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MR. MCDANIEL: All righty, then, what I want to do is we’re going to sit here and just chat.

MR. VALENTINO: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: You’re going to just talk to me about ... whatever we decide to talk about.

MR. VALENTINO: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: And I might adjust the camera but I'll stop anything, so ... 

MR. VALENTINO: That’s fine. 
MR. MCDANIEL: We’re in good shape and I'll probably have these on just to kind of double check.  

MR. VALENTINO: Ok. No problem. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Everything’s good. All righty what do you want to talk about? 
MR. VALENTINO: It’s up to you. 
MR. MCDANIEL: You know, what about, let's talk about, let's talk about history. 
MR. VALENTINO: Ok. That sounds good to me since this is a history documentation, documentary. 
MR. MCDANIEL: What do you? What, what are you? I mean, what do you know the...the, the most about? Tell me a little bit about the early days of Oak Ridge. 
MR. VALENTINO: The early days as I know it is, well, you know, mostly through stories and through some of the people that are still here today, you know. Probably the first thing, one of the first stories I remember hearing and we had a we had a travel writer in and, and Ed Westcott was talking to this travel writer. And we are sitting, looking there's a famous picture of… 
MR. MCDANIEL: Hold on a second. 
MR. VALENTINO: Ok. 
MR. MCDANIEL: I’m going to start that over. 

MR. VALENTINO: Oh, is that? It’s probably for me Keith. 
MR. MCDANIEL: There we go. 
MR. VALENTINO: Is that all right? 
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok ... 
MR. VALENTINO: All right. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So Ed Westcott was talking ...  
MR. VALENTINO: Yeah Ed Westcott was talking to this travel writer and, and there’s a famous photo that he took. It’s of General Groves looking at a map of Japan. And I remember Ed telling this travel writer that, you know, that night Groves had come back from the Trinity Test Site and had put on his dress uniform. Ed had been taking photos, of course, of the building of a town so he, he kind of knew what was going  on at this point. He said that Groves got on the phone and he was talking to Robert Oppenheimer and he had a yellow pad and he was marking things on this pad. Ed figured out that he was trying to figure out coordinates of where they were going to drop the first atomic bomb. After it was done, Groves said, “Ok, I want you to take a picture of me, Ed,” and you know, looking at this map of Japan and Ed said, “Ok.” Says, “You know General Groves, I want you to look at Tokyo,” because Ed had assumed that that’s where they were going drop the first bomb was Tokyo. Groves said, “I won’t look at Tokyo but I’ll look somewhere near it,” and Ed said at that moment, he knew he lived history. He knew that this was one of the biggest moments in the history of the world and he was right there to photograph it. And that’s one of the first stories I remember hearing that really just gave me goosebumps to think of what these, you know, these men and women here and, of course, throughout the country had gone through. For this project and the pride they felt in, in the work that they had done. I don’t think anyone’s prideful in the fact that, of course, hundreds of thousands of people died as a result, but ending the war was what they were all about. And I think that, I think they were proud of the fact that they were involved in something that brought an end to the war quickly, of course they always… 
MR. MCDANIEL: Sit up a little bit stay, try to, try to sit up straight in your chair and I’m going to adjust this a little bit. You’re a little bit…  
MR. VALENTINO: Is that better? 
MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah ... 
MR. VALENTINO: Ok. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah that’s much better. 
MR. VALENTINO: Ok. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, ok ... 
MR. VALENTINO: You know you always, I always, you know, know the stories or remember the stories of, you know the muddy boots and the dust and…  
MR. MCDANIEL: Ooops. Head phone jack? 
MR. VALENTINO: Is it? Ok? But the muddy boots and the dust and the fact that 75,000 people came here using, you know, the sixth largest bus transportation system in the country, 13 percent of the total electricity in the U.S., and no one knew it existed. And I know from our standpoint, from the Convention and Visitors Bureau standpoint, of you know, when we try to sell the community and sell the history of the city, you know, always starts with one thing and that's how can 75,000 people keep a secret. You know, and right there, you know, you get people because it just couldn't happen today. You know, what happened back then will never happen again and, you know, it’s important I think for people to know it’s not a bomb-making story. It’s a people story. It’s an unbelievable people story. I mean that they created a town that was going 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. You know the average age was around 27-years-old. So I’m not much older than that and to think that the world was essentially put on these peoples shoulders whether they knew it or not, you know. It’s just amazing, you know, I just can’t imagine 27-year-olds today, (laugh) you know, people my age or you know I’m a little older than that, but around my age, taking on this immense project essentially to save the world. So I don’t know. I take a lot of pride in the history that happened here and there’s just so many stories you know I've been fortunate enough…  
MR. MCDANIEL: Sit up straight ... 
MR. VALENTINO: I've been fortunate to be around, you know, a lot of the people who worked and lived this history and to hear their stories and hopefully to help pass those stories on when their time has passed, you know. It’s a story that… 
MR. MCDANIEL: Hold on a second … 
MR. VALENTINO: And I'm just rambling, Keith, so tell me ... 
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, tell me a little bit about and you can smile and be animated and ...
MR. VALENTINO: Got me nervous ... 
MR. MCDANIEL: That's no reason. Tell me a little bit about the bus system in Oak Ridge in the, you know, in the war years.  
MR. VALENTINO: Ok, I'll tell you. You know what I know about it and that’s or at least have learned. You know Lester Fox who I know you’re going to interview. It’s fascinating to know that his, I believe he was 13-years-old when he started helping run the bus system and those buses were going 24 hours a day, 7 days a week bringing workers into the community. It’s important to note that these weren't just workers that were out at the plants, but workers to keep the town going. There were cafeteria workers. There were, you know, workers in the drug stores and the pharmacies and, you know, you name it and they needed that type of work. So construction workers and then you also had the scientists and your engineers and things of that nature. You know, they bused in I believe that they had, you know, you're talking bused not just in but how people got around the town was through the bus system, that was the only way. There were very few cars here and, of course, as there were no paved roads necessarily so you either walked or you took the bus to get to and from work. The buses ran, of course, on the outside of the city to pick workers up to bring them inside of what was then known as the Secret City. I think the transportation, the bus transportation system had played a major role in the success of the project. And it was amazing how well thought out it was, you know, I don t know a whole lot of details on it.  
MR. MCDANIEL: What about ... Talk about, let’s talk about the housing, talk about, talk a little bit about the housing the way it was planned and executed. 
MR. VALENTINO: Well, you know, I looked at Oak Ridge housing and the housing that’s here is almost as some [inaudible] one of the first modular homes that were built. I mean you had the cemestos which were, of course, you know, cement and asbestos packed tightly together. They say they were building a house or putting a house together every 30 minutes. You know I've heard stories of kids who went to school and on their way back from school got lost because they had built a neighborhood up around them which is absolutely amazing that they were building houses that fast. Of course you had, you know, what we called the alphabet of Oak Ridge housing which is the A houses, B houses, C houses, D houses, E four plexes, F houses, H houses. I mean, you know, every letter of the alphabet I think was represented in the housing types that were here. They were built with the best government supplies that were available at that time. I mean my mom lives in a B house today and, you know, they were built to last seven years and you know they’re still the ones that were taken care of and that have been updated and upgraded are still in great shape today. I mean she’s got cherry floors and just a beautiful, you know, little house. There were all types of housing, I mean, for the construction workers there was hutments, you know, which were essentially were little shacks with a coal burning stove in the middle of it. You know, they used a lot of the housing or temporary housing that was used to build Norris Dam which was up, you know, where TVA built the first dam in the TVA system. A lot of that temporary housing was brought here to help house some of the construction workers. And what’s amazing is you know they planned for a city of 13,000 people. You know it grew to 75,000 before the end of the war. So, as you know, as much growth as you had in that short period of time, it’s amazing how well planned everything was. The housing was built around town pockets and so you have a place like Jackson Square Historic Park which is essentially an outdoor shopping center, still maintaining a lot of its original character, you know, that’s where everybody shopped, in that area. That's where they shopped. You had the Grove Center same thing, you know. They had neighborhoods around the Grove Center and that’s where everybody shopped, and so it was genius almost. I mean, that’s in a lot of ways I look at what Rarity Ridge is doing today, one of the newer developments that’s going on where they’re going to build a shopping center and they’re going to build recreation and they’re going to, you know, all for their one neighborhood development which is Rarity Ridge, and they call that new urban development. Well, this was done, you know, 60 years ago right here in Oak Ridge by the government. I mean as far as a way to keep the people together, keep them entertained, taken care of all their essential needs. So it’s amazing how well planned out the housing was as far as, you know, everything. They put housing, they put your shopping center, some entertainment parks, things like that, everything to keep people entertained during that time and to keep them motivated to keep working. So I think that’s one of the neat things about the way the houses went up and there again you know going up every 30 minutes. You just can’t imagine that today for something to actually be livable, you know. You put a house together in 30 minutes today, you don’t expect it to stay for you know five days let alone you know 50 years. And those houses are still in great shape today so… 
MR. MCDANIEL: Talk about, a little bit about the economic impact to the area initially…  
MR. VALENTINO: Right. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Initially, what kind of impact did, economic impact did the building of Oak Ridge have to East Tennessee and this area. 
MR. VALENTINO: Sure. 
MR. MCDANIEL: And then we’ll move on and talk a little bit about what the economic impact the government has had to East Tennessee since… 
MR. VALENTINO: Right. 
MR. MCDANIEL: …since 1949. 
MR. VALENTINO: Right. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Or something like that. 
MR. VALENTINO: Well, I think, you know, initially you think about unfortunately some families were moved out. You know, 3,000 some people were moved out of this area for this project but some of those people were given jobs with the Manhattan Project.  
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok ... 
MR. VALENTINO: Ok. I guess just from a straight money standpoint you know there was 2 billion dollars spent on the Manhattan Project total, to put that in perspective that 2 billion dollars the US government’s budget at that time was 32 billion dollars. So this was a big chunk of money for the Federal government to spend on one project, and a secret project at that. Sixty cents out of every dollar that was spent on the Manhattan project was spent right here in Oak Ridge. So you’re talking, in other words, about one point you know six or…  
MR. MCDANIEL: Two. 
MR. VALENTINO: Two point, yeah, if ... 
MR. MCDANIEL: One point. 
MR. VALENTINO: One point six two billion or ... 
MR. MCDANIEL: One point two billion ... 
MR. VALENTINO: One point two billion…  
MR. MCDANIEL: That’s ok. 
MR. VALENTINO: Sorry Keith.  
MR. MCDANIEL: That’s ok. 
MR. VALENTINO: But 1.2 billion dollars was spent here. A lot of the people that were displaced as a result of the government choosing this area for most of the research facilities and to build this town. A lot of those people had steady work for the first time really in their lives. I mean they were, it was more of a rural area, lot of agricultural and things of that nature. So, you know, just from that standpoint the amount of money that was being pumped into this area really helped places like Knoxville grow or surrounding counties grow. Our own, you know, this own area grow to some degree Anderson and Roane County, you know, and that continues on today. I mean, you know, I don’t think you’d have the growth you have in Knoxville or the high tech industries you have in what we call the Technology Corridor, if it wasn't for the work that was done here in the ‘40s that continues on today. So it has a tremendous impact on, you know, our area, East Tennessee, and more importantly the state of Tennessee. It represents quite a bit of, you know, revenue whether that be from, you know, jobs or tax dollars, or you know, things of that nature. I mean it’s just, it has made a tremendous difference on the state of Tennessee and the way the state of Tennessee, I think, is viewed by some people as far as a place to relocate industry. 
MR. MCDANIEL: What do you think would have happened if, after the Manhattan Project, after they shut down and the Cold War didn't happen I mean you know that's what kept Oak Ridge alive?  
MR. VALENTINO: Sure, sure ... 
MR. MCDANIEL: Talk a little bit about what kept Oak Ridge, about the end of the Manhattan Project. 
MR. VALENTINO: Right. 
MR. MCDANIEL: And then what happened to make Oak Ridge continue? Talk a little bit about that. 
MR. VALENTINO: Well, it’s interesting. I remember, you know, hearing, reading and learning about, you know, after the war ended, you know. I think it’s interesting to note that quote unquote the Russians took the plans for the atomic bomb. Now it was done here in two years, two and half years from scratch without having any plans at all and it still took the Russians five years to make an atomic bomb and to issue that threat.  I remember after the war, you know, people thought this place would shut down. There was no need for it anymore, that perhaps some of the land would be returned to its original owners. Then the Cold War kicked in, in Oak Ridge and the need for this type of research and this type of, you know, development as far as nuclear weapons and things of that nature really kicked into high gear with the Cold War. The fear of Russia, you know, having more missiles than we have or being able to blow us off the map before we could blow them off the map. I mean that’s kind of the gist of what I felt about the, you know, learned about the Cold War, is that Oak Ridge was one of those places. Someone once told me, they said if you want to really put Y-12 into perspective, and in a nutshell, if you want to know one facility in the United States that ran Russia into the ground and caused the collapse of the Russians, it’s the Y-12 National Security Complex because they could just not keep up with the production capabilities that Y-12 had as far as weapons production is concerned. So I think that kind of puts Y-12, to me, in perspective as far as the importance of the work that was done here. I mean if Russia couldn't keep up with, you know, one plant, one facility you know they could not keep up with the production that was being done here. So that’s what, you know, a town that, of course, right after the war, the population went from probably from 75,000 right back down to thirty, to 30,000 maybe a little more and its remained relatively flat since then. We haven’t gained or lost too much if you really, you know, think about it. So over sixty years our population’s remained relatively steady. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Talk a little bit about the… 
MR. VALENTINO: Really. 
MR. MCDANIEL:  I can hear your, I can hear your stomach growling. 
MR. VALENTINO: Can you really? 
MR. MCDANIEL: I could a while ago not any more. 
MR. VALENTINO: Sorry. 
MR. MCDANIEL: That’s ok. Talk a little bit about the, the you know, as you promote Oak Ridge as… 
MR. VALENTINO: Right. 
MR. MCDANIEL: …as a historic site, you know, what, why do you think that? I mean, you know, what’s the purpose, what’s the purpose of preserving the history of Oak Ridge? 
MR. VALENTINO: Right. I think, you know, part of the purpose, of course, is so that future generations can learn from what went on here. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, go ahead. 
MR. VALENTINO: Ok, from a history standpoint, you know this story was rated by USA Today and Museum Magazine as the most significant event of the 20th century and people don’t know about it. People don’t know that this town was created with its sole purpose of being to research ways to enrich uranium or to find a way to enrich plutonium and played a significant role in the ending of World War II. I think as far as promoting history and why it’s important, it’s important for future generations to know what happened here. Not only what happened here from, you know, from a bomb perspective but to know the people’s story and the people that actually created this and made this happen. I think that’s more important than anything. To know that these were, you know, by all accounts everyday Americans who came here not necessarily knowing what they were working on, but knew that they were doing something that would significantly impact the war, and that’s all that mattered to them. So, you know, we, we tell the story preserving, you know, some of the buildings and some of the places where some of these things happened, you know, from a history standpoint. People want to see the original things. They don’t, you know, but say they’ll settle for a replica, but wouldn't it be nice if history came to life more, if they can see the original, you know. The Graphite Reactor is a perfect example. Here you can see the world’s first fully operational nuclear reactor and you tour it. You can go in there. You can see the face of it. You can go up into the control room. You can see where they got their first sustained reaction and the writing in the book. I mean, I think, you know, you look at the handwriting in the book of where they wrote that they had their first sustained reaction and it comes to life right there. And, you know, that was the first reactor in the entire world ever. And today, if you look at a control room for a nuclear reactor its very similar to what they built in 1944, 1943, 1944, with a slide ruler and a pencil, you know, there was no computer technology back then. There was no, you know, they basically had mathematicians coming in and working out problems and things of that nature. I mean it’s just amazing. So from a tourism perspective, telling that story and getting that story out there, and not only just focusing our efforts on, you know, I think the Secret City is the hook. I think getting people to understand that a Secret City was built and that, you know, there was, you know, all these people here doing this work and they were all, all on the same mission and trying to help the war, but also that story continues that reactor, you know, after the war created all the radioisotopes for cancer treatment. So they found peace time uses for wartime machines, which you know, which I think is also pretty amazing. I mean there were just so many discoveries that have come out of here. The basis for the Nuclear Navy and, you know, things of that nature. I mean I just, nuclear medicine, you name it, from a nuclear standpoint and it was essentially created here or improved here. So there’s just so much, so many different angles to the story to be able to tell visitors. You know, and our hope is not to just to tell them but being able being able to show them some of these sites and things of that…  
MR. MCDANIEL: Good, good man ...
[End of Interview]
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