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MR. MCDANIEL:  This is Keith McDaniel, and today is November the 16th, 2011.  And I am at the home of Mr. Don Watson in Maryville, and, Mr. Watson, thanks for taking time to talk to us.  Let's start at the beginning.  Tell me about where you were born and when you were born and something about your family and where you grew up.
MR. WATSON:  Well, I was born in Wheat, Tennessee on - May 13th, 1918.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.  Any farther?
MR. MCDANIEL:  Go ahead.
MR. WATSON:  About the family?
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, talk about the family.
MR. WATSON:  Well, my family came from England. The Watsons moved to South Carolina in 17-something.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  And then they moved to Roane County and bought about 50 acres of land in the Wheat area before it was ever called Wheat.  And then some of us divided off to different - the families.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And my dad ended up with 478 acres, I believe it was exactly. On the East Fork Valley Road at the intersection now where it would be on 58 down at Bear Creek.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MR. WATSON:  Yes and there was nine boys and one girl in our family.  I was the youngest.  And the oldest boy died in World War I.  And I was eight months old, and I remember that my - it was told to me, that my dad and mother had to go to Nashville to get the body when it was sent back.  And I stayed with the Arnold family.  Now you may not like this, but the - they said that I - this is - Mrs. Arnold nursed me and her boy, Lee Arnold, who was the same age.  And I wouldn't doubt it because I was larger than Lee.  Lee never did get really tall, and he was small.
MR. MCDANIEL:  You got the good milk, didn't you?  
MR. WATSON:  That's what he said.  And Lee always threw that up to me whenever somebody would say, "Well, why are you so much taller than I am?"  And he said – “well, I'm a hog, and that I got most of the milk.”
MR. MCDANIEL:  I want to do something real quick but.
MR. WATSON:  We grew up together and -
MR. MCDANIEL:  Hold on a second.  I'm going to do something.  I'm going to adjust your glasses up just a hair.  All right?
MR. WATSON:  Okay.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Let's see.  That looks good.  Yeah, that gets rid of that - most of that reflection.  So, Leon Arnold - you and Leon grew up together?
MR. WATSON:  Yes.  We graduated high school together. And things were right at the end of the Depression.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, you - but you were born in 1918.
MR. WATSON: Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.  Was there - as I recall, 1918 was the year of the Great Flu Epidemic.
MR. WATSON:  Is - flu - yes -
MR. MCDANIEL:  The Flu Epidemic.
MR. WATSON:  Yes, that's what he died of.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Who did?
MR. WATSON:  My brother did.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  Yes.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  And but he was in the service when he died.
MR. WATSON:  Yes but he was - he wasn't overseas.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Was there - do you remember your parents talking about the flu epidemic?
MR. WATSON:  Oh, yes.
MR. MCDANIEL: Throughout like your community?
MR. WATSON:  Yes.  
MR. MCDANIEL: Did people die of it in Wheat?
MR. WATSON:  Quite a few.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. WATSON:  But I don't remember the names of a lot of them.
MR. MCDANIEL:  The reason I ask that is my father was born in 1918.
MR. WATSON:  Is that right?
MR. MCDANIEL:  And he got the flu.
MR. WATSON:  Oh.
MR. MCDANIEL:  And they didn't expect him to live.
MR. WATSON:  Oh.
MR. MCDANIEL:	But he survived it.
MR. WATSON:  Good.
MR. MCDANIEL:  So, but, anyway, I was just curious about that.
MR. WATSON:  Uh-huh.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Since that was that.  So, you grew up there in Wheat.  Tell me about growing up in Wheat.  What was it like for your family and for - as a child?
MR. WATSON:  Well, Wheat was a very close knit community.  In other words, it was a rural community, of course, and it wasn't but there stores there. And we had peddlers that'd come by to buy your eggs and everything.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  And stuff like that.  And they'd take them to Harriman, usually, to sell it.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.  That's all right.  You go ahead.  Go ahead.  
MR. WATSON:  And about the farming -
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, sure, the farming.
MR. WATSON:  We had - as a rule, we had about ten to 12 milk cows, about 35 to 40 beef cattle.  And then our livestock, our horses.  We had - always had two mares that my dad could ride.  He never could drive worth a hoot.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. WATSON:  No, and we never did have any tractors or anything like that back then.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And whenever we - we had a binding machine.  We'd cut our wheat.  But we'd have to have somebody go come thrash it, you see.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And bale the hay and all that.  And we'd have at least 300 bushel of corn in the fall, and my dad spent all the time out in the barn shucking corn and throwing it over into the - what we called a crib.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And it was quite a job, and we'd get up - he'd get us up at 4:00 every morning.  And my mother then - he'd get out and feed the hogs and stuff like that.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. WATSON:  And then my mother would get up for breakfast and then they'd get us up.  We'd had the nine room house with six fireplaces.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  And it had what we called the front upstairs, and that was the guest bedrooms.  And the back upstairs had two rooms, and that's where most all the boys slept.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And then my sister slept downstairs in the bedroom.  And we'd have to wait until it get dark - daylight to go out and milk.  Because we couldn't - he wouldn't let us take a lantern out because the danger of fire.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON: And then we'd have to come back and sit by the fireplace until you get ready to go to school.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow.  What - now, so what - so you had cows.  You had dairy cows.  You had hogs.  You know, you -
MR. WATSON:  Yes, we always had about ten to 15 dairy cows.  And we sold milk, and we sold cream.  And, at times, we took butter to Harriman.  And we would take it to people.
MR. MCDANIEL:  You have chickens?
MR. WATSON:  Yes.  We had chickens, and I even had bees and hogs.  We always had hogs, but I had a brother just older than me who died when he was 16.  But he had one chicken lot, and I had the other.  And we had different types of chickens.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  I had Buff Orpingtons, and he had - I forget what he had, but it was a great life.  We had - always have a watermelon patch.  And, sometimes, people would get into to steal it.  One time, we got a big round rock and painted it green. And they - somebody caught them coming - tried to get it.  Thought it was a watermelon.
MR. MCDANIEL:  That's funny.  So you grew up - so Wheat was - it was a rural community.  You were farmers, and - but you want to school there at Wheat.
MR. WATSON:  Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  You went to elementary school, I imagine, and high school.
MR. WATSON:  In fact, Bonita's dad used to work for my dad.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Did he?
MR. WATSON:  And they lived - and they bought a little place right across the Bear Creek.  And our place was more bound by Bear Creek on one side and East Ford Creek on the other.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. WATSON:  And then they both went into Poplar Creek.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.  Tell me about the peaches.  Tell me a little bit about the peaches.
MR. WATSON:  Peaches?  Well, now, the peach orchard was Hyland Orchard Company.  That was one of them.   And one of my brothers and two other fellows owned it.  Now, that's where Hyland stayed now is Oak Ridge.  You heard about it?
MR. MCDANIEL:  No.
MR. WATSON:  They've got an estate up there.  They say it's very beautiful.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  But it was up on the ridge, and they would have about five people working year round on it.  Pruning and spraying and all of that.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. WATSON: And then - at harvest time, you'd only get a crop about every three to four years because the frost would kill the peaches - the blooms.  And it wasn't very profitable over the times, but in 1934, I had just learned to drive.  And I drove the truck.  Did you ever know Marvin Stonecipher?
MR. MCDANIEL:  No.
MR. WATSON:  He was the sheriff of Roane County for -
MR. MCDANIEL:  I've heard of him.
MR. WATSON:  Well, he was Bonita's brother.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. WATSON:  And he and I hauled the peaches to the bill of - railroad station.  And they were sold to a company in Ohio, Gentilly Brothers.  They would have their inspectors there to inspect, and my brother had a big packing shed.  That had a conveyor belt.  Of course, it was run with gasoline engines.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.  
MR. WATSON:  And they'd have - the conveyor belts would take the peaches along, and the people would pick out the over ripes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And they had little rollers down there would take the ones that were too small.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And the number one peaches would be carried on out to the end and then they'd put in the bushel baskets.  And they'd - oh, they had what they call a ringer top is made of metal. And you'd put the pretty peaches on top.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah.  Of course.
MR. WATSON:  And then you'd put the others in on top of them.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. WATSON:  But Marvin and I carried those, and that year was '34.  And we had 20,000 bushels approximately now.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow.
MR. WATSON:  Of number one peaches that shipped to the Gentilly Brothers in Cincinnati, Ohio.   And my dad, then, had a booth over in Western Avenue Market in Knoxville.  At night, we would carry the over ripes over there, and the merchants would buy those or the housewives would buy those to can and sell, you see.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. WATSON:  Or the merchants did.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.
MR. WATSON:  And my dad had a - stayed at a boarding house, and Marvin and I slept in the back of the truck all for two weeks, usually around about two or three weeks.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. WATSON:  And we - when we'd take it over at night, then we'd go over and take a bath at my dad's - where he was boarding.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, really?  Now where was the market?
MR. WATSON:  What?
MR. MCDANIEL:  Where was the market?  
MR. WATSON:  It used to be Western Avenue Market.  
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, okay.
MR. WATSON:  In Knoxville.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. WATSON:  And they had a whole big building in there.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. WATSON:  It was a tobacco warehouse in the summertime.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, okay.  I see.  Yeah.
MR. WATSON:  In the summertime.
MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, but so that was about, you said, the mid '30s.  
MR. WATSON:  That was '34.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Now when did the peach blight come through?
MR. WATSON:  The peach blight?  Well, it wouldn't be a blight so much as it would be the frost would kill it.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, but I thought a peach blight came through in the late '30s that kind of - the disease.
MR. WATSON:  Well, there could have been.  Now they had - Kingston had a lot of peach orchards.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And Dyllis Orchard was the biggest one in Wheat and Hyland Orchard.  And were the two largest in the state.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?  
MR. WATSON:  Now there was about five or six other peach orchards, one even right there in Wheat.  Do you know where the Bear Creek is at the 58 intersection?
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. WATSON:  On the old road there is - that was called Wheat Orchards Company, and my younger brother and Charlie McKinney, who owned the store that there at the - in Wheat.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. WATSON:  Owned that.  It was on what they call McKinney Ridge.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.  I know where that is.
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL:  So, you grew up in Wheat, and you went to school there and worked.
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL:  I'm sure you worked hard on the farm just like most boys who grew up on a farm.
MR. WATSON:  Right.
MR. MCDANIEL:  You went to high school there.  Right?
MR. WATSON:  I graduated in 1936.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Graduated from Wheat - was it Wheat High School?
MR. WATSON:  Yes.  Nine boys and nine girls in our class.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. WATSON:  Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  How many of them are - do you still keep up with?  Any of them?
MR. WATSON:  They're all dead.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Are they?  Well, not all of them.
MR. WATSON:  Well, I'm the only one left.
MR. MCDANIEL:  You're the only one left.
MR. WATSON:  The last one died about two years ago.  She lived in Rockwood.  She married a - she was a Haggler, and she lived in Bethel Valley.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. WATSON:  And but I understand that she died about two years ago.
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  I've got the picture of all of them in there.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. WATSON: Yes.  Well we had -
MR. MCDANIEL:  So -
MR. WATSON:  At one time, we had - they had a good football team. That was when Marvin - he's about five years older than me - was playing, and their coach had been a professional baseball player and coach down in Florida.  And they brought - he came up to be principal in the - he was a native to that area originally, and to be coach and principal, and he brought about five ringers - that's people who -
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. WATSON:  Evidently failed in college, or something, and they really had a football team.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, I bet.
MR. WATSON:  But, when I got in - my dad didn't approve of - he said I needed to stay home and work rather than play football.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MR. WATSON:  But they played in the afternoon.  We didn't have electricity, and I played.  And unfortunately, I got a bad injury.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Did you?
MR. WATSON:  I got hit right over my eye, and I played on.  We didn't have too much of a team.  We just had about 12 or 15 go out for the team.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And I went home, and the next day, my dad saw my eye all puffed over, you know, and he didn't give much sensitive to me.  And I picked up potatoes all day long on Saturday, and then on Sunday, I went to church and...  Monday, I went back to school, and about noon, I took a headache.  And the coach took me home. 
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. WATSON:  And my dad took me to the doctor in Harriman, and they said I had a concussion.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, my.
MR. WATSON:  Well, I - brought me back home and told me to stay in bed two or three days, but the next morning, I was delirious.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. WATSON:  Completely out of it, and they rushed me back and x-rayed me, and I had a compound fracture around my skull.  And they operated here and removed the blood clot.
MR. MCDANIEL:  My goodness.
MR. WATSON:  So, but I was - played again.
MR. MCDANIEL:  You hadn't been the same ever since, have you?
MR. WATSON:  I played - two years later, I played, and we played - had a good basketball team.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, what kind of helmets did you wear back then?
MR. WATSON:  Leather helmets like the airports had, and it didn't have any faceguards.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. WATSON:  Terrible.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.  It was just leather.  Just thick leather is all it was.
MR. WATSON:  Yes, just leather.
MR. MCDANIEL:  My goodness.  
MR. WATSON:  But, I guess, Lee Arnold and I were considered the two most mischievous boys in school.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. WATSON:  Yes.  We were not mean, but we were always picking on people.  And we'd get itching powders and slip it onto teachers' fur coats that had - and they'd scratch the whole time, and we'd get stink bombs, and we'd put those on the swinging doors.  When they'd close the door, they'd hit the floor, and they'd make such a smell, they had to open the window.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, my goodness.  
MR. WATSON:  And the coach called - knowing Lee Arnold and I were two mischievous boys, there's the other mischievous but not like us.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  He called us down the office - a little office about half this big -and he said, "Lee, did you drop those stink bombs."  Lee said, "No, sir.  I didn't, Coach."  He walks around, "Don, did you drop those stink bombs?"  I said, "No, sir.  I didn't."  He walked a little farther.  He said, "Well, I've never caught either one of you in a lie, and I believe you, but I've got one other question.  Did you have anything to do with it?"  We said, "We'd rather not answer that question," because we had bought them.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah.  Oh, yeah.  
MR. WATSON:  So he gave us a penalty.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. WATSON:  But we went ahead and took our penalties. 
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  We had to carry out ashes from the furnace down in the bottom of the stove.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  But we came back in, and before we came up, we rubbed out faces and it was black, you know.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah.  Yeah.
MR. WATSON:  He said, "God, Sonny.  You boys must have fell in the ash pit."  And he said, "Go back downstairs now and put fire in the dressing room and take a shower and get back into class."  So we were pretty mischievous.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, it sounds like it.  Sounds to me like it.  Now, of course, that was the '30s.  '29, I guess it was- about ten years was the Depression.  How did that - how did the Depression affect you all?
MR. WATSON:  Well, of course, bad.  My dad had the farm, and it wasn't doing too good.  And somebody wanted to borrow some money, and my dad, at that time, had a little money.  And he loaned them about $20,000.00.  He and another fellow - about ten apiece.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And then the fellow skipped the country.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Did he?
MR. WATSON:  And he had to mortgage the farm.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, my.  
MR. WATSON:  And it made it rough from there on.  He finally ended up having to sell it to get rid of the mortgage.  He sold it in '37 after I left home.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.  So you -
MR. WATSON:  Then they bought 25 acres right across from K-25 and built a new house down there.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, okay.  
MR. WATSON:  And I never did live there but about six weeks and that's - I was working in Harriman at the time, and I - he died on Christmas Day, 1939.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MR. WATSON: Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  My goodness.  We - you - so you graduated in '36.
MR. WATSON:  Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  And then you went - where did you go after?
MR. WATSON:  Well, I didn't want to stay on the farm.  No more money.  So, Lee Arnold and two others - four of us went over and tried to get in the Navy. They got in, but I didn't because of this skull fracture.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah, yeah.  
MR. WATSON:  And they wouldn't take me back then.  So, I left home, and I had an aunt that lived in Knoxville.  And I went around looking for jobs.  Finally, I went in to Penney's, and the manager, Mr. Riggins, he said, "Why don't you go to college?"  I said, "Mr. Riggins, if I had the money to go to college, I wouldn't be in here asking for a job."
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  He says, "I don't have any regular jobs," but he said, "Why don't you go to UT [University of Tennessee] summer school, and I'll use you part time?"  Well, the summer school, you had three classes or four in the mornings, and I could get off at noon.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And my aunt didn't charge me anything to stay with them.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  So I went to summer school, and I took English, economics and accounting.  And I came out with it okay, but the instructors said - talking about going to regular school.  He said, "If you're going to have to work all the time," he said, "You cannot handle it, and I would go to a smaller school."
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  So, he suggested Tennessee Wesleyan in Athens because it had a good business administration school, and I didn't know about going.  And I had another uncle lived over there that was fairly in - not - he had a little extra money, and he offered to put up $500.00 for me to go, if I wanted to go, because he had gone to University of Chattanooga which was, at that time, Tennessee Wesleyan.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. WATSON:  Or Tennessee Wesleyan was part of Chattanooga.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. WATSON:  So I went back to Mr. Riggins at Penney's, and he said, "Well, I'll tell you."  He said, "If you'll - you're going down there."  Said, "Any time you want to work, you come in here.  You don't even have to ask me.  You just come in and go up and sign in and work on the weekends."
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, okay.
MR. WATSON:  And I - one of the boys that worked at Penney's, who was over me at that time, had graduated in Tennessee Wesleyan, and he got me - called and got me a job waiting tables and washing dishes at the men's dormitory.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, really?
MR. WATSON:  So that paid my room and board.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. WATSON:  And then I'd get - arranged my classes to get off about 10:00 on Fridays part of the time.  I'd hitchhike to Knoxville, and I'd work at Penney's Friday afternoon and all day Saturday, and then during the summer, I worked at Penney's.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, really?
MR. WATSON:  Mr. Riggins was wonderful to me.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, where was that Penney's?
MR. WATSON:  Where was the store?
MR. MCDANIEL:  Where was the store?
MR. WATSON: It was on Gay Street.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, was it?
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Gay.   
MR. WATSON:  Right across the Miller's.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. WATSON:  Miller's at that time.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL:  I guess that - Gay Street, back then, that was the shopping district, wasn't it, for Knoxville?
MR. WATSON:  Yes.  They didn't have West Town and all that.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah.  Of course not.  Of course not.  So, you worked there.  Did you work your way through college?
MR. WATSON:  Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Did you eventually end up going in the service, too?
MR. WATSON:  It was a two year college.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. WATSON:  And when it came time to leave, I had a chance of getting a job in Harriman or Penney's.  Of course, Penney's was more profitable.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. WATSON:  But, my dad had had a stroke.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. WATSON:  And I didn't want to leave too far because, Penney's, you'd have to move around, you know.
MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. WATSON:  And they - McKinney Hardware, they were right on Roane Street in Harriman is - offered me a job.  $15.00 a week and I paid room and board $25.00 a week.
MR. MCDANIEL:  A month.
MR. WATSON:  I said - a month, yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, okay.
MR. WATSON:  So I got rich.
MR. MCDANIEL:  So you got rich.  Wow.  Goodness gracious.
MR. WATSON:  But I worked -
MR. MCDANIEL:  Now where was McKinney Hardware?  Was it over -
MR. WATSON:  You know where the ACME Drugstore was?
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yep.
MR. WATSON:  Two doors down.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, okay.  Yeah.  
MR. WATSON:  Two doors down.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Was it up, up from it?
MR. WATSON:  Down.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, down.  The other way.
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. WATSON:  I lived there - after I - let's see.  My dad died in '39.  They'd moved into the new house, and my sister taught school.  And we - she rented the house in Oak Ridge.  It was in Oak Ridge at the time.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  Along K-25.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And I rented a house on Clinton Street in Harriman, and they moved down with me.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, okay.  
MR. WATSON:  And then I bought a house right across the street from them.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MR. WATSON:  Believe it or not, for, $3,000.00 and Clinton Street was the next best street in Harriman.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, sure.
MR. WATSON:  And it had three bedrooms, upstairs and downstairs.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow.
MR. WATSON:  But, it had three bedrooms, a screened in porch on the back up and down and two baths and a stoker furnace.  For a car - house, at that time, that was about the price of them.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.  Now, what was the best street?  Was Cumberland the best street?  
MR. WATSON:  How's that?
MR. MCDANIEL:  What was the best street?  Cumberland?
MR. WATSON:  Cumberland, Cumberland.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Cumberland.
MR. WATSON:  Yes.  It was considered the best residential section.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, sure, sure.
MR. WATSON:  And Glenn Brown, who lived and graduated from Kingston, worked at the White Store there in Harriman, and he and I ran around together all the time.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, did you?
MR. WATSON:  And he moved in with us and just stayed with us.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, what year was that that you bought the house?
MR. WATSON: 19 - about 1940.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.  1940.
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.  So, you bought the house.  You were working there in Harriman. 
MR. WATSON:  In Harriman, yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  At McKinney Hardware.
MR. WATSON:  Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  And your family had moved in.
MR. WATSON:  Well, in '41, I was drafted.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Were you?
MR. WATSON:  And I quit my job, and so I had a car, incidentally.  First car I bought was a '34 Ford with those suicide doors.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. WATSON: I paid $75.00 for it, and I was out one night, with a boy from Kingston - Bennett or something.  I can't think of his name, and he said, "What'd you take for this car?"  I said, "I really don't want to sell it."  And he said, "Well, what is it worth?"  I said, "Well, I wouldn't sell it for less than $125.00."  I'd make $50.00 profit.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MR. WATSON:  And I didn't expect to sell it, and the next morning, he come in and started counting out money.  I said, "What's that?"  He said, "You said you'd sell it for $125.00."  I said, "Well, not really exactly, but I guess that - it's what I said."  And I let him have it.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Did you?  
MR. WATSON: Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, you lived probably close enough to Harriman where you could just walk to work.  Couldn't you?
MR. WATSON:  Oh, I walked.  Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, you walked to work.
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.  I was living up in Clinton Street just -
MR. MCDANIEL:  Just -
MR. WATSON:  Right down the street.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Just right down.  Now, Clinton and Cumberland, are they parallel to each other or do they intersect?
MR. WATSON:	How's that now?  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Are - is-
MR. WATSON:  Roane Street and Clinton Street were parallel.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, and the Cumberland was -
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL:  On up.
MR. WATSON: Well, there was one in between.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah.  
MR. WATSON:  The - Clinton was the second street up, and Cumberland was the third.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Cumberland was the third.  It was up on the top of the ridge.
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. WATSON: Yeah.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  So.
MR. WATSON:  But, I knew a lot of people liked both places.
MR. MCDANIEL:  So, in '40 - you said '40 or '41, you got drafted?
MR. WATSON:  Well, in '41, I got drafted and was turned down again, and I sold my car and quit the job. And went over to - and they turned me down, and I went over to Penney's and went back to work there.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, did you?
MR. WATSON:  Yes and they worked me for about a year. And I went in the service then in December '42.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Now how did they - how did you end up going in the service if you'd been turned down twice already?
MR. WATSON:  Well, back then, the first time was because it wasn't really of urgency.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. WATSON:  They had - you had to be almost perfect.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah.
MR. WATSON:  I never did have any more trouble with this.
MR. MCDANIEL:  So, by '42 they're in the middle of the War, and they needed soldiers, didn't they?
MR. WATSON: Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  So what did you go in?  The Army?
MR. WATSON:  I went in the Army and was the Fifth in Florida and then I was sent up to Fort Devens, Massachusetts.  Army Amphibious Engineers.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. WATSON:  In Harbor Craft Company, and I was assigned to the Third Brigade, and the First and Second Brigade had already been sent to Japan or to the Pacific.
MR. MCDANIEL:  To the Pacific.  
MR. WATSON:  And you know what, the Amphibious Engineers - they had landing craft, floating cranes tugboats and things like that except, also, a lot of land soldiers.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.  
MR. WATSON:  Not combat soldiers.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And then I was - after we finished our basic training in Third Brigade, about 13 or 15 of us, I believe it was, was transferred to the Fourth Brigade.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. WATSON:  And the Third Brigade went to the Pacific.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. WATSON:  And I was transferred over as a supply clerk.  I was a Private to begin with, and then we stayed there for about five more months and sent down to Camp Gordon Johnston, Florida, and reorganized.  And I was made the supply sergeant.  That was a staff sergeant rating and we trained then in the Gulf of Mexico. 
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And then we stayed there about five months and were shipped overseas.
MR. MCDANIEL:  So, you were gone when the government came into Oak Ridge and took everybody's land.
MR. WATSON:  Yes.  I wasn't there when they did that.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.  Now, did your parents - did your mother still have property?
MR. WATSON:  My mother did.  My dad was dead.
MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  Yeah, your father had passed away.  
MR. WATSON:  And that house is sitting into - you know where Elza Gate is? It's on the left up on the hill.  They moved that house up there.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MR. WATSON: That's the only one that I know of that was moved.  I went by to see it one time.  They made just a little bit of alter - altered it a little bit.  But somebody is - had a doctor sign there.  I don't know is it - but somebody said he's the veterinarian doctor or was the other doctor.  I don't know who had bought it.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  It's on the left of Elza Gate.  It's on the Turnpike?
MR. WATSON:  It still - they say it's still sitting up there.  It's on the left if you went out of Elza Gate on the Clinton - old Clinton Highway.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. WATSON:  It's up on the hill.  You ought to go by and see it.
MR. MCDANIEL:  The only one - is it over the hill or before you get up to the hill?
MR. WATSON:  It's up on the left on the little hill but not too much of a hill but where it's - the road isn't right there.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah ,yeah.  I'll go look.  I'll go look and see.
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL:  So, that was your mother's house.
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL:  That this - the new house that they had built.
MR. WATSON:  Yes. 
MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.  So, what did your mother - what did she get for the - she had 35 acres and the house, right?
MR. WATSON:  Yes.  I don't know what they got, but I was gone.  All I can say is that it was told to me, and it was in the - I named it in the Heartland series - that they ask about that this, and my mother said, "Well, if you get the boys and the girls back home, they can have it, and I won't argue about it."
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  That's what she said.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, good.
MR. WATSON:  She was a nice lady.
MR. MCDANIEL:  So, where did she go?  Where did she move to?  
MR. WATSON:  My mother?
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. WATSON:  Well, see -
MR. MCDANIEL:  She had moved to Harriman, hadn't she?
MR. WATSON:  Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. WATSON:  And then - after I got out - I was in the service for 42 months, and I came back, got married.  I met a girl when - while I was in the service, and I got married.  And we moved in - I got a job with - when I was in Harriman, at the hardware store, we sold Hotpoint appliances, and I was a salesman for Maytag washers and Hotpoint appliances all over Roane, Morgan, and Scott County.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  And when I came back, I started to go back to the store.  They offered me a job there and I went back for a little bit and then the manager died - Mr. McKinney died, and when I got married, then I got a job with Hotpoint.  And I was the East Tennessee sales representative, and they wanted me to move to Knoxville.  I moved to Fountain City, and I traveled all the way from Rockwood to Bristol - territory that I had with the sales representative for Hotpoint.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.  Now, did you sell to individuals or to businesses or?
MR. WATSON:  What?
MR. MCDANIEL:  Who was your - who was you - who were your customers?
MR. WATSON:  Well, I had to put on new dealers.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, okay.  I see.
MR. WATSON:  See, they didn't make any appliances here, and they only had about three dealers.  One of them was Bell Electric in Knoxville, then I put in Miller's, and I put on - I had about 30 dealers then all the way up to Bristol and to Mountain City.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  I had everywhere from Rockwood, and I had the Browder's in Harriman.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Did you have the Browder's?  
MR. WATSON:  And all the way up to Bristol.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Now how - let me do something real quick.  How long did you do that?
MR. WATSON:  About seven years.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Seven years.  Okay. 
MR. WATSON:  And I had my wife had four children, and I was gone so much it was hard on her.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.  
MR. WATSON:  So I wanted to get in some kind of business.  So, one of my dealers in Rogersville - what was that?  A Western Auto Dealer.  And he said, "Why don't you get a Western Auto store?"
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. WATSON:  I got to checking around with it.  He said, "You won't get rich, but you will make a living."  So I got an interview with them up in Ohio and went up there, and they said that, if I had $20,000.00, I could get one if I had a location.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  I said, "I don't have $20,000.00," and I said, "I'd be interested in a store in Marston, Maryville, Athens, or Oak Ridge."
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And Maryville was the only place that had one open.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, really?  
MR. WATSON:  So, I said, "If you can let me in for about $16,000.00, I can rake that up." 
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And so I found a location, and I moved over here in 1953.
MR. MCDANIEL:  In Maryville?
MR. WATSON:  Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Okay.
MR. WATSON:  And I had the Western Auto then for 26 years.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?  Where was it located?
MR. WATSON:  Right on Broadway across from the City Municipal Building.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, okay.  Sure.  Right there.  So, you had it for 36 years.
MR. WATSON:  I had it - the one building first.  If you may not be acquainted with it, but it belonged to a fellow that is dead now.  But they've got Merlin's Music Shop there.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.  
MR. WATSON:  But three stores - three doors up the street was the - used to be a Frigidaire dealership, and they sold it to Hair Brothers was the people who owned the building.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And I bought the building.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MR. WATSON:  And then I moved up there, and I was 11 years in that first building, then the rest of it in that building.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  But I bought that building from the Hair Brothers.
MR. MCDANIEL: So, you're a Western Auto dealer.
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.  I have a picture of it right up there.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, okay.  I'll go look at it here in just a minute, and then you did that until you retired?
MR. WATSON:  I didn't stay there until I retired.  My first wife died in '63, and I had the four children.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And they were age nine, and I had twins, 12, and the girl was 14.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, my goodness.
MR. WATSON:  And my mother was over at Asbury Acres in the nursing home.  She was 90 - about 91 years old at the time.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. WATSON:  I had to take care of her, and I had a brother in Harriman that's - his wife has died, and he had to be in a nursing home.  Then I'd go over there once a week and take care of him.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. WATSON: His problems and try to run the store and take care of the children and -
MR. MCDANIEL:  That was a tough time, wasn't it?
MR. WATSON:  I had a tough time for five years.
MR. MCDANIEL:  I bet you did.  My goodness.  My goodness.
MR. WATSON: But I can't complain.  I remarried the girl that was working with me, and she had been married, and she had a daughter.  And she had worked for me for ten years, and it was nine years after my first wife died that I remarried.
MR. MCDANIEL:  And you remarried.  Yeah.
MR. WATSON:  And she's still here.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MR. WATSON:  We've been married 42 years.
MR. MCDANIEL:  My goodness.  So how -
MR. WATSON:  We get along real good.
MR. MCDANIEL:  So how many years have you been married total now?
MR. WATSON:  Well, it's only six - I married in '46 - '47, and she died in '63.  That'd be -
MR. MCDANIEL:  So that would have been 16 years.
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL:  So 58 years.
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  You've been married 58 years with about nine years in between.
MR. WATSON: Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  My goodness.  So.
MR. WATSON:  My daughter had already married.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, had she?
MR. WATSON:  And I only had the boys, and, actually, they were already out.  They were in - one of them was in the National Guards and Air Force, and the other was in the - other - only one that was living at home was me and him.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And he was going to UT, and he was doing co-op work with UT and being sent like down in Alabama and places like that.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. WATSON:  And he is still with the TVA.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.  My youngest son.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, let me ask you a couple of things.  Did you - now, when you were in the service, you were in there for 42 months.  Did you ever get sent overseas?
MR. WATSON:  Ever what?  Sent over -
MR. MCDANIEL:  Did you ever get sent overseas?  
MR. WATSON:  Oh, yeah.  I went overseas in March of '44.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Where did you - did you go to the Pacific?  
MR. WATSON:  I went into Plymouth, England, right on the - in the harbor, and we had our landing craft.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And we trained there, and on D-Day, we took the boys out in the - in our landing craft and then we went in to Utah Beach about the tenth.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  Either the tenth or 12th and - on Utah Beach and then, from there, we gathered up merchandise at St. Mary Elise and went up the peninsula to Cherbourgh.  And Cherbourgh was still under the Germans, and that was our first assignment was to go into Cherbourgh and clear the port when they got out.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  Well, we got about halfway up to the peninsula, and we got stopped by the MPs and said that, "You can't go any farther because the Germans are still in and not - haven't been taken."  And we ____ for about three days, and we didn't have enough of food.  And we traded sugar and coffee to the civilian farmers for eggs and vegetables.
MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?  Is that right?  
MR. WATSON: And then we went on into Cherbourgh, and the Germans would vacate all these buildings.  You know, actually, they captured or run out.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.  Yeah.
MR. WATSON:  And they'd put bombs and stuff all over the place.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.  They'd booby-trap them, wouldn't they?
MR. WATSON:  Yes and we got into about the row of five houses, and about six or eight would sleep on the floors.  And out of curiosity, you know how soldiers do, they saw something behind a picture over the mantelpiece and went up to get it, and it was a grenade.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, man.
MR. WATSON:  It fell on the mantelpiece and tottered like that.  If it had gone down to the floor, it would have killed every one of us.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.  Exactly.
MR. WATSON:  So, we were lucky.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MR. WATSON:  And then we followed the troops all the way around the coast to Brest, France.
MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MR. WATSON:  And we'd leave about 20 of the men on the each little harbor there to clear it out and to bring in more troops.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, right, right, right. 
MR. WATSON:  And then we went up through Antwerp, Belgium to Bremen Island, Germany.  In other word, I spent three months in England, 15 months in France, eight months in Belgium and Germany.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  My goodness.
MR. WATSON:  And when the wars ended over there, about half of our - I was a supply sergeant - staff sergeant.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  About half of the officers were eligible to be discharged.  You had to have so many points.  And most of us enlisted like about five or six points and my captain said he would stay if they would - he could point his officers out of the enlisted men.  So he appointed, I believe, it was 12 or 15 of us, and I was appointed warrant officer.  I had a chance of either second lieutenant or warrant officer.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  I took warrant office because it paid a little more money.
MR. MCDANIEL:  There you go.
MR. WATSON:  Overseas.  So I was - I ended up as a warrant officer.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.  Well, let's kind of talk a little bit about - let's talk about Wheat a little bit more.
MR. WATSON:  The what?
MR. MCDANIEL:  Wheat.
MR. WATSON:  Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, you've been active in some of the Homecomings and such as that.
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Tell me about that.  Tell me what Wheat meant to you, and what it means now.
MR. WATSON: Well, first, let me tell you a little bit.  I've got some pictures in there I'd like to show you those just to point it out.  Let me get -
MR. MCDANIEL:  No, that's - just tell me.  Just talk about it.
MR. WATSON:  Well, my brother had a service station there.  He lived right there.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.  
MR. WATSON: And then there's the McKinney Hardware Store, and then there was the post office.  She had a grocery store.  That was Mrs. Adams and then there was another grocery store, Charlie Waller, but he'd about gone out of business.  And on the Homecomings, whenever we'd have it, we'd have - I'll give you one example that they were celebrating our class.  They would call off the class name.  It started out at about 1920, and have them to sign up.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. WATSON:  But, now, it started out in 1930.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  But, on this one, my - our teacher was Miss Effie Driscoll, and she was celebrating her 91st birthday.  And Lee Arnold and I were at the podium.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  Yeah, and Lee got up and said, "Well, there's about 300 people here," and said, "Miss Effie possibly taught over half of you when you went to school," and said, "That they cried the first day they came," but said, "Whenever Don Watson and I came, she cried."  So, that's kind of the boys that we were.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  That's pretty funny.  That's pretty funny.  Well, is there anything else you want to talk about, anything else you want to tell me?  
MR. WATSON:  How's that?
MR. MCDANIEL:  Anything else you want to talk about?
MR. WATSON:  Well, I don't know of anything particular.  I can give you two little examples that - of - in my Army service.  When I was stationed in Camp Gordon Johnston, Florida, Christmas came on Saturday, and they said, "You can have a pass at 4:00 on Friday, but you be back here Monday morning for reveille."
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And that was about 60 miles below Tallahassee westward down on the boondocks, we called it.  Well, I hitchhiked a ride.  I felt I'd like to get back to Harriman for Christmas because I hadn't been home but once at that time.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  And I checked, and there was no way I could make connections by bus or air, and I said, "Well, I don't want to spend - here, I have a cousin that lives in Atlanta.  I'd like - I'll just try to get up there."  So, I started hitchhiking out of the camp, and I got a ride into Tallahassee.  And I checked, and the bus wouldn't run for about 30 minutes.  And I asked him would he pick me up if I was out on the road, and they said yes.  So I went out on the road.  It was getting just dark, and the station wagon come up and passed and slid his wheels and came back and said, "You want a ride, Soldier?"  I said, "Yes."  He had a dog and a gun in the car.  I figured he was a local guy, just bird hunter, and I said, "If you're going to the next town."  He said, "How would Atlanta do?"
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  300 miles.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. WATSON:  And I said, "Yes, I'll take it."  And we got talking along the way, and he stopped and - to get gas, and he bought my supper.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  And he said, "What time does your bus leave out of Atlanta?"  And I said, "I believe it was 10:45."  He looked at his watch.  He said, "I believe I can make it."  So, he took me right up to the bus station.  I - in 15 minutes, I was on the way to Chattanooga. 
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?  Is that right?  
MR. WATSON:  And then I caught it there, and I got in home Christmas morning.  And I called my mother and said, "Open the doors," and I took a cab home.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL:  My goodness.  Well, I bet that was a nice Christmas for -
[Crosstalk]
MR. WATSON:  Yes.  I stayed all day then and all day - let's see.  That was Sunday.  No, it was all day Saturday.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Saturday.
MR. WATSON:  Stayed all day Saturday and my - one of my brothers took me back to Chattanooga to catch the bus.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Uh-huh.
MR. WATSON:  My mother said, "Now, don't you hitchhike back."  She said, "I'll give you the money."  I said - and I said, "Well, I'll catch the bus," and I caught the city bus.  Rode it out to the city limits on the highway, and I hadn't been there 15 minute that a car stopped.  It was a man and a woman said, "You want a ride, Solider?"  I said, "Yes, if you're going to the next town."  He said, "Well, get in."  Got in.  He - I found out that he was an Air Force at Tallahassee, Florida.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. WATSON:  And I drove - he said - he'd been driving.  He'd been home - he'd been driving most of the night, and I drove most of the way down.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Did you really?
MR. WATSON:  And I got back in the camp okay.
MR. MCDANIEL:  My goodness.
MR. WATSON:  I was real - that was 1,300 miles roundtrip.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right. 
MR. WATSON:  I was gone about 64 hours, and I spent 24 at home.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, that was a good trip though, wasn't it?
MR. WATSON:  Yeah and I'll tell you one other little one.
MR. MCDANIEL:  All right.  
MR. WATSON:  That was when I was in France, I was coming out of Brest, France, when I __ driver, and the five - about four or five French - free French were standing out, and they flagged us down and said, "Germans, Germans," down in a little thicket.  We jumped out with our rifles and started down that way, and here come one out of the thicket with his hands on his head.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. WATSON:  He came up, and he spoke fluent English.  And I said, "What are you doing down here?"  He said, "Well, I guess I'm kind of like you.  I didn't want to be in this damned army any more than you did, I guess," and said, "I was trying to slip through the line.  I was trying to get back to my home in Germany."
MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MR. WATSON:  And I said, "I'm sorry, but I'll have to take you."  So I had to take - I took him into Morlaix, France, turned him over the MPs, and I explained to him that you can't - the sergeant in there.  I said, "Now, Sergeant, he's been very nice.  He was - seemed like he's a good guy and don't do any more harm to him than you can."
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MR. WATSON:  But I wish I'd gotten his name and with a - contacted him after the service.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah.
MR. WATSON:  I wish, but I didn't.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, my goodness.
MR. WATSON:  But I thought it was a kind of a strange thing.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, I mean, you know, there - young men are young men.  
MR. WATSON:  Yeah.
[bookmark: _GoBack]MR. MCDANIEL: You know, doing what they have to do.  
MR. WATSON:  That's right.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, all right.  Well, that was great.  I appreciate you taking time and hearing your story and -
MR. WATSON:  Well, I've been lucky.  I guess you couldn't ask for anything better.  Of course, it's like anything else.  You got stumbling blocks, and I guess the worst time I had was when my first wife had cancer for about six years before she died.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right.  
MR. WATSON:  And me with the young children and my mother in Asbury Acres.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MR. WATSON:  I was really tied up.
MR. MCDANIEL:  I bet.  I bet.  Well, thank you so much, Mr. Watson.  I appreciate it.

[End of Interview]


