JACK RAINS 

EARLY CHILDHOOD


I was born 7-7-36, and I was one of eight children, and we were living at Norris Lake at Demre community when they started building TVA. Then my dad had to move. So he moved. As we come into Oak Ridge on the left it’s the, what we call old Steward Norris property where the, I guess the soccer field is on the left, and there were six of us children born then. I was in 1st grade. I was born ’36, and I went to Scarboro Elementary School with my other brothers and sisters. Then in ’42 the government came in and said we’re going to have to move. So we moved from there to Laurel Road. so we all, Jack Rains, Merdel Rains, Bill rains, Vergil Rains, Margie Rains we all went to Scarboro Elementary School taught by Mr. Fern Cantrell and her husband Wallace Cantrell which Fern is still living. That’s the only one that I know that was involved in that school that’s living. 

WE WERE CHURCH PEOPLE


My dad mom and us kids would all just get up early and go to church, and they were church people. My daddy was. He’s always been; he was a Sunday school superintendent, and he taught the adults men’s class. My mom I know she taught. Then I never will forget we were going to Black Oak Church. We moved out on Laurel Road, and my sister got up and she was in high school and said she was going to be a missionary, and then she ends up going to Carson Newman and then meets her husband M. G. Duncan and she has to learn to speak Swahili so she goes to Africa. I can’t believe that you know. 

HOW THEY WENT TO CHURCH


When we’d have relatives, I had two uncles. My daddy had two brothers that lived here inside Oak Ridge then and a sisters, and she lived on Jefferson, and they’d come and get us because we didn’t have a car, and they’d let us stay with them, and then we’d have to get a pass through the gate because they had a gate here and one on Illinois Avenue and one in the lower end of Oak Ridge. 
MEMORIES OF PARENTS


They were involved in the Sunday school. My mom, she was a stay at home mom. She never worked, and my dad, like I’d say, he’d come in on the weekends from where he worked on the TVA, and he always rode with someone, and we didn’t have a car. A like I said there were eight children, and I got honored my senior year. He bought a 48 Fleetline Cheverly. I got to take it to the junior and senior prom. 
REMEMBERING THE MOVE


I remember us having a meeting in the house and they told us together the government was taking over again, mom and dad did, and they were going with someone to look to see if they could find a house out in the county where we could move. Now you’re talking about mom, dad, and six kids then, six children, eight people. So we rented a house out on Black Oak, a very small house had to move. It was an old house. It was a log house, and we had to cut wood. I remember us doing that to keep warm and cook. Then they bought the old Hicks place on Laurel Road, and it was a four bedroom, two story house big house. They’ve refurbished it since then, and that’s when my mom told me if we bought that because we all went to Shinliver that she would mark the cloths lines with three sheets, and we were all out looking to see if we could see the three sheets from Shinliver School. So instead of going back on Black Oak we were going there because they moved that day. We were all tickled to death you know. Happy that mom and dad bought a farm.
GOVERNMENT OFFERED FARM FOR SALE


The government, after we moved here now and we’re all professional folks, all of us kids and you can emphasis what my parents and my mother; my mother ended up being a cook at Shinliver School after all of us got in school, and my dad was a maintenance supervisor. He was a foreman at Y-12. So he was home one day and the government called him and wanted to know if he wanted to buy this piece of property back. That was when Steward Norris bought it. Well he didn’t run it by non of us children, myself or my brother. He was a superintendent at Y-12. We could have bought it and made a ton of money. So I come up here one day and my dad said, “You know what? The government called me and wanted me to buy that farm back, and I told them I didn’t want nothing to do with that.” Could you could imagine what you could have made in the real estate business, and that’s what I do. 
