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MR. HUNNICUTT: 
This interview is for the Center of Oak Ridge Oral History. The date is December 12th, 2012. I am Don Hunnicutt in the studio of BBB Communications, LLC., 170 Randolph Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take an oral history from Mr. Earl Nall. Earl, would you please give me your address? 

MR. NALL:
Current address is 114 Cedar Greens Drive in Kingston, Tennessee, which is about twenty miles from here. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Please state your full name, place of birth and date of birth. 

MR. NALL:
It's Earl Jaggers Nall born in Columbia, Tennessee, in February 22, 1944. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And what was your father’s name and do you recall his place of birth and date? 

MR. NALL:
My dad’s full name was Earl B. Nall. And I think he was born in Mount Pleasant, Tennessee, which is not far from Columbia. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What about your mom’s place of birth and date? 

MR. NALL:
My mother was born in Hampshire, Tennessee, which is not far from Mount Pleasant and Columbia. And she was born sometime, 1923 or 22, I think. I can’t remember exactly. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What about your father’s school history? Tell me a little bit about that. 

MR. NALL:
Well, my dad, he flew in B-24 Liberator in the war, in the Italian campaign. And when he got out he went to George Peabody College in Nashville and got a degree in education, and took a job as a principal of a school in Blytheville, Arkansas. And we stayed there until we moved here in 1953, summer of 1953. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What about your mom’s school and education? 

MR. NALL:
She went to Tennessee Tech for a while from Middle Tennessee and road the train to and from school on the weekends so Tennessee Central train. But then she and my dad got married and she quit school then. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you recall where they got married and the date? 

MR. NALL:
No, I don’t. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you have brothers and sisters? 

MR. NALL:
I’ve got a sister who lives, splits her time between a house in Atlanta and they’ve got a summer home on the lake, at Gun Lake in Michigan. So she’s retired and her husband was a plant manager at a chemical plant and they do a lot of traveling. My brother for thirty years was a policeman in Oak Ridge. He just retired just a month or so ago. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And what was your sister’s name? 

MR. NALL:
Marsha…

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And your brother that just retired…

MR. NALL:
It's Philip. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you have any more brothers and sisters? 

MR. NALL:
Nope. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you recall where they were born? 

MR. NALL:
I should, but my brother was born in Oak Ridge. My sister – I don’t know where she was born. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Is she younger or older than you? 

MR. NALL:
She’s a year older. She graduated from Oak Ridge High in 1961. And my brother graduated from a high school in Florida. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Well, what type of work did your father do before he came to Oak Ridge? Did your mother work as well? 

MR. NALL:
No, she was the classic stay-at-home mom which was – that’s the way things were in the ‘50s. We had a single car and very few women worked, that were in the workforce at that time. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And you mention your father went to college after getting out of the military. What happened after that? 

MR. NALL:
He – right out of the military he got a – he went to college, the George Peabody College in Nashville on the GI Bill. And he got a master’s degree in education and got the job at a middle school in Blytheville, Arkansas. And a person that taught with him in Blytheville was a fellow named Ira Green. In Oak Ridge, people know Ira Green as he won two basketball state championships in ’61 and ’63. He was a coach. He took over when Ben Martin got sick in 1961. And he won a number of games, took a lot of teams to the regional or to the state tournament, was pretty much a legend in Oak Ridge for elevating Oak Ridge basketball to a state championship caliber. And later ironically, Ira Green moved to Arkansas and coached at Conway, Arkansas, and had such a winning record there that he was inducted to the Arkansas High School Hall of Fame. And he was mayor of his town. And there were a number of other things that he did when he moved back to Arkansas. So he was a well-known person. But Ira left – it was kind of interesting because Ira Green went to the University of Tennessee because he wanted to get a job teaching in Oak Ridge. He had heard so much about the Oak Ridge school system. But he didn’t get the job so he took a job in Blytheville. But then he applied again and got a job. And then on just a whim he dropped – when he moved here, he dropped an application in the mailbox to my dad. And my dad filled it out. And Dad was accepted and he came to Oak Ridge High and taught school at Oak Ridge High School for a number of years. Both our families talked about it. If Ira Green had not dropped that application in the mailbox, I’d probably still be living in Blytheville, Arkansas. So my dad taught at the high school for a number of years. He taught core and International Relations. And then he left and took a job as principal of Pine Valley Elementary. And then for a couple of years he was principal of Pine Valley and Highland View Elementary at the same time, which was kind of interesting. And then he took a job later at Florida, around Cape Kennedy, where the place was booming with a lot of new schools being built and he just wanted to relocate. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Tell me a little bit about your school history before coming to Oak Ridge. 

MR. NALL:
My school history – I went to Central Elementary School in Blytheville just for first, second, and third grade. And then the summer of ’53, when we moved here, I went – I came here first year went to Woodland in fourth grade and then fifth grade to Glenwood, which is on the east end of town. And then Jefferson Junior High for actually four years because you’ll remember that we were there sixth, seventh, and eighth grade and were the top dogs in eighth grade. And then the next year they moved the ninth grade back out of high school. So we were the big dogs, two years in a row at Jefferson Junior High, and then graduated from Oak Ridge High School. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
When you were attending school in Arkansas, do you recall what type of classes your took or what was the curriculum in school? 

MR. NALL:
It was just very basic learn to read and write, just three – Blytheville, Arkansas, was actually a pretty rural area that got a big air force base there. But it's  just a typical rural, low-income area. And the education was just very basic. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you like school when you started school? 

MR. NALL:
Pretty much so. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So when your family came to Oak Ridge, how did they get here? 

MR. NALL:
I don’t even remember. I think we hired some movers to bring us. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you have a car at that time? 

MR. NALL:
Yeah, we had – I mean I know we drove but I think – in fact, I know that we hired some movers because I remember my dad telling me that when they – before they moved us into our house here in Oak Ridge the movers had to change into clean starched clothes because that was just part of the service of the moving company. They wanted to make a good presentation when they moved you in. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Now, do you remember what the house that you moved and where the address…

MR. NALL:
Well, the first place we moved to was the E2 apartment off Vermont Avenue. And the E2, of course, were the larger of the – there were E1s and E2s in the same complex and we lived in an E2, and then moved to a row house that sat where the Oak Ridge Federal Credit Union, Oak Ridge ORNL Federal Credit Union is now in the old town site area. And that place has been torn down. And then we moved to Andover Circle in the East Village where there was a new housing development going on over there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How many people came in your family when you came to Oak Ridge? 

MR. NALL:
There were four of us, just my mother and dad, and sister and myself. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And how old would that have made you? 

MR. NALL:
I was – I had just turned nine-years-old. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What did you recall about your parents saying about Oak Ridge when they first came? 

MR. NALL:
We didn’t know a lot about it, obviously, because of the secret city name that was associated with it. But we did know that my dad was real excited about being and teaching in Oak Ridge because of the facilities and the students and the academics and not having any discipline problems. I mean it was a dream job for any teacher to teach at Oak Ridge because everything was so new. There weren’t any legacy families here who ran the city. It was all brand new people coming in from all across the world, and great diversity. And there was an energy that I remember my dad talking about that was just – that he just liked it because there was a thirst for knowledge. And you had all these students of parents, a lot of the PhDs out at the plants. And it was just a challenge and a joy for him to work here. And every day he came home charged up and energized about being able to teach and teach to people who wanted to learn. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What grades did he teach? 

MR. NALL:
He taught – I don’t know. He taught International Relations and core. And I never even knew what core was. It's something related to government I think. But he – I would assume he taught all classes at the high school. I mean sophomores, juniors, and seniors. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Let’s go back to the E2 apartment on Vermont that you lived in. Describe that apartment if you can remember. 

MR. NALL:
The E2s were just – they were, of course, part of the group of houses, the lettered houses that they had going up every couple of hours in the city during the boom building. And basically it just had a downstairs which was just a kitchen and a large, fairly large living room. And upstairs there were two bedrooms and a bathroom. And that was it. it was actually pretty basic. It wasn’t a lot of room but back in those days it was pretty expansive to us because…

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Well, explain the sleeping arrangements between your – in your family. 

MR. NALL:
You know that’s a great question because there were only two bedrooms and there was my sister and me and my parents. Now we just lived in that E2 apartment for a few months before we moved to the row house. I can’t tell you where – it’s strange, but I can’t tell you where my sister and I slept. I would assume we probably slept in the same room. I mean we were just eight and nine-years-old, so. But I can’t answer that. I think it’s interesting because my wife has asked me the same questions about growing up. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  
Where did – what rooms did people stay in? 

MR. NALL:
Well, I don’t remember. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What was the other house you’re referring to that you moved to after the apartment? 

MR. NALL:
We moved to – well, we moved temporarily to one of those – to a row house. It was a brick row house that was in the Woodland area. But I mean they were very basic. It’s basically the same layout as the E2 was. There was a downstairs and upstairs. It had a little bit more room but it was just all brick. But we were just there temporarily before we bought – there was that big development going on in the East Village and they built hundreds of houses out there, maybe even a thousand or so. And they were all four or five different floor plans. And we had a house on Andover Circle, which is at the end of Amherst Lane, which is at the top of one of the hills. And it was a pretty good size house; three bedrooms, bath, living room, kitchen, and dining room. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So you had your own room. 

MR. NALL:
I know I had my own room there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Let’s go back to this row house. I believe that’s where Food City is located today. 

MR. NALL:
In the same, yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
They took all those out. 

MR. NALL:
Food City; that was the same type houses was where Food City was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What kind – do you remember what kind of clothes you wore when you went to school when you came to Oak Ridge? 

MR. NALL:
I know it wasn’t jeans. I know we still had to kind of semi-dress up going to school. All the girls wore dresses and the boys wore – didn’t wear dress pants but wore – well, I guess they were kind of dress pants, khakis, wore that and of course slip on shoes and socks and a nice button up shirt. That’s about what – that’s about the dress code that everybody adhered to. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What grade was it that you attended at Woodland when you came…

MR. NALL:
I was fourth grade at Woodland. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And what did you notice different about fourth grade in Woodland than the other grade you attended in Arkansas? 

MR. NALL:
Just the energy, the same thing my dad had experienced at the high school, the energy. And there was a significant jump in the academic side. I was – I learned to do long division in fourth grade and I didn’t even know my multiplication tables when I got here from third grade in Blytheville. So it was actually a pretty good challenge just to get caught up academically with all the kids in the class. And it was the first time that I had ever run into students that were brilliant. You know, too, that there were some kids that were scary smart that we had in classes. But it was a different discipline too. Everybody behaved themselves. I mean you had a few wildcards but not much. And there was the same camaraderie among the students that there was among the adults in the town. I mean they just all shared common likes and dislikes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you recall who your teacher was in fourth? 

MR. NALL:
I had a teacher named Miss Harris. I don’t know her first name but I remember her very well. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you recall what kind of playground activities you had in Oak Ridge or did you have those same activities in Arkansas? 

MR. NALL:
In Arkansas at recess we just – we played ball and just ran around. At Woodland the big thing, huge thing, was marbles. Everybody played marbles. The boys would come to school with their pockets fully of marbles and every once in a while somebody would get a steely, a steel marble. It was also kind of a badge to have, what they called, a chipper or something like that where you had a – where your marble had chips on it. That was supposedly better than a regular marble. But the guys that had the steely would clean people out. And I never was any good at it but I had a good time playing. But that was the big thing at recess was just playing marbles. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you recall how the game was played? 

MR. NALL:
There was just a circle with the balls, I mean the marbles in the middle, and from outside the circle you would, with your thumb, you would shoot your marble. And if any – if you could knock a marble out of the center than that was your marble, so. And if you got that one then you got to shoot again while you were even in the circle. So if you knocked a marble out when you first got in there you were in good shape because you could clean up. And those guys with the prize marbles, they were – they would go home every day with a whole lot more marbles than they came to school with. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What was your next, when you went to the fifth grade, do you recall your teacher then? 

MR. NALL:
Well, in fifth grade I had a lady name Ms. Burris, Lillian Burris I think. Her husband worked out at Personnel at one of the plants. I think the K-25 plant. And we had a split fifth and fourth grade that I was in. I was one of about ten fifth graders and there were about twenty fourth graders. And Mr. Spray was the principal. And I can’t remember his first name but he was a well-known educator in Oak Ridge. He was principal of the middle school or the junior high school, and two or three other schools. But she – but I was in her class and again it was the same kind of – even though we were at Glenwood it was still the same kind of activities that we had done at Woodland. The big difference was in fifth grade you could start working in the cafeteria during lunch. I mean so everybody wanted to work in the cafeteria because what you would do is you would do, when the kids brought their empty plates, you would clean the plates and run them through the dishwasher and sort the silverware. And you’d work your tail off there in the cafeteria and then you’d get your lunch free. But the big thing was you would also get a free dessert. So every boy and it was just open for boys. I never knew of a girl that did that. I don’t know if they tried to get in and they wouldn’t let them or what but it was a boy thing. And that was every boy in school wanted to work it the cafeteria so they could get that free dessert. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Also you got out of class a little. 

MR. NALL:
Yeah, that was another thing; you got out of class a little bit. That and being on safety patrol were big things because they did get you out of class a little bit. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Tell me about safety patrol; what was that? 

MR. NALL:
Safety patrol was when they appointed your better students. I don’t know what the criteria was. But safety patrol you would wear a white safety patrol belt that had a belt on it and a white strap that came across your shoulder. And you were responsible for actually doing traffic control out on the roads, the main roads. And you would hold up your hand and stop cars and then let kids cross the crosswalk. Of course, you wouldn’t hear about that today. Nobody would let a fifth grade boy do that. But that’s what they would do and they would also keep a line straight when you were going outside the building. But that was about the extent of it. They didn’t break up any fights or anything. It was just mostly traffic control.

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Were you a safety patrol? 

MR. NALL:
For a little while but you couldn’t do the safety patrol and work in the cafeteria. I mean they wanted to kind of share the work. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What was the junior high school you attended? 

MR. NALL:
I went to Jefferson Junior High. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where was it located? 

MR. NALL:
Jefferson was in the original, old Oak Ridge High School original building in Jackson Square area of Oak Ridge where Big Ed’s Pizza is now. And of course, there was the Ridge Theater and the Center Theater there. It was the center of the town originally in Oak Ridge. And it’s more kind of on the east side. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How did you get back and forth to school? 

MR. NALL:
Interestingly enough, we rode city buses. Oak Ridge had a city bus system. And the city, and I assume the schools leased the buses for the morning and the afternoon trips back and forth to school. But we would walk down to a bus stop and just catch a city bus, and go to school. And then they would line up at – this is when I was Jefferson. They would line up at the old terminal building down at the – because Jackson Square used to have a bus terminal building or a long covered shed. And we would just get on the bus and go home. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You mentioned bus stop. Was there a designated sign or something to indicate that it was the bus stop? 

MR. NALL:
Yeah, I assume there was. I don’t remember exactly. I do know that the buses did not go by – like city – like school buses do now and stop at every house and pick people up. There was – there were only a few stops and you had to – it was up to the student and their parents to get them to that stop where they picked up everybody. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Now, how did you know - obviously, when the bus came in the morning you knew that was the bus for you to get on. How did you know what bus to get on in the afternoon? 

MR. NALL:
I don’t remember exactly but I probably just followed the crowd. There was probably a bus number. I don’t remember exactly what it was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember the marquis above the windshield on the bus? 

MR. NALL:
Yeah, and I don’t know if it even applied then. It might have had. It might have said East Village. I don’t know. I can’t remember. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you have to pay or did you have bus tickets or…
MR. NALL:
I don’t remember that either. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
But you had to walk from the school down the hill to – on Tennessee there…

MR. NALL:
That’s correct. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
…to the bus shed. 

MR. NALL:
Yeah.
MR. HUNNICUTT: 
That’s where the buses unloaded in the morning as well. 

MR. NALL:
Yes. Yeah, they didn’t take you up on top of the hill. You had to walk up those long steps to the…

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What do you remember the most different thing about when you attended Jefferson than elementary school? 

MR. NALL:
Well, the big thing was changing classes. Starting in sixth grade we had to learn a schedule. And that was unheard of and it took a little while to get used to it but we would – we’d have a homeroom teacher. I mean just like the kids do now. We had a homeroom teacher and then you would go to different classes for Math and English and History, Art, Shop, but you just had a schedule that you just went by. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember some of the classes that you took?

MR. NALL:
Oddly enough I did the basic Shop and Art, and I don’t even know if those were required. And they might have been but I remember taking them. But strangely enough and I’ve told this to a number of people, I took, and I don’t know why, but I took typing. And I was the only boy in the class with all these girls who were going to be secretaries typing. And of course, they could type a lot better than I could. But I tell people of all the courses I took in school, high school, junior high school, elementary school, the one that best suited me for my profession was typing because I’ve done computer work my entire life. I’ve done programming, word processing. I mean my whole – every job I’ve ever had has dealt with having them use a keyboard. And knowing a keyboard has just – that base knowledge just helped me tremendously. It helped my career tremendously. And I didn’t know it at the time obviously when I took the typing class but it was very important. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember some of your teachers at Jefferson? 

MR. NALL:
I remember I had a sixth grader teacher named John Stanley. It’s the first male teacher I had ever had. And we had intramural teams that we played on Blankenship Field where the high school plays football. And we had intramural teams and we were the Stanley Steamers. I remember that. but we also had – I remember I had Frank Dew who was a long time Oak Ridge teacher and Frank Ingle who was – people in Oak Ridge, everybody knew Frank because he was just well known, a community man, good teacher, and I remember him. And again, Mr. Spray had moved up from an elementary school principal to the middle school principal. So I knew him. And of course, Alice Lyman,  the band teacher that I had never took band but everybody knew Alice because she wrote the Jefferson Junior High School Fight Song that they still use today. And she’s – I mean obviously anybody in this group at Oak Ridge knows Alice and her legendary reputation and just everything about her. I remember. So those were the teachers that pretty much stood out. I had Miss Mars for English. Those are the main ones. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How about your gym teacher? Do you remember who he was? 

MR. NALL:
Oh yeah. Well…

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How about Nick…
MR. NALL:
Yeah, Nick Orlando, yeah. I mean how could anybody forget Nick? I mean what a fabulous role model he was. I mean there’s not anybody who ever says anything bad about Nick. And he was as non-Oak Ridge – to non-Oak Ridgers, Nick was a – he was just a little short guy. Eventually, he owned a gas station, but he was a gym teacher and knew everybody and was a pretty decent coach. But he would do things. He would paddle people and do stuff that you couldn’t get away with now. But I mean he wasn’t abusive by any means. I mean he was a fair person and he had your attention. And I feel lucky and honored to have had somebody like that in my life. And the other thing you got to remember about Nick Orlando even though I had a sixth grade male teacher, Nick Orlando for most students was the first  male that they had ever had outside their father as an authority figure that they – they had had women teachers all through their career. And they run into Nick Orlando and at that time that’s why it was so important for him to be a good role model because being the only authority figure outside of your dad that person you meet needs to be pretty fair and responsible. And that’s the way Nick was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you participate in sports in junior high?

MR. NALL:
I tried to but I went out for the football team but I was too little and didn’t make the team. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You mentioned you took Shop. What consists of Shop? 

MR. NALL:
Shop was more of a, I guess, woodworking. We would make various shelves, and I made a shelf to put our telephone on at home. And so you learn what a table saw was and what a miter is, how to use a screw driver, and then we did some plastic work too where we melted plastic and molded plastic into ashtrays and things and did a little metal working where we made trays where we just pried up the edges of the piece of metal. But we did learn the very basics on carpentry and things that required a use of your hands. So that was a good experience too. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
If I remember right, when you took gym you were required to wear a certain style of clothing. Do you remember that?
MR. NALL:
Yeah, I think it was white shorts and a white T-shirt. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And also I think we had to take showers too. 

MR. NALL:
Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How did you feel about that when you first started that? 
MR. NALL:
There was never any – I’ve been asked that question before and I guess a lot of people have. It was just something you did. I mean there was no self-consciousness or anything. I mean it was just – people just went in and took a shower and got dressed. The only thing you had to worry about in the shower room was somebody coming up behind you and popping you with a towel. And I mean everybody – I mean that was part of the ritual of taking the shower was getting blindsided by somebody snapping a towel on your bottom. But there were no inhibitions of any kind. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
By the time you were in junior high thinking back about it you seem to indicate that you might have been a little bit behind when you first came to the Oak Ridge school system. By the time you got in junior high do you feel like you had advanced up to the point where you needed to be or beyond that point? 

MR. NALL:
I think I had caught up and I was with the general flow of the students. I didn’t feel deficient and I didn’t feel insecure in any way. But even then it’s hard not to be envious of some of the students that we mentioned earlier who were brilliant because they – it might be the son or daughter of a PhD who worked out of the plants. One time Oak Ridge had more PhDs per capita than any place in the world. But I think that was good also because you learned that there are always people even though you might know what you’re doing. There are always people that know more than you do. I mean that’s a good humbling lesson that we all need to learn because you’re always going to run into somebody who’s better at what they do than you do. And that makes you work harder to achieve more. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So do you recall how each student mingled and got along with each other even though some were smarter than others?

MR. NALL:
Surprisingly, there was not any that I can remember any kind of system. There was very little of – I mean there was always your basic peer pressure that there is in junior high school. I mean that’s always been there. But there was not any group that made another group feel inferior. Everybody just kind of did their own thing, and nobody kind of messed with the other groups. But there was definitely grouping of people’s with different abilities and different wants and needs and interests. But it was not detrimental to education and it didn’t make you not want to go to school because you were afraid or embarrassed because somebody said something about you. So it was pretty – I can’t think of the word, but it was – there wasn’t anything detrimental to it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You mentioned the ninth grade was moved back to the high school, to Jefferson, which made you attend sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth. Do you recall whether you changed your dress appearance when you went to junior high versus elementary school? 

MR. NALL:
No, the same thing, wore the same type of clothes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Girls as well. 

MR. NALL:
Yes, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So after leaving Jefferson you went to the Oak Ridge High School and what did you see different about attending the high school from Jefferson? 

MR. NALL:
I think the biggest thing was that there were couples in high school. You had boyfriends and girlfriends. You didn’t have very much of that in junior high. If you had a girlfriend or boyfriend it just lasted a week. But there was that and the other huge thing was smoking was allowed at the high school and we couldn’t smoke in the building. But during breaks at every exit they had ashtrays and students would go out and smoke. And the grass, at each of those exits – well, there was no grass; it was just bare ground because people, the kids had worn it down because they would smoke cigarettes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
But smoking in those days is kind of prohibited by your parents, wasn’t it? 

MR. NALL:
Well, parents smoked too. I mean I guess – I don’t know how many students smoked at school but couldn’t smoke at home. I never did smoke so I don’t know but that’s a great question. I would say the vast majority smoked at school but hid their cigarettes – left their cigarettes at school. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
During the summer did you have any summer jobs? 

MR. NALL:
I had every summer job that’s available in Oak Ridge. When I was in high school early on, I mowed grass and had paper routes. And I had the Oak Ridger which is the local Oak Ridge newspaper. I had an Oak Ridger paper route when I was in junior high first. And it was an easy route to have because every Oak Ridger route had a hundred percent, almost a hundred percent, participation. Everybody took the Oak Ridger so you didn’t have to find out, you didn’t have to remember who didn’t take it because you just had to deliver to every house. I did that and I was an usher at the theaters, the Ridge Theater, which is in Jackson Square and the Grove Theater, which is Grove Center near the swimming pool. So I worked there as an usher. Worked at the YMCA day camp at Key Springs in summers, which is Key Springs is on the backside of Oak Ridge down Key Springs Road. So we worked at the day camp there. Probably the best job I had in high school was delivering cigarettes. There was a guy and his wife and they – I just remember his last name. His last name was Snasdale, and he had a cigarette place under the shoe shop in Jackson Square. And we would – there’s a guy named Norman Davis who eventually took over the Snasdale’s and formed his own vending company and did real well. But Norman and I would put the state stamp on the bottom of cigarette cartons and then we had a truck and we would deliver those cigarettes to virtually every store in Oak Ridge. And we would – I can remember driving a truck around Oak Ridge loaded with cigarettes and I’d deliver to them Anderson’s Hilltop Market, which is at the top of Illinois Avenue, or East Village Market, all these different markets, and even some larger stores like a Piggly-Wiggly. We would deliver cigarettes to them over in Scarboro Community. And delivering those cigarettes I can remember I’m driving this truck around with three or four thousand dollars in cash. There are a lot of these companies, a lot of these stores like Anderson’s Hilltop they just paid me in cash. And I had all this cash in this truck. I had to deliver them to gas stations too. And there were times that I would even get out of the truck without even locking the door because it was a pain to close the door in the truck and lock it. But if I could kind of keep up with where I was delivering the cigarettes I could look back at the truck. I didn’t really worry about it too much. But that’s how safe it was in Oak Ridge. I mean anybody that grew up in Oak Ridge, there was very little crime. And you just felt very secure. And I never at one time felt intimidated or scared carrying those cigarettes and cash around in a truck by myself at night. But that was a great job because I got to meet a lot of people and got to learn how to deal with money. And so then eventually became a lifeguard at the swimming pool. So I ran the whole gauntlet of about every job that you could have in Oak Ridge. I have done them. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You mentioned you put the stamp on the cigarette cartons. Tell me a little bit about what you remember about that. 

MR. NALL:
Well, we would buy the cartons of cigarettes and they would be brought in and they had been sent from the manufacturer, most of them in North Carolina, like Pall Mall and there was a Winston cigarette and Camels. And we would get a big truck would bring in those boxes of cigarettes. And we had a stamping machine that Norman Davis would stand at one end and I’d stand at the other or vice versa, and we would take those cigarettes out of the box, the cartons, and put the carton in a tray. And that machine would shoot that carton down, open it up, and put a stamp on all ten-cigarette packets in that. It was a state stamp that we would buy a stamp to do a thousand boxes or something. And then so the state stamp was put on the back, and then the machine would put a strip of glue, and then they’d come out the other end, and the person at the other end would just take that box that had just been stamped and re-glued and put it into another box. And we would – and Norman and I would run those – I mean sometimes Saturday we’d spend all day running just boxes, carton after carton through that machine. And we got to be real good at that. And every once in a while, some weird things would happen. And one time – I mean it wasn’t unusual at times that that machine was pretty powerful and fast. And if something got jammed we’ve had five or six cartons of cigarettes jammed up into a spot about six inches long. So we kind of ruined some cigarettes. But that was just part of it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You mentioned you were an usher at a couple of the movie indoor theaters. What was your job duty as an usher besides ushering people in and out I guess? 

MR. NALL:
You know, we didn’t ever do anything. We would – we stood at the top of the aisles with our flashlights and if somebody started talking or being obnoxious it was our job to go down and flip the flashlight on them and tell them to be quiet. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You were the theater police. 

MR. NALL:
Yeah, I guess that’s a better way to put it; theater police. And we also would do things like we had to change the marquis when the movies changed. And my favorite story was I was working at the Ridge and it was during the week and Sunrise at Campobello was coming on. And that’s a story of FDR at his Campobello home in Maine, which is actually a pretty boring movie. But the Ridge didn’t have the best movies. The younger people got to go see John Wayne at the Grove but we would have Sunrise at Campobello. So I go up there, get the ladder out, go up, and change the marquis and Sunrise at Campobello. And I put the ladder up and then the manager when she came back from the bank she looked up at the marquis and she said, Earl, she said, “You’ve misspelled Campobello.” And I went out and looked and sure enough I had misspelled Campobello. So I got the ladder out, went back up. I mean we had to carry the ladder from the bottom of the theater up to the beginning – I mean up – I mean it was a long walk and a big tall ladder. And I fixed it and put the ladder back up. And she walked out and looked at it. She said, “You still got it misspelled.” Campobello is not an easy word to spell. And I had to do it – I had to change the marquis twice before I got it right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember her name? 

MR. NALL:
It was Irma Moles and her son worked at the Oak Ridge Y-12 plant, I’m not sure, the Fabrication Division I think; Bill Moles. That was her son. And he – and I just saw that he just passed away a week or so ago. But it was his mom who was the manager. Now the manager of the Grove – I can’t remember her name, but she actually managed both theaters, but she specifically was in charge of the Grove. But Miss Moles did the…

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Was Miss Moles a little short lady that wore glasses?
MR. NALL:
Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And drove a Corvair, I believe. 

MR. NALL:
Yes

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
White.
MR. NALL:
It could have been. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Pretty strict in her authority. 

MR. NALL:
Yeah, yeah, she was. She was – I mean she was a fair lady. She always tried to do things right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And she wanted you to do your job. 

MR. NALL:
Oh absolutely! She wanted us – the one time on the weekends where she would take an hour off to go home for supper, and while she was gone we had done something. I don’t remember. We had let the heat buildup in the theater. And I don’t remember why but we knew it was about three degrees too hot and knew the very first thing she did when came in from supper was to check the thermostat. I mean that was just part of her mode of operation. So – and we were scared to death that she’s going to find out that we neglected to turn the thermostat down and it was too hot by about three or four degrees. So right before she came in, we got a Coke, a cold Coca-Cola and put it on the thermostat so the thermostat would drop. So by the time she looked at it said seventy-two degrees and she turned around and walked off. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How did you get back and forth to the theaters when you worked? 

MR. NALL:
I had the old classic motor scooter. I wasn’t like yourself and the guys that I was envious of that had the JBs and the motor scooters that could go up hills and change gears. But Cushman’s had the small wheels on the front and back. And the one I had didn’t even have a gearbox in it. It was a centrifugal clutch. So you had to get a running start to go up into the hills in Oak Ridge. But that was my mode of transportation. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And where were you living during this time? 

MR. NALL:
At that time we had moved when I was starting in junior high school we had moved up to – I forget the name of it. It’s right off – it was off East Drive in Everest Circle. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember the house number? 

MR. NALL:
I can’t believe I can’t remember this. I don’t remember but it was on a little short lane – it was a short lane right off of East Drive. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Now was this a new built type house or…
MR. NALL:
No, this was one of the D houses. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
D house…

MR. NALL:
Yeah, which was a bigger house made with the same material that the E houses were made with. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Cemesto. 

MR. NALL:
Yeah, cemesto, but the D house had, again, it had three bedrooms, two baths, a large living room, a deck, kitchen, laundry room, and dining room. And we had about a half basement in this one. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you ever go with your mother grocery shopping when you were growing up?

MR. NALL:
Occasionally we would go. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you recall where she did most of her shopping? 

MR. NALL:
My mother, like most people, did most all of her shopping at the A&P which was down  in, by that time, the Downtown area was where the current old Downtown building is next to the theaters in the middle of town. But there was an A&P store that was at the end of the shopping mall there. And it was always packed. But we wouldn’t go with her a lot. But the big thing, of course, back then my mother was like a lot of people just watching money real closely. And this was when A&P had started their green stamps thing. You know you get so many green stamps and then after you get two or three book full you get a prize of some kind. It was…

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Like merchandise of some sort…
MR. NALL:
Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did your family take vacations or what did your family do for fun during those years? 

MR. NALL:
We did a lot of camping. We had a tent. One summer went out west, camped all the way out west. But we would go up to Norris Damn or Big Ridge and camp there, went to the Outer Banks of North Carolina. So we did a lot of traveling like that. Mostly though we would go back to Middle Tennessee, where my mother and dad both grew up. And my granddad had a big farm there and that was – I enjoyed going there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did the family have a telephone? 

MR. NALL:
Yes, just a basic. And originally we – until we moved off Andover Circle we were on a party line, which a lot of people had party lines where you would – a number of people shared one line and if somebody talked a lot you could listen to them but you could also get mad at them for tieing up the line. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How did you know when to answer the phone? 

MR. NALL:
I don’t remember that. That’s a good question. I don’t know if we had our own ring. Do you remember? 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You had your own ring. 

MR. NALL:
Okay. I don’t remember that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Tell me what Christmas was like when you were in Oak Ridge. 

MR. NALL:
Well, the home side of Christmas was always the same. We would open presents Christmas morning. But we were real active in – we went to Kern Methodist Church in the east end of town. And we would always go to the – Kern always had a lot of youth activities. There was a lot of youth Christmas activities we’d go to. And of course, the big thing in Oak Ridge was the Christmas parade that seemed to go on forever. But everybody just lined the streets. It was quite an event back in the ‘50s. I mean people would talk about who had the best float and I mean it was a real competitive thing. But everybody got in the Christmas parade. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember a door-to-door salesman in those days selling the various items? 

MR. NALL:
I don’t remember much. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What about home milk delivery? Do you remember that? 

MR. NALL:
We had – we did not have home milk delivery that I can remember. I remember there was the – I remember it was offered because the milk truck would come around our East Village house. So there were obviously a lot of people who still had home delivery. And of course, there were the summer trucks that came by, the ice cream trucks. Don Bordinger had his fleet of pickup trucks that carried ice cream and popsicles and would drive – he’d have his football players go around city selling things out of a cooler in the back of those pickup trucks. And that was always a big thing. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Back to the Christmas time, did your father go out and cut a Christmas tree and bring it in or do you recall the family buying Christmas trees? 

MR. NALL:
We would buy a Christmas tree. We didn’t go out and cut one. I know there’s some that did but of course we would get a fresh cut tree but we’d buy them, I guess, I think the Lion’s Club or there was a number of clubs that sold them, or the churches. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
The Jaycees had them…
MR. NALL:
The Jaycees, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
…in Jackson square. 

MR. NALL:
Okay. And then we probably got it from there too. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So when you graduated from high school where did you go to further your education? 

MR. NALL:
I got out of school and I went to…

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What year was that? 

MR. NALL: 
In the spring of ’62, I went to – and I started immediately at Lincoln Memorial University up in Harrogate, Tennessee, which is right near Cumberland Gap. At that time there was not any middle or junior colleges or community colleges. I mean you either went to Lincoln Memorial or East Tennessee State or UT. That was about – those were about the only three colleges around that people went to unless you went out of state to Vanderbilt or I mean to another state college. But I went up there and surprisingly it turned out to be a great choice because my math professor actually got me on the career that went in. He was – it was a guy named Herman Matthews. And Matthews was the – he was a guy that taught at Lincoln Memorial and he owned some property there in Middlesboro, Kentucky. And he was sought after by Vanderbilt and a lot of prestigious schools to come teach math there but he didn’t want to leave the rural area. He liked the rural area. But he got into rating intramural football teams and basketball teams. And I got really interested in learning about computer rankings. And he also was the initial contributor to the BCS, the Bowl Championship Series. He had one of the computer formulas that was used at the BCS. So that influence is what carried me on to my career in statistics and math. And then with – anyway, my chosen profession. So he’s the one that got me into all that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So what were some of the classes you took when you went to Lincoln Memorial? 

MR. NALL: 
Well, it was mostly just a liberal arts school. It’s changed a lot lately now. They’ve gotten into other areas. But it was just your basic liberal arts. The vast majority of the people that went there, or the students that went there, were going to be teachers. They also had a pre-engineering program that you could go there for a couple years and get some basic coursework and then transfer to UT. But I just – after my freshman year, and I had met Herman Matthews then I knew that math is what I wanted to – that’s what I wanted to pursue. And it’s been good to me my entire life. But he’s – it was just a great – he was the kind of influence you would want a college professor to be on somebody. He got me interested in something and it just – something stuck with me forever. But basically you just take the – the first two years was just basic courses and literature, history, had to take PE, basic math, basic chemistry, just basic curriculum. Then after a couple years then you would choose your major, and then concentrate on that, which is pretty classic. In my last two years I spent almost all my time in math classes and physics classes and actually ended up minoring in history, so. But that’s about totally what my class load was the last two years I was there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And what year did you graduate? 

MR. NALL: 
In fall of – or spring of ’66. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And then where did you go from there? 

MR. NALL: 
I left there and I actually had a job at IBM in Huntsville, Alabama. And there were some things, anyway, some personal things going on, and I ended up taking a job, actually teaching school Brevard County, Florida, which is where the Cape is and that’s where my parents were. And it was kind of interesting because I was – I went to a junior high down there two weeks before school started and asked if they needed a teacher. And the guy says, “Well,” the principal said, “Well, do you have – are you certified in education.” I said, “No, I’ve never had an education class.” He said, “You realize it’s two weeks before school starts and you’re not certified and never had an education class. And we’ve already got our teachers for this year.”  I said, “Okay.” He said, “But by the way what is your major?” And I said, “I’ve got a math major.” And he stops and he comes across his desk at me and he says, “Would you like to be head of the math department?” Well, I found out why because it was – since it was at Cape Kennedy and the space program was booming they could not get a math teacher in that area of the state because every math teacher, anybody that knew how to add was being recruited and got a job at Cape Kennedy. It was Cape Canaveral at the time but Cape Kennedy making three times what they were making teaching. So I taught school for a year and a half there and then came up to Oak Ridge to work. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Well, let’s back up a minute and let me ask you a few questions. Did you date in high school? 

MR. NALL: 
Yeah, I had a couple of girlfriends, not anything major. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Well, where’d you meet your future wife? 

MR. NALL: 
When I was working out at the plants in Oak Ridge. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
This was later after you came back from Florida. 

MR. NALL: 
Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Okay. Well, let me ask you a few things that are kind of interesting to Oak Ridge icons. Do you remember the Snow White Drive-In?

MR. NALL: 
Oh, absolutely. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What do you remember about it?

MR. NALL: 
Well, I think probably the same thing most people remember, it was the Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs on the front of it. And they were – if you went in there at 6:00 in the morning it would be full. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where was it located? 

MR. NALL: 
It was located in Jackson Square, not far – on the Turnpike. It's  right across the street from where the McDonald’s is now or basically right across the street from where the McDonald’s is now on the Turnpike right in front of what used to be the Castle on the Hill in the AEC buildings. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
That’s the last place it was located. It had moved from where the hospital is now down the street from its origin. 

MR. NALL: 
Okay, I didn’t know that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You’re coming back. That’s where you would remember it. 

MR. NALL: 
Yeah I didn’t remember the other place, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So after you came back from Florida and you came to Oak Ridge, why did you come from Florida back to Oak Ridge? 

MR. NALL: 
I got a job at Y-12. I knew some people that worked at Y-12, and I wanted to come back to Oak Ridge. I mean I liked Oak Ridge. And I applied for a job and got an interview and got hired and came to work in January of ’68, and went to work at the – in the statistical department at Y-12 because, again, it was my math. And I’d been going to UT to get a master’s in statistics. And so they needed statisticians at Y-12. So I got a job out there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Now your family had left Oak Ridge and moved to Florida. 

MR. NALL: 
Yeah. My parents…

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
When did they do that? 

MR. NALL: 
They left probably 1964, maybe 1965. My senior year in college, I remember they were in Florida. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did your sister move with them? 

MR. NALL: 
No, my sister had gotten married probably in 1964, and she and her husband – her husband was going to Auburn University and they were living down in Auburn. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Now which sister was this? 

MR. NALL: 
It’s the only sister I have. It was Marsha. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Oh, I’m sorry. I thought you had two. And who did she marry? 

MR. NALL: 
She married a guy from Andalusia, Alabama, named Joe Hicks. And Joe, they’ve been married all these years and they had two kids, two children. And Joe was a – I think he was a chemical engineer and they lived for years in New Orleans. He was – he worked at one of the chemical plants down there. 


MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So you’re living in Oak Ridge; where are you living when you came back and worked at Y-12? 

MR. NALL: 
Back in row houses. Those are the North Purdue Apartments that are all still here back behind…

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
The Brick Apartments…
MR. NALL: 
The Brick Apartments, yeah…

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
In the Woodland area. 

MR. NALL: 
….in the Woodland area. And I lived there when I first came here. And then eventually moved to Knoxville for a few months and then moved back to Tacoma Road back into an E2 apartment on Tacoma, which is over there near Kern Church in the eastern part of town. And then from there bought a house in Woodland. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Now you met your wife here in Oak Ridge. 

MR. NALL: 
Uh-huh.
MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And what’s her name? 

MR. NALL: 
Joyce. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What was her maiden name? 

MR. NALL: 
Reagan.
MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And…
MR. NALL: 
She’s from Kingston. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
From Kingston – so how long did you all date before you were married and where were you married? 

MR. NALL: 
We got married at her house in East Roane County. I think we got married in ’79, I believe. And then we moved – after we got married we moved to Roane County and lived a couple of different places in Roane County, which borders on Anderson County. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you have children?
MR. NALL: 
Got one daughter…

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What’s her name? 

MR. NALL: 
Her name is Sara. And Sara is – she went to Tennessee Tech and got her degree in education. And she taught school for five years. And now she has decided she wanted to try something different. And she’s now working at a small engineering firm in Knoxville. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you think your father being a schoolteacher had some influence on your daughter being a schoolteacher? 

MR. NALL: 
I’m not sure if it was so much my dad. I mean there’s been education in our family forever because I was always real active in her school helping with technology and then I served on the Roane County School Board for twelve years. And I’ve always been interested in working with schools in different capacities. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Looking back how would you rate the Oak Ridge school system on a scale of one to ten? 

MR. NALL: 
Oh, I’d give it a ten. I mean it's  just – and I don’t know what it's like now but I know – Oak Ridge schools was just far and beyond any other school system that I had come across. And it was the caliber of the teachers but it was also the caliber of the students. I mean they were just all thirsty for knowledge. it was just a fabulous environment to grow up here. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What kind of activities do you have outside your home? Do you belong to clubs or are you involved in other activities other than work related. 

MR. NALL: 
Actually not a lot. I work at – right now I work part time at TSSAA which is Tennessee Secondary School of Athletic Association. And it is – it's  truly just - for myself it is just – it's  one of these jobs I have to force myself not to work because working with that we govern high school sports in the state of Tennessee. And working with that – working with them I get to do my statistics. I get to do – I’m involved in education because I can contact all the schools in the state and talk to different people on various subjects. I get to do computer programming and design of computer stuff because that’s what I’ve done all my life. And I get to do sports. I mean every aspect of that job, every component of it is things that I like. So it’s pretty much fully encompasses everything that I do. But it’s - I’m just very fortunate to have a job like that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Now this organization, tell me a little bit more about – they make the rules. What actually other than what you’ve described? Do they do anymore? 

MR. NALL: 
Well, Tennessee Secondary School Athletic Association is one of fifty-one state associations in the nation. Each state has a governing body that governs high school athletics. And our job is only to enforce the rules of the association. We’re not a media outlet. We don’t do score keeping and statistics and stuff but we just enforce the rules and make sure that the schools abide by the bylaws, that they don’t recruit students and they don’t fight on the field. And we provide officials. And we put on all the state tournaments for nineteen different sports in the state. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Does this organization change the rules…?
MR. NALL: 
Actually the schools make the rules. The schools, each year there’s three meetings across the state where schools submit changes they would like to see. And then if they are successfully submitted and voted on by the membership then those schools – that rule goes into the bylaws, and we enforce those bylaws. But we ourselves don’t sit and tell here are the rules. We’re just enforcing what the schools tell us to enforce. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What about the school regions and all of that? How’s that set up? Because Oak Ridge is now changing from one category to another. Tell me a little bit about all that. 

MR. NALL: 
Well actually that’s one of the things that I do is setup all the classification for the schools. And what we do is we get enrollment from every school in the state that’s a member. And we have three hundred and ninety-six schools in our membership. And we take the enrollments and we know we’re going to have, say, three classes and we just take that enrollment and sort from the smallest to the largest and divide it into thirds. And the top thirds in the higher class and middle class is the next third of schools. And then we set up districts and regions within each class. And we do that basically just on geography. We plot all the points on a map and group schools trying to put a certain number of schools in each district. And we set the districts that way. And once we have the district set then the board of control votes on what districts that we have set. They might make some changes to them. But that’s how the classification is set. And in Oak Ridge’s case, Oak Ridge – ever since day one, has been one of the largest schools in the state. But now their enrollment is dropping and now Oak Ridge is in the second highest classification in the state in football. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You mentioned a vote by a certain board. How do you get on the board or who’s on the board? 

MR. NALL: 
Well, the board – there’s eight districts in the state. And there are eight board members, or maybe there are nine, nine districts. And they are elected by the schools in these meetings, these administrative meetings that I had mentioned earlier. Their term is for a three-year term. And at the end of three years the schools vote on whether they want to retain that board member or if somebody else wants to run for that office. But the requirement is the board member of the – to be a board member you have to be a principal, or assistant principal of a school. But that’s the only criteria. So the schools even vote on the board members. I mean it’s a demographic thing. They’re not appointed by anybody. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Does this organization also look at the fact of travel and expenses? Who kind of looks over that and says, okay, Oak Ridge is not going to go to Memphis to play football or basketball. Years ago, Oak Ridge used to travel a lot to various places….
MR. NALL: 
Right, they get a schedule. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
…to get someone to play. 

MR. NALL: 
See, in football I mean that’s the reason we set the districts geographically is to try to group them to minimize travel. Now, in football you are required to play every team in your district. In no other sports are you required to play everybody in your district. If you don’t want to play somebody you don’t have to play them. But that’s up to the schools. Most everybody plays everybody in their district but it’s not required. But football they have to play everybody and that was put in primarily because the problems that Oak Ridge used to have, they could never get a schedule because nobody wanted to play them. And we have some teams now in the state that if you didn’t have required games for them to play they couldn’t get a schedule. So that’s the reason they have to play everybody. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
If you have a school that violates the bylaws or a bylaw then does this organization issue punishment to the school?
MR. NALL: 
Yes.
MR. HUNNICUTT: 
And how do you go about determining what that might be?
MR. NALL: 
Again, that’s in the bylaws set forth by the schools themselves. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So their own punishments in their bylaws…
MR. NALL: 
Yes. Like a coach ejection. If you’re ejected as a coach, you have to miss the next game. That’s in the bylaws. That’s voted on by the schools. It's  a bylaw set by the schools. There are very few things that our organization does that come from our office. Everything is enforcing the bylaws that have been set by the schools. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So the schools are supposed to self-report themselves when they violate the bylaws. 

MR. NALL: 
Some do and some get reported. And then there’s an investigation. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Is there anything else that we haven’t talked about? Well, first of all, before I ask you that, give me your overall view of how growing up in Oak Ridge was to you. 

MR. NALL: 
It was a very secure time, very memorable time. I remember – and most people were just like me, during the summer I’d leave home in the morning and wouldn’t come home till dark. My mother wouldn’t have any idea where I was. But you didn’t worry about it. And we would travel far and wide playing softball for the summer playgrounds. I’d play at Cedar Hill and we’d go off to play Willow Brook or some of these other schools. And to get there we had to all pile into a car or hitch a ride or walk. And it was just kind of a – the parents weren’t involved at all. But we’d go to these different places and play ball. But it was just a great, safe time. And I can remember you would get out on the streets. I can remember many times coming home from the high school because I played basketball for Ira Green when I was a sophomore and didn’t have any way to get home. And my parents, I don’t know where they were – they didn’t know what time we were getting off but I can remember – and this was not unusual. But you just start walking and you just hitchhiked. You didn’t care who picked you up. And the first car would come by would stop and pick you up. I mean that’s just the way you got around in this town because everybody kind of knew everybody, everybody trusted everybody, and it was just a great place to be. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Let me go back and touch on one thing I didn’t touch on. You mentioned you played basketball for Ira Green, which was a friend of your father who got your family to Oak Ridge to start with. 

MR. NALL: 
Yeah.
MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you have any kind of special treatment out of him when you played basketball for him? 

MR. NALL: 
No, because I was playing the B team ball in ninth grade – I mean in tenth grade – and Ira – Ben Martin, who was the head coach  had been the legendary head coach, first football coach in Oak Ridge and Ben is in the TSSAA hall of fame too for his contributions to track and athletics. Ben got sick and Ira took over the basketball team. And this was in 1961, fall of ’61. And the very first thing Ira Green did was kick three players off the varsity, three starters. And they were – he was hung in effigy in the city because he said, “I don’t want people on this team who don’t follow the rules.” He kicked them off and that year Oak Ridge did not lose another game the rest of the year, and won the state tournament. That’s the kind of impact he had because the team had a losing record when he took over. But anyway, to get back to your question, did I get preferential treatment? No, because me and another guy named Eric Davis, he called us off to the side when Ira got that job. He said, “Guys,” he said, “I can’t coach the B team and the varsity, and I got too many guys on the B team so I’m letting y’all go.” So that’s the kind of preferential treatment I had. I got kicked off the team. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Is there anything that we haven’t talked about you’d like to talk about? 

MR. NALL: 
Gosh! I’ll probably think of something as soon as I leave here. I suspect that probably most of the people you talk to, if they grew up here, have the same type feelings that I have about growing up in Oak Ridge and just what a great time it was. I can’t think – if you think about it there weren’t a lot of activities going on. There weren’t a lot of youth activities at all. We had the summer playgrounds that people went to. But outside of that there was not any organized baseball leagues for youth that I can remember or organized football. I can’t think of hardly anything for girls. I mean you had Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, things like that but there wasn’t all these activities and there definitely wasn’t all these – and parental involvement with the kids, with the children, was not much. But I think that was just a sign of the times. I mean there were people that played on the basketball/football team whose parents wouldn’t even come to the games. And that’s unheard of now. But it just – it wasn’t that they didn’t want to, they just – it just wasn’t done. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
By you living in Kingston outside the city of Oak Ridge how do you see the city progress or be stagnated, what’s your perception of how the city has grown or not grown? 

MR. NALL: 
Well, I think obviously the growth in Knoxville is huge. I think that the fact that the government is not the only game in town. I mean it used to be huge in town everybody wanted to come to work at the plants and they had fifteen thousand people working out there in three plants. And that just changed so much. The workforce has declined and nothing’s come in to take their place basically. I mean a lot of smaller businesses would come and go but there’s not that one huge employer now that they used to have. And I think that’s contributed a lot. Plus people would leave maybe for property tax, cheaper property taxes in other areas. It’s kind of hard to put your finger on it. And another thing that’s hurt Oak Ridge is you’ve got places like an ALCOA where you got ALCOA Aluminum that sits there and pays huge property taxes. And then Tennessee Eastman up in Kingsport pays a lot of property taxes. But here in Oak Ridge you’ve got all this vast amount of government space and very little money is coming in from the government for all that property they have. But what’s sustained Oak Ridge all these years was all these fifteen thousand people that were working out at the plants that took their good salaries and put it into the local economy. But when those people leave then that money leaves, and you’re not getting much from the government land that’s out here. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Well, it’s been my pleasure to interview you today and I think this interview will be a contribution to the future history of Oak Ridge. Some person that might be writing a paper will go to the library and maybe pull up your interview and see how you lived in Oak Ridge. History is an amazing thing. Who would have ever thought those fifty years later I would be sitting here interviewing you about the history of Oak Ridge? So I want to thank you very much for contributing your time for this project. 

MR. NALL: 
Well Don, I mean I’ve enjoyed it. You make it easy to sit here and talk and not be nervous. So you’ve done a good job. And I appreciate the work that you are doing and other people, who are preserving the history of Oak Ridge, and things like this, are a great thing to do. And I’m happy that somebody’s, some group of people, are making that effort to do that. You’re the one that needs to be commended for doing this… 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Well, thank you. 

MR. NALL: 
…and Brad for getting grants and everything, so it's  a team project and I’m proud of y’all. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Well, thanks again. We appreciate it. 

[END OF INTERVIEW]
[Editor’s Note: This transcript has been edited at Mr. Nall’s request. The corresponding audio and video components have remained unchanged.]
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