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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel, and today is December 14th, 2012, and I am at the home of Victor Stephens. Actually, I'm at his father's home in Oak Ridge. Mr. Stephens, thank you for taking time to talk with us.
MR. STEPHENS: You're quite welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: This is a little different interview. Normally, we talk to the person about themselves. And I want to ask you a little bit about yourself and your life, but we're going to talk a lot about - more about your parents and their history here in Oak Ridge. So you had said a while ago that people in Oak Ridge might know you as Randy Stephens, so how did that come about?
MR. STEPHENS: Well, I was named after my father's brother and my mother's brother. My aunt, my father's sister, they couldn't decide to call me Victor after my uncle or Randolph after my uncle, so my Aunt Margaret decided for everybody that they would call me Randy. And I was eight; seven, eight, or nine before I knew my name was actually Victor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: So beyond high school and after that, well you know, everything is Victor: Social Security, birth certificate. It's been a little different, but people know.

MR. MCDANIEL: People know you.
MR. STEPHENS: Yeah, they know me.

MR. MCDANIEL: So were you born in Oak Ridge?
MR. STEPHENS: I was born in Charleston, South Carolina. Shortly after that - 

MR. MCDANIEL: What year?
MR. STEPHENS: '55.

MR. MCDANIEL: '55, okay.
MR. STEPHENS: And then shortly after that we moved to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you grew up in Oak Ridge.

MR. STEPHENS: I grew up in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was it like? Where did you live, first of all?
MR. STEPHENS: Scarboro Community. 126 Bethune Circle up until I was 14 years old. We went to Scarboro Elementary School, which was the segregated community, segregated city. Our class, the sixth grade class, was the last sixth grade class at Scarboro Elementary School. So after our sixth grade graduation, then the city integrated, and we all went to different elementary schools throughout Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now you graduated sixth grade. Then I imagine you went to middle school, didn't you?
MR. STEPHENS: Well, it was seventh, eighth, and ninth was junior high in Oak Ridge at the time. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. STEPHENS: So I went to Jefferson Junior High School. My oldest brother actually went to Robertsville in the seventh grade, and then he went to the old Jefferson [Note: on Kentucky Avenue] in the eighth grade, and then went to the new Jefferson [ Note: on Fairbanks Road] in the ninth grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: Yeah. So he had the experience of every junior high school in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: In the city.

MR. STEPHENS: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you both ended up in Oak Ridge High School. Correct?
MR. STEPHENS: Yes, yeah. Oak Ridge High School, the only high school here.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you graduated Oak Ridge High School?
MR. STEPHENS: Graduated Oak Ridge High School in 1973. 

MR. MCDANIEL: And what was that like? You know, you were - and I can ask you about this because you were right in the middle of the segregation, I mean the integration of Oak Ridge. What was that like for you as a young person?
MR. STEPHENS: You know, the difficult part of it was at some point we really understood what segregation actually meant. It didn't seem to be an everyday thing because we were living in the community, and all our friends, we were all there. Black kids, we went to the swimming pool at times. You know, we didn't know that we couldn't go certain places because at that age, we didn't really probably want to go certain places, so many places.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. You hung out with your friends.

MR. STEPHENS: I can remember probably that one of the things during the segregation part was there was a movie theater, a drive-in movie theater, and I know there was a big commotion, but I didn't realize it because we couldn't go there. I think something happened, and we were all lined up or something. The guy wouldn't let somebody enter, but we could not go in.

MR. MCDANIEL: You couldn't go to a drive-in.
MR. STEPHENS: We could not go to the drive-in, but something happened going to the drive-in. We were in the car. Either my mother knew somebody, my father knew somebody, somebody knew one of the owners or somebody that worked there. So we were in a car behind a family that was allowed to go in. They talked to the person. We were allowed to go in that day, and I think the owner, instead of integrating, closed the whole thing down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: You know, I mean there is a story, and somebody knows the whole thing. I'm not quite sure 100 percent.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that the Skyway here? [Note: on South Illinois Avenue, K-Mart area]
MR. STEPHENS: The Skyway.

MR. MCDANIEL: Skyway here in Oak Ridge.
MR. STEPHENS: We did go - I can remember once or twice or a few times going, but eventually it was closed down, and I think that was the reason. There was another laundromat around Willow Brook, I think, and there was sit-ins going on at the time, and there were - like in McCrory's, which was the lunch counter. So I can remember hearing those kind of things, you know, not quite sure what was going on, but I know my dad - Mom and Dad were involved with the civil rights organization, CORE (Congress of Racial Equality). 

MR. MCDANIEL: And we'll talk about that in a minute.

MR. STEPHENS: We had people coming around, and I could kind of pick up on that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you personally ever feel affected? Like at school, did you have trouble?
MR. STEPHENS: Not at school so much. Affected because I think the largest thing was at the swimming pool probably.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, you couldn't go to the swimming pool.
MR. STEPHENS: Well, no, we could go to the pool.

MR. MCDANIEL: You could?
MR. STEPHENS: We could go to the pool. But going to certain areas in the pool seemed like was really - one of the lifeguards really called me a real bad name. It was - I could swim, and I was out in the deep water or whatever, and he made it seem like I couldn't go out there. And he called me the “N” word, like, "You can't be out here." Or something, and that was a real big - I don't know, it affected me really - I couldn't understand that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that the first time you had ever been called that?
MR. STEPHENS: It was, and I was - 

MR. MCDANIEL: How old were you?
MR. STEPHENS: Twelve, maybe.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you remember that today like it was yesterday.
MR. STEPHENS: Oh, yeah. I mean that is something that you don't forget, and if I saw the guy - I could probably remember who he was to this day. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Now generally speaking, though, I mean it wasn't - 

MR. STEPHENS: Now Oak Ridge, I think, was a pretty - 

MR. MCDANIEL: It wasn't hard.

MR. STEPHENS: No, Oak Ridge, I really believe, was a pretty - I don't know, the city was progressive, I think, at the time, and, you know, it seemed more about education. And the people that were here seemed to have more things on their mind than just, I don't know, bigotry, racism, that kind of thing. It was more the importance of contributing to real good society, I think. And even growing up for every - and everybody went to the Oak Ridge High School, blacks and whites, a long time ago because Scarboro did have a high school at one time. I don't know when the last high school graduated, but I know everything stopped at the sixth grade, which was the time I finished.

MR. MCDANIEL: I know Oak Ridge High School, I believe, integrated in '55. At least that's when the whole Oak Ridge school system started being integrated, and it ended around '63 or so.
MR. STEPHENS: So 12 years from '55 is when I got out of high school, or out of elementary school, so - so for that period of time then we were going to the high school, and we were going to, I guess, Jefferson and Robertsville also. So there had been a slow integration kind of progress, I think, in Oak Ridge. It wasn't - 


MR. MCDANIEL: Were there any businesses that you couldn't go to or any restaurants?
MR. STEPHENS: No, because I think, like I said, at that time the Civil Rights Movement had probably already integrated all of the facilities in Oak Ridge, and I don't think I went any place that they said I couldn't go in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: I can even remember the movie theaters, we could go to - I mean, really, I think when - 

MR. MCDANIEL: By the time you were old enough to do those things - 

MR. STEPHENS: To go places, we could go. 

MR. MCDANIEL: It was fairly integrated.

MR. STEPHENS: And I can't really recall too much, you know, animosity or what are you doing in here kind of thing. People just treated you kind of like, "What do you want," kind of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. Treated you like a teenager. 

MR. STEPHENS: I don't think it was a totally bad experience growing up in Oak Ridge during up until my high school years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now when you graduated high school, what did you do?
MR. STEPHENS: I went to Tennessee State in Nashville. I started off in engineering, and I ended up meeting my wife, had a child, and, you know, progressed through over a period of years to finally complete Tennessee State, join the Air Force some period down a little bit later on, and I ended up making the Air Force my career, and I pursued education more while I was in the Air Force, got another degree, got a masters, and stayed overseas for the most part. In the interim, I ended up meeting my second wife in Germany, and I retired like four years ago, almost about four years ago.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: And - 

MR. MCDANIEL: And now you live in Illinois.

MR. STEPHENS: Live in Illinois. I retired from Scott Air Force Base, and since I retired I've been - I do mostly sports officiating now. That's my thing. My wife was sick for a pretty good period of time right before I retired, so I haven't kind of maneuvered from that point to taking care of my granddaughter to exactly what my second and third phase.

MR. MCDANIEL: What are you going to do next? You're kind of still figuring that out. Right?
MR. STEPHENS: There we go.

MR. MCDANIEL: I understand. You're still a young man. You've got a lot of life left.

MR. STEPHENS: Yeah, you know, and my granddaughter keeps me kind of engaged now.

MR. MCDANIEL: I can say you're a young man because you're only two years older than me.
MR. STEPHENS: Great. I like to hear that. I love hearing that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let's go back and talk a little bit about your parents. You said your mom and dad, your family moved here in - moved from Charleston to Oak Ridge in '56. 

MR. STEPHENS: Right. I was born in August, so - 

MR. MCDANIEL: '56 to '57.
MR. STEPHENS: Yeah, '55 to '56.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now what did your dad do?
MR. STEPHENS: He was a biochemist.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: He started ORINS - Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies, which became ORAU.

MR. MCDANIEL: ORAU, exactly.
MR. STEPHENS: He was working out - going towards Carbide Park, they had their little - what they called the farm. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. STEPHENS: So that's where he was doing his initial research, you know - that's - 

MR. MCDANIEL: Who knows what they did out there?
MR. STEPHENS: I know he would try to explain to us, but it was more with lipids and fats and they had their little experimental rats and mice, animals and stuff like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly. They did a lot of research on the effects of radiation on tissue. Absolutely.
MR. STEPHENS: Right, so I mean he was really I would say probably more a research scientist the whole time with - 

MR. MCDANIEL: Did he enjoy that?
MR. STEPHENS: Oh, he had a wonderful time. I mean they had a really nice conglomerate, I guess, of associates is what they called him. And I know Dr. Snyder was probably the one I remember who was probably the head of their division, but Dr. Pollard was the initial one, I think, that - he put that together some kind of way, and he was the one, I think, that hired my father.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: And I met some of the other guys that were on the team. Probably somebody who had to say the names for me to really remember. I know a guy named Nephew and Fishback. They were always having nice company picnics and stuff like that. 

MR. MCDANIEL: So he enjoyed his work in Oak Ridge.
MR. STEPHENS: Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And did he stay there until he retired?
MR. STEPHENS: Yes. Well, retirement came a little earlier. He had some health issues. He had a stroke in '84 or '85, somewhere around there. I know I was stationed in Spain at the time, and so somewhere in the '80s. I'm not quite sure the dates, but he had a stroke, and I think he retired at that point, or maybe he tried to work a little while longer. I'm not quite sure. 

MR. MCDANIEL: It kind of forced him to retire at a certain point.
MR. STEPHENS: He did have his disability around that time. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Now what did your mother do? Did she work when she came to Oak Ridge?
MR. STEPHENS: Well see, and they both - they met at Allen University in Columbia, South Carolina. She got an English degree or degree in English. She taught school. Taught school in South Carolina. When we moved here, she taught school for a little while in the Oak Ridge school system. As a matter of fact, she was a substitute teacher for me when I was in the first grade, I think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: Kind of strange to have to ask her and say, "Well, what should I call you?" I asked, "Should I call you Mama or Ms. Stephens?" And she was like, "Just call me Mama." I mean I don't know how many times she did that, but I do remember that one instance. Then she worked for AEC, Atomic Energy Commission. She was an administrative assistant, TIC. Then she got involved with Avon, and she became like a district manager for Avon for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: So she was a go-getter.

MR. STEPHENS: Strictly. I mean a lot of stuff she did, a lot of things in the community, activist. You know, she had a housing unit/apartment complex dedicated to her located on LaSalle Avenue because of her work with the Oak Ridge Housing Authority. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let's talk a little bit about the civil rights. You said that both of your parents were involved in the Civil Rights Movement when they came to Oak Ridge.
MR. STEPHENS: They were.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about that. 

MR. STEPHENS: NAACP, I know they were active. I think Dad was probably - I don't know if he's president, vice president, or in CORE. They were involved with that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now what's CORE?
MR. STEPHENS: I'd have to really do the research again, but it was a -

MR. MCDANIEL: It was a Civil Rights organization.
MR. STEPHENS: Right. And we had - they had meetings at our house in Scarboro, and there were - so there was community involvements, and they had planning sessions, I know. As a matter of fact, I think I had a - well, I don't know. It was some place, and so they would have planning strategies, and I know there was a couple guys who were traveling through because during that time, it was a pretty big movement of civil rights activism.

MR. MCDANIEL: And this was when, the '60s?
MR. STEPHENS: We moved to this community, Emory Valley, like I said, when I was 14, but there were guys coming from all through the south, and they would help to organize certain cities with strategies and things. I can remember a guy named Winston from some place, Mississippi. But he would come in, and he'd stay for, I don't know, a month, two months, or whatever it was. But he would come in, and they would have their little strategies. The next thing, they would go to their laundry mat maybe to do a sit-in, and they would go to a sit-in. And so, you know, during that period of time I could just - I could see it evolving. You know, we would kind of stay up in the house and just kind of listen in maybe, kind of see what's going on. But it was a pretty active time, and I know my aunt and her husband, some of the people in the community would all come in, and they would really put their things together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now was this just the black community, or were - 

MR. STEPHENS: There were some white people coming there, too. I know the Myers for sure, Sil Myers. Like I said, there's some Nephews. Fran Silver.

MR. MCDANIEL: The Peeles? Did Elizabeth and Bob Peele?
MR. STEPHENS: Well, the name sounds familiar, but you know, my dad had a great memory, and I can't believe some of the stuff that he has told me about. So I'm thinking, "Wow, I can't remember some of the things that he would remember when he was my age and younger." I mean in precise detail.

MR. MCDANIEL: But there were some white folks there that worked with you as well.
MR. STEPHENS: Yeah, and that's what I said, growing up in Oak Ridge was not one of those - and I know how it's bad in some places because I've traveled around, I've been in other places. But Oak Ridge didn't present that kind of a real harsh kind of a racially intolerant environment. 

MR. MCDANIEL: It was there, but it wasn't as bad as like some other places.
MR. STEPHENS: Yeah, and I think it's to some degree worse now than it was when I was growing up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Why do you think that is? Do you think it was because - I mean back then, Oak Ridge was a government city, basically.
MR. STEPHENS: And it still is. Basically, it still is. People still come to work in Oak Ridge, and then a lot of people go back to wherever they live. The Oak Ridge nucleus has stayed pretty much the same of people that were born and raised here. You know, some people come, and then they stay or leave, but I think most of the people in Oak Ridge, you would probably know them from 20, 30 years ago. And I don't think that's - I think it's more of an outside people coming in that have now resided as opposed to the initial people in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: The original folks.
MR. STEPHENS: Yeah. Because it's really been I think a pretty tolerant kind of city all the way growing up pretty much. You know?

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, but there was some work to do back then.

MR. STEPHENS: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And I remember one story about Ken's Barbershop, about how they brought in a fellow to start an integrated barbershop from Kentucky. Somebody's cousin or something, and they sold coupons to guarantee him enough work for like a year. So he would come in - because there weren't any integrated barbershops at that point. But your parents - 

MR. STEPHENS: That's where my dad got his haircut up until he passed away. Ken's.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's why. I'm certain that's why. So they were real involved in - did they ever get arrested, or do you know?
MR. STEPHENS: I can't quite remember that. Probably so. I mean I'm sure maybe once or twice here in Oak Ridge. Because I think I know I saw a picture of my dad with the mug shots.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness. That was probably a badge of honor, though.
MR. STEPHENS: Well, at that time I'm sure it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: At that time. 

MR. STEPHENS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: How did they feel about their work once integration took place and things progressed?
MR. STEPHENS: That there was always more work to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. STEPHENS: You get to a certain point or you achieve a certain degree of things that you want, but then there's always more. There's always more, and it was never a chance to stop. You know? You could never stop because there's always work to do. I think, you know, I know my mom was real proud of some of the things that she did, of course, and then my dad, too, for the mentorships that they did around here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, tell me a little bit about that.
MR. STEPHENS: Well, he was involved in sports also. He coached. He was official, also. I got that from him. He did, and my mom played sports also, and she coached.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did they coach?
MR. STEPHENS: You know, at the time, I think you all had the Boy’s Club possibly, and then you had the high school and the school team, secondary school team, but blacks really weren't allowed to participate that much. You know, you would have one or two on the team, but there were a lot more who were capable of playing. And for whatever reason during that time, of course, you know, this is how things were a lot of times. You couldn't get everybody on the team, or you get some, one or two, but so my mom and her group at her church started a basketball league, or we had a church league.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: Right, so and they sponsored a church league, Spurgeon Chapel, became well known - well, Spurgeon Chapel was the name of my church. We had teams in every division.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: So everybody could play then. Me, my brothers, my sister, and so we had the community involved with basketball. So my dad coached guys, and he won, and he won, and he just won. Everything he did, he won. So some of the guys who played for him, you know, he was able to give them directions, a little bit of example setting kind of things, and positive role model for a lot of those guys, and to this day, some of them come and talk to him and tell him, "Hey, Mr. Nelson, Mr. Stephens," and they have made some really nice people in their life, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: So they had a real impact on their community, didn't they?
MR. STEPHENS: Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Outside of their professional life, their personal life, they made an effort to have an impact.
MR. STEPHENS: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where do you think that came from? Were their parents that way?
MR. STEPHENS: Well, my dad's father died when he was young. So he really didn't even know him, but he was raised by his grandparents. His grandfather, he was born in Sweetwater and grew up in Vonore, or vice versa, but his grandfather and his grandmother, he was raised with them. He had four brothers and two sisters, so he had that kind of work ethic or from his grandfather because his grandfather was a well-respected man in that part of Tennessee. He had some uncles that were pretty, I guess, well off, or they were educated, and his mom made sure that they all got educated. My mother, her father had two brothers and three sisters. My father had a twin brother that died in childbirth, so our family was the same size as theirs, sibling wise, but education was always important to them, and their parents instilled into them growing up the things that you had to do as black people or black person growing up in America the things that you had to face and the things you had to overcome. So they had a responsibility that they believed that they had to always give or provide, or there were things that their generation kind of grew up saying that we have to do these things because -  

MR. MCDANIEL: If they're going to get done, we have to do them.
MR. STEPHENS: We have to do it because - 

MR. MCDANIEL: You don't wait on somebody else to do it for you.
MR. STEPHENS: Because he has - you talk about some people - some of his relatives, he remembered who were slaves in his family.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? My goodness. Well, talk a little more about their life in Oak Ridge.

MR. STEPHENS: Well, once they moved here, and they really got involved, like I say, with the community and with activism, and you know, my mom, she was really involved with her church. So she did a lot of things with the church as far as they started like some of the councils or Stovall Circle. So it was always service - kind of organizational service things that she was involved with. She was also a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, and then they eventually created a chapter here in Oak Ridge. And one of the biggest things they did, I believe, was they had a debutant ball, and I think that still goes on to this day, which is the introduction of young ladies to society.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. STEPHENS: So the kind of things that they - the vision that they had for life and for what we can do as human beings, as citizens, I think that was one of the main focus that Daddy always would say. You know, that we had to contribute to society. You have to make a contribution.

MR. MCDANIEL: You can't just take. You have to contribute. And I would imagine that he, especially in the early days, was one of probably just a limited number of science - black scientists here.

MR. STEPHENS: True, that is true.

MR. MCDANIEL: And I would imagine that that kind of for members of the community, they kind of held him at a level of respect for that.
MR. STEPHENS: Yes. I mean they really had high esteem, I think, and they were well respected for not only their professional accomplishments and achievements based on their educational achievements, but also, what they were actually doing in the community and the level of engagement that they really were involved with. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. Now sometimes children whose parents are very active, especially leading in the community, feel slighted. Did you ever feel that?
MR. STEPHENS: Well, my brothers and I have talked about this at some point.

MR. MCDANIEL: You might have felt it, but was it real?
MR. STEPHENS: Well, we were younger so at the time when they were really kind of getting involved with the sports and the basketball teams, so we were too young for him to actually coach us. But, my dad later coached my younger brothers. There's like a seven-year gap between my oldest brother and my youngest sister, but you know, for a period of, I don't know, four or five years, if I was eight to 12 or 13, he was coaching guys who were maybe 14 to 15, and so we could see the involvement that he was having with them. And we was like, "Yeah, that's our daddy, but he's spending all the time with these guys." So we talk about it now, even with the guys now. They come around, and we'll talk, "Yeah, Daddy - so he gave you all our time." Or something like that. Now good naturedly, we see what he was doing.

MR. MCDANIEL: He was changing lives, wasn't he?
MR. STEPHENS: He was. And he eventually - he coached my sister because she told him at one point - 

MR. MCDANIEL: "You're going to coach my team."
MR. STEPHENS: Yeah, if you coached all the boys, we want to play, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. 

MR. STEPHENS: But he and another guy, Frank Lamuno, and he was - Frank is a Cuban - his parents were Cuban exiles, or either Frank came here first, and maybe brought his parents over later. But he and Frank used to coach together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: They had some of the best football teams that you ever hear about in the Boy’s Club. Actually, Daddy, you know he got elected to the Oak Ridge Hall of Fame, I don't know, a few years back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. STEPHENS: So you know, in the -

MR. MCDANIEL: The Sports Hall of Fame there. Old Wildcat Den. It used to be there. 

MR. STEPHENS: The old Wildcat Den. Now, if you go in the bowling alley, where Big Lots is, has the Oak Ridge Hall of Fame entrants’ bios. My mom helped write the nomination package and helped put the whole thing together.
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, let me ask you about your mother. You had mentioned earlier something about a street or a community that was named in her honor.
MR. STEPHENS: There is the housing complex. It's off the Turnpike, I think, on the south. It's the Kathleen A. Stephens Housing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that on - is that down the West End? Is that where the Housing Authority is?
MR. STEPHENS: The Housing Complex is in the Willow Brook Elementary School neighborhood community. I don’t know where the housing authority is.
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how did that come to be?
MR. STEPHENS: Well, you know, still during the, I guess - well, the Civil Rights Movement moved into a more - got progressive thing, so now you're looking for equal opportunity, housing opportunity, that kind of stuff. So even low income housing kind of things people have access to - and she - I don't know, elected or volunteered, whatever it is. She became a member of the Housing Authority. And so she did this work to, you know, get with the Housing Authority, and she eventually - they named the one for her. I think this was the first one that was built in Oak Ridge, too. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, could have been.
MR. STEPHENS: So her name is on there.

MR. MCDANIEL: So your parents had a pretty significant impact on their community and the community of Oak Ridge, didn't they?
MR. STEPHENS: Yeah, community at large. Yeah. I mean - well, I mean people know Mr. and Ms. Stephens, I would say, in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now when did they move to the house that we're sitting in here?
MR. STEPHENS: We moved here in - I was I think 14.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. STEPHENS: 1968, I think. Yeah. I think '68. Yeah. Because I was going into the eighth grade, I believe.

MR. MCDANIEL: And both of your parents are passed away now. Is that correct?
MR. STEPHENS: Yeah, my dad just passed a little over a month ago. Well, on October 24th.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? I'm so sorry. I didn't know it was that recent.
MR. STEPHENS: And my mom passed about four years ago in 2008. So she was right about almost - I don't think she quite made it to her 80th birthday. She was 79. And then my dad would have been 84 on his birthday.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, anything else you want to tell me about your folks or your life in Oak Ridge? 
MR. STEPHENS: Well, you know, it's just pretty amazing what they did. We're proud of them for sure.

MR. MCDANIEL: I guess they set a good example.

MR. STEPHENS: Yeah, education was their main focus, and so, you know, it's been important to us. Me, my brothers, my son, my niece all have degrees, advanced degrees. Education is important, so we all have degrees, advanced degrees, but it's been throughout their family, too. His sisters, brothers, Mom’s sisters, and my cousins. So education has been something throughout this family on both sides of the family. It's been really important.

MR. MCDANIEL: I have a friend who is a professor, college professor, and he told me, I was talking to him not too long ago, and thinking of your father kind of reminds me of this story. He says, you know, "I have a doctorate. My wife has a doctorate. My mother has a doctorate, but my father is the only one that they called Dr. Borchert. He's the only one. They call the rest of us by our names." But he has that level of respect.
MR. STEPHENS: That's right, and that was Daddy all the way around. It really was. You know? And I mean it's just the knowledge that he had, and he really was able to pass it along real well. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. All right, Mr. Stephens, I appreciate you taking the time to talk to us.
MR. STEPHENS: I appreciate it very much. Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to express some of the things I have and the things I have about my parents.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely.
[End of Interview]

[Editor’s Note: Portions of this transcript have been edited at Mr. Stephens’s request. The corresponding audio and video have not been changed.]
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