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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is October 22, 2013, and I am at the home of Jack Pope here in Oak Ridge. Mr. Pope, thank you so much for taking time to talk with us.

MR. POPE: Thank you, Keith, for having me here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let's start at the beginning. Why don't you tell me... Tell me where you were born and raised, something about your family.

MR. POPE: Keith, I had a father who was a baseball player. And they actually lived pretty much all over the South. This was back in the '20s and '30s. So, they moved around because there wasn't many major league teams then, so it was really hard to make it to the majors. So he played in the minor leagues, pretty much, and about starved our family to death before I came along.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure...
MR. POPE: But by the time I came along, my dad had figured out that there were a lot of good companies out there that had company teams and that would hire you to come and play for their company team and give you a good job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: Right, so, actually, they'd lived in Florida and Alabama and North Carolina at that time my mother was pregnant with me. So we... She moved... came back to Loudon, Tennessee, where she was from. Her father was a farmer there and owned some farm land. But she came back to be with her family there so family could try to help her, because she already had, when I was born, three other children. But anyway, she came back to Loudon, Tennessee, where her family lived, and I was born in Loudon.

MR. MCDANIEL: And what year was that?
MR. POPE: That was in 1941.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, '41.
MR. POPE: Right. And I have an older sister who was 15 when I was born. And I have two older brothers. One is, Buddy Pope, he is 11 years older than me, and my other brother, Bill Pope, is eight years older than me so I was pretty much a mistake coming along at the end like that. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: I understand.
MR. POPE: But anyway, I was born in Loudon, Tennessee. We didn't live there long because Dad got a job a little closer home and played baseball at ALCOA and we moved to Maryville from there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. POPE: So, my sister graduated from Maryville High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: So he got a job working for ALCOA by playing on their ball team.

MR. POPE: Right. Both.
MR. MCDANIEL: Like you said, that was one of those deals.
MR. POPE: Right. And that was right about the time Oak Ridge was getting started.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. POPE: My father actually rode the bus to Oak Ridge two years with a job here in Oak Ridge before we moved from Maryville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. POPE: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, he went to work at ALCOA and then he got a job in Oak Ridge.

MR. POPE: Right. A little better job.

MR. MCDANIEL: A little better job.

MR. POPE: Even though my mother and dad didn't have a formal education -- they both made it to about the fourth grade at that time because, like I told you before, they were born in 1904, some pretty tough times coming up ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, absolutely. Now, what year did your dad start working in Oak Ridge? Do you remember?
MR. POPE: 1943.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so '4-... So during the war. So he came out here during the war?

MR. POPE: I remember the things that went on during the war, the blackouts and all of that, even in Maryville we were having 'em, even though I was four years old when we moved to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. So what did your dad do? What was his job?
MR. POPE: Well, he actually worked in the housing division here in Oak Ridge. He actually became the business agent for the union people that were painters and decorator type people here in Oak Ridge. And there were a couple little funny stories about that: my dad worked with the housing division so he got his choice of just about any house in Oak Ridge that he wanted, but he picked a three-bedroom, flat-top up on West Outer Drive where you start down the hill to Oliver Springs. And he mainly chose that house because there was a hollow down in front of that house with woods and stuff and it was a great place for his dogs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: My dad was a hunter, he was a coon hunter, and he had...

MR. MCDANIEL: He had dogs.
MR. POPE: He had dogs. He actually picked out that place for the dogs even though he had three sons in one of those bedrooms.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. POPE: My sister had already gotten married. She got a job in Oak Ridge before my dad did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. POPE: She graduated from Maryville High and moved to Oak Ridge with some of our family. Back then, when somebody in the family got a job, the family people came, especially when my dad got in a position where he could help people get a job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah, sure.
MR. POPE: You know, 'cause we had a lot of family that came and followed us here to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: But, so... So, when y'all moved into that flat-top, how many children were at home at the time? Was it the three boys?

MR. POPE: The three boys, yes. Three boys. My brother, Buddy, when we moved to Oak Ridge was 15 years old, just getting into high school. My brother, Bill, was about 13, and just was going into junior high.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you were four.
MR. POPE: And I was four.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you were four.
MR. POPE: And a pretty interesting story with that, too, is when I became five, you could go to kindergarten and my mother took me up to Highland View and registered me at Highland View, closest school to our home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MR. POPE: But I'm one who says that I'm probably the only guy that got kicked out of kindergarten because after two weeks, they found out I was really in Linden District because our home was across Illinois Avenue.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. You were just right across Illinois, weren't you?

MR. POPE: Right. But I should have been at Linden so I got sent to Linden after two weeks. Another little side story to that.
MR. MCDANIEL: And that was when Linden was up on Lasalle, wasn't it?

MR. POPE: Right, it was on Lasalle. And I could walk through the woods down to it. While I was at Highland View, we had to get up and tell our parents' name and that sort of thing. I told 'em my dad's name but I told 'em I didn't know my mother's name because I'd heard my mother say, most of my life, that she had a cow's name, Bessie Lee. (laughter) And I told 'em I didn't know my mother's name because I didn't want 'em to think she had a cow's name.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. You were embarrassed about your mother's name.
MR. POPE: I was embarrassed... But anyway, after two weeks at Highland View I moved down to Linden school and went there through the sixth grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? Ok... So... your dad was working ... your dad was working here. Your mom...? Was your mom working or was she just taking care of the kids...?

MR. POPE: She was taking care of the kids, yeah. She didn't work anymore after we moved to Oak Ridge. She had earlier in her ... career.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you... You grew up in Oak Ridge.
MR. POPE: I grew up in Oak Ridge. I started school here in kindergarten, I went K through 12 here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: How long did your dad work at that job, or in Oak Ridge?

MR. POPE: Dad changed jobs later on when the situation changed around.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. POPE: He actually got a job at Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did he?
MR. POPE: And he worked at Y-12 for about 20 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MR. POPE: He was a chemical operator out at Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Now, did he do that 'til he retired or... ?
MR. POPE: He did it until he retired. He retired at 65.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Now, did y'all live in that flat-top for a long time?

MR. POPE: They lived in that flat-top as long as they lived.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really? Ok. I see.
MR. POPE: They actually went into a nursing home briefly. My dad was a pretty heavy smoker, as we talked about a little bit earlier, but he smoked Camels, couple packs a day, and the job he was in and during those times, that's what people did, the way they lived.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. POPE: My father actually lost his sight when he was 72 years old. The small veins in the retina of his eye gave way and I'm sure smoking helped cause that, probably.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: My mother, though, she stuck around a lot longer than that, even though she'd had five kids that all weighed over 10 pounds. (laughter) She was four-eleven... but she lived until she was 97.

MR. MCDANIEL: Those women are tough.
MR. POPE: They are.

MR. MCDANIEL: 'Specially that generation.
MR. POPE: I have done a lot of genealogy and I looked in Census records and I even found out that she was actually, was actually born in 1903, so she was 98 when she died instead of 97, like everybody thought.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. POPE: My dad's birthday was in '04, 1904, January the first. She was born in October of '03. But she didn't want anybody to know she was older than him. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: That she was older than him... Oh, my goodness. Your mother had secrets. Her birthday and her name...

MR. POPE: Right, right... (laughter) But they were... they were wonderful parents and I was really fortunate. It's the best thing that ever happened to my family when we moved to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? It was just a good opportunity for you all, wasn't it?

MR. POPE: Good opportunity and people coming in here from everywhere. Young people, just young people everywhere you look. We walked everywhere we went all over town. Of course, they had buses you could ride, too, free back then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.

MR. POPE: Had just wonderful, wonderful playgrounds. All the schools competed in the summers against each other in different sports.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. POPE: My family was really involved in athletics a lot. My brother ended up being my mentor, my brother, Buddy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: Buddy was 11 years older than me and when we came to Oak Ridge, Buddy played football, he played basketball, he played baseball. They really didn't have track at that time. He actually made All-Southern in football at Oak Ridge High and he... His senior year, they were playing about his second game -- and Buddy would have had a chance to be the first in our family to go to college if he got a scholarship.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MR. POPE: But, during the second game of the season his senior year, he broke his ankle or leg. So, for some reason, Coach Ben Martin was the basketball coach and Bust Warren was the football coach here at that time, and just for some reason, when the year ended that year, he lacked one credit to graduate.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. POPE: So he got to come back the next year and finish up his athletic career anyway.

MR. MCDANIEL: I wonder if they planned that that way?
MR. POPE: I guarantee you it was planned.  You could do that back then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: They could red shirt you for a year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...
MR. POPE: And he came back and played the next year, got a scholarship to the University of Florida and played football there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? But if he'd of graduated, he probably wouldn't have gotten...

MR. POPE: No, he wouldn't have gotten an offer because he didn't get to play much that season.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.

MR. POPE: My sister was very athletic. She graduated Maryville High, she was a basketball player.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: She could knock the bottom out of that basket and she used to box with the boys, my two brothers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. POPE: Buddy, the oldest one, and she were boxing one time and she knocked him out. (laughter) And they hid him under the bed because they afraid what Dad was going do to her. But anyway, she was really a good athlete. My brother, Bill, probably would have been. He was a good baseball player and pitcher even though he was kind of wild and didn't know where he was going to throw it. He ended up telling Buddy and I that, "You guys play the sports. I'm going to take care of the women." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? There you go.
MR. POPE: But anyway, they were great mentors for me and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And, you know, he may have seen... He may have decided not to become a baseball player because he was old enough to, kind of, see the tough life that your dad had as a... you know...
MR. POPE: Right, that might have had a lot to do with it. Of course, he went in the military and the Korean War came along about that time and he was stationed in Okinawa. When he got back, he was able to get a good job. He worked for ORAU for about 40 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. POPE: He ran their Electronics Division and worked with the cancer research people. And then my brother, Buddy, who went down to the University of Florida and was starting on the freshman team in football. And the Korean War came along about that time and they told our family -- we knew the draft board people in Oak Ridge -- and they told us Buddy was going to get drafted. So he joined the Air Force with a bunch of friends of his.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. POPE: And so he had to leave college. But after he stayed in the Air Force four years, he went back to the University of Florida and he was starting down there again on the football team and the coaches came and told him they'd put in a new SEC rule where you had to be in school so many hours to be eligible. So they told Buddy he was going to have to lay out a year of football. He didn't want to do that, so he had an offer to transfer to East Tennessee State and play baseball there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. POPE: And it was good for him because he ended up being the Oak Ridge baseball coach for 30-something years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: Teaching at the high school, he taught at Jefferson, he taught at Robertsville, he taught at Cedar Hill and he taught at Oak Ridge High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: And this was your brother, which one?
MR. POPE: My brother, Buddy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Buddy.
MR. POPE: Charles W. Pope, but he went by 'Buddy'...

MR. MCDANIEL: And he was the baseball coach.
MR. POPE: Right and taught physical education and health. He was one of those type teachers, though, that would go beyond what was...

MR. MCDANIEL: Expected...
MR. POPE: Expected of him. The people who had him for health, he would go to their house in the morning to check out to see that they were living by all the rules they were studying...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: ...and examine their bedroom and make sure they... He was one of those teachers that, he was a great teacher but they didn't want to have him next year. (laughter) But anyway, I run into people here since I moved back to Oak Ridge, who think I'm Buddy, because we do look quite a bit alike.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...
MR. POPE: Even though he's 83 years old, he can still outrun his grandkids and they're pretty young.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, does he still live in Oak Ridge?
MR. POPE: No, he doesn't. Buddy moved out of town. He wanted a farm and he bought a farm over toward Lenoir City and has lived over there for many years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, I need to go interview him as well as you.

MR. POPE: Yes. You do!
MR. MCDANIEL: Because I mean, I bet he's got some great stories.

MR. POPE: He really does and he would do a great job. People come up and think I'm him all the time. They loved Buddy as a teacher and as a coach here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you went on... you went on to play, in high school, you played high school sports.

MR. POPE: I did. But before I forget it, I want to talk about my sister.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, sure.
MR. POPE: My sister went on to go to work for the Bank of Oak Ridge here in Oak Ridge. She was vice president of the Bank of Oak Ridge and ran the Bookkeeping Department.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. POPE: And was with them for many, many years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Now what was your sister's name?
MR. POPE: Faye Henderson.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Faye Henderson.
MR. POPE: Faye Henderson. She had three boys. Her oldest son, Ron, was a general in the Air Force. He passed away year before last.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. POPE: Right and he flew all kinds of airplanes, he was a commander of B-52's and all kinds of stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, didn't he come back here just a few years ago for a visit?
MR. POPE: He came back and talked at Central Baptist Church.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what it was. I remember that.
MR. POPE: He did some talks around in Oak Ridge. But he passed away with lung cancer within the last two years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. POPE: And she has two other sons. Mike, who is retired from DOE here in Oak Ridge. He still lives here in Oak Ridge. And Jeff Henderson, who ... Jeff played baseball when Buddy was coaching.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. POPE: Jeff went with Tony Basilio on the sports talk shows in Knoxville for a while but he's come back now and is working out at the plant for one of the contractors again. He's worked out there for many years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah...
MR. POPE: But anyway...

MR. MCDANIEL: So your whole family was really involved in the Oak Ridge community...

MR. POPE: Really involved, really involved in Oak Ridge, we really were. Buddy, teaching and coaching. My brother, Bill, with ORAU. It was ORINS back at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was ORINS, it was.
MR. POPE: And then, I was lucky enough to come along when Oak Ridge reached a peak in athletics.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. POPE: The four years that I was in high school, our track team won the state three out of the four years and we lost my senior year, by a quarter of a point or we would have won it all four years that I was in high school on the track team.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: I played on the basketball team through my junior year and we went to the state tournament for the first time in Oak Ridge's history my junior year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Your junior year...
MR. POPE: My junior year. I did not play basketball my senior year because I was running for president of the class. I'd been president of the student council at Robertsville in the eighth grade. I was president of my freshman class at Oak Ridge High, my sophomore class at Oak Ridge High and my junior year class at Oak Ridge High and I was running for senior class president the next year and I wanted to be four-year president so I gave up basketball to spend time on that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: But anyway...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you win?
MR. POPE: I won. I was class president all four years.

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go. So that was a good decision.

MR. POPE: It was a great decision, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, who were your coaches? Who was your track coach and your basketball coach?

MR. POPE: Basketball and track coach was Ben Martin in both. Coach Martin was Mr. Oak Ridge High in athletics. He started all the sports programs And he coached all the athletics when Oak Ridge High first started.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah...
MR. POPE: But I was really fortunate that I started playing football at Jefferson in the seventh... in the seventh grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: And the next... Nick Orlando was my coach there and Coach John Teague was the other coach there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: We didn't have the 12 or 14 coaches like they all have now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. You were lucky to have two.
MR. POPE: We had those two coaches and then, when I was a seventh grader, they built Robertsville Junior High and opened it and I lived in that district so I went to Robertsville in the eighth grade, the first year that Robertsville ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Was opened.
MR. POPE: Was opened.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: And later on, when I was working here in Oak Ridge, I got to see 'em tear it down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: I played in the first basketball in that gym that was there, so...

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? Now what year... what year, let's see, when you were in middle school and junior high...
MR. POPE: Fifty-three and four.

MR. MCDANIEL: Fifty-three and four, yeah.
MR. POPE: Right. And I went into high school my freshman year in 1955.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.'55.
MR. POPE: Ninth grade was at the high school then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure... The high school was... 

MR. POPE: We all were together in football in the seventh grade, then we went to two teams in eighth and then in the ninth grade we went back together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Back together, right.
MR. POPE: A lot of people thought Oak Ridge recruited a lot of the players on our team. We won the state championship my sophomore year the first time in Oak Ridge history.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: I played single-wing tailback at that time because our coaches were Jack Armstrong and Don Bordinger who had both played at UT who used the single-wing there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: And, so, they...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what they knew and that's what they were going to use.
MR. POPE: They were my high school coaches and we played on the freshman team as freshmen but on the varsity team as sophomores and I played behind a guy named Don Stevens, who was a great athlete, great all-around player. Don made All State that year and I think I scored something like 80 or 90 points playing second team behind him because we won the State Championship that year for the first time in Oak Ridge history. Then my junior year, we came back with a real good team there again. We had won 17 games in a row when we went up to Johnson City and played up there. We scored on the first two plays, but they called a second play back that we scored on and we didn't see the ball after that until... 'til the second half. (laughter) They had us 26 to six at half time and we came back and scored one touchdown the second half, but that was the first game we'd lost ... We still...

MR. MCDANIEL: In 18 games.
MR. POPE: Yeah, in 18 games. So we came back and won the rest of the games that year until the last game of the season. We played Chattanooga Central every year. And all three years, we played Chattanooga Central for the State Championship.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: And we played down in Chattanooga my junior year and we went out on the field before the game. We had really a fast team, but we were small.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: Chattanooga Central was big and heavy. But the field was already muddy without any rain. Later on, I found out why and I'll tell you what happened. It came an awful, torrential rain at half time and I was fielding a punt one time and it was a short punt and I let it hit and the ball did not bounce, it...

MR. MCDANIEL: It skidded...
MR. POPE: It skidded and went out on our one yard line.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, man.
MR. POPE: We ended up getting beat eight to nothing that game and they won the State Championship. But we had a lot of players back my senior year, coming back and everything on that team just came together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: It was the best team I was ever associated with, playing or coaching, in high school or college...

MR. MCDANIEL: Fall of '58... that was fall of '58.
MR. POPE: Fall of '58. We actually ended up winning the State Championship. Largest crowd that Blankenship Field has ever had. They turned away people that night. They couldn't get 'em all in. The fire department wouldn't let anybody else come inside.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MR. POPE: And, you know, I have the papers to document it. It was between 12 and 14 thousand people up at Blankenship Field.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MR. POPE: I mean, they were standing behind the fences, over in the woods and everywhere, where they could see the ball ... I was lucky enough to play on that team and we were actually declared the Co-National Champions of High School Football in USA.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: My senior year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.

MR. POPE: And I was able to... We had seven players off of that team to sign with SEC schools. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. POPE: We had 11 out of our 20 seniors that played college football. So it was amazing. We averaged 43.8 points a game on offense. We averaged giving up 2.6 points a game on defense. Seven of our 10 opponents didn't score. (laughter) It was unbelievable, our statistics. Our coach wouldn't ever tell us what our statistics were. I never knew that I averaged 17.2 yards a carry my senior year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. POPE: Until after the season was over.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: I didn't know that Howard Dunnebacke, my fullback, who lined up beside me, averaged 8.5 yards a carry that year. I mean, we had some unbelievable statistics. A lot of the games, we didn't get to play in the second half.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, because...
MR. POPE: I'll make some Clinton people mad, but when we played Clinton that year, we punted the whole fourth quarter on first down to work on our defense.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: We were so far ahead at half time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you read about that school down in Texas last week, the... Well, it was a crazy thing. I read about one of the parents is suing the school, the coach, for bullying because they won, like, 96-7 or something like that and the coach said, "I wouldn't let 'em go over 100, that would just be embarrassing." He said, "We tried to hold 'em back," you know. (laughter)

MR. POPE: We could have gotten there. One of the reasons, I guess, that the Knoxville people didn't like us at all, 'specially in athletics, in my three years on the varsity in Oak Ridge, we scored 423 points to Knoxville's six (all the schools we played). (laughter) And that ... Knoxville East scored six points my sophomore year against us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. POPE: And we'd play about four or five Knoxville schools every year, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. POPE: But we just had an unbelievable team.

MR. MCDANIEL: So was there any truth to the fact that Oak Ridge recruited players?
MR. POPE: Well, out of our starting team, we'd all played together since seventh grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, same... Yeah, yeah.
MR. POPE: The same group.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
MR. POPE: In junior high, we came together, left, then came back together as freshmen. But there were two guys if we'd of had on that team, we wouldn't have been a Co-Champion in the United States. We had a guy named Bill Van Dyke who, his father ran the Oak Terrace down at the Grove Center.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. POPE: And they moved out. Moved to Atlanta, Georgia.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: Bill made All-SEC and went to Auburn and played at Auburn. Another guy named Don Peranoski moved up north. He made All-Conference tackle for VMI and was a great player. They would have just made our team even greater.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MR. POPE: But, you know, we didn't recruit.

MR. MCDANIEL: You just... you guys had played together all your lives, hadn't you?
MR. POPE: And I mean, people were hiring in Oak Ridge, and bringing their kids here also some were moving out.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure, of course.
MR. POPE: And they... a lot of 'em participated in the athletic program 'cause we had great coaches.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. That was... Talk about a senior year to remember.
MR. POPE: It really was.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was a senior year to remember.
MR. POPE: It really was.

MR. MCDANIEL: So... So you graduated high school and where did your sports lead you?

MR. POPE: Well, I got... happened to be able to, with the team I was on, I made High School All American first team that year, so quite a few schools, you know, were interested. I had a chance to go to Notre Dame, had a chance to go to Oklahoma. Bud Wilkerson called me on the phone. The first trip I ever took as a recruit, I flew to Florida State.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. POPE: And went down there to visit. And Piedmont Airlines in Knoxville, who was the primary airline that was... They went on strike that weekend. So three of us went down to Florida State to visit and we got on an airplane in Knoxville, we went to Nashville, we went to Memphis, we went to Muscle Shoals, Alabama, we went to Tallahassee, no 'scuse me, Jacksonville...

MR. MCDANIEL: Jacksonville...
MR. POPE: And then Tallahassee. (laughter) I'd never been on an airplane. I thought I was going to die. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet. That's what I was about to say...
MR. POPE: Twelve times, up and down.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.
MR. POPE: And I've never liked flying since then (laughter) even though I've done it a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. POPE: But, I ... On the way back from down there, we had a layover in Atlanta that we didn't even know about. The Georgia Tech coaches picked me up and took me to Bobby Dodd's house and I got to play pool with Bobby Dodd, Jr. And he and I ended up playing on the same team in the high school All American game in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, that year, our senior year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: Right. And then I came back to Knoxville and one of the UT coaches was waiting for us at the airport and he took me over to General Neyland's office and I got to talk with General Neyland. Of course, I was a little 17-year-old guy, scared to death. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course, of course.

MR. POPE: But, I have some interesting stories about that, but... I ended up signing with UT. Johnny Majors recruited me and was my freshman coach at UT. I ended up going to UT at a time when UT was still running the single-wing offense and running the wide tackle six defense, which were going out of vogue and style about that time. Some new defenses came in that really stopped the single-wing and some... Ole Miss started running flood patterns and things like that on passes. You couldn't cover them on defense. Wasn't any way ... wasn't any way to do it. So, I actually lettered the two years I was at Tennessee -- freshmen weren't eligible to play on the varsity, so we had a freshman team.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: I played on the freshman team and lettered as a freshman. And then I played as a sophomore and I lettered my sophomore year at UT.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: But it was not a good time to be at Tennessee for me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. POPE: We had about five tailbacks and several of 'em were seniors.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: And one of the stories that I found out while I was there, because my roommate was Gene Etter, who was the son of Chattanooga Central's coach.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. POPE: He told me that Scrappy, they had talked Scrappy Moore, who was the Chattanooga coach, we played Chattanooga Central in 1957 on the Chattanooga field.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: That they talked Coach Scrappy Moore into watering that field down before we played 'em that night.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: So that was the story that I was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was the story!
MR. POPE: ... that I was going to tell you. That's the reason that field was so wet and it hadn't rained yet.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.
MR. POPE: Anyway, I ended up almost going to South Carolina because one of the Georgia Tech coaches -- Georgia Tech had recruited me real hard -- and one of their coaches had moved to University of South Carolina. I almost became a Gamecock but I didn't because my roommate at University of Tennessee was a guy who had played with me at Oak Ridge. Fellow named George Dykes and George went to Columbia Military Academy a prep year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. POPE: And he got a scholarship to Tennessee so he and I roomed together our freshman year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. POPE: After our freshman year, he transferred to Middle Tennessee State University.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MR. POPE: And I ended up transferring to Middle Tennessee State after my sophomore year at UT.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. POPE: It was a good move for me. I just... The coach was a guy named Charles "Bubba" Murphy, just was outstanding. Prince of a fellow.

MR. MCDANIEL: And they probably needed you more ... They probably needed you more than UT did.
MR. POPE: They really did, even though they were not playing the single-wing, but I had to red shirt a year even though I took a little step down from Division I.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: But you still had to red shirt so it gave me time to catch up on the T formation.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. POPE: My junior year I started at Middle Tennessee and both George and I made All American at Middle Tennessee our junior year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? 

MR. POPE: Our senior year, George made All American, but I got mononucleosis the summer before my senior year. I lost 20 pounds and I didn't weight but 165 in college. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: So it took me about half the year my senior year to get going but I did get elected captain of the team which was a real honor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: And... I got a better education because I was happier in my education and athletics.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly. Now what year did you graduate at MTSU?

MR. POPE: I graduated MTSU in 1963.

MR. MCDANIEL: In '63. Ok.
MR. POPE: It's '64

MR. MCDANIEL: '64.
MR. POPE: Because my fifth year... I played five years in college because I had to red shirt that year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did ... Was the draft still going on then? Was the draft still...?

MR. POPE: Yeah... I got a chance ... I got a chance to try out with the...

MR. MCDANIEL: No, I meant the military draft.
MR. POPE: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, that's what I was going to ask.
MR. POPE: Yeah, it was just coming along then 'cause Vietnam was going on.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what I was about to ask you.
MR. POPE: I had a chance to go try out -- you had to try outs back then -- for pro football and I had a chance to go to the New York Jets and try out. But I'd been playing football 12 years already.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, oh, sure.
MR. POPE: So I was ready... I got my degree in business from Middle Tennessee State and I felt like I was ready to go to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Move on.
MR. POPE: Move on to work. You know, I wasn't very big anyway and it would have been harder to make it in the pros.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, so this was '63. Now, did you get...? Were you concerned about being drafted into the military or...? I mean, Vietnam was going on...
MR. POPE: Yeah. I wasn't as long as we were in school because they couldn't draft you out of school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Exactly.
MR. POPE: But I was getting out. And one of my friends from Oak Ridge, we went to Atlanta to work after we graduated.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. POPE: About 1964.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: 1965. And I worked for a company called Lanier Company there in Atlanta and it was all kinds of office equipment.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: Worked there, in charge of their inventory of their offices all over the Southeast. I audited their offices, the equipment. And we were afraid we were going to get drafted, so we joined the National Guards.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. POPE: I got us...Oak Ridge unit was full. I got us in the Lenoir City unit. Guy named Bobby Mitchell, who played at Western Kentucky University, had played with me here in Oak Ridge, he went in with me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: While we were in basic training there, we had decided that we wanted to get into teaching and coaching.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. POPE: And Bobby had a degree in education.

MR. MCDANIEL: Your friend, Bobby?
MR. POPE: My friend, Bobby, had a degree in education and a guy named Mack Franklin had been a graduate assistant at Oak Ridge while we were in high school. He played at Tennessee and he was coaching in Chattanooga at East Ridge High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. POPE: And I got an opportunity to go with him or I had an opportunity to go with Brainerd High School, fellow named Pete Potter was coaching there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. POPE: Pete later was the head coach at McCallie High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: We decided to leave Atlanta. We were going to our monthly meetings with the Guards in Lenoir City.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: And we went to Chattanooga and took a job coaching and teaching there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. POPE: I taught at Brainerd High School in Chattanooga and coached about five different sports and taught physical education and business courses. I had to go back and get some education courses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, so you could teach.

MR. POPE: I went to the University of Chattanooga so I could teach.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: I taught at Brainerd High School for two years and I got an opportunity to go into college coaching. My buddy, Bobby, ended up staying at East Ridge and retiring from there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: He still lives in Chattanooga.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MR. POPE: But I got an opportunity to go to Western Kentucky University where he had gone to college and played.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: On the staff up there, so I went up to Western Kentucky at Bowling Green, Kentucky.
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how did that happen?
MR. POPE: Well... there was some...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did they find you?
MR. POPE: Yeah, they found me. They knew I'd gotten into coaching and a guy named Joe Bugel, who'd played with Bobby, was the offensive line coach up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MR. POPE: Joe later coached the Washington Redskins and was head coach at two other pro teams. He named the 'Hogs' -- the offensive linemen at Washington. That's what his old coach at Western called the offensive line there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: But anyway, Coach Jimmy Felix had taken over, who was a great quarterback at Western and had played there -- wonderful man, wonderful coach -- and they asked me to come and join their staff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. POPE: And I went on the staff at Western coaching the defensive secondary and a guy named Robbie Franklin, who had played at the University of Tennessee, was coaching on the defensive staff. There were two other guys there that eventually have become pro coaches.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. POPE: Head coaches.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MR. POPE: Guy named Jerry Glanville. Jerry was head coach in Atlanta and Houston. And then a guy that played for Robbie and I on defense and took my place on staff when I moved on, his name was Romeo Crenell. Romeo ... he was Cleveland's head coach last year, but they let him go and got a new one. But anyway, he was coaching with the Kansas City Chiefs last year, took over as head coach when they let their coach go. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: So I got to coach with three guys there at Western that were NFL head coaches. So that ought to tell you what I think about Butch Jones, UT’s new coach. He can make it, even though he came from a smaller school, because I saw those three guys go to the top in ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Go to the top, sure...
MR. POPE: ... while I was coaching.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, I was interviewing... or I was watching an interview with Phil Fulmer back when he was coaching. Somebody asked him, said, "Well, have you ever thought about going into the NFL?" and he says, "To me the NFL means 'Not For Long'" (laughter)

MR. POPE: Right. While I was in Chattanooga, it so happened that some of the teachers, who taught at Brainerd High School with me, introduced me to a lady who was teaching in Chattanooga that had gone to Brainerd High School and been in their classes there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really.

MR. POPE: She was teaching in Chattanooga now. We started dating while I was coaching there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. POPE: But I moved to Western Kentucky University and left her teaching in Chattanooga.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: But that didn't last long because we ended up getting married while I was there one year in 1969 -- while I was coaching at Western Kentucky University. And she came up and taught at Bowling Green High.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. POPE: Thank goodness that she did because I had to have a Master's degree to teach and coach at Western Kentucky University, so I had to go back to school full time that first year I was there to get a Master's.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: And all they could pay me was $250 a month.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. POPE: Funny story to that is, Jerry Glanville, who was there four years, that's all he made the whole four years he was there.
MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: Because he didn't have a college degree at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Because he didn't have a degree. My goodness.
MR. POPE: But anyway, he made it to the top.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. So you needed that... you needed a wife working. 

MR. POPE: I needed a wife working, I sure did. Robbie Franklin and his wife adopted me the first year I was up there, kind of took me in and fed me and all...(laughter) all of that, but... But anyway, they hired me full time my second year I was there on the staff and I had to teach activity courses, physical education and first aid courses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: I was in charge of recruiting. All the film study, I'd break down and put it all together. We actually had, got into computers at that time, back in 1969.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MR. POPE: No one else was doing it and we predicated how we called our defenses on down and distance.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: From what those computer models told us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Huh.

MR. POPE: We had some great teams, great teams while I was at Western. They ended up playing in the national championship game, the first one they had in that division. They lost to North Dakota State the year after I left.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how long were you there?
MR. POPE: I was there for three years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, you were there for three years.

MR. POPE: Got to see Western in the national basketball tourney. They got to quarter-finals and came within one missed shot of getting in the finals in the NCAA tournament.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? So what did you do...? After Western where did you go?
MR. POPE: While I was at Western, they took me on the staff and I was paid $7,000 a year at that time and that's the reason a lot of people didn't stay in coaching.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. POPE: And teaching, it's because they just weren't paid like that, like these people are today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. POPE: But, my dad was still working at Y-12 and he knew some people out there and they offered me a chance to come back to Oak Ridge and I came back to Oak Ridge and went to work at Y-12 and worked there for three years, got to know some people in Oak Ridge again. And it just so happened we were living in the Garden Apartments and somebody that lived next door with us was working with Hamilton First National Bank. You probably know the story of that, too. When Oak Ridge first started, they let Hamilton Bank over in Knoxville open some branches over in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. POPE: But Bank of Oak Ridge developed in that time period.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MR. POPE: And they got to raisin' Cain about Hamilton being over here, being out of the county where you were supposed to have all your offices.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure, exactly.
MR. POPE: So the Hamilton Bank hurried and bought the First National of Clinton and put it together with their bank and called it Hamilton First National Bank where they could stay in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: But one of the senior officers in the bank lived next door to us, in the Garden Apartments, and a good friend of my family's from Maryville came over as president of that bank, guy named Jim Young. They offered me a job with the bank, therefore I just stayed out at Y-12 about two or three years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...
MR. POPE: Two or three years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MR. POPE: I went with Hamilton Bank and stayed there for about 10 years. I was senior vice president of the bank.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: I ran the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Where was the...? Where was your office located?
MR. POPE: My office was in the Downtown Shopping Center. I ran that branch.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. POPE: And got to know...  'Bout all the businesses banked with us at that time so I knew all the people there. I worked with the bank for about 10 years -- wonderful. My wife went to work, after we came back, she went back to get her Master's at University of Tennessee. While she was there, they offered her a job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. POPE: Which she just retired this June from... after 40 years at UT.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MR. POPE: We lived... Moved back to Oak Ridge. Like I said, I ended up with...

MR. MCDANIEL: With the bank.
MR. POPE: With Union Carbide for a while and then I ended up working at the bank. We had our son in 1975 while I was working with the bank.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: I named him after Robbie Franklin that I coached with that helped me get started in coaching up at Western, Robbie Pope. (laughter) He had three girls, just like that while we were at Western so I said, "I'm going to help you, Franklin." (laughs) So I ended up naming my son after him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. POPE: And Robbie didn't get married 'til he was 37. Thank goodness, he made us a grandparent this past December 8. We have a little granddaughter that's 10 months old right now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where does Robbie live?
MR. POPE: Robbie lives in Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, does he? Ok.
MR. POPE: Robbie actually went to Oak Ridge schools through sixth grade. Robbie was lazy, needed a little kick in the pants along, so... We had friends at Webb School of Knoxville so we sent him to Webb in the sixth. Robbie, thank goodness, it worked good for him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, good.
MR. POPE: He graduated from Webb and he went to ... The only school he wanted to go to was where my wife went to school and that's Emory University in Atlanta.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah...
MR. POPE: And he went to Emory. Thank goodness, he got out in three years; two state employees needed him to at that time. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. POPE: I had left the bank. Our bank went through three sales, bigger banks, closer to being a clerk with a big title.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. POPE: But anyway, he ended up going to the Webb School in Knoxville from the seventh on up thru twelfth.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. POPE: And that was great, great move for us because he did well. He also came back and went to UT Law School and he went in practice with Kramer Rayson-Leake, who was the largest law firm in Knoxville at that time. Guy named Don Leake, who played with me at UT, was one of the partners.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. POPE: But he did well with them and after five years with them, he was offered a job as director of real estate with Regal Entertainment Group.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. POPE: Which he's still working for, this is sixth or seventh year. He's law counsel and director of real estate with Regal and they're located in Halls, in Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: They're in Halls, yeah.
MR. POPE: Headquartered in Halls. 

MR. MCDANIEL: I know. I've been out there several times.

MR. POPE: He lived up on Cherokee Bluff in the condominiums up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...
MR. POPE: Keith, and after he got married and had this child, they sold it and they bought a home off Northshore Drive out in a really nice area of West Knoxville. And it's 23 minutes from home, from us.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's good, that's good.
MR. POPE: We even looked at leaving and going to Knoxville, but... Grandbaby's'll make you crazy. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: That's right. I'm sure they will. (laughter) So after... After the bank, what did you do?

MR. POPE: After the bank, I got an opportunity to go into business for myself.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. POPE: And, with a partner, we bought some property in Oak Ridge. It was the old Minute Check, that sold convenient goods, and they sold bait and sporting goods.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was an old timey convenience store...

MR. POPE: Old timey, right. We also owned the service station next door and got it going, but... Full service there ... But it was... Pretty tough times came along after that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. POPE: Stayed there ... I stayed there five or six years and tried to make it. Opened up a Bass Pro Shop and that sort of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. POPE: But, we went through some tough times in Oak Ridge about that time. This was when Carter was going out, Reagan was coming in and there was some recession-type things like we've gone through now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. POPE: And it was just really hard to make it in business, especially since they closed down K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: This was in the ‘80s... this was in the ‘80s...

MR. POPE: Yeah, oh, yeah. Early ‘80s, all in that time. Just... couldn't make it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: Didn't make it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: But thank goodness for my family and friends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: I had a wife who had a good job. Even though I was using her money to pay my interest, pretty much.

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go. I understand, I understand.
MR. POPE: But anyway, a friend of mine, a guy named Phil Parrott, got me hired with his company as the safety director and Assistant Human Resources Manager for Viskase Corporation down in Loudon.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MR. POPE: And it was Union Carbide affiliated.

MR. MCDANIEL: Can you sit back in your chair a little bit? There we go... that was...
MR. POPE: We had ... we had 300-and-something people there. I worked there three years and we went from last to first in our safety program of nine plants.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, wow.
MR. POPE: It was a nice place to work but I got offered another job from another friend.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: Thank goodness I made some friends along the way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Thank goodness for friends.
MR. POPE: But Keith Bissell had been elected... He'd been the state representative from Oak Ridge. And Keith and I'd lived next door to each other in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. POPE: We also graduated together from high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: Were good friends. And he'd been state representative and he'd run for Public Service Commissioner. We regulated... they regulated all the utilities in the State of Tennessee and trucking safety for the State of Tennessee. Well, Keith offered me a job with him as one of his top assistants.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MR. POPE: And a lady named Susan Callaghan, who was the daughter of Frank Callaghan, who was over AEC security here at Oak Ridge, was his other top assistant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: And we worked together in Nashville. I actually drove to Nashville for nine and a half years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you really?
MR. POPE: We had moved out of Oak Ridge when our son went to Webb and my wife also worked in Knoxville, we moved over to West Knoxville and lived there for nine and a half years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: And we'd bought a place down on Watts Bar Lake and ended up moving down there later and living below Kingston a little bit on the lake for 12 and a half years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. POPE: So we were away from Oak Ridge about...

MR. MCDANIEL: 20 years.
MR. POPE: 20 years but we came back... came back seven and a half years ago. But anyway, I got to do some wonderful things in working with Keith Bissell. Keith was good at what he did. He was elected the president of a national utility regulatory association while I was working for him as one of his top assistants. We got to go all over the United States to meetings -- meet people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. POPE: My family got to go with me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MR. POPE: We got on the elevator in Seattle, Washington, and here comes the elevator door opening and getting on is a guy named Bill Clinton.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: He was running for office at that time...

MR. MCDANIEL: Running for office...
MR. POPE: My son got introduced. But we met people like that along the way and just had some wonderful experiences.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now... Let me ask you this: Once you came back to Oak Ridge, did you get involved in sports in any of the local athletics?

MR. POPE: Yeah, I was on the... I was elected to the second class that went in the Oak Ridge Sports Hall of Fame.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. POPE: And I went on the board of directors there after that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MR. POPE: There were four: Rabbit Yearwood, Nick Orlando, Ben Martin, and Shep Lauter. There were four people who went in first and they were all administrators in Oak Ridge's early days.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. POPE: Ben Martin, and people like that. So I went on the board after that. 'Course, when I was working for the Bank in Oak Ridge, I was on everything pretty much.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, of course.
MR. POPE: I was on the board of directors for the Boys' Club...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.

MR. POPE: Early. The Boys' Club didn't come into being until my senior year in high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. POPE: And then, when I came back to Oak Ridge and got with the bank, I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, you got involved...

MR. POPE: I got involved with that, very involved with that. Jane and I've been involved in Rotary.  We were both president of the Rotary in Kingston while we were there. Like I said, I worked in Chamber of Commerce and everything here when I was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure, when you're a local banker, you know, you get involved in just about ... You get asked to be involved in everything, don't you?

MR. POPE: Local banker, right, and being a local guy, I knew a lot of people so I was on a lot of things going on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...
MR. POPE: And I'm ... I've been involved in going back to Oak Ridge High. They've honored me by asking me to lead the players down on the field to honor past Wildcats.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: When all the old Wildcats come back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. POPE: You can tell that you're one of the oldest ones around when it gets... When you start getting asked to lead.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. (laughter)

MR. POPE: But I was fortunate that I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Said, 'We'll make sure that your walker won't get stuck in the grass.' Is that what it is? (laughter)

MR. POPE: But anyway, I have helped in every way I can in athletics. Coach Hale got me to come talk to his team and they happened to win the state two of the years I talked to 'em, so he thought I was a magic guy so I got to do it.

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go, there you go.
MR. POPE: And I really thought highly of Coach Gaddis. I tried to help him get this coaching job the first time he tried to get it, and we were able to put things together the second time and he actually got the job and I'm still close to him and go to Oak Ridge games and have season tickets.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MR. POPE: The Quarterback Club, go to the Booster's Club to eat every Friday night ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.

MR. POPE: So I'm still involved.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... Well I tell you... But you and your wife, you said, when you moved back to Oak Ridge, when, seven, eight years ago did you say?

MR. POPE: Yeah, I moved ... we moved about seven and a half years ago. I went to.. On a couple of other jobs. I worked for the Chancellor over at the courthouse as an auditor of conservatorships.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.
MR. POPE: For a couple of years, I worked for a trucking company down in Roane County when I was down there. I was a vice president of that company in charge of safety. We hauled some radioactive, nuclear stuff from the plants.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MR. POPE: So having a background in safety like I did really helped me in both trucking safety and in safety in the plants that I worked in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Yeah.
MR. POPE: But I knew that we were or that I was going to retire but my wife was going to work longer. We were living down in a place called Idle Oaks that Nancy Stanley had developed down on the lake.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. POPE: A gated community. A lot of Oak Ridgers were down there. We lived down there for nine and a half years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MR. POPE: Jane was driving 52 miles to UT to work...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: ... every day for us to live on the lake. It was great for me 'cause I was doing a lot of fishing and stuff...

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. POPE: Which I love. That's something my brother, Bill, taught me how to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. POPE: Yeah, so he did more than just... What he said he was going to do. But anyway, she was going to have to work for several more years before she retired and so we moved... And we were ready to come back to Oak Ridge. Where we lived you had to drive a long ways to about anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, exactly.
MR. POPE: So we moved back to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's pretty, but it wasn't very convenient.
MR. POPE: Exactly right. (laughs) I could walk out, let my boat down, get on it and go riding.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, it was convenient for you, it wasn't convenient for her.

MR. POPE: That's exactly right. (laughs) It was easy for me to get out and go fishing any time I wanted to.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you decided to come back to Oak Ridge 'cause it was home?
MR. POPE: Home. This is home and all the wonderful memories. Still have some friends around here that are ... been here forever for me. I work out and Jane's working out with me now up at the National Fitness Center, if it's all right to throw out a little...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, absolutely.
MR. POPE: But here and there, just a wonderful place.

MR. MCDANIEL: I won't say I work out there. I pay my membership dues every month. (laughter)

MR. POPE: But Coach Bordinger, who's 85 years old, works out up there every day. I get to be with him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: We get to do things together. Went to last Saturday's South Carolina, UT game together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, he was your coach?
MR. POPE: He was one of my coaches. We had two coaches, Armstrong and Bordinger.

MR. MCDANIEL: In high school?
MR. POPE: In high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: In high school, ok.
MR. POPE: And he became principal of the high school and city councilman here in Oak Ridge and he's still here and still chugging' along.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. POPE: He brings coffee up there every day...

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. POPE: ... that he works out. And all the guys... We have what's called the Coffee Mafia. We celebrate everybody's birthday. There's a socializing part, too, that you've got to have.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MR. POPE: Even people that work there go out in the back of his car and drink coffee. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. POPE: But anyway, we have a good time and that's been a blessing for us to keep moving.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that's... that's what life's about, isn't it?

MR. POPE: It's what life's about. Friends and family and just...

MR. MCDANIEL: And feeling at home where you are.
MR. POPE: And feeling at home. Oak Ridge is... You know, I moved here when I was four years old.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep.
MR. POPE: I went all the way through school and that's what I know as home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, absolutely.

MR. POPE: Both of my parents, of course, passed away. My dad was 81, my mother was 98.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: And my sister passed away within the last year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. POPE: And she was 86 years old.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. POPE: My brother, Buddy, is 83 and he's still kickin' hard and my brother, Bill, is 80 and he's in assisted living here in Oak Ridge, but I help take...

MR. MCDANIEL: You're the youngster, so you have...
MR. POPE: I was the baby of this family.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, so you had to kind of make sure everybody's taken care of, don't you?

MR. POPE: The baby at 72. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, my goodness. Well, I tell you, you've had an interesting life.
MR. POPE: Plan on having a lot more of it, too. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean so far, so far... (laughter)

MR. POPE: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So far it's been interesting.
MR. POPE: Yeah, and just met some of the nicest people I've ever met in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, that came from everywhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. POPE: We went to, I might have already mentioned it... But we went to Cashiers, North Carolina, this past week. We met a group of 30 people who were on a chat group from my 1959 class.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. POPE: And we had just a heck of a time and we came back and several of us went to the Oak Ridge, Powell game to see it. Several of us went to UT, South Carolina game.

MR. MCDANIEL: Y'all had a big weekend, then, didn't you?
MR. POPE: And then my favorite baseball team, the Boston Red Sox, won and are going to the World Series. (laughter) We had a great week. Wonderful week.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness. So how do you think... I got to ask you this: How do you think ... how do you think the football team's doing this year? Oak Ridge?

MR. POPE: I think they're doing really good. They lost 22 seniors, they had a good team last year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. POPE: You know, they lost twice to the state champions!  (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MR. POPE: That's the only games they lost last year. But they're young this year, they're inexperienced, they're coming along. I think you give Joe Gaddis, the new head coach here, and his assistants -- he's got some wonderful assistants -- you give them about a year or two Oak Ridge will be rolling, especially ... What happened to Oak Ridge was, all these counties started consolidating their schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Sure.
MR. POPE: They're all bigger than Oak Ridge now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. POPE: We've got 1,300 students at Oak Ridge. I think it went to right at 1,400.

MR. MCDANIEL: I think they dropped down a district.

MR. POPE: We dropped down to the 5A out of 6A and there's some good teams in that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. POPE: Because of all the consolidated schools are in that now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep, yep.

MR. POPE: But, they're where they should be right now. But he will have 'em back in the next year or so.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, Jack, thank you so much ... Or Jackie, as people know you around here, thank you so much for talking with us. I really appreciate it.

MR. POPE: Wonderful to have this opportunity, it's wonderful to be part of Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Very good.
[End of Interview]

***[Editor’s Note: This transcript has been edited at Mr. Pope’s request. The corresponding audio and video components have remained unchanged.]
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