ORAL HISTORY OF JAMES MCMAHON
Interviewed by Don Hunnicutt
Filmed by BBB Communications, LLC.

April 21, 2016
MR. HUNNICUTT: This interview is for the Center for Oak Ridge Oral History. The date is April 21, 2016. I am Don Hunnicutt, in the studio of BBB Communications, LLC, 170 Randolph Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take James McMahon’s oral history about living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. James, please state your full name, please.
MR. MCMAHON: James Henderson McMahon, the Fifth.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Sorry, I mispronounced your last name.

MR. MCMAHON: (laughs) Irish.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Place of birth, and date, please.

MR. MCMAHON: 10/11/1945 in Nashville, Tennessee.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Your father's name, place of birth, and date.
MR. MCMAHON: James Henderson McMahon, the Fourth. I believe he was born on May, the 30th of 1919, in Columbia, Tennessee.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How about your mother?
MR. MCMAHON: Helen May Massey McMahon, January the 27th of 1922, in Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What is Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee, close to?

MR. MCMAHON: Columbia. It's, Mt. Pleasant's 12 miles south of Columbia, which is 60 miles south of Nashville.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Your grandparents' name, places of birth, and dates, if you recall, on your father's side first.

MR. MCMAHON: James Henderson McMahon, the Third, would have been my grandfather. Do not know his date of birth. He died of a cerebral aneurysm when my father was nine-years-old, so, it must've been, what? 1928 or so. He was a veterinarian in Columbia, Tennessee, and my grandmother McMahon, I do not remember her date of birth, but she lived in Columbia, and then, moved to Nashville. My mother's side would've been Henry Massey, and they had a farm in Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee, and that farm is still in the family. I do not know their, either Henry or Ruby's, dates of birth.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Give me a little bit of your father's school history, that you recall.

MR. MCMAHON: My father navigated B-29 bombers, in World War II.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, what type schooling did he have prior to that?

MR. MCMAHON: His high school education, and then, he was drafted into the Army. Then, he decided to join the Army Air Corps, at that time, and went through the navigation school. Ironically, his foot, his footlocker was on Okinawa, in August of 1945, and he was set to fly bombing missions over Tokyo, over Japan. When the bomb was dropped, it ended the war, and thereby, allowed him to get out of the Air Force, and he ended up not flying missions over Tokyo. He came back out, after his service, on the GI Bill -- as so many did -- and, through his testing in the Air Force, they determined that he would be best-qualified in the health care fields. So he attended pre-pharmacy at the University of Tennessee, at Chattanooga, and then, went on to pharmacy school at the University of Tennessee in Memphis, graduating in June of 1949. In June of 1949, after he graduated from pharmacy school, his first job was at, working for Dudley Hoskins, who owned 13 drug stores in the area at that time, including three in Oak Ridge. He went to work for him, primarily at Service Drug, which is now the location of Big Ed's Pizza. He managed three drug stores for Dudley during that timeframe, from 1949 to 1955. In 1955, the owner of Williams Drug Store, in Jackson Square, the oldest drug store location in Oak Ridge, Williams opened his drug store in 1942, when Jackson Square was first built. Mr. Williams operated the drug store in Jackson Square from 1942 until 1955. In October of 1955, they had just completed the Downtown Shopping Center, and Mr. Williams decided to move his drug store to the Downtown Shopping Center. So, he put his, his place up for sale at the original Williams Drug Store. It was a competitive, sealed-bid process. So, of course, Mr. Hoskins bid on the project, as well as my father. My father won the bid. So, he opened Jackson Square Pharmacy, Incorporated, in October of 1955, which would've been just prior to my tenth birthday. So from 1949 to 1955, my father worked, basically, at Service Drug Store, and also helped manage Elm Grove Drug, I mean, excuse me, Grove Center Drug Store, and Jefferson Drug Store.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Let me go back a minute. Spell your last name, for the record.

MR. MCMAHON: M-C-M-A-H-O-N.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok. We'll continue on that in just a minute. Let me get back to your mother. What about your mother's school history?

MR. MCMAHON: She graduated from Mt. Pleasant High School and, I believe, did a year of business school. She was working -- actually, my father was working as a soda jerk, in a drug store in Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee, while my mother was in high school, and that's where they met.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me what a soda jerk job duties might be.
MR. MCMAHON: Well, (laughs) well, the old, the old soda fountains of the drug stores of a bygone era are making a little bit of a comeback now. But all the drug stores back in the teens, '20s, '30s, '40s, even into the '50s, all of them had soda fountains, and that included Service Drug Store, in Jackson Square. The soda fountain at Service Drug Store, in Jackson Square, was in the location of where they, now, make the pizzas at Big Ed's Pizza. But, they all had soda fountains. So you had your guys working the soda fountain, that made all of the floats, and sundaes, and all of the other food items that were served in the soda fountain. So, my father made floats, and sundaes, and ice cream cones, and all of that. (laughs) That was one of his first jobs. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall where your parents got married?

MR. MCMAHON: They got married, they got married in Mt. Pleasant. I would assume that would've been like ... it was right before the war. It was in 1941. They got married in Mt. Pleasant, in 1941, and he was drafted soon after that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did she still stay in Mt. Pleasant, while he was in the military?

MR. MCMAHON: She did. She was working for one of the mining companies down there, and worked for them, while he was in service, as a secretary.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You mentioned that you were born in Nashville, Tennessee, of what age did you come to Oak Ridge?

MR. MCMAHON: I was born on October, the 11th of 1945, and my father had just gotten out of the service, you know. The war ended in August of 1945. So, he went to the University of Tennessee, at Chattanooga. So, he was in Chattanooga for one year, for pre-pharmacy, and then, he spent three years in Memphis, at pharmacy school, and when he graduated, in 1949, I came here -- as an only child -- then he went to work for Hoskins Drug Store, Service Drug Store, in June of 1949.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what, why did he come to Oak Ridge?
MR. MCMAHON: Well, he ... He had lots of job offers coming out of pharmacy school, and Mr. Hoskins, actually, promised him that he could become a part-owner in the corporation, if he came to work for him, and helped him manage these drug stores. So, he came with an unwritten proposal that he would, eventually, become a part-owner in the Hoskins enterprise. And he accepted that position. That would've been, what? June of 1949.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, the drug store in Clinton is part of that Hoskins chain, is that correct?

MR. MCMAHON: That's, the Hoskins Drug Store, in Clinton, is the original Hoskins Drug Store. That was his very first drug store, and that pharmacy may date back to the 1800s. I'm not sure exactly. That's one of the oldest, may be the oldest existing independent pharmacy in the state of Tennessee.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And it's got a soda fountain, too.

MR. MCMAHON: Still, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Still looks, sort of, like it did in its heyday.

MR. MCMAHON: It has not changed very much at all.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And is that still in the Hoskins family?
MR. MCMAHON: Yes, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you know who owns it now?
MR. MCMAHON: The Hoskins. Dudley Hoskins had two daughters, and they own the operation now. And Dudley, I believe, is the pharmacist.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you know how your father got to Oak Ridge?

MR. MCMAHON: He accepted the offer from Dudley Hoskins ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: No, I mean how did he get here? 

MR. MCMAHON: Oh.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What mode of transportation?
MR. MCMAHON: He, he had an automobile and, I can't recall what our first automobile would've been, but I'm sure it would've been an old clunker.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did your mother come with him, when he came?

MR. MCMAHON: Yes, they drove from Memphis up here, in an automobile of some type, which I'm sure was not a new one. There wasn't much money in those days. My father, my grandfather McMahon, James the Third, died of a cerebral aneurysm right at about the start of the Depression, and my grandmother lost everything she had, in the Depression: the veterinary practice, and the farm that they owned. She had to move in with one of her relatives in Nashville. She sent my father, and his sister, Alice, to a Methodist school, in Cumberland County, Crossville. My father graduated from high school at Cumberland County High School, which was a Methodist high school. The first week he was there, the dorm burned, and he lost everything he had except, literally, the shirt on his back. So, he came from those roots, to where, to where he ended.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you know which, what was their first place of residence, when they came to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCMAHON: They lived in a flattop, in the East Village, and I don't remember that. But he moved as soon as the, there was availability, to 111 Kingsley Road, and that's the first house that I remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what type of house is that?

MR. MCMAHON: That was an old A cemesto house. So, we lived at 111 Kingsley Road during a lot of my childhood. That's where I went to Cedar Hill Elementary School, walked to school from 111 Kingsley. I believe, if I remember correctly, the government started putting the cemesto houses on sale to the citizens, I believe, in 1956. This is interesting. I believe the date was June the 6th, 1956, my father bought 111 Kingsley for, like, $5,000 from the government. I, that house stayed in my family, until I sold it, exactly 56 years later, to the day.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Wow.
MR. MCMAHON: So, we lived at 111 Kingsley, and then, he upgraded to a C house, at 115 Kingsley. We would've moved there, probably, around 1959. I may have been at Jefferson Junior High School, when I started living in 115 Kingsley. That's where I spent the rest of my days (laughs) in Oak Ridge, until I graduated, in 1963.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Let's go back to Service Drug Store. Do your recall what the inside of it looked like? Can you describe it?

MR. MCMAHON: Sure. The fountain, the soda fountain, as you entered the store -- and the, that door at Big Ed's Pizza, is the same door that was at Service Drug Store. So, as you entered Service Drug Store back in the days, the soda fountain would've been on the left, where they make the pizzas now, and the pharmacy would've been all the way to the very back of the building. Those steps going down into the basement are the same as what they were at Service Drug Store, back in the 1940s. That restroom down there (laughs) at Big Ed's Pizza hasn't changed, a whole lot, from what it was at Service Drug Store, but on the right hand side, there was a wall of shelves. Then, the pharmacy would've been in the back, and they had their various sundry items, as well, like any drug store, at that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember, when you went in the front door, on the right, there was a cashier, right there ...

MR. MCMAHON: That's correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and a counter.

MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Mrs. Hunt worked in there, as a cashier, for many years.

MR. MCMAHON: I believe I remember her, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Her son, Johnny Hunt, went to school ...

MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... graduated when I did.
MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, what was the pharmacist's name? Who was, who was he that, when your father left, who took his place?

MR. MCMAHON: Doug Wilson, I believe, became the pharmacist after my father left. I know Doug was there when they closed Service Drug Store, which would've been when Big Ed bought it, which must've been 1971, or somewhere around there. Doug Wilson served as a pharmacist for, for a fair amount of time. Actually, Doug was in pharmacy school, he was two years ahead of me, so Doug would've been the pharmacist, at Service Drug Store, from 1965 until it closed, I guess.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, let's back up to about 1959, or '60, there was a man that, he was tall, and he was kind of white-haired on the side, and bald in the middle. Do you remember who that might've been? I can't recall his name.

MR. MCMAHON: I do not. I know Ed McBrayer may have worked there some. Now, Ed primarily worked at another Hoskins Drug Store at Elm Grove. It may have been Ed McBrayer, but I’m not sure. I do not remember the pharmacists, or know the pharmacists after my father left in 1955, until Doug Wilson came there and that would've been, probably, '64.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And now, there was another, and, maybe, this Doug Wilson might be the one I'm thinking about. No, his first name was Ralph -- I can't remember his last name -- and he used to race go-carts.

MR. MCMAHON: Now, that was Ralph Staten. Ralph Staten worked for my father.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok.
MR. MCMAHON: Yes. Ralph was a character. Still is. Ralph worked for my father while I was in pharmacy school, and, in fact, he left, he left while I was in pharmacy school. But, yes, Ralph raced go-carts. Ralph ended up being a state board inspector for the State Board of Pharmacy, and served in that capacity for years.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So what years would that have been, that Ralph worked for your father?

MR. MCMAHON: Just one year and, I believe, that would've been 196- ... 1964, I believe. '60, no, no, maybe 196-, I guess, 1966.

MR. HUNNICUTT: If I'm not mistaken, he coached girls softball, somewhere, later on for Big Ed's Pizza, when they lived in there, moved in ...

MR. MCMAHON: He may have, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and they won a state championship.
MR. MCMAHON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Let's go back to Service Drug Store, in the old days. Do you remember back, and I guess it would be, let me think a minute, maybe, '60 to '62 era, in that range, there was a lady that worked in there, behind the counter, you know, at the grill, the soda fountain. Do you remember her? She was short, and her first name was Jessie, but I don't recall her last name.

MR. MCMAHON: I do not. Now, you've got to remember (laughs) my father left Dudley Hoskins in 19--, in October of 1955, and opened Jackson Square Pharmacy. So Jackson Square Pharmacy was a competitor to Service Drug Store, until such time as Service closed. After 1955, my life was fully entwined with Jackson Square Pharmacy, and I, kind of, lost track of what was going on at Service Drug Store.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, you was supposed to lose track, wasn't you?

MR. MCMAHON: So, I do, I am not knowledgeable of, I am not knowledgeable of too much of the employees at Service, after 1955.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me what you remember, in 1955, or whatever year it might be, after the, your family opened the pharmacy, of what stores were in that first part of the square right there.

MR. MCMAHON: Well, Samuel's, Samuel's Mens Store, was beside Jackson Square Pharmacy for many, many years, and Hamilton National Bank was beside Samuel's. So, the three businesses on that side of the square were Jackson Square Pharmacy, Samuel's Mens Store, and Hamilton National Bank. Across the street, there was a hardware store, which is where Razzleberry's now is.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the shoe, Hall's Shoe Store, that was right in there?

MR. MCMAHON: Oh, I'm sorry, I'm sorry, Hall's, I'm sorry, Hall's Shoe Shop was beside Samuel's, so, yeah ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then, the Center theater was there, where the Playhouse is.

MR. MCMAHON: The Center Theater was where the Playhouse is, correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, I want to ask you, right beside, Sam, between Samuel's, and the pharmacy, at one time, there was a place called, oh, goodness, a ice cream shop. I'll think of it in a minute. But anyway, that was in the early days, and I don't know whether your father told me, or maybe you did, there was another soda place in there, after that. Do you recall that?

MR. MCMAHON: That was my father's. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok.
MR. MCMAHON: I'm trying to remember the name of the ice cream shop, as well.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It may come to us, here.

MR. MCMAHON: There was an ice cream shop there, and my father, he knew how successful the soda fountain had been at Service Drug Store, so, he decided he needed a soda fountain. So, he opened a soda fountain.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Taft Moody Ice Cream was in there.

MR. MCMAHON: Taft, that's it. Ok. He bought ... He, he acquired that portion of the building from them, from Moody Ice Cream, and he opened a soda fountain. But he had a hard time finding a manager to operate the soda fountain. He didn't A. have the time to do it, or B. the knowledge of how to operate a soda fountain, so that, that little investment ended in a failure. So, he closed his soda fountain in, I believe, that would've been '62, '63, somewhere around in there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did, did Taft Moody own that, at the time? Was it operating when he bought it, or do you recall?
MR. MCMAHON: Yes, no, I'm sure it was operating when he bought, when he bought the ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then, later on, you all expanded the store into that area, is that right?

MR. MCMAHON: That's correct. And, we expanded all the way to the street. I have some photographs of Williams Drug Store. This photograph right here would've been how Jackson Square Pharmacy looked circa 1950s, maybe, early '60s.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, this indention back here, you brought the store out to this edge. Is that right here?

MR. MCMAHON: That's, that's ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Out to this area here?

MR. MCMAHON: That's where Moody's Ice Cream would've been ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right.
MR. MCMAHON: ... that's correct. So, he, he incorpr ... incorporated that space, where Moody's Ice Cream would've been, and his old soda fountain, into this drug store. You can see the corner of the drug store right here, in 1964, he expanded the building from the corner here, out as far as the city would allow him, to the street, Broadway. So, this is how the store would've looked when he first opened it, in the 19--, mid-1950s.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, am I right in saying that the doors on Dean's Restaurant, which occupies this space today, that's the doors he put in, when he did the remodeling? The outer doors?

MR. MCMAHON: That's, that's the outer doors of the original Williams Drug Store. Those doors, right there, were the original doors of Williams Drug Store, 1942. When, Dean, when Dean opened his restaurant, bought the building, and opened his restaurant, he found these doors down in the basement, in the crawlspace, in the basement.

MR. HUNNICUTT: These doors in the photograph.

MR. MCMAHON: These doors right here. So the doors at Dean's Restaurant, now, the second doors that you go into, after you open the front door.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's, that's those.

MR. MCMAHON: …the second doors that you go to, are these original doors, which would've been from the original drug store, in 1942. So, here is a ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, one other question ...

MR. MCMAHON: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... before you put this photograph up. 

MR. MCMAHON: Ok, ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Let me ask you something that's shown in this photograph. You notice, up here, there's a speaker, right here. See this?

MR. MCMAHON: Yes. That would've been Bill Pollock’s, Pollock Sound Service.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Because, during Christmas time, they played Christmas music throughout the whole Jackson Square area, up there.

MR. MCMAHON: Bill Pollock, Pollock Sound Service, down on the corner, across the street from Razzleberry's, he owned ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Music Box.
MR. MCMAHON: Music Box.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now ...
MR. MCMAHON: And so, he installed the wiring, and the sound system for all of Jackson Square.

MR. HUNNICUTT: This is the fire alarm for the area. In this photograph, it doesn't show, but outside, you remember that fire post, with the box, and the firemen would come, and see where the fire was located, in the area.

MR. MCMAHON: Correct, correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, that, that's still up there, if I remember, isn't it?

MR. MCMAHON: Yes, yes. When they did a renovation, they made sure that they kept that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Can you think of ...

MR. MCMAHON: And restored it.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Can you recall anything else that's, kind of, unique, you know, in that picture, that's not visible today?

MR. MCMAHON: Well, of course you ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: I mean, not really today, but when you guys had the store.

MR. MCMAHON: Of course, of course, you got Bacon Ice Cream, which is ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right.
MR. MCMAHON: I'm sure they're long gone from the scene, now. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, let me ask you this: When you, when you came in the front door, when your father took over.

MR. MCMAHON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Describe what it looked like, when you first came through the doors.

MR. MCMAHON: Ok, that ... (laughs) We had our front register on a glass showcase, immediately inside the front door. That front register, on that glass showcase, remained from, basically, 1955, until I sold the business, in 2006. That old glass showcase. I believe Tom Clary now owns that old glass showcase, which the register sat on. So, you had a register, on a glass showcase, with the cigars, and candy, and all that, as you first entered the store. The ice cream box was just immediately to the left of the front door. Then, it opened up to the right side, where we had our cosmetics, and to the left side, where we had our gifts, little gifts, cards, gifts, etcetera. So, and, the pharmacy was, of course, all the way to the back.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, there's something else unique, inside that store, that was on a pole, on a support post, that we all, we, as all kids that came through this area generally used. Do you remember what that was?

MR. MCMAHON: Well, it must've been the telephone.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Exactly.
MR. MCMAHON: We had, (laughs) again, let me say this about Dean Russell, at Dean's Restaurant. He has done an outstanding job of trying to preserve the original history of this building. We had a phone booth, in the very back of the store, in the left corner of the store, just to the, the pharmacy would've been just to the right of it. That phone booth was the one that was used by kids of all ages. I never questioned what went on inside the phone booth, at times. But that phone booth, Dean, I managed, I knew the head of South Central Bell, and South Central Bell wanted that phone booth back. That wasn't my phone booth. But, I knew the head of that South Central Bell, at that time, and I talked him into letting me keep that phone booth. That phone booth is sitting at Dean's Restaurant right now. He has preserved it. So ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: That phone that was on the post was a free phone ...
MR. MCMAHON: A free phone.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and we didn't have to pay, and we'd come in, and call somebody right quick.

MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, your father was gracious enough to let us kids do that.

MR. MCMAHON: Yes, the phone on the post at the front, eventually, was moved to the phone booth in the back. (laughs) But we also had a phone on a post, in the back, that we allowed people to use, all the way through the entire tenure of the pharmacy.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the, the display for candy, that sat on the, I think, on the counter, and had Lifesavers, different type of Lifesavers, stacked up.

MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: If I remember right.

MR. MCMAHON: I may still have that display. In fact, I do. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: There's something in Dean's now, other than the photographs, and the other things you've mentioned, that he, kind of, found. Tell me about that, that's in there in that encased display in the back.

MR. MCMAHON: (laughs) Yeah. While we were, while he was doing the renovation -- and we did, we had these issues from time to time -- while he was doing the renovation, he tore into one of the back walls, and found a beehive that had been there for, who knows how long. We had bee issues from time to time, in that building, in the rear of the building. I remember, a couple of times, we had the beekeepers come out and withdraw the bees. But this particular beehive, he found encased in the wall, and, no telling how far back it went.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's on display today ...
MR. MCMAHON: It's on display today in Dean's Restaurant.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and it's quite large, isn't it?

MR. MCMAHON: Yes ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Quite large.

MR. MCMAHON: Yes, there were several million bees.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, there was steps that went downstairs. What did you guys have down there?

MR. MCMAHON: That was just storage. Strictly storage, for all types of merchandise, and whatever it took to run a drug store.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is there any kind of historical markings, of any sort down there, on the walls, or poles in the basement, you know of?

MR. MCMAHON: Not that I know of.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, is there an exit outside, from the basement, as well?

MR. MCMAHON: Absolutely. Yeah, we received our deliveries at an exit door. Now, when he did his renovation in 1964, he, he added another outside entrance down there. But, there was always an exit from the, from the building, at the foot of the steps, going to the, to the entrance, to the little entrance way outside, at the back of the store.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Let's look at this photograph you have here.

MR. MCMAHON: Ok. Now ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me who some of the people are in that photograph.

MR. MCMAHON: Yeah, this would've been, this would have been Jackson Square Pharmacy, probably, in the late '50s, or early '60s. And this would've been the, as you walk in the front door, to the left. So, this is my mother, and that's my father, James the Fourth. Right here, is Ora Van Bible, which, she worked for us for many, many years.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, isn't she the mother of Don Bible?
MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. MCMAHON: And back here is the pharmacist, Joe Brown. That's, that's he, right there. That would've been the pharmacist that worked with my father. And, right here, is Betty Schubert, who also worked with my father for some period of time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, this lady that's, your mother's in the white here, correct?
MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, you don't know, this is just a customer.

MR. MCMAHON: These are customers whom I do not recognize.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did your father, I notice he's out on the floor helping other customers. Was that just part of his nature to do that, rather than stand back there behind the, in the pharmacy part?

MR. MCMAHON: Absolutely. Of course, being the owner, he was responsible for the entire operation, along with my mother, who was very active in the business from the get-go. My mother was the one that developed the gift shop over time, as it evolved, and expanded.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, I can remember, speaking of your mother, she had a lot of dolls of various forms, and fashions ...

MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... that she sold there, didn't she?

MR. MCMAHON: That's correct. And collected.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And these wasn't just ...
MR. MCMAHON: And collected herself.

MR. HUNNICUTT: These wasn't just any run-of-the-mill dolls. These were quite expensive, collectors dolls, wasn't they?

MR. MCMAHON: Some of them were, some of them were. Now, she sold, mostly, Madame Alexander dolls, which were mid-range. Not a lot of the really high-end, expensive dolls. However, she did own one or two of, what would've been quite valuable dolls.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Over the years, did the display change, of ... I know the products, probably, did ...

MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... but did the display stay, pretty much, in the same locations as you see in that photograph?

MR. MCMAHON: Not this one, because this was before his expansion. In 1964, while I was in pharmacy school, he knocked out this wall, which would've been the wall that's where the old fountain, soda fountain was. He knocked this wall out, and expanded the store over, to be adjacent to Samuel's. So, he took the space from the soda fountain. And he knocked out the outside wall, and expanded it to the street, as far as the city would allow him.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is, is the flooring, in the expansion, the same as the flooring that we see in the photograph?
MR. MCMAHON: Yes. Actually, actually, actually, this is the original flooring, which Dean tried to restore. The original hardwood flooring, when they did the expansion, and the remodel, in 1964, he decided to do away with his hardwood floors, because they were difficult, and expensive to upkeep. So, he put linoleum tile down on top of the hardwood floors. And so, from 1964, until Dean started the remodel, we had linoleum tile, covering the original hardwood floors.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Let's see the photograph of your father there, in the store. The one right by your hand, that one.

MR. MCMAHON: Well, this would, it's both of us, actually.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right.
MR. MCMAHON: That would be, and, of course, this would've been taken, probably, shortly after I graduated from pharmacy school, which would've been June, of 1967.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, what did y'all keep in these containers right here?
MR. MCMAHON: That's the prescription files. Every prescription ... As a matter of fact, (laughs) when I closed the pharmacy, I had a decision to make on those old prescriptions. I have ... These, these boxes contain prescriptions, written prescriptions, from doctors. I have the original, first prescription that was ever filled, at Jackson Square Pharmacy, on October the 5th of 1955. And, I have that original file box, of the original prescriptions, dating back to 1955. So, we accumulated, and never threw away, any written prescription, that was filled, at Jackson Square Pharmacy, from 1955, until such time as I had to make a decision to discard some of them, after I sold the drug store, in October, November of 2006.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall who wrote that first prescription?

MR. MCMAHON: I do not. But I can take a guess. It could've been either T. Guy Fortney, or Dr. William Hardy. But it could've been any of a number. We had a super good medical staff in the city of Oak Ridge. For a city the size of Oak Ridge, the medical community, in Oak Ridge, has always been exceptional. Most of these physicians, in 1955, were a result of their military placement, during the war. A lot of those guys stayed on, and created Oak, Methodist Medical Center, or Oak Ridge Hospital. So, a lot of physicians, in 1955 were, probably, a lot of the original physicians that worked here. I know, Dr. Lewis Preston, I'm sure, was one of the original physicians. Dr. Paul Spray, Dr. Hardy, there were several original, Dr. T. Guy Fortney. Some of them, several original physicians, that had been here from the get-go. So, we had a large medical staff in Oak Ridge. Larger than normal, for a city this size.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I notice you had a big sale of $1.84 on the register there. (laughs)

MR. MCMAHON: Yes. And that would've been a lot of money, even ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: It was.
MR. MCMAHON: ... even if it were 1967. (laughs) So, anyway, that's one of the original, that's not ... That's an electric cash register there. That one's, kind of, upgraded from back when, when they didn't, didn't even have electric cash registers.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Were you working at the store, it was, kind of, a thing that, kids will do things, back in the day. But, they'd call the store, and ask if you had Prince Albert in a can.

MR. MCMAHON: All the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And I remember, your store caught onto that, pretty quick, because you ...

MR. MCMAHON: Well, we heard it a lot. (laughter)

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... it said, like, "Well, no, we let him go, like, yesterday," or something, you know.

MR. MCMAHON: Absolutely, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. MCMAHON: Yeah, well, here's my history. My daddy bought that drug store in October of 1955, and I'd just turned 10-years-old, and I lived at 115 Kingsley -- or it might have been 111 Kingsley, then -- and I went to work right away: sweeping the floors, and carrying out the garbage. So, I had a dog, Frisky. Me and Frisky, would walk through the woods, from Kingsley Road, through the woods, down to Jackson Square, to do the clean-up.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That'd come out by Chapel-on-the-Hill, up there.

MR. MCMAHON: I came out by Chapel-on-the-Hill, the woods came out by Chapel on the Hill, and walked over to the store, and did my cleaning every day.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Something just came to mind: You remember the Whitts, that had, started out with a discount store.

MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Refresh my memory, about where was that, do you recall?

MR. MCMAHON: Well, that's ... You had Service Drug Store, and then, you had the Ridge Theater, and beside the Ridge Theater, facing the building, beside the Ridge Theater, would've been the Whitt's Sporting Goods Store. It was, actually, a sporting goods store.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right. And they, they sold discount beer, I believe, it was, cigarettes ...

MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... or whatever.
MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then, they expanded over into where McCrory's used to be ...
MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... the five and ten, and opened the variety ...
MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That was, the variety store ...
MR. MCMAHON: Watson's.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, no, no, before that.
MR. MCMAHON: Or Loveman's.

MR. HUNNICUTT: There was a lady ... Yeah. Let me back up a minute. 

MR. MCMAHON: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I'm getting ahead of myself. They had B&R Variety Store there. You remember that?

MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, I can't remember the lady that ran that, but she was partners with Mr. Whitt, if I remember right. She was a tall, I think, she was a maid, she never did, old maid, she never did marry.

MR. MCMAHON: I do not remember her.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But she ...
MR. MCMAHON: Now, in that circle, you had, you had S&H Green Stamps. You had a, back, there was a progression there, next to Ridge Theater, used to be a grocery store, with S&H Green Stamps. And then ... 

MR. HUNNICUTT: The White Store was in there ...
MR. MCMAHON: The White Store ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... for that.
MR. MCMAHON: ... the White Store. And then, it became Loveman's Department Store.

MR. HUNNICUTT: No, Loveman's is on down ...

MR. MCMAHON: On down.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... the next group.
MR. MCMAHON: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: The big block.
MR. MCMAHON: And then, the ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Music Box was on the end, and then, then, Miller's was in there, and then, Loveman's came in there.

MR. MCMAHON: And then, Watson's.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes.
MR. MCMAHON: That was that progression. And then, came the, and around in that time frame, was the sporting goods store, that was Whitt's.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok. You know, their son, Bill, was like you. He started out ...
MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... in there sweeping the floor ...
MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... for ...
MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and so forth ...
MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... for many years.
MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, back, back to the pharmacy. Probably, in my estimation, when Jefferson was on the hill, up there, where the old high school was, there was probably more kids went, came in those doors, and went out, than, probably, any store in Oak Ridge.
MR. MCMAHON: Absolutely. At 3:30 every school day afternoon, we stopped everything we were doing, in that store, to accommodate the school, the kids, as they got out of school. They'd walk down the steps, and come in the pharmacy. Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, we visited in there every morning. You were open every morning, when the bus used to let us off, down on Tennessee, and we'd walk up through there.

MR. MCMAHON: Jackson Square Pharmacy ... My father -- I told you his background about the Depression, and how he was left with nothing. Back in his days, when he was working the drug store as a soda jerk in Mt. Pleasant, Tennessee, they had a competitor down the street, and they each wanted the business. So, a guy from each store would stand outside, waiting for the other store to close, because you never wanted to be the first one to close. So, my father brought that philosophy with him, out of pharmacy school, and, as a result, Jackson Square Pharmacy was open 93 hours a week, seven days a week, every single day of the year, except Christmas Day. That was from 1955, until, I guess, I kept those hours myself until the mid-'90s, when I finally cut them back a little bit from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Eventually, I got it from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. But we were open seven days a week, every day of the year, 8:30 a.m., until 10:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., on Sunday, to serve the community.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall what your father paid for that business?

MR. MCMAHON: I do not. I do not. And, I'm not sure I have any records that would indicate that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, your father was, had a hobby of pigeons.

MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me what you remember about that.

MR. MCMAHON: I remember cleaning up the pigeon coop (laughs) every week, for the majority of my life, that I spent at home. He raised, and showed racing pigeons, homing pigeons. That started, my grandfather was a veterinarian. He gave my father his first pair of pigeons, when my father was six-years-old. So, he was attracted to pigeons from an early age. So, he was a racing pigeons fancier, and they had a racing pigeons club in Oak Ridge, and there were, like, seven or eight guys. They would race their pigeons, during racing season, which was twice a year, in the spring, and the fall. As I grew old enough to drive, one of my jobs would've been to drive these pigeons, for the races, to their race release points, which would've been Chattanooga, would've been, maybe, the 100 mile race. And then, Fort Payne, Alabama; Gadsden, Alabama; Birmingham, Tuscaloosa, Tuscaloosa, Alabama; the University of Alabama. I drove down there to release the pigeons. So, we raced pigeons. And, I had my own pigeons. I had my own, named them, and had my own little group of pigeons, so I was racing pigeons as well, and cleaning out pigeon coops.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, what's the rules on racing pigeons?

MR. MCMAHON: Well, you band your pigeon, they have little bands that they put on them.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I.D. bands.
MR. MCMAHON: I.D. bands. And, put them all in a coop, in a crate. They (laughs) they still race pigeons, now. It was the national sport in Belgium, for many years. It came out of Europe, and racing, homing pigeons, were very important in World War II. They delivered a lot of messages, that would not have gotten through otherwise. Anyway, so, the pigeon fancy business came from Europe. So, you would band your pigeons, that were racing, before the race, and put them all in a crate, and put them in the back of my station wagon, and take them to the race release point. Of course, you'd open the crates, and they'd all go out at the same time. So, the deal was, which pigeon would get back home first. So, you sat there, and waited for the pigeons to arrive. Of course, you had some idea as to when they might arrive, because they fly at about 60 miles an hour, so, you could, you could, probably, generally, calculate exactly when they might arrive. So, you had to be there, and they would go in a trap, at the pigeon coop. So you would grab your pigeon just as soon as he was trapped, and take that band off of his leg, and put it in the clock, and start the clock. So, you, probably, had clocks for, enough for, maybe, four birds. So, after the race was over, all the pigeon fanciers would get together, and you would line those old clocks up, and you would push them, and stop them, all at the same time, so you determine the winner by which clock had been running the longest. So, I was involved in that, and that was sort of a unique hobby that he had. Wallace Davis, Hugh Nichols, were two of the other pigeon fanciers that I remember But yeah, I spent a fair amount of time racing pigeons. Now, my father showed them so, they would go to these pigeons shows, in the south, they had the Southern Racing Pigeons Association, so he would take his best-looking birds to these shows, and that happened about twice a year.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, all his pigeons started from the time his father gave him pigeons, is that right?

MR. MCMAHON: Well ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Or did he keep them all these years, or ... ?
MR. MCMAHON: No, no, no, no.

MR. HUNNICUTT: No?
MR. MCMAHON: No, no, no... Now, obviously, when, after his father died, and they lost the farm, he was ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Pigeons went with that, huh?

MR. MCMAHON: He was out of everything. He started his pigeons again, after he bought 111 Kingsley Road.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, you mentioned they'd send messages, during the war. How did they attach the message? What'd they do with that?

MR. MCMAHON: The bands, they had little capsules that they'd attach to their legs, and inside those capsules would be the messages.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, they'd have to be, probably, coded, and rolled up pretty tight to ...

MR. MCMAHON: Yeah, I don't know about coding. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... get much on that.
MR. MCMAHON: All right, it may be coded, but those pigeons weren't going anywhere, except to their house. So, you couldn't, the only way ... Now, you might could kill them, shoot them, and maybe get a message that way, but ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, when you brought in new pigeons, into the coop. Is that the correct term?

MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And how long did you keep them inside before you let them go to see if they'd come back?

MR. MCMAHON: I don't remember some of the specifics of this. They home pretty quickly. So, if you were to go to a pigeon show, and you were to buy a couple of pigeons from a guy in Charleston, South Carolina, and you bring those to your coop, I would think, maybe, a couple or three weeks, if I remember correctly, then you could let them out. Now, of course, when their babies were born, their chicks, they homed right away. But it didn't take them long to home to whatever their new surroundings were.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's where the name homing pigeons came from.

MR. MCMAHON: Correct. They spent years trying to figure out how these pigeons navigated.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, the pigeons we see on the streets, that's, kind of, wild, I call wild pigeons.

MR. MCMAHON: Those are, those are street pigeons.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. MCMAHON: They, they're a different.

MR. HUNNICUTT: They're dumb pigeons compared to these, aren't they?

MR. MCMAHON: They are not homing pigeons.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. MCMAHON: Yeah, there's a difference.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What did you feed those pigeons?

MR. MCMAHON: Grain. There was a pigeon mix that, not, not too unlike what you would feed chickens. But, it was a grain that, and you did that twice a day, you fed them, and watered them, twice a day.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How, how many pigeons, roughly, did your dad have at one time? Do you remember?

MR. MCMAHON: Well, we had -- my mother was extremely tolerant. (laughter) Not every lady would allow a pigeon coop, attached to the bedroom of their house. (laughs) Now, it was a separate little building, but the pigeon coop was directly outside the bedroom of the house at 111 Kingsley. When we upgraded from an A, to a C house, at 115 Kingsley, he was able to build a pigeon coop away from the house. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they make a lot of noise?
MR. MCMAHON: No. So, he would've, probably, had, maybe, 65 birds, at one time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I know he was well-noted, in the pigeon community, for his knowledge, and his class of birds.

MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I have a brother-in-law that bought some pigeons from him, many years ago.

MR. MCMAHON: Yeah, and he would've ... The best bred birds came from Belgium. So, some of the best bred birds would make their way to the U.S., and particularly the southeast, and the northeast is, in New York City, there were a lot of big pigeons clubs up there, also. But anyway, some of the better bred birds, it's like race horses, except considerably less expensive. (laughs) They made their way to the U.S., and so, you would go to these pigeon shows, and you had an opportunity to buy these birds, and so you ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you know what the record ...
MR. MCMAHON: ... built your lineage.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... flight record is of a, of a pigeon? Has anyone ever ... ?
MR. MCMAHON: I do not. I do know that the biggest race of the year was the 500 mile race, and that was from New Orleans. So, they did fly the pigeons to New Orleans, for that race. Nobody drove to New Orleans, for the big 500 mile race. But the big deal, on racing 500 miles, was to get, what they called, a day bird. A pigeon that would fly from New Orleans, to Oak Ridge, non-stop, in one day. Now, that was a special achievement. And, I remember, one year, I was in junior high school, and the 500 mile race was a day that I had a field trip out to, I think, Big Ridge Park. We were out there looking at, collecting flowers, and doing all that type stuff, the day of the big 500 mile race. My father felt sure that we could get home in time, in case there was an arrival. Well, we had a pigeon that showed up, before we got home, from New Orleans. And that pigeon probably set the record time. But he wasn't there to trap him, and time him. (laughs) But in any case, the 500 mile race was the big one, and the big deal was, to get one that would fly in one day. Pigeons, once they're released to home, they never stop, except for water. They will stop for water, and it is non-stop until they get home. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Wow. You mentioned you went to Cedar Hill School, during your elementary school days, and then, you attended Jefferson.

MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you attended Jefferson, do you remember some of the names of the teachers that was there?

MR. MCMAHON: No, surprisingly, no. I do remember a Mr. Plumly, George Plumly who taught math, or science. One of my favorites was Ruth ... She taught English. Oh, gosh, I've forgotten her last name. I do not -- ah, well, there's one person I do remember. Alice Lyman. (laughs) Alice was the band director at Jefferson Junior High School, and I thought I wanted to be another Louie Armstrong, so, I played trumpet. I clearly remember Alice Lyman. (laughs) I was misbehaving ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: She was pretty strict, wasn't she?
MR. MCMAHON: (laughs) She was very strict. (laughs) And I was, apparently, misbehaving one day, and she picked up an eraser, and threw it at me. (laughs) But I remember how disciplined she was. I learned a lot from Alice, how disciplined she was, and how demanding she was. (laughs) That, I, that, I do remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You remember her living in that little E1 apartment, there?
MR. MCMAHON: She lived, she lived, she was, obviously, a customer at Jackson Square Pharmacy, and I worked with Alice Lyman until she died. She lived in a little E1 apartment, basically, until her last days. Right, right in Jackson Square, where the Mexican restaurant -- in fact, that apartment complex is still there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you, did you play any sports in junior high?
MR. MCMAHON: I did. (laughs) I tried to play a lot of sports. I never was any good at any of them, and that continues to this day, including my golf game. But, I played basketball, and, in junior high school, we didn't have a baseball team. I played basketball, in junior high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You remember who the coach was?

MR. MCMAHON: Buddy Pope. Now, you talk about teachers. You don't ever, you don't ever forget Nick Orlando, either. You don't ever forget Coach Orlando, and I would never forget Buddy Pope. Buddy was a great coach. But I got, I got in a tough competitive situation, when I was in school, because Oak Ridge High School won the state championship in football, basketball, tennis, and finished second in track, my senior year. And, we lost, in the finals of the baseball regional, or we would've gone to the championship game against -- of course, we would've played, ended up playing Steve Spurrier. I'll tell you this little story about Steve Spurrier ... Anyway, we won the state championship, in football, and basketball, my senior year in high school. So, I had some pretty good athletes that I was competing against, and my claim to fame was, at Jefferson Junior High School, in the seventh grade, I was the first team shooting guard, ahead of Kenny Campbell, until Coach Pope determined that I couldn't play a lick of defense. So, Campbell, eventually, got ahead of me, and became one of Oak Ridge High School's great star basketball players, and went on to star at Vanderbilt. He scored 54 points for Vanderbilt, one night against Northwestern. So, he, kind of, ended my playing career in basketball. (laughs) And, baseball, I did, I did play baseball in high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And who was the coach in baseball?
MR. MCMAHON: (laughs) George Moody. George is still alive, and kicking, to this day and, God bless him. George was, he was one of the funniest guys I've ever been around, and still is a character to this very day.

MR. HUNNICUTT: He was a mechanical drawing teacher, at the high school, wasn't he?

MR. MCMAHON: He was a mechanical drawing teacher, and he was our coach, and it was fun.

MR. HUNNICUTT: James, we were talking about your junior high athletic achievements. (laughter)

MR. MCMAHON: Non-achievements.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about when you went to high school. You mentioned you played baseball, and ...

MR. MCMAHON: Well, I ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... Coach Moody was the, Mr. Moody was the coach. Some of your team members that was on that team.

MR. MCMAHON: Yeah, Gene Moody was the coach.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I mean Gene Moody, that's right.

MR. MCMAHON: Gene, Gene ... I ... Well, we had a really good pitcher in David Tiller, and David went on to pitch at the University of Tennessee. We had a really good catcher in Richard King, and Richard went on to catch at Tennessee Tech. We also had another really good pitcher in Gary Gage. But, Bubba Hudson was our first baseman. Larry Bottenfield was our second baseman. Gary Ellis was our third baseman, and I spent time with Ed C. Conley, at shortstop, and, let's see, Ed Pennington was in the outfield, David Woods was one of our pitchers, Buddy Defenderfer played a little bit of first base, I think. But we had a good baseball team. And, we were in the finals. Now, we'd already won the state championship in basketball, football, and tennis. And, finished second, in track. And, we were in the finals of the regional baseball tournament, in 1963, down in Chattanooga, at Joe Engle Stadium. We were ahead of East Ridge by one run, in the bottom of the last inning, and we had two outs, and they had two guys on. Their guy hit a pop-up, that our center fielder lost, in the sun. It was an easy fly ball, it would've ended the game, and we would've won, and went on to the state tournament, where we would've run into Johnson City Science Hill, and one Mr. Steve Spurrier. But, our center fielder lost the ball, in the sun. It dropped in front of him. They scored two runs, and beat us, or our baseball team would've had a chance at a state championship. So, we, in 1962, '61, '62, '63, there were a lot of good athletes that came out of Oak Ridge High School.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where were the baseball games played, at the high school?
MR. MCMAHON: Where they are now. (laughs) Same ball park. It's ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, now they're played, now, at a different location. Played over in, in the Gamble Valley area, over there, at Gray Strang Park. Is that where you played baseball.

MR. MCMAHON: Yes, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: All right, when I went to high school, the ball fields are where the soccer field is now.

MR. MCMAHON: No. We were, actually, playing there, and they had, we had a -- remember in Oak Ridge, back in the '50s, we had a minor league baseball team.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, I was going to ask you about that.

MR. MCMAHON: It was ... Well, we played on their field. And that would've been in ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, so the field, at the high school, was just a practice field.

MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok.
MR. MCMAHON: So, we played out there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: I'm ...
MR. MCMAHON: We played where the pros ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... stand to be corrected.

MR. MCMAHON: ... played.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. MCMAHON: Now that, the minor league baseball team did not last too long. I believe, were they the Oak Ridge Bombers, is that what I remember?

MR. HUNNICUTT: There was. There was another team, the Oak Ridge Pioneers, as well.

MR. MCMAHON: The Pioneers! The Pioneers.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Pioneers was more in our era ...
MR. MCMAHON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and the Bombers was in the early days.

MR. MCMAHON: Correct. So, we would have played on their field. And it was a gravel pit. So, there were a lot of bad hops.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Had a wooden fence all the way around the field ...

MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... if I remember right ...

MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... didn't it?
MR. MCMAHON: Yes. Yeah, that would, that was ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: They've redone that whole area ...

MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... over there. Made quite a ...
MR. MCMAHON: Oh, significant ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... nice baseball complex.

MR. MCMAHON: A significant upgrade. It was not very good, when I played. The, the field was in horrible condition. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, you graduated from high school, and, and you went to pharmacy school, is that correct, right then?

MR. MCMAHON: Yeah, pre-pharmacy, a year, at Tennessee Tech. In that era, it was two years of pre-pharmacy, and three years of pharmacy school. So, you did your pre-pharmacy, and you tried to qualify for pharmacy school, which would've been the University of Tennessee in Memphis. So, my freshman year -- that would've been 1963 -- the Dean of the College of Pharmacy, contacted my father, and said that they had some openings for the pharmacy school class, in 1964. They gave me the option -- and Bill Attkisson, Bill Attkisson was my roommate, at Tennessee Tech. Bill was the starting point guard on our state championship basketball team. Bill Attkisson and I were roommates at Tech, and we were both in pre-pharmacy. They came to us, and they said, “Well, if you would be willing to take three quarters of organic chemistry in the summer, and pass those three quarters, we will let you into pharmacy school a year early, and then, you can get the rest of your pre-pharmacy during the summer, while you're not in pharmacy school.” So, Bill and I (laughs) elected to do that, and I spent the worst summer of my life, in 196- ... the summer of 1964, in Cookeville, Tennessee, in a, in a dorm without any air conditioning, and a hundred degree heat, with the toughest organic chemistry professor in the state of Tennessee, Dr. Howard Ashburn. I took three quarters of organic chemistry, and somehow survived that, and went to pharmacy school a year early. So, Bill and I did a five year pharmacy program, in four years.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was that organic chemistry worse than the pharmacy school?

MR. MCMAHON: Organic chemistry was the most difficult course that I ever took. Organic chemistry was the flunk out course. Out of our class of 100 in Tennessee Tech, that started in pre-pharmacy, four of us made it to pharmacy school, and organic chemistry is, usually, the course, that was the flunk out course, for all of medicine. That's dental, medical, doctors, nurses, everybody. Organic ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: What made him so tough, versus another teacher, in the same subject.

MR. MCMAHON: (laughs) He was all business, and he was no nonsense. He would have that chalk in his right hand, and that eraser in his left hand, and he would write those organic chemical equations, as fast as he could get them, across that chalkboard. Then, he would come along, and erase them, and he would do it again. His tests were very demanding. And, Bill and I, we were either in class, or studying, for the entire summer. We studied on the weekends, it was nothing but organic chemistry, for three months, from the moment we woke up, until the moment we went to bed.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So ..
MR. MCMAHON: So, I get down to the College of Pharmacy, and I've survived. Bill and I both had survived that three quarters of organic chemistry, in one quarter. I walked into the interview session with the UT [University of Tennessee] College of Pharmacy, and they said, oh, they looked at my grade. I made C's. They said, "Who'd you have as your organic chemistry professor." I said, "Howard Ashburn, Tennessee Tech." They said, "That's automatically a B in our eyes." So, they raised, they raised our letter grade, a letter grade because of Howard Ashburn. Howard Ashburn was a legend. Every single student, that he recommended to the medical units in Memphis, graduated. Not a single one of them ever did not make it through school. So, I got my start like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you know of anyone that took his course that made B's and A's?

MR. MCMAHON: I -- there were no A's. I don't think he believed in A's. There may have been somebody that made a B. In fact, Bill Attkisson made a B, made a B in one quarter. It was tough. It was tough. So, I got to pharmacy school, and that would've been September, of 1964. I ended up having two of the same professors, in pharmacy school, that my father had had, in 1949.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Wow. 

MR. MCMAHON: One taught ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did your father ever relate to you about his experience in pharmacy school, versus how yours was?

MR. MCMAHON: Not too much, in school. No. That's, it had changed quite a bit from --  and it's continuing to evolve. You understand, in 1949, the drug manufacturing industry was just beginning to get cranked up. They did -- a lot of natural products were on the market then, and even did a fair amount of compounding. So, the manufacturers were just beginning to get their start, in the 1940s, and the 1950s. There weren't nearly as many drugs on the market then, as there are today. So, the practice itself has evolved tremendously since 1949. He didn't say too much to me about his years in pharmacy school.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the first prescription that you filled?

MR. MCMAHON: Well, I remember the circumstances. (laughs) We had two stores. We had Oak Ridge Pharmacy, and the Doctors Building. The old Doctors ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, that was located where?

MR. MCMAHON: The old Doctors Building is, it, the building has since been demolished.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's a dormitory, wasn't it?

MR. MCMAHON: It was a dormitory, that became a Doctors Building, and Dr. Lyon, Dr. Gillespie, Dr. Gurney, Dr. Pugh, Dr. Reagan, Dr. Crews -- (laughs) whom everybody will remember -- and the orthopedic clinic, Dr. Spray, and Dr. Tittle, were all in that building. My father managed that building for them. We had us a little pharmacy, down there, just a little apothecary.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That, that dorm was located where the parking lot is, next to the Cheyenne ...

MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... down in there.

MR. MCMAHON: Right down the street from ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right.
MR. MCMAHON: ... still the Children's Clinic.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes.

MR. MCMAHON: Correct. Ok, so, we had a little pharmacy there, and then, we had Jackson Square Pharmacy, which we kept open 93 hours a week, every day of the year, except Christmas day. (laughs) So, we worked a lot. So, I'm in pharmacy school, Bill Attkisson's in pharmacy school, we're graduating in June, of 1967. My father had two pharmacists working for him. In May, well, or maybe, in March, of 1967, Joe Brown was one of the pharmacists, who was in that picture, and another pharmacist, Ed McClure, they could see the handwriting on the wall. They decided that there were opportunities elsewhere. So, they bought two pharmacies in Knoxville, in, like March of 1967. Bill and I are graduating in June, so that left my father without any pharmacists. So he's working this store 93 hours a week, by himself. So, I graduate. Bill and I graduate, and he needed some help, right away. So, we, literally, graduated on a Sunday afternoon, it took, like, 10 hours to drive from Memphis to Oak Ridge, at that time, and I drove the 10 hours from Memphis, to Oak Ridge, so I could work 13 hours the next day. That would've been a Monday, in, what? June the 7th of 1967. So, I put in a 13 hour work day, my very first day on the job, as a pharmacist.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what did you fill as a prescription? Do you remember?

MR. MCMAHON: I could not. I don't recall, but ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Explain to me, I've seen prescriptions, nowadays, they fax it to the pharmacy, generally, but anyway, when they gave it to you, and bring it in, how do you read that chicken scratch they'd write on there?

MR. MCMAHON: Well, some docs were better than others and some of them were absolutely horrible. That is one of the great advances that we've had, now. Misreading prescriptions was an issue for pharmacy for many, many years, until such time as the electronics have taken over. Now, everything is e-prescribed, it either comes directly from a computer, or it's faxed, so there, the days of a handwritten prescription are, virtually, gone. You still see some of it, but it's, virtually, gone. But, writing, reading the doctor's handwriting was a challenge. Now, you got accustomed, over time, you got accustomed to their handwriting, so you could, pretty much, figure it out. But, if you ever had a question, you just had to pick up the phone, and call them. And, that was not unusual, to have to call, and confirm either the name of a drug, or the directions.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You mentioned earlier you kept all the prescriptions that was written for X number of years, up to so point. Was there a law saying that you had to keep that?

MR. MCMAHON: Oh, yes. You have to keep ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is it eight years that, of records?

MR. MCMAHON: I think it was seven years.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Seven years.
MR. MCMAHON: I think it was seven years you had to keep your written copies stored somewhere, so that they could be accessible, yes. And we kept them all. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, you've been in the pharmacy business for a long time. Tell me what you've seen from when you first started, up to today's pharmacy.

MR. MCMAHON: Oh, radical, radical difference. I mean, you couldn't even compare them. It's night and day. Like I said, when I came out of pharmacy school, in 1967, there weren't that many drugs on the market. They were, the pharmaceutical industries, were just beginning to expand, and discover the R&D, the research and development, to discover all the new drugs, that you have out there now. So, just the advent of whole new classes of drugs, have exploded since 1967. But, by far ... Now, you understand in 1967, we didn't even have calculators. We didn't even have calculators. Everything was done by hand. All your math was done by hand. Then, I can remember paying $800 for a calculator, when they first came out when, lord, it must've been the early '70s, or sometime. What really revolutionized everything, though, was the advent of computers. Pharmacies began computerizing, and filling their prescriptions electronically, in the mid-'80s, and computers made a huge difference, in the way the practice is conducted. With computers, came pharmacy techs. Until, until computers, the pharmacist did everything. They typed the labels, they counted the pills, they got the pills off the shelves, they did it all. Then, when computers came along, and more, and more drugs came along, and the volumes in drug stores started to increase, then the field of the pharmacy techs was, was created, and has evolved since.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, what's the requirement to be a pharmacy tech?

MR. MCMAHON: Either two ways. They can do on-the-job training, under the licensed supervision of a pharmacist, and then, take a test, and pass it, to get their certification. Or they can go to a pharmacy tech school, which Roane State has one. I think that's a one-year program. So, you gain enough knowledge to pass the test, to become a pharmacy tech. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, and what ... ?

MR. MCMAHON: So, you become a certified pharmacy tech.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What's the duties of a pharmacy tech?

MR. MCMAHON: The pharmacy, that has evolved, as well. As I stated previously, until computers, and the advent of so many drugs, and the volume of prescriptions rising so significantly, pharmacists did everything. In today's world, the pharmacists don't fill any prescriptions, hardly, in any practice setting. All of the prescriptions are filled by the pharmacy techs. And, a lot of pharmacies have robots, that, actually, fill the prescriptions. So, the techs input the prescription, that has either arrived by computer, the e-prescribed, or by fax. So, the techs are now reading the prescriptions, and inputting the data, into the computer, to submit it to the insurance companies, for payment. There's very few cash prescriptions, anymore. Once the claim is adjudicated, then, the computer prints the label, and -- if you have a robot -- the robot prints the label, draws the prescription into the vial, and deposits the labeled prescription container, with the medication, and you pick it up, out of the robot, cap it, and send it on to the patient.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But they have, does there have to be a licensed pharmacist on the premises, in order  ...

MR. MCMAHON: At all times. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... for that to happen?
MR. MCMAHON: Oh, yeah, absolutely. There has to be a licensed pharmacist, and there can be no more than five techs per pharmacist. So, you usually, you're running a store with four or five techs, now, and one pharmacist.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How do you insure the accuracy of the prescriptions?
MR. MCMAHON: That's the techs' job. I mean, excuse me, that's the pharmacist's job. The techs, actually, fill the prescriptions. The pharmacist stands, and checks, every single prescription that is filled, before it's presented to the customer. So, the pharmacist is checking the work of the techs in today's market.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How do you like that, versus what you used to do, when you first started?

MR. MCMAHON: (laughs) Personally?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes.
MR. MCMAHON: I preferred to handle everything myself. Don't have to rely on anybody else. Don't have to worry about somebody else making a mistake. I preferred to have the responsibility in my own hands from, from start to finish. However, that's not possible, in today's market. And, we will never go back to that. So, in today's market, you just make sure that, that everything's right. That's why it's important to have good pharmacy techs. Every pharmacist relies on a good pharmacy tech, in today's market.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Let's go back, briefly, and when did you start, when did you take over the Jackson Square Pharmacy business from, from your parents?

MR. MCMAHON: Well, (laughs) my, my father gifted me 25 percent of the corporation, when I came out of pharmacy school. So, I became a pharmacy owner my first day on the job, in June, of 1967. So, over time, I gradually accumulated more shares of the stock. It was always an incorporated business. So, over time, I accumulated shares, and then, when my father retired in 1992, I, obviously, had all of it. So, it, kind of, was a progressive measure. Now, that is what kept me out of Vietnam. They were drafting pharmacists in 1967, '68, the Tet Offensive. They were drafting everybody, no exemptions. But, I did have an exemption, because I was a store owner, and there was an acute shortage of pharmacists, at that time, so I was able to get an exemption to, in order to continue to run that drug store. So, I did not go to Vietnam. Now, Bill Attkisson did, and he ended up serving as a medic in Vietnam.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I know you're married to Betty. Where did you meet Betty?

MR. MCMAHON: She was working at Samuel's. She was the bookkeeper at Samuel's, when I came out of pharmacy school, and so, it was instant.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And when did you get married?
MR. MCMAHON: Right ... (laughter) November of '67.

MR. HUNNICUTT: (laughs) You're stuttering, Jim.

MR. MCMAHON: It was quick, it was quick.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, do you have children?
MR. MCMAHON: I have twins. James the Sixth, and Stephanie. And they were ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: And where are they today?

MR. MCMAHON: Stephanie is in the D.C. area, McLean, Virginia. And my son, unlike me ... (laughs) I started working at Jackson Square Pharmacy, at age 10, and I was a accustomed to working nights, and weekends, and holidays, and long hours. My son started working, now, I worked back before child labor laws. I was running the cash registers, and working regular shifts, when I was 13-years-old. We had child labor laws, by the time James the Sixth came along, so I couldn't start him until he was 15. But he started working in the drug store at age 15, and he decided that he was not going to work nights, and weekends, and holidays. So, pharmacy was never an option for him. So, he ended up at ... Stephanie went to George Mason University, in Fairfax, Virginia, and stayed up there, and married a lawyer, and is still living there. I have a grandson, Michael, who is a sophomore at the University of Alabama. (laughs) He had a good year, last year. (laughs) And he lets me know that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: We won't go there. (laughs)

MR. MCMAHON: He loves it down there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. MCMAHON: I can say nothing bad about the University of Alabama. It's been very --  gave him a full ride. But anyway, my son, James, has two children, James the Seventh, who is going to start attending Baylor High School, or Baylor Junior High School, he's starting in junior high school, this next year, and then, he has a, a sister, Meg. So, I have, my twins, and they each have two children, and one in McLean, Virginia, and one in, in Ooltewah, actually.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, Betty came to work at the pharmacy for many years. When did she start?

MR. MCMAHON: (laughs) Well, during the courtship, I told Miss Betty, I said, "You marry me, and you'll never have to work a day in your life." (laughter) Well, some 48 years later, she finally got to retire. Betty -- we needed help, and we needed, we needed a bookkeeper, in the pharmacy. So, she came onboard pretty quickly, and she helped my mother run that gift shop, and, of course, when my mother retired, she continued the gift shop. She continued, she continued, she liked it, she continued the gift shop, even after I sold the pharmacy. So, her gift shop didn't close until -- I sold the pharmacy in November of '06, and she kept the gift shop open until 2011, or 2012.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Who was your oldest employee that, longest employee, that you had up there?

MR. MCMAHON: We had a lot, my employees stayed with me. Debby Harmon, who helped run the gift shop, was a 35 year employee. My pharmacist, Doug Jeffers, was a 35 year employee. Lorene Mead worked with us for some 30 years, until she retired. Rita Ball, my pharmacy tech, worked with us for, like, 28 years or so, and she is still working at Jefferson Compounding.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes, I know Rita.
MR. MCMAHON: Yes. Rita Ball is, probably, the best pharmacy tech in Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ms. Bible, how long did she work with you?

MR. MCMAHON: Ora Van Bible worked there until she retired. Now, she may have retired, she retired fairly shortly after I came out of pharmacy school, maybe, in the early '70s, she retired. But, she was with my father from the get-go, in 1955.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, Hoskins had another store at Jefferson, too, didn't they? Jefferson ... 

MR. MCMAHON: Another store, in Jefferson, had a store at Elm Grove, had a store at Grove Center.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And then, the one in Jackson Square.
MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. MCMAHON: Service.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What do you remember about the Cold War? Do you remember anything? I know it was, kind of, young, when you were in school.

MR. MCMAHON: Well, I was in high school. When the Cuban Missile Crisis occurred, I remember nothing. I don't remember us ever having any drills. I don't, I don't recall, even, being concerned, that there might have been a major crisis evolving. I was, certainly, well-aware of what was going on, in Oak Ridge, but I had no idea that there was any imminent danger. So, it, the Cold War to me, or even that Cuban Missile Crisis, was to, most of us kids, a non-event.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall any Civil Defense activities, during your childhood, or in your young days?

MR. MCMAHON: I never recall that we had to get underneath tables, or do anything like that. Now, they had the sirens go off, from time to time, but as far as participating in anything, I do not remember any of that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You know, they still test those sirens ...

MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... once a month?
MR. MCMAHON: Correct.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever know anyone that had built a fallout shelter, in their basement ...

MR. MCMAHON: I did not.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... or yard or anything?

MR. MCMAHON: None of my friends, none of my friends' families, had any shelters in their houses, no. We weren't concerned. Neither were my parents, they never said anything about it.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I don't remember it, either. It was just something that was real tense, at the time.

MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's about all I remember.

MR. MCMAHON: And never, never realized what was going on. Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Can you think of anything we haven't talked about you'd like to put on record?

MR. MCMAHON: I can say this about Oak Ridge, Tennessee: It is a unique community. It is a special community. I had an opportunity to go -- there's always been a shortage of pharmacists, most any area. I could've gone anywhere to work, and I would not have traded Oak Ridge, Tennessee, for any place, anywhere. I have been bitten by the travel bug, so I travel extensively. I've been on all seven continents, and I've been all over the world, and I've been in, almost, of all of the states, and there is no place that I would live, other than Oak Ridge, Tennessee. It is a unique community, made up of individuals from, literally, all over. All walks of life, many of them highly educated. It's been a joy, and a privilege, to serve in this community. I, Oak Ridge is special. I always will, I will, I will -- We've thought about a retirement place, moving to the beach, Hilton Head, or wherever, and I come back and say, Nope, I would never want to be anywhere else, other than Oak Ridge. So, I've been here since 1949, except my four years, that I went off to college. So ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's a great place to live.
MR. MCMAHON: Great place to live. It's got everything, including the environment. So, it's special.
MR. HUNNICUTT: One last question: How do you think the city's progressed over the years?

MR. MCMAHON: Well, it's struggling right now, and I blame a fair amount of that on our government, United States government, that's not paying its fair share into what they should be paying into this community, and a lot of the fact that, almost, all the jobs are directly related to the federal government, in some fashion. So, I think they've, kind of, left us high and dry, which has created a tax situation for us, and we're having a hard time competing with the Hardin Valleys of the world, and West Knoxville, etcetera. So it's been tough. But we've got good leadership, now. I really like Warren Gooch, I think he's going to be an excellent mayor, and I think Mark Watson's doing a nice job for the city. Hopefully, when we get this Downtown Shopping Center squared away, and we'll get back, and moving again, but it's still a special place.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You remember the Downtown Shopping area.

MR. MCMAHON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What, what did you think was so unique about that?
MR. MCMAHON: Well, the original one, that was built ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right.
MR. MCMAHON: ...  in 1955, is what they're trying to get back to, now. The biggest mistake this city ever made, and I can't remember who the city manager was back then, but when they let Crown America come in here, and build that mall down there, was the beginning of our problems. All these restricted covenants that they signed with Wal-Mart, and some of these other big businesses, have created the problem that we have to this day. But the old shopping center, with the individual shops, was special, and unique. That's the very type of business model that they are trying to get back to, and hopefully, will. But when they created the mall, that changed everything.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That was a popular thing, in that day, it seems like.

MR. MCMAHON: The malls? Everybody had to have a mall. We just got in with the wrong outfit.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Jim, it's been my pleasure to interview you, and I thank you very much for the time, the information you've divulged today has been very inter ... interesting.

MR. MCMAHON: Well, I want to thank you for giving me this opportunity. I like to share my, my past. I do want to show ... I may not have shown one picture that I brought. I think we have it here. That picture right there is the original Williams Drug Store, and that would've been 1942, to 1955. So, that's, that's what, what Williams Drug Store would've looked like, back in the day.

MR. HUNNICUTT: If you'll notice in this photograph here, is the extension of the Guest House, the block structure, that was added, on later. Turn the photograph back around the other side ...

MR. MCMAHON: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and then that way, you can't see it, though. 

MR. MCMAHON: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I thought you'd be able to see it. But in the early days, that block building wasn't attached to the Guest House. 

MR. MCMAHON: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That came later.
MR. MCMAHON: I don't think we can get away from this interview, without mentioning your father-in-law, Ed Westcott. All of Oak Ridge, and anybody interested in history, owes a great deal of gratitude to Ed Westcott, and what he did to photograph history for us. Because, without him, we would've had none of this history to fall back on, photographic history, to fall back on. Ed is a special person. I have been privileged to know Ed, basically, since I can remember, my childhood, and he is a special individual, and we all owe him a great deal of gratitude for what he's done.

MR. HUNNICUTT: If you ask him that, he'd say he was just doing his job.

MR. MCMAHON: He was just doing his job. He's the most humble person I've ever known, but he was special.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Thank you again, Jim.

MR. MCMAHON: Thank you, Don.
[End of Interview]
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