(Off camera discussion till 2.34 minutes)
This is oral history interview with Willard Brock and discussion of the New Hope Cemetery, New Hope Community – I'm sorry and the Willard spells his name W-I-L-L-A-R-D-B-R-O-C-K.

Okay, Willard let's start talking about the time before the Manhattan Project.  Tell us where you lived and where you grew up and how you come to know about the New Hope Community?

Well, I was born about midway between Elza Gate and Clinton what is now the Tacora Hills area. The reason that I am faintly familiar with the New Hope area is that, I have relatives buried there in the New Hope Cemetery, specifically my great grandfather and great grandmother and some distant cousins.

(Off camera discussion 3.36 minutes to 4.54)

All right Willard, let's go back and pick up to how you came to know about the people in the New Hope Community and that history of that little community. 

Well, its primary reason is that I have relatives buried in the New Hope Cemetery, specifically my great grandfather, great grandmother, and some great uncles, great great uncles probably. Also and that not too distant from New Hope Cemetery is a Gamble graveyard and my grandmother was a Gamble from the Gamble Valley area, so we visited the relatives and that's about it, I guess.  

Where is the Gamble Cemetery located?  

Almost across Illinois Avenue from the market place - market for the - I know where it is. 

Tell me about getting the marker for your great grandparents in that cemetery.  

Well, for years we had known where my great grandfather was buried, but we didn't know exactly where his wife was buried.  There had been a space left for her but we couldn't, no one had actual experience on, you know her funereal. It's too much time had elapsed, so we finally came up with her certificate of death, which indicated that her son had been in charge of her funeral arrangements and I guess it was more or less assuming that her son would have buried her by the side of his father and that's you know how we arrived at that conclusion.

And where did you get the marker? Did you have to bring it?  What was the story you were telling me about people having to try to come in here?

Oh! I have relatives in the State of Washington, Oregon, California and other states and I kind of coordinated the establishment of this marker.  It aroused their interest I suppose and there were some questions came up.  If I am back in Clinton, Tennessee, how do I get to the cemetery to see this marker, see my great grandfather’s grave, etc.?  Question -- that was basically how the question came up.  

Now go back to when you were living in this area and talk about Elza and New Hope Community and what you remember about those, how they looked and just anything you remember about the community. 

Well, lets start out at the underpass at Elza.  This is the old -- how old entrance into this area. Immediately coming on your right, coming from Clinton and Oak Ridge, the first thing you would have seen was a saw mill, that was owned by Odie Cadewell.  Then probably the next thing you would have seen would be Glen Copeland Store on the right.  On the left would have been stone house owned by Owen Hackworth.  And by the way Owen’s house was similar to a stone house, that was built by Mr. Copeland. The next building as I recall would have been about the intersection of -- I believe it's Athens Road, is the first road to the right if you come into Oak Ridge and it intersects with East Drive. Mr. Joe Hope and his wife lived there.  One reason I am familiar with this area is I had a paper raft and I would come on West, double back, go in -- over in the field to their house and Ms. Hope would have breakfast ready for me on Sunday mornings. So this is one reason I would remember that so vividly.  Then there was probably -- I see family members name of Weiss -- living on the right, and then there was a church about the -- I guess its Arkansas Avenue in Oak Ridge Turnpike, and then coming on down about crossing where the old Chevrolet place was, there was a family with the name of Gamble and coming on west, right about where the Oak Ridge is -- there was a family Jim Dunlap and a little farther on west was his brother Lawrence, right where the new Benton Chevrolet place is now and then somewhere in that area the Hightowers lived.  Mr. Hightower was a minister.  He had lost both of his hands in an explosive accident.  He had a daughter at a top school in Anderson County School system.  Then of course on farther west was a Nash Copeland Store and that's about where the road turned south going to New Hope.  I guess that’s about it.  Okay -- That’s about the best I can give you on the spur of the moment.

Can you come on out Scarboro Road and talk about what you would see when you got to New Hope.  

Well, Scarboro Road, we primarily came there for Decoration Day or some dinner on the ground so to speak.  The best I recall if you proceeded on north, you went through the Scarboro area and then on across Solway Bridge, forward north.  

Do you ever remember going to Mr. George Anderson’s house?  

Yes.

Describe the area where his house was.

Well, it was more based on present day surroundings, it was just a little west of the present intersection of Bear Creek Road and Scarboro Road.

Now tell me about the church building, the New Hope Church building.  Do you ever remember seeing the log building?

I don't recall seeing a log building.  In my mind it was -- I picture it as being a flat board, what we call a weatherboard siding building with construction.  I don't recall the log. 

Do you ever recall the story about the church burning?

No.

No, okay.

Is there anything else you recall about the New Hope Community, any of the people who lived there other than George Anderson?

Well, there was a family Bramlett, maybe two families who once lived in that area.  There was family of Biggs lived on over in I guess Bethel Valley -- next bridge over.  A lot of my relatives lived in Gamble Valley and in an area that was known to me then as the Pinhook Community.

Do you have any idea where that name came from?

The Pinhook Community? 

I understand there was a Pinhook creek and probably that’s where the name came from.

What does Pinhook mean? Do you have any idea?

Pinhook?

I have no idea unless it is a curvature or the path that a creek carves.

You are not on camera now, are you?  No.

My grandmother’s family, part of them were in the Pinhook Community.

Okay, all right. And that would have been unless a Pinhook community would have been on down, below the Gamble Valley.

Yeah, well probably in the lower end of

Lower end

Yeah, there were numerous Gambles that owned property in. They must have owned the entire valley. 

Yeah, That's right 

According to some documents I found down at the library, there were dozens and dozens of

Yeah

(Off camera discussion 16.03 to 16.56 minutes)

We are going,  when we get started here, we are going to ask you a question about how people got to know one another.  How did you know the people in the New Hope Community?  How did you know, you know, you didn't, you had several little communities around here, but you didn't always go, like you said you only went there in decorations and Gospel readings and things like that. So just tell us how you got to know your neighbors and the kind of things that would pull you together.  

(Off camera discussion 17.29 to 17.46 minutes)

Well, tell us how you got to know your neighbors and the community you were and a community between Elza and Clinton and yet you knew people over in New Hope.  How did you get to know?

Well, they were family a lot of them, relatives and also at that time for instance at harvest time, molasses making time, and etc., people would come out of this area and down in the New Hope,  reach Robertsville area and peddling their, whatever they had to sell, going towards Clinton I guess until they sold out one thing and then two they had. There was considerable community activities, pie suppers, reunions, whatnot, and people traveled from one community to the other in connection with these activities, but primarily it was relatives. 

Relatives, okay.

Is there anything else about the New Hope and that community that you would like to tell us about, anything you recall?

Well, one thing and this probably goes back to late 1941 or 1942 when the people were forced to evacuate, yet I was down in that area some, particularly the pig farm and so on and you know those people had to move out and leave their crops and they weren’t given enough time to take their possessions with them.  It was a very, wasn't a real good time at that time for those people and all other people that I met were saying, even I had the paper out down through here, that was the paperboy, all right, and they were nice people.  They all got along well.  They looked there for each other and it was a different type of community to what we are now like, 

Okay, all right, anything else you can think of.

That is – that’s exactly what I was looking for.  

Good deal. Excellent.

Did you hear the news about the bomb being dropped at Hiroshima?  

Yes, but I was in, lets see that was in August. I was in Hersfeld, Germany, at that time. See I left here going the end of service in June 43 and when I came back here, it was a new world.

Do you live here then ever since? You always lived around this area? 

Yes, yeah, last about a year in Paducah, Kentucky, three years in service. All my other times have been between Oak Ridge and Clinton or in Clinton.

Do you want to say what it was like when you came back after the war?

Yeah, talk about that little bit. What was it? What was your impressions when you came back after your time in the war, sort of start off your comments by when I came back, so we will know where it's in context you know, when you came back from the war what was different?

Well, when I came back from service in March of 1946, one thing I remember is we lived three miles out of Clinton, three miles out of Oak Ridge and you could probably walk to either place quicker than you could get your car out into the road in the traffic. There was of course before I went in service the rationing was in effect, rationing for the most part was still in effect. It was just and there was more people here in 46 than it was in 43 when I left, although several thousands of people had come in by June of 46, but on my first opportunity to come back into Oak Ridge, West of the Elza Gate underpass, you couldn't recognize much of it.  It had been bowled over and turned out.  The only things that were still intact when I came back that I can recall is.  1. The Glen Copeland building was still intact; the military was using it for personnel at Elza Gate.  2.  The Owen Hackworth house was still standing and is still standing today.  The church and I have been, I believe this was Arkansas Avenue was still standing.  Mr. Jim Dunlap’s house was still standing.  The cross house at Grove Center was still standing, in fact I believe at that time, it was -- I see -- what was in that building -- it was still standing for several years, in fact I believe union all was in that one time -- and there was a large swimming pool behind.  Now that swimming pool was just about as large before Oak Ridge came in here's it is now.  It was a large swimming pool and those were the only areas that I could recognize from pre 1942 days.  

That’s good.  Thank you! That’s very good!  

You get that on camera?

Yeah!  You had it! 

Here it is

Some childhood stories around the area, memories.

Well, I have got a lot of those, not from this area here 

Up there in  Clinton

Man,  I think I have got 83 years of stories,  I can tell you

What’s the period now when you give it, this microphone, if you do not hear 

All right 

Come on, there you go, there you go!

