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MR. HUNNICUTT:
This interview is for the Center of Oak Ridge Oral History. The date is October 7th, 2013. I am Don Hunnicutt in the home of Mr. Robert Seyfried, 120 Tabor Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take is oral history about living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. May I call you Bob?


MR. SEYFRIED:
Call me Bob, everybody does.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Please state your full name, place of birth and date.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Okay. Robert E. Seyfried. If you want the middle name it's Edward, and date of birth is December 18, 1932, in Inglewood, New Jersey. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was your father's name?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Max.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And your mother's maiden name.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Maiden name Ruth Van Vliet.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Van Vliet?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Vliet.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And do you remember your birth -- your father's birth and his place of birth?

MR. SEYFRIED:
1909 in Frankfurt, Germany.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your mother's place of birth?

MR. SEYFRIED:
She's New York, New York.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall your grandparents name on your father's side?

MR. SEYFRIED:
His name was Max and her name was Anne or Anna.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where was their birth?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Both in Germany.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about on your mother's side of the family?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Okay. My mother's mother was born in Ireland in County Cork, I believe that's right. And my grandfather on my mother's side I don't know where he was born and I keep thinking it was Holland. His name was Janette James Van Vleit.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Your father's school and history. Tell me about that.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Okay, he went to school at a place called Tenafly, New Jersey. He went on to Cornell, first Georgetown and then Cornell. Majored in Chemical Engineering.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your mother attended school?

MR. SEYFRIED:
She went to high school in Demarest, New Jersey.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about college for her?


MR. SEYFRIED:
She didn't go to college.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And do you recall when your father and mother met and where?

MR. SEYFRIED:
I guess they met in high school, somewhere along the line when he was captain of the football team and she was the sweet little thing running around in Demarest, New Jersey.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have brothers and sisters?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I do, three sisters.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And their names are?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Maxine Connor, Linda Haffey and Brenda Griffith.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about brothers, no brothers?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I had -- well I won't get in to that one.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall where their births were?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Let's see, Maxine was born in Attica, New York, and Linda was born in Somerville, New Jersey.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about your father's work history?
MR. SEYFRIED:
My father works for John's Manville in Manville, Tennessee -- Manville, New Jersey, and then they call him out to find some engineer and with his background to interview for a job in New York where he went for a training session and moved on down here. He moved here in ‘43.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When your mother was raising children did she ever worked? 

MR. SEYFRIED:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Always at homemaker.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Always a homemaker.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now when your family came at Oak Ridge in ‘43 did you say?

MR. SEYFRIED:
My father came at ‘43, we came in ‘44. Finished out the school year and we came down right after that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you get to Oak Ridge, how the family gets here?

MR. SEYFRIED:
We went from Penn Station, New York, to Knoxville, Tennessee, Knoxville to Oak Ridge then that's where we settled down.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall how you got from Knoxville to Oak Ridge.

MR. SEYFRIED:
My father picked us up at Knoxville train station.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What kind of vehicle did he have?
MR. SEYFRIED:
1939 Oldsmobile. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So that included your two sisters as well?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Included two sisters, the third one was born in Oak Ridge -- I did not included her.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And when you first came to Oak Ridge, let’s see how old you'd been at that time?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Eleven.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what did you recall about when you first came to Oak Ridge, what do you think about Oak Ridge?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well of course I was little on the young side -- I was amazed on the amount of mud, gravel and dust and dirt and everything else like that and then when I finally started school things got a lot better because the people I was in class with are from everywhere.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall -- did you come to the gate at Elza Gate when you came in to Oak Ridge, do you remember what Gate you came through?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I keep thinking about its Edgemoor.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Okay.
MR. SEYFRIED:
And then across the bridge, it was one lane bridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was Edgemoor?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where did you first lived?
MR. SEYFRIED:
In the Guest House up in Jackson Square. They hadn't completed our house yet and then they put that house up in five days and then we moved to Cahill Lane -- 113 Cahill Lane.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of house was that?
MR. SEYFRIED:
It was a D house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Can you describe to me of what the interior of a D house look like.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well it had three bedrooms, big living room, dining room, kitchen fired by coal it was the heat and that's all I can tell you about it. It's very similar to any D house you walk in to.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was the coal kept?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Right next to the kitchen, or the coal was kept on the coal bin up by the road and then you have to go out get coal and put it on fire but I think -- I keep thinking that we -- they had somebody came by and did that. You never lock your house, you could leave the keys to your house in it. All I can remember is the heat and things like that when I first got here and the dust. The road going up there I think it had one layer of gravel over the mud to get up to the house and the house was set in the middle of the corn field which I get out and chop down with an axe or hatchet. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about your school and before you came to Oak Ridge. Where did you attend school?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Somerville, New Jersey. Kindergarten through sixth grade.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now remembering that, if you can, versus when you started at Oak Ridge school system, what do you remember different about the two school systems?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well the school system in New Jersey was a lot harder than the school system that I had down here so I more or less coasted until I caught up somewhere in the middle of high school. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what kind of dress you know your clothes you wore when you went to school in those days?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Probably a pair of blue jeans and colored short sleeve shirt in the summertime in a warm months and then on a winter time it was a long sleeve shirt, it could have been flannel or it could have been anything.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of shoes, lace up shoes or loafer type shoes?
MR. SEYFRIED:
No. Lace up.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like school before you came to Oak Ridge?
MR. SEYFRIED:
When I was in New Jersey?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah, I sure did. I got to school in a variety of different ways which is kind of different than most people would think of it. It was probably about a mile from the school house where I lived in New Jersey. You can get there by walking. It was very easy walk, all sort of a flat downhill situation or you can go down at the lake or river that was going through then when it froze over you skated down to the school take your skates off, put them around your neck and go in to school. We never had a bus, they have had them for other people but we didn't. We'd go home for lunch and then go back to school. Then you had whatever time frame it was, I can't remember, it was a half hour or an hour.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you came to Oak Ridge and you remembered living in the first house what time of the year was that?
MR. SEYFRIED:
It was July.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what did you do as a young boy of 11 years old in the middle of July?


MR. SEYFRIED:
Well the first thing I did was to find a swimming pool and the swimming pool in Oak Ridge at that time where it is right now it was nothing but a big mud pond and I can remember getting stuck in the bottom of it jumping off the side. The change house and entrance was on the other end from where it is now on the west end I guess. All-wooden shack-type situation but I can remember it from chlorine out of the wooden boat sort of sterilized what was whatever out there and the diving board and so forth was just plain wood -- planks of wood sort of a rope finished on top of them. That's all I can remember about that part. I'm trying to play football in our backyard and we would chop down the corn stalks and so forth and get out a small place to gather some of the kids in the neighborhood and play football out there. When Elm Grove opened up we played basketball in the gym and they had and in the summertime they had a sort of a recreation program right down at the school, where you could play softball and do whatever you wanted to do and that was supervised by some of the college boys and I can remember the name of the first guy who was there. It was Bill Stanton. I don't know whether if you know the Stanton family.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes I know them. How did you get to the swimming pool when you found out where it was? 
MR. SEYFRIED:
Bicycle. First time we walked but didn't know frankly where it was. It was nothing but a mud gravel road right in front of the high school down the hill and end of the pool.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you found out about where the pool was?

MR. SEYFRIED:
I guess one of the local kids told me about it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was there a lot of children in your neighborhood?

MR. SEYFRIED:
There was a -- I wouldn't say a lot but there is sufficient enough to play probably six-on-six football.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now did your father ever say anything about what his job and duties were?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Absolutely not. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Why did you think that was the case? 
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well first place he told us not to ask him what he did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Secrecy of the City. When you kids were in the first house who slept where  -- how did you determined who's going to have what bedroom?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well, Father and Mother slept in the big room. The next bedroom down in the hall -- the first bedroom down the hall was mine. Next one was Maxine and Linda's then the third one was my father and mother.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you started school in Oak Ridge at that time what was the school that you started.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Elm Grove. You got to remember now the people running everywhere in Oak Ridge. They put us in hutments down there sort of a temporary building and there were four of them put outside of Elm Grove. The school has stands or did have stands there and that was a permanent school. But hutments were fired by a coal pot belly stove where the students had to go out and get coal and bring it in. They probably had 25 students or better and each one of these hutments is two seventh grades and two eighth grades and we painted the inside of the buildings. I dropped the paintbrush on the school teacher's head and they thought I did it on purpose but it slipped down on my hand and bang went right in top of his head. I didn't go over -- or that didn't go over to well.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did the other lower grades, were there classes inside the building?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Inside the building, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you going to school there when the school caught up on fire?

MR. SEYFRIED:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Because it did and they replaced some of it later. Tell me what you thought about schooling in Elm Grove.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well, I liked it because the kids they were from everywhere so you got a different perspective of everything. The actual study work was not hard at all for me and that's the change later on. Everybody was so friendly and the kids that I went to school with in the 7th grade followed us right up through graduation at high school.
 So it was kind of an easy transition to go from Elm Grove to Jefferson. It was, back then, it was Robertsville right now and that was more or less temporary situation down there. I don't remember what was the name of the school before we got there and Wheat bounces around at the back of my mind but I keep thinking Wheat was more out toward K-25.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That's correct, that was Robertsville School before it became Jefferson. So the old Robertsville School was here before the Manhattan Project.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Okay.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So then it became Jefferson and then when the high school was built Jefferson moved up on the hill on the Kentucky where the high school was.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Give me a typical day when you started at the morning to go to school at Elm Grove if you remember. 

MR. SEYFRIED:
A fight to get in to the bathroom to get cleaned up if you had sisters and so forth and my father and everybody else. Get in there brush my teeth, eat some breakfast and head out to school. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Since you had a little bit harder schooling and you came to Oak Ridge and you tell me that it seems to be easy for you at that time, what made it easier do you think or I mean what was the difference there.
MR. SEYFRIED:
I think that most of the material they were going through at that time was the same stuff I had covered when I was in the sixth grade up in New Jersey and that time New Jersey was one of the highest rating schools in the system but is that the whole truth or not I don't know.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was the highest grade at the Elm Grove?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Eighth grade was the highest but that was -- I  went there one year and they transitioned us over to the Jefferson High School which is now Robertsville down where it is now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how do you get from your house?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Bus. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where do you catch the bus?
MR. SEYFRIED:
At the bottom of Cahill Lane.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how did you know which bus to get on, is there only one bus?

MR. SEYFRIED:
No. They run every 15 to 20 minutes or so apart and they had a sign in front over there and that’s how they displayed it back then.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And did you have to pay to ride the bus when you went to school?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I think it was a token system and you can ride all over to Oak Ridge on a token system back at that time. So we did have to pay but I don't remember how much or I'm just probably forgetting all of those kinds of details.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you were at Elm Grove were you involved in any art classes or music or anything like that?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I wasn't involved in music and I can't remember whether it had art or not.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember any of your teacher's names?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah, Ms. Stanton -- Mabel Stanton was the 7th grade teacher and we more or less did everything in that particular class. We didn't get out and change classes and so forth and that was kind of when we moved in for the 8th grade down at Jefferson.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall whether Mrs. Stanton was a young teacher or was she an older teacher.
MR. SEYFRIED:
She had to be a younger teacher, she had red hair and wear glasses and changed that red hair to a different color but anyway -- and she got later on she got married to -- I can't remember the guy’s name.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember that whether the class was loud or was it pretty well behaved.
MR. SEYFRIED:
No, it was pretty well behaved. I can remember the names of the students that were in there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Who were they?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well let's see. Nathan Wilson, Bob Hilton, Vivian McKenzie which turned in to be Vivian whoever was the head lawyer down here in town. Nanette Keys, Beverly Teeter, Riddell Nelson whose father was a sort of a captain in the CAP and they got mini rides in the plane back then which just thrilled the devil out of me.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that Sumo Air Patrol?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah, and I was trying to think of some more.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember Nathan Wilson's mother was a school teacher later on.

MR. SEYFRIED:
School teacher. Nathan and I wound up being fraternity brothers back one time and he went into the Navy, I went to the Army and he went through 20 years better in the Navy and I went 20 years better in the Army.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you went to junior high school what did you see different in junior high that you came out from the elementary school?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Changing classes so they gave you more in-depth information. You go from Math class to here to there. It wasn't one teacher teaching you the whole day long.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember any of your teachers at Junior High?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah, I remember George Plumbly. Mrs. Edwards whose son was a commentator on the news.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I remember him.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Okay and then let's see -- Nick Orlando. I remembered him; get my tail busted by him. He was famous for carrying a paddle around with him all the time. We didn't do something that you'd catch the paddle. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I think that everyone that went to Jefferson no matter where it was they remember Nick Orlando. 

MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah. That's--

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you take some different classes like shop classes or thing or --
MR. SEYFRIED:
I think everybody took shop class back at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the type of the dress that you had on junior high different from what you wore in elementary school?
MR. SEYFRIED:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Still jeans and t-shirts and --
MR. SEYFRIED:
Khakis were.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Right. Were you involved in any different clubs or things of that nature in Junior High?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Basketball team.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Who was the coach of that time?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Orlando -- wait a minute, it's Bob Stuhmiller was the coach in the basketball team. Orlando had the football team. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when you went to the high school was the high school up on the hill, above the football field.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now tell me the difference when you went to Junior High to High what did you see difference there?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I guess it’s more extreme in terms of changing classes; you changed every hour. Then in Junior High one teacher was your home room teacher and then she taught subject like English and probably Physics and whatever and then you moved to Mathematics if I'm right and then Science with Plumbly and that's all I know about that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
At the time you were at Jefferson, in physical education classes did you have to take showers at that particular time?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Uh huh.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that something that you were accustomed to or did it bother you?
MR. SEYFRIED:
It never bothered me. If it bothered them that's tough luck.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In high school did you belong to any clubs?
MR. SEYFRIED:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you play any sports in high school?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Football, basketball and then track.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Who was the track coach in high school?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Ben Martin. He was also the football coach, he was also the basketball coach. I don't know how that guy made it through the day.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember some of your teachers’ names in high school.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Mr. Hartley, I can remember him vividly. Gerald -- Ms. Gerald, Mars, Benson, Thomas and that's about the ones I remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you went to Jefferson do you remember Mrs. Lymon, she was the music teacher.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, yeah. She was the music teacher. I did take music until I found out I wasn't, clarinet or whatever, I couldn't play the clarinet.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me a little bit about high school sports that you participated in. Kindly give me a day of a, let's say track, example, what was that like?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well I was a pole vaulter and a runner. And then Ben Martin has his ideas on how do you work to approach that particular situation but he didn't know much more than we did and he made you take the pole and run a length of a hundred yards with a pole trying to get your speed up. Then I don't remember whether I found out or something from a guy at UT or not he measured out the list -- the approach track that you had to run down. You had to mark on the side, he said "If you hit those steps, you know you're going to be exactly right when the pole goes in the pocket area." Then you jump, then we had sawdust, we didn't have that all nice good stuff that they have now. We used a bamboo pole and then they came out with an aluminum one which was different from the whatever. Then they came out with a Swedish steel pole and they wouldn't -- those things were gauge by weight, if you are 145 pounds you used this pole, if you more weight you'd used this pole.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was the pole set up at the high school?

MR. SEYFRIED:
It's on the South end of the --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Football field?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Football field at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was the height that you are jumping?
MR. SEYFRIED:
We would on a good day get 11 feet.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Compared to today what is the today's height? Do you recall?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Somewhere around 19 feet but back then, I kept thinking Cornelius Warmerdam was the only man in the world who's a Dutchman and he was clearing something like 13 feet something and then the record went up to 15 feet. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were they using different poles?
MR. SEYFRIED:
They were using bamboo.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how did you learned how to do that?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well, while watching it, I said, "That would be a lot of fun." And Jack Mahoney whose father of all the Mahoney clan here in Oak Ridge, he pole vaulted to death in Rhode Island and he came out the backyard one time and showed us how to do it and so that's about it.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall the first time you went over the bar without knocking the bar down and what it felt like?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, I felt great.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the height?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, probably 8 feet.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was the highest height in high school that you cleared?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Well, I cleared in practice one time 11 and a half feet but that was practice and it wasn't in a meet.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So the high school would have track meets with others schools around the area. At that particular time did the high school travel to other schools to track meet as well?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember leaving Oak Ridge during the security time and going through those schools and what you had to do?
MR. SEYFRIED:
When you were 12 years old in Oak Ridge you’d have to have a badge and I don't recall whether we’d have to show that to them or not as we went through the gate but we’d go on a school buses. Like Knoxville High School would come and compete against us, we go over to Central High School and that's about the only ones I can remember right on top of my head.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I was told that during sporting events, in the newspaper when they reported the events, football, track whatever, they only gave first names, they never gave last names of the players for security reasons. Do you remember anything like that?
MR. SEYFRIED:
No, I don't remember. I keep thinking they had the last name in there too.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In the summertime before you graduated did you have jobs that you worked at?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah, I worked every summer at the Oak Ridge pool.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
As a lifeguard?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well here's a strange one for you. I -- first job I had at the Oak Ridge Pool, and I don't remember what time frame was probably when I was in the tenth grade or whatever. I was cleaning the bottom of the pool with a compressor hooked up to a hose to a facemask. A lead jacket you have to put on so you would go down there and scrub the bottom of the pool with a wire brush. Now that's kind of a different situation. They always used to pull jokes on you: they pull the hose loose of the compressor then you be there sucking air and you had to get out of that lead jacket and get back to the surface. It was quite a bit algae on the bottom of the pool and we brushed that with the wire brush and you could see a definitely line where it was green and push it into that suction and they had right under the high diving board.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now this was after the mud bottomless --
MR. SEYFRIED:
The mud bottomless was there, I think there were two years while we were here, and then they built the concrete pool and still tried to fill it with spring water but I think they had to substitute some of the city water in order to do that and hold two and a quarter million gallons. I thought I'd died and gone to heaven when that swimming pool got in. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I understand the water was cold on those days?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Extremely cold.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I don't think it's never been warmed?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well the lifeguards have certain stations around the pool and of course the deep end of the pool they had that raft out there. We had to get into the water to get to the raft and if you did that you stood up there freezing to death until it dried off and you always hate to be the first one to go into have to save somebody because the water was just bitter cold to me. In August it would warm up a little.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have problems seeing the bottom of the pool to clean it. Was the visibility good?

MR. SEYFRIED:
No. The visibility was fine.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what happened to the residue that you cleaned off the bottom. 

MR. SEYFRIED:
There's a big suction drain right under the high dive and you've been pushing it towards that and it would suck the algae up. I had an ear infection all the time from that silly stuff.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that only located in the deeper part of the pool, or it was all over the place?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Mainly the deeper parts.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where the sunlight couldn't get through very well.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Well I don't know whether that was -- what caused it but --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they change the top of the diving boards from the wooden roped-covered to a different board when they built the concrete pool.
MR. SEYFRIED:
No, still they had a tapered board rather than the flat, they took that -- I don't know what it was 16 x 2 board just sticking out there in the old pool. But in the new one they were tapered and you could adjust the fulcrum on the board with the wheel.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the entrance still on the west side then or do they have --

MR. SEYFRIED:
No, they moved it down to the other end.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember little like a snack stand or little food place that was on that side.

MR. SEYFRIED:
They had a snack stand back where the old entrance to the pool was which was on the west end.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you ever remember any rides and like a little carnival area in that area many years later.

MR. SEYFRIED:
I don't remember but they might be been down there. I wasn't interested in that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how many summers did you worked at the pool?

MR. SEYFRIED:
I worked there -- well if you're talking about full time, I worked there probably three. But in terms of part time work after I started to work back there in Oak Ridge, I worked there at nights and on weekends. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what they paid you for working on those days?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Very little. I know if you have to teach swimming classes in the morning and you had to teach them free and you had to be a staff instructor lifeguard in order to be hired as a guard and luckily I was happened to get that really easy so --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what's the requirements would have been to be a lifeguard on those days.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well in that day, the instructor life guard, you had to go from the junior to the senior and pass the instructor life guard.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Kind of walk me through that. I'm not familiar with how you do that I mean there's -- what is the criteria they used?
MR. SEYFRIED:
It's set up by the Red Cross and they had a format that you have to go through when they teach you the different holds and releases. You had to swim a certain decent distance. In order to do that you had to demonstrate that you could pull off these moves before you -- and they gave you artificial respiration and then which is much different than it is today.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever have to save someone?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, good Lord many times.


MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall your mother where she did her grocery shopping in --
MR. SEYFRIED:
Elm Grove? 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you go grocery shopping with her very much?

MR. SEYFRIED:
I went for many times when I could drive a car, that used to be my big thrill. I used to go to Elm Grove which wasn't a stone’s throw from where we lived.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about -- when you mother would go shopping and maybe to Town Site did she had a family car to do that or --
MR. SEYFRIED:
She didn't drive.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So before you are able to drive how did she get groceries or wait for your father before doing this.

MR. SEYFRIED:
I guess my father would make a list and my father would get her either that or she walked down to Elm Grove 'cause it wasn't that far.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was she involved to any clubs or activities?

MR. SEYFRIED:
No, she's strictly a homemaker.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember a milk delivery to the house?

MR. SEYFRIED:
No, I do not.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about paper delivery?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Yes I do, I was a paperboy at one time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What paper did you deliver for?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Jesus, I don't remember what it was the Journal or the --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is it a morning or evening?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I think it was morning.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It must have been the Journal. What about collecting lightning bugs and selling that, did you ever do that?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh yes I did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall where you went to sell the lightning bugs?

MR. SEYFRIED:
No, I don't.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember how much you got for them?

MR. SEYFRIED:
It was very little, I do remember that. We had a little glass jar and poked holes on top of the them so they can breathe and I don't -- so much a hundred or whatever.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about collecting Coke bottles for deposit and --
MR. SEYFRIED:
Again I did that and tin foil from cigarettes and --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did they do with a tin foil, you know?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Tin foil you turned it in to a grocery store. They had a some place and I don't know where they measured it by weight or what which you take the foil off the back of the cigarette packs and there's a lot of other things that had foil on the back of them but I don't remember what.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That's first time I heard about collecting thin foil. It's very interesting.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh yeah, that in fact and we also collected that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Really? Interesting.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Turned it into grocery store.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the name of the grocery store at Elm Grove?
MR. SEYFRIED:
It was Elm Grove.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What other stores did they have in Elm Grove that you remember?


MR. SEYFRIED:
They had a barber shop on one end and the other end had a Hoskin's Drug Store or McKinley was the guy that owned it that thing and he was a head pharmacist.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall a fire station down there at the shopping center.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yep, on the east  end.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you spend a lot of time at the Elm Grove Shopping Center or only when you have to go?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well we used to -- the guys use to gather  there and get a Coke or something like that and sit around shoot the bull and they had booths running down one side of the drug store and you sit at those booths.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They had a counter and a fountain --
MR. SEYFRIED:
They had a fountain, yeah, drug store and I guess some of the other items they sold there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You did most of your travels on bicycle?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Or foot.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what type of bicycle you had?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Made by JC – no, not, by Sears I believed it was a Higgins -- JC Higgins or something like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you bring it with you when you moved to Oak Ridge?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Aha, I couldn't use it right away though because of the roads.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How soon after you moved Oak Ridge, do you recall the roads being paved?

MR. SEYFRIED:
The major roads were tar and stone. There were others that -- other ones that are around town that the parts that I got to didn't get paved until four, five years after we get here. They got sidewalks and I don't remember -- even remember about the boardwalks that we went through Oak Ridge. You can go from our house all the way through the woods right over here past Elm Grove, hit boardwalk again and go all the way to Jackson Square on a boardwalk and some of them it was lighted and some of them it wasn't. I can remember the funny stories about that the guys knocked out the lights that were by this boardwalk and it would be darker than whiz. Then after going to the movies theater we'll take a shortcut and go through that boardwalk. Scared to death after some of the movies we saw and I think that one in particular stands out of my mind was “Dorian Gray” and for some reason my brother and I we remembered that Dame, it is that name that scared the whiz out of me. We walking down there counting, singing and doing everything else until I get over to my house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you attend movies?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well, wherever there was one. Let’s see let's start out here in Jackson Square, the Center, the Ridge down at Midtown when you know about that one and the Grove and Jefferson. The Midtown had benches in there, they didn't have regular seats and can you imagine sitting through a whole movie on a bench, that was a tough one.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall how much it cost to get in?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Nine cents. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about the cost of a Coke and popcorn?

MR. SEYFRIED:
I think it was a nickel bought both of them I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Which theater did you visit the most?

MR. SEYFRIED:
The Ridge and the Center ‘cause it's right here close to my house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they have cartoons on Saturday or Westerns or something for kids Sunday?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah, they had the cartoons in there and Westerns and what they call serials, I believe.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Continuation from one week to the next.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Right, it wasn't all cowboys they had to -- they were some other ones in there but I can't remember the names.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Commando Cody or something like that.
MR. SEYFRIED:
That could be, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What are some of the other places you visited in Jackson Square -- or describe how Jackson Square looked when you first went there?
MR. SEYFRIED:
It was just a little square, they named it after that square up. At the West End and down one side that goes to the Ridge Theater, it's like an L handle for a bucket or for a pan or whatever and they had grocery store and I can't remember the name of the big variety store there, they had to had 10 -- five and 10 cent store over there and then they have --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was McCrory's.
MR. SEYFRIED:
McCrory's, yeah and I can't remember the name they had several different names for the variety store that was up there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I think Taylor's was first and then Miller's came in.
MR. SEYFRIED:
I think you're right. Then I didn't have money to go there so -- and they had two drug stores. One on the end of that and one on the tip of the handle and one was called William's and the other was -- I can't remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where Big Ed's Pizza is today?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Was one, yeah. That was Williams.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The names slips me as well. It was the [Rickshaw?] Hoskin's I think ran that as well as the one in Jefferson and Clinton Service Drug Store, yeah.

MR. SEYFRIED:
I know I climbed that hill to go to high school many times, they had an ice cream store in there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There in the square by the drug store William's Drug Store?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah, right next to --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember where the steps going up to high school wood or concrete?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Concrete.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Originally they were wood but --

MR. SEYFRIED:
Well maybe it was wood and then turned to concrete -- it had to be cause of our first class full class we went up and down.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your family have a telephone?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Sure did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Are they on a party line?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Okay. That I do not remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever have any family members come to visit you in Oak Ridge before the gates were taken down?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I don't think so. A friend of mine from New Jersey came down when I was probably 12 years old and he and I thumbed back in New Jersey. Of course my father didn't know it he gave us money to catch a bus. We thought we were really smart. I saved that money and we spent it when we got to New Jersey. So we thumbed then we were 12 years old, thumbed all the way down in New York and in New Jersey.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long did it take you?
MR. SEYFRIED:
It took us two days.


MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you sleep at night?

MR. SEYFRIED:
In a back seat of a car that picked us up.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you just rode day and night 'till you get there?


MR. SEYFRIED:
Until we got there. I got caught in the rain one time and absolutely got soaked. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did the people pick people up on those days pretty free?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, yeah, you didn't have any problem with it, you can thumb anywhere. In fact when I was in college we thumbed to Jacksonville, Florida and over to Daytona Beach and then back up home.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When the cars would pick you two 12 years old up did they say anything about "What are you two boys doing out here?"


MR. SEYFRIED:
Nope.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Never questioned you anything?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Never questioned a thing. I know that one guy or two guys had picked us up and took us pretty good distance let us fall asleep in the back seat and never said a word to us. We were absolutely beat.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I can't imagined. What about how did you get back to Oak Ridge?


MR. SEYFRIED:
Bus. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That's quite a story. What were some of the other places, your family always lived in this first house?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yep. My mother stayed until ‘22. She died I think ‘02. Stayed at the same house all the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Original members of the house and bought the house [crosstalk]--

MR. SEYFRIED:
Bought it for $6,000 I believe and then stayed there almost forever.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your mother ever drive?
MR. SEYFRIED:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You didn't have more than one automobile?
MR. SEYFRIED:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of car was that?
MR. SEYFRIED:
1939 Oldsmobile and then finally got a 1950 -- it had to be a ‘50 cause I was still in high school. Mercury and they are all were sedan of course.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was this a new car for the family?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, yeah. Bought brand spanking new.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Here in Oak Ridge at the Ford Mercury Dealership?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Probably so.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What color was the car?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Light blue.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember when the announcement for dropping the bomb on Japan in ‘45, do you remember that event?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I remember -- probably I remember it but I remember when the war was over. That most vividly. Everybody gathered in Jackson Square and they were singing and dancing and so forth, I was buying newspapers for five cents and selling them for a dollar for everybody. I was running around and I have pocket full of money.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where in Jackson Square were you selling newspapers?
MR. SEYFRIED:
At the tennis courts, middle of Jackson Square, down on the main road going through there which is probably Tennessee Avenue.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever get in to the Westcott Photographs that he made of all of the --

MR. SEYFRIED:
No, but I know there's a lot of the people that were in that photograph when war ends I can name several of them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And so the people were just having a big time when that took placed?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Huge party.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did they know that the war ended, did you recall?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I guess they announced it over to the radio and then they all gathered together up there and whooped it up.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall any comments that your parents made about the war ending?

MR. SEYFRIED:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about -- do you remember when the gates were open in March of ‘49 when they had the parades and the movie stars came?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well, I remember Rod --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Cameron.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Cameron and Mary something or other --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
McDonald?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah. I can remember sitting on top of the one of the bus stops, then looking down and seeing them when they marched through the town.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In Jackson Square?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Up at Jackson Square.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you attend any of the functions on Blankenship Field or --
MR. SEYFRIED:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
-- Or down at the Old Terrace.
MR. SEYFRIED:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you remember -- how many people would you think was lining in the streets, the deep-wise when the parade came through?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well it's hard to tell because there is such a lengthy avenue down through there that --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you think there were four, five deep on each side of the streets?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah, they were.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Pretty crowded?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yes it was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the parade long?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Not that I remember. I keep thinking it was fairly short, I can remember the movie stars in convertibles. Adolphe Menjou --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That's one.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Marie McDonald and I can't remember Rod Cameron. I can't remember who else came.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So tell me after you graduated from high school, what did you do for your school and after that, what year did you graduate?
MR. SEYFRIED:
1950. I remembered I want to go join the Army at that particular time and my father said "No. I want you go to school." And so I went over to UT and once I got into seeing things over there I thought it was pretty good deal. Away from home, doing my own thing, not studying enough, too much time playing around with sports and too many hours chasing girls.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let me back you up a minute since you mentioned that. Did you date a lot in high school and if you did where did you go on a date?
MR. SEYFRIED:
To the movies. I didn't have a car and occasionally my father would let me use his car and we get in that and go to the drive-in and sneak several people in the trunk of the car --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was the drive-in located, do you recall?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Out there where -- I'm trying to think --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
K-Mart -- where K-Mart is located?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Where K-Mart is located, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did you remember at the drive-in other than sneaking guys in the trunk?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Well, we're trying to make out in the drive-in. Everybody tried that and sneaking in, getting as many in the trunk of the cars as you could get and we're lucky enough to get a date, you take her and have somebody in the back seat and have somebody in the front seat, the damn windows would get all banged up and one of the favorite parking places, I don't know brought this up in the past it was called the Overlook. You've seen cars lined up they would all fogged up windows and --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me where the Overlook was located?


MR. SEYFRIED:
It's east of the Boeing Plant and where you make a big curve. As you come up Illinois Avenue and go under the overpass, the only overpass out that way. And we lined cars up there and you could see the whole city up at that time. Lights were shining everywhere. It was really a pretty sight.


MR. HUNNICUTT:
Till the windows got fogged up.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Till the windows got fogged up and --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I also heard down on what we call Melton Lake Drive that was River Road on those days. That was another place to pull over on the side by the river.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah, and I can remember we used to go swimming in the --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Rock quarry?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Rock quarry, yeah. Work all day at the swimming pool and go over there at night or go to Big Ridge at night when one of the girls club was up there. Crazy.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the American Museum of Atomic Energy down at the Jefferson?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Yes. 


MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever attend or go there?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about that? I meant to ask earlier.
MR. SEYFRIED:
I guess I remember some of the drawings that were there by a guy named Clarence Ranch who worked there. He was the head illustrator and I can remember vividly about the Einstein I guess the portrait that he drew and some of the displays that they had down there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever attend the skating rink there across the street?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, good Lord yes and --


MR. HUNNICUTT:
Describe how the skating rink looked in your day?
MR. SEYFRIED:
It looked almost like a tent to me with wooden boards and a 4 1/2 screen about half way up to the top, they'd painted green and then the top must have been metal or some sort, I don't know. And I could remember going down there renting skates and skating around there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Wooden floor?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Wooden floor, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Could you skate very well?
MR. SEYFRIED:
No. But I grew up on ice skates and roller skates were mainly ice skates.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So there's a difference between the two --

MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah, there is.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So if you are an ice skater then it didn't mean you could roller skates.
MR. SEYFRIED:
It didn't mean you could be a good roller skater. I had tremendous balance when I was young and not so much now. But I learned and left it for a while.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How about the Snow White Drive-In, what do you remember about that?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Snow White Drive-In, we drive around that thing 400 times to see who you see. French fries for a dime and just sitting out there on the hood of the car and talking and that kind of nonsense. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they have curb service?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I think they did, I just don't remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They were famous for this little small burgers that's similar to the Krystal's but to me they were better than the Krystal's.
MR. SEYFRIED:
I think I went for the french-fries.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever go inside and eat?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember and how was it decorated inside?  
 
 

MR. SEYFRIED:
 It was decorated inside like a diner up in the North. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Bars and stools?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do they have tables as well?

MR. SEYFRIED:
I think they did one side at the back there. I'm not quite sure.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember seeing any pictures of Snow White and the little Dwarfs along at edge of the ceiling?
MR. SEYFRIED:
No, I don't remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That may have came later. What about special events or places while you were here in Oak Ridge that you remembered before you went to college. Do you remember or recall anything other than what we talked about the gate opening and the dropping of the bomb?

MR. SEYFRIED:
 Well the day they closed the swimming pool was a special event and back at that time I was not only a lifeguard, I was a clown diver. Going off the board and doing all kinds of crazy stuff and I remember using a siren after we stole one off this dormitory with a fire siren and used to run that as high as we can get it run down and get up the high dive and go off. There was about five of us that did that for a number of years. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Who are the others?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Jack Cornett, Teri Reid, Camper Hack and Dicky Hendrick and --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did it all get started?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I guess I started it. I don't know Smokey Way might have started it the year before I got there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was -- who is he just another --
MR. SEYFRIED:
He was a lifeguard.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Lifeguard.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
 Do you remember who is in charge of the swimming pool?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Well yeah, a guy named – Jesus, I know his name, Ben Martin was down there and there's he would hire everybody.


MR. HUNNICUTT:
Call you?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah. I can't remember, I should know his name but it -- it doesn't come up.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your family do anything for pleasure or fun as a family back on those days?

MR. SEYFRIED:
My father worked shift work so we were kind of staying put and not doing a lot of things but every year we would drive back to New Jersey to see relatives and friends and so forth and that was a biggie. We got to stay in a motel one time up Kudzu Caverns -- Virginia Caverns or something, they have to move to a hotel there and they had a swimming pool there. I could remember that but the water was green as you could possibly think of but I still jumped in it. We used got to buy something, we bought a little pluck of crazy stuff on it and two of us would ride in the seat one would be laying in sort of the back of the seat that has a little rest back there, curl back there. Hotter than whiz there's no such thing as air conditioning back on those days.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What time of the year did you usually --
MR. SEYFRIED:
Usually summer.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
A week spent?
MR. SEYFRIED:
A week, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Week past pretty quickly.
MR. SEYFRIED:
It surely did when you're trying to visit all the relatives and friends and so forth.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember doctor's making house calls?
MR. SEYFRIED:
No, I don't.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever have to go to the Oak Ridge Hospital?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, I did yeah. And I don't know whether they call it growing pains or whatever it is but I got a terrible pain down this leg and my father carried me up to the Emergency Room and the doctor finally came out and said, "This is growing pain." 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How old are you at that time?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I was in high school, I don't remember exactly.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now you progressed out of Oak Ridge and went to UT while you were over there what did you major in and why do you major in --
MR. SEYFRIED:
Engineering to start with and I found out quickly that I was not going to be an engineer. I switched to something else and I switched again, I switched later to education then to fine arts and so just bounced around and I had to stay in school little longer and the Army would wait a bit to get me and I finally get out.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when you are at UT were you active in any sports over there?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah, track, swimming.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you go on any scholarships or anything.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Well, if you want to call it that. It was a scholarship. What they did is a track and swimming program is also funded by the football program and what they did was take -- they give them like five scholarships for swimming. They took that five scholarships and they busted it up so that 15 people could used it. One of them made it but one man would get a tuition and another one make it whatever and so for part of the time, yes else tuition back then was $50.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your family, how would you class your family as low income middle or --

MR. SEYFRIED:
Middle.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
All right. So your father makes a decent wage when he was working?

MR. SEYFRIED:
He was a chemical engineer, I can remember him telling me one time that he made a $1,000 a month. To me I thought, “My God, you guys are wealthy as you can –“
MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, that was a lot of money.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well, and he was -- he had a good job. We didn't want for anything, we asked for a very little and we had all the clothes and stuff that you need.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well how was Christmas time at your house? Kind of describe that, that you can remember.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well I can remember back in New Jersey, we never even saw a Christmas tree until Christmas morning and how the heck did he do it, I’ll never know. But we got a fair enough amount of toys and so forth and we got down to Oak Ridge, he went out and bought the tree and then we all decorated the tree and that sort of thing. We got some of the things we asked for and some of the things we didn't. So I accepted it wasn't like it is now where you indulge the kiddies with all the toys and all that kind of good nonsense. We all got about two or three and that was it. I remember that I used to -- he at that time he could play a violin, he could play his xylophone and he could play the piano. Then my sister wound up playing the piano and so we had pretty joyous time at Christmas.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your father have an accent?
MR. SEYFRIED:
No. He came over when he is 16 months old from Germany and they went through Center Island and all that kind of good nonsense.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your mom, did she have an accent?
MR. SEYFRIED:
No, not at all.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let's go back to UT and what did you do in the track program that you took.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Pole vault.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what did you learn at UT that was different than you had in high school from pole vaulting?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Of course you got a little taller, you got a little stronger and I can remember using some of the pole vault and tall poles that looked like they were ancient and broke seldom, broke one in SCC meet one time and I landed flat at my back. God I thought I was dead. I don't think you'd learned much different back in those days. They held a pole in two hands and what you're supposed to do is slide that bottom hand into the top. Now they keep them apart. Graphite poles that they jumped with and of course the height is going up significantly and that's about the only thing is different I think. They did have at that time still saw dust to land in. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
We were talking about pole vaulting, then you were describing the technique when you were at UT. Did you have any kind of conditioning program at UT for pole vaulters?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well it's a strange thing. I'm trying to remember who the coach was. Johnny [Science?] I think was the coach and then these guys they probably coached in basketball or something else and they bring them over and let them handle the track people and they didn't last on the track. They go to a meet, they’d drive in a separate car and you wouldn't see them until the meet started and you would not see them until it was over with. I was there when Doug Atkins threw the shot put, he would high jump and -- I jumped and Alf Hamburg was the only guy on the track that had a full scholarship. They’d get the other ones from the football team or the basketball team and they would perform in the track meets that came around.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what does this particular student that was on scholarship, what his -- what did he do for the track team? Is he a runner or --
MR. SEYFRIED:
Who?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The one was on the full scholarship.
MR. SEYFRIED:
He was from Sweden. He got a full track scholarship, full ride.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But he was a runner?
MR. SEYFRIED:
He was a runner. They'd used to practice running from Knoxville to Oak Ridge. Now that was a pretty good feat back at that time when the sides of the roads were nothing but gravel. I try to remember the other guy’s name and they compete not only in track but cross country.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have special shoes to wear?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Describe those shoes.


MR. SEYFRIED:
They had spikes and not the only front part of the shoe but they also had them in the heel. They were called the field shoe and then the runners had the spikes only in the front.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were those the type shoes you had in high school?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Yes. We lack for nothing in terms of stuff in the high school. Oak Ridge was absolutely recreation paradise compared to some of these other town around here. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of surface was the tracks made out of.

MR. SEYFRIED:
It was cinder. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The same running area for the pole vault was the same with the track?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Yes, we have a center path that runs down there that is probably this wide and then the pit as they called it was saw dust or cut up pieces of Styrofoam and mainly it was saw dust. I can remember a pole breaking on me one time when I flew clean through the pit and landed on my back on the other side on the bare ground.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have a -- you described the box where the pole was inserted in and then you got leverage to get over the bar. Was there a takeoff board or something like that in the end of the track?
MR. SEYFRIED:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So it was cinders and then you takeoff from there?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Cinders, hand down through there and then you would -- what you would do is they give us spikes about this long and had a like a broom handle on top of it with each in a different color for each runner, each pole vaulter and you could stick those in the ground to mark your steps. So you got your steps down right and you hit the box right it made your jump a lot more accurately than you did it otherwise.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So the whole technique was in the steps prior to planting the pole?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well you gain your speed as long as you had to step down right and then you hit the box and went over the thing gave you a better chance to go in higher. There is a technique of course of bringing your feet up over your head and then pushing off the pole.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So basically you learned that on your own not from any of the teachers?


MR. SEYFRIED:
I learned it from Mr. Mahoney. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how did you do as a pole vaulter at UT overall?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Lousy. I never did win one, let's put it that way, and I came in second a lot of times and of course third but I wasn't a star in it, let's put it that way, and trust me this -- let me tell you how this came about. The swimming season ends and the track season started and they came around and asked anybody if they could run track or pole vault. No one put their hand up for anything, so I said, "I pole vaulted in high school." He said, "Well, you're it.' So that's how it came around.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you swam for UT as well?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Uh huh.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was your category that you swim in?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I swam all mostly but I did swim individually Medley, the 440 and the Backstroke 200. So you are pretty tired after that day.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were some of the heights that you dove out off?
MR. SEYFRIED:
It was strictly a three foot -- I mean premier board which is almost ten feet and then we have a high dive at Tennessee when I was over there and to keep from hitting the ceiling in the pool -- the old pool -- old, old pool which it was one of the basements of the -- I can't remember the name of the gymnasium but it was before any of these new ones and you had to keep watching from hitting the ceiling, that's how --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that in the basement of the Stokely Athletic Center? 

MR. SEYFRIED:
No. It was -- in the basement of the Alumni Gym.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how deep was the water to you when you are diving in to?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Eight feet which is not very deep.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How do you control your dive when you enter the water to keep you from hitting the bottom?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Well the whole secret in that in order to keep from making a damn fool out of yourself is to go down and make as little splash as possible and then hit the bottom with your hands.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So what was the type dive that you performed?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Well back at that time they were pretty simple compared to today's like 1 1/2, 2 1/2 back dive, twist dive those kinds of things. Very basic compared to the dives that they do these days.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So did you have any instructions to teach you the technique to those dives?

MR. SEYFRIED:
More or less picked it up by yourself.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What else did you do at UT? Did you belong to any sororities or fraternities.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Fraternity. I belong to a fraternity.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Fraternities, not sororities. You’d like to belong to sorority would you?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, God yes if they can sneak me in. I made the homecoming decoration for our fraternity for the years I was there and we won three out of four ofthem so.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Talk to me a little bit about your art background, I know that some of your drawings I see on the table were quite interesting. How did you get interested in drawing?

MR. SEYFRIED:
When I was a kid up in the New Jersey I used to copy the Funnies and I had a real fixation with the Blackhawk comic books and used to follow them and tried to sketch them out and so forth just to see what I can do. That kind of get me interested to start with.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you collect comic books as a kid?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, God yes and I threw away a fortune out of this my mother's house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I think all of us threw away a lot of money in comic books.
MR. SEYFRIED:
I had them though, I had them in an orange crate in the attic and my mother wanted me to clean the attic out even though she could never get up there. She wanted to clean the attic out so I took the orange crate full of comic books out of that my attic or her attic and threw them out for the garbage collection.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So in your art progress did you have any idea that you'd like to pursue that as a profession?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Not really 'cause I knew I wasn't good enough. I had an instructor at UT called Professor Ewing -- Amad Ewing and I found out that I wasn't the hotshot artist that you need to be to use to it for a living.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So when did you graduate from UT?


MR. SEYFRIED:
‘54.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And then the military got a hold of you?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Right away.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
ROTC?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was your rank when you went in to the military?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Second Lieutenant. You got to realized that before that I was a private whatever and I was for two years I had to go through that regime but I went in a second lieutenant the second time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that a mandatory, I guess, class that you had to take?
MR. SEYFRIED:
I think it was, I think that every male student had to be, or take ROTC for two years. It's been a Land Grant University. At that time because of the Korean war was still humping along until 1953, October of ‘53. So they were grabbing people out of college. The minute they graduated and sometime they took you before you graduated.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about some of the classes in ROTC?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well of course in the basic classes you learned to march and do many of arms and that kinds of things plus the fact they got into the different types of grenades and the different types of mines and how they laid out, simple warfare by squad and by platoon and that was the major part of it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have a certain type of uniform?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah, they gave you a uniform when we went in ROTC at the UT and then when you got ready for your junior and senior year they gave you a regular Army uniform. They called it pinks and greens. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So how many days out of the week or how many hours did you have to attend ROTC class?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well we had to go to class every day. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long were the classes?
MR. SEYFRIED:
They had -- an hour, and then they -- you had to drills on a -- usually on a Thursday afternoon. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
This would teach you how to march and --

MR. SEYFRIED:
Right, and teach you how to command and that kind of stuff, because when you get in your senior year your probably a platoon leader. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like the ROTC?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, yeah. I really liked it. I didn't have any problems when I went in the Army. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you were inducted in the Army as a second lieutenant and where did you go to from --
MR. SEYFRIED:
Fort Benning, school for boys.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that Georgia?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Uh huh.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long was your basic training there?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Ten weeks I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And then you went where?

MR. SEYFRIED:
First place I went was the lovely Greenland, Iceland, Labrador, Baffin Islands and Futonland. Lovely place to go.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how long were you in the military?


MR. SEYFRIED:
Well I was in the -- on active duty for three years and you had to serve six so I came out and found out to that you could get an extra two weeks of pay by going into the active reserve and I got in to an infantry unit up in Lake City, I think it was. They had to have a slot open at first for you to get in to.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you get out of the military and came to the reserves you came back to Oak Ridge?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Came back to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what year would that have been?
MR. SEYFRIED:
‘58 or something like that, ‘57.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where did you live in Oak Ridge when you came back?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well the first place was an Arrowwood Lane over here and then the next place was in the Woodland Houses and then -- well I will go back. The first place we moved into was Woodland School -- not Woodland but Linden. They had an Army barracks built in there it was 11 months -- $11 a month for a rent for that. And then the next place I moved it was $19 a month and then moved into E1 Apartments and then --

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did you see different about Oak Ridge when you came back then when you left?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well nothing really. Essentially the same -- I don't remember whether their Downtown area was built then or not.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
This is ‘58 --
MR. SEYFRIED:
That's about the only difference I saw.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Population was down quite a bit.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah, I think it was 28,000 and I don't think it's changed 30 years or better.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, were you married at the time?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you meet your wife?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Oak Ridge Swimming Pool.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you married before you went to college or when did you get married?

MR. SEYFRIED:
No, after. At college we got married and went in to service.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was her name?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Felice. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where were you married?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Where were we married? Saint Mary's Church.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And -- so when you came back and you first lived in the dorm down next to Linden School is that where you said?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And, then you had children?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Uh huh.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many and what were their names?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well there are three, Mark Scott, Michael Paul, Michele Marie.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They were all born in Oak Ridge?
MR. SEYFRIED:
No. One of them was born in Toledo, Ohio, one born in Newtonland, one born in Oak Ridge. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So overall the years that you lived in Oak Ridge how do you seen the City changed?

MR. SEYFRIED:
It turned into an old folks home. Mainly there's been some of the improvement, some of the buildings and things like that but not a whole heck a lot when you get right down to it. This is a B House regardless of how you like this place. They’re only supposed to last for 10 years and here we are working on what?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Seventy years. Tell me a little bit about your work career here in Oak Ridge.

MR. SEYFRIED:
Well, I went to worked at the plant as a draftsman in a Wage and Salary Department.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Which plant was that?
MR. SEYFRIED:
K-25. Worked there for a while and they converted over to a Graphics Art Department and I went in to there as a senior draftsman or whatever and then we stayed in there, I got turned into an illustrator and I was there. Got out of the Graphics Department and got into the Employment Business. I started out first handling the non-technical which is secretary and that type of people. Then after that I went to Y-12 took on technical employment and the -- I got here at a point at Y-12 I took over the employment department at Y-12 and until my brother came along and got moved over to Y-12 in a managerial position and they said, "Hey we can't have this. Move back to K-25.” So we moved back to K-25 and took over the all employment at K-25 which is about 5,000 people or so. From there, let's see, they got a big layoff and handled the big layoff and then moved up town and handled all area employment for all three plants.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Then did you were transferred to town, where was that?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Cheyenne Building where Cheyenne Medical is today. Just a damn old World War II barracks building.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Dormitory converted.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Yeah. Well those were World War II barracks. Anyway took overall Army employment, heavy on the security inspectors. They were building the security  forces at that time and it wasn't uncommon for me to interview more than 25 people a day for security and of course everybody and his cousin were trying to apply for at that time.  Mainly I wanted to take people who have been in the service and that soon changed to interviewing blacks and women. You had to reduce the requirements for that and it got to be very difficult to find a woman who could pass their running requirements and a black who could pass the shooting requirements. I finally got that situation taken care of and then they decided to shutdown Center Employment up here and scatter us to the wind and then we went out find jobs elsewhere. So I worked in the Radiation Protection Upgrades at K-25 which is handling the clothing and setup spots to get in and out at the plant. So if you don't carry half of the radioactivity home with you and I'd finished out my career there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you know what transpired? What was happening at K-25 when you were down there, what they are doing? What's the process was?
MR. SEYFRIED:
Oh, yeah. They were in the energy program at that time and trying to make it go.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What's the most amazing thing that you have seen in your life time do you think?

MR. SEYFRIED:
The most amazing thing that I have seen in my life time, you're talking about work related?


MR. HUNNICUTT:
Anything.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Johnny Weissmuller, diving off the platform in New York's Fair, 1939. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How high is the platform?
MR. SEYFRIED:
You imagine that thing is a 100 feet up and I'll probably won't go 50 feet.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now Johnny Weissmuller is Tarzan in the movie wasn't he?


MR. SEYFRIED:
He's Tarzan.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
He was Tarzan of all Tarzans.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Right, and it just thrilled the hell out of me, not only that they had an ape, we went to a bar Bailey's Circus in New York, and they had a gorilla in a cage and they gave him a rubber tire. He took that rubber tire and made a figure eight out of it and like it was nothing and that's amazing. I get turned on easy.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is there anything we hadn't talked about that you like to talked about?

MR. SEYFRIED:
Well not really unless you want me to bore you with facts and figures about the plant that is now once was -- it's classified and not anymore.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Give me a few of the facts and figures.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well I have to read them 'cause I don't -- I can't recall.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Which plant are you referring to?
MR. SEYFRIED:
K-25. Well, fact that the plant used 1/10 of the electricity in the United States at one time. I don't know if you have that down or ready or not and -- let's see and, I guess, August the 15th, 1945, they had the cascade in full operation which means the K-25 plant and I guess I can't bore you with figures of the cascade and what it means but it was just like turning one isotope into another. Then the -- let's see, okay in 1946 the electromagnetic separation facility in Y-12 was shutdown. Let's see, construction of the K-25 plant from 1949 to 1951 construction of the plant in Oak Ridge. Then -- I'm sorry, that was the K-29. The plant was made up of course by K-25 first and then it went from K-25 to K-27 to K-29 to K-31 and K33 which designation was worthy they came up with the K numbers I don't know. There are all kinds of stories to flipping around and how they name this places about of a military maps and all kinds of nonsense, I never believed in any of that. Then I could tell you about the Duke Plant but I don't think you want to know that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall how big the K-25 building was?
MR. SEYFRIED:
It's a mile long but I can tell you exactly here in a second. I don't remember how many -- how much cubic concrete they used but it was a ton. Let's see, okay, here K-25 is the K-25 building took 400,000 yards -- cubic yards of concrete and 35,000 tons of structural steel and 15 million board feet of lumber and they cost in the neighborhood of $347,279,000. Then the K-27 plant. The rest of them were all listed here also. Strange thing I just happen to be going through some old paperwork I had run across this. It's somewhere in here how big that sucker is -- I can't find it right now. I know the building is a mile long going down one side if you cross the bottom side and going back to the other side and I don't remember exactly how wide it is. 


MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well Bob it's been my pleasure to interview you and I believe your oral history will be a tribute to the history of Oak Ridge. I want to thank you very much for letting me interview you today.
MR. SEYFRIED:
Well I appreciate the time and I don't know whether I bored you or did whatever with you and I hope I've given you some information or facts that may be beneficial.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You certainly have. We thank you very much.
MR. SEYFRIED:
All right. Good enough.

[End of Interview]
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