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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is April 2, 2015, and I am at my studio here with Marjorie Matthews. Marjorie, thank you for taking time to come and talk with us.

MRS. MATTHEWS: You're welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: You've been in Oak Ridge a long time.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And ... But I want to start at the very beginning.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Ok.
MR. MCDANIEL: So, why don't you tell me where you were born and raised and something about your family.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Ok. I was born in Chattanooga and we lived there until my father was in the war. He was injured in the war and was sent, after he got out of the hospital, to Sarasota, Florida. And we moved there, where he stayed in the Army Air Corps, until they sent him to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: So it was World War II.
MRS. MATTHEWS: World War II, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right.
MRS. MATTHEWS:  My family moved back to Chattanooga and lived with our grandparents because there was still no housing available yet for ... three bedroom homes were at a real premium ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... in Oak Ridge. So we stayed there and my dad came up here in '44.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, he came up in '44.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: What year were you born?
MRS. MATTHEWS: I was born in 1937.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So you were seven when your dad came.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes, I was seven-years-old. I was in the third grade when we finally came to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. So your dad, you said he got injured.
MRS. MATTHEWS: He was injured during the war.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And was sent back by hospital ship to Charleston where he was there for several months before he was sent back onto active duty.

MR. MCDANIEL: And with the Army ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: In Sarasota.

MR. MCDANIEL: With the Army Air Corps?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right, Army Air Corps.

MR. MCDANIEL: In Sarasota.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. And then he got... Now, was he still in the service when he got sent to Oak Ridge?
MRS. MATTHEWS: I'm not really sure about that. I think he had gotten out of the service and they told, they were telling people about opportunities and so he didn't have any other prospects getting out of the service ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... so he decided to come and try out Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, were there other children besides you?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes, I have a brother and I have a sister ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... both younger than I am.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right. Now, what did your mother do? Was she a homemaker or ...?
MRS. MATTHEWS: She was until we all started college and then she went back to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, right, right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: During the war, she worked at Ft. Oglethorpe in Georgia, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: She was doing that during the war while our dad was gone.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? So ... So your dad came in '44.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: How long did it take before the family came.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We moved up here in July of '45.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Last day of July of '45.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.

MRS. MATTHEWS: A week or so before they dropped the bomb.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, that's what I was about to say.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah, we were... I remember that, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where did your father work when he worked in Oak Ridge?
MRS. MATTHEWS: He worked in K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did he?
MRS. MATTHEWS: He started out as a chemical operator, which is what they were trying to get as many of those trained as they could.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And then over the years he changed jobs and moved ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... into different positions in K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. So you, basically, grew up in Oak Ridge.
MRS. MATTHEWS: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, you know, you were eight, I guess, when you moved here.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I'd just turned eight when we ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Just turned eight.

MRS. MATTHEWS: ... when we moved up here.

MR. MCDANIEL: And it was right at the tail end of the ...

MRS. MATTHEWS: The Army was still here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Manhattan Project era.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right. There were Army everywhere. We went to Army doctors, we went to Army dentists, we rode Army buses, but the Army was a real presence.

MR. MCDANIEL: What do you remember about coming to Oak Ridge the very first time?
MRS. MATTHEWS: I remember my mother wanted to turn around and go back to Chattanooga. (laughter) That's the main thing I remember.

MR. MCDANIEL: How come?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Our grandfather brought us up here because we didn't have a car, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right before the war ended you didn't get, have many cars, and when my mother saw where we were going to live and the mud and all the chaos that seemed to be going on ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... she was ready to turn around and go back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: My brother and sister don't remember a lot of that but I remember it very clearly.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, you were old enough ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... to remember that. Now, when you came in '45, where did you ... where did you live?
MRS. MATTHEWS: We lived at 158 Latimer Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: It was a four-unit TDU and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I have talked to several folks recently who lived on Latimer in those TDUs.

MRS. MATTHEWS: That must be the place, that must be the place where they put people as they got housing and we stayed there, we didn't stay there very long.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Because Dad was still on lists for a three-bedroom. This was just a two-bedroom TDU, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... we were pretty crammed into there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But we lived there and I went to the old Linden school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Up on LaSalle.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Up on LaSalle. And we walked to school from Latimer Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's a pretty good hike up the hill.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Pretty good hike up the hill, yeah. But when you're kids you don't pay that much attention it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Now, were there boardwalks that you walked on?
MRS. MATTHEWS: There were boardwalks.

MR. MCDANIEL: And was that through the ... 

MRS. MATTHEWS: We walked up through the woods ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep.
MRS. MATTHEWS: because there were boardwalks all through all the woods in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Everywhere we went were boardwalks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Through woods and some of them were even had lights in them but not very many of them did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But I went to Linden ...

MR. MCDANIEL: For ... that was third grade ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: That was third grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was fall of '45.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right. Fall of '45. I even remember my teacher's name. I don't know how, but I do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... What was her name?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Her name was Mrs. Quinn.

MR. MCDANIEL: Mrs. Quinn.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And so then, the beginning of the fourth grade, they, as the town grew, they kept shifting school districts.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And so we got sent to Farragut, I mean, not Farragut, I'm sorry. Fairview Elementary.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Fairview was a big, sprawling school up where ORAU [Oak Ridge Associated Universities] is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And it was, basically pre-fab -- very pre-fabricated as I remember it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I was there, I guess I went to school there for about two months and then Dad got, we were able to get a three-bedroom flat top up on Ortney Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, let me ask you a question: So, did you go to the entire third grade to Linden?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so you ... and then you ...?
MRS. MATTHEWS: And the four... I started the fourth grade ... We started the fourth grade, I think I may have been there two weeks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: A lot of my friends that I remember that I still see, we talk about that and some of them got sent to Fairview ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Some of you got sent to Fairview, right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: To Fairview.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And so, I was only there a couple of months when we got the three-bedroom flattop up on Orkney Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let me ask you a question: Before you came to Oak Ridge, where did you go to school?
MRS. MATTHEWS: I went to a private school called Miss Greedleworks Private School. It was ... And then I was in Sarasota for second grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes. And that was Mae Haven School in Sarasota. But I went to a very small private school in Chattanooga.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was ... You know, a lot of people came, kind of the same situation as you. When they went to Linden they came from other public schools.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: And they saw where, you know, they said some of the other public schools they went to, you barely had a basketball and at Linden they had, I mean, everything. It was nice.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Everything we needed, we had.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And that was throughout our whole education here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: If we needed, if they needed something ...

MR. MCDANIEL: They got it.

MRS. MATTHEWS: They got it. And without any, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Fights or fusses ... (laughter)

MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah. Really.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: You didn't have to go before commissions and all that kind of stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah. Well, back, especially when it was run by the Army and the government ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: The Army, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... they provided things.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: So ... you started fourth grade at Linden and then after a couple of weeks you got moved to Fairview.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: And you said you went there just a couple of months?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Just a couple of months and then ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Because you moved.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right. We went to, I moved and went to Cedar Hill Elementary.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I stayed there until I got out of the sixth grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We were there.

MR. MCDANIEL: And the house you said you ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: The three-bedroom flat top up on Orkney Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Orkney Road. Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Which is right below Orchard Lane.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, exactly.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Orchard Circle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly. So what do you remember about school and elementary school and, you know, you said you remembered your teacher ... ?
MRS. MATTHEWS: I do. I remember, and I remember people that I, like I say, I've been friends with a lot of them still ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... from Linden. And I just remember lots and lots of kids. There were like seven or eight third grades. There was, there was just a huge ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.

MRS. MATTHEWS: ... amount of kids.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I remember the fun. I think growing up in Oak Ridge was an experience that not many people have. I mean ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Why is that? How was it different?
MRS. MATTHEWS: I think it was because we were all in it. We didn't know what we were doing here. We never knew what our dads did. We didn't know what anybody else's dad did. Everybody seemed to be in the same boat and I think that's what has brought the closeness of people who have lived in Oak Ridge for so long. I think that there's a difference in the way we lived here versus how we lived in Chattanooga.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And the older I've gotten, the more I realize what a difference my life would have been if I hadn't, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... come to Oak Ridge. But we were, I guess the word is, "free," or something. We could play in the woods. We could run and do whatever we wanted to do without any fear of anybody hurting us. There was no crime in Oak Ridge. And kids were, you know, we could get on a bus and ride all over Oak Ridge without worrying. Our parents never worried about us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I think that's, I think it was the freedom we had that allowed us to make friends easier because we were all here in the same boat. Everybody came from somewhere else. It wasn't as though you were in a community where people had grown up and you had to integrate yourself into some other culture.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We were all building the culture ourselves, I think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So, that's the main thing I really remember, friends and just being free to run and play and just ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What were some of the things that you did and some of the places that you went? And we can talk about now through middle school and high school, too. I mean, as a young person in Oak Ridge.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Well, we had the playgrounds which were just wonderful for kids. The playgrounds were open summer and winter at all the elementary schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We played ball in the summer and in the fall we learned to dance, in the winter we had dances. We had all kinds of movies and things and the playgrounds were a real boon to kids in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: They were almost like community centers, weren't they?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. And they had, each of them had a woman coach, as they called them, and a man, a boy coach.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And they kept us in line as much as they could.

MR. MCDANIEL: And these were people that were hired by the ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: They were basically college students. They were first, second year college students who ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... did this as a summer job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And we had crafts and, like I say, movies and the ice cream guy would come. But we played ball and we played all the other playgrounds in the city.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah. But we walked because, you know, people had not many cars then. If we did have a car, it was your dad that drove it to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So I can remember carrying bats and balls and gloves and walking to Glenwood, walking to Pine Valley School ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We even walked to Highland View from Cedar Hill sometimes to play ball. But everybody did it. We didn't think anything about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And when we weren't on the playgrounds, we were playing down in the woods. We had G Road down behind us. You know where the water tower is on top of Orchard Lane?

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Ok. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Isn't that Key Springs Road?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah. Well, there was paths down to, down to Key Springs Road. Now, I don't know if our parents would have liked some of the things we did down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But we played in the caves. We played, you know, we just knew we had to be home at certain times and we just did what we wanted ... We roller-skated. I can remember roller-skating down Kentucky Avenue down to Blankenship Field.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: I can remember roller-skating down Outer Drive. We just did a lot of things like that. Rode our bikes everywhere, went swimming in the summer. Lived at the swimming pool.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: I bet everybody did, didn't they?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah, we all did, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.

MRS. MATTHEWS: No air conditioning and our dads all, pretty much, worked shifts in the early days.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So you need to get the little ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You needed to be out of the house.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... bratty kids out of the house so dads could sleep. (laughter) There you go.

MR. MCDANIEL: I saw something on Facebook, I posted it the other day and it kind of reminded me of that and it was talking about how parents are today and how they're helicopter parents.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And they're always planning. It said, "What did our mom do? She locked us outside and ... drank a Tab."
MRS. MATTHEWS: Came in ... came in for meals and went back out again. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, that's exactly right. She locked us outside.
MRS. MATTHEWS: It was ... it was a great life and I would give... I wouldn't give anything for  the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how long did you live up on ...?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Until 1950.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We ... we moved down ... Daddy got a ... was still on the list for a cemesto. We got a C house on Maple Lane and we lived there, in fact, my mom lived there until she died in 1989.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Ok. 

MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes. So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where's Maple?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Maple is off of Michigan.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: It's ... We lived on the corner Meadow and Maple.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I know where Maple is.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah, we lived on the corner of Maple and Meadow ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ...from 1950 until, well until I went away to school and lots of kids, in fact, they had a ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It was still kind of the same neighborhood ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: Same neighborhood, same kids.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Same playground.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Walked up the hill to Cedar Hill instead of walking down the hill.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you were close to, you were closer to Jackson Square, to Town Site at that time.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, yes, oh, yes. We spent a lot of time walking down through the woods to Jackson Square because that was, that was the town then.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was the hub, wasn't it?
MRS. MATTHEWS: That was Town Site. It wasn't called Jackson Square back then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: It was called, "Town Site." And the Ridge Theater and sledding at the Chapel-on-the-Hill, which kids still do now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Which kids still do. I took my kids to do that, that's for sure.

MRS. MATTHEWS: It's what you do.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's a tradition.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah. But no, we could walk. The library was down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: My dad was a huge reader and he could walk, we would walk to the library down Michigan Avenue or through the woods sometimes, cart books back up the hill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that when the library was in the little house next to the ... ?
MRS. MATTHEWS: It was in what was called the Ridge Rec Hall.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, now. 

MRS. MATTHEWS: It's, now it was, I think it was a seminar center. It's across from where the Alexander is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And that's where the library was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, the ... A woman was telling me, before that, there was a house that was up next to Chapel-on-the-Hill that they had a library that was the public library.

MRS. MATTHEWS: I don't remember that.

MR. MCDANIEL: That must have been the very first ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: That must have been the very, very first.

MR. MCDANIEL: Very early on.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Because we were, when we lived on Latimer Road, I don't remember going to the library. Course, I was eight years old then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. MATTHEWS: But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So you all would go down there and haul books back, huh?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah, we would haul books back from the library. Like I say, my dad was a big reader and he expected us to become big readers, which we all three are.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Still.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And ... but it was a great library. I mean, like I say before, when they needed books, they got books.

MR. MCDANIEL: They got them.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And we read a lot ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
 MRS. MATTHEWS: ... in my home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. MATTHEWS: No television back then.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what I was about to ask. I guess ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: You had radio.

MR. MCDANIEL: Had radio.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We had radio but we had no television. And my dad didn't want any television even when it came in at first.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Now, did you have TV in your home while you were living at home?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes, yes, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, before you ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: We didn't get it until I was a senior year in high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Then, we finally talked my dad into it, or my mom did, I think. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Main thing he did, it was almost the -- the way we did it was, it was time for the Democratic and Republican conventions ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... and the first time they were going to be televised.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So I can remember that we did that.

MR. MCDANIEL: He decided ... he decided that was a good thing to have.
MRS. MATTHEWS: He got the television and watched those, watched those conventions because Dad thought that was a good thing for us to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. Now what was ... Tell me what high school ... where did you go to middle school?
MRS. MATTHEWS: I went to Jefferson Junior High.

MR. MCDANIEL: Which was at ...?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Which was at the old, where Robertsville is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: The high school was up on Kentucky where Blankenship Field is and we went to Jefferson, it was Jefferson Junior High. There was only one junior high then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And we went to seventh and eighth grade there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Seventh and eighth. Exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: When I was there, they had seventh, eighth and ninth, but in the ninth grade was when they built the new high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: The new high school, right. (laughter) (coughs) Excuse me.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So we were ... My class was the first class, ninth grade class, to be in the high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: In fact, my class is the first class to have gone all the way through school ...

MR. MCDANIEL: In the new high school... ?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Our class ... Oh, from elementary through high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: My class. There's a picture that I have at home of some of the original people from Oak Ridge sitting under the big oak tree that used to be at the high school. And there was an article about the fact that our class had gone all the way through. First class.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was the first class to do that ...

MRS. MATTHEWS: To be able to do that.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... was able to do that.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.

MRS. MATTHEWS: So that's exciting.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Real exciting.

MR. MCDANIEL: What do you remember about Jefferson? Anything specific?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, yeah, I remember skunks that got under the -- it was very prefabricated.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I remember we used to have to evacuate the building sometimes when skunks got under it. There's a lot of walking because the gym, where the gym is now at Robertsville and the high school, we would have to walk down to the gym and I remember I always wanted to go have classes in the old part of the school. I guess that was the old Robertsville School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: The brick structure.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And it has this fire, I don't know what you'd call it, where you would slide down the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, kind of fire escape type thing.
MRS. MATTHEWS: A fire escape thing, but that was where the ninth graders were.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So we always looked forward to doing that but we never got to because we moved to the high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Because you moved to the high school.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Another thing in our class is that we had badges here in Oak Ridge. Kids had badges when they became twelve.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: When we became twelve, that was in 1949 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ohhh...

MRS. MATTHEWS: ... and they opened the gates and my class -- and we still talk about that -- that we never got to have a badge.

MR. MCDANIEL: You were the first ones to never get a badge.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We never got to get a badge. At some of our reunion get-togethers we have, people, we talk about that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Still complain about not getting badges. 

MRS. MATTHEWS: We have friends in the Class of '54 who have their badges.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, of course, of course.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And they delight in showing them -- a lot of them still have them.

MR. MCDANIEL: The ... So do you remember the day they opened the gates? Do you ... ? 

MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, yes. I was there in Jackson Square, well down on Tennessee Avenue when they had the big parade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I remember Rod Cameron falling off his horse. Because I understand, he was drunk.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. That's the story.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I can remember Marie McDonald. I remember all the bands and everything. It was quite a day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Have you seen my documentary called, "Operation: Open Sesame"?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes. Yes, I have, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, it was quite the day. It was quite the day. I discovered some footage the other day that I didn't have when I made the film but it's of the vice president speaking. I mean, this was -- I had a little bit but this was extensive footage of him speaking.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, ok.
MR. MCDANIEL: So ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: There's, I mean, we had a lot of parades back then. I mean, of course that was the way it was during World War II. I can remember living in Chattanooga and all these parades.

MR. MCDANIEL: All these parades.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I think people were more patriotic back then than they are now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah. We had a parade -- we had Fire Prevention Parades, there was all kinds of parades always in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: They don't do that anymore.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. They barely have a Christmas parade.

MRS. MATTHEWS: I know. I know. We used to have some good Christmas parades.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet, I bet. So you got out of junior high ...

MRS. MATTHEWS: Mmm-hmmm...

MR. MCDANIEL: And the difference between the junior ... junior high and middle school is junior high was, well, there's ... it was ... 

MRS. MATTHEWS: It's seventh, eighth and ninth.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was seventh ... yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: When I was there in junior high.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. But most of the time junior high was just seventh and eighth.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: And  ... there's teaching philosophy that differentiates them but we're not going to go into that because I don't know that I know it.

MRS. MATTHEWS: (laughter) I don't know it either.

MR. MCDANIEL: Because I went to a junior high, too, so ... So you went into high school and what was that like? What do you remember about high school?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Well the first thing I remember is that they gave us all maps.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did they?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Because it was brand new, no one had ever been there before and we had to find our way and you would have phys. ed. down in the gym and you might have to go all behind the auditorium for your next class.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I can remember running, we all ran, in trying to get to class on time. It was quite a ... That was the first time we'd ever changed classes, too, because back then, you had one teacher for seventh grade, one teacher for eighth grade. You didn't -- you had art and music and those kinds of things, but you had one teacher through your basic curriculum.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Exactly, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But, that's the first thing I remember. High school was a great experience for me. I enjoyed high school. Like I say, we had friends that we re-met from different schools and everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We all came together again.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And our class has been very close. We're going to have our 60th high school reunion this June.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: And we have lots of folks that come. It's a very close-knit group.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you think that a part of that is just because you all were so close ...?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... in school?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes, I do. I think we all had, we all had the same shared experiences, you know. Whereas if you live in Knoxville or other places where you have different areas to live, we all had the same, we all did the same things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah. Went to the Center Theater on on Saturday morning and watched cowboy movies and serials and cartoons, you know, all that stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MRS. MATTHEWS: And everybody did that. Everybody went to the Ridge or the Grove on Friday or Saturday, too, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: And people, some of the things that people -- and I want you to address this -- was, there seemed to be no class distinction.
MRS. MATTHEWS: There was no class distinction. You didn't know what anybody's parents did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We'd ask my dad, you know, like all kids, do, you know, “Daddy, what do you, you know, what do you do at work?” He would tell us he made Jell-O. That's what he used to say to us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: You know, we just took that as, you know, we just took that as, Ok, Daddy makes Jell-O. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: And he was a chemist so, probably wasn't too far from the truth.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Well, whatever he was doing ... Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But I think that there was no class. You could be living next door to someone whose dad was a really high up official.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: In AEC or out at one of the plants or anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So I think that, I think that has a lot to do with our being so close.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly, exactly. And as, like when I was growing up, there was the ... the city kids and then there were the country kids. So you didn't have that in Oak Ridge.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, no. No.

MR. MCDANIEL: At all.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And you got to remember, we were enclosed. No one got in unless they had permission to come in.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Everyone had a job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep.
MRS. MATTHEWS: There was no lower class. I mean, people may have, their dads may have made more money than others, but during the war and right after the war, you couldn't get hardly anything. Everybody had to stand in the same lines to get ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... to get the things that were rationed and everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: And also the, if you lived in Oak Ridge, you had to have a job.
MRS. MATTHEWS: You had to have a job.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, you know, you had to be here for a reason.
MRS. MATTHEWS: That's right. You had to have a job or you weren't here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I think that makes a big difference.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And, like I say, no one knew what anybody's dad did because you couldn't talk about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep, yep.

MRS. MATTHEWS: And we were always warned, you know, that you didn't talk about what went on in Oak Ridge. We didn't know anyway, as kids.

MR. MCDANIEL: A friend of mine, or a fellow that I interviewed, speaking of that, he said he had a friend who lived in Knoxville was convinced that Oak Ridge was a huge socialist experiment.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, my. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: And so his, he had his friend come to visit to see what Oak Ridge was like and when he left, he was even more convinced that it was a socialist ... because if you think about it ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: Mainly because we were all ... We were ruled by Roane-Anderson. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I mean, they had control of all the housing, anything. I mean, if they wanted to paint your house at two in the morning, if you were on the schedule, they would come at two in the morning.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes. Wow.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And paint your house. If they wanted to put coal in the coal bin in the middle of the night, they put coal in the coal bin in the middle of the night. I can remember that very well ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... my mother having a fit because they came to paint the house and they came like about five in the morning and I can remember how angry she was about that, but couldn't do a thing about it because that part of Oak Ridge was on the list to be painted.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And they just come in and paint and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: They'd paint around you, didn't they?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah. I mean, and you had no choice of color either.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: It was going to be green or grey.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: It was going to be Army colors mainly.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep, yep.
MRS. MATTHEWS: They did finally get some blue, as I recall.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did they?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah, but (laughter) So we were under the control of Roane-Anderson basically.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Plus especially when the Army left.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: After the Army left.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, exactly, exactly. So you graduated in ... ?
MRS. MATTHEWS: '55.

MR. MCDANIEL: '55. And then what did you do?
MRS. MATTHEWS: I went to Emory University.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. In Atlanta?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Full scholarship to Emory in Atlanta.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.

MRS. MATTHEWS: And I stayed there until I got very ill and had to leave.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I got married. Not to Conner.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But my first husband was killed in an automobile accident.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: In '74.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you ... Where were you living?
MRS. MATTHEWS: We had been in Virginia. We lived in Virginia and we came ... He was in the Navy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And we came back to Oak Ridge in 1960.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And been here ever since.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, so you came back to Oak Ridge in 1960?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes, my son, my youngest son was born here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: What did ... what did your husband do here in Oak Ridge?

MRS. MATTHEWS: My husband was a lawyer at DOE [Department of Energy], my first husband was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, your first husband ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: But after I put him through school ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... and all that, went through all of that, he came back from the Navy and worked as a electronics technician at Y-12 while he was going to school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And then he went to law school after he got his bachelor's degree.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And then, I don't know. We've just been here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure. Now what was his name?
MRS. MATTHEWS: His name was Bill Clary. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And he went to Oak Ridge High School and graduated in 1954.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, so you knew each other ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: I, we, they lived up the hill off on Milton Lane.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right below Cedar Hill school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So I grew up, his sister was my age we were all in the same grade, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: On Maple and Mannor Road when we were growing up and in high school, they counted and we won some kind of award. There was 98 kids on Meadow, Meade Land and Maple Lane.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: We all played together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I mean, everybody played together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And when we were in high school, we had our own -- we had what we call a dance club in high school and we met at each other’s' homes and we danced and we, you know, played music and everything. And the main thing in the summer was sit on my, the steps. My steps went down to Maple Lane.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Everybody in the neighborhood, in summer, you know, no air conditioning ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... so you sat outside until it got cool enough to go in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And we all sat there. We played ball in the streets and everything, so we had a -- and we all walked to the high school most of the time. Walked home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And so we, we all stuck together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember any specific teachers at the high school that made an impression on you?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, oh, goodness, yes. Miss Mars who was my, a math teacher, was one of my favorites. Mrs. Swain, my Latin teacher that I really liked and Mr. Asher, I guess, biology one and biology two ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... was probably my very, very favorite teacher. I had good experiences and good teachers, practically.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: A couple were not as good.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Which I still remember them, too. We don't want to put their names on a tape. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I'm sure other people would tell you the same thing. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: But, one of the kind of the recurring themes for the teachers were, these were top notch teachers.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Absolutely. Absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, that's a ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: And, like you say, they had all the resources they needed for good teaching.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And most of them were, had Master's degrees.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I think the majority of teachers there had Master's or even doctorate degrees ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ...when they came and I had several teachers who my kids had when they ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: When they went, when they got to high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: There were still some of the same teachers there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: So they weren't as old as we thought they were.

MR. MCDANIEL: I think most of them were young.
MRS. MATTHEWS: There's one teacher still left and that's Margaret Gottshall. I don't know if you've interviewed her.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-uh. No.
MRS. MATTHEWS: She is a treasure. You need ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. MATTHEWS: She's still, she's in her 90s, she still volunteers at the museum.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes, and she, and she's, her mind, at least the last time I talked to her, she, her mind is still really alert.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And she ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Margaret Gottshall.
MRS. MATTHEWS: She came during the, I guess she came with the Army. The Army brought her down here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MRS. MATTHEWS: And so she's still alive and I think she's the only teacher left ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... that we know of.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right. Well, I'll be sure to check in.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Conner knows her, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, good.
MRS. MATTHEWS: He told her who I was and she said, "I remember her. She was a little thin, black-haired girl." (laughter) "Who wasn't very good in physical education." And that's really true.

MR. MCDANIEL: How funny.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But, I do a newsletter every month for my classes in '54, '55 and '56 to keep us in touch. People write in in remembrance of things and we go through a whole lot of things and she called me and asked to be put on the distribution.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really.
MRS. MATTHEWS: For my newsletter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, well good.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Every now and then she gives me, she'll email me and tell me, "I remembered so and so" and all that. So that's pretty neat.

MR. MCDANIEL: That is pretty neat. That is pretty neat. So, you and your husband -- your first husband -- came back to Oak Ridge in '60.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: You put him through law school.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right. Then I went out to the Lab and started working out at the Lab.

MR. MCDANIEL: And when was that and what did you do?
MRS. MATTHEWS: In, I ... when I started, well, I was a summer student when I was in college ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... at the Lab and so I came back and I worked as a, I guess I started out as a clerk typist in the Metals and Ceramics Division.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I stayed there, well, I retired in 1994.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And so, I worked ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So you stayed there.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes. Ended up being a manager of human resources with that big division.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So I stayed ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Who were some of the folks that you worked for?
MRS. MATTHEWS: I worked for Jim Stiegler, I worked for Jim Weir. I worked for Ted Lundy. I worked for Peter Patriarchia, who was a really character.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I've worked for some characters. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Have you?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: How was he a character?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Well, he was a loud Italian.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And he, I've often told him before he died, last time I talked to him, I said, “You would be under the jail now for sexual harassment if you ... if you still ...”
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, right. Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: “If you were still were working.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: He was really a character. I enjoyed my years at the Laboratory.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I stayed all my years in that division.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you really?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes, I did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. So how many years did you have when you ... ?

MRS. MATTHEWS: Twenty-nine.

MR. MCDANIEL: Twenty-nine years.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Twenty-nine years.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.

MRS. MATTHEWS: And I stayed in that one division the whole time.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you saw a lot of changes at the Lab.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes. Yes, I did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, well tell me, talk about that a little bit.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Well, when I first went to work it was very, everything was classified, just about. You put your -- you took your platen out of the old typewriters and you had to put them in a, in the file drawer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really.
MRS. MATTHEWS: That was, that had to be locked. The guards would check them every, check the offices every night and you had to, of course, put everything up every night. Your, you couldn't have anything on your desk.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And as it, you know, as the Lab ventured out into things that were not classified, and probably a lot of the stuff that was going on wasn't classified then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But it was just the fact that they needed to keep the classified areas ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... and the reports and things like that we had to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And ... But then it became more, as it became more diversified out of the nuclear era, I guess ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... I was in a Division of Material Science and Technology which were developing a lot of materials for ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... for automobile industry and all of that. I don't know if you know about the High Temperatures Materials Lab out at the Lab. That was part of our division.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And that was built during the time when I was manager of human resources for that whole division.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So, it became a lot more open and I still wish they would open Bethel Valley Road back ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... so I  could walk ... So I could drive through there. Conner says he can make me a Friend of ORNL and I would ...

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go. 

MRS. MATTHEWS: Then I could get my badge, but ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. MATTHEWS: But I really think that's ridiculous having that closed off now, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... 9/11 changed a lot of things.

MR. MCDANIEL: It changed a lot of things. It certainly did.

MRS. MATTHEWS: It did.

MR. MCDANIEL: We used to drive through there because my in-laws lived in Lenoir City.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Well that's when --  I'd go to Lenoir City a lot and if I want to go into town, I have to go 95 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... and all the way through Oak Ridge ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... where it was a lot easier before.

MR. MCDANIEL: That is true. That is true. 

MRS. MATTHEWS: I remember the secrecy, especially when I was a summer student there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, talk about that.
MRS. MATTHEWS: When I was a summer student there, you didn't dare talk about you’re... You did not talk about anything workwise. People could ... would come up to people in the cafeteria, you know, and tell them to, you know, to quit talking. Things like that. But my mother and my sister and I all three worked out at the Lab.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And so I got to see them a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We were all in different divisions, of course.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But it was kind of a family affair. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Yes.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And ... But the secrecy of it and the ... I guess that made a real impression on me. How we had to lock everything up and all that. And we still had to do that for a number of years in our division because we did a lot of work for the Navy and we had a plutonium lab in our, in our division, which ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... was very, very, very classified and couldn't go in there unless you had a ... you know, you had to have a ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Had to have a reason.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Have a really good reason to go in there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And, as the years went by, the classification went down and down. They took away a lot of Q clearances. I did keep mine the whole time because I, we had groups at K-25 and I'd have to go out there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... at K-25 several times.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I was the chairman of the ORNL quote-unquote complaint board. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... if people ... Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about some complaints.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, it was just people being mistreated and supervisors that were, let's say there were some supervisors who should not be supervisors.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I had to, I had free rein to talk to Clyde Hopkins if I wanted to and I could go anywhere I wanted to get things resolved.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But there was just a lot. It was basically personnel type issues most of the time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... that I had to take care of, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you, do you remember anything ridiculous or were there lots of things ridiculous? (laughter)

MRS. MATTHEWS: Practically everything was ridiculous. (laughter) You know, some of them were just ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It's just people being people, right?

MRS. MATTHEWS: Well, and they would complain and they would file complaints and, there was one that was really hilarious. There was a girl who had been working there for a number of years and her boss, who meant nothing, who was one of the kindest, gentlest men I've ever known, and I knew him until his death.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: One day he called her, "babe."

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: And she filed a formal complaint after working for him for almost 20 years ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.

MRS. MATTHEWS: ... she filed this complaint. I guess that was the most ridiculous one I ever had to really take care of.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But that was in the days when sexual harassment was coming to the fore, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Women were not as afraid to tell what was going, you know, about things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.

MRS. MATTHEWS: But I thought that was ridiculous.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. Exactly. I had a lady who was, it was a couple of years ago, I went through the drive-thru at McDonald's and she said, "Here you go, sweetie." and she says, "I'm so sorry. I didn't mean to call you, "sweetie." I apologize." I said, "Honey, you can call me, "sweetie," anytime you want to." (laughter) That's perfectly fine with me.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But there are a lot of people that take ...

MR. MCDANIEL: They take offense at that.
MRS. MATTHEWS: They take offense at that. And, but after you've worked with some of them for 20 years, I can't believe he hadn't done it before.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, of course. (laughter) Exactly, exactly. If he was going to do it, he'd have done it by then. So ... So you said your first husband passed away in '74?

MRS. MATTHEWS: Right, uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. You were still working at the Lab.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I was still working at the Lab and I had two boys and they were 11 and 13.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Oh, my.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And so that was rough.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And ... But, you know, it all worked out fine ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... and then eight years later, I met Conner.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And then we got married in 1980.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: '81.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And we'll have our 35 wedding anniversary this year.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So and I acquired his three kids.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So I brought up -- my two boys were over at UT and then so I brought up three more teenagers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? They were younger.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah, his were younger than mine.

MR. MCDANIEL: Younger, ok. 

MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah, yeah. So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, well ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: And that's where we are. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: So you retired, what year did you say you retired?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Ninety-four.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ninety-four. So what have you been doing for 21 years?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, my goodness. Everything in the world. I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, compare what Oak Ridge is like for a young person, you were here as a young person, you were here as a working person in your middle part of life and I'm not saying you're at the latter part of life, but a retired person.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: What's ... What's it like?
MRS. MATTHEWS: It's very different.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh...
MRS. MATTHEWS: I feel sorry for young people in Oak Ridge. They don't have the ... I don't know. There's not the organizations or, I don't know. It just doesn't seem to be the same atmosphere for young people. And I understand why young people don't live here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And, the children don't have the freedom that we had because they can't have the freedom. I can't imagine a mother now letting her kids run through the woods at night after the movies, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Running up behind the Chapel on the Hill, going up in the woods and heading home. I mean, at night.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I think that kind of lack of security has changed this town a lot. Plus, I think the, there's a difference -- we have a lot of low, low income or no income people that have influence and have made it more polarized ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... than it was when I was growing up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And as being young. It's very couple oriented.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I think single people in Oak Ridge have a hard time and having a life in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I really believe that. I've seen that with my kids and ... But I just think the whole polarize -- there's a whole polarization in Oak Ridge, I think. There's the 'haves' ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: There's the class structure now.
MRS. MATTHEWS: There is a class structure now that's very sad to me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: It's very sad, having been ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Having been here when there wasn't one.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... through the whole ... Yeah, I think it's very polarizing and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, so you could, I mean, you know, you could say the good old days and really mean it.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Absolutely. We talk about, there's a person in the Class of '56 who came, I guess it was one of our, I don't really remember which reunion it is. But he wrote this thing called Camelot and we have used this a lot, with his permission, and talking about that we lived in a very, very special time. The '50s were a special time. We were getting over the war, people were beginning to make some money, there was jobs, you know, and our dads had all come home and ... from the war. And I just think we were in a very, very special Camelot-type time and he wrote a very, very interesting thing about Camelot and did it at one of our reunions.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And it's how we were so free, like we talked earlier.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: How free we were and how ... how we were ... We didn't know ... Life in Oak Ridge was very, we were very insulated. I mean ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... we were very, you know, people didn't lock the doors.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I can remember the milkman would come in and put the milk in the refrigerator.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: And the dry cleaning people would come in and hang it up on the wall. They would just come in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And you never thought anything about that. We never locked our doors in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And we were in and out of everybody's houses all the time, our friends, you know, it was just a ... It's sad I think now, I think it's really sad.

MR. MCDANIEL: And I guess ... I guess parents weren't afraid to straighten up unruly neighbor kids.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, no, no. We  learned, we knew if you misbehaved at a neighbors' house, they had the full authority ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... to do whatever they had to do. You know, we had lots of mothers and dads.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, exactly.

MRS. MATTHEWS: We, I mean our whole Maple Lane was, I mean, everybody's, everybody's parents looked after, if you were in their yard ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... you were under their rules, I mean, and that's the way, that's the way it worked.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure, sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And it was just very special and I hate it for the kids now days. Now, my boys, when they went through in school in the '70s, it was still pretty much a happy time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: But that was really starting with some of the ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: But it was just starting to begin ... My oldest, my youngest son graduated in '79.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I think things were starting to change right in that era. And I always said it's because they let the kids grow their hair long or something, I don't know. (laughter) But that was the era of the hippies and the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure, and the drugs and ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: And the drugs, you know, we never thought about that. Nothing like that in ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... when we were growing up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.

MRS. MATTHEWS: I mean, it was just nothing. But, number one, if anything had happened in Oak Ridge, you know, your parents got in trouble.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, exactly. 

MRS. MATTHEWS: You, I mean, if you ... and your parents, if you did anything criminal, your parents could lose their cl...

MR. MCDANIEL: Their ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: Their government clearance.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Their security clearance. And you knew that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I think, I don't remember, there was pranks and all the usual. We were kids.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But there was no ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Criminal activity.

MRS. MATTHEWS: No criminal, there was no criminal activity in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And the big thing that would happen is if there was a traffic fatality. There used to be big signs on the Turnpike, you know, how many days since the last traffic fatality.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. MATTHEWS: There was hardly any deaths. You know how now The Oak Ridger and all the papers, you know, there's a lot of obituaries now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Very seldom ... I remember when the first cemetery opened.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: In fact, my dad was one of the first ones buried in that cemetery.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Mmm-hmm, he died in 1958.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did he?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So he died young.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes, he had spinal meningitis.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did he really?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And ... but, you know, if someone died in Oak Ridge, it was a major ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.

MRS. MATTHEWS: because everyone was so young that came here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, when Oak Ridge first started, there were no funeral homes.
MRS. MATTHEWS: No. There were no funeral homes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And there were no old people.

MR. MCDANIEL: There were no old people.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I consider, you know, people think, probably, I'm old, I don't feel old, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But there were no 78-year-old, 77-year-old people here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MRS. MATTHEWS: And that, I think that makes a big difference.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, they said the average age was around 27.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah. And with all the dorm, there's just dormitories everywhere ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... and everything was open, the cafeterias and everything were open 24 seven ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... and it was just like a, I don't know, I guess a lot of people would have thought it was a zoo. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you all ... most people who, like your situation, came here, you know, ate at home but occasionally, I guess, you would go out to eat. Did you?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Very, very seldom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Very seldom.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We went to the Oak Ridge to the Oak Terrace, White Pine Room. My dad bowled. That was a big, big thing for Daddy to bowl and we would get to go eat supper and watch him bowl.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah, I can remember we had ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was that at the Oak Terrace.
MRS. MATTHEWS: It was the Oak Terrace.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: It was down below, the Oak ... The Oak Terrace ... The White Pine Room and the bowling alley was on the lower ...

MR. MCDANIEL: On the lower level.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... lower level.

MR. MCDANIEL: On the back side, right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Mmm-hmm. The back side. And we had dances in the upper, in the Starlight Room.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: In the Oak, the Oak Terrace. But the Oak Terrace and the Mayflower finally came.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Which we liked that. Of course, there was cafeterias when we first came.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But we very seldom went ... You just didn't go out to eat. You ate at home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And then the Snow White, we had the Snow White Drive-in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: That was the only quote-unquote fast food place in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: There just wasn't any ... anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And you didn't, back in the early days, people didn't have many cars ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... so they didn't go to Knoxville for dinner. You never thought, you just didn't think about things like that. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: You were at home for dinner.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep.
MRS. MATTHEWS: That was the rule.

MR. MCDANIEL: But, I guess, a special treat most of the drugstores would have soda jerks and counters.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, we had, oh, yeah, we had Service Drug Store, we had Service Drug Store which we went to a lot after the movies and the football games.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where was that?
MRS. MATTHEWS: It's where Big Ed's is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And if you go into Big Ed's and on the left, the original, some of the original booths are there to the left when you go into Big Ed's.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, yeah ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: And, but that was Service Drug Store and they let us hang out there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: There's Pine Valley Drug Store, which we stopped on the way home from school. From the high school, we would walk from the high school to Pine Valley and stop there and get a Coke or something, you know, and then walk back -- walk up through the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, Pine Valley, was that on New York? 

MRS. MATTHEWS: It was on New York.

MR. MCDANIEL: Across from where the school administration building is now.
MRS. MATTHEWS: The school, that was Pine Valley School then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And then we'd walk behind Pine Valley and there was a boardwalk up to Melbourne Road which, then we would take a left through the woods and out to Maple, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We did that, we walked ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You did that every day, didn't you?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah, except, you know, when it was really bad.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We rode the bus.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And in snow, you know, when we had snow in Oak Ridge, which we had a lot of, we didn't get out of school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Kids were told to walk to the bottom of the hills and we caught the bus down on Tennessee Avenue.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And no one would let kids do that now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course not. (laughter) Of course not.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I had a paper route. I carried the [Knoxville] News Sentinel and the Oak Ridger and one of my friends and I did that and we had a wagon and we would put the papers, especially on Sunday, the Sentinel ...
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... we would ride our wagon down Michigan Avenue and we delivered papers all the way down to those, you know the Broadway Apartments?

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh. Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And we, I can't believe we collected, went to collect, we had to collect back then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Collect money for them, sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: They didn't just mail the money in to the papers ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... you ... and going in those, we would go in those apartments, never afraid at all. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I can remember Nick Orlando. This was before Nick Orlando got married, he lived in those apartments and he was the best tipper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah, he would tip us every time. We never had a fear.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But we all delivered papers and, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That sounds like almost a perfect place to grow up.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Idyllic. Idyllic.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, a perfect childhood.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Very idyllic.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: We had a lot of fun. We had a lot of ... We had a cemetery next door to us. One of the old ones.

MR. MCDANIEL: One of the old ones, sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And, oh, we used to do all kinds of things in that cemetery. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure, I'm sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah, I have pictures of some of my friends that we'd put their heads on one of the headstones, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: You know, we'd take the pictures and all this kind of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: The ... So, back to my original question, I didn't get your answer.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, yeah, where were we?

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, what are you doing now? I mean, what have you done since you retired?
MRS. MATTHEWS: I, well, I do water exercise three days a week. I work out at the gym. I, like I told you earlier, I do a newsletter ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... for my classes. I'm on my reunion committee. I keep all the databases for all the classes of '54, '55 and '56.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I, we, I plan reunions. We travel. And when we do travel, I write a journal and, like I say, do DVDs of all the pictures ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... and give them to people. I do that. We visit out grandkids. All our kids and grandkids are not here, they all live somewhere else.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So we visit them. But we like to travel. I just stay extremely busy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Have a lot of good friends in Oak Ridge. I have a group I've been eating breakfast with now since we retired 20 years, it'll be 20 years in January, we have hardly missed a Wednesday.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Wednesday. Every week?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Every week.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. MATTHEWS: They call us the Book Ladies at Shoney’s. We meet in Lenoir City Shoney’s every Wednesday. They call us the Book Ladies there. We don't order from the menu, they know exactly what we're going to eat and we have books. We all share our books and we're all readers. All of us are readers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So we have books piled up on the table and, you know, everybody takes them and everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: So I'm busy with that. I volunteer at the Y and the Nearly New Shop.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MATTHEWS: It's not the Y anymore it's the East Tennessee Family Services I think the name of it is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...

MRS. MATTHEWS: And we're active in our church. And so, I don't have many spare moments.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure.

MRS. MATTHEWS: Always have a project going. I like to have projects going.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I have scrapbooks. I have a scrapbook that began the day Conner and I got married. Conner and I have 75 scrapbooks ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... up to last week.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yes. I can ... and the kids love it and the grandkids love it because if they get in an argument about when something happened, somebody'll say, "Go get one of the books."

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And they go find the books with the pictures we can settle the argument right away. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah. So, I like to do things like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: So Oak Ridge is still a good place to live. I mean, it's, you know.
MRS. MATTHEWS: It's a good place to live. I think that there's too much politics.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Which happens in every community, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: Not as bad as others, I think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I think that one thing that I think that we need to understand is that Oak Ridge is not the '40s Oak Ridge. And I think that we don't have enough forward-thinking folks that are making decisions.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right .
MRS. MATTHEWS: I think that they want to live -- and I can understand that, I understand how they want to live the way we lived in the '40s and the '50s but it won't work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: It's not going to work now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I think, that bothers me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But it's still a good place to live. I wouldn't still be here, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And if we have, we raised all our kids here and they've had great educations. I can't say enough about the schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: I would never have survived Emory if I hadn't gone to Oak Ridge High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MATTHEWS: Yeah, because lot of the classes were things I had already had at Oak Ridge High School. And I think you'll find that most people who have gone through Oak Ridge schools, 'specially back in the day ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: will tell you that the education we got here in Oak Ridge was absolutely superb.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's, everybody I've ever talked to that ...

MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, yeah ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... went to Oak Ridge school ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... almost everybody feels exactly the same way.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, yeah. It was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And, you know, I have a son who's a junior in high school so he's preparing to go to college.
MRS. MATTHEWS: Oh, he's doing ... right, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And when he first started school they said, listen, said, we want them, we want to prepare them for college. We want their first year of college to be easy. They said, because enough going on in your life without having to ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: Absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... be slammed by academics.
MRS. MATTHEWS: My college roommate almost flunked out because she was from a little place in Georgia and she had, when we were in chemistry, she'd had the football coach for chemistry in her high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Sure.
MRS. MATTHEWS: She didn't have a "chemistry" teacher ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ...like we did and a number of people I knew had a lot of problems and we didn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And I think it, and they weren't, it wasn't that they were so very hard on us. We had great teachers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Just knew how to teach.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And we had, like I say, we had all the resources we ever would need.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: And we had a faculty, I guess they were in the same boat we were in because they came from everywhere ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. MATTHEWS: And so they were a real ... I think the faculties were a lot closer ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MATTHEWS: ... back then. When I look back on it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. MATTHEWS: But ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, is there anything else you want to say before we ... 

MRS. MATTHEWS: I've probably said too much. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: No, that's fine. That's fine.

MRS. MATTHEWS: No, I can't think of anything. I, like I say, I'm glad you're doing this so because the memory is dying in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly, exactly. Well, thank you so much for ...
MRS. MATTHEWS: Well, you're very welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... taking time to talk with us.
MRS. MATTHEWS: You're very welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right, good.
[End of Interview]
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