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MR. MCDANIEL:  This is Keith McDaniel, today is December 15, 2015, and I am here at my studio here in Oak Ridge and I'm talking to Janice Pierce or, Jan, as you go by, Jan Pierce. Thank you for taking time to talk with us.
MS. PIERCE:  You're very welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Let's start at the beginning. I think you said you were born in Oak Ridge.

MS. PIERCE:  I was born in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, tell me about your family, your parents. Tell me how they came to Oak Ridge.
MS. PIERCE:  Ok. My father was born in Cleveland, Tennessee, and my mother in East Chattanooga and they met, married, and Dad worked, I think it was the TNT plant, as a guard.

MR. MCDANIEL:  In Cleveland or Chattanooga?
MS. PIERCE:  In Cleveland.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Cleveland.
MS. PIERCE:  And he went to night school while he was working there and took engineering courses and got a job in Oak Ridge and that was about 1945.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok, so right at the end of the war. Was it before the war was over or ... ?

MS. PIERCE:  I think it was right after the war had ended ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right ...
MS. PIERCE:  ... that he came to Oak Ridge, to ORNL.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.

MS. PIERCE:  And he worked as an engineer in the Isotopes Division.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. PIERCE:  But things were still secret. We never talked about work, you know, never asked Daddy questions about what he did.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, of course. So they came in 1945.

MS. PIERCE:  Uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok. Do you know where they lived, you know, right at first?
MS. PIERCE:  They lived on Newkirk.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MS. PIERCE:  I can't remember, I think it was West Newkirk.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MS. PIERCE:  And I believe they started in an A house and went to a C house. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. PIERCE:  The C house was on West Newkirk.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.

MS. PIERCE:  And I ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, did they have any children at that time?
MS. PIERCE:  My brother was born in Cleveland in '41, I think.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok. All right.

MS. PIERCE:  And I was born here in 1949.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok. All right.

MS. PIERCE:  And I was four years old when we moved to Kingston.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. PIERCE:  And we were out in the sticks. I mean, it was a dirt road out in the woods on the lake. I had a wonderful childhood growing up there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Where was it? Where is it in Kingston? Where was it?

MS. PIERCE:  I ... Do you know where the old Gray Badger ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah, of course, sure.
MS. PIERCE:  ... [inaudible] right off the interstate? Well, that little cove right across the street.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That little cove ...

MS. PIERCE:  We were right on that little cove.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right on that little street right there.

MS. PIERCE:  My dad had a beautiful flower garden that was tiered.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What was, what was ... that was called, the little subdivision, what was the name of the street?

MS. PIERCE:  We were on ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Dogwood ... ?
MS. PIERCE:  We were on Cove Lane.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Cove Lane.
MS. PIERCE:  I was trying, gosh, it just totally left my mind. I think Dogwood Lane?

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's what I was thinking, Dogwood something.
MS. PIERCE:  Dogwood Subdivision.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, Dogwood Subdivision.

MS. PIERCE:  Uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MS. PIERCE:  It was a wonderful place to grow up. Dad got home from work at 5:30. Mother had supper on the table at six.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure. Now, now ...
MS. PIERCE:  Meat, two vegetables. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  So your dad, so your dad ... So you only lived in Oak Ridge until you were four?
MS. PIERCE:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right. But your dad continued to work at the Lab.
MS. PIERCE:  Yes, my dad retired from the Lab.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MS. PIERCE:  I went to school in the Roane County schools. Went to Tennessee Tech. Transferred to UT in my third year but at that time I was more interested in living than studying.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, of course.
MS. PIERCE:  So I got a job and ended up dropping out of school.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  And I didn't know then what I wanted to do.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MS. PIERCE:  So, I, let's see, from there, I worked in Atlanta for a short time and in Nashville for the State of Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MS. PIERCE:  I examined applications for title and registration of motor vehicles.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. PIERCE:  And I left there and went to Montana for six months and worked in Montana ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  How old were you?
MS. PIERCE:  ... and that was an experience.

MR. MCDANIEL:  How old were you at this point?
MS. PIERCE:  I was probably 25.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok. Right. Still ... still a child ... (laughter)

MS. PIERCE:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  Still didn't know what I wanted or where I was going or anything.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure, sure ...
MS. PIERCE:  I came back to Tennessee from Montana, back to Kingston, and got a job working for, in Rockwood, for Rockwood Iron and Metal.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok. Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  And worked there for seven years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MS. PIERCE:  And then, there was a land development company in Kingston and I went to school with one of the owners.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MS. PIERCE:  And they asked me to come to work for them.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MS. PIERCE:  So, I left and went to work for them and their bookkeeping was a disaster.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MS. PIERCE:  So that by the time I got their books straightened out, they were bankrupt. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, goodness. Well...
MS. PIERCE:  And from there, I went to work in Solway for Hicks and Ingle Mechanical Contractors.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok, tell me about that.
MS. PIERCE:  They were contractors, 95% of our work was at the plants.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MS. PIERCE:  So, I got a Q clearance and I was ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, by this time you were in your early to mid-30s, right?
MS. PIERCE:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Mid-30s.
MS. PIERCE:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.

MS. PIERCE:  And I ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  By the way, I wanted to ask you before I forget: What year did you graduate Roane County High?

MS. PIERCE:  Sixty-seven.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sixty-seven. Ok. You might have gone to school ... no, you probably wouldn't have ... Go ahead. (laughter)

MS. PIERCE:  I loved working for Hicks and Ingle.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MS. PIERCE:  They were great. They were plumbers and steamfitters and sheet metal workers.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.

MS. PIERCE:  And we did a lot of the piping and sheet metal processes at Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MS. PIERCE:  And ORNL [Oak Ridge National Laboratory] mostly. We had a few jobs at K-25 but ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  ... most of them were X-10 and Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, where did you live when you went to work for them? Were you still living in Kingston?

MS. PIERCE:  I moved to Castlewood Condominiums ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  ... in Oak Ridge ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  ... when I started working there so I'd be closer. Then, I was there maybe five years then moved to a condominium on Fox Hollow subdivision and I started volunteering at the Animal Shelter ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.

MS. PIERCE:  ... and ended up with seven animals so I got a house with a yard on Maple Lane.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, sure, of course.
MS. PIERCE:  That was about 15 years ago, I guess ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok. And that's where you are?
MS. PIERCE:  ... when I moved to Maple Lane and that's where I am now.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right ...
MS. PIERCE:  And I started, it was a one girl office when I started with Hicks and Ingle. I did all the bookkeeping and got into the contract administration and I did most of the contract work. Went to the bids.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  And it was a lot of fun. I really enjoyed it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Are they still in business?
MS. PIERCE:  Mr. Hicks passed away before I started working there and when Mr. Ingle passed away, his son took over for a while and, when I left, I was trying to remember what year. I guess around 2005, they sold out to one of our employees.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, I see.
MS. PIERCE:  And the Iveys bought it and took over the name and they still work there as far as I know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok, now did ... ?
MS. PIERCE:  But I retired then.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, you retired?
MS. PIERCE:  At 62.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, I see. So you retired then, so you worked there until you retired?
MS. PIERCE:  Well, I retired from there and was off for a year and Engert Plumbing and Heating in Knoxville, was having some problems. My boss at Hicks and Ingle referred them to me and they talked me into coming to work there ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  ... to help them get modernized.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MS. PIERCE:  They had old, old computers.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MS. PIERCE:  And so, I worked there for three years and once they got going good ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.

MS. PIERCE:  ... I went ahead and retired for good, so.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure. Well, let's go back and let's talk a little bit about when you were growing up in Kingston. Your dad was working at the plant. You and I talked a little bit about this on the phone, there wasn't a whole lot to do in Kingston. So if you had to do anything very big, you had to come to Oak Ridge, if you were like my family, you know. So what do you remember about Oak Ridge when you were young?
MS. PIERCE:  Well, coming to Oak Ridge was a big deal ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  It was, kind of.
MS. PIERCE:  ... for us. I know, probably, a year after we moved to Kingston, I remember we had an old '51 or '52 Dodge and my mother had just learned to drive.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  And you changed gears but you didn't have a clutch on it so it was a little easier to learn to drive it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure ...
MS. PIERCE:  But I can remember my dad's sisters coming up and bringing my cousins and we all piled in that Dodge to come to Oak Ridge and see the big city.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  And Mother got her one and only speeding ticket in her whole life and she never got over it, on that day, coming in to Oak Ridge. Cost her five dollars. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right? Oh, my goodness.
MS. PIERCE:  But we would come to the movies, to the Grove Theater and I think it's Tennessee...

MR. MCDANIEL:  The Ridge?
MS. PIERCE:  Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Go to the Ridge or the Grove.

MS. PIERCE:  Mmm-hmm. The shopping center we loved. Nettie Lee's was my favorite store. Miller's, of course, was the big … [J.C.] Penney's ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Federal Bakery. Do you remember going by the, standing out front of the bakery and smelling those ...
MS. PIERCE:  I don't remember that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, maybe it wasn't, maybe it wasn't there. It was when I was and you're not that much older than me ...

MS. PIERCE:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... but it was there when I was a young person, so, I remember that.

MS. PIERCE:  I may have been gone by the time ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah. Right, right ...
MS. PIERCE:  ... it got there because from high school, of course I went to Tech and then to Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure, sure ...
MS. PIERCE:  So, I had a big break there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right.
MS. PIERCE:  But I always loved Oak Ridge when I was there because it was so clean and neat. Everything was so neat here, so I really did want to come back here..

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MS. PIERCE:  And I really did love living in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, good.
MS. PIERCE:  Everything is so convenient. I like the, having the recycle, the trash pick up, the taxi service ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  ... if, at one time, I'm sure I will come to need that, being close to the hospital -- a good hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  So, I'm kind of a homebody. I do a lot of reading and that's how I got involved with the library.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.

MS. PIERCE:  And I'm the treasurer for FOL, Friends of the Library.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MS. PIERCE:  And ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, let's talk a little bit about your work, when you're working. You said you were involved in just about all the aspects: the bookkeeping, of, you know, being involved in the bidding process, you got a Q clearance, you know, so you were probably out at the plants some, you know. And that was, you said you were there about 15 years? Is that what you said?

MS. PIERCE:  No, 25 years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Twenty-five years. So you were there, you were there quite a while, quite a long time.
MS. PIERCE:  Yes, I was.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What do you remember about that? About that time in Oak Ridge and kind of being from the outside looking in as far as the, you know, the plants and changes. You were probably there when the whole environmental issues started happening and, you know, the ...

MS. PIERCE:  Yes. Uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You know, so talk about that a little bit, what you remember about those years.

MS. PIERCE:  Well, of course, they were ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Was there anybody in particular that you just couldn't stand? Because this is a good opportunity to get that off your chest. (laughter)

MS. PIERCE:  Well, not really because we worked with a good bunch out there. I know Pat Hughes was head of the contract administration at Y-12 and I worked real well with her. In fact, she, when she got ready to retire, she called me and asked me if I would be interested in taking over her job.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  And we talked a little bit about it and she thought I was perfect for it and she asked what my degree was in and I said, I never got my degree. And she said, Oh, this job requires a degree.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yep.
MS. PIERCE:  So, I didn't get it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  But the girl that did get it had a degree in Home Ec. (laughter) and that just made me, it burned me, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's the government for you.
MS. PIERCE:  Yes, I learned a lot about red tape and some of the things you had to go through made no sense whatsoever to me.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  Now, both my brothers, I had a younger brother, two years younger, and both my brothers worked at the plant. Larry, the younger one, was a millwright at ORNL and my older brother was an engineer at ORNL. And I know my younger brother said, he would, he would be working on a project and he would need some measurements. They'd have a hole in the floor and he would go up to the hole and look down and there would be a guy standing there with a measuring tape in his pocket. Larry said, “Hey, you know, could you take that measuring tape and measure that manhole cover right there?” “Nope. Union.” (laughter) Can't do that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MS. PIERCE:  So, Larry'd have to go dress out, they'd have to lower him down in the hole ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure, exactly ...

MS. PIERCE:  ... he'd get the measuring tape from the guy, he'd measure it, hand it back to him, they'd pull him back out. And there was just so many things like that that were just ridiculous ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  ... that we had to put up with.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I'm sure.
MS. PIERCE:  We ran into some problems with seepage of mercury.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  It coming up in, when we would start tearing things out or ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah, yeah.
MS. PIERCE:  ... running into asbestos.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  So, that would kind of put our projects behind.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, exactly. Because they'd have to come and ...

MS. PIERCE:  I worked a lot on the change orders, going out and finding out what needed to be changed or corrected and working up the cost of the changes, so.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.

MS. PIERCE:  It was educational and my, what I was majoring in in school was English and 25 years with sheet metal workers and pipefitters, you might as well forget English. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MS. PIERCE:  You can tell it didn't stay with me too well. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  But we had fun. They're, they're really good people and fun people to work with.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right ... Was there a particular incident or particular situation that was, that's kind of memorable for you as far as a challenge goes or a success?

MS. PIERCE:  I think, really, one of the most successful things we did was doing the plumbing and HVAC at the World's Fair.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MS. PIERCE:  For the China pavilion and, let's see, we had three pavilions.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  And ours was the only ones that didn't break down.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MS. PIERCE:  So we were really, really proud of that. (laughter) 

MR. MCDANIEL:  But as far as Oak Ridge goes ...
MS. PIERCE:  We had so many contracts at Oak Ridge it's really hard. I mean, it was just one right after the other.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right ...
MS. PIERCE:  And so many different, different types and, of course, a lot of it was too technical for me to really ... You know, they're pipes and ductwork to me. 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure ... Now, were there, was it fairly competitive? 
MS. PIERCE:  Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I mean, were there people coming in all the time trying to get that work, or ... ?

MS. PIERCE:  Oh, yes. Yes. And it was really funny because the security there is so much you have to do to get through security.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, sure.
MS. PIERCE:  And get your badges and keep your badges working. The out-of-state companies that would come in would not allow for that in their bids.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh.

MS. PIERCE:  And so, they would come in low.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  And by the time they left, they were broke.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MS. PIERCE:  They came under, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MS. PIERCE:  And they would leave.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  But, we lost that work.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, exactly.
MS. PIERCE:  So, that was one good thing knowing my boss, Bill Vaughn, was wonderful, and he knew those specs on every drawing cover to cover.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  And they were thick.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  And that was one of the biggest things: Knowing what was in your specs and your contract documents ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  ... and what you had to allow for and not allow for. But one of the biggest things the out-of-states didn't allow for was the security.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right ...
MS. PIERCE:  And there were times our guys would, we'd have everything all planned out and go out and they can't get in the gate.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, really?
MS. PIERCE:  And that just wouldn't work.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, sure. Let's talk about, so ... So, let's talk about your life after you retired and you were living here in Oak Ridge, you said you were kind of a homebody. Talk a little bit about getting involved with the Animal Shelter. You said you got involved with them.

MS. PIERCE:  I just did some volunteer work, you know, going down, but after I got seven animals I quit volunteering there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  Because I couldn't leave them.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MS. PIERCE:  I really couldn't leave them. I had a little poodle for 16 years and he went to work with me every day.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MS. PIERCE:  And we were pretty much inseparable. But I had him for 16 years and I just this summer put down my little Peek-a-poo and he was 18.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, my.
MS. PIERCE:  And a lhasa apso ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  They're like children, aren't they?
MS. PIERCE:  ... two years ago. So, I'm down to three cats.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  I just have the three cats now.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MS. PIERCE:  One thing that I left out that I forgot about.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  I can't believe I forgot about this, but, when I retired from Hicks and Ingle and took a year off and just had some R and R.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  It was very stressful working in the contract division, getting the bids together, getting them there on time, getting all the paperwork in, it was a pretty stressful job.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  So I took a year off and just did my thing.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MS. PIERCE:  And then I went to Temp Systems because I got bored and worked at Y-12 in classified documents ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh ...

MS. PIERCE:  ... for eight months.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. PIERCE:  Through Temp Systems.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MS. PIERCE:  And they interviewed me to hire me permanently ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  ... at Bechtel-Jacobs.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  And that's when I got the job offer from Engert.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. PIERCE:  And Engert offered more money and better benefits.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MS. PIERCE:  So, I went with them instead of ... But I liked the four-tens.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What's that?
MS. PIERCE:  Working four 10s ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah, working four ...
MS. PIERCE:  ... instead of five days a week ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure. And that was at Y-12.
MS. PIERCE:  ... and having a three-day weekend. That was at Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right. Exactly.
MS. PIERCE:  But I worked alone. I had my own set of safes ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MS. PIERCE:  ... that I kept the documents in and they would have to come in and sign in and have written permission for me to give them the documents from the safe.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MS. PIERCE:  Also the, what would you call them? I guess they were like specifications ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  ... that would be revised and I would pull them out, put the revisions in and keep them up to date.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.

MS. PIERCE:  So, that's basically what I did there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MS. PIERCE:  And it was ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  That sounds interesting. That sounds like an interesting job.

MS. PIERCE:  It was interesting. I didn't much care about the, I was so used to going 90 miles an hour ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MS. PIERCE:  ... all the time ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  ... that standing in line waiting to get through gates, especially in the rain ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure, sure ...
MS. PIERCE:  ... was kind of a hassle.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, exactly.

MS. PIERCE:  But the walking was good for me because you did a lot of walking.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  And, like I said, I went from there to Engert ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right.

MS. PIERCE:  ... Plumbing and Heating.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right. Talk a little bit about some of the other things that you got, that you were involved in in Oak Ridge. You said you volunteered at the Animal Shelter.

MS. PIERCE:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And you said at the library.

MS. PIERCE:  Well, really, I was in the National Association for Women in Construction, and I did a lot with them but our meetings were in Knoxville. It was based out of Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  So, since I did a lot there, I didn't do a lot in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  I wasn't involved in a lot of ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  ... extracurricular things that were in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  I do remember one funny story: We had a little girl working in the front office. I hired her to answer the phones and she was a beautiful girl but country as they come.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MS. PIERCE:  And we went to the Alexander Inn to have a drink one night after work and we met a guy from out of town that she was just taken with.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  And she didn't want to leave, she wanted to stay. So, I said, “Well, you've got my phone number if you need to call me. I'm going to go on.” Well, the next day she comes in to work and she's just all excited. She's just, oh, this guy is just wonderful. He drives a red Ferrari. And he, it was kind of like a My Fair Lady thing.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, sure, sure.
MS. PIERCE:  He was going to take her and make her a model. She was kind of an Ellie Mae Clampett ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, exactly.
MS. PIERCE:  ... type and she said, I said, well, tell me about the Ferrari and she said, oh, it was just wonderful. It was Fiero.

MR. MCDANIEL:  A Fiero. (laughter)

MS. PIERCE:  Fiero.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MS. PIERCE:  Oh, we laughed about that. She was a character. And she ended up going to work at Y-12 (laughter) in badge and pass.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MS. PIERCE:  She handled our badges and passes and she got so good at it that they hired her away from us.

MR. MCDANIEL:  My goodness.

MS. PIERCE:  But we, we had a lot of fun. I know we had a, we got a lot of the sheet metal jobs out there because we bought a $50,000 metal cutting machine ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  ... that you do it on the computer ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  ... and it would cut out the duct.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah.
MS. PIERCE:  And we were really proud of that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What ...? What ...? So, you've been around Oak Ridge a long time, I mean, even though you were gone for a while. What are some of the changes that you've noticed in Oak Ridge as far as, you know, the city goes and the area goes and both positive and negative?

MS. PIERCE:  All right, well, one of the big ones is the four-lane from the Oak Ridge Turnpike to Kingston.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right.
MS. PIERCE:  That was a big deal.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  And going through Solway. There really, I know we worked on the Spallation ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Neutron Source?
MS. PIERCE:  Neutron Source at X-10. A lot of the buildings that were there when I started are gone. We put up new ones, we did the ductwork in the new ones.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What about Oak Ridge as a city? I mean, what kind of changes have you seen as far as Oak Ridge as a city goes?
MS. PIERCE:  Gosh, well one of the main things is the shopping district. We just can't seem to get a mall going.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  And it was so wonderful when it was the little strip stores and they had the unique stores. There was McCrory's and Nettie Lee's ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right. There was a Cloth Shop in there, too, at some point.
MS. PIERCE:  Yeah. My mother was a seamstress and she'd go there. And then, I remember, one of the first people that I interviewed when I started this project with the city five years ago was Mel Sturm. Sturm's Youth World.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sturm's Youth World. (laughter) Yeah, Mel Sturm and I remember those.
MS. PIERCE:  I was trying to remember ... Oh, Big Ed's was a big, a big thing.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And wasn't the Music Box, wasn't it on ... ? Do you remember the Music Box? It was on the corner. It's about where, across from where Razzleberries is now on the other, behind Razzleberries. It was on that corner where Jacob's Engineering is now. And then there was a ... there was a store where Jacob's Engineering is now was, what was the name of it? And you'd go in and you'd go downstairs to the bargain basement. Had a big old set of steps. I'm sure your parents, I'm sure you all went there.
MS. PIERCE:  Oh, yeah. Yes, we did.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I can't remember the name of it.
MS. PIERCE:  I remember a sporting goods store in there, too.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right.
MS. PIERCE:  And, oh, what was the pharmacy? It was in there for so long. And gift shop. Hall's shoes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah, yeah. Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  One thing about Oak Ridge I see, there are so many empty buildings and they keep putting up new buildings and just leaving those empty.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  And, course, one of the biggest changes lately has been a big Kroger complex.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  And I love the old Kroger store. I do not like the new one as well as I did the old one. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right, right.
MS. PIERCE:  Course, McKay's has gone out of business. I loved that book store.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. PIERCE:  But now, those are empty along there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  The end between the old Kroger store and Solway is starting to grow up.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  They're putting in more, building more businesses.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  I really don't, like I said, I'm a homebody and I stay home a lot and read a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. PIERCE:  So the library's really about the only thing I get out and do anymore. Now what I was going to say totally left me. Nope. Don't remember.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's ok.
MS. PIERCE:  Senior moment.

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's ok. That's all right. Well, thank you for ... Is there anything that I've not asked you about that you want to talk about?
MS. PIERCE:  I don't guess so. I really am a little bitty fish in the big pond here, so ... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, we appreciate you taking time to kind of share your story about your life in Oak Ridge.

MS. PIERCE:  Well, thank you very much for having me.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Very good. Thank you.
[End of Interview]
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