ORAL HISTORY OF CHERI RUTHERFORD
Interviewed by Keith McDaniel
January 16, 2016
MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is January 16, 2016. I'm at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Cheri Rutherford. Cheri, thank you for taking time to talk with us.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Sure.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let's start at the beginning. So, tell me where you were born and raised, something about your family.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Oh, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, in the old Oak Ridge Hospital and I've lived here all my life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: My dad moved down here in 1951 to work at The Oak Ridger. He was a pressman and he stayed there 'til he retired.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah. He picked Oak Ridge. He thought it was progressive and it was close to places like UT and all that. They originally, well, they were from Somerset, Kentucky.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: So, there was a little more going on here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. I understand. So, did they have children when they moved here?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Well, my sister.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, she was in the third grade. She's older than me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right. And that was, you said, 1951.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Mmmm-hmmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. What, where did he come from, where did your family come from?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: From Somerset, Kentucky.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Just, I guess, all my family on both sides came from Somerset area. Still have a lot of family there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were they, did he work in the newspaper business there?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: He did. He actually, the high school there was a vocational high school. That's what he took and was in the newspaper section of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And then he went into the Navy in World War II. Then, when he got out, he went to trade school in Nashville and newspapers, you know, in the '50s and '60s were booming.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, absolutely.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: That's what you had. You didn't have CNN, you read your papers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And when he went to school, he said that there were three shifts. It was 24 hours, so they had full classes, you know, daytime, evening and nighttime, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: That was the big thing then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, newspapers were a big deal in the '40s, '50s, and '60s.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yep.

MR. MCDANIEL: Certainly were. Ok, so they came here in 1951. Where did he move to, where did your family move to when they came to Oak Ridge?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Couple places, there was, of course, I was too small to remember, they lived in Woodland for a little while and then South Walker when I was growing up and I went to Highland View. And then they bought a house on West Outer Drive ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... in the early '60s, then that's been home ever since.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So what year were you born?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: 1954.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so you were born in '54 after they were here and kind of settled. So tell me about growing up in Oak Ridge in the '60s.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: The '60s, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You sort of grew up in the '60s and the '70s, I guess.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: It was different than now. First I went to Highland View whole time I was in elementary school and it was a lot of fun. I had, you know, neighborhood friends. And that's, which I've moved back in with my mother, my sister and I have, because she's elderly and we take care of her.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I still have some of the same neighbors from when I was this high.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: They've stayed in their parents' homes. So, then I went to Robertsville and that was, you know, teenage years, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Oak Ridge High School, I'm class of '72. And we had all the, you know, issues that were going on in the '70s, politics and social issues, things like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Martin Luther King and Robert Kennedy, John Kennedy, all those kind of things were ... were going on at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, I understand, I understand. Well, talk about Oak Ridge, I mean, you know, that really was a time of social and cultural upheaval in the country and I'm sure Oak Ridge was not, you know, exempt from that. I guess it was happening here as much as anywhere.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: It was, yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Is it things that were discussed in school or was it the hippie generation was coming along, you had drugs, you know. Drugs, sex and rock and roll, you know, it really was.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: It was, yeah. There was pot, you know, people ... And you could drink when you were 18 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... at that time. So, people would pitch in their lunch money -- I'm telling on myself -- pitch in their lunch money and get Boone's Farm and pass it around and I never was into the pot thing, but it was real popular.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: That's about it for the high school thing. Oak Ridge has always been just, I don't know, a real progressive city, lot of scientists, really different, I imagine, from other cities.

MR. MCDANIEL: Especially in East Tennessee.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Exactly. You know, the people, other people that I knew in other cities were really different from people in Oak Ridge and I've always felt it's been very special to live here. It's been very fortunate to grow up here. It's just a different city. It's different than Knoxville. People are different, different attitudes. And I can tell you in 1972, or '71, I guess, when I was in high school, I was taking typing which, you know, and girls took typing. And the big thing was, they brought in two electric typewriters, which nobody, you know, young is going to relate to that, but they brought in two and then they would rotate us around so we could each use 'em.

MR. MCDANIEL: Learn how to use those instead of those old Underwoods that they had.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, that's it. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: They could be a boat anchor they were so heavy, so ... 

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, and the electric ones were, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, for sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: But that's where we were, that was the big deal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, as far as that kind of technology goes, that really was.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, it's so different now. They're talking about taking cursive out of the school system, which I don't see that, but, you know, who uses cursive, you know, except us old people? I don't know.

MR. MCDANIEL: And those of us who still write checks, we sign our names. 

MRS. RUTHERFORD: There you go.

MR. MCDANIEL: And there's not many of those left.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: They do, you know, the electronic thing now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. Exactly.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: All the documents, all the historical documents, Declaration of Independence, all these things in museums, it's all in cursive, you know. Are you going to have to sign up as an alter... alternative, like, Spanish or something just to get ... ?

MR. MCDANIEL: Elective.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Elective, you know. So, I don't know, that bothers me a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: But, we'll see.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. Well it certainly is different than it was when we were growing up. So.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Talk a little bit more about what else in Oak Ridge? I mean, you know, were you involved in any other activity? Were your friends involved in other things, you know?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Not really. Not really. When I was a kid, I went to school, came home and did my homework and then got out and played. That was the thing. We got out and played and they had the sirens that went off three times a day, you know, at seven o'clock, noon and five o'clock. And when the five o'clock went off, that was when I went home for supper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: That's how I knew what time to go home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And that's pretty much the regular thing. You stayed out later in the summer because it was daylight.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: But that's, we were always outside. We had bigger snows, I think, then than we do now. So we'd get out on Highland View down that big hill on sleds and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... get out and play in the snow. And didn't you have snow days like we have here. It was a bunch of snow, we went to school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, at least the ones of us that were close enough to walk.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly, exactly.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: I was always fortunate that way, the places we lived were just within walking distance so I never had to ride the bus 'til I was in Robertsville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, I understand. We're talking a little bit about being a teenager and growing up in Oak Ridge. Do you think you had more opportunities here than in, maybe, other places?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: I think so. Just seems like the students did better, they had more opportunities to learn things. We may have had classes that other, you know, Oliver Springs, Clinton, places like that. I always felt like we had more opportunities here to get involved and learn other things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Did ... ? What were some of the things that you remember, any instances, specific instances about, maybe, moments in history that affected Oak Ridge or moments in politics that particularly affected you in your sense of, sensibilities?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Well, we always, it was just my parents, we always kept up with politics. That was, you know, dinner table discussion.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And they didn't, they didn't agree, you know, Mom and Dad, so, it'd get real complicated sometimes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ... 

MRS. RUTHERFORD: But I grew up, you know, you voted, you paid attention to who's the president, things like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I remember when John F. Kennedy was assassinated. I was in the fourth grade and the school let us out. Let us go home early. And they just told us what was going on and ... you can go home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And then, when I was in Robertsville, and when Martin Luther King was assassinated, everybody, it just felt weird.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: It was just real stunning and the next day, the African American students had a sit-in. I remember that. That's ... they just, on each side of the hall, they just sat.

MR. MCDANIEL: At Robertsville?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Mmm-hmm. They didn't go to class or anything, they just sat. That was pretty much what happened there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Robert F. Kennedy, I'm sure all that affected the country a lot more than I realized at the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure. Were there any other instances, racial instances that you can remember, you know, protests? Were there any protests against the war in Oak Ridge that you can remember?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Well, there was a lot of discussion about Vietnam. It's, you know, everybody seemed to be against it and people of my generation were there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: You know, they were drafted. They went. And then, you know, they came back and, you know, were a little bit different people and you, at that time, you could see it on TV.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: That's, they didn't have that before, but they shot in Vietnam and you could see footage of it which they'd never done in any other war. And they brought it home to people and they were like, “What are we doing here in this,” I don't know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you have any classmates or friends that went in the service and, maybe, didn't come back?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: I had some friends that went in but they came back. I had a couple of cousins in Kentucky that went in and were wounded.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And they were worried about them for a while, but they recovered and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I didn't lose anybody.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right. 

MRS. RUTHERFORD: I remember when I was little, we'd go, well, after my parents moved here, and his parents, well, and some of my mom's family were still there. We'd go up at least a couple of weekends a month and visit my Dad's parents and Mom's family. We'd stay there, we'd go on Friday afternoon after dad got home from work and then, Sunday afternoon, we'd come back. And I, there was, all the black families lived on the other side of the street at the time, you know. It's the white people were here -- and this was in Somerset ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... the blacks were over here, but they were close, you know. It's, if you needed an egg, you'd go across the street or they came across the street. I remember Mrs. Coffee, they were real close, and she came over one time when we were visiting and she told my dad, you know, “I always miss you,” you know, because, now, her kids and him grew up together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And she said, “I always like seeing you.” And she said, “You know, when you were gone off to the war, I worried about you just as much as I did my kids.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And that was just so, I thought that was a special thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, absolutely. Now, what about in Oak Ridge? What were race relations like in Oak Ridge for you as a teenager?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: For me, as a teenager, there were never any African Americans in my neighborhood ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... until right at the end of high school, which, it's just, there weren't. They weren't in my school, in my elementary school, then, when I went to junior high was when I was interacting with, with other races. I think we kind of didn't know what to think of each other, was kind of my opinion. I didn't know them and I don't think, they probably didn't know us. They didn't go to school with us. So, it was all kind of a, I wonder what's happening? What’s going to happen? Kind of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. What were some of the things that your family did? I know you said you went to school, you came home and you played but I'm sure there were times that your family did things in town that were social activities or entertainment, things such as that.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Well, no, really, the ... We'd go to the movies sometimes. Sometimes we would eat out. My dad worked a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And the other thing was, he had some mechanics training. He never took a car to a mechanic.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Dad worked, I mean, he would come home and do the things in the yard and then, something wrong with the car, you know, he'd put the starter on or do maintenance or ... It was just unheard of, you don't take a car to the mechanic. He fixed it.

MR. MCDANIEL: And, you know, that was sort of a generational thing, too, wasn't it? People of that generation learned how to fend for themselves because, usually, they had to. Or they had, you know ... 

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, my father, the reason I say that is, my father is exactly the same way, you know, so ...

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And now, I worry about my son being able to change a tire when he goes off to college. (laughter)

MRS. RUTHERFORD: He should learn how, he should know how.

MR. MCDANIEL: He should know how. (laughter) Certainly.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I wish I'd listened to my dad more. He always tried to involve me in that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: You know, come here and look and see what I'm doing, you know, but I wasn't interested in that. Now, I wish I knew a few things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, absolutely. Absolutely. So, you graduated high school, Oak Ridge, and then what did you do?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: I worked for a little while at Burger King. Actually, I worked for a long while, and I took classes at Roane State. Then I worked, I went to work at ORNL [Oak Ridge National Laboratory] when I was 23.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I ended up in the computing center as a computing specialist. We ran the, just the computing center of the IBMs, all the big machines.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And I worked on the first supercomputer ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... we had in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that would have been in the mid to late '70s, wouldn't it, probably.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Probably the late '70s.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Early '80s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Early '80s. Ok, ok.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah. And so, that was just so progressive. It was always something new and Oak Ridge was really connected. These were so many different systems and some companies would bring their systems in and let us use 'em for free just to test ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... you know, see if it worked. And the scientists would run everything through and they got free usage and the companies got to find out what was going on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. How they would work under certain conditions and, so ...
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Exactly. Exactly it. It's just amazing the things that they do at ORNL.

MR. MCDANIEL: What were, what was it like working at ORNL?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: It was very good. It's ... People were very smart, you know, and educated.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: It wasn't like ... It was just a different, a different atmosphere. All of Oak Ridge has always been a different atmosphere to me than anyplace else. And something about generations, my father's generation, when they found a job, they stayed there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: You know, people here worked at the plant, they made their families here, they bought houses 'til they retired. That's what you did. But people now don't do that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Because they go, for whatever reasons, they go here for a while, here for a while and that's a totally different, just totally different mindset now than it was back then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly, exactly. So, now, do you still work at the Lab or are you retired or ... ?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: No, well, I retired a little bit early.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: But I worked at UT for a while ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... in the School of Business and now I work at SAIC.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, do you?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, currently. I really like that. That's changes under technical support.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: That's, you know, challenging ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... learning something new, coming up ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... and we have to keep up with it just as hard as we can, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: I would imagine that one of the advantages of growing up and living in Oak Ridge is that you do have those kinds of high end opportunities.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Exactly. Exactly. That you wouldn't have, you know, in Somerset, Kentucky. They don't have ... they farm. All my relatives farm and that's, all the people around are farmers and that's how they make their business.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Well, I do want to say something about growing up. My friends and I, in the summer, what we did was go to the pool. You know, you go down to Highland View and you're at the pool all day, all day long and just about every day. And then, when it's time to go home, you walk up that hill and you felt like you weighed 200 pounds. (laughter) Because you were hot and you were soggy, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: And another thing we used to do, on Saturdays we'd go to the movies.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: To Grove Theater.

MR. MCDANIEL: To go to the Grove.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: That was a big deal. And it's pretty much every Saturday thing. The White Store was there and the Whiteway was there. We always went in the Whiteway and prowled around. I'd get a Reese's cup.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, tell me the difference. The Whiteway was ... ?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Was a grocery store.

MR. MCDANIEL: A grocery store. That's right, right. I remember the White Store, so, was a grocery store.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, Ok, Whiteway was just like McCrory's  or ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, that's what I meant.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah. Dime store.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, dime store.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: And, we'd go to the old Downtown, which, you know, was so special. We'd go down there and I never really had any money but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The old Downtown. Jackson Square? Town Site?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Oh, no, that's the other Downtown, really.

MR. MCDANIEL: You're right. Oh, you mean the old shopping center.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Shopping center, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: We called it Downtown.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I never had any money but I loved going in there and just looking, looking at everything. And going to McCrory's and Woolworth's. We'd make an afternoon of that. Going to Federal Bakery. If I had money that's usually what I bought is something in there. But I was content not to have to go buy anything. I just wanted to spend the time looking at stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: So, that's kind of my social life, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember a fellow that used to sit down there and play guitar? He was blind. He had a cup on the end of his guitar?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I do, too. I remember that.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... 

MRS. RUTHERFORD: He did that for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: He did that for a while, didn't he? To me, that was Oak Ridge, that was part of Oak Ridge to me growing up.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: It was. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, what else do you want to talk about? What else can you tell me about growing up in Oak Ridge and living here your whole life?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: My whole life.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure there are lots of things that ... that you've experienced, that you've encountered.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Well.

MR. MCDANIEL: Or, have there been any people, specifically, that have had an impact on you, maybe a teacher or a neighbor or a boss or something that, you know, really stands out?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: I pretty much liked all my teachers in high school. They seemed to be very educated and very, they'd reach out to you and try and make sure you learned things. It's kind of hard for me to compare how it is now, but I just felt, you know, just kind of privileged. It was a privilege to be there. I don't really know what to tell you. Well, of course, we got involved, sports was a big deal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Yeah, talk about recreation sports.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, we'd go to Blankenship Field and watch the ball games. I’d do that about every Friday night.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And that was really cool, the football games and that's been supported over the years, you know, by volunteers, Quarterback Club, booster club, all that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: People are super, you know, super involved in that. I'm really happy with their upgrading it and building a new one that's, we need one just outstanding because Oak Ridge is always outstanding.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And we'd go to the basketball games so that's pretty much what I enjoyed going to, those kind of functions.

MR. MCDANIEL: When you were growing up, and you said you all occasionally went out to eat, what was your favorite place to go?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Oh, that's hard. Well, we went to Kentucky Fried Chicken when it first came here. (laughter) I was a kid when it first came here in this little bitty building. I remember the other places that I wanted to go that we really didn't go to. There was the Mayflower. I can't remember the name of the one at Grove Center. It was all green, had all the ... The green building? The Oak Terrace.

MR. MCDANIEL: The Oak Terrace, right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I liked that. That was kind of a treat to eat there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ... 

MRS. RUTHERFORD: We didn't eat out much. Mom cooked.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: You know, she cooked. We did three meals a day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how many brothers and sisters did you have?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I had one sister.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So you had one sister.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: She's older.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, the older sister. The older sister.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Another thing we did as kids, we always went to the TVA A and I Fair. Always. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And during the summer, our dad would take us to the park a few times and we'd, you know, ride the rides.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: So that was a treat.

MR. MCDANIEL: Mmm-hmm, right. But he worked a lot, didn't he? Seemed like he worked a lot.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: He did. He worked on the press which was really different back then. They had the big vat of lead and they'd mold the letters and put them together and put them on the linotype machines and then they'd go clack, clack, clack, clack ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... and send that up to the press, but ... He'd do that and a lot of times, he'd go back and do the maintenance on the machines, you know, and take them apart and do whatever needs to be done.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: So yeah, he worked a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was at The Oak Ridger.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: At The Oak Ridger, yeah, that's where he stayed.

MR. MCDANIEL: When did he retire, do you remember what year it was?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Ninety-two.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ninety-two.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Right. The year he actually got sick.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did he?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: With cancer, yeah, so he had to retire.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: But he was 69. I don't know how much longer he would have worked.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And he never missed a day of work until he finally got sick.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, always got up and went to work. When it snowed -- we had good snow then -- he'd get out and put the chains on the car and then so he could get to work, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: So did your mother work? Or was she just a homemaker?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: She was a homemaker.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Were there things that she was involved in in town socially and, I mean, you know, did she belong to any clubs or anything like that?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: She wasn't much of a joiner.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: No. She didn't get out and do ... Well, we went to church ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... my sister and I did. They didn't go, but they would go to church and then get ice cream. It used to be Hoskin's at that time, and get ice cream. This was like every Sunday.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And the American Museum of Atomic Energy, that big white building there?

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: We almost always went there and spent time. I could tell you all kinds of things at the time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Back when it was at Jefferson.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Jefferson, Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Spent a lot of time there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I used to get, you could order books about different nuclear things, just write off, they send you a book. I had a pile of books. We'd go through nuclear stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: You still have any dimes?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I may have one. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I remember that. You know, everybody had to have an irradiated dime.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course, of course.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Another thing that did, I guess, affect the country that was when the space program started. I just really loved that. I really wanted to be an astronaut. I didn't ever see it happening in my life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: But ... And you could write to NASA. It's when they had the Mercury, the one man things, and they would send you pictures, a color, 8x11 pictures, laminated and for free, you just wrote them and ask them. I'd have them on the wall.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I could tell you anything about any of the astronauts. I read all their biographies, you know, kept up with everything that they did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And then up on into the rest of the space, well I'm still interested in it but it's, back then it was a big deal to me.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was a big deal.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And it was a big deal to the country, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Absolutely. I'm going to pause this real quick, just a second.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Sure.
[Break in video]
MR. MCDANIEL: We were talking about the NASA space program. I bet you were surprised and excited to find out that the moon box, that they took to the moon the first time was built in Oak Ridge, weren't you?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: I was. It was, Oak Ridge was involved in that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, absolutely.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: In several things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: They do so much different research out at ORNL, it's just pretty amazing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And it's above my head. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: But, you know, they're really progressive and come up with a lot of important things that are used.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: But, yeah, I was really, that was the big thing I was fascinated with was the space program. I read everything about it. Kept up with all of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Why did you stay in Oak Ridge? Why didn't you move off to someplace else?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: That's a good question. I don't know, just ... I don't know, I just liked it here. Guess I wasn't very adventurous (laughs) and, you know, I worked at ORNL, so that was a good deal. I stayed for 16 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Then I worked at UT and my family was here and I didn't really, didn't really have a desire to go anywhere. I did consider a little bit going into the military when I was young and experience some things they experience. But I didn't and I probably should have. Kind of, I don't know, a bad thing or maybe an interesting thing, there's a cut off time in the 30s or something that you can join.

MR. MCDANIEL: Thirty-five.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And I was interested in learning more about electronics then I thought, well, I'll get in the National Guard. That'll be a good deal. And the guy I talked to, recruiter or whatever, he was so dismissive.

MR. MCDANIEL: In Oak Ridge?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: It seems in Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Whoever you contact, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. RUTHERFORD: He was like, well, you don't want to be out there for two weeks and do whatever they do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I felt a lot different being a female.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what I was about to ask, was it because you were older or because you were a female?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: A female. Exactly was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: It wasn't the age, it was like he really didn't want to talk to me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And the astronaut thing, I never dreamed of being allowed to do that. Women still weren't allowed to do things, or encouraged.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Even though, course, they did, there's women doctors back, way back when, you know, but you didn't ... They had to fight for what they had and just wasn't encouraged.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you think ... Do you think that was something that was typical in Oak Ridge or was Oak Ridge different in that respect to a certain degree where women may have had opportunities earlier than some others?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Women had opportunities earlier.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: You know, they talked about things, things they might do in the future and you talk to somebody else outside of Oak Ridge and they wouldn't even think of, you know, being anything other than maybe a homemaker and having children and things like that. It's just like they didn't consider any other opportunities and some of them even said, well, women aren't supposed to do that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. And I would imagine that that was mostly a part, that you had all these educated women that came to Oak Ridge. I mean, women that came to Oak Ridge were already educated and, you know, so they kind of, you know, that was kind of the culture.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Its culture is very different here, I think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I've always been just fascinated with the history of Oak Ridge. Everybody came here in the '40s, and didn't know what they were even coming to, never heard of Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Came in, the scientists all got together and then, it evolved into a real city. People stayed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And made homes and Oak Ridge became a city and has gone on ever since.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: But that's just really fascinating how all that came about.

MR. MCDANIEL: But it's changed, hasn't it?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yes. It's changed. The older generation, I've always said, was the greater generation. We've heard that for what they did, pulling together in World War II, and coming after that, with the economy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And making careers and all that. I don't see that in this generation. I don't see it pulling together. I think there could be more, I know that's political.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I stay on top of politics and I don't see, right now it's really divisive, divisive ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I don't see young people getting involved. I see the older generation is still involved ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... and understand the importance. I don't see that 20, 30-year- olds are that interested. I don't know. I could be wrong but that's just the feeling that I get.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that's in Oak Ridge as well as nationally.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You really kind of see that here as well, don't you?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, it's kind of surprising to me here because everybody was, you know, just exposed to so many other things, so many other different lifestyles. But, yeah, it's ... I would really like to see the young people ... The young people could bring this country back together. I think the country's, you know, it's not in good shape.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: But I don't know what to do about that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Except talk, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Talk and vote, I guess that's about, that's all you can do.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, I never missed a vote.

MR. MCDANIEL: You're ... So, speaking of politics, you said your mom and your dad disagreed a lot on political ...

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Opposite ends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were they really?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet your dad was probably pretty conservative. No? The other way around.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yep, he was very liberal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was he, very liberal?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Very. My mother's very conservative. Still is. She sees through the ways of the Bible ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... all that, all that mindset.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: My dad was just really, I don't know how he came to be that way. Maybe being in the service or ... He was very open-minded.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And very, just, he was very liberal. They didn't, they didn't agree but there was always, there was a lot of discussions.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure. I'm sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I don't know who started it. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, how funny. How funny. Well, is there anything else you want to talk about? Any other stories that, you know, things you want to remember about growing up in Oak Ridge? I mean, you know, to be honest, there's not a whole lot of people that I've interviewed that have lived here their whole lives.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: A few, but not many.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: A lot that have grown up here but they went off ...

MRS. RUTHERFORD: They went off.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And I've seen a lot of people of my generation, they'd gone off somewhere but they came back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly. I've seen that, too.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah. I just miss the mindset and culture of when I was growing up. Things were different. People thought differently. Of course, everybody didn't have their nose in a phone. I can't stand to sit down somewhere to dinner and other people are looking at their phones. I've told people, put your phones down, you know, we're going to eat dinner.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And tablets and PCs and all that, it's ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Back, back when we grew up, there was a real sense of community, wasn't there.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: I guess that's what I'm trying to say, yeah. There's not that now, but we all, we all knew each other ...

MR. MCDANIEL: We knew each other and looked out for each other and parents would, if a kid was in their house or in their yard and they misbehaved ...

MRS. RUTHERFORD: There you go. Don't worry about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go. (laughter) Absolutely.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Everybody, our parents heard about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, absolutely.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, and we all knew each other. I don't know many people in my neighborhood except the ones that have left and come back. I have really good friends that their parents left them their house so now, they're living there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, they're living there.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I've moved back in with my mother. She will be 96 next month.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yes, she's still active, but she needs somebody there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: ... to do for her so my sister and I live there and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: But, yeah, it's ... It's, I don't know, it seems like everybody's interested in their own thing, doing whatever they want to do. It's not like whatever the community wants to do, or, yeah ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, so I don't know how to get that back. I don't know if it'll ever come back. But there's kind of warm feeling, you know, to be around people and you knew people. And, oh, I knew your dad. People worked together ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Anything else? Anything else you want to talk about?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: I think that's about it. I've enjoyed this, talking about, you know, things were different but growing up in Oak Ridge was fun. I think I'd much rather grow up here than -- not downing anybody -- but surrounding towns or Kentucky or something like that. They had a different mindset there

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: It's really been a privilege growing up here ... education.

MR. MCDANIEL: You think, you think you had opportunity, exposure to different ideas and, you know, maybe different trains of thought about certain things because of living in Oak Ridge?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Definitely, definitely more liberal. And I came in kind of on the tail end of the racial things that were going on, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: It didn't seem like, well, when I was younger, I guess, what all was going on. I remember there was a skating rink and my mother wouldn't let us go because there would be fights there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: She wouldn't let us go to that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: And, course, the Civil Rights Act was 1964 so there was all kinds of tension, people talking, but it really didn't bother me that much 'cause I was small.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: But I was aware.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I was aware.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you ever get in trouble for going to the wrong place or doing something you weren't supposed to (laughter)

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Not me ... (laughter) That's because I never got caught.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's what I mean.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: I did, my favorite watering hole was the Jefferson Tavern.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah, and I would love to see that be a historical place but that'll never happen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: It's not a bad place. People think it's a bad place but, you know, I’d go there and have a couple of beers and hang out.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's there, that's still there, right?

MRS. RUTHERFORD: It's still there. I think it's probably the only tavern that's still active. There were two or three or four more.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Crossroads was there but I was, you know, I was afraid to go there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: It seemed rough, I thought that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: I did hang out, that was in my early ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Rebellious years?
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Yeah. That was my entertainment.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: That's, that was my social life when I was, you know, 19 or 20 or whatever, that's what I was interested in doing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: Hanging out with my friends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Ok. All right, well thank you very much. I appreciate it.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Thank you, Keith. I really appreciate the way you let me talk about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, absolutely.
MRS. RUTHERFORD: It's good, you know. I hope people learn a lot from all these interviews and things that you're doing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I'm sure they will. I'm sure they will. Very good. Thank you.

MRS. RUTHERFORD: Well, thank you.
[End of Interview]
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