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MR. MCDANIEL:  So what I’m going to ask you about is kind of like, how did you come to Oak Ridge, and what did you do, and we’ll just let the questions lead, and we’ll talk a little bit about the newspaper, and things such as that, so, nothing really formal, just kind of a general idea of what I want to talk to you about a little bit.

MR. HILL:  All right, I’ll do my best!

MR. MCDANIEL:  So tell me a little bit, tell me how you ended up in Oak Ridge.

MR. HILL:  Well, the newspaper was founded by my mother and father, and they had been solicited by the Atomic Energy Commission back in 1948 to, they’d been trying to find somebody to start a paper here, and they’d been unable to.  People in Tennessee didn’t think Oak Ridge was going to last, so they refused, the Tennesseean people and others.  So, the man who was the public relations for the Atomic Energy Commission had worked for the Kansas City Star, and he, when, a scientist’s job of finding somebody, went to his old editor, Roy Roberts at the Kansas City Star. Roberts said, “The only person I know who’s fool enough to do that is Alfred Hill.”  And he came to see my father who was then publisher of the Chester, Pennsylvania Times, and my father was interested. he sold his interest in the only paper he owned at that time, and he, so he had the funds, and he did a good bit of research, but he figured that it could be a success here.  And Don McKay who was his advertising manager in Chester came down here to be publisher, and Dick Smyser, who was a young, eager beaver reporter on the Chester Times, had come there right after getting out of the service, a Penn State graduate, he came down to be editor.  And it’s always been my feeling that my father liked Dick Smyser particularly because my father saw in Dick Smyser, the way that he was when he was that age.  They were both small in stature and very aggressive and eager.  And the paper did succeed under Don McKay’s tutelage, and they did very well.  I got out of the Army, I had been drafted in the Army during the Korean War, and after I got out of the Army, I went to Florida and worked on a weekly paper in Coral Gables, Florida, and subsequently worked on a Spanish-Language daily there as the advertising manager.  (clears throat) And my father kept trying to get me to come back to Oak Ridge, come to Oak Ridge, my father never, my mother and father never lived in Oak Ridge.  So I came, in 1961, I’d been here as a college student in the summer of ‘51, but hadn’t been back since then, except to visit.  So that’s how I got here, and that was a long answer, I’m sorry.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That’s quite all right.  So when you came to Oak Ridge, what did you do?

MR. HILL:  Well, I was, had an official title as business manager, and I was assigned, I did advertising, I covered city council, I covered school board, I covered county commission, got to know Horace Wells over in Clinton. When Don McKay decided to retire, I became publisher.  I think that had something to do with my father. That was 1968.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That was 1968 and you stayed publisher until?
MR. HILL:  1987, when the paper was sold, and it was sold, my sister was part owner, my parents had died, my sister lived in Orlando, Florida, she was a music teacher in the schools there, and, (pause) there were family reasons that it was necessary to sell it.  And it wasn’t because I didn’t want to be in the newspaper business, I missed it afterwards, very badly, and I knew I was going to miss it, but I made arrangements for that.   

MR. MCDANIEL:  So tell me, in your years with the Oak Ridger, what were some of the big stories?  What were some of the big issues that Oak Ridge had to deal with?
MR. HILL:  Well, I think the transition from a town built in haste and war, with temporary housing. Then going through the ‘50’s, they went through these very important things for the community, where they had the property disposal, which was huge, and the other central topic was the incorporation, and the, I think that proved to a lot of people, the importance of a local newspaper, because Dick Smyser turned out to be an incredibly good local, small-newspaper editor.  They covered those two things, which were vital to Oak Ridge, and I think they are the, in many ways, the biggest stories in Oak Ridge as far as the community goes.  A small paper in a community the size of Oak Ridge, what they have to do is cover the community, the school board, the city council.  This is much more important than covering what’s going on at the plants, although that was important too.  (Clears throat) Excuse me.  The other thing that I got heavily involved in with Gene Joyce and some others, was trying to get industry here, which industry didn’t want to come here, because, because of the high unionization of the plants, because of the higher wages, which were paid to the employees at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, and Y-12 and K-25, which did exist then.  A lot of people were trying to get industry here, of the normal type of industry. Clinton had a very effective industrial organization to seek industry, but they were trying to get, you know, tire plants, and things that were normal, and they just weren’t ever going to come here.  And, so, we started an organization called the Roane Anderson Economic Council, which now is East Tennessee Economic Council, and sought industry that would have some affinity with what was going on here in Oak Ridge now, or then. And if you look around and there’s hardly any industry in Oak Ridge, which is not, in some way, tied in with the plants.  And so that’s what we did.  But first we had to change a whole lot of rules that the Oak Ridge National Laboratory had that prevented industry from coming here.  For example, people who worked in the Oak Ridge National Laboratory, could not be, assist in any way, with industry in areas of their expertise.  That had to be changed, and it has been changed.  Any patents that came about, were not allowed to be used, so there were a lot of things that had to be done. Some of those things didn’t really get done until Martin Marietta came in 1984 after Carbide gave up the contract.  You know, one of the industries that was started, and this was started about 1960, was ORTEC [Oak Ridge Technical Enterprises Corporation] and that was a, turned out was an accident that that happened.  It was founded by, I think, six or seven or eight Oak Ridge National Laboratory Employees, some of them still live here, and it turned out to be an enormously successful industry.  But Alvin Weinberg, who was head of the Laboratory at that time, was out of town. They came, the people who wanted to start this came and said, “Is this all right for us to do this?” And Floyd Culler, who was deputy to Alvin, said, “Yeah, that’s all right.”  And I’m making this a little bit simplistic, but that’s about the way it happened.  When Alvin came back, he said, “Well, that was not, we shouldn’t of done that,” but, it was too late.  And I’ve talked to Alvin since then, and he said, “That is, exactly the way it happened. I didn’t think it was the right thing to do, but it turned out it was.”  That’s the way industry in Oak Ridge is going to come about, is spin-off industry, from the Laboratory, and Y-12.  

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well that’s interesting, I’d never heard that before, about the industry in Oak Ridge, and I know there’s lots of it now.

MR. HILL:  One of the industries that’s been very successful here is Boeing.  And Boeing came here because they had, they were a candidate for making the centrifuges for the new method of enriching uranium.  And there were two other companies that were vying, three companies that were vying for that. I don’t remember exactly the details, but one of the members of Roane Anderson decided that Boeing ought to come here, and that was Don Maxwell, who at that time was the head of the Bank of Oak Ridge.  The bank that had been started by people in Oak Ridge.  And he just made that a, something that he worked on just about all his waking hours.  And the rest of us helped him, but he was the, he was the lead person.  And he finally got, he probably made more trips out to Seattle to visit with Boeing than anybody can imagine.  And the rest of us took time to go with him probably two or three times each, but he went every time.  And Boeing came here.  And Boeing is still here, and they’ve become a good corporate citizen.  And over the years, their mission here has changed, but now I think they’re doing work solely for Boeing, at one point they were doing other types of work.  And they did something very interesting when they came here, they didn’t just, you know, buy an acre and build a plant, they bought a big tract of land, which they still own, and it’s been a, I guess, that’s probably, the things they could do there, the versatility of the things they could do with that kind of land mass, has helped them stay here, I think.  I don’t know that, I think, that’s an opinion.  But SAIC, is an employee-owned company, and they’re one of the biggest private industries in Oak Ridge now, but they do a lot of contract work for the government.  They came here because Pete Craven, who is one of Oak Ridge’s most outstanding entrepreneurs, started a small SAIC outpost here.  He met with the people, he started this company, he’d worked for some other companies and he’d worked for the Laboratory. I think when he had it they probably had seven or eight employees (clears throat).  But, and I, he left and went into other things, but that was a perfect kind of industry to be in Oak Ridge, because they had an affinity for what was being done at the Laboratory and other places.  And that’s growing and that’s one of the biggest industries in Oak Ridge now, and another good corporate citizen. 
MR. MCDANIEL:  Do you think that, the reason that you’re talking about, is the reason now that Oak Ridge doesn’t really have any industry, other than what’s related to the technological?
MR. HILL:  Well, I just don’t think, yeah, I think that’s the reason, that industries that don’t have some reason to be here because of what’s already here, won’t come.  Dave Boling, who used to be in charge of the, used to be head of the industry-seeking in Clinton, and has now, then became county executive. He was visiting one of these companies in New York once that seeks places for industry to come, and he saw a circle around, he was standing in this guy’s office that had a map of the US, and it had a red circle around Oak Ridge.  And he said, “What’s that for?” And he said, “Well, that’s for places that we’re not interested in because there’s something that, that don’t really appeal to normal industries.” He used the word “normal,” other than technical industries, because of the things I’ve mentioned before, the high unionization, the high wages, the government domination was one of the biggest reasons. That’s why people don’t want to come here unless they come here for the reason, because the government’s here, because we have high-tech industry, and because they’re not afraid of unions.  And a lot of companies aren’t afraid of unions.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Mmm, hmm, well that’s interesting.  So how have you seen besides industry, how have you seen the city change in the time that you’ve been here and, what are some of the big strides that the city has made as a, maybe, not just the city, city government, but maybe the people of Oak Ridge.
MR. HILL:  Well, that’s huge.  I’ll talk about some of the things that I know something about. The, one of the things that is a really conundrum about Oak Ridge is that we have grown and we have gotten, the plants have grown, we’ve gotten new industry.  But the population has remained, I came here in 1961, permanently, and the population was 27,000.  The population is still 27,000.  Have built a lot of new homes, haven’t torn down any of the old cemestos, but the reason is that the people who lived in the old cemestos, in many cases, they still live there. It’s a wonderful place to live. their kids are out of school, and they’ve moved out of town, and now, where you had a D cemesto with two parents and three or four children, now you’ve got a D cemesto with two parents but no children. They’ve all moved, gone other places.  And, so the population’s remained the same, and the, at the same time, the percentage of employees at the Laboratory and Y-12, who live in Oak Ridge, has gone down from 65% to about 28%.  I think there’s some things happening now that may change that.  We have more building of new homes, and I think the kind of homes that might attract people who work at the plants here, to live here.  You know, we need, we need people to live at home.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  And is that the reason that you think, because the housing just wasn’t available, the type of housing that they would want to live in?  The reason they move, you know, they’re living in Farragut and Knoxville or whatever.
MR. HILL:  I think that was largely it.  The housing that existed, you know, the cemestos, by 1990, they were, what, 40 years old, and (clears throat) people were looking for new homes.  And yet, there wasn’t any.  What we should have done, and this was probably, at the newspaper, we probably didn’t push this enough back in the ‘60’s, ‘70’s, and that’s to annex surrounding area. By the time it really, there really was an investigation of how to go about doing that, it was really too late, because Clinton had annexed some space over, and people who had moved out of Oak Ridge because they didn’t want to live here. They were surrounding Oak Ridge and they didn’t want to be annexed.  So, we do have a lot of land, one of the biggest, probably the biggest city in Tennessee, as far as square miles. But, you know, at one time, 75% of the land was owned by the government and it’s still, not that high anymore, because they have transferred a lot of land.  Now some land is opening up, in the west end, like right where we are right now, this, this was government land until how many years ago, not too many years ago.  (Clears throat) My voice has left me, I’m sorry.
MR. MCDANIEL:  That’s all right, that’s good, that’s exactly what I wanted you to talk about.
MR. HILL:  We had some, the Roane Anderson [Economic Council], we had some success besides Boeing, we did get some people looking at, we testified before Congressional committees sometime trying to get changes. But the changes that really made it possible for the kind of technology transfer that they have now at the Laboratory, and they have a wonderful program there now, that’s expertly run, and it’s, it will bring more industries here.  UT [University of Tennessee] Battelle is dedicated to try to bring more industry here.  (Clears throat) And they’re doing a good job, but now, they didn’t have the problems that we had back in the ‘60’s and ‘70’s.  We did, we were able to get in-lieu-of-taxes, that’s been, it still is a problem.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Tell me about in lieu of taxes, tell me about that.
MR. HILL:  Well, when the town was incorporated in 1959, there was, been, I can’t be absolutely accurate about this, but there was written into the law that there would be in-lieu-of-taxes paid.  The idea was that they wanted to keep the taxes for the citizens of Oak Ridge roughly equivalent to equivalent towns in Tennessee.  So that, if, in Elizabethton or Kingsport or Athens, they were paying so much on their, on the value of their home, well the Oak Ridge citizens would pay about the same (clears throat).  And they wrote in that they would pay in lieu of taxes, I’m not sure they used that term, but that’s the term that the citizens have used, the government hates to say that they pay in-lieu-of-taxes.  And it was based on a, on the tax rate, they paid a certain amount of the tax rate of Oak Ridge, and, but they, they, they incorporated in 1959, and by 1961, ‘62, the government was trying to say, “Well, we’re not going to do that anymore, you need to get industry and build.”  Well, you just can’t, there’s no way this city’s ever going to get enough industry to make up for the fact that three huge plants, taking up, at that time, 75, 70 to 75% of the land mass of Oak Ridge paid no taxes.  And the, the in-lieu, so they couldn’t cut out the in-lieu-of-tax.  And that’s one of the first things that Roane-Anderson worked, made, Gene Joyce was the leader of that.  Gene Joyce was one of the, one of the great people in this town.  Did you get a chance to interview him?  I’m sorry.  He and Frank Wilson in the 1950’s had been, uh, involved in all the work on incorporation and land transfer both (clears throat).  But he continued his interest in trying to keep an adequate in-lieu-of-tax, and that went through several different embodiments. At one point, we, the counties got nothing, they, they were getting paid based on the value of the property, as it was acquired in 1942, and it’s pretty much the way they’re paying now.  And so the counties at that time were getting something like $60,000 a year, both Roane and Anderson county, and we talked to Howard Baker, and he saw that this was unfair. He had a public hearing at the brand-new museum, incidentally, and had a committee from the Senate here, and (pause) lots of people testified, and the result was that he got legislation through Congress to increase the in-lieu-of-tax paid both to Roane and Anderson county, and this was about 1975.  From then on they got about a million dollars a year each, which made a huge difference in trying, for them trying to attract industry, citizens and things like, residents.  That was one Roane Anderson thing that was another thing that we were very proud of at Roane Anderson was that Carbide, they didn’t really invest in the community. They were good people to run the plants, they were outstanding, but their investment in the community each year was equivalent to about six cars that they bought at the Buick place.  So when they had the new contract, we saw this as an opportunity to somehow build into that contract, that the new contractor would do more for the community.  And that became known as Volume 4, and it was, it was successful because of Howard Baker, and Jim Sasser and Marilyn Lloyd, who worked together on that.  And Volume 4 was a thing that said that the people who were bidding on the contract had to say what they would do for the community, which, it was really interesting, because there was no way to make sure that they did what they said they were going to do, of whoever got the contract.  But Martin Marietta got the contract and they lived up to what they said they were going to do, and they, they spent about 10% of their annual fee that they got on things for the community.  And it really made a big difference.  I’m afraid that we haven’t really stuck with that, and made all the contractors live up to that, but UT Battelle has, on their own, has done a magnificent job.  And you’ve got to give them a lot of credit for taking an extreme interest in the community. 
MR. MCDANIEL:  So their contract, so Martin Marietta, they spent about 10% of their contract.  
MR. HILL:  That’s right, they got that contract in ‘84, and they did that as long as they were here.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right? Wow.   What were some of the things that they did?
MR. HILL:  Well, they made sure that all their top executives lived in Oak Ridge.  They, Lord, how can I forget the things that they did.  But they’re not coming to me right now.  
MR. MCDANIEL:  I’m sure that they made donations to different organizations? 
MR. HILL:  Yeah, yeah, that’s one of the major things they did.
MR. MCDANIEL:  I remember at the Playhouse, they talk about, you know, how they always got $10,000 a year from Martin Marietta, and after they left, you know.
MR. HILL:  Ken Jarmolow, who came down here to be the head of, that was very important to him, you know, and he tried very hard to do a lot of things.  He (hesitant), he was more visionary than a practical person, and we need visionaries, but some of his ideas he just couldn’t get across.  But we did make a trip to California to visit with Gilford Glazer, who owned the mall here, which was not an enclosed mall, to try to get, but that didn’t really bring about any.
MR. MCDANIEL:  What happened with the mall, I mean, tell me that story?
MR. HILL:  Well, everybody thought that an enclosed mall is what should be done (clears throat), and there was an attempt. Gilford Glazer is an interesting person, and I, uh, he, he’d invested here.  This was his first, he bought the land, and built the shopping center, which is called Downtown, which is, in a sense, a strip mall.  Which was the thing, that was the thing then.  But that was the biggest single investment, private investment, in Oak Ridge, up until that time.  

MR. MCDANIEL:  What year was this?  

MR. HILL:  It would have been 1955. (clears throat) and prior to that, the biggest private investment in Oak Ridge was my father and mother’s investment in the newspaper. But, Gilford’s building the Downtown, and at that time, that’s what it was known as, it was right in the middle of Oak Ridge, and he had some, you know, [J.C.] Penney’s, and a store from Knoxville (clear throat), excuse me. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Was it Loveman’s down there?
MR. HILL:  Loveman’s, yeah.  Loveman’s That’s right, you’re right on, you’ve got a better memory. And everybody later, seemed to think that you had to have an enclosed mall.  Well, in time, people got on to this, it turns out in retrospect, that the, the uh, enclosed mall was coming to an end, although the ones like West Town that were built before the… Now you’ve got the things like, out there, what is the place out there, west end of Knoxville. Yeah, but there’s, strip malls have come back.  Turkey Creek, yeah.  And so there was a big effort to get the enclosed mall, and the, there was a competition for a while, in the people from Pennsylvania, Johnstown, Pennsylvania, came in here.  At one time, both Gilford and the people from Pennsylvania were saying they were going to build an enclosed mall, and the other people bought that land over where, where Home Depot is now, and, but, you’re, you’re not going to build two malls in Oak Ridge. It ended up that Gilford sold his mall to them, and they, for whatever reason , whether their poor business practices or whatever, it didn’t succeed, and they, place is now is a, a, there is hardly anything there.  There’s still some good stores there, Penney’s, and Goody’s, and Sears, but there aren’t any, the other stores aren’t there, and, it’s sort of like a…
MR. MCDANIEL:  You know, I always said, when Roane State started building their facility, why don’t they just figure out a way to take over half of the mall, or something like that.  But I guess there’s lots of politics and complications with that as well.

MR. HILL:  Roane State is another, you know, there was a lot of effort when they first announced that they were going to have a Roane State, that wasn’t the name, but a community college in this part of… There was a great effort in Oak Ridge to get, to get the community college in Oak Ridge, and for political reasons, Roane County people were much better situated politically, and they got it there.  And there was a big effort to get the branch campus here. Then they built the Pellissippi part, Pellissippi Community College, and then they shared that campus. I don’t know if you knew that or not, but they shared that campus for a while. A lot of Oak Ridge people at that time had given up on getting the, but there were some people who didn’t ever give up, and they kept a little group going.  When the time came to, to strike, and, when that time came, we were successful in getting a branch campus here, and it’s been enormously successful. There was a great attempt, and Wayne Clark, who owns a good bit of land in the west end of town, he offered enough, he offered enough land for, you know, like 100 acres, to Roane State out there, but, it was out in a part of town that was, they, there’s some question about whether there was any contamination because of stuff that had gone on earlier years out there.  Plus, it was not in the, you know, it was not near anything else, there were, there was no homes out there (clears throat) or anything else.  So finally the, the place where, they acquired the place where it is now.  And that’s a wonderful place for it, but there is not enough room for it to really grow there if it’s ever going to grow.  And I, I still think that there’s a chance that it might be a, Roane State, might be a 4-year college sometime.  (clears throat)  It’s too bad that they don’t have more space there. But, it’s good, the way it is now, it’s better than nothing. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  That’s true.  Anything else you want to talk about or remember? We might do this again, if there’s anything you think of, but…
MR. HILL:  The, I’m trying to think what else besides the Volume 4, (clears throat) the, public hearing (clearing throat), well, the museum, that was, the museum was, that was directly attributable to politician named Joel Evans.  For a while, he was, he was the representative for Oak Ridge.  He wasn’t too happy being the representative for Oak Ridge, but he was, and while he was he did everything he could.  And one of the things he’d been very successful doing was building a new post office in just about every county that he represented.  And you might say that the new museum was Oak Ridge’s post office, because that’s what he did.  He was good at that.  And the museum, you know where it used to be out there? By the same token, that was, if we hadn’t had a new museum and hadn’t moved in, that used to be the museum, where the, well, where the old museum was, turned out to be the headquarters for the Breeder Reactor. If it had not been for the availability of that building, Oak Ridge would have lost a lot of, of, people who supported that.  Companies who were building that went to Cedar Bluff.  But we had that building for the headquarters for the, and JW Gibson, about that same time, built the Jackson Towers, which presented a great building for contractors for the Breeder Reactor to have their offices.
MR. MCDANIEL:  The Jackson Towers?

MR. HILL:  The Jackson Plaza, you know, the 10-story building.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I didn’t know JW built that.

MR. HILL:  Oh yes, yeah, and he was encouraged by, by people at the Department of Energy to do that, because they were looking for more office space at Oak Ridge. That was when Bob Hart was manager, and you’ve got to give him a lot of credit for working as well as he could without violating any regulations that DOE had to help him build that building and get it filled up.  But that was, of course it violated, I’m not sure that it… I don’t think they’ll ever let another 10-story building be built here, but it was a wonderful building and it was very important to Oak Ridge at that time. J.W. Gibson deserves a lot of credit for having the courage to go on with that building, because there was no indication that it would succeed, but he did it, and it did.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You know, these are his subdivisions, these two?
MR. HILL:  They are? Well he’s been very important to this community, you know, building the Gum Hollow, the homes out there was another one.  God, we needed more homes, and new homes, and he, he’d get out there in his bulldozer, and he didn’t get an engineer to map out the, I say this, I think this is true, I’m not sure, but to map out the roads for that, he just got the bulldozer out and did it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MR. HILL:  He’s a very unusual person, but he’s been very important for this community.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, that’s interesting, I didn’t know anything about that.  

[End of Interview]
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