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MR. MCDANIEL: Ok ... just tell me a little bit about ORHPA [Oak Ridge Heritage and Preservation Association] and kind of how it all began and what work you all do. 
MR. WEIST: Ok. The Oak Ridge Heritage and Preservation Association, we started about 1999 and I remember it was in September, and we were having a get-together on 9-9-99 over at my place. A date that was easy to remember and we’d been saying for some time that somebody really needs to start a heritage and preservation group. So I called together a few friends, people that I’d become acquainted with who I knew were interested in history and we set a date that month, September of ’99, to meet. We met over at the Midway Gate House, also known as the Bear Creek Road Checking Station. It’s one of the DOE, Department of Energy, built guard houses that was built about the time that Oak Ridge was shrinking down its fences. It was a time when we were no longer a city behind the fence, instead they put the K-25, Y-12 and X-10 plants behind the fence. So they did a reconfiguration of the...the fences and the gates and the gate houses and so that gatehouse got restored about that time, in 1999, and it was made into some conference rooms and it was just perfect for us. We were a small group at that time, only about 10 or 12 people, and we really grew from that point.  One of the reasons we came together in 1999 was that was when we lost the last of our large dormitories. Oak Ridge had 92 of the large dormitories and we were a dormitory town with a population of 75,000. They really depended on the dorms for housing the people. 
MR. MCDANIEL: How many ... ? How many people lived in… Let’s talk about the dorms for a second, how many people lived in the dorms? 

MR. WEIST: Well the, a good part of the population lived there.  These were two story most of them or many of them were the H pattern, military style, others were a S pattern and the population today is just 28,000 and all of the dorms are gone. They were used for doctors’ offices in the past few decades and then DOE was using them for office space. They transferred those to the hospital. The last of the two were Charlotte and Cheyenne Hall and there was an effort to try to save a portion of those buildings. There was even a developer interested in moving a portion of the building to preserve it.  Show the people how people lived. Thousands of people lived in those dorms.  That didn’t work out. We didn’t have enough time to work a plan out to save any of those buildings. So we lost Charlotte and Cheyenne Hall and a lot of people stepped up and said we really shouldn’t have let that happen. So that was the spark that helped begin the Oak Ridge Heritage and Preservation Association.  We call it ORHPA for short and we started growing in size after that. We needed more space and also about that time the city had pulled out of the, this building which was called the Senior Center. Most people still call it the Wildcat Den because it was the high school, it was where the high school youth stayed, Oak Ridge Wildcats would come over here for recreation for many years so it’s...that name has stuck.  And we today have the Oak Ridge, have the Wildcat Den Room, but it’s basically got its old name back from 1945. This building was built and called the Midtown Community Center and it was one of several community centers.  So we wanted to give its old name back. This was the part of town called Middletown or Midtown for short. And I grew up not far from here. I was born and raised in Oak Ridge and remember the Midtown Ballpark and how you just walked everywhere because something, your stores and everything seemed to be close by within walking distance in those days.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ORHPA's ... ORHPA's mission now is to what? 
MR. WEIST: Our mission is to really capture the Oak Ridge story. Much of the story was not told.  When you see stories, films and read books on the Manhattan Project it seems like a small percentage of that is devoted to Oak Ridge.  You hear a lot about the work Los Alamos did, and Hanford did, and of course they did very important work.  But Oak Ridgers are especially proud of the work that we did and, in fact, 60 percent of the cost of the Manhattan Project was spent here in Oak Ridge. It was an industrial project on a massive scale. So we would like to see the Oak Ridge story captured and told a little better and that would include both the scientific part of it as well as the people part it. It’s pretty significant that this town was planned by the famous architectural firm Skidmore, Owens, and Merrill and is one of the first large scale government planned cities. Out of all of the Manhattan Project communities, Oak Ridge was the first to break ground.   So you might say it was a big experiment.  No one ever thought that this town would stay as it did and yet it has thrived pretty well. Of course its mission has changed over the years. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me a little bit about who was Skidmore, Owens, and Merrill. 
MR. WEIST: Yes. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me a little bit about them and ... if you can. 
MR. WEIST: Ok, they ...  
MR. MCDANIEL: And how they got involved, I guess. 
MR. WEIST: They like a lot of people that got involved in, with General Groves was quite a forceful person who had just finished building the Pentagon. He was a lieutenant colonel and they thought he did a good job on that. Here’s a guy that can handle the Manhattan Project, so they asked him to take over the project and he wasn’t happy about it.  He wanted to go overseas.  He wanted to get into the middle, into the battle that was going on in Europe, but they made him a general and said you’re going to build this town. You’re going to take on the Manhattan Project.  He chose Oak Ridge. He came here in September 19th, 1942, and he did choose this site.  And he started looking for top names. He looked, he wanted to use, you know, General Electric and DuPont and all of the top people in the country to help with this project and the same was true for building this city. His advisors told him if you don’t have a comfortable city then they’re not going to stay. You’re going to have morale problems and you’re going have people wanting to leave. So there was some conflict on the quality of the housing and the type of amenities that were to be here. Groves felt that they were being a little too, being too extravagant on some of the things that they built into the housing and into the city itself. But apparently the people who were advising him won out.  I understand Los Alamos was not built as nicely as Oak Ridge in terms of roads, housing, schools, and so forth. Lots of people say how well the town is laid out with the topography being hilly. It is laid out pretty well.   
MR. MCDANIEL: And that was because of Skidmore, Owens, and Merrill? 
MR. WEIST: Yes. 
MR. MCDANIEL: They basically designed the city?
MR. WEIST: Yes, they did. And we still have some of those sketches that they did, some of the early maps and sketches. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did they design the layout of the city or did they design the layout of the city and the housing?  

MR. WEIST: They were a notable planning and architecture company and so they came in and immediately started surveying.  And of course there was a lot of activity bulldozing of trees and such was going on. Now you see a lot of forested area around Oak Ridge today sixty years after it was created, but if you look at the early flyovers of this area it was mainly cleared for crops and pasture. Only the ridge tops were wooded and that’s a remarkable difference from today. Today a lot of it returned back to forest or it’s under a housing development that type of thing. So the architects came in and started surveying and wanted to minimize the amount of earth moving they had to do, so they did have to plan very carefully to keep all of that. Now my parents came here in the spring of ’44, and Dad worked at Y-12, a chemical engineer. My mother was a housewife and the kids started coming right about that time ’44. I’ve got a family of five. My brother was, my oldest brother was born in ‘44.  I came along in 1951 and we, I say that because, they were typical of the people who packed up. They came from North Dakota and just packed up the car and left. There wasn’t any pre-trip to check it out, they just moved here and began their new life and their family here. That was quite typical of a lot of the people that came down here. I thought that growing up here in the 1950’s, I thought it was a pretty neat town, but I really, it took moving away to really appreciate what a unique town we have and how special it is. I think a lot of people have to move away before they get full appreciation of their home town.  So I’ve decided to move back here with my wife and it’s a good place to raise our kids. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So ... so anyway, so ORHPA's mission now is to, just to promote preservation of, of, buildings of ... ?

MR. WEIST: Yes. 
MR. MCDANIEL: …message you know ... 
MR. WEIST: Yes, there’s a wealth of material if you dig it out on Oak Ridge and the Manhattan Project.  But we’ve lost so much. A lot of it has just been, has gone to the landfill as people clean out their attics and basements. Our goal, our mission is to capture what we can in all forms, in the physical form. The oral history program that we’ve got, one of the things we saw not being done was physical preservation. We saw our buildings being demolished left and right.  And Oak Ridge, let’s face it, our architecture is nothing ornate, nothing special or fancy like Victorian style. It’s plain. Its utilitarian, you look at it and you do get a reminder of the town that the Corps of Engineers would build, a military style. And that’s who we are.  That’s our sense of place and I really think that we owe it to the present generation and future generations to capture that, to have something. Now Ed Westcott, as many people know, has done a tremendous job.  He came here, he’s one of the first of 20 people to come here.  He was the first photographer. He was in the Corps of Engineers. I think he was only 19 years old, Corps of Engineers employee and he stayed here for decades taking many thousands of pictures, and has done a great job of documenting what we, how it all transformed.  And that is great.  I think we need more than pictures though. I think to really tell a story, you’ve got to have something in the physical form. I know it wouldn’t be the same to visit Colonial Williamsburg if you had just a video and pictures. You really need something to reach out and touch.  And we still have some buildings that the ORHPA is, we’re trying to save, you know, there’s still a number of buildings. The Alexander Inn is a good example... 
MR. MCDANIEL: Let's talk about the Alexander Inn. 
MR. WEIST: Ok.  There are not very many communities that can say they have a property that is worth, that many famous people who have stayed in. It was the first hotel built and of course we were a secret city at the time.  It was called the Guest House in those days and it was built in 1943. So visitors quite often, that was the first place they saw of Oak Ridge. That’s a good looking building with the wide front porch and the white columns and it had a restaurant along with it.  And so for many years after, people either remembered the hotel or they remembered their times there in the restaurant.  And then later it was a club where you could go before the ballgames. There was a lounge and it had that as well.  But the Guest House as many people called it in those days, it later became known as the Alexander Inn. It served as the housing for many of those short term visitors. We had such notables as General Leslie Groves himself, and Enrico Fermi, and Robert Oppenheimer, and Secretary of War Henry Stemson and others.  It’s even, it’s believed that John F. Kennedy when he was a senator and visited Oak Ridge, he came here with Jackie Kennedy and we believe they stayed there and they ate there at the restaurant. So it’s a historic building and the people that, the famous people and then the thousands that regular people that it served, but it’s sitting there now vacant. It’s available. It’s for sale.  We’re hoping that somebody will step up and buy that and restore that. It would be a perfect building, we think, to have the Oak Ridge story told in the lobby for instance and then it could serve any number of purposes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So the Guest House and I've had people tell when they first came to town they spent their first night in the Guest House while they were getting housing arrangements made for them.
MR. WEIST: Yes. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Or was it, I think somebody said they spent their first three nights, they could spend in the Guest House, but by that third night they had to have housing in place because that was the limit on how many nights they could stay there. 

MR. WEIST: I've heard that and then you had to, in the early days, go down to the Red Cross Building, which is now today the Red Cross Building, that red brick building on the...the Turnpike. That was the housing office and that's where you got on the list to have a, some permanent quarters. I remember my mother and father saying that's where they got on the list and they later got an efficiency apartment and from there they got a two bedroom house and then later a three bedroom and you just you stepped up. But it had to be based on need, not just want. They would ask plenty of personal questions to know how much space you really needed. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So what are some of the other buildings that are, or structures that are important to ORHPA now that still stand?

MR. WEIST: Ok, some of the others are, really any of those that were built during that Manhattan Project period and we do, what's commonly called the 55 Jefferson Building was in the war-time known as the Jefferson Cafeteria. You know with a population of 75,000 we had to have several cafeterias and canteens and a few restaurants to...to service all those people. The Jefferson Cafeteria became, on the same day that the city fences, the gates to the city opened up March of 1949, that was the day that our Atomic Energy Museum opened up to the public. And it opened up in that building that I described, the Jefferson Cafeteria. Today it’s known as the 55 Jefferson Building. It belongs to the Department of Energy. DOE has decided that this building is surplus to their needs and we would like to see the community have the opportunity to decide do we want to save this property, is there another use we can put it to. But it is the very first Atomic Energy Museum in the world and I think that's pretty significant. So we're waiting to see what happens with that. We have a committee in the ORPHA organization. We've got several committees and one of them is headed, its purpose is to look at government-owned buildings, whether they be city or DOE and this 55 Jefferson Building is being looked at by that committee in the hopes that we can save it. 
MR. MCDANIEL: I remember when that was the museum. 
MR. WEIST: Yes. 
MR. MCDANIEL: I remember going there as a student, as a kid, school kid, and getting a penny or a dime. 

MR. WEIST: The dime, yes. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Tell ... tell, you know, you grew up here so tell a little bit about the dime. 

MR. WEIST: That's one of my most notable artifacts, too. You know, back in those days we kept things in cigar boxes, you know, my grandfather smoked cigars and then we'd take our prized little items and keep them safely in the cigar box and I kept my little irradiated dime. In other words, they hit a dime with a low dose of  radioactivity and then put it in an aluminum and plastic cup. It had a little small casing so the casing was just slightly bigger than the dime but you could see it through the little plastic window. That was  a neat little artifact. You can still find those around. We have one out there in the lobby. I don't know what ever happened to the one I had as a young fella. But you know there was a tremendous interest in radioactivity, anything radioactive. Back in those days, they realized that this was the power of the future. They realized that there was a lot of benefits in nuclear medicine and as the space program started to develop they saw purposes for nuclear power. Of course Oak Ridge was on the forefront for developing civilian nuclear power. And the health physics work that we did, all of this, that's part of the birth of the atomic age. Oak Ridge was a big part of it. I learned just the other day that the radioactive symbol that you see, the yellow sign with the magenta colored or black colored rays coming out, was developed right here in Oak Ridge.  So there was tremendous interest in that Atomic Energy Museum in those days. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So the, really, I mean, Oak Ridge was the birth place of the Atomic Age, I mean, you know, with any substance. Now, you know, you got the Chicago pile, you know, but basically, I mean that was there, wasn't very much done in Chicago after that on a large scale. It all kind of, they kind of moved those ideas to Oak Ridge and on a large scale, you know. Now would say that, I mean, is that an accurate statement? 

MR. WEIST: If it's compared to ... yes that's true, a lot of the national labs started springing in different parts of the country but the work in Oak Ridge has always been pretty strong. There was that period right after World War II where there were large layoffs here that I'm told and my father was fortunate that he was not one of them. But they went from a population just out at Y-12 plant, from 22,000 down to just 4 or 5,000. But very quickly the Cold War era really began almost immediately after World War II. And then when we realized that Russia and China developed nuclear weapons.  It really, that kicked off the arms race and that's another story in itself, you know, living through the ‘50’s and ‘60’s and having concern about another world war and a nuclear war. And I know that Oak Ridge here was working very hard on that. Probably a target, most likely a target as well, so ...  But I always had pride in the fact that we people knew the word, the name Oak Ridge and probably more so than today.  We would travel sometimes and say we're from Oak Ridge, you didn't have to say Oak Ridge, Tennessee. They knew where Oak Ridge, they knew some of the history on it. 
MR. MCDANIEL: What was it like, I guess, being a kid in Oak Ridge during the Cold War? I mean you probably knew things that most kids didn't know. I mean you know as far as... 

MR. WEIST: Actually ... 
MR. MCDANIEL: ... or not. 
MR. WEIST: Believe it or not, I did not know what my father did until I was a senior in high school. He never talked about it. They were all trained not to talk about it. I, only then, did I realize that he did work with nuclear weapons. If you gave my father a call out at work, they'd answer, his secretary would answer, “Product Engineering”. We never knew what the product was. It was not talked about. You didn't, you didn't ask, and they didn't tell even within in your own family and I know my mother was not told the details. I was fortunate that I got to work with my dad one year before he retired. Of course, being out at Y-12 plant now, I know quite a bit about what's going on, but you really have to need to know, before you get into too deeply into the goings on out there. But that's, that was, that was a part of growing up here, is that you knew that the work was important to our national defense but you didn't talk about it. And you just accepted that. That was, and there was some strong patriotism that's part of that. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, and I guess that's, that would be, you know, now people say we just don't talk about it, you know. They would, well that's just not, that's not healthy, you know, but that was just a sign of the times then, wasn't it? 
MR. WEIST: It was and, and that's why I'm especially interested in the work that the Oak Ridge Heritage and Preservation group is doing. We have a great history to tell and its not, it's not just for history. There's many lessons to be learned from that as the Oak Ridge story is part of people coming together, many people with from diverse backgrounds coming together, working together for a common cause. Could we do that same type of thing today? I'm not sure. Do we have the commitment for people to come to a strange place where you have to sacrifice? War time things are rationed. You don't, you may go to the grocery store and I hear my mother tell these stories about going to buy meat and there's no meat in the meat counter, it’s empty, you have to hope that they'll bring some in couple of days. You, you'll, you're going to live off beans or something else until the, the grocer should luck out and get a shipment of meat. Lots of things rationed: sugar, gasoline, cigarettes, you know that, that cigarette line was usually a long one. I've seen some pictures of that and all of that together, I think, tells a very interesting story. But there are lessons to be learned from that.  Some things that we don't want to do, some of the things we did in the Cold War, are lessons that we want to avoid. So it's a great story and one that hasn't been well told yet. 
MR. MCDANIEL: That's good, that's good. Let's see, oh, then what was I going to talk to you about? Talk a little bit about security from historian’s point of view, from what you know as a historian during the Manhattan Project years here in Oak Ridge. What was, what was, tell me a little about it? I mean you see these billboards, you know, that say “Loose lips sink ships,” you know. 

MR. WEIST: Oh yeah, oh it was, it was everywhere. The lady that we talked with recently who was called, she was considered one of the calutron ladies, 79-years-old today, she and -- and pictured on that famous picture of the, the young ladies on the stools at Y-12 operating the calutrons -- she lived in a dormitory here in town and she told us about on three different occasions that some of the other girls, it was a girls dorm, would just disappear. And those were her words, would just disappear. And, and then a day or two later, someone would come in, box up their belongings and remove them. Well, what's happened in those cases is, in all three of those cases, the girls would be talking too much or asking too many questions. And that was not tolerated. I've heard the same thing happened to some of the men out at the plants that they got, some got, people were too curious, maybe, and they would, they'd be told to leave. I mean you didn't live in Oak Ridge unless you had a job to do. And every child from age 12 on up had to have a badge. If you left the city and came back in through the gates, you'd better have your badge. And of course you're subject to search, but security was tight and there are people who can, older than I, can tell you first-hand about the security. But one thing that I was always fascinated about was that they did patrol on horseback the perimeter. 
[Break in video]

MR. MCDANIEL: So you're ready for a break? Ten more weeks of this to do, nine more weeks. I'm going to do 20 days this fall of just interviews. 

MR. WEIST: Yeah. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So that will give me between 80 and 100 people when I finish, so ... 
MR. WEIST: Wow. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So that'll be good, so we were talking about security. 
MR. WEIST: Yes, I was always fascinated about the security in the early days. They did security on horseback on the perimeter of the Oak Ridge reservation.  The original size of the reservation was 59,000 acres. Like the city limits today of Oak Ridge, it bordered a part of the Clinch River and it’s a pretty good expanse all the way out to K-25 and to the Oak Ridge marina area today.  Well, just dirt road served a lot of that area.  Access was difficult in the ‘40’s and they would patrol that by horseback.  They had trained guards. They kept the horses over there near Emory Valley Road.  There was stables there and there was also one out near the Wheat Community and I believe there was another one and then smaller ones within the city. So they had to do a lot of patrolling and security was tight.  They had the fence, almost everything was within fence.  And I remember talking to one of the old guards who was one of those mounted officers about the story of one of the officers who was going to shoot at skunks that were in front of the road. He pulled his weapon, and I’m sure that rules weren’t quite as strict on discharging a firearm back then as they are with the guards today, but he drew his revolver and took a bead on the skunk and squeezed off a shot. His horse moved his head just about that time and he ended up shooting his horse out from under him. That’s a true story, it happened here in Oak Ridge, and of course, something you can laugh about today, but I’m sure it wasn’t funny at the time.  The old guards had plenty of stories like that. They were a rough and ready bunch. So I enjoyed talking to them about that. Bill Sergeant is one of those early, not one of the mounted guards, but one of those early security officers who could tell us a lot more about that. 
MR. MCDANIEL: He's on my list of people to interview. 
MR. WEIST: Ok, good. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Talk about security after, after the war years and during the Cold War. What was ... ? 

MR. WEIST: Ok.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... what was that like? 
MR. WEIST: I remember there was pretty stern caution to not step on DOE property and yet being very outdoor oriented, my older brothers and I especially liked to spend our time outdoors in the woods and in the creeks and catching snakes and other critters. It was tempting to go on the DOE property because it was a lot to see out there, a lot to discover.  And in the ‘50’s, we had a lot of time on our hands we didn’t have a whole lot of entertainment at home so we were either walking or on our bicycles going somewhere like blackberry picking over near Y-12.  We were tempted very much to go across East Fork Poplar Creek and go on up the hill to pick blackberries or to visit some of these old farmsteads, houses that were still around.  There’s still a few today that are still standing but not very many.  And those kinds of things would be very curious about, a real appeal to go visit, but we had very, people did not do that because of the worry that they would get caught and get in trouble.  And nobody wanted to do that.  Almost everybody’s father or mother worked at the plants and didn’t want to get the family in trouble. So there you toed the line. You didn’t hear too many instances where that went on.  Security was still important throughout that period but in the community you didn’t have to lock up your house because it was still very much, you might say a gated community.  Everybody knew that Oak Ridge was very well protected security-wise, so you didn’t have to lock up your house or lock up your car very often.  There was that comfort.  In fact, when the city decided to incorporate there was a lot of debate on should we become an independent incorporated city or should we become, stay a government town.  Everyone enjoyed that blanket of security being a government town and were worried that the crime rate would increase if they gave that up.  Well, it turns out that we did incorporate in 1959.  The gates, of course, opened to the public in 1949.  That I remember hearing about that as a debate that went on. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Mmmm-hmmm ...  
MR. WEIST: ... but the, but security and Oak Ridge went hand in hand. 
MR. MCDANIEL: It still is today. 
MR. WEIST: Yes, very much so today. In fact ... 
MR. MCDANIEL: Talk about that. 
MR. WEIST: There’s a whole new emphasis on security ever since September 11, 2001. If looking back now, you might say we were getting just a little bit lax, but today when you go out to the plants, you’ve got some extra levels of security to go thru before you go to your place of work and there’s guards there to sniff, they spot check people as they come through and our badges that we use have been upgraded, just getting used to that. Once you were inside the fence, you could go into almost any building and now you have different steps and codes and pin numbers and that type of thing to get in and out of buildings. So there’s been a big increase just in the last few years on security.
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, let's go back to what was, as a, as a young man in Oak Ridge, what was, what was life like. I mean living, it was basically like you said still a government town. 

MR. WEIST: Mmm-hmm. 
MR. MCDANIEL: You know, didn't ... and probably after it was incorporated it probably seemed like a government town for a few years, so... 
MR. WEIST: Mmm-hmm. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So you would have been, what, eight when it became a city? 
MR. WEIST: Yes. 
MR. MCDANIEL: And, so, you're a young teenager, you know. 
MR. WEIST: Yes. 
MR. MCDANIEL: What was it like living here?
MR. WEIST: Well, I think it was almost ideal, you know. The 1950's in many ways was a, an ideal time to grow up, it seemed worry free. You had in those days, you know, you had one kind of Coke. You didn't have to choose from seven or eight different ones. And I was living near the Oak Ridge swimming pool, which early pictures show that to be a farm pond, spring fed. The water was cold. Took my swimming lessons down there like thousands of others and learned how to swim down there. And that was a real attraction. We were proud that we had one of the largest swimming pools in the country at that time.  But you did, you did travel by foot or bicycle. I thought they planned the city pretty well because of the sidewalks there always seemed to be a sidewalk to follow. And ... 
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did they have a, you know, when you were a young man did they have sidewalks? 

MR. WEIST: Oh, yes. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Or did they still have boardwalks? 
MR. WEIST: I, when I, in the '50’s, it was sidewalks and the boardwalks were pretty, pretty well gone. I do remember a lot of people, of course during World War II, they heated their homes with coal. And I can remember my parents talking about that, and then in the '50’s, you could still see the old coal box. Quite often coal boxes were still sitting there but people had gone on to electric heat, by that time. I really enjoyed growing up here in the '50’s there. It just seemed a healthy place.  We didn't hear about the pollutants that we hear about today. I think a lot of that came to light in the 1980’s. But now we know in the 1950’s and ‘60’s with, especially with the thermonuclear programs that were going on, those type weapons programs did generate some pollutants that we're cleaning up today. And we have great strides in cleaning them up. Myself today, I'm making, my career is environmental compliance. And I've seen just in the past 15 years great improvement in environmental clean-up. And they, in the next eight years, they think they're going to make another great stride towards doing, completing that clean up. But in those days it seemed to be a worry-free period in the 1950’s and ‘60’s and maybe that's one of the reasons I wanted to move back here is have my children have a taste of that.
MR. MCDANIEL: Did ... ? So, ok, so let's move on. This may be something you may not know about. It may just all be speculation, but let’s talk about ... 
MR. WEIST: Now, conspiracy theories. For example a fella yesterday that I knew, he said that a friend of his swore that Oak Ridge was a socialist experiment that was being conducted by FDR [President Franklin D. Roosevelt], that he swore it was a socialist experiment. And he said and he told his friend that it wasn’t that, he said that he even got him a pass to come in and visit, and after he came to visit he swore even worse that it was a socialist experiment because every structure and everything.  So I guess there would be people that would think that, well, there were things that went on in Oak Ridge during the years past, being that nobody’s going to know about, nobody’s ever going to know about.  
MR. MCDANIEL: Do you think there are things that happened here that we don’t know about that, that happened you know, that will never come to light?
MR. WEIST: Well, I don’t know about that too much as far as it relates to Oak Ridge.  Now I do, I have read that FDR’s New Deal and the TVA program that he started, there was a lot of social experimentation that went with that.  They were, this whole thing of community housing and community sharing of certain things and the whole idea of, we’re going to take your property for the good whole.  Those were social experiments that were brand new to this country.  And there were a lot of people that were afraid of government controlling too much. But I as far as the Oak Ridge effort and project I’ve not heard that, and to me in what I’ve read and seen, there was real fear of Adolph Hitler getting the bomb.  It was a race for the bomb in 1942.  And even before, when we realized the power in splitting the atom and so everyone collectively was working towards that goal of doing whatever they were told to do here, because they knew was to help win the war, and to help end, bringing that war to an early end.  And I don’t know of much in the way of social experimentation that went on.  I do know that there was still segregation of the races back then.  The blacks and whites were separate and it was only until 1955, I believe it was, ‘54 or ’55, that we were told from Washington, being a government town and government influence that we would stop the segregation. We would integrate and that was big news in the South.  I certainly remember, although I didn’t learn it from my family, but it’s picked up from your peers. I remember very well, you know, the kind of prejudice that went on and thankfully that was changed.  It’s amazing that we waited until 1955 to begin that change and it was a long road after that before real change occurred.  But that was in the social realm that was significant to me. 
MR. MCDANIEL: What about scientific experimentation? What was this whole story, and this is not a big part of it but I think this is a part of Oak Ridges' history and a thought process is what wasn't, wasn't there a thing here, I'm going turn this off for a second. Wasn't there something that heard stories about ok, so we're going to talk about animal research. Wasn't there a farm back over or isn't there still a farm back over behind Scarboro or something? 

MR. WEIST: Yes. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Where they did animal experimentation or they buried... ? 
MR. WEIST: Yes.
MR. MCDANIEL: Or somebody, somebody's just told me recently that there is no way that that property can still be sold by DOE because it's still got irradiated carcasses, bones in the ground. 

MR. WEIST: That's, that's partially true. There's a few spots on some of that area what's today managed by Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, but still the Department of Energy property. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So tell me about was it a, was it a ... a farm? 
MR. WEIST: It was a, it was a farm. It's no longer an active farm. It was called the C.A.R.L. facility. Stood for Comparative Animal Research Lab, and, of course, in those days, we were trying to learn the benefits of radiation of nuclear energy and we knew that it could be beneficial but it could be very harmful. So they were trying to find that line. And a lot of research was done on animals.  In fact, I think they even brought some of the animals that were impacted from the nuclear tests in Nevada, brought those to Oak Ridge for study. So a lot of, some biologists and scientists were, were studying that area over there to the east and south of the Y-12 plant was, the C.A.R.L. facility, out not far from where the Clark Center park area is today. They did, of course, have to bury the carcasses and, and, but that, that program went on for quite some time.  And I think we learned a great deal about the effects on tissue on biological information that we, we got from that. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So you didn't have any cows out there glowing at night? 
MR. WEIST: Nothing that severe. (Laughter) 
MR. MCDANIEL: That was another thing I had heard. Yeah, that they had brought some of the animals, some of the animals from the test site in Nevada that had been brought out here ... 

MR. WEIST: Yes. 
MR. MCDANIEL: ... to study. 
MR. WEIST: And, you know, there, there's pros and cons on, you know, how far you should do testing on animals. I do know that they accidentally sold some file cabinets that still had some photographs in it not too many years ago. Whoever, during one of these property sales efforts that they do, some of those photographs were viewed by this person who bought this filing cabinet and they were quite surprised at, at pictures of animals and various. I'm, don't know that much about the, the actual pictures except that it did hit the newspapers. It was a big deal. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Well, is that right? 
MR. WEIST: Yeah. 
MR. MCDANIEL: I don't remember that. Was there anything else you want to talk about? Anything else that, you know, that you want to talk about? Why do you think Oak Ridge, why do you think it’s important for Oak Ridge to preserve its history? Why can't it just kind of fall away, I mean, you know, is it important enough too, that somebody really preserve the history of this place? 
MR. WEIST: I think so. I think we are so unique. We’ve, even today have got such a varied background. You can go to knock on the door of 20 different houses and you're likely to get 20 different groups, people from different backgrounds, ethnic backgrounds. We're really an international city in many ways. A wide varied group of people with varied interests. We can boast of having one of the longest lists of organizations within our town. A small town relatively speaking and yet we've got an organization for almost everything. There's just a lot of varied interests and that really makes for a neat community. When you can find something going on, if you can't find something going on of interest in Oak Ridge then I would be surprised. That's one of the unique things about it. 
MR. MCDANIEL: But why preserve the history? I mean why is it important? 
MR. WEIST: I think it was important in that, whether you want to look at the moral implications of using an atomic weapon against other human beings or not, the Manhattan Project was the largest single industrial project in the history of the world. Now that fact alone has got to make you stand back and look. What happened here?  What happened here was of a large, very huge, in terms of human effort. The K-25 building once the largest building in the world. Forty-four acres under one roof. It's still standing out there but it's slated for demolition. We want to be able to fully interpret that effort.  The work at Y-12, the very first full production enrichment of uranium through the electromagnetic process. And then the work with now all the calutrons, many thousands of people working on a project that they didn't really know what project, what the end product was going to be. But they had faith in their government, faith that they were doing the right thing. They knew that we had to defeat Nazi Germany and imperial Japan and they were working hard every day to do that. Even, one thing that I'd like to mention too, is that we do want to honor the veterans who have served this, their country in all the various wars. But we also want to recognize those many thousands of contractors who stayed here during World War II and knew they were on a defense project and dedicated their selves. My father and many others stayed here for, my dad worked for 44, almost 45 years, with his job at Y-12 and was dedicated to it and I think those people deserve our thanks, deserve to be honored. So the Oak Ridge story is one of it's a great story of people pulling together working for a common cause and doing it, you know. They've been called the greatest generation. Tom Brokaw has used that term describing the World War II generation, and I think that, that close, fits pretty closely. I know they seem to, there was almost a, something about them that would cause them to work without complaint. And I know there were always those that complained but they were a breed that seems that put up with a lot for the good of their country so that I think they deserve our thanks for that. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Good! There we go. That's a good sound bite. I think that's all I need. 
MR. WEIST: Well, I can't think of anything I, I thought about jotting down some ...           

[End of Interview]
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