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MR. MCDANIEL:  Tell me about when you first came to Oak Ridge.
MRS. DUNIGAN:  I first came to Oak Ridge in August of 1943. My husband reported for work at Y-12 on July the fifth in '43, so there were no houses available at that time, and I had to wait until one of the first cemestos were built, and that was on the corner of Fairview and Tennessee. At that time my husband was with Y-12, and he was there until I believe it was maybe '47. We moved to this house in 1950.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, were you married when you and your husband came here?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  We were married yes, and had the two little girls. They both started the first day of school.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right? How many people were here when you came?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  I really have no idea how many people were here in those earliest days. There was a lot of bus transportation and that sort of thing that were taking them to the plants.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What was life like in '43 and '44?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  I enjoyed every bit of it. The complaints always came from people I felt didn't have quite as much when they came to Oak Ridge, but I enjoyed meeting the new people from all over the country. It has been just a very great life. In 1971, 1947 my husband went with the schools, and then became principle of the high school, and retired from there in 1971. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok. So when you... When you ... you waited on your A house ...
MRS. DUNIGAN:  It was a B house I waited on. I got a B house to begin with yes. I thought it was a very nice. Like I said there were a lot of people complaining about the housing. I enjoyed it every day, I think, in Oak Ridge. As I told you just a few minutes ago, I would do it all over again.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What was community life like? I mean, give me some examples of maybe shopping or going out to eat or recreation or things such as that.
MRS. DUNIGAN:  Well, in that time, things were rationed like sugar and that sort of thing. You couldn't get nylons very easily. That would always amuse me that when we heard there were nylons, hosiery available in Chattanooga, a lot of people rushed to Chattanooga to get the hosiery. The school system I think was one of the things that they promised would be outstanding, and it was.
MR. MCDANIEL:  What about shopping, I mean, what about restaurants?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  (coughs) Excuse me. Most of my shopping for clothes was done in Knoxville.
MR. MCDANIEL:  What about your kids? What kind of activities were they involved in when they were young?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  What about the kids at what?
MR. MCDANIEL:  What kind of activities were they involved in?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  One was in kindergarten and first grade, so they primarily took care of themselves, and at that time there was a lot of poison ivy around and that sort of thing. But, I enjoyed every day from the first day on.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Talk about the school system a little bit. I know your husband, like you said, was high school principal at the time.
MRS. DUNIGAN:  Well, the school system was one of the things that they advertised as being very special and it was. I don't know that there is a whole lot else to say about it, except that that was my husband's primary interest is education, and he welcomed the opportunity to be a part of the system.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Who were some of the ... ? When you first came here, what did you and your friends do?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  What was that?
MR. MCDANIEL:  When you first, when you first moved to Oak Ridge, I'm sure you made some friends. What were some of the recreation and things that you would do?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  There were people that we met at the church. We attended, well my husband attended the first church service in the first part of July at the Chapel-on-the-Hill, which became the United Church, and I am still a member there. I don't go as often as I would like to, but we enjoyed all of the friends that we met at that church. As far as social activity, my husband was not a social person really so he enjoyed his reading of his philosophy and that sort of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok. Are there any stories, any incidences that you can think of that kind of stand out in your mind? You know, about either work or community life or your kids or anything that was unique about Oak Ridge that may not have been at other places? Take your time.
MRS. DUNIGAN:  Well, I guess, it was unique because everybody here was from someplace else. Of course, with children it's very easy to meet people that way. They went to Elm Grove School, and probably were the first two kids that, part of the first group of kids that went all through school. My oldest daughter was a year older than the younger, and the younger one was in kindergarten, when the older one was in first grade. They went through high school then both went on to college, and so forth.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What ... ? I mean, what is it that you've really enjoyed about living in Oak Ridge? 
MRS. DUNIGAN:  I guess what I really enjoyed was being able to get around. In the early days we had the wooden sidewalks, and I only had high heel shoes so that became a problem, and I had to buy some shoes so that I could walk on the boardwalks, otherwise I had to use the streets. And it was unique with all of the people from all over the country that worked here at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Where did you and your husband come from?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  What did what?
MR. MCDANIEL:  Where did you move to Oak Ridge from?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  We came here from Lexington, Kentucky. I was originally from Michigan. We were only in Lexington the one year. One of the professors at the University of Kentucky suggested to my husband that maybe he would like to investigate the new project that was going on in Tennessee, and become a part of it. Of course, we knew nothing about it at that time, so I think his remarks were that he went to a place that didn't exist, to a job that they really didn't know what was going on.
MR. MCDANIEL:  What was ... ? Did you have any idea? I mean, did you know what was going on?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  No, I never inquired, because it was it was supposed to be very, very hush. We were both a part of the military, what do they call it, well not detectives, but we reported thing to the powers that be, if anything came up or if we saw anything that we were suspicious of, we had to report that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that ... ? Tell me a little bit about that, because, you know, I had heard that maybe one out of 10 people that lived here were a part of that group.
MRS. DUNIGAN:  I really don't know how many people there were. It so happens that my neighbor next door, Bill Wilcox, was also apart of this. Now I was called, well my husband was called early on when he was a part of this intelligence, military intelligence is what they called it, and then later on I was called. I worked at the post office in the early days of Oak Ridge in the registry section, so I knew where all the important mail was going and coming from, and all of that was all very interesting being in the post office. Enjoyed that phase of it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  How did the ... ? Did they just ... ? Who ran that? Was it the Army that kind of ran that military intelligence unit?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  Yes, as I say, my husband was asked to be a part of that military intelligence very early on before I came here, and then I arrived in Oak Ridge. It happened to open one of the drawers in the chest in the bedroom, why I noticed a stack of envelopes. It said to some credit bureau, credit building, credit company in Knoxville, and so I was very suspicious. They were hidden under his socks. So I said what in the world are these envelopes. I thought he had taken another big loan some place. And he said, “Oh, you weren't supposed to see those, but I am reporting to the military intelligence each week.” And then it wasn't long after I, a month or so after I worked in the post office, where I too was asked to be a part of this. Told not to mention the telephone call to anybody. To report to so-and-so on the hill, and the first question he asked me, “Well, I suppose you don't know anything about this.” I said, “On the contrary, I do because my husband was asked too.” So apparently that was quite unusual.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Very unusual. My goodness. So ... So anyway, you're the ... you know, you had some friends and what was it like -- a lot of people have told me, you know, when they went grocery shopping they had to wait in lines and had to stand in lines for just about everything back in the early days.
MRS. DUNIGAN:  I don't remember that that was so difficult. When I worked at the post office, the main grocery store was right there in Jackson Square, so if there was something special going on, or there was something available that was unusually hard to get, why I was notified so I could run up to that store and get whatever that was whether that was sugar or what not. I don't remember all the things that were scarce at that time, but I did know there was rationing going on.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Well ... So, you worked at the post office and your husband worked at Y-12 and you had two children.
MRS. DUNIGAN:  Two, two girls.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Two girls. And they were in school.
MRS. DUNIGAN:  Kindergarten and first grade.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Where were you, can you remember the day -- most people can, obviously -- remember the day that it was announced we had dropped, you know ... I'm sorry... that we had dropped the bomb on Japan? Can you remember that day?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  Not really. I'm assuming I was aware that something was going to happen. We would eventually find out, but I don't remember that there was any special surprise on my part.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What was the ... ? Let's talk about later on, you know, after the gates were opened, the city became an open city and, you know, your ... your husband was principal of the high school. Now, what was life like? Was it pretty traditional here like say in the '60s and '70s?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  I think that it was very traditional. I don't remember that there was anything that unusual going on. But the girls were very, very happy with their new friends. There was no adjustment as far as they were concerned in making friends. And, as I said, probably most of my friendships started with the Chapel on the Hill.
MR. MCDANIEL:  What ... ? Now, I guess your husband was principal like during the whole, you know, integration.
MRS. DUNIGAN:  Yes. He was respon...
MR. MCDANIEL:  Tell me a little bit about that.
MRS. DUNIGAN:  He was responsible for the integration and I can remember telephone calls ... Well, they burned a cross in our yard. And everybody, I remember a telephone call one day that came and said, wish that damned Yankee -- my husband -- would go home. Not ever having been in that territory, I said, “My husband is a Southerner,” I said, “but I will claim that distinction,” and so she hung up on me. But there were people who just were very, very unhappy about the integration. And it went very smoothly and, of course, it went into motion before the Clinton schools did and that sort of thing. And because it was a government project, there was no ifs or ands or buts about it, it had to be done.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right. Well, that's interesting, that's very interesting. You know, let's see ... One last question, one last question before I say, do you have anything else you want to say: When you were doing the military intelligence, was that a real, I mean was there a real problem with that in Oak Ridge?

MRS. DUNIGAN:  Was there what?
MR. MCDANIEL:  Was there a real problem with ...?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  I don't think so. I didn't know of any problem that we had at all as far as people coming in, but I never saw anything suspicious or had to report anything. It was interesting to me working in the post office. Of course, we had -- not the privilege - but we could open packages in fourth class postage. There were so many, many packages going to the Southern states like Louisiana and Alabama and that sort of thing. And so, I said to the Postmaster one day, I said, “I'm very curious to know what's going in these packages. We have the ability or can open them.” So we opened some of the packages and there were all kinds of sheets, blankets, silverware that they used at the cafeteria, just, you know, and that sort of thing. And I felt like he ought to call the post office inspectors and do something about that but, I guess, he didn't want to do that sort of thing. But I certainly couldn't believe all the packages. And they were all going South. None of the packages were going North, so you can imagine they were taking the sheets off the bed, blanket off the bed, and the silverware out of the cafeteria. So that was being done in the early days.
MR. MCDANIEL:  How are we on time, Chad? How long have we gone about 15 or 20 minutes? Well, is there anything else you'd like to say?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  If I had thought about it ahead of time, you know, what the questions might have been I might be more prepared.

MR. MCDANIEL:  No, you're fine. You're fine. I got plenty of information. But is there anything else that I've not asked you about that you'd like to talk about?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  Oh, I don't think of anything, anything in particular. I'm a bridge player now, duplicate bridge player and I'm doing that. All old people in Oak Ridge think that's what I did from the day one in Oak Ridge but there were not any bridge games at that time. (laughter) But it's been a very enjoyable time. It's a great place to raise children, great schools. My family, my daughter-in-law who was just here was also an Oak Ridger and my daughter married Herman Postma who was head of the National Lab. We had some interesting contacts.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So your ... So some of your children still live in Oak Ridge?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  Beg pardon?

MR. MCDANIEL:  Your children still live in Oak Ridge?
MRS. DUNIGAN:  Two of them live in Oak Ridge. One is at the National Lab. He's a computer scientist and the daughter is a homemaker now and the other daughter is in Murphy, North Carolina.

MR. MCDANIEL:  All right. I think that'll do it.
MRS. DUNIGAN:  Ok.
[End of Interview]
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