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MR. HUNNICUTT:
This interview if for the Center of Oak Ridge Oral History.  The date is February 25, 2015.  I'm Don Hunnicutt the studio of BBB Communications, LLC., 170 Randolph Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take Ron Taylor's oral history about living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  Ron, please state your full name, place of birth, and date of birth.
MR. TAYLOR: Ronald Wayne Taylor.  I was born on August the 8th, 1935, in Kingsport, Tennessee.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And the name of your father and birthplace and date if you recall?
MR. TAYLOR: My father is Hobert C. Taylor and the C, I think, stands for Clarence.  There's always been a disagreement as to what it stood for.  He was born in Scott County, Virginia, southwest Virginia. October 17, 1913.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Your mother's name and place of birth and date?

MR. TAYLOR: Garmie Virginia Taylor or  Garmie Virginia Adams and she was born in Wise County, Virginia, southwest Virginia. April 6, 1914.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall your grandparents name on both sides of the family?
MR. TAYLOR: On my father's side  I.P. Taylor is my grandfather.  It's Isaac Patton Taylor and my grandmother, gosh.  I always call her Grandma, Sarah Pendleton.  And on my mother's side Holbrook, Malinda Frances Holbrook. 1880.  My grandmother was a Holbrook.  She died a few months before I was born.  She was one of the first people killed by a drunk driver while she was walking down the highway going home from the store and my grandfather on my mother's side was an Adams.  James William Adams. 1871. They lived in -- just outside Coeburn, Virginia.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of work did your father do?
MR. TAYLOR: He was a chemical supervisor at Tennessee Eastman before he came to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall what schooling he had?
MR. TAYLOR: Went through the sixth grade.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about your mom's schooling?
MR. TAYLOR: She went through the ninth grade and she was only a homemaker, except I guess in 1950 she did the 1950 census in the New York Avenue, Pennsylvania, Outer Drive area.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
An Oak Ridge census?
MR. TAYLOR: In Oak Ridge, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have brothers and sisters?
MR. TAYLOR: I have a sister, Norma Sue Taylor Katolla and she is four years younger than me.  She was born on July 27.  I guess it would be 1939.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
During the time that -- before you came to Oak Ridge you related a story to me about how you, why you came to Oak Ridge.  Would you tell me that again?
MR. TAYLOR: Sure.  Sure.  My father had gone off to the military and went through basic training and OCS [Officer Candidate School].  At the time we couldn't figure it out but they sent him home, sent him back to Tennessee Eastman where he worked and we had been at -- he'd been back a few weeks when he came in one afternoon and said, "We're moving to Oak Ridge."  It's 1944.  Where is Oak Ridge?  And my father thought for a minute and he said, "Well it's about 30 minutes from Knoxville."  Well, you know, we didn't travel back in those days.  We didn't know where Knoxville was and he thought again.  He said, "Well it's six miles from Clinton."  And you know, we were all still kind of dumbfounded but my grandmother said, "Oh, I know where Clinton is.  That's where my father would sell his produce."  


And of course my grandmother was from southwest Virginia and so what would happen is in the Fall all the local farmers there would build rafts and in the spring they'd plant their crops. Then when they harvested them they put them on those rafts and they'd float them down the Clinch River because they all lived right there on the Clinch and as far as they could get because of the rapids was Clinton.  And as far as I can tell probably the rapids that stopped them were the ones where the bridge is now as you go out of Clinton going toward the interstate.  And Clinton had a port authority and wholesalers from all around came to get the produce and then there were sawmills that sawed up the logs and then the farmers would walk home.  

 
So that was how we found out where Oak Ridge was and of course my father, because of his work at Tennessee Eastman, was transferred here to Y-12, which was run by Tennessee Eastman. But after he got here, K-25 was beginning to ramp up and they were looking for supervisors in his area.  So he got a raise, a better raise to transfer to K-25.  So he wound up spending his entire career at K-25.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let's back up a minute.  You mentioned back when the people would float the Clinch, of course that was before the Norris Dam site, you said they came together in bunches to keep from being robbed.
MR. TAYLOR: That's right.  They'd float down and once they had sold their produce of course they had money. My grandmother would say her father would buy candy and stuff for the kids and they'd walk home because they had no transportation.  So they would walk from Clinton up to Southwest Virginia.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That's quite a chore isn't it?
MR. TAYLOR: A pretty good chore.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your school history before coming to Oak Ridge and what age were you when you came to Oak Ridge?

MR. TAYLOR: I was nine years old.  I went to elementary school at Jackson Heights in Kingsport just on the way to Lynn Garden in Gate City.  My father had gone to school there and the principal lady had been his teacher before he dropped out of school.  So I went there through almost the first half of the fourth grade and then of course we came to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was the dress code like when you went to school in Kingsport?
MR. TAYLOR: I guess it was -- the first couple of years I wore knickers.  If you remember what those were.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
No, describe those to me.
MR. TAYLOR: Well it's kind of like what golfers used back in the 30's and 40's and I hated them because the poor kids wore jeans and the rest of us wore khakis when we got a little older.  So I was thrilled when I finally got to wear khakis and got out of the knickers.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was it like on a typical day in school when you were going at that time?
MR. TAYLOR: At that time.  Well, it was just across the street and I'd go over there and we always packed our lunch and a bologna sandwich usually. We'd begin the morning with a Bible study every study every morning and on Wednesdays the teacher would ask each one of us to give a Bible verse. I always wanted to be first so I could say, “Jesus wept.”  I couldn't remember a lot of the others but yes, we -- different than schools are today.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag during your school time then?

MR. TAYLOR: You know I don't remember.  I know we did in Oak Ridge.  I don't remember what we did in Kingsport.  I think we did but I'm not sure.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like going to school?

MR. TAYLOR: Oh, I loved it.  I had a lot of fun.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did the family get to Oak Ridge when your father moved?

MR. TAYLOR: We came by car. We had a car and, of course, he came and got us and what belongings we had, we put in a car and came on down. Anytime we went back to Kingsport to visit family we went on a bus.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many came when your family came?
MR. TAYLOR: Just my mother and my sister and myself.  Just the three of us.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So your father came ahead of time?
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, he came ahead of time and wound up securing a place to live.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember when you first came to Oak Ridge and where did -- what entry point did you come through to get into the city?

MR. TAYLOR: We came through Elza Gate and I remember the guards on them.  I was impressed.  We had soldiers and here we were during the war and I was impressed by the soldiers and they checked everything.  Checked the car.  Checked us.  Checked our belongings and I guess really I was impressed.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how old were you then?

MR. TAYLOR: I was nine.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your father meet you at the gate do you recall?
MR. TAYLOR: He drove us.  I'm sorry.  He drove us.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
He already arranged for clearances and everything to get through?
MR. TAYLOR: That's right, yeah.  Yeah, we had to go into the building there,  there was a gate, and get checked in and primarily my mother.  At that time, being only nine and my sister being five, we didn't have to worry about badges and stuff.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah, I think they probably issued her a badge of some sort.
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
If you were 13 or older I believe you had to have...

MR. TAYLOR: It was 12.  I got one when I turned 12.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  So where did the family go after they left Elza Gate?
MR. TAYLOR: We went straight to the place that my father had procured for us.  It was an E-2 apartment where the bank is now, the one across from the Shell service station.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
On Vermont there?

MR. TAYLOR: Yes, yeah.  Yeah, we were right -- it was an E apartment right there.  The front of it facing Vermont Avenue and the back of it facing the Turnpike.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what condition the roads were in when you came?

MR. TAYLOR: If I'm not mistaken the Turnpike was still four lanes of gravel.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what did your mother think about Oak Ridge when she first got here?

MR. TAYLOR: Well, Mom never said much.  She did whatever Dad wanted.  She's just a sweet lady that worked hard.  So I don't know.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did you think?

MR. TAYLOR: Oh, I was impressed because you know here I was on an Army base and met a bunch of new kids.  So I loved it all and I liked the Gateway Service Station which was the Shell at the time. It had a big ditch between it and us and I'd get down there and play and had the board sidewalks.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well the station that was there -- excuse me -- in the other early days actually faced east didn't it, towards the opposite way it faces?  Of course that's __ today.

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, I believe that's right, yeah.  And I remember when a lot of times cars would be backed up all the way beyond what's Lafayette Drive now to get gas if there was gas.  Either that or cigarettes.  I'm not quite sure which.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In the E-2 apartment can you remember what that looked like?

MR. TAYLOR: Oh, yeah.  We had two bedrooms upstairs.  My mom and dad had one and my sister and I shared one and there was a bathroom and of course you had steps going upstairs.  Downstairs there was a very small kitchen and a living room and of course you had a front porch for us and then the other E-2 apartment we shared a front porch together.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What time of the year was it that your family came?

MR. TAYLOR: I guess it was late Fall, early Winter.  The November/December area time frame.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And did you start school that year?

MR. TAYLOR: Yes, I did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where did you go?

MR. TAYLOR: I don't believe I started school.  I don't believe I started school until January when school started back up and I went to Pine Valley.  Interesting thing about Pine Valley.  That year it went K through eight.  Eight grades.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what did you notice about Pine Valley School going through there versus where you came from?

MR. TAYLOR: Well there were a lot more kids and they always delivered milk every day in little bottles and I don't know.  I guess I was impressed and I loved the playground and the problem is you had those big eighth graders there as well as the fourth graders.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember some of your teacher's names?

MR. TAYLOR: No, I do not in elementary school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you find that the curriculum at Pine Valley was any harder or any easier or about the same as where you came from?
MR. TAYLOR: No, I enjoyed school.  It was great.  I enjoyed it.  I enjoyed the interaction with the folks from other parts of the country. Of course, on sharing days, some of the kids would bring in stuff like cotton balls and things. A lot of it was pretty obvious that a lot of their parents had degrees of some kind, either masters or PhD or something because they used words and things that I didn't have a clue what they were talking about because I'm just a poor, old country boy.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But everybody seemed to get along didn't they?

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah.  Yeah, competition was rough but yes.  We all got along fine because everybody came in without any friends because you were uprooted and brought in. So we got together and very quickly we developed some strong friendships.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall what the dress code was for girls in those days?

MR. TAYLOR: They wore dresses and bobby socks.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What is bobby socks?
MR. TAYLOR: Well they were short socks with the turn downed tops usually.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now did you progress to khakis and jeans at that time?

MR. TAYLOR: Not jeans.  That was only the poor folks and we didn't want people to think we were poor.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And today everybody wears jeans.

MR. TAYLOR: I'm telling you the worst they look, the more expensive they are.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So apparently you walked to school back and forth?
MR. TAYLOR: No, I didn't live far from the school but they would bus us and actually they would bring us home for lunch. But what I would do because I wanted to spend more time at home I would walk.  I would run through the - they had the boardwalks that went through the subdivisions and so I’d go across New York Avenue and Utah and down through there and I’d run home and I get home before the bus would get there.  And so I'd spend extra time then I usually rode the bus back.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So they had hadn't built a cafeteria at Pine Valley?

MR. TAYLOR: They had not built a cafeteria, no.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they build one before you left Pine Valley?
MR. TAYLOR: No, they did not.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So after Pine Valley -- well, back up a minute.  During the summer time what did you do for activities while you were going to Pine Valley?

MR. TAYLOR: Okay, we played ball.  We played primarily softball and we built -- I got to be friends with Jerry Davis.  Met him in school there and we would -- one summer we built a club house. Of course it was hard to get materials most places and we needed plywood for a clubhouse.  So we'd take his little red wagon and we'd go up to where they were building flattops, which was about where First Baptist and First Presbyterian Church are now.  There's a big barn like building and they were putting flattops together there on kind of a conveyer belt.  


They'd throw up a sheet of plywood on the rollers and they'd start at one end and it would go to the other end and they'd have either a half or a third of a flattop. They'd off load it onto a flatbed and it looked to me like it was fully furnished.  They had the bathroom or the kitchen or whatever. We'd pick up two or three or four sheets of plywood and you couldn't get it any other place in the country but we could get it up there and we'd go build our tree house, or clubhouse.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let's talk a minute about the flattop fabrication.  They came in halves and then they finished them at that particular area or what do you remember about that?

MR. TAYLOR: They were just putting the whole thing together.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oh, were they?

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, yeah.  They'd throw the plywood at one end of the roller and take it all the way to the other end of the building and when they got through, they either had a half or a third.  You know flattops came in two sizes and when they off loaded it onto a flatbed it was pretty well complete.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Ready to go out and be set up.
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, then they take them and set them up on site.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
At that time did they have any playground activities during the summer for kids?

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, they did and, of course, as the years went along, they had it even more organized but yeah, we played a lot of games. I remember as we got a little older we played a lot of softball with the black kids from the valley and they'd always beat the fool out of us.  I was asking one kid one day.  I said, "What do you guys do?  Where do you go to school?"  And he said, "I don't go to school anymore."  And I said, "Well, gosh.  You won't be able to get a good job if you don't get a high school degree."  And he said, "If I graduate from college I'd still have to get a job as a janitor."  And that really set in my mind that how unfair we were being to those folks.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what did your mother -- do you recall where your mother did her grocery shopping when you lived in the E-2 apartment?
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, part of the time -- well, again up close, I guess, to where they were putting those flattops together there were a lot of little markets like and we'd go up there and do our grocery shopping that first couple of years. It was no big deal because we could walk up there.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That's basically about where First Baptist Church is today I believe.

MR. TAYLOR: That's right, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It was an off road, off the Turnpike wasn't it?
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, it sure was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about washing clothes?  Did she have a washing machine or how did she do that?

MR. TAYLOR: Gosh, I don't remember.  I think -- because I know we didn't go to wash our cloths.  I think we had a washing machine in that little kitchen.  I'm pretty sure we did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
A ringer type machine?

MR. TAYLOR: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the E-2 heated with coal or do you recall?

MR. TAYLOR: Yes, there was one, what we called, the furnace room and they'd come and stoke that thing probably a couple of times a day during the Winter and so it was, yes, it was heated with coal.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So back in those days if you needed any maintenance or anything done you'd call someone to come in to do it?

MR. TAYLOR: Just you didn't change light bulbs.  You didn't do anything.  You just called and they came and fixed them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have a telephone at that time?
MR. TAYLOR: We must have.  I don't remember but I'm sure we did?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how long did your family live in the E-2 apartment?
MR. TAYLOR: I guess we lived there two years and then because we had two children, a male and a female, my dad was able to get us a C house with three bedrooms so that we didn't have to share a bedroom anymore. We moved to the top of Pennsylvania Avenue where West Outer, Outer and Pennsylvania come together.  And we had a C house there on 100 East Price Road.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And describe what that looked like inside.

MR. TAYLOR: It's kind of an offset, almost like a porch and you'd go in the front door and in ours we turned right.  You'd go back and there's a bedroom on the left, which was my sister's.  Then on the right was the bathroom and then on down on the left was a slightly larger bedroom, which belonged to my parents and then at the end of that hall was my room, which was a little bit smaller.  And then if you had turned -- as you came in the front door as you turned left we had a large living room/ dining room and we had a fireplace and a big picture window.  On the east end of the living room was a large covered porch.

It had a big picture window and if you turned left from that you went into the kitchen and it was a pretty good-sized kitchen.  A nice stove.  We had a little breakfast nook I guess where we always ate breakfast in there and then out of the kitchen if you turned left you got into to what we call the furnace and coal room and that's where our furnace was and where the coal bin was and where my mom had a ringer washer and a couple of big -- it looked like cast iron sinks.  Of course they'd come every so often and fill up our coal bin.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So mention something about the E-2 apartment you'd like to tell about again.

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, there were two E apartments.  Ours faced Vermont Avenue and then one west of us was kind of an L shape and Selma Shapiro, her and her husband lived in an E-1 there and we got to be close friends with them and were for years and years.  But the thing I really remember about all that is that where the Catholic Church is now and Catholic school, that was a, to me as a nine-year-old that was a big woods on that big hill.  It was real thick woods and I'd go up there and play. I liked to go up there in the evenings before the sun went down where I could look out over the military base, which was I guess about where CVS and Walgreens are now and I'd watch them lower the flag, play retreat, and fire the canon.  So I was really impressed.  I'd get to see all of that so that was something I remember about living there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So up at the Turnpike from that point going east towards where they were constructing the flattops, what else do you remember in that area?

MR. TAYLOR: Well basically across -- well there wasn't anything, housing or anything over in what's now the Woodland Area.  That was where my dad and I would go over there sometimes and walk through it and there were a lot of little streams and it was really nice. But just almost across the street it seemed like there was a humungous coal pile and a big sand pile where the trains would come in and dump that stuff off and they'd come in and trucks would pick all of that stuff up.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you also remember east of Vermont Filling Station other E-2 and E-1 apartments?
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, there was a whole row of these up through there and a couple of my classmates, people I've been friends with since I lived in those E apartments.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where we know of New York Avenue intersecting with the Turnpike, that wasn't the case in those days.

MR. TAYLOR: That is correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
As well as Lafayette Drive wasn't there.
MR. TAYLOR: Right, Lafayette didn't exist either.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So did you deliver papers while you were a young man?
MR. TAYLOR: By the time I was 12, I was delivering papers from up on the top of Pennsylvania Avenue.  I had Utah and all the side streets off of Utah and a little bit of Pennsylvania up there and I delivered The [Knoxville News] Sentinel and it was fine during the week but on Sundays it was a big load and a couple of times we had like 15 inch snows and I'd deliver through all of that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well if I remember right on Wednesdays that was ad day and Wednesday's was pretty big as well it seems like.  Maybe in those days it wasn't.
MR. TAYLOR: I don't think so.  I mean you know back then what good was an ad?  You couldn't buy anything.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well Sunday's paper was really huge wasn't it?
MR. TAYLOR: Sunday's paper was big.  Yeah, it was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember how much money you made delivering papers?

MR. TAYLOR: Not very much.  No, I don't but it was nothing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And you had to go out and collect money for the paper?

MR. TAYLOR: Had to go collect and almost everybody was real sweet but there were a couple of families and I don't know if it was intentional but they'd go two or three weeks without paying and then they'd move. I don't know if that was intentional on their part or the government transferred them.  They got fired because they talked too much at a bar or something.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you get your papers and where did you pick them up?
MR. TAYLOR: The guy dropped them off in front of our house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And then he met with you at the end of the week to collect the money?
MR. TAYLOR: Right, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Gave you a bill for the papers?

MR. TAYLOR: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So if you got stiffed for a paper you just had to pay for it?

MR. TAYLOR: That's right.  That's exactly right.  Yeah, if you collected $20 and he charged you $25 you were $5 in the hole.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You didn't make much money back then did you?
MR. TAYLOR: No, no.  Oh, and a friend of mine, he lived I guess two houses over at probably what was 100 Powell because East Price and Powell made a U.  He was a classmate of mine and he and his family came from South Carolina over the mountain in an A model. They had that A model until gosh, I guess 1953 before they got a new car. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There was another interview we did with a family that came in the back of a pickup truck, over from Greenville, South Carolina across the mountain.
MR. TAYLOR: Oh, that would be even worse.  I'd rather be in A model.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about Coke bottles?  You ever collect Coke bottles and trade those in?
MR. TAYLOR: I collected, I did, and especially on my paper route I was able to pick up Coke bottles and I would do that very thing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about milk delivery?  What do you remember about milk that's being delivered to the home?
MR. TAYLOR: They would drop it off at the front door and I remember that -- and my mother would -- I mean, you know back then you had the butter fat on the milk and she would cut the butter fat off and she'd make butter.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did the milk come?  In glass bottles?
MR. TAYLOR: Yes, it came in glass bottles.  Yes, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me some more about the boardwalks that you remember.  They were made out of wood, obviously.

MR. TAYLOR: They were made out of wood and I had a lot of folks talk about rats and things being under them but I never saw any but you know you had two choices:  you either walked on the boardwalks or you walked in the mud. Everywhere I went there were boardwalks going to the woods and going through the subdivisions.  Yeah, it was great.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the street you lived on still gravel, like Pennsylvania and the side streets?
MR. TAYLOR: No, by the time we got up to East Price everything was paved and when we were there they put in concrete curbs and concrete sidewalks.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall construction going on at any of the -- when you lived in the E-2, any surrounding houses or anything?  Was that completed or was it on going?
MR. TAYLOR: Around where I lived at the E-2 everything was completed and we moved up onto East Price.  That was called Snob's Knob because a couple of streets down I think the plant manager and a lot of the wheels lived in D's and a couple of F's.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Right.  So what was the next school after Pine Valley you attended?
MR. TAYLOR: Okay, apparently after my first year at Pine Valley when I said that it went through eighth grade after that it just went through the sixth grade and they must have built Jefferson Junior High School at that time, which was located at Robertsville where Robertsville Junior High is now.  So when I left Pine Valley I went to Jefferson Junior High School and I played in the band. Harry James was very popular back then so I wanted to play the trumpet and I learned to play the trumpet. I became close friends with a kid named Ronny Horn and another kid named Ronny Stansberry. So we were known as the Three Ronnies.  


We all three played trumpet and Ron Horn was super.  His father ran Samuel's in Jackson Square, a clothing store and he was on the Horace Heights Talent Show at one time and he was a super trumpet player.  He spent a lot of time practicing.  I spent a lot of time playing.  So it was Ron Horn and then Ron Stansberry was very good and then me.  So I played third chair and when we were in high school as high school seniors, we did a lot of trios together at the auditorium and things. Something I didn't -- you know Ron Horn was Jewish and I didn't know what Jewish was.  It didn't bother me.  I just didn't like it because he got an extra holiday from school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well describe what Jefferson Junior High looked like in its first place of origin.
MR. TAYLOR: Well, I remember the gym, had a huge gym, which since had been replaced, and I really loved it.  And then the - most of the classrooms and everything we were in the -- almost like wooden barracks. But the thing I really liked, and part of it is still there, what used to be the old Robertsville High School sat -- if you're looking at the school, it was on the east side of the school and it was -- I guess it was three stories and what I liked about it was, we had our English classes on the top floor and if there was a fire drill the only way down was in a chute and we loved that.  There's a swinging door at the wall and you'd reach up and grab the bar across it and you would shoot down that chute. Of course, all of the guys wanted to go down the bottom first and watch the girls come down with...

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You're not the only one whose has told that story.  Was the brick building that's there at Robertsville Middle School now, were they there when you went to Jefferson?  Do you recall?
MR. TAYLOR: A portion of the old building is still there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah, I think what they're using is a cafeteria or it did at one time was part of the old school?
MR. TAYLOR: I think.  And the auditorium is part of the old school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But the structure that's there now that's got brick on it and everything was that there or did that came later?
MR. TAYLOR: No, that was not there.  They tore everything.  What happened, I guess, is Jeff -- when they built the new high school Jefferson moved to the high school and they tore all of that down and built Robertsville and then later they built where Jefferson is now.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So Jefferson moved up onto the hill above Town Site and Jackson Square where the old high school was?
MR. TAYLOR: That is correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And so when you -- did you go to that Jefferson in the Town Site area or did you...?
MR. TAYLOR: No.  No, I finished where Jefferson is now.  I mean where Jefferson -- where Robertsville is now and then I went to the high school tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What's confusing about all that that was Robertsville School in the beginning.
MR. TAYLOR: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Then it ends up Jefferson in Junior High then it ends up back to Robertsville.  Then after that Robertsville Middle School.  So it's had several different names.
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, and I've substituted some still just to have something to do and I tell the kids there I said, "Well, I went to Jefferson when it was at Robertsville."

MR. HUNNICUTT:
 Was that through...?  What grade was Jefferson?
MR. TAYLOR: It was seven, eight, and nine.  It was a junior high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So after that you transferred to the high school, which is where it's located today.
MR. TAYLOR: No, the tenth grade I went up to Blankenship and then they build what was the new high school and finished the 11th and 12 grades over here.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about in junior high you played in the band, I presume.  Who was the band instructor?
MR. TAYLOR: Alice Lyman. I love that woman but she's mean as a stripped snake.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
She wanted you to learn music.
MR. TAYLOR: That’s exactly right and if I wouldn't count and write and something she'd beat on my leg to keep me in line or keep me in a proper count.  I mean I learned a lot from Alice.  The two people I learned the most from I guess as teachers was Alice Lyman and Ben Martin.  They taught me a lot of perseverance and integrity.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Who were some of the coaches at Jefferson where Robertsville is now?
MR. TAYLOR: Oh, Nick Orlando.  Everybody would remember Nick and if you didn't get your name on his paddle there was something wrong with you.  You’d go in and he'd tell you to grab your ankles and you'd bend over and grab your ankles and he'd whop you good with his paddle and then you got to sign it.  That would cause all kinds of problems today.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It sure would.  Okay moving on up to the high school.  We figured out where the high school was in those days.  What did you see different about junior high to the high school?
MR. TAYLOR: Well of course we changed classes more and they expected -- they expected you to know more, to be more professional.  And we had - of course we had the big auditorium and we had a lot of plays and things of that nature.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about gym class?  Was it a requirement that you had to take showers after gym and all that kind of stuff?

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, it was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that a culture shock to you or did that bother you any?
MR. TAYLOR: It didn't bother me.  I could care less but, yeah, you had gym classes.  I think we had gym every day and we'd take a shower.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
If I remember right, maybe you remember as well, didn't they have a curtain that went across the center of the gymnasium to separate the girls from the boys?

MR. TAYLOR: You know I don't remember that.  They had that at Robertsville or Jefferson at the time.  I remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When it moved up to -- it was...

MR. TAYLOR: When it was down there.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  Well when it moved on up the hill above Town Site and became Jefferson Junior High they did, which was the old high school and I just was curious whether that was a carry over.

MR. TAYLOR: Okay.  I don't remember that because I wasn't there when it was Jefferson and I don't remember it at the high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you play any sports in high school?
MR. TAYLOR: Yes, I did.  I ran track and tried to play a little football but my specialty was track.  A kid across the street had an A model roadster and he and I would go to school in it every morning and come home in the evenings or afternoons. One day he said, "Ron."  That's when we were at the high school where it is now and he said, “You're going to have to get another way home.”  He said, "I'm going out for track."  I said, "Well, I'll go out for track too."  So I went to Coach Martin.  


I said, "Coach Martin, what do you need?"  He said, "Well I don't have any high hurdlers."  And I said, "Well, I'm a high hurdler."  So I became a high hurdler and my first big meet was against Buddy Cruz.  It's the only night meet, I guess, that we ever had.  It's up on Blankenship at the track up there and Buddy Cruz was the star at, I guess, at Knox High then and he was a great hurdler. He finished first and I finished second but I decided that I better be a quarter and a half miler than a high hurdler, which I was.  And I was in the 1952 State Championship as a quarter miler and then my senior year I was the best half miler in the state and that got me a scholarship to UT.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me how you trained to be a hurdler.

MR. TAYLOR: Well, Coach Martin was a very intelligent gentleman dealing with sports and he would explain what you did, how many steps.  If you're going for the high hurdles how many steps you took between the hurdles and basically you just had to practice.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, did it hurt when you hit those high hurdles?
MR. TAYLOR: I've still got a knot on my left knee.  Yes, it did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah, they were made different then than they are today.

MR. TAYLOR: They were big, old wooden hurdles and it was pretty hard to knock them down and the first time I ran I thought, well, if you knock one down it doesn't count.  Your race doesn't count but that's not true.  You can knock them all down but you're probably not going to win because it slows you down. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how did you become a half-miler versus a quarter miler?
MR. TAYLOR: We needed, on the -- I guess it was the distance medley relay we needed a half-miler and we didn't have enough so coach asked me if I would run it and I did and I enjoyed it.  To me a half-mile was just two quarter miles.  You run the first one as hard as you could and the second one, you gutted it out. I wound up being the best half miler in the state and I really enjoyed it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how much practice time did you put in for that?

MR. TAYLOR: Not nearly what they do today.  I'd have been so much better if I had known how to practice.  A couple of hours a day.  Maybe three hours max.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Would Coach Martin just let you go out and practice this event that you're going to run in or would he be there to help coach?  How did he work that?

MR. TAYLOR: No, he was there to coach and he'd lay out a workout for you and one day you'd do over distance.  The next day you do under distance.  You know you'd run faster.  Over distance you'd go a mile or two miles or whatever.  So he had those workouts and he was always out there supervising and he'd give you the workouts if you wanted to work some additionally on your own.  But there were girls and other things so we didn't practice like we should.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that the only event that you participated in?

MR. TAYLOR: No, I ran the quarter some and one mile relay and I ran the half mile and distance medley and of course the first year I was doing the hurdles as well.  And then as a senior, we're going into the -- back then they had district, regional, and the state and I thought, you know, I'd like to pick up another medal somewhere.  So I think I'll do the broad jump, which is now the long jump because broad is politically incorrect, I guess.  So I said, “Coach, I want to do broad.”  He said, “All right.  I'll enter you in the broad jump.”  And you jumped in fives.  


It would be five in a group and you had -- I don't know how many groups we had.  Well, I was in the first group and I set a school record and so it went through them.  We got to the last set of five.  There were four Oak Ridge boys.  Tommy Chilten was one who, Tommy became a super long jumper and a kid from -- I'm not sure where he was from.  I think he was from one of the Knoxville schools or I don't know.  I don't remember but anyway.  So I was in first place and with just five guys to go and I thought hey, you know, I'm on the way to the regional.  Probably on the way to the state.  All five of those broke my distance.  The other four Oak Ridge boys all set a school record and Chilten was the best of the four and then this other kid also beat my distance.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that your senior year only or?

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, that was -- yeah, I just said, “Hey, I want to do something extra.”  Coach said, “Okay.”
MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how many total years did you participate in track?
MR. TAYLOR: Two years at Oak Ridge and four years at UT.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have a bicycle before you got into riding in your buddy's car?

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, I did.  Yeah, I had -- actually you know most of the time we walked everywhere in Oak Ridge.  Or you could get on the bus and you'd get a token and you could transfer.  You could ride all over the city at first for nothing and then it was very cheap but my buddy and I, we usually walked everywhere.  We played a lot of softball over at Pine Ridge, which is over next to where the post office is now.  And then after we had played we'd stop by the Blue Circle.  I guess it was the Blue Circle then before the Snow White.  Same place and get a dollar's worth of hamburgers each.  That's ten.  Get ten apiece.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah, let's talk some about the Snow White.  Describe what it looked like in those days.

MR. TAYLOR: Well it had -- going in it had an, I guess, an L-shaped bar and if you went in late, and I don't know if it stayed open all night or not, but it stayed open a long time and if you went in late, well there's folks in there with tuxedos and ballroom dresses and they always came in there to get a late snack.  And then we -- when I got into high school we'd just drive around the Snow White.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They had curb service?

MR. TAYLOR: I don't believe they did.  If they did -- we drove around looking for girls.  That's why we drove around.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was their specialty?
MR. TAYLOR: I guess it was hamburgers.  Hamburgers and fries.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Cooked onions on the hamburgers?

MR. TAYLOR: Yes sir buddy.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They had small hamburgers didn't they?

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, they had those little -- yeah, it's like the Krystals today.  That's the ones you get ten for a dollar.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Remember when you went in if you looked around the top of the wall they had pictures of Snow White and her dwarfs.  Did they have that when you were there?

MR. TAYLOR: I'm sure they did.  I didn't pay attention to that but I loved the Snow White.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, originally it was called the Peacock Lodge.  Did you ever remember that?

MR. TAYLOR: No, I don't.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And then that closed and became the Blue Circle, like I said.  They parted partners and then it became the Snow White.

MR. TAYLOR: The Snow White.  That's right.  Yeah, yeah, but yeah, I had a bicycle.  I guess I was about 12 when I got my bicycle and I was going down to -- I'd fly down Pennsylvania Avenue down that hill.  Just turned it loose and I was going down through that one day and a maintenance truck -- I don't know if the guys ran the stop sign at Hillside or not, but I hit the back of that thing and flipped over and hit on my head and I was embarrassed.  I wasn't hurt except my head hurt but I was embarrassed and they both got out.  Are you all right?  I said, "I'm fine.  I'm fine."  You know so they went on and the only problem was the wheel on my bicycle.  It wasn't round anymore.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It was broke.

MR. TAYLOR: It was broke, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But you had to carry it back home I guess?
MR. TAYLOR: I had to carry it home, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Talk about your ID badge when you were 12.  What did that look like and where did you go to get it?
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, you couldn't wait to get your badge.  I really don't remember where I got it and I think you had to be fingerprinted and you went down, they took your picture, and you got a badge and I believe it was -- I think the edges of it were blue. A lot of times we'd go over the hill and slip out of the city and we'd come back and if we didn't have our badge they'd call our dads to come and get us.  Especially the Oliver Springs part.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  What was Christmas like in your family during the Oak Ridge days?

MR. TAYLOR: Well we never got a lot of gifts but we had a nice tree.  But when I lived in Kingsport my dad and I would go out and we'd hunt a cedar and we'd bring it in but in Oak Ridge I guess that's what we did.  Anyway, we always wound up with a cedar tree and we'd decorate it with lights and we'd put tinsel on it.  I'm glad we don't do tinsel anymore because when you take the tree down you've got tinsel all over the house and it's a real problem.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember putting the icicles on out of a box on the tree?

MR. TAYLOR: Well, that's...

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You're calling tinsel?
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, icicles.  I mean they were everywhere.  That was...

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The cedar tree was the tree of choice in those days, wasn't it?

MR. TAYLOR: It was and we always preferred a cedar tree but apparently the pine is the way to go these days.  It doesn't stick as much.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about -- you worked at the movie theaters as well.

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah and when I was -- I guess I as a sophomore in high school.  I told my dad -- I'd been delivering papers.  I told him I wanted to get another job and he said well, I don't know.  Maybe I can get a job at one of the theaters and I went down and talked to Mr. Bevel.  He was the guy that managed the Oak Ridge theaters, he and his wife.  And he said he'd hire me but I had to have a social security card and you couldn't get a social security card back then until you were 16.  So I turned 16 and got my social security card and the first day I went to work they needed an usher at Central, which is where the...

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Center Theater?
MR. TAYLOR: I'm sorry.  Center, Center Theater where the...

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Playhouse.
MR. TAYLOR: Playhouse is now, yeah.  So I ushered there the first day and I think Bobby Copeland was there.  He was probably at a Western and then after that I ushered and was in charge of concessions at the Ridge Theater and my manager, he's a guy I really liked.  One day he said he need something up at his house, which wasn't far away.  He said take my car and go up there and get it.  And I had been driving an automatic and his was straight shift.  Well I got it started and went up there and I couldn't get it in reverse.  And I finally got in reverse and got it back down there but what I didn't realize, he was -- a lot of the tickets he would take, he wasn't tearing them up.  He was keeping them and then he would -- I thought he was a really nice guy because he would let the cashier take long breaks and what he was doing is he was reselling those tickets.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
While she was on break?
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah and pocketing and at the end of the day of course, he’s the one who closed up and he was pocketing the money.  Well, one day FBI came in and he was gone.  They realized -- I mean they knew what he was doing and suddenly I was the manager at the Ridge Theater as a sophomore in high school.  And one of the things I remembered was on Sundays, the First Methodist Church met at the Ridge Theater and, of course, they'd leave and I'd have to get in and clean everything up to get ready to open at one o'clock.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How much did it cost to go to the movies?
MR. TAYLOR: Well, I think it's 50 or 65 cents for an adult and it was nine cents for kids and they were charging, I believe, 35 cents for over 12 or whatever. We'd kind of lobbied for a while, the high school kids, and got it down to a quarter for a while.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall what type of movies played at the Ridge Theater?

MR. TAYLOR: Oh, yeah.  Nothing but the best.  We did the Yellow Brick Road.  We did Bossier and I'm trying to think -- the top notch movies, most of them were shown at the Ridge Theater and at the Center were Westerns and of course they did Westerns at the movie theater at Jefferson.  I never ushered there but it was - they had what was called the Little Atom's Club and you'd go there.  I remember Buddy Scott who's Judge Scott.  Retired now.  He had a squirrel and so they'd always have some little thing between movies and people would put on something.  Well, he was showing everybody his squirrel and it got loose and climbed up the curtains and like never got it down.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was the Little Atom's Club?
MR. TAYLOR: That was the Little Atom's Club over at Jefferson Theater.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever work at the Grove Theater?

MR. TAYLOR: I managed the Grove Theater for a while.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, they used to show pretty upscale movies.

MR. TAYLOR: They did.  The best ones were usually at the Ridge and then -- but a lot of times you had two coming out at once and the Grove would -- they'd show one and the Ridge would show the other one.  Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So tell me what an usher's job is.

MR. TAYLOR: Well, I don't know what they do now.  I don't think they do much of anything but back then -- I mean what were you going to do in Oak Ridge?  You either played ball, bowled, or went to the movie and we didn't have TV and stuff like that.  So the theaters were always crowded and it was the usher's job to make sure that, especially in a big movie you would -- you'd hold the crowd back and you'd go down the aisles and look for seats and you'd find a couple and you'd come back up and take the next couple and seat them. Every now and then some guy trying to impress his girlfriend would slip me four or five dollars and I'd get him the head of the line to get seated.  


So that was what we did and you tried to keep -- especially if it was the Westerns, you'd try to keep the kids noise down.  Keep them from putting their feet on the backs of the chairs and that sort of thing. Of course, the ushers took up the tickets and that's basically it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what was your number one tool that you had to use as an usher?

MR. TAYLOR: Flashlight.  I had a flashlight.  You go down and you'd find a couple of seats, you'd come back up and you'd take the next two people and you'd turn the flashlight on and put it behind you and let them follow you down and seat them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember..?

MR. TAYLOR: I saw every movie that was ever made.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you were going to school do you remember doing air raid drills or was that later after you went?

MR. TAYLOR: No, we didn't do that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about the Y-12 shift whistle?  Do you remember blowing the whistle at Y-12?

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, I do.  Yeah, I do and there was one time in I guess in '58 when they had the accident, the spill.  And then I was there in '59 or '60 I guess it was.  Maybe it was '60.  I'm not sure now.  I was -- they had this room where there were, I guess, ten or 12 or eight or ten of us and then there was a glass partition and some other folks and I heard the alarm.  It was at lunchtime and I was reading the paper and eating a sandwich and this alarm goes off.  I finished reading the article there and I put the paper down and there wasn't anybody in there.  They were all gone you know.  


I figured I better get out and I looked and this fellow that I worked with, big heavyset fellow, I looked and it was, I guess, cool or cold outside and there was a coat rack next as you went out the door down the steps. He had grabbed his coat and hadn't got it off the rack and he's going down those steps dragging that coat rack and carrying his coat.  And I thought well, it must be some problem.  So I got down the steps and the hall was packed with people.  Nobody saying a word. Nobody pushing or shoving.  They were just all going out quietly and I thought well, you know, if there's some kind of accident and you're getting eradiated you won't feel it.  You can't see it and it's not going to hurt you.  


I mean it may hurt you but you won't know it right away and we didn't know what it was but it was -- I think what had happened and I talked to a cousin of mine later.  His father was a welder and what those welders would do sometimes is they'd cut an arc across one of those detection devices and set it off.  And apparently that's what happened.  They had set an alarm off and nobody knew it but it emptied the whole plant and we were out in the parking lot and there were the wardens out there.  Go this way or go that way and trying to monitor the air to make sure that there wasn't any radiation.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let's go back to 1945 when they dropped the bomb on Japan.  What do you remember about that?

MR. TAYLOR: Well, I missed the whole thing.  We had, my mother, my sister and I had gone to Kingsport to be with our grandmother and a couple of aunts up there and I came down with pneumonia.  I mean I was in bad shape and Mom called Dad and he said we're bringing him back to Oak Ridge.  So he came up, got us, and brought me back.  They put me in the hospital here in Oak Ridge and I think it was -- I know that the section I was in were concrete cinder blocks and I think it was the new part because most of it was wooden and the first day I didn't feel too good.  


Doctor came in one day and he says, “Well,” he says, “Man, you're lucky.”  He said, “We got this new wonder drug and it's going to make you well.  It's called penicillin.”  I don't know if you can get it at a lot of places.  Sometimes you can get everything at Oak Ridge and I was in the hospital with bronchial pneumonia when the bomb was dropped.  So I missed all of the excitement.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall seeing a lot of military vehicles here when you were growing up and people in uniforms and so forth?

MR. TAYLOR: Yes.  Yeah, oh yeah and as a kid, when I moved up to Pennsylvania Avenue up on East Price this buddy of mine across the street, the one with A model roadster later, he and I would go up in the peach orchard, which is not over where Orchard Circle is.  It was the peach orchard and it had all kinds of peach trees up there on the very top of the hill where Outer, West Outer, and Pennsylvania come together.  So we'd go up there and we'd go over.  From the peach orchard we'd go down the hill, down to G Road, which I guess the government military named it G Road to the stream down there and there was a farmhouse at the bottom of the hill and there were a few farmhouses still in Oak Ridge where the people who had owned them still lived in them because they didn't have enough houses.  


So this guy had one there but we'd go down and my buddy had a canoe.  It was kind of a kayak-like and so we'd go put it in the water down there and play around in the water and had fun with it.  And here comes -- actually it wasn't a military vehicle.  Here comes these two MPs on horseback.  They yelled at us, "Get out of the water.  Get out of the water boys."  So we'd get out of the water and -- okay, you had the stream, which was the outer edge of Oak Ridge, the north edge, and on the other side of it it wasn't a chain linked fence.  


It was a barbed wire fence where, originally, farmers had kept their cows out and that sort of thing.  So you know you could get into the back or Oak Ridge without any problem.  “So what are you all doing?”  I said, “We're just…“ He said, “No, you're not.  You’re transporting aliens across the water.”  I said, “What?”  He said, "We have to take you all in."  I mean they gave us a rough time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They were just messing with you?
MR. TAYLOR: And finally they got to laughing.  They said, "You boys probably ought not to do this anymore."

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So they relied on security of their horseback patrolling only?
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Horses or riding horses on horseback.

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, they had a couple of halftracks too but these two guys were on horseback.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That's interesting.  That's the first time I've heard that before.  What about in March of '49 when they opened the gates to the city.  Were you here for all of that ___?

MR. TAYLOR: I was in the Jefferson Junior High School band and we marched and we marched and we marched.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well the parade started about where the Civic Center and went up the Turnpike through the square.
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So is that where you started from?

MR. TAYLOR: I believe that's right, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And my understanding, it was kind of a chilly day.  Do you recall that?

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, I believe it was.  Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But the time you got there you'd had enough band marching.

MR. TAYLOR: I had had enough band marches and I played "Roll, Wildcats Roll" a million times I think.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about the crowds that lined the band route?

MR. TAYLOR: Well, I kind of remember there were a lot of crowds but I was more interested in staying in line and not getting chewed out by Alice Lyman for messing up.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Have you ever seen the picture that was made of the ___?

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, I have.  Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you find yourself in it?  Could you find yourself?

MR. TAYLOR: I couldn't find myself.  I've looked but...

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Who was in front of the band, you know in front of you in the parade or rear of you?  Do you recall?

MR. TAYLOR: Oh, you mean like...

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You know in the formation.  Who started before the band, Oak Ridge Band and then?

MR. TAYLOR: Okay, well I don't know.  I really don't know.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you didn't get to see Rod Cameron, the Western star and all of that?

MR. TAYLOR: I didn't get to see those folks.  No, I didn't.  Only in pictures afterward.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you attend anything?  Were you at the gate opening at that time or just in the parade?

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You went to the gate opening as well?

MR. TAYLOR: Uh- huh.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about that?
MR. TAYLOR: Nothing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Just a lot of people there?

MR. TAYLOR: I was there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you attend anything else during the festivities that particular day, any of the functions?

MR. TAYLOR: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were your parents happy they opened the gate or did they make any kind of…?

MR. TAYLOR: Well, not really because it was a very secure city.  You know we played in the streets.  We didn't lock the doors.  You didn't worry about anything because you know there were no problems and people couldn't come visit you unless they called ahead and got a pass.  They couldn't stay but I think a week.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And if you didn't want to see them you __ a pass.

MR. TAYLOR: Well, we can't get any passes this week.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about the American Museum of Atomic Energy?  It opened that same day.  Did you every go down to the museum?
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah and I got a bunch of those radiated dimes.  I don't have any of them anymore but yeah, I really loved that and it was interesting because growing up in Oak Ridge, people didn't ask any questions and I didn’t have a clue as to what my dad did and finally we found out part of it anyway.  He was enriching uranium to make bombs.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about dating?  Did you do a lot of dating in high school?

MR. TAYLOR: Well, I had a little black book.  Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So where did you go on dates?

MR. TAYLOR: Went to the movie.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how did you get there?

MR. TAYLOR: Usually on the bus.  It's about the only way or -- that is it unless you double dated with somebody with a car and you didn't do that very often.  And my buddy had an A model roadster but we'd have to have ride in the rumble seat back there.  It's okay in the summer but it's not in the winter.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you visit the Oak Ridge swimming pool very often?

MR. TAYLOR: Now that, yeah but I never took a date to the pool but yeah.  And I believe, if I'm not mistaken, the first time I went to the pool I think it was sand, a sandy bottom before they concreted it.  Yeah, I loved it because I didn't go when I lived in the E-2 but when I lived in the C house, yeah.  We'd walk down the hill to the pool all the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So after high school what was your career then?

MR. TAYLOR: Okay, after high school I got -- I was going to West Point.  I had an appoint to West Point from Senator Kefauver but the Vols called and I'd always wanted to wear orange and white.  So I became a UT athlete.  I have a SEC championship ring and I made colonel in the Army anyway.  So I didn't miss out.  I would like to have been a member of the Long Gray Line but I'd much rather be a Vol for life.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what was your specialty when you went to UT?

MR. TAYLOR: The half-mile.  I ran the quarter, the half, the mile relay, the two-mile relay, and the mile.  I hated the mile.  I ran the quarter some but primarily the half and the two-mile relay were my specialties.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where did they have the SEC tournament that you have the ring for?

MR. TAYLOR: In Birmingham.  Everything was in Birmingham back in those days.  Of course, high school kids run much better times today in the half-mile but we were running on cinder tracks and you know it's not like...

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Your foot slips a little bit too.
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, oh it was bad and I guess my senior year I believe at Birmingham it had rained and part of the track was red clay and that sure slowed you down to get stuck in that stuff.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So during this time did -- where did you meet your wife?

MR. TAYLOR: Oh, I said I wasn't supposed to talk much about her but I met her at -- she is younger than me and I didn't know her in high school but I guess my third or fourth year in college I had -- I guess my third year I had gone down to the Oak Ridge pool to get with a buddy of mine who was a lifeguard to find out when we were going to start working out and she was the cashier.  And I asked her if I could go in and I told her what I needed to do and she said sure.  So on the way back out I asked her if she would like to go to the movie and life went up from there.  It was wonderful.  Yeah, we had -- we've been married 55 years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When did you get married and where?

MR. TAYLOR: We got married at First Baptist Church in Oak Ridge on 27 of June 1959.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have children?

MR. TAYLOR: I have a son.  A daughter and a son.  My daughter was born in '61.  My son was born in '72.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What are their names?
MR. TAYLOR: Kathryn Lynn Taylor is my daughter.  She lives in Marietta and my son is Michael Wayne Taylor and he was living up on Signal Mountain in Chattanooga but he's just taken a new job in Richmond and they're in the process of relocating the family.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
After you got out of UT what did you do then?
MR. TAYLOR: I went in the Army and that's one of the reasons I didn't get married right   away.  My wife said I'm not going to marry you until you come home.  So we -- I came home from the Army and went into the Reserves and because of my clearances that I'd had at the plant as a summer employee and that sort of thing I wound up with some special options in the military, which we won't go into.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long were you in the military?

MR. TAYLOR: Thirty-nine years and seven months.  People want to know why you didn't go 40 years.  Well, when you reach 60 they throw you out.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Either throw you out or retire you in some form or fashion.

MR. TAYLOR: That's right.  So I retired with I guess full honors.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, tell me about -- you mentioned here in your bio that you did some coaching with Ben Martin later on.

MR. TAYLOR: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about that.

MR. TAYLOR: In 1957-58 I wanted to -- well actually it started I couldn’t get a job because I was waiting to go back in the Army.  I couldn't go back to the plant because of that and so I went to the Oak Ridge schools and asked if I could sub and they said sure.  And the day school started I got a phone call.  They said, "Can you teach ninth grade Civics and English?"  I said, “Sure.  I'll teach anything.”  So I went up to the high school and taught ninth grade Civics and English to start the Fall because Frank Engle, who was the teacher, had wound up with bleeding ulcers and they had to take him to the hospital.  So I replaced him.  So I went in and I was talking with Coach Martin and they needed a cross-country coach.  


So I coached cross-country for two years there and we were second in the state and so I worked with Ben in the Spring and Ben was having some health issues.  And so Ben coached the field events and I coached the running events and we had the best team in the south.  We were invited to a special invitational meet in Birmingham, which had all the high schools that were supposed to be really good and we won every first place but one.  In that one we finished fifth and the reason was my fault.  


They said, "Coach, what's your best time in the distance medley?"  We had never run the distance medley.  And I said, “Well, we've never run the distance medley,” and they said, “Okay, we're putting you in the second heat.”  Well, my guys lapped everybody in the second heat and wound up with the fifth best time overall and we'd had beaten the guys in the first heat but we weren't in that one.  But anyway, we medaled in every event.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Who were some of the athletes during that time?
MR. TAYLOR: Jackie Pope, David Burkhart, Judge McNees, Winston Russell, and some of those guys went on to -- like Winston and David Burkhart went to UT on scholarship and I always remember David Burkhart.  He tells the tale too.  It was in cross-country and David was kind of lazy and he'd always finish last.  So one day I said, "David, come here."  I said, "Son, you're wasting my time and yours.  You'd be better off walking your girlfriend home in the afternoons than out here."  


I said, "Now don't get me wrong.  If you'll listen to me and do what I'll tell you to do I'll make you the best quarter miler in the state this Spring."  Well, he got mad.  He turned in his stuff and left and he came back about a week later and he said, "Coach, are you serious?" And I said, “Yeah.”  You do what I tell you, you'll be the best quarter mile. I liked his build.  I liked everything about him and he said okay, let's do it.  Well, he won the state in the quarter that Spring and got a scholarship to UT.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So Ben Martin was pretty much into the guys.  I mean he was a person.  Is that correct?

MR. TAYLOR: Oh, yes.  Yeah, I really loved him and he'd always -- any former athlete who would come back he would talk to.  What kind of workouts do you guys do at UT?  Or what kind of workouts do you guys do at Alabama?  And so he would try to alter what he was doing to improve his players.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what's some of the other work that you did while in Oak Ridge?

MR. TAYLOR: Oh, like at the plants?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah, which plants did you work at?
MR. TAYLOR: Well, while I was at UT I worked summers at K-25 and that's where I really began to find out what my dad did because he was a supervisor there and if something interesting was going to happen he'd call my boss and say, “Can Ron come over?  We're going to change out converters or compressors or whatever.”  Sure.  So I'd go over and watch and I got in more trouble with him.  We got into all kinds of uranium releases but it was -- I enjoyed being with my dad.  One time we got into all this UF-6 and he said, “Son,” he said, “Hold your breath as long as you can.”  He said, “When we get out of this, everything in your pocket throw away.”  


Well I don't smoke so I didn't have any cigarettes but I had chewing gum.  I had to throw that away.  So then when I came back home out of the Army I went to work at Y-12.  First of all, the only job they had open was a dispatcher.  I got one and Harry Conner got the other one.  They had two of them and then later I moved up the line.  Well I was there.  I had been there a few weeks I guess and they had two shifts.  H shift and J shift.  Or J shift and K shift I guess it was and Harry would work one shift and I'd work the other.  It was 3:00 - 11:00 and 7:00 - 3:00 and I was on day shift.  The boss comes in.  He says, “You went to college didn't you?”  And I said, “Yes, sir,” and he said, “Well, Clyde Hopkins needs an accountant.  Do you know anything about accounting?”  And I said, “Well, I had cost accounting in college.”  He said, “Okay.  It's a straight day job.  It pays $50 more a month,” which was big bucks back then and I said, “Okay, I'll take it.”  So I worked for Clyde and did a lot of work for him and began to interact with the computing people and one day they came in and said, “We are going to computerize everything that you're doing.  Would you like to go into computing?”  I said, “No, that's a bunch of long hairs that do that.  Those guys at the lab and stuff.  I'm not interested.”  They said, "Well, you are the only one that really knows the flow of parts at the Y-12 plant in this kind of position and what's happening and we'd like very much for you to come over and let us teach you how to program."  


So I went to Clyde and I said what do you think?  He said, “Why don't you go over for six months and if you like it, fine.  If you don't, come on back and you can have your job back.”  So that's how I got into computing.  So I went from Y-12 back to K-25 in computing writing scheduling programs in that type of thing for the parts flow and then later they transferred me back to Y-12 and then eventually I went into what's called worked for others.  I worked for other's program and everything I did dealt with other federal agencies and I became manager of information security and computing technology and we would receive funding from the department of defense, state department, NSA, CIA.  


We would travel around the world trying to solve the government problems, which was a very exciting job.  I enjoyed it very much and then during that process I was at X-10, but mostly at Y-12 and K-25 and actually when I retired I was on the K-25 payroll even though there wasn't anything at K-25 anymore.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many years did you work at the plants?

MR. TAYLOR: I have credit for 43 years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the helicopter port up by the -- behind the federal building that the VIP's used to come in on?

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, I remember it.  I don't know much about it.  Yes, I remember it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was a big thing in its day.  At 5:00 people would go up and watch the helicopter come in and people get off.

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah and see who was on it and right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about the Downtown Shopping Center area that we used to have?

MR. TAYLOR: You mean at Jackson Square?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
No, over across the Turnpike where J.C. Penney's and Belks is today.

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, yeah, yeah and that's back close to where the Army thing was.  Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah, it was an open type store.
MR. TAYLOR: Uh- huh.  Yeah, that strip mall I guess is what you called it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I wish we still had that back.

MR. TAYLOR: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is there anything we haven't talk about that you'd like to talk about?
MR. TAYLOR: Well, when I was in high school, I dated a girl a few times  who lived at the end of the -- at the west end of the Turnpike before you got -- right there where you got to the gates and there's still that huge spring there and there were three farmhouses.  Her father had -- I don't know what he did at the plant but he still lived in that farmhouse.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what were their names?
MR. TAYLOR: Oh, gosh.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Someone else had told me about this same family down there.

MR. TAYLOR: Well the house next to them belonged to the Soards.  S-O-A-R-D.  And he graduated from high school with me.  Betty Kite was -- yeah, those were the Kites and then next in was the Soards and then I don't know who was in the other house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That's interesting.  I've heard that before and never could remember who it was.
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah, right there.  Well, they were right on that spring and I guess that was a great place for a farmhouse back in those days. In ninth grade, tenth grade, I went to the Wildcat Den a couple of times, which was up in Jackson.  Well, not exactly in Jackson.  That's where that...

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Central cafeteria was?
MR. TAYLOR: It was further.  Yeah, it was a little further down and then I spent a lot of time at the Wildcat Den, which is the historical place.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
A great heritage and preservation.
MR. TAYLOR: Yeah and I laughed.  Eventually they turned it into, for a while, a senior citizens center and I said that's the same people who were there when I went to high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you see Oak Ridge has progressed over the years or has it?
MR. TAYLOR: I don't think it has.  You know when I first got here we're looking at 70 or 80,000 people.  Everybody was friendly and they worked together, pulled together.  Now I guess we're what?  27-28,000 people.  Most everybody -- you can't go to Knoxville between 3:30 and 5:30 because of the crowd of people leaving town.  So you know I guess I'm kind of disappointed that people don't live in Oak Ridge anymore and I have a hard time really understanding why but there's a lot more action in Farragut for young couples than in Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
We've kind of turned into a retirement town haven't we?
MR. TAYLOR: Turned into a retirement community.  That's basically true.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I want to thank you for allowing us to interview you.  It's been a pleasure doing that and very interesting information you've divulged here.
MR. TAYLOR: Well, I've enjoyed it.  You know I've had a lot of fun in Oak Ridge and I've traveled the world and I've found no place better.  No, there's some beautiful places but do you want to live there all the time?  Oak Ridge has been great to me and I wouldn’t change it for anything in the world.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, thank you again Ron and your history will be valued in the libraries of the Center of Oak Ridge Oral History and I hope someday someone's that's wanted to know about Oak Ridge happens to pull yours up and get some of the information from it.
MR. TAYLOR: That'd be great.  That'd be great but yeah, my grandmother knows exactly where Clinton was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, thanks again for coming out.
MR. TAYLOR: You're welcome.

[End of Interview]
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