ALICE PEIRCEY

HOW DID YOU BEGIN WORKING AT Y-12?
I graduated from high school in ‘43 and I went to Chattanooga and got a job. I worked in a candy factory, and my sisters worked for American Lava, I believe in Chattanooga. It was a war deal, and somehow we wound up in Oak Ridge, I don’t know how. If somebody came there to, I guess, I don’t remember. I came in 1944 I think and I was terminated when Tennessee Eastman left, in 1946 I believe.

WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER ABOUT WHERE YOU WORKED AND WHAT YOU DID?

It was a big building and I think from the time I left my dormitory I changed badges three or four times to get to my work station, and we had gone to school or training for six to eight weeks to learn to operate this. At the time we could only tell we were control operators, but actually we controlled the high voltage that went into cranking that little box out in the track. I think it was uranium. I didn’t know what it was at that time. But we had to take meter readings every hour. Some meters should read high and some low. I think that was to get the pure uranium or whatever. We knew that the controls and things to make adjustments to have that happen. 
Well we’d have to make adjustments to get it back on the air, we called it, and it was controlling high voltage and when that kicked off it meant the voltage was off. We knew enough, I don’t know if I’m able to say this or not, but in the basement of that building were heaters and out on the track they put a little block or box in it, and they would set the heater so high and when the temperature was right it would burst that little box out on the track and that’s when we got meter readings on our cubicle and we had learned to make certain adjustments you know to keep it on the air and keep some meters reading low and some reading high. It was quite scary after we had, in our training we practiced on a dummy cubicle, but at that time even security was so tight you could not say you were a cubicle operator just a control operator. When I saw that real cubicle with all those lights and I knew I was responsible for keeping that thing on the air it was a little scary. I was felt like I was privileged to help to be a part of it. I liked that. 
DO YOU REMEMBER A RED LINE IN THE WORK AREA?

I seem to remember there was. If you got inside that line that’s where the strong magnetic field, and if we leaned over close enough to the track, if we had bobby pins our hair they’d just fly out and hang on the side. 

WHAT WERE YOUR HOURS LIKE?
That was no fun. We worked 7:00 to 3:00, 3:00 to 11:00, and then 11:00 to 7:00, and it was during that time when I really enjoyed going to the rec. hall, but they played the music so loud and down by the tennis court close to where I lived, I’d lay there having to get up at 11:00 and go to work, and the band would be playing sentimental journey. Made me thing I just don’t like this job if I have to get up that time of night. But anyway it still brings back a lot of memories.

WHEN DID YOU FIND OUT ABOUT THE BOMB?

I lived in a dormitory, my sister and I did in Gary Hall. We would walk down to a little station there to catch a bus to work and that was right after the bomb was dropped. We started to work that afternoon at 3:00, and everybody’s hurry, scurrying around the little bus stop. We didn’t know what in the world’s going on and found out the bomb was dropped and it was made in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.

So that was quite a thrill to know we had a part in it, and up until that time we didn’t know what we were doing. I count it a privilege to have done that and am very proud of the fact that I took a little part in bringing that war to an end. Too bad the damage the bomb had to do, but I guess it was necessary.

HOW DID YOU GET TO WORK?
On an old army bus. Sometimes there was a trailer hitched on behind the things, but at the time I came here there was nothing but mud and rain, really discouraging at first. After, you know, a good time, I loved it here. Oh, I shouldn’t have told you that. That was the ride when the old trailers that was hitched on these things, they’d just swing and sway, and you know I got off from work at 7:00 in the morning. We’d change shifts every week, and I could sleep standing up back then which I did held to the rod at the top of the bus, or the trailer, and my sister pulled my nose and woke me up and found everybody was laughing at me. So those were times you’d get so sleepy on the hoot owl shift we called it, but it was some experience. 
DID YOU MEET YOUR HUSBAND AT Y-12?

I did, he was right out of the navy and I met him I guess at the cafeteria down where we worked and we rode the bus together to work a lot of times. He worked in the chemical building at Y12. We moved into a little trailer after we married. I don’t know. It was in Oak Ridge, a trailer park. That’s about all I remember about it. My first date with my husband was a dance on the tennis court, and it was so much fun. I went to the rec. hall too, enjoyed going up there in Jefferson Center I think it was called. My husband, later on after we married, several years after we married he came to work here in the chemistry department. He wore a white uniform, and we wore blue where I worked. So I don’t know anyone that works here now.

DID YOU KNOW THAT YOU WERE WORKING ON A SECRET WEAPON?
Didn’t enter my mind. I think from what I read in that book I was making 75 cents an hour and that was impressive you know. So I thought that was pretty good money I guess back then.

WHERE THERE MANY EMPLOYEES AT Y-12?
Yes, people from all over United States. In fact, my good boss that I thought the world of was from Taylor, Texas right out of Austin, a wonderful man. Herman L. Thompson. After I moved to Austin to live, later on in years, my sister and I tried to look him up and he had just moved from there. He was a wonderful person.

DO YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO WORKS AT Y-12 TODAY?
No, not in Y12.I still have a niece that’s in that lives in Oak Ridge, and I’ve had a sister that lives here, passed away.

IS YOUR SISTER IN THE PICTURE OF THE LADIES LEAVING WORK?

She is, uh huh, she is. She’s passed away now, not many of us left in that picture I bet.

So fortunate to be here. So happy that I’m able after all these years to come back and bring my lovely daughter and great granddaughter and precious friend with me so that’s how come I can be here. So I’m thankful to them and thankful for you for the part you’ve played, but I did not expect all this. You know that. 
WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT YOUR PICTURE HANGING IN THE JACK CASE CENTER?


I just think that it’s wonderful, and I’m so happy that I could be a part of it. I’m impressed with the large building I saw coming in. That’s where it’s going to be placed. I just hope I can be here whenever it happens. I’m going to try. 
