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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is November 26, 2013, and I am at the home of Larry Sweeden here in Oak Ridge. Mr. Sweeden, thank you for taking time to talk with us.
MR. SWEEDEN: Thanks for coming.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, I understand that you came to Oak Ridge at a very early age. So, why don't you tell me about where you were born and raised and how you ended up in Oak Ridge.

MR. SWEEDEN: Well, I was born in Sylacauga, Alabama, and have never, to my knowledge, been back there. And we came to Oak Ridge when I was 22 months old in May of 1944.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where is Sylacauga? Is that south Alabama?
MR. SWEEDEN: It's just below Birmingham, I believe.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you came with your parents. They came to Oak Ridge. I imagine your father came for a job.

MR. SWEEDEN: He did at Oak Ridge Gaseous Diffusion Plant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay, this was '45?
MR. SWEEDEN: '44.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay, '44. They were just building K-25, weren't they?
MR. SWEEDEN: They started construction in '43 and they had that bomb ready to go in August of 1945.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly. Did you have any brothers or sisters then?
MR. SWEEDEN: Yes, I had one sister at that time. She was younger than I was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay. When you came to Oak Ridge, where did they live, where do you all live?
MR. SWEEDEN:  I couldn't tell you exactly where it is. It does not exist anymore. We lived with my maternal grandparents in one of the hutment things on Caribou Circle. I think that's about where ORAU is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: So your grandparents were here?

MR. SWEEDEN: They were here. He was a construction electrician.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that probably why your parents came, wasn't it?
MR. SWEEDEN: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Found out they could get a good job in Oak Ridge. Now do you know what your father did before he came to Oak Ridge?
MR. SWEEDEN: Well, he was really young too. He was in the Army for a while. I don't know that he a had another job other than that before coming here.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you were 22 months old when you came here. We will get back to the specifics but did you stay in Oak Ridge? Were you always in Oak Ridge?
MR. SWEEDEN: Always in Oak Ridge, except for the Navy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Except for the Navy. So, what can you remember when you were a young man and you can probably remember back to maybe the late forties, early fifties can't you?
MR. SWEEDEN: Oh, sure.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where were you living then and what can you remember about those times?
MR. SWEEDEN: Well, we live with the grandparents in the hutment and then moved to a trailer in Middletown Trailer Park. Across the street was a little shopping center with a theater and grocery stores and stuff. Anyway, the hutment and trailer park didn't have bathrooms so you had to go to the bath house. Then they moved to 798 West Outer Drive in a flattop where they were truly flattops before they put the peaked roofs on them.

MR. MCDANIEL: How old were you when you moved to Outer?
MR. SWEEDEN: Four, I believe. Went to Linden. Kindergarten through the sixth grade, Robertsville seventh and eighth and Oak Ridge High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: The rest of it, huh?
MR. SWEEDEN: It was kind of interesting about K through eighth grade. The principal at Linden was George Bond. The whole seven years. And then we all went to the new Robertsville for seventh and eighth grade and he went with us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, he did. He went with you. That was when the new high school had been built and they moved, they created - the old high school became Jefferson and Robertsville was called Jefferson before they moved to the old high school. So when they moved to the new high school they carried the name Jefferson with them and named the middle school Robertsville. Do you remember that, or am I mistaken?
MR. SWEEDEN: I don't remember Robertsville ever being called Jefferson, but maybe. We went to church there. Our church formed in '46 and we met in the old - it was Robertsville at the time - school. And, part of it's still there - of the original building - yeah, where the cafeteria is.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, what do you remember about school? Do you remember any teachers?
MR. SWEEDEN: Oh yeah. I went to my sixth grade teacher's funeral last year. At First Methodist.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? Who was that?
MR. SWEEDEN: Her name - well, she started the year being Miss Osbourne and during the school year, she became Mrs. Smitherman. Her name was June Osbourne Smitherman and her husband was Roy Smitherman and he worked at K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. SWEEDEN: She died and they had a memorial service for her at First Methodist.

MR. MCDANIEL: Any other teachers that maybe stand out that had an impact on you?
MR. SWEEDEN: All of them.

MR. MCDANIEL: They were good huh? What was it like being a young person in Oak Ridge during the 50s? What were the things that you did?
MR. SWEEDEN: What we did was outdoor things likes camping and stuff like that - Boy Scouts. Of course we had the movies. You could go see the old westerns and Saturday morning serials - chapters one through fifteen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you go to the Ridge or the Center Theater or the Grove?
MR. SWEEDEN: Ridge, Center, Grove and then there was one at Jefferson called the Wayne Theater. I think there is a dance studio in there now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. SWEEDEN: It was cheap. You could ride a bus to the movie and go in the movie and get popcorn and everything for about a quarter. It was a deal. We had a rolling store.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about that.
MR. SWEEDEN: It was a bus and the old man had stuff in there he would sell - apples and stuff. And we needed pennies to go in there and buy candy with.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, it was a bus that you would actually go in to.
MR. SWEEDEN: He had a center aisle and he had his stuff down each side of it. It was neat.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that somebody who had another store or was that his main store?
MR. SWEEDEN: I think that was his thing. Another thing, I don't know if anybody has told you this or not, they had an iceman - this was pre-refrigerator. The iceman would come around every day with big tongs and give you ice to put in your - I don't know what they called them, ice chest I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ice box.
MR. SWEEDEN: Ice box. And they had a bakery guy that came around. If you wanted him to come to your house, you had a big letter "B". You'd put it in your window where he could see it and he would come there and of course, we had milkmen and all that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. So, you had a lot of different people coming and bringing things that you needed.
MR. SWEEDEN: Yeah, what else? Standard Coffee and Jewel Tea and all that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh really?
MR. SWEEDEN: You don't see much of that anymore.

MR. MCDANIEL: No you don't.
MR. SWEEDEN: You got the Schwann's guy.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true. And they quit running in Oak Ridge at least over near where my house was. Now, where was the closest shopping center to where you lived?
MR. SWEEDEN:  Well, at Jefferson where is now the J&B Butcher Shop - was a grocery store in there. And they had things at Grove Center - Tuliptown they called it.

MR. MCDANIEL: They called what Tuliptown?
MR. SWEEDEN: The grocery store at Grove Center. Before it was Lizz's, it was called Tuliptown.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. Okay.

MR. SWEEDEN: That's mostly where we went. Of course, you had a White Store in Jackson Square. And of course before it was a White Store it was an A&P.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Now, did your dad have a car?
MR. SWEEDEN: Yeah. I don't remember all of them. One was a Packard. One was like a '50 or '51 Buick. Yeah, they had them.

MR. MCDANIEL: But as a kid, you were able to just - if you were like most kids in the '50s, you were able to just take off and spend all day just spend all day just riding busses or running around town and your Mom and Dad wouldn't worry about you.
MR. SWEEDEN: Right. No problem.

MR. MCDANIEL: Even after the gates opened, I guess it was considered fairly safe.
MR. SWEEDEN: Extremely. We would walk to school a lot from West Outer Drive to Linden - go down through the woods and you were there in just a few minutes.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was when Linden was up on LaSalle.

MR. SWEEDEN: And parts of that are still there. The playground of course and two concrete stairways going up from LaSalle Road - they are still there. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, they're still there. I didn't know those were left over from when it was the school.
MR. SWEEDEN: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.
MR. SWEEDEN: They're getting old. I guess they built that in the mid '40s, early '40s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, about early '40s. Anyway. So what else did you do as teenagers, let's say teenagers in Oak Ridge? Did you have any hangouts?
MR. SWEEDEN: I bet you've heard of the Den, the Wildcat Den?

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course.
MR. SWEEDEN: Well, they got that. Jefferson was a block from where we lived on Latimer Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. SWEEDEN: You got a pool hall and you've got the drug store.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you end up living on Latimer Road after Outer?
MR. SWEEDEN: Yes, in '53 we moved to Latimer Road and stayed there until I went in the Navy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. SWEEDEN: Yes, so it was convenient for getting out and doing stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Did you ever get in trouble?
MR. SWEEDEN: Not anything significant. I don't recollect that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you have any buddies that you ever got into mischief with around Oak Ridge and what would that be?
MR. SWEEDEN: No, they might have knocked on people's doors and ran or something like that at Halloween but no, we were pretty well-behaved.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was law enforcement like in Oak Ridge? As teenagers you were always aware of cops I guess. Was there anything unique about that as you recall?

MR. SWEEDEN: Well, there is one thing I can tell you that you might find amusing. We were going to sneak in a ballgame at Blankenship Field - a football game. And there is a cop up there patrolling the fence and he said go right down through there and take off, that policeman down there - he won't chase you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. SWEEDEN: Yeah, they were good. In fact, I worked with some of them when I worked for the city.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right. So, you grew up in Oak Ridge. Was there a favorite restaurant or cafe' or anything like that that the teenagers frequented?

MR. SWEEDEN: Well, we could go off campus for lunch - I think they can still do that.

MR. MCDANIEL: When you were in high school?
MR. SWEEDEN: In high school. And there was a place at the swimming pool called the Silver Diner. And it was a silver diner and it had jukebox and hamburgers and milkshakes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. SWEEDEN: A lot of kids would go over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: And was it a permanent thing?
MR. SWEEDEN: Yeah, it was there for years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? Nobody has ever told me about that.
MR. SWEEDEN: Silver Diner.

MR. MCDANIEL: Silver Diner.
MR. SWEEDEN: Kind of where Providence and Robertsville intersect. Back down in there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure. Right.
MR. SWEEDEN: That was a hangout.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, talk about your high school years. What do you remember specific about high school?
MR. SWEEDEN: Well, I was in the band and we went to Washington and marched in the Cherry Blossom Parade in '58.

MR. MCDANIEL: '58. Who was your band director?
MR. SWEEDEN: Gil Scarborough. We called him "Prof".

MR. MCDANIEL: Had he been there from the beginning?
MR. SWEEDEN: Yeah, later he got in high up in the school administration.

MR. MCDANIEL: What else about high school? Well, you were there in what year did you graduate?
MR. SWEEDEN: '60.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you were there in - was it 1958 when the football team won the state championship?

MR. SWEEDEN: That was one of them, yeah, when Jackie Pope was there.

MR. MCDANIEL: I interviewed Jackie Pope not too long ago and he talked about that.

MR. SWEEDEN: He was little, but you didn't want to punt the football to him. You would want the other guys, 'cause he'd be gone.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. SWEEDEN: And I saw today in the Oak Ridger that two of the Class of '59 died.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, when you were in the band and they were playing tournament games and the playoffs and all that did the band go?

MR. SWEEDEN: We did. On buses. We went to all their games.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you graduated high school. And then did you go to college or go into the Navy?

MR. SWEEDEN: I got out of high school of June, I suppose of '60 and went in the Navy in July. 17-years-old. I turned 18 at Great Lakes Boot Camp. Now, wasn't that a great place to spend a birthday?

MR. MCDANIEL: Had you always wanted to go into the military?
MR. SWEEDEN: Yes, it was a blast.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, how long were you in the service?
MR. SWEEDEN: Three years active and 12 years total.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you got out of the Navy and came back home. What did you do then?

MR. SWEEDEN: Oak Ridge Fire Department for two years. And let me tell you this. Of the four fire halls that were here then, they're all gone. All four of them are gone.

MR. MCDANIEL:  The others were Jefferson. There was one up near Townsite I guess, Jackson Square.
MR. SWEEDEN: The corner of Kentucky and Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. SWEEDEN: And one on Anna Road in the east end.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, they're all gone. So, what did you do for the fire department?
MR. SWEEDEN: Firefighter. Rode the tailgate.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you really? That was tough though, wasn't it?

MR. SWEEDEN: No. Not when you're 21 years old.

MR. MCDANIEL: You didn't do medical calls back then so I guess there weren't too many fires.

MR. SWEEDEN: No. No, there wasn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what shift did you work? Did you work like 24 on and 24 off?

MR. SWEEDEN: Right. We slept there and had a pole to slide down at night. Yeah, that was a good job. It didn't pay much.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. I interviewed Don McGuire.
MR. SWEEDEN: He was there when I was there.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you did that for two years?
MR. SWEEDEN: Two years.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then what did you do?
MR. SWEEDEN: Along came Carbide.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about that. Tell me how you got that job and what you did.

MR. SWEEDEN: I've always been an electrician, so I applied for it. I guess they happened to be hiring at the time. I stayed there 40 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: At K-25?
MR. SWEEDEN: Except for the first 5 months was at X-10. From then on it was at K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, did you get electrician training in the Navy?

MR. SWEEDEN: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you got electrician training in the Navy. So, I suppose you became an electrician then? After the fire department, you applied for a job at Carbide and you said you were at X-10 for five months. What did you work on there? Do you remember?
MR. SWEEDEN: Electrical maintenance for whatever needed fixing. A little bit of construction, but mostly maintenance. And they had a training program at K-25 then and, so, we went through that. It was like a 3-year deal.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you went to K-25 and you were out there for the rest of your work career?

MR. SWEEDEN: Sort of. For 40 years from '65 to 2005.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.

MR. SWEEDEN: Retired for four years and couldn't stand it. Went back for two years and then retired for good after that second stint. It was a good career.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about K-25. What was it like working out there? What did you have to be careful of? I know some of it is still classified but I know a lot of it is not. So, tell me about working at K-25.

MR. SWEEDEN: Well, there's things there now that wasn't there then. When we were kids asbestos and radiation and stuff like that wouldn't hurt you and now it will. Anyway, of course, we were enriching uranium.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. SWEEDEN: That's what K-25 was all about. It was hot and it was noisy but we had fun. We still meet monthly for breakfast at Shoney's.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Now, did you work in the "U" or did you work at other buildings?

MR. SWEEDEN: All over. In the "U". Not much left now.

MR. MCDANIEL: I don't know if there is any of it left now.

MR. SWEEDEN: There's a little bit of the southeast side of the "U" is still standing. It was technetium contaminated.

MR. MCDANIEL: They are bringing it down aren't they?

MR. SWEEDEN: Yeah. I spent the bigger part of the time at K0017 which is down near the Turnpike which is a computer building and did all their maintenance and stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: You talk about all the things back then that nobody worried about and now you can't even go near it. Can't even hardly say the word. Was there anything that you were afraid of, that concerned you by working out there?

MR. SWEEDEN: No. But now they shut the process - K-33 - they pulled the plug on them in 1985. But back then you could go around in there and smoke cigarettes and drink coffee and whatever you wanted to do. And then after it's all shut down and everything is calmed down you couldn't even go in there. Had to dress up like a spaceman.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true. You said you stopped working in 2005?
MR. SWEEDEN: For four years.

MR. MCDANIEL: For four years. What were you doing, let's say the last 20 years you were there from '85 to 2005? You were just doing electrical maintenance work in the existing buildings?

MR. SWEEDEN: Yes. That's what we did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were you involved in the demolition or the tearing of anything out? Disconnecting anything so they could demolish?
MR. SWEEDEN: No. If we did, it was very little. Mostly that was contracted out. But it was a good place to work for a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, tell me some good K-25 stories.
MR. SWEEDEN: Oh, I can't. We used to play a lot 'cause being kids that's what you do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course.
MR. SWEEDEN: A lot of water got thrown. Things now they would hang you for.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.

MR. SWEEDEN: We didn't worry too much about it. A lot of us grew up together from our early 20s until we got old. It was good. They had just spent a fortune on this program called "CIPCUP" which stood for Cascade Improvement and then turned right around…
MR. MCDANIEL: (audio noise) Just a minute, pick up that receiver and just turn it around a bit.

MR. SWEEDEN: Okay.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, they spent a billion dollars on the Cascade Improvement Program.
MR. SWEEDEN: Is that how much it was?

MR. MCDANIEL: I think over the whole infrastructure - the system, I think.

MR. SWEEDEN: Can you cuss on there?

MR. MCDANIEL: No, it goes straight through. We got to keep rolling.
MR. SWEEDEN: I said, can you cuss on there?

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.

MR. SWEEDEN: Let me tell you a story about the CIPSUP program.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.
MR. SWEEDEN: A lot of that consisted of rewiring those process motors to make them have more horsepower.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. 

MR. SWEEDEN: So our electrician supervisor over the motor shop at K-25 went to Paducah and he came back and he was all impressed and told us we've got to do this and this and have an assembly line type thing and turn out so many motors.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MR. SWEEDEN: One of the old electricians - his name was Taylor Humphrey - said "Taylor, I'm not busting my ass for you or no other son of a bitch." And, he got away with it.

MR. MCDANIEL: He got away with it. Oh, my.

MR. SWEEDEN: Oh well. 

MR. MCDANIEL: How many electricians - was there a group or a division or a handful of you?

MR. SWEEDEN: At our peak, there was about 250.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. SWEEDEN: Now, there are less than 10.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. SWEEDEN: When I left, I was the number one seniority electrician.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you had been there a long time hadn't you? Was there anything you ever have any accidents or near accidents that were maybe specific or unique to the K-25 facility?

MR. SWEEDEN: Not that I recall. We had a welder got caught on fire and died from burns in K-33.

MR. MCDANIEL: I guess though that even though it was a unique thing that was being done - uranium enrichment out at K-25 - it was just an industrial site that could be industrial type work anywhere for any type of industry. Just so the product was unique that you were producing out there. I know K-25 had several celebrity guests and visitors and things such as that that came through occasionally. Do you remember any of that?
MR. SWEEDEN: Yeah, Jimmy Carter came.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember that?
MR. SWEEDEN: Yeah, I remember that. They made big preparation for his visit. Painted and made everything look real spiffy. They fixed him up a conference room to have a press conference in with new heat and air unit and new spotlights and stuff. He never went in there. But I had to stand out on the street with a radio in case they needed electrical support.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. SWEEDEN: He just breezed in and I think he went in K-33 to look at that. I don't know of any more presidents that came there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember anything about the - it was '72 I believe - the hijacking - the hijacked plane that was circling Oak Ridge? Do you remember that?

MR. SWEEDEN: I remember, yeah. Nothing specific.

MR. MCDANIEL: Who was I talking to? It was Ken Sommerfield I think it was. He was a supervisor of some sort at K-25 when that happened and he told me the story about it was getting they were threatening to crash the plane into one of the plants and it was starting to get dark and he and another fella decided that they were going to turn out all the lights. So they turned out every light at K-25 and it all went dark, so they couldn't see the site.

MR. SWEEDEN: He's sharp. Ken Sommerfield is sharp. When Carter came there, they had a plant superintendent named Bob Winkel.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. SWEEDEN: Well, they put the smart guy with President Carter - Mr. Sommerfield.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly. Yeah, I interviewed Bob too. So, you worked out there, like you said, for 40 years.

MR. SWEEDEN: 40 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then you retired and then you went back for two years. Did you go back out there?

MR. SWEEDEN: Same job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? Just didn't like being retired?

MR. SWEEDEN: Hated it. However, it was an eye opener to go back because they got so picky about everything. They kind of got your hands tied where you can't work. They used to want you to work and appreciate it and demand that you work. Now they do everything that they can to keep you from it. 

MR. MCDANIEL: When you were out there, you had several - well, I guess Union Carbide was the one that was the longest.
MR. SWEEDEN: Yes,

MR. MCDANIEL: And the, who was it Lockheed Martin and then Martin Marietta.

MR. SWEEDEN: Martin Marietta.

MR. MCDANIEL: Then Lockheed.

MR. SWEEDEN: Then Lockheed and then Bechtel-Jacobs and maintenance - we were J.A. Jones.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. SWEEDEN: For a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was that in the early days or later on?
MR. SWEEDEN: Later on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I didn't know that.
MR. SWEEDEN: Yes, Bechtel-Jacobs was there but the maintenance guys, we worked for J.A. Jones.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Speaking of Bob Winkel, wasn't he over Maintenance.

MR. SWEEDEN: He was a plant shift superintendent.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what it was.

MR. SWEEDEN: He came from Paducah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you work for him? Did you ever work directly for Bob Winkel?

MR. SWEEDEN: No, but everybody there worked for him.

MR. MCDANIEL: I would imagine there would be some good stories about Bob Winkel.

MR. SWEEDEN: I would imagine. I do, but I can't tell. I might get in trouble.

MR. MCDANIEL: He's probably already told me these stories.

MR. SWEEDEN: I thought he died.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, he passed away. But I interviewed him several years ago.

MR. SWEEDEN: He had a boy that got a football scholarship to UK.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh really?
MR. SWEEDEN: From Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay. Any other good stories you can tell me about K-25?

MR. SWEEDEN: Not without pre-thinking about them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay. Who was the best contractor to work for?

MR. SWEEDEN: Carbide, by far.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. SWEEDEN: All the successors tried to outdo the other one for being chicken whatever that word is. That was the good old days - Carbide. But I couldn't tell you right now what year was that.

MR. MCDANIEL: I can't remember, right off-hand.
MR. SWEEDEN: And now they've got that UCOR thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. SWEEDEN: Don't know how that will work out.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. SWEEDEN: We got out there occasionally and have Thanksgiving dinner with the guys.

MR. MCDANIEL: But you said a group of you still get together once a month.

MR. SWEEDEN: Once a month. And there might be somebody at Shoney's you might want to talk to.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay. That would be good. I want you to think about the names of those people and maybe you could give them to me later. So, now what do you do. This was just a few years ago you quit working the second time.

MR. SWEEDEN: Two years.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you're truly retired now.

MR. SWEEDEN: Truly retired.

MR. MCDANIEL: What do you do now? How do you fill your day? What are you involved in?

MR. SWEEDEN: Well, three hours a week on that elliptical trainer upstairs, two hours a day on the piano.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. SWEEDEN: Well, you have computers and you waste a lot of time on them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did you always play piano?

MR. SWEEDEN: For a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, do you play for church or anything organized?

MR. SWEEDEN: I play for some ladies at our church. Gail calls them my groupies.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you go to what church?

MR. SWEEDEN: Robertsville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Robertsville Baptist Church. Have you gone there a long time?

MR. SWEEDEN: Since it started.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. SWEEDEN: '46, '47.

MR. MCDANIEL: So your parents, you all started going there?

MR. SWEEDEN: We had a whole row - parents, grandparents, kids.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. SWEEDEN: Fill up a pew. Only back then we didn't have pews, we had folding chairs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it where it's located now?
MR. SWEEDEN: Back then it wasn't. It was located where Robertsville Junior High School is. Then we bought two dormitories about where Latimer Road runs into North Jefferson Circle. Old dormitory - had two of them. And then we built the thing in 1951 where it is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where it is now. So, you've been there your whole life. Just about it, haven't you?

MR. SWEEDEN: I've got a certificate in there from 1946. They called it the "Cradle Roll" little toddler long time ago.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you've lived in Oak Ridge your whole life. How have you seen things change in Oak Ridge over the years? I mean, you were here from the '40s, '50s until today. What have you seen that has changed in your perception?

MR. SWEEDEN: Well, I guess the housing has really grown since the early days. West Outer Drive used to end where Louisiana Avenue runs into it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. SWEEDEN: That was the end of it. Of course, you know how it is now. It goes on and on and on.

MR. MCDANIEL: All the ways to Kingston, just about it.
MR. SWEEDEN: To Oliver Springs. Yeah, the high school - we took a tour of it. It is dramatically different.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's awful nice.

MR. SWEEDEN: A lot different than what it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: But what about the culture of Oak Ridge. I mean, the kind of people that live here. Have you noticed a change?
MR. SWEEDEN: It depends on what part of town you go to. We went through that thing that Dana went through - the Citizens Police Academy. And you can hear some stories about some parts of Oak Ridge. For the most part, it's good.

MR. MCDANIEL: Anything else you want to talk about? Any other stories you've got for me?

MR. SWEEDEN: I don't think so. But it's been good.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you sent through the Citizen's Police Academy?
MR. SWEEDEN: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: What made you want to do that?
MR. SWEEDEN: Something to do. I put on the application to help the city and something to do - relieve boredom. 

MR. MCDANIEL: And, you also volunteer at the Animal Shelter?
MR. SWEEDEN: Yesterday was the first day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MR. SWEEDEN: And I don't know how she did it. Handle the animals and take the pictures both. It took both of us to corral them and take their picture.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Are you an animal person?
MR. SWEEDEN: Not really. We've had cats. Until the last one died.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. SWEEDEN: And we did the VIPS. We had a thing at the beginning of the school year. They've got a Nissan Cube they confiscated from some dopers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. SWEEDEN: Put graphics on it and lights and things. So, we would visit the schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. SWEEDEN: In the morning. I think that went away after the school year got up and running.

MR. MCDANIEL: But that's the citizen volunteer program for the police department.

MR. SWEEDEN: Yes, VIPS - Volunteers in Police Service. You've seen the little shirts.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course, I just didn't know what it stood for.
MR. SWEEDEN: That is something to do. I think they are having trouble finding things for us to do. But they'll get it going.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Alright, well very good, anything else you want to talk about? This is a good chance.

MR. SWEEDEN: No, and I appreciate it. We're about to get hungry aren't we?

MR. MCDANIEL: Just about it. We've got to be picking us a bird, don't we?

MR. SWEEDEN: Yeah, we do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, thank you very much, Larry. I appreciate you taking time to talk with us.

MR. SWEEDEN: Thank you, Keith.

[End of Interview]
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