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MR. HUNNICUTT: This interview is for the Center for Oak Ridge Oral History. The date is November 18, 2015. I am Don Hunnicutt in the home of Peggy Silver, 104 Pleasant Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take her oral history about living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Peggy, please state your full name, place of birth and date.

MRS. SILVER: My full name is Peggy King Silver. My date of birth is 10-10-'22.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And where's the place of birth?
MRS. SILVER: Boonford, North Carolina. It's one word, B-double-O-N-F-O-R-D. Yancy County, North Carolina.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What town is that close to that ... ?
MRS. SILVER: Burnsville.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And that would be close, what big town would that ... ?
MRS. SILVER: Asheville.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Asheville. 'Bout how far from Asheville?
MRS. SILVER: About 52 miles northeast.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What was your father's name and ... ?
MRS. SILVER: My father's name was Jeff King. J-E-F-F King.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And do you recall his place of birth and date?

MRS. SILVER: Johnson City, Tennessee, and I really don't recall his date of birth.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Your mother's name, maiden name.
MRS. SILVER: My mother's name Minnie Grindstaff. She was born in Bakersfield, Bakersfield, Mitchell County, North Carolina.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the date?

MRS. SILVER: It was late in the 1800s but I'm not positive.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about your grandparents' name on your father's side?
MRS. SILVER: I never knew my grandparents on the father's side. They had passed away. But I think that his name was, I know his last name was King, and I'm named after my grandmother, Peggy, but I don't know what her maiden name was.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about your grandfather? You don't recall him.
MRS. SILVER: I don't recall him.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, what about on your mother's side of the family.

MRS. SILVER: On my mother's side... My mother's father was Grindstaff and my grandmother’s name was Alice, but I don't know what her maiden name was. Because they both were passed away. I never knew them.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about your father's school history. What grades did he attend?

MRS. SILVER: I have no idea because back then he probably was in a one-grade school and I doubt, seriously, if he went through high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about your mother?
MRS. SILVER: My mother graduated, she went to school in a one-room school but I don't remember the grades, probably seven, eight or nine. Whatever they taught back in those days, in the early, early 1900s.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you have brothers and sisters?
MRS. SILVER: Yes, I have three ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: What are their names?

MRS. SILVER: My oldest sister's name was Estella, my second sister's name was Ruby, my third sister's name was Amy, and they're all deceased. My brother's name was Frank, my other brother was Fred, my other brother was Lee. They're all deceased.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where do you fall in the line of brothers and sisters?
MRS. SILVER: The sixth.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And that's a total of how many?

MRS. SILVER: Seven.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about your father's work?

MRS. SILVER: He was a farmer. He farmed all his life. He owned a plot of ground he farmed.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did he, did the family own the farm, the land the farm was on.
MRS. SILVER: Yes. Yes, yes. Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And how big a farm was that?
MRS. SILVER: Oh, I would say maybe eight or 10 acres. It was small.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, what were your chores on the farm?

MRS. SILVER: (laughs) My chores on the farm was, in the canning season, was to wash the canning jars because I was the smallest, had the smallest hands that could go down into the can to wash the jars. I always knew if I lived and I ever had a home of my own, I would never put my hand down in another jar to wash it. (laughs) But that was my chore.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about canning back in those days. How did you go through that?

MRS. SILVER: My mother had a huge garden and she canned enough to get us through the winter with tomatoes, made homemade kraut, beans, corn. They would kill their hogs, do the sausage. You know, the whole bit. So, we had good eating in the wintertime.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did your mother make clothes for the kids?
MRS. SILVER: Yes, she did. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what was the typical wear for you growing up?
MRS. SILVER: Dresses with little pinafores ... dresses.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about shoes?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah, we had shoes. (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Describe them for me.

MRS. SILVER: I don't recall. I do recall that one Easter, my sister hand-crocheted me that dress that's on the wall, to be in the Easter parade. And she bought me a little pair of black patent leather sandal shoes with little white, anklet socks so I could march in the parade. But the other shoes I had, was probably just whatever was, they could find to fit me.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Mostly hand-me-downs throughout, you know ...
MRS. SILVER: Mostly hand-me-downs.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, tell me about going to school when you were growing up. How did you get to school?

MRS. SILVER: I walked. We did not live very far from where our school building was and it was a one room and they had grades one through seven. In the center of the room, was a big ol' pot-bellied stove, coal stove and some of the residents in the community would go in early in the morning, build the fire in the stove so when we came to school, it was nice and warm. And we had one teacher that taught all seven grades. My favorite teacher's name was Mrs. Phillips.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, how did she do that? Was everybody in the same classroom at the same time? Different grades, but in the same room. How'd she do that?

MRS. SILVER: She would teach English to the whole group, she would teach math to the whole group, history to the whole group at the same time. There wasn't all that many of us. There was probably 25 to 30 of us in that one room.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have homework to do?

MRS. SILVER: Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they ever call school off for snow or anything like that?

MRS. SILVER: (laughs) They never heard of a snow day.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's not like today.

MRS. SILVER: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Snow's 30 miles away, they call it off, huh?

MRS. SILVER: Never heard of a snow day.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, did, tell me about going to high school.

MRS. SILVER: When I finished the seventh grade in this little one-room school, I went to, the name of the high school was Harris High, and I had to ride a bus. I graduated from Harris High in 1940. Everybody in that room was in the same, eighth grade. But we did change rooms to go to the various sessions for our schools. Math and science was in another room and English. We had a study period where we all come together.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have trouble adjusting to that type of setting versus being in the same room?

MRS. SILVER: No. I've never had problems adjusting. That's not one of my hang-ups. (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, what did you see that was different as far as their teaching? Did they teach any differently than they did in that one-room school?

MRS. SILVER: We had better instruction because we were concentrating on one subject with the same, (everybody) in that same one group. Yes, it was a little different.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, how many grade levels did you stay in that school?
MRS. SILVER: To the twelfth.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then you graduated, did you say 1940? 

MRS. SILVER: Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is that when you graduated?
MRS. SILVER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What did you do after you graduated?
MRS. SILVER: Came to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, did your family come to Oak Ridge as well?

MRS. SILVER: No. No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, why did you come to Oak Ridge?
MRS. SILVER: Because my husband came to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you were married right out of high school? And what was that date and where were you married?

MRS. SILVER: We were married in the church June the 20th, 1943.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And how did you get to Oak Ridge?

MRS. SILVER: My neighbor, I had a '35 Chevrolet coupe that belonged to my brother. And so, he said if I wanted that car, he would sell me that car for $50. Well, I didn't have $50. I didn't even have 50 cents. So, he said if I wanted to come to Oak Ridge, if I would pay him, I could take that car. I could have the title. I didn't even have a driver’s license. But I could have the car. So, I came to Oak Ridge. I was hired in when I came through the gate. I think it took me, I don't know how many years (laughs) to pay the $50, but I finally paid the $50, and got the car.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Let's back up just a little bit. You and your husband got married and then, did he get a job in Oak Ridge at that ... ?

MRS. SILVER: No, he got a job in Baltimore, Maryland. And, from Baltimore, Maryland, to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what is his name, by the way?

MRS. SILVER: Virgil John Silver.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what type of work did he do in Baltimore, Maryland?
MRS. SILVER: He was in the shipyard. I have no idea.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you live in Maryland?
MRS. SILVER: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You were still back on the home front?

MRS. SILVER: Right, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, when he got transferred, that's the time that you both came to Oak Ridge?

MRS. SILVER: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: In the '35 Chevrolet.

MRS. SILVER: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That you owed $50 for.

MRS. SILVER: That I owed $50 for. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Backing up: Did your mother ever work or was she always a homemaker?

MRS. SILVER: No, she was always a homemaker.

MR. HUNNICUTT: She didn't have time to work with seven kids.

MRS. SILVER: She didn't have time, she didn't have time to work. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. So, when you came to Oak Ridge, do you know what your husband's job was when he first came?

MRS. SILVER: He worked at K-25 and, you know, then we didn't talk about what we were doing.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right.
MRS. SILVER: So, I really don't know.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever find out what he did at K-25?

MRS. SILVER: When he retired, he was in quality assurance.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, tell me about coming to Oak Ridge. Where did you come to first? How did you get here? Give me the route that you traveled.
MRS. SILVER: We came across the Smokies from North Carolina, through Knoxville, through Clinton, ended up at the Elza Gate. While I was waiting for Virgil, Virgil lived in the dormitory in west end, and while I was waiting on him to come and pick me up, they had a recruiter sitting there and he wanted to know if I wanted a job. And I said, "Yeah!", but I said, "I'm just now coming in." He said, "Well, do you want to fill out an application?" I said, "Sure." You know, what have I got to lose? Sure. So, I filled out the application. He said, "Ok, you're to report to this place." This was on a Friday. He said, "You're to report Monday morning to Mr. A.J. King, who is the supervisor." I said, "I'm not sure that I will be ready to go to work Monday morning." He said, "Well, you report to Mr. King Monday morning." 
MR. HUNNICUTT: Show that picture. Now that you know where that is, describe where it is.

MRS. SILVER: This building is almost directly across the street from our Civic Center, just a little bit west of where our Chamber of Commerce is today. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: That was an original house that was there.
MRS. SILVER: This was an original farmhouse. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what surrounded that farmhouse?
MRS. SILVER: Barracks. Army barracks.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And when you speak of barracks, describe those.
MRS. SILVER: I really don't know how to describe a barrack. It was just a big ol' building. Actually, it looked like quonset huts, is that what you call them? 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Quonset huts?

MRS. SILVER: Quonset huts was scattered all where the Civic Center is now.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they have any trailers in that area, too?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah, they had trailers. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: So, it was a combination ...

MRS. SILVER: Combination.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... of barracks and trailers.

MRS. SILVER: Uh-huh. And this was all Army. Everything around us was Army.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, now let's back up a little bit. Back to the gate.
MRS. SILVER: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: If you're looking at the gate, was the building that you went in over on the right side? If you're looking from the outside Oak Ridge towards the gate.

MRS. SILVER: If I'm going from Oak Ridge toward Clinton ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: No, the other way.
MRS. SILVER: Oh, it would be on the right side.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MRS. SILVER: It would be on the right side.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, was that a place where you'd go if you was a visitor or you was checking in first and all that?

MRS. SILVER: You would have to come through the gate. Someone would have to meet you. You would have a reason to be there. You couldn't just walk in.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But that's where you'd wait 'til the person that was coming to get you ...

MRS. SILVER: That's where you waited 'til the person come to get you.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, your husband comes and gets you and then where did you go?

MRS. SILVER: We went to Robin Lane, in a trailer.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where's Robin Lane located?

MRS. SILVER: Where Kroger's is today, in Kroger Shopping Center. Grove Center.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And describe the trailer.

MRS. SILVER: Ok. It was a little one-room, one-bedroom trailer with the bathhouse, the commode, the water, and everything, down the boardwalk. But in the trailer, we had a bed, we had a stove, we had a heater to heat the in the winter ... oil heater, oil stove. We didn't have a refrigerator. We didn't have running water. We didn't have a commode in that trailer.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall, above the sink, them having a holding tank where you could put water in it and it would run out if you needed it. Some trailers had that.

MRS. SILVER: We didn't have one in our trailer.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, what did you do for things you wanted to keep refrigerated? Or did you just not have anything?

MRS. SILVER: We didn't. Just didn't have it. We didn't worry about it. We were young. It didn't matter. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, what did you think about that first house you lived in?

MRS. SILVER: Well, honestly, I worked during the daytime and cried at night. I was never so homesick. All it did was rain. All we had was people and mud. So ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: What year would that have been?

MRS. SILVER: It would have been 1947.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, there was still quite a bit of mud in '47?
MRS. SILVER: Mud. Everywhere you went was mud. Everywhere you looked was people.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, tell me about your job duties at this new job.

MRS. SILVER: Ok, what I did was assign the houses. A client would come in with a authorization from their supervisor or someone in their area authorizing that they were eligible for a house. If they had a family, of course, you know, they got a bigger house. If it was just one person, they got a dormitory room or some of them got a trailer. My job was to assign the housing. So, we filled out the paper, certified them, told them when the house was vacant and sent them on their way. And, in addition to that, we had, what did they call it, was it ration coupons?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ration stamps.
MRS. SILVER: Ration stamps. Ok, in addition to that, we would take those ration stamps. They would either get some sugar, or they would get some cheese, or get a pair of nylon hose or, you know, something, whatever their stamp, they were eligible for. We had the mail. We delivered, the mail come in to us and we delivered the mail to whoever came by to pick up their mail. And ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, how did you get from where you lived on Robin Lane to ... ?

MRS. SILVER: Walked. I walked.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And about how far was that?

MRS. SILVER: (coughs) Well, it wasn't very far. I would say, what, a fourth of a mile, half a mile. It's not very far.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember between that farmhouse, going west on the Turnpike, about where the practice facility for the high school is now, for football, there was a little off, like, road that, and there was a place called Furniture Exchange. Do you ever remember that building being there?

MRS. SILVER: I don't remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That may have came after you.

MRS. SILVER: I don't remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You remember the Midtown Community Center ...

MRS. SILVER: Yes, yes, yes ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... on the corner?
MRS. SILVER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever go on there and participate in any, any function they had in there?

MRS. SILVER: We, yeah, we have. I don't recall what all we did, but yes, we did. And, you know, the Grove Theater was just across the street from where we lived. And, of course, at that time, Grove Center, Tulip Town Market.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Market.
MRS. SILVER: Market, a grocery store where we shopped for our groceries and it was just across the street. Well, we walked everywhere we went.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever use bus service?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me, tell me about riding the bus. You remember what it cost to ride the bus?

MRS. SILVER: We bought a little token and I think the token was, what- a dime or something like that? It was a little coin with a hole in it and what you'd usually do is just walk up to the driver and show him your coin and say, "Where am I supposed to go?" or "Where am I supposed to get off?" And the driver usually would tell you.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you're on the bus and you, let's say you're riding from Grove Center down Robin Lane and you're going down to Jefferson or Jackson Square or someplace, the bus driver knew where to let you off?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah, the driver would ask you where you were going and I'd say, well, I'm going ... there was a French's Market and I'd say, "I'm going to the market. Where do I get off?" And he'd say, "I’ll let you off. I'll let you off when we arrive." So, when we got to where I was going, and I'm sure this was for everybody that was on the bus, he'd just open the door and I'd get off and he'd say, "I will be back ... my run will be, you know, like, 30 minutes or 45 minutes, I'll be back this way. So, I'd get in the bus, give him my token, go back to Robin Lane. I still had my car. But I still didn't have a driver’s license.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And gas was rationed, too.
MRS. SILVER: And gas was rationed.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's amazing he could remember all the stops for everybody.

MRS. SILVER: Oh, we had great bus drivers, great bus drivers.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I remember, later on, if you wanted off the bus, you pulled the little cord above your head and it ring a bell ...
MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... before you got to where you wanted.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: He knew exactly where to stop, you know, and you’d get off.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But you'd stand on the side of the corner at a bus stop and wait on a bus, didn't you?

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, sure did.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember about transfers? They had transfers from bus to bus.

MRS. SILVER: I never used one because I was working most of the time. And, on weekends, I was like everybody else, I did my laundry, did my shopping and all that kind of stuff. So, I seldom ever transferred.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you did all your shopping and everything in the Grove Center area.

MRS. SILVER: Grove Center, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever go down to Middle Town where the Civic Center is now? Did you ever visit there? Tell me about what that consisted of.

MRS. SILVER: That's where we would get our lunch, when I was working, assigning the trailers, that's where we would walk across the street, get our dried beans, our turnip greens, our cornbread every day for lunch. They had a long table with the cooking stuff on it. Sand, and sawdust on the ground to walk in. We would get lunch and take it back and eat it.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, was that outside or inside the building?
MRS. SILVER: Outside.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember how much it cost to get that?

MRS. SILVER: Like about a quarter. It wasn't much. I think you paid like 10 cents for something to drink.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember what other stores was in the Middle Town?

MRS. SILVER: I know there was a drugstore, but I don't know ... There might have been a grocery store. I'm not sure about that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: There was. Do you remember going up the street, now this would be going east a little ways, they had a military sports center?

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, I remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I think they had a bowling center there.

MRS. SILVER: Bowling center, bowling alley, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was that, was that where the military PX was in there or was that another location?

MRS. SILVER: I think that was in another location. I'm not really sure about that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But it was run by the military.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah. Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, how long did you work at this job assigning housing?
MRS. SILVER: Probably at least three years. I don't know, when I left there I can't remember. I took a sabbatical for a period of time and then I went with a construction company that was the mechanical contractors for building 92-12 at Y-12. And the name of the company was Peter Kiewitt out of West Virginia, and I worked for them for quite a while.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Can you spell you spell that last name in that company?
MRS. SILVER: K-I-E-W-I-T-T, Peter Kiewitt. And then, from there I went to K-25 with Sargent-Lundy, a consultant engineering firm out of Chicago that did the mechanical work for K-27 and K-33 and I worked for them until 1955. And then, I went to Y-12 with Union Carbide.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, what was your job duties when you worked for the mechanical contractors.

MRS. SILVER: Secretary. In payroll.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Describe how you got to Y-12, how you got in the plant. Did you have a badge? Did you ride a bus?
MRS. SILVER: When I went to Y-12. Here again, the man that interviewed me, last name was King. I worked at two different jobs with two different men and both their last names were King. And my maiden name was, King. And, for some reason or other, we just kind of bonded when we found out we were “Kings”. The guy that worked at Y-12 whose name was, King, was from North Carolina, although I did not know he was from North Carolina. But I met him and he said, "Welcome to Y-12. I've got a place in engineering for you." By that time I had my driver’s license.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where did you go to get your driver’s license?
MRS. SILVER: I think it was Clinton. I wasn't able to back up when I got my license, took my test. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was the test hard?
MRS. SILVER: (laughs) No, the test wasn't hard. I couldn't drive. Still can't drive. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you went and took a written test.

MRS. SILVER: I took a written test.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they give you an eye test, too?

MRS. SILVER: Yeah. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then, they made you drive?

MRS. SILVER: And then, they made me drive, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, did they drive, make you drive around the block.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, I drove around the block. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then, you have to parallel park, is that what the problem ... ?

MRS. SILVER: And they told me to parallel park but when I tried to parallel park, he said, "Honey, just go on." (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: He didn't want to mess with you anymore, huh? He had enough of you. (laughter)

MRS. SILVER: I was in a carpool a little while at Y-12.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you drove to Clinton with no license and you got license and drove back. 

MRS. SILVER: (laughs) Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you had to buy gas for your car, where'd you go get it?
MRS. SILVER: You know, I really don't remember where the gas station was but, you know, we were rationed with gas. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, Middle Town had a gas station.

MRS. SILVER: And it probably was at Middle Town because they had a gas station there, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, was the ration stamp for so much gas? So many gallons of gas and so forth?

MRS. SILVER: I don't remember what it was. And there also was a service station in Grove Center. And I think the name of that station, was it Copeland's? Was there a service station in Grove Center named Copeland's?

MR. HUNNICUTT: No, he had a parts store in Grove Center.

MRS. SILVER: Oh, ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then, he did have service center at the corner of the Turnpike and Arkansas Avenue, back in the early part of Oak Ridge. A Texaco station.

MRS. SILVER: Maybe that's where we went.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Could be.
MRS. SILVER: That's probably where we went to get gas.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's, it was located behind that Shell station that's out there now.

MRS. SILVER: Oh, ok, ok, ok ... 

MR. HUNNICUTT: He was one of the first ...
MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... businessmen got to be awarded a contract to open a business. But then, later, he went into the automotive parts business in Grove Center for a number of years.

MRS. SILVER: Oh, ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, now you've got your driver’s license and you're working for the company at Y-12. 

MRS. SILVER: Union Carbide.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall where the offices were at Y-12?
MRS. SILVER: I hired in at engineering, building 9739, and worked there for 10 years. Then I had an opportunity to go into operations, which I dearly loved. And, I was in Beta 2, 9204, for 17 years. And I retired out of Beta 2.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was you a secretary there as well?
MRS. SILVER: Yes, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember who you worked for?

MRS. SILVER: Yes. I worked, I hired in with J.A. King, then I had Taylor, I had, my boss when I retired was Roger Brotherton. Our division superintendent was Roy Williams. Neal Dow. I worked with several.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What year did you retire?
MRS. SILVER: 1982.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, Roy Williams was kind of a strange fellow, wasn't he?
MRS. SILVER: He was a nice guy. Really nice guy. If he liked you, he liked you. If he hated you, he would let you know.

MR. HUNNICUTT: He was strictly business, wasn't he?

MRS. SILVER: He was business. I liked him. I really liked him.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Later on, he was a, had a different type of job title, but he would come through the plant at different times at night to check on operations. And if it wasn't running right, buddy, it would be running right real soon.

MRS. SILVER: Next morning.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. And if you had a problem, he'd come and talk to the working people.

MRS. SILVER: He really would, he really would.

MR. HUNNICUTT: He would. Lot of people didn't like him but I thought he was a pretty good guy because he kept things going.

MRS. SILVER: I really liked him. I was not cleared for top secret in engineering but, when I went into operations, I had to have a top secret clearance because we were handling top secret material. And he would come in and sit down and talk to me, assure me, you know, that everything was going to be ok. And if I had, if I had a problem, I had no hang-up to go to him.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You have a resident's badge. Show us your resident's badge. It's right there by the pictures. Now you got that when you first came?

MRS. SILVER: No, no, now I didn't get this. When I was working, I had a badge for work. But then, when I took a sabbatical was when I got this.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, my understanding, anyone the age 13 and up had to have a ID badge.

MRS. SILVER: Yes, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you could get back in the ...
MRS. SILVER: Back in.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... the city after you left.
MRS. SILVER: Back in. Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Show us some of the photographs of where you lived and describe where they are.

MRS. SILVER: Oh, that's the gate ... course, that ... Now, this is on Caribou Circle.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And who is that in the foreground.

MRS. SILVER: And this is my husband with his dog. And this was in July of 1948.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, describe that house on Caribou Circle.

MRS. SILVER: We went through the door and here was a little, small living room. To the left was the kitchen. And, by the way, it had a sink and running water. There was a little hallway that had a commode. We thought we'd died and gone to heaven when we had a commode in the house. And then we had one bedroom. It was real small. And we had boardwalks all the way around. In order to take a bath, we had to go out to the bathhouse. And this is the boardwalk.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they have hot water in the bathhouse?
MRS. SILVER: Oh, yes. Oh, yes. Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did someone take care of the bathhouse as far as making sure the water was hot ..

MRS. SILVER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and all that.

MRS. SILVER: Yes, and clean. Now, this is my father when he come to visit us. This is on Caribou Circle where we lived.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, did you tell me where Caribou Circle was?
MRS. SILVER: It is where ORAU [Oak Ridge Associated Universities] is today.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Those were a little bit fancier than the original hutments that a lot of people lived in.
MRS. SILVER: Oh, yeah! Oh, this was the one that we lived in. This was 117.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Caribou Circle.
MRS. SILVER: Caribou Circle in 1948.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now was those flowers, did you plant those flowers?

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, oh, yeah. Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about that.

MRS. SILVER: Somebody ... This was hollyhock. I like butterflies and somebody told me that if you had hollyhocks, that you could have, plant a hollyhock and the butterflies would just [come] ... That's not true. I never had a butterfly. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, where did you find ... ? Were those planted from seed?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah, I planted them from seed. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where did you get that?

MRS. SILVER: In fact, I got the seed from my mother in North Carolina. I brought the seed. We went home and I brought the seed. And this was a group of ladies that we, we had us a, we had us a basketball, a volleyball team on Caribou Circle.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where did you play volleyball?

MRS. SILVER: Oh, we strung us up a net and ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right there.

MRS. SILVER: Right there. And this was our team. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you played against other people that lived in the area?

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, yeah. This is July, 1948.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, when you wasn't working or sleeping, what'd you do for fun, other than playing volleyball?

MRS. SILVER: We had, we had several little neighborhood clubs that we would meet. Tell you the truth, we just kind of visited with each other. Because everybody was from everywhere. It was years, it was a long, long time 'fore I ever met anybody that was born in this area. They were all from somewhere else. So, we discussed our families and friends and our activities.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did everybody get along with each other?

MRS. SILVER: Oh, yeah. And this was my friend, Mrs. Bailey and she had a garden in her little plot in front of her house. (laughs) I think she said a Victory Garden. She called it that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What is a Victory Garden? Tell me about that.

MRS. SILVER: I don't know. I really don't know what the significance of a Victory Garden was unless, maybe, it was just to grow some fresh vegetables.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Maybe it was a victory that you were able to grow something, huh?
MRS. SILVER: Maybe it was a victory to grow something, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, after Caribou Circle, where did you move to?
MRS. SILVER: North ... South Jefferson Avenue, South Jefferson Circle in a TDU [temporary dwelling unit].

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, what is a TDU?

MRS. SILVER: That's a two-family building. On one side of the building is a three-bedroom, two-bedroom and the other side of the building is a one-bedroom. And so, we were in a one-bedroom.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Describe how it looked.

MRS. SILVER: We had a living room, a kitchen, by the way, we had a full bath. And the bedroom, the bath, the kitchen and the living room.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, everything had its own containment. You didn't have to go outside anymore.

MRS. SILVER: We didn't have to go outside. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: So you really moved on up in the world.

MRS. SILVER: Wooo! We were moving on up. And then, from there we moved to West Tennessee Avenue in an E apartment. You know, the E apartments are the big buildings with the four apartments. So, we had an end apartment and here, again, we had the living room, the kitchen, the bath and the bedroom.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, back to the Caribou residence, how was that heated?
MRS. SILVER: We had ... What do they call the oil? Is it kerosene? Anyway, it was oil heated.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Kerosene was used.

MRS. SILVER: Kero ... ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall the truck coming around and filling up ...?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was the tank outside ...
MRS. SILVER: Uh-huh.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and had a line that ran in to the stove.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have to pay for that?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah. And that's what we cooked with, too. We had a kerosene two-burner, three-burner deal.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did that have quite an odor of kerosene in the, in the house?
MRS. SILVER: No. We didn't mind. We had a commode, we didn't mind. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, when you moved down on, in the TDU, what type of heating that was in the ...

MRS. SILVER: We had a coal stove, a big stove that sat in the living room.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, where was the coal? How did you get the coal?
MRS. SILVER: In the back ... they drove the truck to the back of the apartments and shoveled the coal in.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You have a coal bin outside or ... ?
MRS. SILVER: Mmm-hmm.

MR. HUNNICUTT: A coal box.
MRS. SILVER: A coal box outside, mmm-hmm.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You have to pay for the coal then?
MRS. SILVER: Now, I don't remember, but I think we did. I don't remember if we did.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, when you moved from one place to the other, tell me about how you was able to get the, after the first place off of Robin and then onto Caribou. How did you that particular place? Where'd you go to get that?
MRS. SILVER: Well, I ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Were you working in the, that was where you were working?
MRS. SILVER: I was assigning houses. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you had opportunities.

MRS. SILVER: I had opportunities.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And each time you moved, it was because you assigned yourself, huh?

MRS. SILVER: (laughs) Yep, yep. Each time I felt like I was moving on up.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, when you moved in the E-1 apartment off of Tennessee, where abouts on Tennessee was it?

MRS. SILVER: 162. I don't know what building is there now, but I think it’s Covenant Health. You know, I think Covenant Health bought all of that area. But there was an E apartment and it was almost directly across the street from the parking lot for the hospital on West Tennessee Avenue.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, that's from the red light at New York, you'd be going ...
MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... east, on the left. Well what was the address on, in the TDU on Jefferson, Jefferson Circle was it?

MRS. SILVER: At Jefferson Circle? I don't ... Was it 100? Might have been 106 or 107. I don't really recall the number of that apartment.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about the mud at that particular time? Had that kind of cleared up some?

MRS. SILVER: Things were getting better.

MR. HUNNICUTT: They had boardwalks and they'd paved the streets.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, things were getting better. We were having some pavement, we were having some walks, we were having some streets paved, yeah, it was getting better.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, when you lived down on Jefferson, did you use Jefferson shopping area there?

MRS. SILVER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you know what type stores were there?

MRS. SILVER: I know that Brunner's, I don't know if it was called Brunner's at that point in time or not, but it was a really nice grocery store.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, in the early days, that was a cafeteria.
MRS. SILVER: Yep.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember it being a cafeteria when you was there?

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then, Mr. Brunner opened a grocery store.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's where, on the corner of the Turnpike and ... ?

MRS. SILVER: Louisiana.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Louisiana Avenue.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where that wholesale grocery is today.

MRS. SILVER: UGO [United Grocery Outlet], yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And that area in there was, had a lot of dormitories in it, didn't it?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah, that's where Virgil had his room when he first came. It's where he was assigned to live when he first came to Oak Ridge. In there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall what a dormitory room looked like?
MRS. SILVER: No, I was never in, I was never in the dormitory room.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, also in that area was a cafeteria, later becoming the museum for the city. Do you remember that? It's no longer there. The Boy's Club acquired the property and tore the building down.

MRS. SILVER: No, I don't.

MR. HUNNICUTT: American Museum of Atomic Energy.
MRS. SILVER: I don't recall, I don't recall a cafeteria.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, it didn't open until March of '49 was the first time it opened.
MRS. SILVER: Oh, oh.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you'd already probably left that area.

MRS. SILVER: We'd already moved. Probably left.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you find that, depending on what part of the town you lived in, east, middle, west, whatever, you kind of stayed in that area.

MRS. SILVER: You stayed in that area, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Except if you went to Town Site.
MR. HUNNICUTT: Right.
MRS. SILVER: Or Jackson Square, they call it today.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right, right. You pretty much stayed in the area you was close to, didn't you? And that was due to the fact, gas was rationed ...

MRS. SILVER: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and it was easy to walk and everybody was young ...
MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... they didn't have to worry about things people do today when they get older. So how long did you live in the E-1 apartment?

MRS. SILVER: I'm going to say four years, three, at least three and a half years, maybe four because we left, we left Jefferson and moved to the E-1. The houses were being sold and we bought this house in August of 1957.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type of house is this?

MRS. SILVER: This is a B cemesto.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Describe a B house.

MRS. SILVER: Well, it has a fairly large living room. It has a kitchen. It has a bath, two bedrooms and, when we bought the house, it had a porch, screened-in porch. And we were fortunate enough to find a big lot. We have 89/100th of an acre lot here.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, right behind where you're sitting is where the dining room area is.
MRS. SILVER: Yes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: A houses didn't have dining rooms.

MRS. SILVER: A houses didn't have it. So the B house had the living room, dining room combined.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you moved in, did you still have coal heat in this house?
MRS. SILVER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And do you recall when they would bring coal?
MRS. SILVER: I want to think that it's when we called and said our bin is getting low.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And when you said, 'bin,' where is it located?
MRS. SILVER: It was in the back, in the ... Well, actually, that's the back of the house.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But it was inside the furnace room.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you had a door on the outside ...

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and they would put the coal in on the, in the concrete floor. 

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.
MR. HUNNICUTT: Did that bin, did it have a door you opened up and then you could shovel coal?

MRS. SILVER: Had a lid.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Had a lid?
MRS. SILVER: Had a lid that you opened up, yeah.
MR. HUNNICUTT: Was this house warm when it was heated by coal?
MRS. SILVER: Oh, yes. Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about coal soot?

MRS. SILVER: We had that. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, far as cleaning the house, was that a ritual that the ladies did back when they had coal heat? Did you have to clean dust and carry on constantly?
MRS. SILVER: Uh-huh, seemed like it was constantly. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, this neighborhood, was it, was all the roads and the streets already paved?

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, our street was paved. The only house that was built on this street after we moved here is the brick house above us.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, was that a vacant lot or ... ?
MRS. SILVER: It was a vacant lot.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And someone bought the lot and built their own house.
MRS. SILVER: Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And this is on Pleasant Road, which is off of Pennsylvania Avenue.
MRS. SILVER: Off Pennsylvania Avenue.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about when you lived on the E apartment, what shopping area did you use then? Now, that Pine Valley Shopping Center was real close.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, Pine Valley was close. In Jackson Square was the clothing stores, the dime stores, the theaters. But for groceries, I probably continued going to Grove Center.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tulip Town Market.

MRS. SILVER: To Tulip Town, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did, was that just because you liked what they had?
MRS. SILVER: Yes, I liked what they had.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Or prices, or what was that?

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, because I was familiar with where the groceries, where the store was, what I wanted to buy, where the shelves were in the store. And it was convenient. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was meat available?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I can remember, my mother liked to go to the A&P store and she used the community store.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: She liked the meat in the A&P store ...

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and everything else community store. I guess that's just a habit you get into.

MRS. SILVER: A habit you get into. We had an A&P, then we had an Ingle's. Was there ever an IGA?

MR. HUNNICUTT: No. Out at Elm Grove, we had a Piggly Wiggly. Remember that?
MRS. SILVER: Piggly Wiggly. Yes. ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Then French's came in there on the Turnpike. Let's go back a little bit before we get up there. Tell me about telephones. Did you have a telephone?

MRS. SILVER: We had our first telephone on Jefferson Circle, and it was a party line.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What do you mean by, 'party line'?

MRS. SILVER: Well, another family was on the same line that we were on. We had a certain ring and they had a certain ring. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, I want to ask you something. Did you ever pick the phone up and listen to your neighbor?

MRS. SILVER: Well, you know I did. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Who didn't?

MRS. SILVER: Who didn't? (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: As a kid, I did.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, who didn't?

MR. HUNNICUTT: How about visitors? Did you have any family members that came and visited you when they were gated?
MRS. SILVER: Yes, my brothers came to visit me when we lived on Jefferson. My mother and father come to visit me when we lived on West Tennessee Avenue. My niece, my special niece, used to, when school was out, she would spend at least a couple of weeks with us in the summer between schools. Virgil's sister, that lived in Florida, would spend part of July and August with us. His aunt would spend part of the summer with us. Yes, we had visitors.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me what you had to go through to get passes for the visitors.

MRS. SILVER: I don't remember exactly what you had to do, but you had to sign a form saying who you were, you would be responsible. That you were certifying that you were related to that person. And there were some questions you had to answer.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You recall where you had to go to do that?
MRS. SILVER: No, I don't. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about what Christmas was like when you were growing up and then when you got married, here in Oak Ridge.

MRS. SILVER: Well, Christmas was a big deal in my family. We always had the Christmas tree, exchanged the gifts. We never had a whole lot of money in my family when I was growing up, but we had enough love to make up for all of that. Then, when we come to Oak Ridge, we always tried to go back home for Christmas. So, that tradition, you know, kept going as long as my mother and father were living. And then, when they passed away, Christmas was never the same.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you had fun activities, tell me some of the things that you did here in Oak Ridge.

MRS. SILVER: We played volleyball. We played cards with friends. I've always volunteered, been a volunteer, and I found out you cannot get fired from a volunteer job. (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Since they don't pay you anything, they can't fire you, can they? (laughter)

MRS. SILVER: They can't fire you. But I've always been involved in some type of activity. We had what we called a 'Handy Helper' club that we met once a month. We would help people that needed, if someone needed some groceries, we would take them in and get them or either we would buy them and take them to them. Or help them with their house rent or help them with the utility bill. This type of thing. So, I've always been active in some type of group gathering.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about swimming? Did you ever attend or go to the swimming pool?

MRS. SILVER: Well, I took the Red Cross swimming lesson. They passed me because they didn't want me to come back. (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is that sort of like the driver’s license?

MRS. SILVER: That's sort of like the driver’s license. But they did say that I was an excellent floater. (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did, what about bowling? Did you ever do any bowling?
MRS. SILVER: Yes, we bowled.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You remember where it was you bowled?
MRS. SILVER: We bowled at Grove Center.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Oak Terrace?
MRS. SILVER: Oak Terrace, yeah. I guttered more balls than I got down the line. (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall eating at the Oak Terrace restaurant?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah! The food was good, good ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: There was something else unique about eating in Oak Ridge, Oak Terrace restaurant. Do you remember what that was? Something you could see. You could eat at a certain table and watch them bowl.

MRS. SILVER: Oh, you, yeah! Yeah! Yeah, yeah ... Those were the good old days.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember who used to run the restaurant and the bowling center? Did you ever know Roscoe and Amanda Stephens? They ran that.

MRS. SILVER: They ran that?

MR. HUNNICUTT: I don't know how long they did. When I was old enough to remember, that's who it was.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But they used to make the best homemade biscuits.

MRS. SILVER: Oh, boy!

MR. HUNNICUTT: And they'd bring them around on trays, you remember those?
MRS. SILVER: On trays. Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And you had honey on the table.

MRS. SILVER: Well, now, there was a restaurant at Elza Gate. I don't remember what the name of it was, that we used to go a lot and eat and the food was on the order of the one at Oak Terrace.

MR. HUNNICUTT: If I'm not mistaken, they had something to do with that.

MRS. SILVER: They probably did.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You go through the old underpass, we call it ...

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and it was out there on the left, wasn't it?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I can't remember the name of that right off.

MRS. SILVER: I can't either, but we used to go there a lot.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Seem like it was something steakhouse. That sound right?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah. That sounds right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Edgewood Steakhouse?

MRS. SILVER: Edgewood.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, it just came to me.

MRS. SILVER: Edgewood Steakhouse. We would go there a lot to eat because the food was so good and the biscuits were so good.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember that Oak Ridge Motel was right there on the left? That came later in the years, but ...

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It was pretty functional. It's probably the first motel we ever had around this area.

MRS. SILVER: I'm sure it was.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It was outside the ...
MRS. SILVER: Outside the gate.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... the gate in the city limit area.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You were here during the gate opening ceremony, is that right?

MRS. SILVER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about that hoopah.

MRS. SILVER: Woo, well, it was hoopah. You could hardly walk for the cheers and the screaming, dignitaries and ... It was fun.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did, what did you attend?

MRS. SILVER: I was in the group that was standing on the sidewalk. I was a spectator.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And where were you standing?
MRS. SILVER: I was standing almost where the Chamber of Commerce is now. That was my hangout. I was glued to the ground in that area.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, the parade started right where the Civic Center is, right ...?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... there, didn't it?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah. Did it go all the way to Elza Gate?

MR. HUNNICUTT: No. In the first, they had an opening gate ceremony at Elza Gate ...
MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... with the dignitaries, the ribbon ...
MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... exploding. And then, the parade started at the Civic Center and went down Turnpike all the way to left on, oh, I can't remember ... Right by where the Red Cross building is today.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, on Tennessee Avenue.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, and to Tennessee and ...

MRS. SILVER: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... right up through the square.

MRS. SILVER: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then, they disbursed at the Federal Building.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: There was something unique we talked about earlier that happened to one of our Western movie stars that came here. (laughter) Recall what that was.

MRS. SILVER: Well, he had a little bit too much to drink.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Who was that?
MRS. SILVER: Rod Cameron. He's coming down the Turnpike on the horse and, somehow or other, he fell off of his horse. I don't remember who put him back on the horse, but somebody picked him up and got him back on the horse. He went a little bit farther and he kind of slid off of his horse again. And he said somebody stole his watch?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right.
MRS. SILVER: He lost it in a poker game, didn't he?

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's what he claimed is somebody stole it, but ...

MRS. SILVER: That somebody stole it. And then, Marilyn Monroe, was it Marilyn Monroe?

MR. HUNNICUTT: No, it was ... 

MRS. SILVER: No, it was ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... Marie McDonald.

MRS. SILVER: Marie McDonald. Marie ... 

MR. HUNNICUTT: “The Body” McDonald.
MRS. SILVER: “The Body” McDonald. She, she was ok. Who was the other one? There was another one.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Adele Jergens.
MRS. SILVER: Yeah, I don't recall ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Adolphe Menjou.
MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Jack Bailey, Queen for a Day.

MRS. SILVER: I remember Jack Bailey... It's been a long time ago.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Some of the Classic Turner movies have Adolphe Menjou in it.

MRS. SILVER: Oh, do they?
MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, you can catch some of those people that came here.

MRS. SILVER: Ok. Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I never knew who he was either. Rod Cameron's the only one I knew when I was little. 

MRS. SILVER: (laughs) Oh, that was so funny.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, did you go to any of, the Oak Terrace had a function ... ?

MRS. SILVER: No, we just, after the parade was over, we just went back home.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. There was activities on Blankenship Field, too.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Vice President Barclay was here.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, Barclay was here. Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But it was a great day for Oak Ridge.

MRS. SILVER: Great day.

MR. HUNNICUTT: The museum opened that same day.

MRS. SILVER: Oh, really?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes.
MRS. SILVER: All right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. So, after they opened the gates, obviously you didn't need a badge any more, but you still had to have a badge to go to the plant area, is that right?

MRS. SILVER: To go to ... yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, you have a picture of a guard house in your photographs.

MRS. SILVER: Oh, yes, I do.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I believe it's right here. Show us what that is and tell me where that is.

MRS. SILVER: Okay, this is the guard house going into K-25. I don't remember the name of this guard house.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's on the Turnpike, West Gate.

MRS. SILVER: But it's on the Turnpike. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: West Gate. 

MRS. SILVER: West 
OFF CAMERA VOICE: West Gate.

MRS. SILVER: West Gate? Ok. I think, is it still there?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes.

MRS. SILVER: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Matter of fact, you can call and use the facility. It's been updated and ...

MRS. SILVER: Oh, ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... it's got nice tables and photographs in there.

MRS. SILVER: Ok. Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember one in the middle of the road, they and a block building and the gates was stretched from that side to the other ...

MRS. SILVER: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: …and the on the other side, so coming and going they had a gate that you had to go through. How did you get in there? Did you just show your badge?

MRS. SILVER: You just showed your badge. You drove up and parked and ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Stopped there.
MRS. SILVER: ... and the guard, either looking out the window or he might have even stepped outside ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: I think they were in a little metal window.
MRS. SILVER: ... I don't know, but they were in a booth and you just showed your badge and he would wave you on through. I did not use this gate going to Y-12 ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right.
MRS. SILVER: ... but now, Virgil used it going to K-25.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, the one over there that you can see now at Y-12 is like this one.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's available for renting or using as well.
MRS. SILVER: Right... 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Peggy, you showed us what this is. What's this document right here?
MRS. SILVER: This document right here, it says, "Clinton Engineer Works of Oak Ridge Tennessee Diploma," and it's to certify, "Peggy and Virgil Silver has survived privations, red tape, the mud, the soot, and the dust, produced his or her various pass badges and ration cards to all and sundry upon demand, has suffered from ptomaine, TB, hangovers, has been properly fleeced by the local merchants, endured dormitory, victory houses, flattops, or trailer living, eaten mess in company cafeterias, been hauled to and from work in battered GI buses and emerged a finished Oakie." (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, who gave you that?

MRS. SILVER: I think that Mr. King, when I was assigning trailers, I think he presented this to me the day I left the employment.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's a very unique document.

MRS. SILVER: And it says, "Know to all men by these presence, that the undersigned has received a weekly paycheck in accordance with his or her degree of ignorance, for performing a duty twice daily at the designated time, clock thereafter spent eight and a half hours in the pursuit of coffee, cigarettes, Coke or dates, and is herewith awarded the honorary degree of Atom Busters." (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: I'm not sure I've ever seen that before. That is very clever, isn't it? Do you know who wrote that?

MRS. SILVER: I don't really know who wrote that, but I think it might have been one of the engineers that was working in the building. And it says, "In testimony thereof, witness the signatures of the Supreme Atomizers and the Exalted Ridge Runners under seal of the Board of Bigshots, this is so, this is the 20th day of November in the year 1945." And all of these names, all of these names are the people that I worked with during that period of time. So, yeah, I'll see if I can't get that framed.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Let me ask you what you remember about 1945 when they dropped the bomb on Japan. Where were you and what did you think?

MRS. SILVER: I remember, just, at that time, I was in the office and someone told us and bedlam just took place. I mean, I don't know who was screaming and shouting the loudest, but it was, we were relieved. We, at least knew what we had been doing, or partially, before that date.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have any idea what was going on?
MRS. SILVER: Absolutely none.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, when you went to work, do you recall anybody talking about what they were doing or anything of that nature?

MRS. SILVER: We were, I was told, and I'm sure lot of other people were told, too, that I was to say nothing, that I was to see nothing, I was to hear nothing, I was to repeat nothing. And I didn't know what he did, he didn't know what I did, but we were husband and wife. We never discussed what we were doing.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's what made the project a success.

MRS. SILVER: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Secrecy. Couldn't do that today, could you?

MRS. SILVER: Heavens, no. No way.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What do you remember about air raid sirens in the city?
MRS. SILVER: I don't think we had any, did we?

MR. HUNNICUTT: We did.
MRS. SILVER: Did we?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you not remember about five o'clock in the afternoon they'd test the siren, turn it on.

MRS. SILVER: No, but I know now that once a month on Wednesdays.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, about five o'clock, you could tell when it was five o'clock, they'd set the sirens off.

MRS. SILVER: Was it every day?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Pretty much.
MRS. SILVER: Wonder how I missed that? (laughs) I don't remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about door-to-door salesmen back in the day.

MRS. SILVER: We didn't have any. If we did, they didn't come to our ... Of course, now I was working and I wasn't home, but I don't ever remember a door-to-door salesman coming to my door.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, they just didn't visit you. They had them.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember rolling stores that went around the neighborhood?

MRS. SILVER: Yes, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about that. What you remember.

MRS. SILVER: I never did buy anything from them.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was that a truck that had goods.

MRS. SILVER: Truck that had the bell, you know, like the ice cream trucks, trucks that we have coming through the town now, and they would have meat and the fresh vegetables, eggs, but I never, I never participated in that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you feel safe here in Oak Ridge?
MRS. SILVER: Sure, sure.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Still do today?
MRS. SILVER: Still do today, yeah. Still do today.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, Oak Ridge is prohibited from having cameras and guns and alcohol and various things. Did you ever have a camera during those times?

MRS. SILVER: Am I supposed to answer that? (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: You won't be prosecuted, I'll guarantee you.

MRS. SILVER: Ok. I will never understand how… When I came through Elza Gate, they opened my suitcase. They went through my suitcase to see what I had in it. And, for some reason or other, I had a little ol' Brownie, Kodak camera. One of those little things, I had it in the suitcase. And why they overlooked that, I'll never know. But they did not take that camera out of my suitcase. But I was told later, you were not to have a camera, you were not to make pictures, and if they caught you, then (hands clap) you know.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, obviously, you had to get film from someplace because they didn't have film in Oak Ridge.

MRS. SILVER: Well, I would do that when I went home. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: So what, what all type of pictures did you take? Is these photographs we're seeing today, that's from your Brownie camera?

MRS. SILVER: That's from my Brownie camera. Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember anybody telling you about any stories about getting alcohol and getting back in through the gate?

MRS. SILVER: Well, the only story that I remember was the guy that come through and he was hauling chicken manure in his car, I mean, in his truck. But he had something underneath all the chicken manure, then he had his moonshine under there. And they didn't want to, whoever was checking him out did not want to move all that chicken manure, so he brought his alcohol in. That's the only story I knew.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, you've heard stories about ladies putting it in their dirty diaper bags.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, I've heard those stories, too, but now, I don't know about that. MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you have children?

MRS. SILVER: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: We talked about the, the dropping of the bomb, where were you when you heard the news?

MRS. SILVER: I probably was at work.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And that would been?
MRS. SILVER: That probably would've been in the Grove ... Midtown, in the trailer. No, it wouldn't have been there would it? It would have been later than that, wouldn't it? That was in 1945, right?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes.
MRS. SILVER: Yeah, that's where I probably was.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about doctors? Do you recall doctors making house calls?
MRS. SILVER: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you use the hospital facility.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, we used the hospital facility. But that was when it was over where West Mall, before MMC was built.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Who was your doctor?
MRS. SILVER: Dr. Pugh, Dr. Pugh was my family doctor. And Dr. Lyon was Virgil's doctor because Dr. Lyon headed up the medical at K-25. Then, when I went to Y-12, Dr. Robinson, we had, we got our physicals and everything through the plant and Dr. Robinson was my doctor at Y-12.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Don't you feel that working out at the plants and having that medical every year, that you were lucky because ...

MRS. SILVER: It was great! Great!

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... yeah, because they could discover things ...
MRS. SILVER: Great!

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... that you may have not ever had ...
MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... known to.

MRS. SILVER: Wonderful, wonderful. Yeah, great.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I'm going to ask you about a few places and you tell me what you remember about them. We talked about the Oak Terrace bowling center and restaurant. The ballroom upstairs, do you remember the ...

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... ballroom?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah, we took some dancing lessons in the ballroom. And I don't remember who the instructor was.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was that Ethel Howell?
MRS. SILVER: That sounds right. Yeah, that sounds right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: They ran a dance studio for many years.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about the Skyway Drive-in?

MRS. SILVER: We used to go there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where was it located?
MRS. SILVER: It was in back of, in the area where K-Mart’s is. What was the name of that, what was the name of that section then? It had a name but I don't remember what the name was.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You've got me there. I, all I know it's about where the K-Mart parking lot is.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And you remember the Holiday Inn was built right next to ...
MRS. SILVER: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... you could rent a room and sit out there and watch the movies.

MRS. SILVER: Watch the movie. But it was in that area where K-Mart’s is.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You talked about a swimming pool and bowling alley. What about indoor movie theaters? Did you ... ?
MRS. SILVER: Yeah, Grove Center, the one at Jackson Square. I think there was one at Jefferson but I'm not positive about that but I don't ever remember going to ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: There was.

MRS. SILVER: Okay, I don't ever remember going to the theater there, but we did at Grove Center and in Jackson Square.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Actually, Middletown had theaters.

MRS. SILVER: And yeah, Middletown, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How about dental, did you use the dental service here in Oak Ridge?

MRS. SILVER: No, we used Dr. Armstrong in Clinton and it wasn't until, Dr. McAlister took Dr. Swanson's place and we were Dr. McAlister's customer for 35 years. So, I don't know what year that would have been that we started using the dental here in Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: 1955, they built what we call the Downtown area, remember that?

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember some stores that were down there?
MRS. SILVER: Well, there was Miller's and Taylor's and Penney's and Sears, five-and-dime, McCrory? Was it McCrory's?

MR. HUNNICUTT: McCrory's. Woolworth's.
MRS. SILVER: Woolworth's.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You know, Walgreen's was down there, too.
MRS. SILVER: Yeah, and there was another drugstore. What was ... ?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Williams Drugstore was down there.
MRS. SILVER: Williams, ok, ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But it was a nice ...

MRS. SILVER: Nice!

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... shopping area, wasn't it?

MRS. SILVER: Really nice.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Then they decided that they wanted to make a mall out of it, and then, next thing you know, we have nothing.

MRS. SILVER: Nothing.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about some of the other businesses as Oak Ridge grew, what do you remember, the stores in the area?
MRS. SILVER: Well, I remember some of the grocery stores because that's about only place I went when I was working was to the grocery store. There was the A&P, Ingle's, Piggly-Wiggly. Now, what was Food City before it become Food City?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, it was Red Food at one time, but I think Food City bought the White Store out.

MRS. SILVER: Oh, White Store, White Store.

MR. HUNNICUTT: We didn't have a White Store here.
MRS. SILVER: White Store, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But we had Red Food there in that location at one time.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But we never had a White Store in Oak Ridge.

MRS. SILVER: Yeah. Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: They were Knoxville.

MRS. SILVER: Knoxville.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Orientated. Do you remember over where, they have a fitness center over there now, you turn on Illinois off the Turnpike, right behind the Nissan dealer, in that shopping area on the left. Lincoln's restaurant used to be in one end. That building in there, there was a department store in there.

MRS. SILVER: Oh, there was ... Yeah, King's Department Store. And now, there's a walk-in ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's a gym, fitness center.

MRS. SILVER: Well, there's a walk-in medical.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Minute Clinic as well.
MRS. SILVER: Walk-in clinic. Yeah, that was King's Department Store.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, where Big Lots is was another department store. Do you remember the name of that one?

MRS. SILVER: Was that Watson's?

MR. HUNNICUTT: No, that was up in Jackson Square ...

MRS. SILVER: That was Jackson Square.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... in the old Loveman's building. I can't remember it either. I was hoping you would.

MRS. SILVER: I can't remember it.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It was another department store that, sort of like Big Lots, you know, it sold various things.

MRS. SILVER: I don't remember what that would be. And it wasn't Watson's?

MR. HUNNICUTT: No, Watson's was, you remember where Loveman's was in the Square down the ...

MRS. SILVER: Well, now Watson's used to be, Watson's had a store where Books-A-Million is now. Long, long, long, long time ago. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: I don't remember that.

MRS. SILVER: Or maybe it was an outlet. Maybe it was one of their outlets. But they had clothing. They didn't have any, I don't think they had furniture. It was just all clothing.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the, up behind the A.E.C. [Atomic Energy Commission] building, they had a helicopter port?

MRS. SILVER: Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what do you remember about that?

MRS. SILVER: Did we ever have a helicopter come in here? I don't remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, it was used to move the A.E.C. bigshots ...

MRS. SILVER: Bigshots.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... from here to the airport and back and forth. And about five o'clock in the afternoon it'd land. It was a big thrill to go up there and watch the helicopter land. (laughter) You didn't do that?
MRS. SILVER: I didn't do that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You had other things to thrill you, huh?

MRS. SILVER: I had other things, I didn't do that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, how do you think the city's progressed over the years?
MRS. SILVER: Some of the progress has been really good. Some is mediocre. But I do think, I do wish that, that our officials could get together and do something with the mall. That vacant space is sitting there, used for nothing.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, that's coming they tell us. Real soon. They've already started.

MRS. SILVER: They've been telling us that for five years.

MR. HUNNICUTT: They've already started. They got the asbestos out of the building and stuff, so ... We'll see. I'm like you, seeing's believing, isn't it?
MRS. SILVER: Seeing's believing. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Are you involved in any church activities now?
MRS. SILVER: Oh, mercy, yes. Head over heels.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What church do you go to?
MRS. SILVER: I go to Central Baptist Church. I was the instigator or the organizer of the Senior Adults in our church. I was their president for 20 years. I was organizer of our Senior Adult Choir, the JJ Choir. I've taught Sunday school lesson, adult Sunday school lesson in that church for 30 years. I've served on every committee in the church. I volunteered at Ecumenical Storehouse and was on their Board of Directors for five, until my husband got ill and I had to give that up.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about what that is. Ecumenical Storehouse.

MRS. SILVER: Ecumenical ... It's where several, 13 or 14 churches in Oak Ridge have come together and they have household furnishings, household furniture with everything you need to furnish your house if you have a burnout, if you are abused and have to get out of the house, or if you are a single parent and you are in need. If you have a place to live, they have some furniture that you can use. And it's a really good, it's a really good organization. And the Board of Directors would meet once a month, or once a quarter, and decide with some new bylaws and some new rules, some direction to go. They are a member of United Way. A lot of the churches support them not only with used furniture but with money. Then I volunteered at the hospital as a Pink Lady for 10 to 15 years.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, what's the duties of a Pink Lady?
MRS. SILVER: Well, my duty was the PR [Public Relations]. I would go into the room, I would talk to the patient and, when they found out that I was not on the staff of the hospital, then they'd just open up and tell me what they liked and what they didn't like, what they ought to be done, how they could do better. Whether nurses were nice, whether doctors were nice, this type of thing. And so, I would just write up a report and take it back to the supervisor of the volunteers.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When, when did you stop doing that?
MRS. SILVER: I stopped doing that when I broke my leg in 2011.
MR. HUNNICUTT: So, do you think Oak Ridge Hospital is a good facility?
MRS. SILVER: Oh, I think it is.

MR. HUNNICUTT: We're lucky to have it.
MRS. SILVER: I personally would not want to go anywhere else. Now, I'm talking about personally. But yes, I think that we have the best hospital in the whole area, the whole region. And, the thing about it is, I don't understand why all Oak Ridgers have to go to Knoxville.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's same reason they're going to go to Turkey Creek to shop, I guess. (laughter)

MRS. SILVER: Probably.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Just have to do something different. Tell me what's the most amazing thing you ever have seen in your life do you think.

MRS. SILVER: Oh, dear me. I would have no idea. I'm like a chicken, I wake up in a brand new world ever morning and everything amazing for me. I would have no idea.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is there anything that you want to talk about that we hadn't talked about? That you can recall? Now's your time.

MRS. SILVER: Now's my time. Well, I tell you, I guess one of the things that, that really stands out in my mind is, I went to Brazil on a mission trip and helped build a church. I've been fortunate enough to visit all of our 50 states. I've done quite a bit of traveling. I've been to at least 18 or 19 countries overseas. I've had a busy life. I've had a wonderful life. Wouldn't change it for nothing.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Sounds like it.

MRS. SILVER: And the Lord has just blessed me beyond measure, beyond measure. So, I don't have anything to complain about, but I do whine sometimes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Would you want to live anywhere else besides Oak Ridge?

MRS. SILVER: I would not want to live anywhere else. Nowhere else. I've been asked over and over and over if I would go back to North, see, I was born and raised in North Carolina. And this is what I tell everybody. We were North Carolinians by birth but we're Tennesseans by choice. And I've been asked over and over, "Are you going back to North Carolina if ...?" No way. This is my home. This is where my friends are.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Peg, it's been an interesting and a pleasure to interview you for this Center for Oak Ridge Oral History.

MRS. SILVER: It's been nice.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And I'm sure that whoever reads your transcript will get a joy out of it because it's been a real pleasure to do this. And we want to thank you for letting us come into your home and tape this oral interview.

MRS. SILVER: I appreciate you doing this. I hope that everybody that's lived here has enjoyed it as much as I have. This is a great place to live. Great place to live. I think that if we could just get a shopping mall, boy, we would be (hands clap) on cloud nine, wouldn't we?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well ...
[End of Interview]
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