

Interviewer:  Right. 

Mr. Yearwood:  I was appointed parade chairman. I had to organize the parade and be parade marshal and we, it was no great problem to get floats.  All these big flatbed government trucks in here we could get any number of them we wanted.  The ice company that was here at that time had a beautiful float. They froze objects in big, the old ford fashion big kegs of ice and threw them on that thing right at the last minute, and different organizations that were in town, all the playgrounds had a float and it was quite a thing.  The Oak Ridge High School Band, or might have been the military band, I don’t know, anyway, there was a band there.  And right in front of that band was one Carl Rabbit Yearwood, mounted on a retired Army cavalry horse.  I take it all back about the band, it was drum and bugle corps.  Now we formed the parade, formed up back of Alexander Motel, it was the Guest House at that time, and didn’t have the addition which was later built on it, and the line of march was down Kentucky Avenue to Tennessee, up Tennessee to Georgia and up Georgia to Broadway again and then up Broadway and turn up to Blankenship Field for the judging of the floats.  Now we had the… 

Interviewer:  Back in those days that was the Downtown was it not?  

Mr. Yearwood:  That was the Downtown, yeah.  

Interviewer:  Jackson Square.  

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah, now, they had a platform that some Senator Keller, I believe had been here and had spoken and they had a platform, and it was still there, so that was going to be our judges stand.  Our plan was to take the floats by, first and then kind of line up on the way out.  So naturally we had the judging numbers on the side of each float, on the left side of each float.  Well, by the time the parade started, the safety department later estimated that there were 25,000 people from the starting point back to where it turned up to the high school, and in the high school bleachers.  Now you know how thick.  There wasn’t a space much wider than your office here for the parade to march through.  Of course when the trucks came, why they backed up a little bit but when yours truly on that horse got to the people on the sides of the walk and when that drum and bugle corps struck up that military air, that horse started prancing, and we went sideways up the street with me holding the reins as tight as I could but he was going.  Well we got successfully to the entrance of Blankenship Field, and I turned and rode over in front of the reviewing stand and looked back, and something had held up the drum and bugle corps, and they were late coming into the parade ground.  They started up the right side of the field, which was wrong.  Well I wheeled ol’ army horse around there to go over and redirect them, and he took off up Blankenship Field as fast as he could run, ran up to the north end of the field and the only thing that stopped him was a highback and a cyclone fence.  I turned him around and he’d start back down and then he’d take off and run into the fence again.  After three passes at it, why I dismounted and tied him up at the top of the fence, ran back down the field.  Of course the parade was all through going the wrong way.  There I had to run along and change all the numbers from one side to another.  But it was a great affair.  You know that many people turn out in, had we known that there had been that kind of turn out, we would have planned a longer parade route, but it was a great affair.  

Interviewer:  That’s something that we’re missing here in Oak Ridge and it’s just recently, well I guess in the last couple of months, there has been some interest expressed as far as developing another annual parade.  I think that they will do that ‘cause we’ve been accused as, being southerners, as not knowing how to conduct a parade or how to put on a parade, so maybe some of our northern friends that are used to the parades can help us out, get involved and coordinate it but...  

Mr. Yearwood:  Well, of course the Symphony Orchestra and Oak Ridge Community Playhouse and the Chorale group, Chorus, and all, came under Hal Corsen of the, I guess it was really in the social side of the program, but his organization kind of stood out because it did present a wonderful program for the Oak Ridgers just musically and art-wise.  Now the second phase came in 1947, when the Oak Ridge Recreation and Welfare had served its purpose successfully, and AEC had come in as the operating organization of the whole thing, so the Community Affairs Division, I guess it was of AEC took over as our sponsoring head, and the social recreation, I mean the physical recreation went along just about as it had been except money-wise.  The money wasn’t, I mean we had money for continuing the recreation centers after school in 8 locations.  We had Wildcat Den and Glenville.  We had the Scarboro Recreation Center and all the league activities and all the ball fields and tennis courts and everything, that we, pretty well, held our own.  But then the next year, they’d knocked off some money and the next year they’d knock off some money and the next year they’d knock off some money and by 1951... 

Interviewer:  What was the cause of that? Before you answer that, let me go ahead and change tapes because we are running out of tape here.  I’ll put it on [side 2…]

Interviewer:  …AEC where the recreation budget was being cut back over the…several years there.  

Mr. Yearwood:  Recreation and Welfare came in when we were actually building a city and plants and everything in an effort to produce the first atomic bomb.  Once that was accomplished, there was no need for additional construction of dormitories, or construction of more plants, or construction of this.  So further construction immediately came to a halt.  This of course brought on a reduction in the population and the availability of money to provide the same services that Recreation and Welfare provided.  Like the Recreation and Welfare overall budget the last year it operated was 2 ½ million dollars.  I don’t know what the budget was just for our Recreation and Welfare, I mean Recreation Department operation, but I do know that it was a retrenchment, (no just a bad cold).  Retrenchment into everything, brought on a cut in the program.  Now to show you that you can do things to get things done, when AEC Office of Community Affairs first took us over, we were under that office supervision or direction but we were on Roane Anderson for management services payroll.  So, in this retrenchment program, not only of recreation but everything, (I thought I was going to get through this cold without that) but MSI, Management Services Incorporated, was organized in 1951 to take over the operation of Roane Anderson Company.  Of course it kept a lot of this top personnel and that top personnel and said, well if we’re going to manage it, I mean pay them, we going to manage it, so we went under, Recreation and Welfare, came under the supervision of Roane Anderson, I mean Management Services Incorporated.  Of course Management Services Incorporated were under the operation of the office of Community Affairs of AEC.  But during 1951 to 1960, there was, it just went down, went down.  Along in 1952, I guess it was, at the budget hearing Al ---?Strasses?- was then the Director of Recreation, at a budget hearing he says, “well I tell you where you can save one block of money”, he says, “I have resigned as of this minute” and walked out.  I mean he was an experienced recreation man that’d been brought in here to operate an ongoing program and wanted to keep it that way, and the cuts that were being proposed were just big blows to his desires and he knew that he could get other work that would be more satisfying.  By the way, he went from there to a job with AEC, and from there he went to City Manager of Springfield, Ohio.  Well he went there as Recreation Director and then he became Welfare Director and then he became City Manager.  It was a feeling within personnel in the Office of Community Affairs that when the day arrived that the city would become a municipality, that the people would not be willing to pay for anything that they had been getting for free.  So, the direction was to cut the recreation program down to what was felt that the people of Oak Ridge would be willing to pay. 

Interviewer:  Were there any fees or charges back then to help offset any of the expenses?  

Mr. Yearwood:  Very minimal.  Of course, we had fees for the swimming pool.  We had fees for leagues, softball league, baseball league and all, but they in no way, they paid for the umpire and the balls that we used, the scorekeeper and what not, but they didn’t pay for the maintenance of the facilities.  Then along the way, the afternoon and evening community centers at various schools were cut out.  The number of playgrounds by this time had declined.  Really, the first year that I was director of playgrounds, we operated 22 playgrounds, this was 1945, 75,000 people.  Now the population of Oak Ridge by 19--, in the 1950 to ‘60’s era, dropped to 30,000 people.  And a lot of the areas where we had playgrounds had no children.  So we did operate the centers up until, along in about ’54, ’55 we had to completely cut them.  

Interviewer:  Was this disappointing to you? How did you feel as a director that your funds, operating funds were being cut?  

Mr. Yearwood:  Well I had to use various skills and manipulation. Like I’d get the edict to, well, I became Director of the department late in ’52 and I weathered the biggest part of this operation.  But they’d say “cut your budget x number of dollars”.  So I’d cut out Ridge Hall, “oh no we can’t do that.”  I said manipulation, you know. 

Interviewer:  They didn’t give you the flexibility to cut in overall…  

Mr. Yearwood:  Cut in personnel, very embarrassing.  I had a supervisor of Ridge Hall, bless his soul, great man with the public, finest gentleman and well, his life was to do custodial work.  I mean he didn’t do custodial work.  His salary dropped to custodial level, and he had half the custodial, regular custodial. In other words, they thought that the center could operate on its own with no supervision.  Now, I don’t mean to backhand any of these with this feeling.  This is their honest conviction, that people were not going to be willing to assume the cost of operating what they had been getting for free, figuratively speaking.  The fees at the swimming pool, and I’m sure that the same reason for fees at the swimming pool being what they have to be today, is just to pay for the operation of that facility.  It’s not to make money to pay for the upkeep of the tennis courts. And that was, of course, it really wasn’t that much concern of whether it paid its fees in the early part, but we got to the point where, it’s like you have with having to consider raising swimming prices.  We had to consider, as long as we’re making enough to pay for the operation, we’re going to keep this as a recreation facility at the lowest cost to the using public as we can.  It wasn’t until 1960 that I finally saw a away to raise prices to where we could start breaking even again.  We’d dropped behind a little bit.  And very nominal price going from 20 cents to 25 cents for children and 40 cents to 50 cents for adults, then putting in a season pass program.  But I couldn’t get the officials of Roane Anderson to let me do that because they were going to be responsible for the operation of the swimming pool from the time it opened until June 1st, yeah June 1st when the City started operating as a municipality, completely.  Finally at the last minute they broke down and let me install the passes under their regime.  

Interviewer:  I know it was your philosophy too, not only to, well, its, I think, everyone’s objective to meet operating costs, not to operate in the red, so to speak, but it’s also, I think, your philosophy to keep the rates as low as possible to allow as many kids as possible to utilize that facility and I think that’s commendable, that’s...  

Mr. Yearwood:  ...and Bill, too, I think it, of course, the success of the municipal swimming pool lay primarily in the learn-to-swim classes that were conducted by the Red Cross in the morning.  Teaching the children how to swim and by having qualified lifeguards and personnel on duty in the afternoons, mamas who had had to go to the pool reluctantly, to sit with the children didn’t have to go anymore.  A child could swim and they had good lifeguard, good supervision, 25 cents in the afternoon is good babysitting.  

Interviewer:  It sure is.

Mr. Yearwood:  But my philosophy that it’s better to have 50,000 paying 25 or 50 cents than to have 25,000 paying a dollar.  I mean, you might get the operating cost, but you’re losing the intent of that facility to provide a recreational outlet for children.  This is the reason that I always, well, the swimming pool actually did pay for some of the other programs during the period between ‘51 and ‘60 because, I finally got them to, got the officials, to permit me to spend whatever money was made at the swimming pool over operating cost.  I mentioned to you a few minutes ago, you know, June is a treacherous month and it’s the last month of the fiscal year, so you never know back in December what you’re going to do in June.  So you have to play it close until you see what you’re doing in June.  Well one year, we were very fortunate of having a gentleman in the Roane Anderson, I mean, MSI office that was a cost accountant, and he kept a day-by-day cost of what it was, our costs were running.  And at the end of the month of June, about two days before the end of the month of June, he says you’ve got about between 7 and 800 dollars that you could spend right quick.  So I went to the warehouse and withdrew about $750 worth of cleaning materials, janitorial supplies.  And when the final accounting was done on the fiscal year that year I had under spent $45 dollars on the entire budget.  Today I don’t believe it is quite that simple. 

Interviewer:  No I can attest to that.  It’s real different. 

Mr. Yearwood:  I don’t  ???? Really... 

Interviewer:  Let me ask you something about the organization, back up just a minute on the Recreation Association.  That was kind of a novel idea at the time to involve the different contractors, as far as their participation in the recreation program, but I think you kind of carried that on too, as far as associations and developing associations in the City.  We probably have 400 clubs and organizations in Oak Ridge, and I guess half or three quarters of them, I guess, at one time originally started through the Recreation Department.  And once they became self sustaining, of course, you didn’t have the staff to maintain them and you just kind of let them be a self-directing group, is that correct?  

Mr. Yearwood:  This is right.  The Community Playhouse started under the direction and supervision of Recreation and Welfare but when Recreation and Welfare went out, the Playhouse went on its own and it certainly has provided an activity for the community.  Symphony orchestra same, children’s theater is the same way.  Of course children’s theater started more in connection with the Community Playhouse and then as separate entity.  The ACAC started under, I mean not under Recreation and Welfare, but under the Recreation Department in 1952, very shortly after they became a non-Recreation and Welfare operation.  Our church basketball leagues were started as self-sustaining.  They paid fees to cover the cost of officials and scorekeepers, but then the Recreation Department stood the cost of the gymnasiums and, of course the teams furnished their own uniforms and their own ball to play with.  We did furnish a game ball so it will be a neutral ball and not one that one team was used to another one wasn’t.  And this is just one example.  As I mentioned earlier, I think the Sportsman’s Club started as a group sponsored by the Recreation and Welfare Association.  Certainly we had some softball leagues back in those early days that more or less, well, they paid in the fees to cover their umpire and ball equipment.  But, of course, in the real early days we furnished a game bag so they didn’t even have to have a first baseman’s glove, a catcher’s glove or balls or bats or mask.  We furnished that, the home team of the first game would come and pick it up and pass it on and the home team of the last game would bring it back the next day.  But there is a reason, it’s always my theory, I’ve been to a lot of recreation conferences in my time, and if anything made me mad, it was the time that somebody brought up a question that someone wanted to come and bring a health club right down the street from them.  This other guy jumped up and said, well you better put in one before he gets it in there or you’ll look bad.  Well that’s the direct opposite of my philosophy.  It’s not what the Recreation Department has; it’s what the community has.  The Recreation Department could in no way provide for the gymnastics club, provide for the ACAC, provide for the dance organizations in town or the Community Playhouse or any of those things but the community has them.  That’s the payoff as to what the community has in the way of leisure time opportunities.  

Interviewer:  I know this has been carried on for years, that philosophy, because there’s just no way that our department can maintain a lot of these organizations.  We will help anyone get started as an organization and then back off…  

Mr. Yearwood:  I remember back, Bill, the same thing when the gymnastics club started.  This teacher at the high school started gymnastics club as her pet project but then she moved on to Chattanooga. 

Interviewer:  Martha Swayze, wasn’t?  

Mr. Yearwood:  Martha, I couldn’t think of the name, yeah, Martha Swayze, and she was great for the community because she did that of her own love for kids and for gymnastics.  But when she left, it left a void.  The club was kind of on its own to get someone to do the directing.  So this department helped them with printed material, I mean we’d do the reproduction for them.  We’d help them in any little way that we could, except take them under our complete wing, and you see how well it has prospered under its own organization.  

Interviewer:  I know we’ve always felt that the organizations that we assist and we come in contact with - Girls Club, Boys Club, Girl Scouts, whatever - we feel that we’re complimenting each other, we hope we are, instead of conflicting with each other.  We’re here to provide a service for, you know, for all the youth and all the Oak Ridgers.  

Mr. Yearwood:  Well, you see that’s when the Boys Club came in, Shep Lauter had the Shep Lauter Baseball School for kids on Saturday mornings.  The Boys Club came in, and of course they were attracting boys to the club they got.  I think they used our facilities for a while but we worked with them.  We let them take the little boys.  We had a real tiny bunch of boys playing tee ball for awhile. But when these kids went over to the Boys Club, we had no worry because we knew that they were in healthy activities, just like they would have been under us.  There’s no jealousy whatsoever.  In fact, I guess as John Lauderdale said, I could tell some tales out of school now, the Boys Club got in such a condition one time, they didn’t have money to buy a lot of inflated balls and everything.  I’d take Lawrence Hahn on up to my storeroom every once and a while.  And I didn’t pass on brand new equipment to him ‘cause I had to have brand new equipment of my own, but I’d passed on some pretty good equipment to him so that he could keep that group of boys that he had busy in basketball.  Thank goodness the Boys Club has prospered through the years and has grown, and is doing a great job for the community and what little I could I’d help him.  I always brag about another thing as smart as the Boys Club.  I was a member of, I guess, the original Board of Directors and forget…I got a lapse there of what I was talking about when I said I was a member, but yeah, I know what it was now.  Boys Club was really about to go out.  Lawrence Hahn had lost his face in anything that ever going to happen toward getting a facility.  Ben Johnson and I decided that John Smith, who was an auditor for the City of Oak Ridge, member of the Elks Club, very benevolent man, lover of the Boys Club, we decided that he was the only one who could save the day by being President.  But John didn’t want any part of it.  I stood in his office one morning and wrung his arm until he finally agreed that he would be President.  From the day he took over, things started to happen.  Now John had a way.  He started to build on to the building that they had and he went over to Knoxville to a concrete block place, going to try to work a contract to get a discount on concrete block.  But he came away with an agreement that that company would furnish the concrete block for what they needed at that time.  That John could work those things; wasn’t anybody else around that had the knack.  I don’t guess you ever knew John. 

Interviewer:  No I didn’t.  

Mr. Yearwood:  It’s too bad that you didn’t know him because he was such a great personality and great doer of things.  

Interviewer:  That’s who the Boy’s Club Field is named after?  

Mr. Yearwood:  Yeah.  

Interviewer:  He was the first President.  

Mr. Yearwood:  He was the going...  Now Hardy Addison, the former Captain of the Police Department was a great motivator in the start of the Boys Club.  But there are very few people that have the knack of getting things done that John Smith had.  Aside from that part, Ben and John and I were on a committee to pick a slate of officers.  Ben and I framed up the place.  They had a, for a while we had a two to one vote.  We didn’t have a unanimous vote on being inducted. Now we’ve come down to, I might say, Bill that, in 1952, when I was officially appointed as Director of the Recreation, the budget was $135,000.  None of this would be, had a part time after school program in all the schools and various other activities that we’d been carrying on.  By 1960, the last budget that I had under AEC, I was down to $73,000.  Bur some good things happened during that time.  We remodeled Ridge Hall so that the Library, we remodeled it so that the Library served well if not completely adequately, constructed Midtown Softball Park, Ridgeview Baseball Parks, reopened Scarboro Community Center and Recreation Center, major repairs and painting at the Municipal Pool in 1955.  There’s a story behind that too.  When Al -?Strasses?- was director, he and all the rest of us knew that the pool needed to be painted. It was painted when it was first built in 1945 with wartime calcimine paint, and of course, that doesn’t stay around very long.  So we painted four big squares in the pool floor, with four different kinds of swimming pool paint.  By the time that we were about to get funded to paint the pool, we only had paint on one of those squares, and it had a pretty good amount of the paint still on there hadn’t flaked off, but all the rest of those three were gone.  So we knew what kind of paint we wanted.  We knew it was a paint company in Cleveland, Ohio.  We had their literature that came with covering qualities, so our Engineering Department figured out how much paint it was going to take to paint the pool.  They figured 900 gallons.  The Purchasing Department sent a request for a price, not a bid but just out-and-out price on 900 gallons of paint.  And the Receiving Department at the paint company called the Purchasing Department on long distance and says, you damn sure you want that much paint?  And as it turned out, I think, we had to reorder about 3 or 400 gallons to finish the job.  

Interviewer:  Rabbit we’re running out of tape once again.  We’re going to have to finish this up hopefully next week.  This is Bill Sewell, Recreation Department…
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