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MR. HUNNICUTT:
This interview is for the Center for Oak Ridge Oral History.  The date is March 18, 2015.  I am Don Hunnicutt with Betty Stokes in the studio of BBB Communications, LLC., 170 Randolph Road Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take her oral history about living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  Betty, please state your full name, place of birth and date please.
MRS. STOKES:  
Betty Ann Ralph Stokes.  I was born April 13, 1937 in Tipton County, Tennessee.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where is Tipton County?
MRS. STOKES:  
It's about 39 miles north of Memphis.  A little town called Covington, Tennessee.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Would you list your father's name and place of birth and date?

MRS. STOKES:  
Henry Yestor Ralph.  His birth date was April 1, 1913 and he too was born in Tipton County.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Your mother's maiden name, place, birth and date?

MRS. STOKES:  
Dorothy Elizabeth Moore and she was born on November 12, 1920.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your grandparents name on your father's side.

MRS. STOKES:  
I didn’t know my grandparents on my father's side because they died when he was a child.  So, he was an only child and his grandmother raised him and her name was Anna Gay Ralph.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about on your mother's side?

MRS. STOKES:  
On my mother's side the same thing.  Her parents died when she was very young and her grandmother raised her and her name was Elizabeth Wayer.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your father's profession?

MRS. STOKES:  
In the early years before he came to Oak Ridge he did a lot of jobs.  He worked for the Dairy Company in Memphis until he came here.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your mother?  Did she work?

MRS. STOKES:  
She did not.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You have brothers and sisters?

MRS. STOKES:  
I have one sister.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what is her name and place of birth and date if you recall?
MRS. STOKES:  
Her name is Dorothy Jean Marsh Harris Hudson and her birth date is October 7, 1942.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you know about your father's school history?
MRS. STOKES:  
He graduated from high school in Covington, Tennessee, in 1933, and got a job at a local feed store there in Covington, Tennessee, and worked there until they moved to Memphis when he got a job with the Dairy.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your mother's school history?
MRS. STOKES:  
Well, she dropped out of school in the 9th grade to marry my dad.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you recall about growing up at the home place?

MRS. STOKES:  
Here or?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
No, before Oak Ridge.
MRS. STOKES:  
I don’t remember a whole lot about it.  We spent a lot of time…  Mother took us to different places because she wasn’t working at that time.  When we lived in Memphis we spent a lot of time at the farm.  My great grandmother on my mother's side had a farm and we would go out there and spend some time. Then when I started to school, I started school at Peabody in Memphis in the first grade and I went there through second grade before we lived here.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about going to school at Peabody?  How was it?

MRS. STOKES:  
Very strict and very disciplined not like it is today, but it was fun.  We enjoyed it.  I actually made good grades.  I won a Shamrock one time for a spelling contest that we went into.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was the typical wear of clothes for a girl your age?

MRS. STOKES:  
I wore dress, shoes and socks.  Never pants or shorts.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How far away did you live from the school?

MRS. STOKES:  
I could actually walk to school maybe a block or two.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is the school located in the town of Memphis or outside?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, it was.  There were several elementary schools in Memphis, but in the area where I lived the school was close by.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall how the house was laid out what type of house it was?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, I do.  It was a one story.  You walked in the front door and there was a small living room and then there was a huge bathroom and then you kind of just went straight back down the hallway and then there was another bedroom, a bath and then the kitchen was on the back side.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have chores to do at that age?

MRS. STOKES:  
I had to empty the garbage.  That was my chore.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, what was the reason that your family moved to Oak Ridge?
MRS. STOKES:  
My dad was drafted into the Army during World War II and he got 4F due to his aside so they told him that they had a position for him in a place in East Tennessee and would he be willing to go and he said yes because by that time he couldn’t go back to doing the job that he was doing at the dairy.  So, he came up for an interview, they hired him and he came back home. Before we could move, and that was in April 1945, before he could move he had to wait and get some housing for us to move in and he hope that he could get it before I had to start in third grade, but the only housing we could get was in the trailer in Midtown.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did the family get to Oak Ridge?

MRS. STOKES:  
We drove.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And when you first came do you recall where you came to?

MRS. STOKES:  
We had to come to an area where my dad had to identify us.  We couldn’t get in and my mother had to fill out some paperwork and my daddy had to be there to identify us and show pictures of his family.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, he came before the --

MRS. STOKES:  
He came in April before we came in August.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall was that on the West end of Oak Ridge down at the K-25 area do you remember?

MRS. STOKES:  
I don’t remember which area we came in to because I was young.  I just remembered that we had to stop at this place, there were guards there and my dad had to meet us. Since he was working at K-25 I'm assuming in the West end of town, but I don’t know.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, did the family come in the car and he was already here?

MRS. STOKES:  
We had a family that drove us up here because we didn’t have a car.  We couldn’t get vehicles at that time, but we had a family member that drove us here.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, do you recall where you went after you came through the checking area?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  He had a trailer about that time in Midtown and we went there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, you're referring to Middle Town over in the trailer areas. It's a short name for Middle Town.

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where about in the trailer area did you guys live?

MRS. STOKES:  
I don’t know.  There was a whole bunch of trailers there.  There were bath houses that were there and my mother was very upset she said, "I thought we were going to have a house" and he said, "Well, it isn’t ready yet."

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your mother's reaction when she came that you can recall?

MRS. STOKES:  
She could not unpack.  She said, "I can't live in this trailer.  We can't put our furniture in here.  There's no place to put anything."  The furniture we had had to go into storage.  I don’t remember where and Mother was from Memphis, Tennessee, and she had always lived in a big home and dressed in heels and gloves to go to town. So the first time after we got there she had to get groceries, so she dressed up in her high heels and her gloves and headed down to catch a bus to go to the grocery store, broke her heel in a boardwalk, came back in, my dad said, "Now, look I can fix it.  I'll get it fixed" and she sat down and started crying.  She said, "What kind of a hell hole did you bring me to?" Because we didn’t have a restroom in the trailer.  We had to go to the bath house. My sister and I slept on a little sofa bed that was in the front that would convert to a bed.  It was a sofa, but it would convert to a bed and they had the only bedroom back there. Then there was just a small little kitchen, so my sister and I had to play outside.  I mean, there was no room.  If it rained we were just stuck inside, but she looked at my bed and she said, "What kind of a hell hole did you bring me to?" And he said, "It's going to be all right when we get a house."  He was able to get a flattop before school started so that I could start to attend the school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was the flattop located?

MRS. STOKES:  
151 Johnson Road.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Describe what a flattop would look like?
MRS. STOKES:  
It looked like a box with a flat top.  Really, it's what it looked like and it was only two bedrooms and Mother said, "Why did we just get this small house?" He said, well, his job title, plus he had a family of four, and the children were girls so they could share a room, so that's why he got the two bedroom flattop.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, how long did you guys live in the trailer?

MRS. STOKES:  
Just a few weeks really.  Not too long because we didn’t come until August and then we moved in August I guess before school started or the very end of August.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, how did you get your belongings from the trailer to the flattop?
MRS. STOKES:  
I don’t remember how we did that?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But apparently someone moved it up there?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  I don’t know.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Because you didn’t have a car right?

MRS. STOKES:  
We did not have a car.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of work did your father do when he came?
MRS. STOKES:  
He was a chemical operator at K-25.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall what kind of a job that would be?
MRS. STOKES:  
No, because he wouldn’t talk about it.  I asked him several times after I grew up and I said, "Daddy, you never tell me what you did at the plant" he said, "Yes, I did.  I told you I never lifted anything heavier than a pencil."  My father died never telling me what he actually did, because he was programmed to not tell what he did that he wouldn’t tell me.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, after moving in to the flattop did your mother kind of settle in a little bit?

MRS. STOKES:  
Better than the trailer.  She started fixing it up and putting up the curtains because there was nothing there.  It had a lot of -- we actually -- I do remember her saying that they had to sell a lot of their furniture because it wouldn’t fit in there and the flattop had built-in furniture.  They had chests with drawers and they had dressers so our beds did not fit and so we had to get -- my sister and I had twin beds that were just on a frame and my mother and dad had the same thing, but it was a double bed.  There was just one bathroom so we had to take turns there, which got kind of hectic when I was trying to go to school and Daddy was going off to work and he worked shift work.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall how he got back and forth to work?

MRS. STOKES:  
He was in a car pool.  I don’t remember who -- in the beginning before we got a car, he paid someone to ride in a car from work.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, how did your mother go to the grocery store when you lived in the flattop?

MRS. STOKES:  
She actually walked and that was another story that I went with her one day.  She wanted to go.  They had said that a lot of the food was rationed back there like sugar and bacon and you just couldn’t get those things.  She loved to cook and she was a very good cook.  They were going to have sugar at Hilltop Market and we could walk there.  So, she said, "Come on, let's go, girls and let's get in line" we left early and it was already a long line by the time we got up there.  We got almost there maybe three or four people ahead of us and they ran out.  She cried again all the way back home.  She couldn’t get any sugar, then she was so upset.  Again, my father had to come to the rescue and say, "It's going to be okay.  We'll get sugar later.  There'll be sugar somewhere else."

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the third grade the first grade you attended?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
At what school?
MRS. STOKES:  
Linden.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where is Linden located?
MRS. STOKES:  
At LaSalle Road I think.  It was the old Linden School.  There's a new one now below that one or somewhere.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about your first day of school?
MRS. STOKES:  
Well, my mother and daddy both actually took me that day and I was a little scared because it was a different place and I wasn’t used to it.  So, they both went with me. My dad fell in love with my teacher because she looked like Dorothy Lamour and I never will forget.  He always wanted to go to PTA meetings because he liked my teacher.  She was a very attractive lady.  She did looked like dark and the more they are all swimmer.  She was very sweet and a really good teacher.  I liked her a lot.  I learned a lot from her.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the dress code the same as what you wore in Memphis?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was pretty much standard in those days?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you recall the boys wore in those days?
MRS. STOKES:  
Most of them wore long pants and shirts.  They didn’t wear -- also good little -- now we wear shorts in the Summer time when school was out, but we didn’t wear anything like that to school.  I didn’t even wear -- we had leggings if it was cold, the old timey leggings, they had little straps around the ankle or around the arch of the foot that you could wear, but most of the time when you got to school you took those off.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were they made out of it?

MRS. STOKES:  
Well, they felt like roller cotton or heavy something like that.  They were warm.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
About how far did you live from Linden School?
MRS. STOKES:  
Well, maybe a mile, but we walked.  We could ride the bus, but I lived in the neighborhood with a lot of other kids that I went to school with and so we were kind of gathered up in the mornings and walked to school.  The first few weeks I think my mother walked with me.  I don’t remember riding the bus, although it was free. You could ride it, but we walked.  A lot of other school kids do the same thing so we just kind of gathered up together and we had a path through the woods that we could walk through.  It was a shortcut.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you recall different about Linden School from Peabody in Memphis?

MRS. STOKES:  
I don’t remember anything being too much different.  The structure was basically the same back then.  There was discipline.  They were strict.  That was in Memphis and I found it to be the same here maybe not as strict, but the discipline was certainly there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about the different kids that were from different places?  Did they talk differently than you do?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, some of them did.  Well, they were from all walks of life from every part of the country.  Not everybody was from Tennessee, not everybody was from the South and so you have northerners and you had westerners.  The talk was just a little bit different, but when you're a kid you don’t really notice that too much.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, looking back today you could have been in class with some person really high up in the Ph.D.’s or somebody else, some sort as well as been around just average worker.

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, sure.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But in some way all of the kids seem to blend together?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  We had a classmate one time at a high school reunion that wrote what it was like to live in Oak Ridge and he called it “Camelot” and that's exactly what it was.  You could go -- everybody was like family, everywhere.  It didn’t matter if you live in the West end of the town, the East end of town or the center of town.  We were all part of a family that lived here and it was like you could go anywhere, you could do anything. There was no crime, you could go on vacation with your doors open and if somebody need to go in and borrowed a cup of sugar while you were gone, they were free to do that.  It was just -- and we all loved each other.  We all got along well.  You didn’t have these arguments or families who didn’t get along or anything like that.  We all got along.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What grades did you go to at Linden?

MRS. STOKES:  
From third grade through sixth grade.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Can you describe what typical school and setting would look like at Linden?

MRS. STOKES:  
We had individual desks that had a little cubby hole underneath your seat where you kept you books, a blackboard. They were all lined up in a row and you were seated in alphabetical order.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about some of the classes they held in those days?

MRS. STOKES:  
There was the basic Math, Reading and Spelling.  There was History, I guess, they call it Geography.  They didn’t offer Music back then in elementary school.  You had to wait till you got to junior high they called it then.  It's middle school today.  Before you could take any kind of a music or type of instrument and then we had a lot of P.E.  We had gym every day.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about lunch?  Did you take your lunch or they buy lunch there?

MRS. STOKES:  
Sometimes I took my lunch depending on what they were going to have, because they put out a program telling what the meal was going to be.  Sometimes I would buy my lunch if I liked what they were going to have, I'm taking the lunch.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall what you used to take in your bag lunch?

MRS. STOKES:  
Let me see, I can't remember.  It seem like it was baloney.  You couldn’t get meat back then much.  Baloney and cheese, peanut butter and jelly, or some of those kinds of things.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long did the family live in the flattop?

MRS. STOKES:  
They actually lived longer than I did because I got married.  I guess we lived there till 1958 maybe.  I graduated from high school in 1955.  My parents were still living there and then soon after that they moved. I think it was 1957 or 1958, they moved to Farragut and my sister went to Farragut High School and graduated from there and then my dad lost his job at the plant.  He had to find other means of work because he was only in his early 50s and this was back in 1959 or 1960.  So, he and my mother decided to take a motel course where they would manage a motel, but that didn’t work out very well.  They thought it was going to be fun, but that wasn’t fun.  So, then he went back to Memphis, then got a job at the Penal Farm there and they lived there until he passed away.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you mother come back to Oak Ridge after that?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, because she had worked for a man in Grove Center and he and his wife and Mother and Daddy used to play cards together.  My daddy passed away in January of 1968 and his wife had passed away two to three days after that.  Well, he found out that Mother had been widowed, he called her and they start talking on the phone.  The next thing I know, he is going down to visit her and soon after that they decided they wanted to get married and she moved back to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where did she move to?
MRS. STOKES:  
They moved to 615 Pennsylvania Avenue.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was her name when she remarried?
MRS. STOKES:  
Bowman, Dorothy Elizabeth Bowman.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And his name was?
MRS. STOKES:  
Charles Bowman.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let's go back to your schooling.  You went through Linden and after you left Linden where did you attend school?
MRS. STOKES:  
I attended Jefferson Junior High School which is where Robertsville is today.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let's talk a little bit about that.  That school has been very confusion to a lot of people.  When you went to Jefferson, where Robertsville Middle School is today, was the old Robertsville building there?

MRS. STOKES:  
It was an old building, yes.  It had -- the thing I remember about it was the tower that was the fire escape. It was round and you had to get in that and come down the fire escape, but it was enclosed, but you could go down and up that way.  But it was all one building.  There was a small breeze way, I think, from classrooms over to the gym.  The gym part, I think was the old part of Robertsville, but I think they've torn most of that down today.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, this fire escape, was this like a chute that you would slide down?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And did you have to do that periodically?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, we always had fire drills every day.  Well, not every day, but once a month.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like to do that?

MRS. STOKES:  
No, not in a dress.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.  I've heard stories about the boys liked that.

MRS. STOKES:  
The boys enjoyed it and they always wanted to go first and the girls last because they could catch us, they said.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Right.  Well, it's scary did you do it or…?

MRS. STOKES:  
The first time you do it, it was very scary, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, the brick building that stands at Robertsville Middle School now were they there, do you recall, where the school main body of the school is now?
MRS. STOKES:  
I don’t recall.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The school has moved three times.

MRS. STOKES:  
It's moved three times, yes, and they had the really pretty part of the old building, that I liked, where the fire escape was, is gone and I hated to see them tear that down because that was seem like part of history.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And I think it was 1915 when that school was first built.

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, what did you see different at Robertsville Junior High versus elementary school?

MRS. STOKES:  
At Jefferson Junior High?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I mean, I'm sorry you've got me on the wrong place.

MRS. STOKES:  
Jefferson.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes, Jefferson.

MRS. STOKES:  
Jefferson was, you could sort of pick and choose some of your classes.  We could take music then and I took band, played clarinet, had Alice Lyman, tough lady and very strict lady, but she had a really good band.  Our colors were blue and gold, and you had cheerleaders for the football team and they had a football team.  Not very good, but we had one.  We had more activities there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was Jefferson's mascot the eagle in those days?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall some of the football coaches were down there?

MRS. STOKES:  
Goodness, that's been too long ago.  No, I don’t.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall Michael Ando been there?

MRS. STOKES:  
It's been around forever, yes Michael Ando.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, what were some of the classes you could choose from or you took that you chose from?

MRS. STOKES:  
Well, we had to take Math, History and English, those types of things, but I could take Music.  It was more up in music field that you could take or art, then you would go from one class to another class that you might be in, if they were having a music session that day, you scheduled yours so you could go to that class.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have a homeroom teacher?

MRS. STOKES:  
I think we did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall some of your teachers who they were?
MRS. STOKES:  
No, not junior high.  It seemed like it changed.  You go from one area to another you had several different teachers really.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you go walk to school then or did you ride the bus?

MRS. STOKES:  
I rode the bus most of the time to Jefferson?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And you mentioned earlier the bus was free?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, it was for a period of time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you know which bus to get on?

MRS. STOKES:  
Well, it came right by the house and it would say, "Jefferson" or it would say, "Linden" or it would say, "The high school" which was above Jackson Square at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where would they say this?  Where would you see it?
MRS. STOKES:  
On the front.  It would tell --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
A little marquee.

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, when you got on the bus in the afternoon at school, you look for the same bus that had your ID on?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, our number.  The bus also had a number to that you could get knowing that you were going to your particular area of home.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were the buses crowded?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you recall your last day at junior high and you knew you was going into high school, were you excited about that?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, we were all excited about that.  We thought we were going to be really big people, big dogs and you get there and you have the seniors to deal with and you're a little freshman, so you're not as big as you thought you were going to be.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, was that the ninth grade?
MRS. STOKES:  
We actually start in the ninth grade at the high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where was the high when you went?

MRS. STOKES:  
Actually, they had moved the high school from Blankenship, up in Jackson Square, to the high school where it is today and I started there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
During the school year during the summer, what did you do before high school back during your junior high?  What did you do in the summer for fun and activities?

MRS. STOKES:  
Well, actually I didn’t do a whole lot, because my mother was working by that time and I was responsible for my little sister and I'm five-and-a-half years older and she expected me to do household chores, laundry, ironing that kind of thing.  She usually came in and did the cooking.  I didn’t have to do that, but I would have to make sure my little sister was taken care of during the day. But we had a playground up behind our house that we could walk up the hill to, and the area kids that I played with, and my little sister had a little kids that she could play with as well, and we would play ball up there just all kinds of activities we did up on that field unless we were invited.  If Mother happened to be home I could have friends over.  If not, if I was asked to come to somebody else's house, I’d have to ask my mother if I could go and we'd have to make arrangements for Jean to be somewhere else or something, but I didn’t get to go a whole lot because I was responsible for my little sister.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of work did your mother did?

MRS. STOKES:  
She worked at the department store.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember which one it was?
MRS. STOKES:  
Well, she worked at several -- she worked at Taylor’s which was at Jackson Square, then it became Millers and then it became Loveman’s or Rich’s.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Loveman’s.
MRS. STOKES:  
Loveman’s and she was actually office manager at Loveman’s and then when they left she went to what is now Downtown Miller’s.  Miller’s is where Belk’s is today and she was still office manager there until she retired.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, when she was working during the day and if your mother was on days, then you and your sister were alone at home for you to be shrewd and nothing happened.

MRS. STOKES:  
Exactly.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, was there times that maybe something did happen and you needed help?  What did you do?

MRS. STOKES:  
I don’t remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you call on the neighbors or…?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, because we had neighbors on either side and you could go next door and say "Jean fell and cut herself now what to do" this sort of thing and they would handle it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did Jean react that you being her super [cross talking]

MRS. STOKES:  
We fought all the time.  She would tell Mother that I was too bossy and I would tell that she didn’t pay attention and mind me, so we argued back and forth like that all the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That's a big responsibility for a young girl.

MRS. STOKES:  
Well, I was 12 or so.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You were bigger than your age indicated.
MRS. STOKES:  
Well, I was little, but mentally I was older.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Right.  So, when you went to high school and you started there did you see a difference there than when you went in junior high?
MRS. STOKES:  
No, because a lot of the people that I went to high school with came from middle school with me.  I mean, we were all together and a lot of us took the same classes, and the ones who didn’t take some of my classes that I took, we're in another part, taking other classes. But a lot of times we'd meet at lunch and in the cafeteria was such that you could just mingle anywhere in the cafeteria. Then above the cafeteria which is we had those long steps which now they've changed, that’s where it's an eating area now, but that was a big lobby area in front of the cafeteria and they put music out there so that we could dance during lunch time if we wanted to.  Eventually, they moved some tables out where we could in the spring we could go outside and sit there, but we were monitored pretty closely.  There was no throwing the food and fighting in the cafeteria and all that comes up, but we didn’t want to.  I mean, we had all grown up from elementary school and all gone to the high school together and like I said, it's just like one big happy family.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like the dance?  Did you ever dance before?

MRS. STOKES:  
I did and we would get out there and when the pop became new we were all out there trying to learn how to do that because [inaudible] had been there before and so now we were trying to learn this new thing and we would get out there, practice and practice at lunch time.  This is what we would do so it was a lot of fun.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let me back you up a minute when you were responsible for running the household.  What about washing clothes?  Had did you go about doing that?

MRS. STOKES:  
We actually had a washing machine.  It didn’t have a drier for a long, long time, but we did have the washing machine and we had to lean that on the house and had to hang clothes out there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, how did you attach the clothes to the line?

MRS. STOKES:  
With the clothespin.  No time to clip on clothes then.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall in the neighborhoods people getting at the clothesline and talking?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  In fact, when my mother was working some of the ladies next door that we we're good friends with would come over, I'd take out a load of clothes to hang and she'd say, "Now, remember you got to wipe that line or it might be dirty" so I learned that from neighbors that I had to do that.  It was fun and we’d talk and she'd say, "You need any help?" And I’d say, "No", and “Okay.”
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall that some clotheslines had posts that would go up in the --

MRS. STOKES:  
In the center, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Center so the clothes won't sag.

MRS. STOKES:  
I had one like that until my daddy attached -- we had some trees that worked pretty good and he finally made just one line -- actually had two.  They actually had built at every house clothes lines that had three or four lines and with this post and we use that some, but those didn’t last very long and then my dad fixed a makeshift line.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, now you're in high school and did you continue with your music in high school?

MRS. STOKES:  
I did not.  I was taking a lot of really difficult classes, science classes, because I wanted to go to nurse's training and I was taking Chemistry, Algebra, Algebra 2, Geometry, Biology and all the science classes that I could take and I took language.  I took a Latin class.  So, I had some really tough classes and I was taking a full load.  Back then, you could take an 8 o'clock class for extra credit and I did all four years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You recall some of your teachers?

MRS. STOKES:  
Mr. Ripley was my Algebra teacher.  Mr. Plumlee was my biology teacher who likes to put snakes around his arms and chase the girls down the hall which was kind of bizarre.  I had English, I had Ms. Turner.  In Latin, I had her for Latin too.  I don’t know why I ever took Latin.  It was a dead language, but I thought it would help me in nursing with some of the medical terms which it did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You also had to take P.E., Physical Education?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, we did.  That was a requirement.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did you notice going to the high school taking P.E. that you had to do that you didn’t do in junior?

MRS. STOKES:  
I had to take a shower with all the other girls.  That was required.  I mean, after P.E. you had to go in a huge room that had all these showers open and you had to undress which I wasn’t used to doing in front of everybody, but we were all in the same boat.  I mean, none of us had ever done that before, so it was kind of like a new experience, but we were all girls and so we kind of got used to it after a while.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, was your class mixed with juniors, seniors and sophomores as well as?

MRS. STOKES:  
Some of my classes went four years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I know that was an experience for me as well the first time.  We had it in junior high school.

MRS. STOKES:  
Did you?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.  So, during these summers of high school, did you, were you able to increase any of your activities for personal enjoyment?
MRS. STOKES:  
During my high school years I wanted a break from family and I went back to Memphis just to stay with my grandparents because as long as they were both alive, my great grandmother on my dad's side passed away first, but my great grandmother on my mother's side lived much longer.  She lived through until I was in nurses training in Memphis and he died in my first year there, but I would go back. The first two years I went back, I went alone because I had all this responsibility at home and it was like they just kind of pampered me. I got to relax and it was fun to me to go out in the orchard, pick peaches and apples and help her do those kinds of things because I enjoyed that. I had a friend that lived on the other farm whose name was Betty, too, and we were about the same age.  We would get together and do some things together.  We would go to town together which was two miles away, but we would hitch a ride and go and go to a movie and those kinds of things.  Life was very simple back then, but I spent most of my summers back there as long as she was alive until the third summer and my mother says, "You're not leaving your sister behind anymore."  She said, "All she's done is complain" and I thought, "Yes, I know."  So, Mother couldn’t handle it and I had to take her then the rest of the time during summers.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You mentioned about the boardwalks.  Explain to me what that is.

MRS. STOKES:  
Well, it was just a sidewalk that was strips of board, but they had gaps in them like this so you could easily if you had a narrow heel, high heel, a woman could easily step down through that and break that heel off.  So, we learned very fast especially my mom that you didn’t wear high heels on the boardwalk, but people would lose their lunch money and lose their change.  You could see all kinds of change in between the boardwalks.  I never could get any out, but I think my husband did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I've heard stories where boys that take chewing gums putting them on a stick and stick through the crack that [cross talking]

MRS. STOKES:  
That's exactly right and they tried to pull that, but never worked for me.  I couldn’t get -- I wasn’t that coordinated.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about the radio programs?  Did you listen to radio?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, we listened to something called Inner Sanctum, it was kind of a mystery type thing.  We listened to Roy Rogers and Dale Evans and we listen to -- what were some of the other shows we listened to?  I can't remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The Shadow was one.

MRS. STOKES:  
The Shadow was one.  Some of those shows we listened to until we probably did get a TV I think in my senior year in high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall a Queen for a Day radio program?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was a proper program for the ladies that had to stay at home and be a housewife.

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, that's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I had to listen to that quite a bit.  What about milk delivery to the house?  Do you recall milk being delivered to the house?

MRS. STOKES:  
Not in Oak Ridge.  Some people did have milk delivered, but my mother we lived so close to the grocery store that we could walk there and get it. But now in Memphis we had milk delivered every other day.  I mean, they delivered milk regularly.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall rolling stores in Oak Ridge?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about what that was?

MRS. STOKES:  
It was like an old bus and they would come by every so often maybe once-a-week or twice-a-week. You could go out and pick up -- you could get perishables, but you could get canned goods, you could get laundry detergent and you could get those kinds of items that were nonperishable. Candy of course the kids if they had candy that was a treat for us to get candy, potato chips, or something if they had them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did the people come around with ice cream trucks or anything you can remember?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, but not very often.  Some in the summer time, but not as --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about door-to-door salesman?  Did they have people do that?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, they were always there and my mother had a rule that not to go to the door when a salesman came if she wasn’t there, but they were selling magazines, they would sell insurance, they would sell -- I forgotten what all they would sell.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, did you ever have a personal ID badge?
MRS. STOKES:  
No.  I was so angry because the year that I was going to turn 12 in April the gates opened in March and I didn’t have to have badge anymore and I felt cheated so I was really upset over that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I've heard that before out of other people.  What about when your relatives came to visit your family?  Do you recall what the family had to do to get them here?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  They had to fill out some paperwork and tell them when they were coming and my mother would have to meet them -- at that time she had to meet them at Elza Gate, I believe it was Elza.  Some gate, I don’t remember which one, and they would have to come in that way and then she would have to bring them to the house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Could they stay as long as they wanted to?  Do you recall?
MRS. STOKES:  
We had to put down how long they were going to stay.  She had to put it on a piece of paper.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, in 1945 when they dropped the bomb do you recall that event?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  I was at Jackson Square.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what do you recall about it?

MRS. STOKES:  
 I recall my dad put me on top of his head, I mean on his shoulders, so that I could see the parade and I remember seeing Rod Cameron.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, this when they open the gates.

MRS. STOKES:  
That's when they open the gates.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes, what about --
MRS. STOKES:  
Now, the bomb I don’t remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.  You're probably too small.

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, let's talk about the gates opening and you in March to 1949.  What do you recall about that?

MRS. STOKES:  
That I remember because my dad took me up to Jackson Square and we were trying to get a place and, of course, I wasn’t tall enough and my sister wasn’t tall enough so he had her in his arm like this and I was sitting on the back of his shoulders so that we could see the parade. I remember seeing Rod Cameron on that horse because I knew he was a cowboy and a movie star.  I remember seeing him and Marie McDonald , but she was in a car and she was waving and I thought she was so pretty.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
She had a nickname.  Do you remember what it was?
MRS. STOKES:  
No, I don’t.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Marie “the Body”.

MRS. STOKES:  
“The Body”, yes.  I do remember that too.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, Jack Benny that was Jack Bailey that is --

MRS. STOKES:  
Bailey.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Queen for a Day host was here as well and some others.

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, he was.  I didn’t know him as well as I knew these others.  I thought they were --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, Rod Cameron was a favorite for all kids.
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, he was.  A year later he was a porker, but he lost his watch.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.  There's quite a few stories about him.

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was there a lot of people at that parade?

MRS. STOKES:  
It was packed, just packed.  We couldn’t move hardly and at that time, I didn’t know that my future husband was there as well and he actually got a piece of the ribbon when they cut the ribbon.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That the Elza Gate opened.

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, at the Elza Gate.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall where you were in Jackson Square at that time?

MRS. STOKES:  
I didn’t go to Elza Gate.  We did not go down that far for the actual gate opening, but we were at Jackson Square on Tennessee Avenue I guess for the parade and we stayed up there because my mother was working at Loveman’s and so when the parade left and went on we did not go down to the gate area.  We went up to her office and then from there we went back home.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, what was Christmas like in Oak Ridge when you were growing up?

MRS. STOKES:  
Well, usually my mother's grandmother came and she was always there for Christmas, and of course we were living in that flattop so that my sister and I had to sleep on the sofa and let her have our bedroom.  She was a good cook too so she usually cooked meals, but when she came, she usually stayed about a month and she would come before Christmas and then stay till a little after New Year's.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did that set with you having to sleep somewhere different?
MRS. STOKES:  
I didn’t care.  It didn’t matter to me.  I was glad to have her there because I was really close to her, so it was fun for me to have her there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of Christmas tree did you have?
MRS. STOKES:  
My dad used to go out and cut a tree.  Sometimes we had a cedar tree which smelled really good, sometimes he would buy a pine tree or something that he would cut, but we couldn’t have a big tree.  We always had one that sat on a table somewhere because the house was so small that you couldn’t have a big tree in there and be able to move around because our dining table was actually in what we called the living room too.  It was kind of a living room, dining area and the kitchen was right there too.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, if someone wanted to see a typical two-bedroom flattop all they had to do is go over to [inaudible] [cross talking] look at the one they have.

MRS. STOKES:  
That's exactly the way it looked.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about presents?  Do you remember anything in particular that you got, that you really like, or dislike?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  I had wanted a bicycle forever and, of course, we lived on hills and at that time my parents had found out that I had a heart murmur and the doctor said that she doesn’t need to be riding a bicycle on these hills.  Well, all my friends were going to get bicycles as you know and I finally got one and I was so excited.  It had everything on it.  My dad had put a basket on it.  We were going to ride them to school to Linden.  That was back that early. I had so much stuff on mine that they got so heavy I have to walk it back up the hill to the house.  I couldn’t ride it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your sister ride with you?

MRS. STOKES:  
She didn’t have a bicycle at that time.  She was younger and when she first started to learn to ride the bike I took her up on a flat area of a lane , but there was still a little hill up there and she didn’t remember how to brake and had a wreck, skinned her face all up. I thought my mother was going to kill me and she said, "Why did you let her do that?" because her face was all scratched up. I said, "Because she wanted to and I couldn’t keep her from it blah, blah, blah."  I used all kinds of excuses, but anyway she got over it and she learned to ride the bike.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your family have a telephone?

MRS. STOKES:  
Not for a long, long time.  There was a community phone that, I guess, during the Manhattan Project they had put on poles every so often that you could go and get a call or make a call, but then -- in fact I don’t think they had a phone until after the gates opened.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were they on a party line?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, four party.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me how a party line works. Do you recall?
MRS. STOKES:  
Well, we had different way.  First, whoever was calling, like if they were calling us, there would be a certain ring, if they were calling whoever was on a party line it would be too shorts, a long, a long and a short, or two longs.  You just had to wait and listen to see which one was which because the phone would ring every time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, you could pick it up and listen to someone else talk if you wanted to.
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, you could if you wanted to be ugly.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that something you did?

MRS. STOKES:  
I never did that, no.  My mother threatened me with my life if I did so I never did that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The same weekend that they open the gates to the city the American Museum of Atomic Energy opened as well in the old Jefferson cafeteria building.  Did you ever go down and visit the museum?

MRS. STOKES:  
I did not go down there, no.  I did not.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Never visited at all?
MRS. STOKES:  
No, I didn’t.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about -- did you have any special events or places when you were in high school that you enjoyed going to?

MRS. STOKES:  
Well, yes.  We used to put water, the city did or somebody did in the winter time on the tennis courts and we would go up there and ice skate. In the summer time they had dances up there at Jackson Square and we would do that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about the swimming pool?  Did you ever visit the swimming pool?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  We stayed at the swimming pool. On Saturdays we belonged to -- I used to go to the Jefferson movie and they had what they called the Little Atom's Club so we all couldn’t wait and they always had a serial going and it left you hanging so you had to be there the next Saturday to see what happened.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, what is a serial?

MRS. STOKES:  
It's a show that they give and they cut you off right before that punch line, I guess, of what's going to happen.  You don’t know what's going to happen.  It's like a continued TV show today.  They would replay, the next Saturday they would kind of get you started where they ended and then what went on after that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It sounds like where a soap opera got its start.
MRS. STOKES:  
Exactly.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what it cost to be there at the Little Atoms on Saturday?

MRS. STOKES:  
It started out as a dime.  I think it got up to a quarter.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they offer popcorn, cokes and things like that?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember how much those cost in those days?

MRS. STOKES:  
I don’t remember.  Well, I guess it was a lot for those days, but I don’t think it was.  I don’t remember.  It seemed like you got a little bag of popcorn for a nickel.  I don’t remember getting a coke.  I don’t remember buying a coke, but I did buy popcorn.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There was something unique about the swimming pool, the water, what do you remember back then?
MRS. STOKES:  
It was dang cold and we couldn’t figure out why until we found out there was a spring that flowed in to that pool and even my grandchildren today say that's the coldest water that has ever been here.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, when you entered the pool was there something different you had to do than today, for example, did you have walk through any kind of water that would sterilize your feet or do you remember something like that?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, if they had showers.  You had to go through the showers and I don’t know what it was before you can get into the pool, but once you changed your clothes in the change room or if you came in your bathing suit, you had to go through this before you could get in to the pool.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, if I remember right didn’t it have lockers in the change house and then had a key in it, then it have an elastic you could put it in the key and you put it on your arm or leg or something.

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember on the West side of the swimming pool do you ever remember seeing a little car of light rides and things of that nature?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  I never did go on them, but they were there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, where was the bath house?  Was it on the East end or the West end do you remember?

MRS. STOKES:  
It was more towards the East end that when I went to sort of like it is today.  I think it's changed a little bit today, but it was there and we had to go come through the gate, buy your ticket, get through the gate and then you had to go there first and they would direct you there.  They had life guards.  They would say, "You need to go through here before you can go to the pool" and that's what we were doing. They had these showers in there and you had to get into one of those showers, wash your feet, or something before you could get in the pool.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have to take your sister with you?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, I had to take her everywhere.  My mother worked so she had to go too.  So, I had to be careful.  I couldn’t always go with my friends out to the big water because she couldn’t swim then so I had to stay back sometimes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you take swimming lessons at the pool?

MRS. STOKES:  
 I did not, but my dad taught me to swim.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you were in high school did your parents let you date?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have restrictions on dating?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  My daddy put restrictions there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did he put on you?

MRS. STOKES:  
What time I had to be home.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And that was?

MRS. STOKES:  
Where was I going.  I had to be home by 10, no later.  Where was I going, who is I going with, I have ever met their parents, was he going to get to meet their parents and that sort of thing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, tell me about where you went for a typical date?
MRS. STOKES:  
We just went to the movie or we went to a dance.  We had proms when we got to high school we would go to proms and --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was there other functions in the high school other than the prom when you were going?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  We had sororities actually.  There was this Swankettes, the SubDebs and what was the other sorority that we had in high school.  I belonged to the Latin Club in the Swankettes and each had functions that we went to, but if you were -- other sororities at the school would invite other sororities to their dances and we always had those at the Midtown or at the Wildcat Den.  The Wildcat Den was a hangout for my group.  We stayed there.  Shep Lauder very strict.  He didn’t put up with any foolishness. They stamped your arm as you went in and in the big area of the Wildcat room that we called it, that's where we had our dances and the sororities from the high school met in the backrooms.  One of the far backrooms the boys would get together, do some things, but also in the big room there were pool tables set up that the boys could play pool and there was a piano.  If you want to play the piano you could or sometimes if they did more than play pool and they wanted to dance we'd had somebody there with music and they’d play a guitar or something and we just all dance.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they have a jukebox in the den area?

MRS. STOKES:  
They did, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall how much it cost to play the jukebox?
MRS. STOKES:  
No, I don’t remember because whoever I was with always played the music so I didn’t.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of music do you dance to?

MRS. STOKES:  
Well, it was the 50s.  It was Little Richard.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The rock and roll era?

MRS. STOKES:  
Rock and roll era, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have a favorite song or artist that you like more than others?

MRS. STOKES:  
Well, I guess Elvis was my very favorite because I knew Elvis.  When I was in nurse's training in Memphis and my roommate dated Elvis. So the first record that he ever made, he came to get Jenny for a date and they were going to see James Dean in Rebel Without a Cause. He gave her a copy of that first record he had made. Then he looked around and he said, "Why don’t you guys all come with us?" I thought if my mother knew I was getting in a car with this guy she would have a fit because he looked kind of rough around the edges.  He had a pack of cigarettes that he rolled up in his sleeve here, but anyway he took us all with him.  We did not sit with Jenny and Elvis, but we sat somewhere else.  That was about four of us girls that went.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, Elvis had the cigarettes in his shirt?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, rolled up in his shirt.  I have it.  They rolled them up in the, whole pack up in his sleeve somewhere or another. He had that and the sleeve was cut off and I thought if my mother knew I was get in a vehicle with some guy like this she would just slayed me.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall what type of car that he had?

MRS. STOKES:  
All I know it’s a big car.  It held all of us, six of us.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Probably a Cadillac or something.

MRS. STOKES:  
I assume.  I don’t know.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, was he living in Graceland at that time?

MRS. STOKES:  
No.  That was the very first record he ever made.  He wasn’t living in Graceland, he was not well known.  He is not well known at that time, but --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did your roommate meet him?

MRS. STOKES:  
She went to school with him.  Yes, she was in classes with him at school.  Anyway, he called her up one day for a date and she said, "Sure."  I said, "Who's Elvis?" and she said, "Oh, it's a guy I go to school with" and she just kind of did that.  It turns out he became a very famous person.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
To say the least.  Did she ever had any other contact with him after he got big time?

MRS. STOKES:  
She did.  Occasionally, he would come to the nurses’ dorm and ask for Jenny to see if she was there.  Sometimes she would come down to the lobby and just sit and talk or they would go out to dinner or somewhere when really -- it was more like they were friends then rather than boyfriend and girlfriend at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Looking back on that today that was kind of awesome situation wouldn’t it?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, it was.  And she said, "Did you bring any of the other girls a record?" and he said, "Well, no.  I just brought one."  And I thought, man, I wish now I had one of those.  It would be worth some.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes, absolutely.  You graduated from high school in what year?

MRS. STOKES:  
1955.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did you do after graduation?

MRS. STOKES:  
I went directly -- I had already been accepted as a nursing student at Baptist Memorial in Memphis and I went there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how long a school was that?

MRS. STOKES:  
It was a three-year program and I had to drop out after two years to have open-heart surgery.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And after you had your surgery what did you pursue then?
MRS. STOKES:  
Well, I came home to recuperate for one thing because it was -- heart surgery was just not heard of at that time and it took me awhile to -- well basically it took me a year to get over it and I went to work for the Bank of Oak Ridge to have something to do until I've got strong enough that I felt like I could go back to school.  I met Lloyd that I hadn’t seen since high school and I started dating him.  My parents at that time were living in Farragut and his parents lived in Farragut.  We started dating, decided to get married and we did so and I put my nursing on hold.  Immediately, I started having children and during my first pregnancy, they had to call in a cardiologist because I was going into heart failure. He told me not to have any more children until after I had my heart fixed permanently and I said, "I thought I already had that done." My parents failed to tell me that they were not successful in doing my surgery the first time and I did not know that.

So, nine months later I found myself pregnant again and I hadn’t had the heart surgery done.  So, I go to my obstetrician and she said, "Well, you have two choices.  We can abort you or you go see your cardiologist and see what we need to do."  So, I did and he said, "You have two choices.  We can abort and sterilized you or we go to surgery now" and I said, "But I'm pregnant" he said, "I know."  I said, "Well, I'll have to think about this.  I need to talk to my husband" He said, "Is he here?" And I said, "Yes, he's out in the waiting room."  I said, "How long do I have to think this over?" He said, "30 minutes."  So, I called Lloyd back and he said, "It's your decision.  I go along with whatever you want to do."  So, I had surgery and I was three months pregnant.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And everything successful?

MRS. STOKES:  
Everything was successful.  They fixed it that time.  The procedure was certainly different.  I wasn’t sick as long and even being pregnant.  The child I was pregnant with I delivered and she was perfect.  She will be 53 this year so it was successful, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And you mentioned Lloyd, what's his last name?

MRS. STOKES:  
Lloyd Stokes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And when you all were dating where did you go for dates in those days?

MRS. STOKES:  
We went to movies.  He was at UT at that time studying in school and had transferred from Tennessee Tech to UT. He was in military service so we went to a lot of those dances, we went to a lot of UT functions, we just went to the movies, we went to dances, we went out to dinner and just different things.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Name your children.  What are their names?
MRS. STOKES:  
The oldest one is Lisa.  Her last name is May now, Lisa Ann May.  The second child that I was pregnant with is Debbie Gay Hale and then I had Mark Stokes.  Lloyd, his first name is Lloyd, but we call him Mark Stokes and then the youngest is Gregory Tyler Stokes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do they live in the area?

MRS. STOKES:  
No.  Lisa and her family live in Charleston, South Carolina.  Debbie and her husband, they have no children, live in Collierville just outside of Memphis.  He is an attorney there.  Mark and his family live in Boca Raton, Florida.  He is a Pepsi-cola manager in the Southeast.  Greg and his wife, who have no children, live in Houston, Texas, and he is a marketing director for the Catholic University there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have grandchildren?
MRS. STOKES:  
We have six.  Lisa and her husband had two daughters and Mark had four.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you work any after you got married?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  Well, not for a long time.  I stayed at home.  I was a stay-at-home mom.  I thought it that was important to raise our children until our oldest one was getting ready to start college and then I went back and got my degree in nursing before she got ready to go to school and I went to work at what was then the Oak Ridge Healthcare Center which I don’t see now.  I worked there for about six months, I guess, and then the hospital asked me to come there and I got a job as a full duty nurse at Methodist Medical which was Oak Ridge Hospital at that time.  I worked there for almost eight years and met Dr. Dew as one of the physicians who was coming to see his patients.  He said, "Betty, I have an opening at the clinic.  Would you be willing to come over there?" and I said, "Sure" because full duty nursing is really difficult to give full patient care and this is what we were doing.  I said, "Sure."  So, I went to the Family Clinic and worked there for 10 years and then Dr. Dew left right after his son died.  When he left I left a month later and went to home health which I truly loved.  I worked in home health for another 10 years, I guess.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that where the nurse goes from the home to a ministry.

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes and I love that.  I really enjoyed that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were some of the duties that you did there?
MRS. STOKES:  
Well, we had to do -- make sure that we did wound care, we did blood sugar checks, we did -- if they had any kind of illness like cancer or anything like that, we care for them in the home and make sure they were taking their medications on a regular basis and provided them with home health aides if they needed them to come in and do their baths and things like that.  Later on, I was promoted to positions, what did they call that, where I was a PR person and I went around to physician's offices and promoted what things we had in home health that would help their patients and I was kind of a marketing director for that. Then they gave me 22 counties and I had 22 people under me in those 22 counties, so I traveled a lot and going to each of those counties.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let me mention a particular place in early days Oak Ridge and tell me what you remember about it, the Oak Terrace Ballroom.

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, I've been up there to dance.  My parents used to go there and dance too.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was it located?

MRS. STOKES:  
In Grove Center.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about the Snow White Drive-In?
MRS. STOKES:  
That was our big hangout.  After a football game that's what you did.  You got your car and you drove around the Snow White to see who was there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was that located?
MRS. STOKES:  
It's located just about where -- let's see there was a restaurant.  What was the name of that restaurant, I can't remember.  It was off the Turnpike close to Jackson Square.  I can't remember exactly.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It's about where the parking lot entrances to the hospital now.

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Across the street from the old Blue Circle east to be Christ of Leadership today.

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
[inaudible].  Did you ever go bowling?  Did you do any bowling?

MRS. STOKES:  
I bowled.  Well, I didn’t do a lot of bowling.  Lloyd belonged to a bowling team after we got married, at work, and I used to go and watch him bowl because I didn’t bowl much.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you think the Oak Ridge school system helps you prepare you for your nursing career?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  I think it was better years ago in preparing students than I think it is today.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, did all your children go to the Oak Ridge School System?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes, they did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you see a difference when they went than when you went?
MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  It started changing especially when our youngest started going through.  You could see a big change.  Back when I went to school, the parents were always involved with their children in school.  Lloyd and I always tried to be with our kids and we did a lot of activities with our children from music to scouts to whatever they were involved in we tried to be a part of that and I don’t see a lot of that going on today. I began to see it changing back in early ‘70s or late ‘70s that the parents weren’t as involved as we were.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
If I would interview each one of your children would they say the same thing about the school system happening do you think?

MRS. STOKES:  
Yes.  I totally agree.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You've been here for a long time, Betty what do you like or dislike about the city?

MRS. STOKES:  
It’s home.  I liked it better -- I wished it was like it was sort of in the ‘50s.  There's more crime and drugs today that we didn’t see back then.  The biggest issue back, when I guess I was in high school, was alcohol, but that wasn’t like it is today either.  It's bad as the drugs and things that are going on today. But it is home and it's beautiful.  It has so much history here.  There's so much to tell of the history here that's not being told.  The one thing I'm really disappointed in is that I lived through the Manhattan Project and that's not taught today in our school systems so I think that's kind of sad.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you think about how the city as progressing?  Do you think we're progressing or just stumbling around?

MRS. STOKES:  
It's a loaded question.  To be honest, I think our city officials again do not appreciate the history that's here and I think they want to see a more teardown, redo, build up that isn’t Oak Ridge, make it more new and modern.  I think some of these old structures can be used for other things rather than being torn down.  I just don’t think they appreciate the history that we have lived through.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you think one of the most amazing things you've ever seen in your lifetime?  I know there's a lot, but what do you recall maybe one?

MRS. STOKES:  
Most amazing thing?  I don’t know.  I like to think on that one.  You stumped me there.  There's been a lot of amazing things.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, Oak Ridge is one amazing town.
MRS. STOKES:  
Oak Ridge is very amazing, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is there anything you can think about that we hadn’t talk about you'd like to speak now or forever hold your peace?

MRS. STOKES:  
Forever hold my peace.  No, I feel like I've rambled on for a long, long time.  I think you covered it about all.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And never be another place like Oak Ridge right?

MRS. STOKES:  
Never, ever.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And this is the short time of this interview it's hard to describe what it really was like.

MRS. STOKES:  
I wish I had made that point with my classmates because it has truly come along.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It has been my pleasure to interview you and I thank you very much for spending time to come and take this interview.  Your information is a valuable asset for the Center for Oak Ridge Oral History and I thank you again.

MRS. STOKES:  
Thank you.

[End of Interview]
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