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MR. MCDANIEL: All right, we're rolling. Let's ... Tell me a little bit about how you came to Oak Ridge.

MR. STOKES: Ok. My father worked in the coal mines in West Frankfurt, Illinois. I am one of six children and he came down, he worked war production jobs during the war. He was deferred because of his eyesight so he worked the war production jobs and had been working on oil refineries and different jobs but he heard about the job opening up in Tennessee. So in January through to February, 1944, he and an uncle, his brother, came down and got a job with Tennessee Eastman. In, I guess, it was July the Fourth, 1944, my mother and five brothers and sisters moved down to Oak Ridge. To 574 West Outer Drive. Dusty roads, what people say, boardwalks. Some places didn't have boardwalks. It was a very busy town at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, this was '44?
MR. STOKES: 1944. 

MR. MCDANIEL: July?
MR. STOKES: July 4th.

MR. MCDANIEL: July 4th, 1944.

MR. STOKES: Never will forget, my mother being what I call a flatlander, was very upset with the mountains and coming over the, I guess, around Crossville, the old highway, steep banks. She was very upset most of the way and did not really like the mountains. But she eventually grew to love, as we do, here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where did you all come from?

MR. STOKES: West Frankfurt, Illinois. My dad, like I say, he had originally worked in coal mines but had moved into war production jobs as, I guess, a mechanic and insulator and craftsman. Worked for several places and ... We moved quite frequently. I started in the first grade at Frankfurt School in West Frankfurt. Second grade was in Edwardsville, Illinois. He was working a, I guess, refinery job there. Third grade was down here at Highland View School. Goodness, we moved from West Outer Drive to, I guess, being six children in the family, eight all together, we moved, we got a D House, 324 East Fairview Road, and I went to, I guess it was Elm Grove School. We moved off the reservation for a short while, this was after the war, and I went a short time at a school over near the base of the Cumberland Mountains, called Donovan. Very rustic, outdoor privies, no running water and we didn't stay there but, I guess, one year. Moved back to Oak Ridge and then went to Linden School. Attended Linden School, along with my brothers and sisters. Attended the old Jefferson Junior High School, which is now Robertsville. Of course, the old school had been torn down, but when I went there the original Robertsville School, the aluminum fire escapes were still there.

MR. MCDANIEL: What do you remember ... ? Or do you remember coming to Oak Ridge? I mean, how old were you, about seven?
MR. STOKES: Nine. Nine-years-old. Nine-years-old.

MR. MCDANIEL: You ought to remember something.

MR. STOKES: I do. It was hot and dusty. And, coming down through the mountains, I, personally, remember Dad sending pinecones home while he was down. Course, up in southern Illinois, we didn't have pine trees and it was very unusual to see pinecones and the things he sent through the mail. We didn't get to see him very often. Gas was rationed, tires were rationed. It was not a good time as far as consumer products.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... So what do you remember about Oak Ridge when you first got here?

MR. STOKES: Well, like I said, the boardwalks were built in a lot of places, all the bus stops were temporary shelters, buses ran and the best I recollect, there was no charge, it seems like there were soldiers driving the buses, and some were, seemed to be open. But that didn't last very long and it wasn't long after that they started charging, of course, bus fare. I know I had a brother, and the story I like to tell is we were of course 9 and 8-years-old. My younger brother and I, we made our spending money at the bus stops. The boardwalks were nailed down and people, getting in their pocket to get money out, would drop that through the cracks in the boardwalk. We would take two dogwood sticks, one split and one solid and push down on the coin that you could see through the crack and get it to stand up. Then the split stick would pull that out. We kept jingle money in our pockets at all times by looking for coins at the bus stop. Oak Ridge was a different place. Of course, the gates were here, my younger brother and I, at some later time, sold newspapers to the workers coming in. It was the Knoxville Journal morning paper and we sold many, many papers every morning at the Oliver Springs gate which wasn't too far from our house. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So, so, so Oak Ridge when you were a kid -- and you were here when you were a kid -- I mean, it was really busy. There were a lot of people tell me a little bit about that.

MR. STOKES: Busy, busy, busy. Of course, what I remember being young and going to school, the adults were busy seemed like day and night. A lot of people worked shift work seven days a week. I’d remember the children, neighbors, seemed like all time that we, no matter where we moved, people were continuously going and coming...as we did. I went through I think through the 12th grade, ten schools. And it was an amazing time and a lot of those schools were in Oak Ridge. But we would move into a neighborhood and you make friends and those young friends two months, three months, six months later, they were gone, they'd moved on. Especially after the war ended, the people, a lot of people moved back to their homes and I can understand that. Mom and Dad talked about moving back to our home with their parents being there and sisters and brothers which would be my aunts and uncles. But we stayed in Oak Ridge and here I am 60 years later. 
MR. MCDANIEL: What... So let’s talk a little bit about the war years and you were a kid. What do you remember? What do you remember doing I mean ... 
MR. STOKES: Ok. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Anything kind of, maybe, unique? 

MR. STOKES: Ok. One thing I was leading to was in with the ... in the neighborhoods every neighborhood, no matter where you were as a child, the people would gather the young children and they'd always be a sand, what I call a sandlot, basketball goal, place to play marbles, ring-type marbles roly-poly, which was a hole, we acquired large washers and even had washer, pitching washers to a hole with a can in it to see who could get the most in the can, of course, that was a game. We spent a lot of time at the schools. The schools had playgrounds. We spent a lot of time in the woods and exploring and this would be a group of maybe 5 to 10 young boys, mostly boys, and all the old homes which were still here, barns, peach orchards, apple orchards. We would go out and the strawberries ripe we have a time exploring, walking the old roads that were original to Oak Ridge, be gone all day without the mothers being worried because the city was fenced. And we had a large playground which was basically the Oak Ridge reservation. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So were there a lot of like those old barns and buildings? 
MR. STOKES: All, all over. In fact, there was one that I remember in particular was at the pool and it was a scout meeting place near the swimming pool. There was another one next to where Willow Brook School is. They were the old farm houses were left and used by the government and by the people for different functions in town. One set with, along with two maple trees right across from the Civic Center, where the Civic Center is now. And they finally torn that down and the last few of those remaining they torn down and relocated over to the UT farm. And the UT farm was not a UT farm. Those were all moved in to house the people who were working the UT farm here in Oak Ridge. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? 
MR. STOKES: Mmm-hmm ... 
MR. MCDANIEL: What did you go to the movies? Did you have, you know ... ? 

MR. STOKES: I'm glad you asked that. (laughs) 
MR. MCDANIEL: Then tell me about that. 

MR. STOKES: That was, I guess, a real experience, like I say, there was so much for children as well as adults. We had our recreation centers but that was for adults. Bowling alleys young boys could set pins, earn money, but the movies -- the Jefferson Theatre in particular -- had the Little Atoms Club and all, I guess, the theaters, the Grove and the Center, the Reg. I didn't have much to do with the Playtime Theater in Happy Valley. That was too far out of town to walk or catch a bus to, so we basically stayed in town and attended the functions at the theater. One particular thing they had at this Little Atoms Club would have Duncan yoyo people in to do demonstrations, with the old Duncan yoyos. They would have a magician and one time in particular, never will forget it, the magician invited about 10 people up on stage and he was going to do a mass hypnosis. I had a brother on each side, younger brother and my older brother, one year older, and we were watching intensely, intensely what was going on. The magician said now put your hands together, your fingers, and the harder you push you feel that pressure. You pull slightly yet that pressure is still there. You, your hands are becoming stuck together. And about that time, he says, now the harder you pull the tighter they get. I had a brother reach over, my older brother, and says my hands are stuck, (laughs) get them loose. And of course I pulled his fingers apart. But we had a interesting life here in Oak Ridge, always fun. What I enjoyed most is the people in Oak Ridge. It, the people here were special. I guess with common cause and a common purpose. 
MR. MCDANIEL: What about, what about when you were a young man and there's so many soldiers around? I mean, there were a lot of military around and what was that like and was it scary? I mean you know the guards were around and everything or was that just part of just you didn't think much about it? 
MR. STOKES: You really didn't think much about it. I know when we came here Dad had guns and a camera. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Hold on a minute ... Ok. 

MR. STOKES: You asked about the soldiers, the guards? 
MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. 
MR. STOKES: Well, of course, there were two type of soldiers here, our military people. One was the SED, Special Engineer Detachment, of course, which you know about that basically supplemented the plants with special skills. And then you had the guard force which, and I suppose, they were military as well, that were guards on the gate. And these same guards patrolled the whole perimeter of Oak Ridge. There were roads around most of Oak Ridge along the fence and it was continuously patrolled. The vehicles, the machine guns and the armed vehicles, and where there was not roads, which in one case it was over off of west outer down from Oliver Springs gate, they patrolled on horseback as well as other places. And reason I know that, we used to slip through the fence and watch for horse patrol they'd go by. We slip under the fence, it wasn't hard to get under go to the outside store and buy candy when it was available and then slip back through the fence into Oak Ridge. That would have been frowned upon had they caught us. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So, so, Oak Ridge, I mean, there was a fence all the way around Oak Ridge?

MR. STOKES: All the way around Oak Ridge, and if I'm not mistaken, seven guard gates and the roads were horrendous. Illinois Avenue and what we know today did not exist. A lot of the original roads that were here were utilized crooked and 'course the city was laid out with different roads which we have now. But the guard, I started to tell you about that they were sort of special. Dad had some friends who were soldiers and that was one source. Of course with the rationing, it took the coupons to get candy, coffee and a lot of things, if you had a friend the soldiers had their PX, which was over about where our Downtown is. They could go in and buy some commodities that civilians could not at stores. I remember the long lines drug stores, grocery stores and walking in to meat counters with my mom and dad, and there not being meat to buy, no coffee to buy. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Let's do that again. I adjusted the camera just a little bit. 
MR. STOKES: Ok. 
MR. MCDANIEL: So you start with you remember the long lines? 

MR. STOKES: The long lines at all the grocery stores of course each community, the way Oak Ridge was laid out, a lot of people today do not realize it, was somewhat independent with a drug store, and grocery store. Of course, you had the Ogden center, Pine Valley, Middle Town, the one out at Happy Valley, East Village, Hill Top, West Village -- which is now Bruner's -- there was whatever store you went into, there was lines and even if you had money. If you didn't have the rationing coupons, the appropriate ones, you couldn't get the product if they had it. I specifically recall my dad having a vehicle. He had to save his gas coupons by riding with other people, catching the bus so we could once a year make a trip to visit my grandparents 400 mile away in southern Illinois. Another thing auto repair parts and tires were nonexistent. If you had a flat tire and ruined the tire you would boot it. I remember many a time any, anyone that was lucky enough to have a car would do that and do their own repairs to have the transportation. We live in a different world today, world of conveniences, but the old times in Oak Ridge was lovely. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember ... ? Talk about recreation, talk about, a little bit about organized recreation. 

MR. STOKES: There was an extensive recreation program run by the government here in Oak Ridge. And the matter of fact I've got a book that completely describes every rec hall, bowling alley, every program, fishing contest, softball, baseball, tennis courts, tennis court dances. That book, of course, being young I didn't have that knowledge but in reading that book the government did an excellent job laying out this city and recreation for the people: bowling alleys, the one at Jackson square, Jefferson and, I believe, one at Middle Town and the plant had leagues. Baseball was a very popular, fishing contest, fishing rodeos for the adults and that was basically managed by the recreation program. I had a good friend Shep Lauter, fact of the matter, I had an aunt that came down from southern Illinois and sung for him, for his establishment, at Grove Center in the rec hall. MR. MCDANIEL: So who's Shep, so tell me ... 
MR. STOKES: Shep Lauter. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, who's that? 
MR. STOKES: And he, I suppose was in charge of the recreation program here in Oak Ridge, early Oak Ridge. I also had the experience of knowing Shep personally. As a high school student we had the, course, Wildcat Den, which is now the Midtown Community Center, where we are now. He was the overseer. There was some slight fee and high school students come down Friday night dances and pool tables and programs for the youth of this city and he was a strict disciplinarian. You didn't sit on his pool tables, you didn't cause any problems in this building otherwise you were out.(laughs) And he was a swell man. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Well, tell me, Ok, so, let's move to your working years. 
MR. STOKES: Ok. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, work. What did, I mean you, after you, after you went to school and got out of school, you came back to Oak Ridge? 

MR. STOKES: What I did I went two years to Tennessee Tech, moved from Tennessee Tech to UT for one year. Got married and had a sweet little wife, Betty, who blessed me with four dear children. But what I did while going to UT I was working in a machine shop, tow auto machine, keeping books, accounting, doing payrolls, billing, collecting, 'cause I was in personnel management, business at UT. Helping in, in slack periods he would ask me, "Do you want to come out and do, get some more hours doing machine work?"  Or doing inspecting with machinist tools? And I said, "Well sure, I need the hours and the income while going to school and married,” and did that and got enough experience in that machine shop in Knoxville that I made application at Y-12 and was accepted as, I guess, it was a boilermaker operator classification, which is a bargaining unit classification and hired in to the Assembly Division November the 30th 1959. And, of course, as you well know, the Assembly Division  works on, I guess, weapons components. I have fond memories, I have many memories of different programs, of working with the Lawrence Livermore people, Sandia people, special production, all weapons tests components most of them were built at Y-12, the components, string gauges and, and everything. I believe in my 40 years at three plants, every day I learned something new. It was, it was an education that did not stop with school. I contribute that to a good employer which was initially Union Carbide and then Lockheed-Martin and will never forget the friends, a lot who are gone now, that I hired in with. Like I say, I was a boilermaker operator and a lot of the people that I hired in with, and I was a burrheaded young whippersnapper, 23-years-old, and most of those people had worked at K-25 and other places and were the age of my father. But I got along swell with those people and they were conscientious, dedicated workers and which exemplifies, ok ... 'Cept through...of what and I worked, Y-12 was only a start and I worked there and was promoted to supervisor in 1968 and became a supervisor of 22 machinists assemblymen that on Friday I was working with them, on Monday I was there, I guess, as a supervisor which was a strange ... Over the environmental rooms in Beta 2 in assembly,  component assembly in Beta 2 and eventually Beta 2 E, in 1975 August, there was 13 supervisors and a department head. Bob Ellison left Y-12 to start up CPL, Component Preparation Lab, which was a centrifuge assembly area, matter of fact, its -- and centrifuges, stayed there about six months became a [inaudible] supervisor, assistant general supervisor and a general supervisor. We completed the component test lab, CPL, we also built 120 machines for Goodyear, Garret and Boeing on contract with their people in our facilities to make up the CPDF, Component Preparation Facility, test facility, CPTF, test facility and those 200 machines that our people check ran the rotors and balanced as needed and assembled ran for two years before they shut down. It's the tall building you see next to the Turnpike. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh yeah? 
MR. STOKES: I suppose they are still there, my people, but they started phasing the, after we accomplished our mission, which was to take people off the street and see if they can be trained and build centrifuges successfully we did that by running 120 machines two years. I went over, was asked if I would become division safety and health officer and did, for two years. I had centrifuge division safety and health and also what we called a safety review board. Development was going on, I had about five engineers on a committee and we reviewed any procedure change any building change, any process change that went on and approved prior to it being put into operation for the division director, left there and 1985, June '85 moved to Oak Ridge National Lab for the maintenance division and equipment division, became safety environmental radiation control officer as well as had the industrial hygiene for 850 people, and like I said, I learned every day, and had all the appropriate training for oversight in all those categories and we worked every area in the Oak Ridge National Lab. 

[End of Interview]
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