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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and it is Sunday, November 24, 2013, and I am at the home of Ms. Lou Ella Rains here in Oak Ridge. Ms. Rains, thank you for taking time to talk with us.
MRS. RAINS: You're welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: This is about you; this is about your life. So, let's start at the very beginning, how many years ago would that be? Ninety...?
MRS. RAINS: Seven.

MR. MCDANIEL: No, almost 97 years.
MRS. RAINS: It is 97 'cause I had a birthday the 22nd of November.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right, well very good. So, just 97 years. Why don't you tell me where you were born and raised, something about your family?
MRS. RAINS: I was born down in Grundy County near Viola and McMinnville, Tennessee, and I had Lionel and my sister, Eleanor, then I had Herman and Howard later, brothers in the family.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MRS. RAINS: We went to a little country school there in Grundy County. Teachers would come down and board with the neighbors and teach and then, sometimes she'd get isolated down there if the weather got bad, couldn't get home if she's... Some of 'em were form the mountain and some of 'em were from Warren County. So, we had a quite a time with the weather sometimes down Grundy County.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what did your father do?
MRS. RAINS: He was a farmer, yeah, and a carpenter, he's a good carpenter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did y'all grow up on a farm?
MRS. RAINS: Yes, mmm-hmm...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So you know what it was like for you to have hard work, wasn't it?
MRS. RAINS: I wouldn't say I worked very hard. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you had brothers.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah, I had brothers.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you grew up in... So that would make it, 2,000... I mean 19--...?
MRS. RAINS: I'd have to count it up.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was her birth year?
PERSON (off camera):  1916. 
MR. MCDANIEL: 1916.

MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, (coughs) 'scuse me, you were kind of isolated out there -- farm land...

MRS. RAINS: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember any of your family getting the flu?

MRS. RAINS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: In that... In, you know, the flu epidemic of, I guess it was 1918.
MRS. RAINS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did any of 'em get the flu?
MRS. RAINS: Yes, uh-huh. My sister did, Eleanor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did she?
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: But she pulled through it OK, right?
MRS. RAINS: Yes, she pulled... we didn't lose anyone.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. The reason I ask is, my father was born in 1917 and he got it as an infant and they didn't expect him to survive, but he did, so. So, you went to a one-room schoolhouse, is that right?
MRS. RAINS: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did you go there through, all grades?
MRS. RAINS: All eight grades.

MR. MCDANIEL: Eight grades, so went through eighth grade. And then where did you go to high school?
MRS. RAINS: Yes, I went to Manchester. That's in Morgan County.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. RAINS: For two year, 'til they got the highway finished up the mountain to Grundy County.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. RAINS: And then I had to transfer to Grundy County High in Tracy City, Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, is that...? Is Grundy County, is that in middle Tennessee?
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Kind of southern middle Tennessee, right?
MRS. RAINS: It's just more middle Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is it?
MRS. RAINS: I wouldn't say it's southerner or not.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where was...? What was the biggest...? The closest big city you were...?

MRS. RAINS: Well, I guess McMinnville and Manchester and then Tracy City in Grundy County.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. So you graduated... Did you graduate high school?

MRS. RAINS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. What year did you graduate?
MRS. RAINS: Oh, gosh, I've forgotten. (laughter) It's been too long ago.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's all right. But you graduated high school and then what happened?

MRS. RAINS: Well, I got a job. I worked as a receptionist in an office for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where was that?
MRS. RAINS: Altamont, Tennessee, the school superintendent's office.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok. Now, you weren't married yet.
MRS. RAINS: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Weren't married. So, how long did you do that and what other jobs did you have? I'm going to get you to Oak Ridge here in a little bit, but I kind of want to know what happened before you came to Oak Ridge.
MRS. RAINS: Well, they had some kind of county jobs you could get. I don't remember what they called it, but it was... government sponsored.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...
MRS. RAINS: But I worked with that for a while...

MR. MCDANIEL: The WPA? Was it the WPA or the CCC?
MRS. RAINS: No, it wasn't either one of those. It was another -- I forgot what the initials was of it, been so long. But I worked with them 'til we moved to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Now, did you meet your husband before you came to Oak Ridge?
MRS. RAINS: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, you didn't.
MRS. RAINS: No, I met him at Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: So how did you...? How did you end up coming to Oak Ridge?
MRS. RAINS: Well, my brothers told my dad that there's a lot of good paying jobs up here as a carpenter, you know, and he was a good carpenter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MRS. RAINS: And he kept on, course trying to get us to move up here. so, finally, Dad...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, your brother was working here?
MRS. RAINS: Yeah, he was an electrician with the ... well, he really helped set Oak Ridge up. I mean...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. RAINS: Yeah. He started working real early up here.

MR. MCDANIEL: So he convinced your dad...?
MRS. RAINS: To move to here.

MR. MCDANIEL: To move to Oak Ridge.

MRS. RAINS: So we finally moved and had to live in a trailer for a while, mobile trailer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MRS. RAINS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where was that?
MRS. RAINS: Oh, they had these trailers over in Gamble Valley.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.

MRS. RAINS: Yeah. Had a trailer park over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how many of the family were with you when you moved to Oak Ridge?

MRS. RAINS: Well, it was just Mom and Dad and the boys and Eleanor...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. RAINS: No, Eleanor was married then. Just me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, just you? Ok. And by this time, you were in your 20s weren't you? 

MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, y'all moved to Oak Ridge, do you remember what year that was?
MRS. RAINS: No, I've forgotten. It's been too long.

MR. MCDANIEL: But it was during the war.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's when they were building the city. So, did you get a job here?
MRS. RAINS: Yes. I was a process operator.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, so you got a job at Y-12.

MRS. RAINS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you were a process operator.

MRS. RAINS: Mmm-hmm...

MR. MCDANIEL: And, as D. Ray Smith has coined that phrase, The Calutron Girl.

MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, tell me about getting that job. What can you remember about interviewing or training or anything like that?
MRS. RAINS: Well, I we had an interview, I did, and he seemed to be well pleased with what I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. RAINS: And told me if I wanted a job, I had it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. RAINS: So I was tickled, 'cause I's a-making some money then.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's right. So you were... You were an operator out there.

MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: (coughs) 'scuse me... What did they tell you...? Tell me... (coughs) 'scuse me... Tell me about the job. Tell me about what you did and, kind of a typical, maybe, what was a typical day for you.
MRS. RAINS: Well, Mr. Carpenter was my supervisor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, was he?
MRS. RAINS: Mmm-hmm... And he wasn't very outgoing about talking about what you could do or did what the job was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RAINS: But, the SED asked him if he could loan him a couple of operators, but he said, No, he'd let 'em have one. And said, "Well, they'd have to be a pretty good one." Course, he was just being -- the guy was just being nice.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RAINS: So he said, well, I was pretty good, but I couldn't stay but six weeks. So I had to come back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Now, this was USED?
MRS. RAINS: Mmm-hmm

MR. MCDANIEL: What was that?
MRS. RAINS: It was an experimental trying to find out a way to get more ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Material...
MRS. RAINS: To make the bomb, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: More material.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, where was this? Was this in Oak Ridge?

MRS. RAINS: It was in Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, it was? I see. So you went over... You went over there to work for...

MRS. RAINS: My brother was an electrical... Electrician there, so I'd ride over there with him and work for SED.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. With the SED, I see. That's right.
MRS. RAINS: The SED, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... Special Engineering Detachment, that was with the military, that's what it was.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah, it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... So you basically worked with them and they were trying to figure out a way to make the process more efficient, I guess.
MRS. RAINS: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Get more, more material in the process.
MRS. RAINS: Mr. Carpenter was my supervisor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. So, how long were you working before they sent you over to SED? How long had you been working there? A few months?
MRS. RAINS: Yeah, I guess so. I don't remember. Not too long.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Well, you were... Ok, so, when you came to Oak Ridge, you were in your 20s, you were single.
MRS. RAINS: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And I bet a lot was going on for young people at that time, wasn't there?

MRS. RAINS: Well, some. Not too much. Some, but not a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... Did...? And I guess you had opportunity to meet other people your age.
MRS. RAINS: Yes, I did.

MR. MCDANIEL: I know everybody worked hard.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: But you had opportunity to make friends and meet other people.

MRS. RAINS: Yeah, I worked... I met my husband, future husband, at Y-12 while I was working.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Tell me about that.
MRS. RAINS: Well, he was a mechanical engineer and I was over in process, so we got acquainted and got to dating, finally end up being married.

MR. MCDANIEL: How long did y'all date before you got married?
MRS. RAINS: Gosh, I don't remember. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: What year did you get married? What year was it?
MRS. RAINS: I'd have to count it up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was the war still going on?
MRS. RAINS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So you all got married.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so you got married, now, where did you live? 

MRS. RAINS: We lived here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did he have a place already?
MRS. RAINS: No. He was living with his brother and their family.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MRS. RAINS: So, we got us a trailer for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MRS. RAINS: Double trailer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Mmm-hmm... Right, right... Now, what...? What happened to your job when the war ended?
MRS. RAINS: Well, I'd already... We'd had children and all...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. So you...
MRS. RAINS: And my oldest daughter got polio.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. RAINS: Linda. So, I terminated to take care of her.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. So you started having a family.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Your husband's still working at Y-12?

MRS. RAINS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Did he work there for his... for his career? Did he work there?

MRS. RAINS: Yeah, that's ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Until he retired... Did he retire from Y-12?
MRS. RAINS: Well, he passed away before he...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see...
MRS. RAINS: ...before he retired.

MR. MCDANIEL: I see... But he worked out there, he continued to work out there.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell... So once you started having a family, I guess you had to find a place a little bit bigger.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah, we did.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, tell me about that.
MRS. RAINS: Well, they started, you know, there just weren't many houses to be had here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RAINS: And I told Charles, we had that trailer so long and our family began to grow, I said, "We're going to have to have more room." And he looked everywhere, of course, in the ads and everything, and, finally, he said, "There's just not any to be had." I said, "Well, we're going to have to have another house."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RAINS: He said, "Well, there's not any to be had." I said, "Well see if you can buy one somewhere," you know, out of the area or something. So, this little old flattop here was -- it was just a flattop was all it was. Three bedroom flattop. And he said, "Well, there's one up there for sale if you want to buy it." But that's the only thing he could find. So I said, "Well buy it." So, we bought this little house, but it didn't have any roof on it, just flattop...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RAINS: ...type thing, and all, wasn't underpinned or anything, so we had to start working on it. We got it looking pretty good, finally. Put a roof on it...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...
MRS. RAINS: ... this and that...So I'm still here.

MR. MCDANIEL: What year was that? Do you remember?
MRS. RAINS: No, I don't.

MR. MCDANIEL: What year was that, Children? 
PERSON (off camera): We've got it written down in here. 
MR. MCDANIEL: '53? 
PERSON (off camera): She said she's been here 53 or 54 years. No actually she moved to two other places before that. 
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. RAINS: I'm not a good date rememberer. 
PERSON (off camera): We can fill in later what...
MRS. RAINS: Just another day.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's all right; you've been here over 50 years, haven't you?
MRS. RAINS: Yes, I have.

MR. MCDANIEL: Been in this house over 50 years. 
PERSON (off camera): 1959...
 MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. So, did you stay at home? Did you go back to work after the children came or did you just...?

MRS. RAINS: Well, I worked at Y-12 until Linda got polio.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...

MRS. RAINS: And then I stayed home after that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you stay home after that? And your husband continued...

MRS. RAINS: Took care of her.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... And your husband continued to work out at Y-12.
MRS. RAINS: At Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: 'Til he passed away. How many children did you have?
MRS. RAINS: I'll have to count 'em again. How many'd I have, Linda? 
PERSON (off camera): There's three.
MR. MCDANIEL: There's three. You had three.
MRS. RAINS: Kenny and... I'm counting her my daughter, but she's not, she's my daughter-in-law. Yeah, that's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's right. So y'all stayed in Oak Ridge. You just decided to stay in Oak Ridge. He had a good job and it was a good life.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was it about Oak Ridge that you liked?
MRS. RAINS: Well, just being settled. (laughs) I don't like moves.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RAINS: And we had a good church and good friends that would be hard to give up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, I understand. Did y'all do anything recreationally? I mean, did y'all, you know, have any clubs that you belonged to or participated in, or?
MRS. RAINS: Well, not really. If you belonged or something or other, you might belong to that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RAINS: We went to church and church functions.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. RAINS: And we had a good life.

MR. MCDANIEL: That kept you busy, didn't it?
MRS. RAINS: Yes, it did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did y'all go to church?
MRS. RAINS: We went to... what's the name of it? I've even forgot. Back then. 

PERSON (off camera): Wesley Methodist.
MR. MCDANIEL: Wesley Methodist?
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. RAINS: Yeah, old Methodist church. The building's still down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where is that?
MRS. RAINS: Down Third, Jefferson.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok, so that's where you went and that's where you...?

MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... were active down there.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember anything about when you first came to Oak Ridge? Anything that when you and your family first came here.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was your first impression? What did you see?
MRS. RAINS: Well, it just an old, looked like country trailer that we's having to live in. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, right.
MRS. RAINS: Over in... it's a double trailer in Gamble Valley there on, I forgot the name of that street then, it was that main street that went, the others sort of branched off that but we lived pretty close to the beginning where you entered Gamble Valley.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... Yeah, but when you came to... When you came to Oak Ridge, I mean, it was... I mean, it was growing, there was a lot of stuff going on. I bet that was kind of exciting, wasn't it?
MRS. RAINS: Yeah. They was... They had those ... You could go and play cards or they'd have different entertainments that you could attend, 'cause they had recreation department here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RAINS: So we... lived a good life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you go ...? Did you dance? Did you go to any of the dances?

MRS. RAINS: I never was much of a... Uh-uh... dancing fan.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Now, tell me about... What do you remember about the war rationing? Things that you couldn't get.

MRS. RAINS: Well, everything was rationed, just about it. You couldn't hardly get sugar and I don't know what all. We's always pretty lucky here. We had a friend that worked at the commissary for the government and if she got anything that was hard to get, she'd always save some for Mom and the family, you know. So, we did pretty good, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MRS. RAINS: We didn't suffer too much for the lack of things we liked.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Well, that's good. Well, what else you want to talk about? You got any good stories you want to tell me?
MRS. RAINS: No, it's been too long. (laughter) When you get in late 90s, you've forgotten all those exciting times you had.

MR. MCDANIEL: I understand. Do you remember any of the ladies that you worked with that were calutron operators, process operators?
MRS. RAINS: I don't remember their names. They were real good... You got to be good friends with each other and I enjoyed 'em but I've forgotten 'em now.

MR. MCDANIEL: 'Cause you sat there next to 'em all day long, didn't you?
MRS. RAINS: That's right. You didn't have much time the way those cubicles were. You get to goin' pretty good, another one start kickin' off and you'd sit there and try to get it straightened out and have to go out on a track and climb up on a catwalk there and adjust, get a good reading, and they's a-wanting all they could get to make bombs. I's a-thinking the other day if I knew I's a-making a bomb to kill people, I wouldn't have worked. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? The... So you had to climb up on the catwalk to. 

MRS. RAINS: Adjust some. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Adjust things.

MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... Now, I know you had to wear a uniform. Didn't you have to wear a uniform?
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And take any metal out of your hair or anything like that.

MRS. RAINS: Yeah, and we had to do all of that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. RAINS: But my brother, see, he'd been here a long time and I got a lot of information from him or it would have been harder really to have done some of the things we had to do because you'd think, "Well why am I doing this?" or "Is this dangerous?" or something, you know, because he was a electrician there in the same building I was working in that made it safer feeling.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. RAINS: 'Cause he was the oldest boy, oldest child in our family.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... Now, which building did you work in? Do you remember? Was it one of the alpha buildings or...
MRS. RAINS: Uh-huh, it was alpha buildings.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it? The bigger... bigger calutrons.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, were they in a circle, were they in a semi-circle, I mean, a circle or... They were just lined up, weren't they?
MRS. RAINS: They were just lined up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, they had rows of 'em.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah. We took training over there at the back of the post office.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MRS. RAINS: Yeah. And we had sort of, I guess they were little sample-like things to practice on and everything. And we had to train so long there in this building before we were allowed to go to Y-12 to operate the cubicles.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... Do you remember anything about them training... Because, you know, I've talked to a couple of ladies who talked about they would give 'em a speech about not ... trying not to distract the men from their work.
MRS. RAINS: Well, I don't remember having that, but I do remember that we were warned about discussing about our job and things like that out with people that we didn't... especially if we weren't acquaint... you know, friends. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RAINS: So, I do remember that they warned us to, you know, that it was supposed to be secret.

MR. MCDANIEL: What did you think this place was then?
MRS. RAINS: Ah, I didn't even think what the, what we were ... I guess I knew we's a-making some kind of a bomb, but I was younger then, I didn't worry about it. Now, I... not too long ago, recently, I thought, Well, I's making something -- helping make something that'll kill people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RAINS: And I said now, I wouldn't have... I just wouldn't have worked. I'd a got me another job. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly. Your family is in the room here, so I'm going to ask them, is there anything else I need to ask her about? You can speak up. 

PERSON (off camera): Mom, why don't you tell him about your time working with the military? There were a couple of stories about going behind one of the cubicles and things like that.
MRS. RAINS: Doing what?

MR. MCDANIEL: There was a... He said when you were working with the military, you got a couple of stories. One of 'em was about going behind a cubicle.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah. Mr. Carpenter, he was my supervisor, and he was sort of strict and he didn't tell you no more'n he had to. So, USED wanted, said they needed a couple, at least one, operator who sort of knew what they's doing to ... They's trying to get better, really, turn out of what they were making to make the bomb, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. RAINS: So, I WENT ... He said, well, he had a good operator that I could go for six weeks, but I had to come back to him in six weeks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RAINS: So, first, I think it's about the first week over there, they said something or another and I said, "Now, oh, I don't know nothing about that." 'Cause Mr. Carpenter didn't tell us anything we didn't -- he didn't have to.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RAINS: So I'd never seen what we were doing or anything, so he said, "Come here and I'll show you what we'er doing." So, we climbed over pipes or something or 'nother and everywhere and got back there and you could see a container and they's a ray a-coming out of that container and they's another some kind of a thing over there and it was coming out from that container and landing in that and they's a-gettin' the material to make bombs. And I said, that's what we were doing. And I told Mr. Carpenter, when I come back, he said, "Well, did you learn anything?" I said, "Well I learned what I do for you." I said, "I saw how we's a doin' what we's doin' tryin' to get stuff to make bombs with." He grunted and went on. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: So you were able -- they took you back there to show you the actual arc of the uranium as it was bent.
MRS. RAINS: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: The electromagnet bent it and it went into the receptacle.
MRS. RAINS: That's right. You could see the ray come out of this one over here and go into that one.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? My goodness. I bet not many people got to see that.
MRS. RAINS: I don't really know how many did, but they just asked me if I'd like to see what we were doing and I said, "Sure!"

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RAINS: Because all I knew, we just set up there and sometimes we'd fight those machines all day trying to get one to stay on. It'd kick right off and you'd turn it on and it'd kick right off again.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep, yep... My goodness. Any other good stories about that time?
MRS. RAINS: Well, I wasn't there at the time, but one boy... We had... They had warned everybody about water leaks out on the track. To never go out -- every now and then, there'd be a water leak and so, don't never open that door 'til you turn the power off.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MRS. RAINS: I wasn't there that day, thank goodness, but one of the boys that, I don't remember what their job was now, it's been so long, but they's a water leak and he just run out and opened... unlocked the... on the track.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RAINS: And he... it electrocuted him and killed him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. RAINS: So it was... You had to use a little common sense about ... and do what they told you to do or, I guess we could have had more accidents from that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RAINS: But I don't remember any other real fatal ones but that one.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Now, how did you get to...? You said you rode... rode with your brother to Y-12.

MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did y'all...? Did he have a car? Or did y'all ride the bus?
MRS. RAINS: Yeah. He had a car and he was an electrician and he'd been workin' even before we came up to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...
MRS. RAINS: So, he'd pick me up and take me and take me back to where we were living then. We finally got a house and...
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did you ride the bus very much back in those days?
MRS. RAINS: We did some, not much, 'cause he'd just always come by and pick me up. They didn't live too far from me and if... As long as he was working over there, why he'd pick me up and take me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Take you. Yeah, well, that's good.
MRS. RAINS: Until, unless I's on a different shift to him, you know, we had to do certain, different shifts, three different shifts.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RAINS: So, there were times when he and I weren't working together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Mmm-hmm... You ride the bus then?
MRS. RAINS: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was that like? I mean, they had a lot of buses.
MRS. RAINS: It wasn't bad. It wasn't too crowded.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's good. Anything else that you can think of? Any other stories, any other good stories?
MRS. RAINS: I don't remember, it's been so long. I'm 97 years old...
MR. MCDANIEL: You can tell stories on your children that are sitting here. (laughter)

MRS. RAINS: But we had... They warned us that we, you know, had responsibilities and were to carry 'em out.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RAINS: We didn't have to do our own adjusting of the units to get good readings.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. RAINS: One of the ones next to you'd go and adjust yours and then you'd go and adjust hers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it... Was it, I mean, was it hard, I mean, to keep those things operating efficiently?
MRS. RAINS: At times, after you got them going they were all right, but sometimes you'd set a half a day or more and just switch the high voltage on and off.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. RAINS: Yeah. And it would kick it right back off. You'd just sit there and turn this one over and it'd kick it right back off. And then, you'd eventually get it quietened down to where you could keep it on and then you'd have to go or get your neighbor that was operating one to go out and adjust to get it reading on the track out there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RAINS: To show whether you's producing anything to make a bomb. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: The... Now the other ladies that you worked with, were most of them... Try not to do that with your hand, you're touching the microphone.
MRS. RAINS: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sorry. The other ladies that you worked with, were they about your age or were they younger or older.

MRS. RAINS: Well, I don't ... Most of 'em were, I think, a little bit older than I was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. RAINS: Some of 'em were, you know, about my age but some of 'em were older.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were there any other families of people that you grew up with that were working in Oak Ridge?
MRS. RAINS: No, not that I knew of.

MR. MCDANIEL: Nobody you knew of. Ok.
MRS. RAINS: We had some friends, they used to run a bookstore here and we were real good friends with them, but they didn't work at the plant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. I see. Well, good. Well, is there anything else you want to talk about? We can talk all day.
MRS. RAINS: Been too long. I don't remember.

MR. MCDANIEL: We can talk all day. (laughter)

MRS. RAINS: It was different... Really, I guess, you didn't really think that you's doing something to kill people when you's a-makin' the bomb.

MR. MCDANIEL: You said... You said that you feel bad now.

MRS. RAINS: Yeah, after I thought about it, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: But back then... What did...? What did you think when you found out what you were doing?
MRS. RAINS: Well, I thought people were awfully cruel. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. RAINS: Yeah. Course, they were tryin' to kill us as well as American's tryin' to keep peace.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. RAINS: It's still hard.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, to think about... Think about that, I'm sure it is, I'm sure it is. All right. Well, thank you very much. I appreciate taking time to talk with us.
MRS. RAINS: Well, when you get my age, you've forgotten a lot of the interesting things.

MR. MCDANIEL: That is quite all right. That is quite all right. You were here from the very beginning, almost.
MRS. RAINS: Yes, we were.

MR. MCDANIEL: And been here ever since.
MRS. RAINS: Yeah. Lived here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. What year did your husband pass away? When did he pass away?
MRS. RAINS: Oh, it's been, what? About 30 years ago.

MR. MCDANIEL: 1979?
MRS. RAINS: I guess so. I'm not good on dates. 

PERSON (off camera): November of '79.
MR. MCDANIEL: All right.
MRS. RAINS: I'm not good on dates.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right. And you just decided to stay here, huh?
MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Stay in this house.

MRS. RAINS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you've been on your own for a while, haven't you?
MRS. RAINS: Yeah. Dad and Mom's been gone a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL: How long you plan on staying here.
MRS. RAINS: 'Til they take me out in an ambulance, I guess. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Well, hopefully that won't be anytime soon.

MRS. RAINS: Well, I'm a-gettin' up there. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... Well, thank you very much Mrs. Rains, I appreciate you taking time to talk with us.
MRS. RAINS: You're quite welcome, but I've forgotten as much as -- a lot more than I remember. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: I understand, I understand.
[End of Interview]
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