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MR. MCDANIEL: Obviously, what I want to talk to you about is your family now ... 
MR. COPELAND: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, tell me a little bit about your family's background and in this area ...

MR. COPELAND: Ok

MR. MCDANIEL: ... First of all.

MR. COPELAND: Ok. Starting with, I guess, my dad, who was J. Nash Copeland, and he and my mother, Juanita ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Hold on just a second ...Let me adjust that a little bit, straighten your shirt out one more time. There we go, there we go, that's good.  Yeah because I remember seeing a picture of the store ...

MR. COPELAND: Right, right, which is in the museum.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah let's start over.

MR. COPELAND: Ok. Dad, J. Nash Copeland, and my mother, Juanita, of course, they started and had a country grocery store in what we call Robertsville, Tennessee, which is where I was born. And that was the Downtown area encompassed all those acres. I think he had 12 or 13 acres, of course, it's bigger now but that's about what he had.  And he had a country grocery store right next, at the crossroads, which would have been, oh, about where the BP station or somewhere along in there where they built the new Starbucks in that area. And then my grandfather lived at the end of Emory Valley right overlooking where the marina is on the right on that road right there where they built that.  My uncle, Dad's brother, Glen, who was the oldest of the family, lived in the old stone house that was at Elza Gate, right on the left side, right before you got to the old gate where you came in, came in to Oak Ridge. And of course it's torn down now but they used it for a guard house and for a beer joint and what have you and we had those. And those are the people that lived around here. And Mom and Dad had their first child here, who died when she was about 19 days old. It was a little girl and she's buried in a cemetery up above, off of Emory Valley Road in that little cemetery that sits up there. And, all in all, we were just here ... course I had two brothers and we all lived here. I went to ... I attended Scarborough School which was the ... UT-owned the C.A.RL. ... whatever Comparative Animal [Research] Laboratory, whatever it was going into Carbide, but that ... I attended the first and second grades in that school.  But Dad and Mom worked real hard and they were ... just really had a great little business in the country and that's what they did.

MR. MCDANIEL: So when... when did they ... Were their parents from here or did they come in here?

MR. COPELAND: No, Dad was actually probably from Inskip, over in Knoxville, Which is where Mom's family lived and he lived. And how they got over here I... I really don't know but my grandfather was James Harrison Copeland.  Had the place there but he was also ... he was a squire in the county and did everything.  Of course, when we were all moved out, they all moved to Clinton.  But he was a Justice of the Peace and ... but he ran, the grandfather ran, against I. C. King for the first time, they ran for political office in Knoxville for whatever that office was. I remember when my mom died, we were going through papers and here I find a handbill and Dad said he had to go around everywhere in Knoxville passing out those handbills. He had to do that. And my grandfather beat I.C. King for that office. And he was elected for that office and so he was sort of, you know, into politics and local politics and guy come in…
MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sorry. Go ahead. So, so they were here had a...had a nice little store.
MR. COPELAND: Right. And two houses. We lived in the house right next to the store which you see in that picture that hangs in the museum.  And a big barn or warehouse that we used set back there and another house that one of the individuals lived in that worked for my father. Dad had all that piece of property and he had built that up and did all this. And my brother and my older brothers and, gee, I was probably ... well, being in the first and second grades, we were just youngsters. And but we had an old scoop that we used to build a clay tennis court. We had a tennis court behind the house where we scooped it out with a scoop that you usually used a horse with, but he was the horse or I was the horse, one or the other. (laughter) But anyway we had to do that and that was our job.  So we did those kind of things. Dad traded eggs, took them over into Knoxville and he ... Cas Walker was one of his suppliers, I guess, in a way, because Cas would take his chickens and stuff because people would trade chickens to Dad and used to candle the eggs and that's the way we did things back in those days. And he had a school bus that he ran a school bus route along with that and a bunch of other things that they did. Used to have a beer joint up the road. If somebody got killed on Saturday night, they all would get drunk and land in jail in Clinton and Dad would have to go to Clinton. It was a long trip back then because you had little bitty country roads and he'd go up and get them out of jail (laughter) over the weekend, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So...so what happened to the family farm and the family place and store when the ...

MR. COPELAND: The dates, as I remember it in 1942 around August, government representatives came in and told Dad and all the people in the area, “You will be out of here by Thanksgiving. Whether we give you what you want for your property remains to be seen. You're going to move. You're out of here.”  And so, consequently, we were out of there at Thanksgiving. Government never gave Dad any more than what he paid for his property and he had a business and all. He sort of got ... got run out of there. I remember there's a story I've heard him tell of one lady, she just got $25 for a little ol' hut and they went on, but of course, you know, things being relative, $25 today was a lot of money back then. They did not, the government was not kind to the landowners down here. Most of the people that lived here had just been displaced by the Federal government before, from up in the Norris area by the flooding of Norris Dam when they opened that. That only happened, not very many years before they came and decided that you have got to get out of here. So, it was quite traumatic to do that. And course, Dad was in business in Clinton, then he took his business to Clinton.  Then he came back to Oak Ridge and signed the number one contract, Management Services, I believe, was the agency that was overseeing all the private stuff and he signed the first contract for ... for a business license to get to go in business. He ran a garage and service station in East Village up there where, I think, Rocky Top Market is now. Arkansas and the Turnpike, he used to be in there and that's where I learned to drive a car, in and off the grease racks in fact.  But, that's where he came to and then he built several other businesses in town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Hold on just a second, if you don't mind.

MR. COPELAND: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sorry. I can't read the sign ... So this was in 19-- what'd we say '42?
MR. COPELAND: Forty-two, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Forty-two, in August and they said you had to ...

MR. COPELAND: Be out of town by Thanksgiving.

MR. MCDANIEL: Be out by Thanksgiving. Do you remember how much he got for his property?

MR. COPELAND: The number he told me was, he had about $6,000 invested in it and that's what he got. He got $6,000. He didn't get anything other than what he'd invested in dollars and cents. He didn't get anything for increased value and the improvements that he'd made or anything, you know. The ... I mean this was his job, his livelihood and, all of a sudden, that was taken away from him and he had to just go somewhere else and start all over again. So, this was quite traumatic I think for everybody concerned and there were a group of people who went to Knoxville and, I think, hired an attorney to fight it but that never gave fruition to any more than what they got. If they got any the attorneys, course, got all that, you know... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Now were there a lot of people, like your family?
MR. COPELAND: Yeah, there were several in that ... I don't remember how many were in the group that got in it but several people did that, yeah. They did that.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, how many kids were there in your family? I mean how many people?

MR. COPELAND: There ... we had, I had two brothers so there were five. There were five of us. Mother and Father and three boys. And then, he had, the people who worked for him were the gentleman named Mead and they lived up there, and he had his wife and daughter and two other girls and I think a mother-in-law, Ms. McGill who was our, kept house for us and, because Mom worked in the store along with Dad, just as hard as he did, so, she sort of looked after the boys, us boys and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: How long had he had the store when you all had to move?
MR. COPELAND: I think about 1933 is the ... because I was born in 1935 there. I was born in the house that you can see just barely above the pillar there, the front bedroom of the house. And my younger brother was born there.  He ... it had to be about 1933 ... 1933 when he came in there.

MR. MCDANIEL: So he was there. So, can you remember, I mean, what did he say? What did ... I mean, you know?

MR. COPELAND: Well, being a young kid, I don't know what he said I'm sure he was just as angry as the rest of them.  That, or he could have been elated. I don't know that. "Here, I'll go to Clinton."  And he did.  He ... we moved from there and he operated a garage and retreading service for tires and stuff right on the corner of where the Ritz Theatre there is there across from the courthouse, right there on the corner.  I think a bank sits there now and Hoskins Drug Store and then you got the ... and he had this place there and when he got out of that he came back to that area. Had a ... had that store and a store in  ... Municipal Market building, which is going into the Downtown area now, right in there where Lockwood Green those people are. And he had an auto and home supply store there, worked a franchise with the BF Goodrich Company. And then he ... we moved to Florida and he had another business down there and we came back -- the family came back -- in ...in '51.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did as the, you know, after you all were displaced and after all of the families were displaced and had to move out and, you know, I know they were upset and tried to get something done about it. Was anything done later? I mean, did the family do anything later? I mean, like, you know, go back to the government and say ... ?

MR. COPELAND: No, we never did. We didn't. You know, today in some instances, people go back and say, "you didn't do us right," and what have you, and they get some compensation. That might have been something he could have done but he wasn't interested in pursuing that or fighting the government. He said that's just what it was at the time and lived ... Dad was a good citizen. He, you know, would've liked to have had it. He didn't need it but when they sold the property Downtown to the Glazer Corporation, I always felt that that should have been something that the heirs or he could have ... that land should have been offered to him for what they paid for it. You know, what they gave him for it. He should have been able to realize that profit.

MR. MCDANIEL: Fly flying around (laughter) ... we'll get it, its ok. We'll get it. I hear it buzzing.

MR. COPELAND: Do you? In the, in the

MR. MCDANIEL: Just a minute. Stop the tape.

[Break in video]

MR. COPELAND: I see you fight the tape. It's gone now ... Is it gone now?

MR. MCDANIEL: No, there it is. Almost. Oh, I missed it. Yeah, I missed it. Hold on, I'll get a piece of paper and I'll whack that thing.
MR. COPELAND: You see it?

MR. MCDANIEL: It's taunting me.

MR. COPELAND: You could hear the fly in the ... ? 
MR. MCDANIEL: I could hear the fly in the audio… because it was flying right around here.

MR. COPELAND: Oh, ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, we'll see. Ok, so did he ... I mean, was he like everybody else, he had no idea what they were ...

MR. COPELAND: No. He ... the ... It was totally secretive. He had ... they had no idea except they were government officials and “You get out.” They had, they didn't know what was going to happen in any way, form or fashion.

MR. MCDANIEL: So what ... ? How did he feel about it after the war, I mean, after it was announced, you know, after they dropped the bombs on Japan?
MR. COPELAND: I don't know that. I never heard him comment on that. It's something that I'm sure that he would have been for had he known. But I, in any conversation that we had, I cannot remember him saying that it was a good deal, bad deal or anything. He made no comment.  Most of the people, I think, were, that I can remember, the old people that came around, being just a little tyke at that time, but later on being involved in the family business that we had, nobody ever said anything derogatory for or against what happened. It was just one of those things that happened in their life. Because probably most of them went on through life and attained another level and grew to, you know, higher ... became either affluent or very well ... were financially able to do whatever they did and...and probably lived a better life now than they had at that point. But ... So I, you know, you know you really didn't hear a lot of grumbling. I know Dad made a, told a story to what's-his-name who did ... on a tape that he's on, that he's

interviewed and he'd tell some stories about how the people felt at that time ... a lot of them were just really disgruntled because they had to pick up and move. But beyond that, and later on, I don't think there was ever anything said.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, tell me about what the ... what it was like before that happened. I mean if you can remember or if you can remember people telling you what it was it was like. It was just the country.
MR. COPELAND: Oh, it was just the total country. You'd come down through here and it was just a road, the Oak Ridge Turnpike was a two-lane road. I believe the Turnpike actually follows that old road as you come through and go down this valley. I know most of it does, particularly in front of the Downtown area where we were. And he ... it was, you know, you went to church. Dad would sell stuff and take it up to the coal mines up on the ... up on the mountain, up on Windrock and...and the churches would have ... baptizing in the swimming pool that Oak Ridger's use now. In fact I fell in it on one time walking across a board. I wasn't being baptized, I just fell in. And then, they'd go down to Wheat. We used to go down there. There's ... which has a church up on a hill. That church still sets there. Keyes Lockett had a store right around the corner from where we are now, down on Robertsville Road right there at, let's see, I forget what they call that during when it was modernized and then a beer joint and whatever they have to do, but after it was Keyes Lockett Store, and that was on the way to Oliver Springs. So, you know, it was, took a long time to go to Oliver Springs. You can get there in 10 minutes now. Before, it seemed like it took 30, 40 minutes, in the eyes of a small kid, how long it took to get down there, but ... And we delivered groceries to the country. They'd, people would call, order their groceries and we'd take and put them in the back of the truck and here we'd go, we'd deliver those groceries. And the Peck's had a farm right, as I told you before, they had a road that run right between us at the crossroads that goes over to C.A.R.L. ... the school.  And the Boyd ... the Boyd Peck's used to have great big farm there, nice, a nice place. And they had a big lot of acreage out front and that farm would be setting somewhere around where the library now sits in that area. But anyway, Guy Jones, who was famous for, around here, for flying, barnstorming, in his days was an aviator and had a bi-wing airplane. That's where I took my first airplane ride was out of J. Boyd Peck's front yard. They took off, they took off out of the field and with Guy Jones flying that airplane, it sure was, I think, for five dollars I got to ride in that airplane. I don't know how I stayed in it but I did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, my goodness ... There was something I was getting ready to ask you ... 

MR. COPELAND: Oh, ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, what was this area, I mean, what it was called before, you know ...

MR. COPELAND: Robertsville. Robertsville. This is Robertsville. Over at where C.A.R.L. is, the school, was the Scarboro community. The Wheat community was on down further and we were just Robertsville. It was Elza Gate up at Elza Gate and in between that was the little communities that we had. Robertsville, my birth certificate ... I was born in Robertsville, Anderson County, Tennessee, and that's where I was born, but you can't go to the map and find Robertsville, Tennessee. If you want to find where that is it no longer exists. It's Oak Ridge.  But that's where I was born. People were at home. If we wanted medical service, the doctors were in Clinton, we had to go to Clinton to go to the doctors. Movies, movie house was up there. We were just strictly country and it was a long way up there, a long way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, once ... once they made the Oak Ridge Reservation and they fenced it off, did you all ever come back?
MR. COPELAND: Yes. I had a young, Dad's younger brother lived inside the area because he worked at one of the plants and they would leave a visitor's pass for us and we'd pick up the visitor's pass and come down and visit them. When Dad opened that business down there, I had to get a badge to work -- to come in -- which would have been around 1945. Even at that point, at that I had to have a commercial badge to get in. He did that for a long time, drove back and forth to Clinton every day.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, what was the business? Tell me again what was the business?
MR. COPELAND: He had a service station, garage, yeah, at Arkansas and Turnpike.  There's a Rocky Top market there now sits but it sat the other way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...

MR. COPELAND: And it was there for a long time until Rocky Top tore some of the old buildings down when they finally built that new market. 

MR. MCDANIEL: I remember that. Would you have any pictures of that? Old pictures of any of that?

MR. COPELAND: There are a bunch of pictures, Keith, that my wife has in a drawer and Terri. They'd have to find those and find them, but there might be some of those.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok... that might be ... I'll probably, like the end of the year, I'll probably be putting that stuff together, you know ...
MR. COPELAND: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... what I need, what I'd like to have in my shot list type of thing so I'll ...

MR. COPELAND: Right. If I can find some of those, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: That'd be great, yeah, I mean, it'd be nice to ...
MR. COPELAND: I... I remember looking through it, yeah, it ... She had a picture of that, I think, the stone house, I don't know if it was a picture or not but they're just old snapshots that they had.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. COPELAND: Terri will have to go through and find them. She's the one that knows where that stuff is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely, absolutely. Well, is there anything you can remember about, you know, your family being displaced or about the early days of Oak Ridge or anything like that that you'd like to talk about?

MR. COPELAND: No, it was a great life though. It was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Hold on a second. I can hear that. 

MR. COPELAND: Good thing you have edit. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah. Ok, go ahead.

MR. COPELAND: The life was good. It was just country living and ... and I used be able ... I'd get, I'd be able to get candy out of the candy jars in the store. We'd kill hogs back in the back of the store down there and I got to see all that and we'd hang them up and let them drain out and do all that kind of thing and grind ... grind up the sausage and all that kind of thing. And up that road going to C.A.R.L., then over to the Scarboro, not the Scarboro community we know today but that was called Scarboro over in that area. John Rice Irwin tells some of that story but there we used to, right on top of the hill past the house that Dad had on somebody else's property, they always had molasses making in the fall. You know, we'd go up there and they'd do the sugar cane and we'd get some of that hot molasses and see all that and Ms. McGill would make some biscuits and we'd have some good biscuits and fresh molasses.

MR. MCDANIEL: And it was just good country living ...
MR. COPELAND: Oh, it's just country living, yeah, it was just great. But, you know, my older brother and I like to drown in the river that the creek -- Poplar Creek, is that what they call it now, I think? -- that goes underneath where the Civic Center is and that creek down through there. I think it's Poplar Creek. Anyway, it was behind there and it was pretty deep, the creek banks were, but a good hard rain would come in there and those things got swollen and Bob and I got in that creek and we barely escaped drowning in that thing. We had to be pulled out.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. COPELAND: And, needless to say, we probably got our fannies busted. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sixty years later it still floods when it rains.

MR. COPELAND: Oh yeah, I guess it does, yeah! But, I mean, it really, well it didn't come out of the banks, it was just high. I think it probably it ran deeper than that in excavating. It's not that, I mean, it was deep, you know, during times you'd stand on the bank and look down, it's probably could've been 10 feet down through there but it was deep and, to a little guy, things are a lot  bigger.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, absolutely ...
MR. COPELAND: But it, but it was just a great life and we had a garden. We grew ... grew what we ate a lot. And killed the hogs. Don't remember what we did about beef but ... may not of had any, but we had hogs. We had pork and it was just great. Watermelons they'd ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so, in retrospect, when you look back at your family being displaced, do you think that was a ... Do you think it was beneficial to you? Do you think it was detrimental? Or do you think it really didn't matter. I mean, that people just took what they were they were given and tried to make the best of it?
MR. COPELAND: Well, that ... they did that because the disgruntled people mostly. Of course, we weren't one of those folks who had been already displaced not five, six, seven years before that by Norris Dam coming through and they come down into this valley and stay and said, "Here we go again." Those people were probably, quite probably, more upset than we would have been. We were able to pick up and pick our lives up and go somewhere else and come back in in the later years and enjoy ... enjoy Oak Ridge and the people here and they were still a lot of them. There are fewer and fewer all the time, as time goes on, that was a long time ago. That was, gee, how many years? Sixty-five years ago or more, yeah 60, 65, 67 years ago at least that's how old I am -- that gets to tell how old I am. (laughter)  But we were ... we're very happy that the outcome turned so that we were able to end the war and save lives and be part of that and they took the property and I think that all's gone away now whatever people displaced and do what they do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Good deal.
[End of Interview]
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