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MR. HUNNICUTT: …Madge Dyer Newton, called Sunshine, in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, on November 19, 2007, to take Dot Gordon’s Oral History interview about coming to Oak Ridge, Tennessee, in the early days.
[Break in Audio]

MR. HUNNICUTT: It is Monday November 19, 2007. I’m here with Dot Gordon and she’s going to relate her experiences in early Oak Ridge. Dot, when did you first come to Oak Ridge?

MRS. GORDON: In October 1945.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what was your maiden name when you came to Oak Ridge?

MRS. GORDON: Well, at that point I was divorced and my name was Dorothy Carter.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And where did you first live when you first came to Oak Ridge?

MRS. GORDON: At 125 Wellington Circle.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type of house was that?

MRS. GORDON: Flattop.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Flattop. So what was your first job when you got to Oak Ridge?

MRS. GORDON: Chauffeur.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And chauffeur could mean a lot. Who did you chauffeur?

MRS. GORDON: Well, anybody that needed to be chauffeured. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now what was…

MRS. GORDON: [inaudible] the people that had to travel in and out of the plants, to different places and into Knoxville.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Were you hired by the military to be a chauffeur? Who did you work for?

MRS. GORDON: I worked for, well, I was hired in with Union Carbide.  [inaudible].
MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok.

MRS. GORDON: I worked in the Transportation Department at that time. There was a Transportation Department.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What do you remember about early Oak Ridge, when you first came?

MRS. GORDON: Well, everybody rode buses, and you rode buses to the plants. You walked wherever you went because you didn’t have cars. Most of us didn’t. Mainly, when I came here, I had two girls. I was divorced and I had two girls that I had to take to school. That was my main project for going to work: getting a job, and to educate my two girls. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: How old were your two girls?

MRS. GORDON: They were, when I came here, Carol was four, and Ann was six. They went through the school system in Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Oak Ridge school system. Do you remember which grammar school they attended early on?

MRS. GORDON: Linden. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Linden.

MRS. GORDON: Yes, Linden, then Jefferson, and then Oak Ridge High. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me some of the people that you remember that you chauffeured?

MRS. GORDON: Well, at this point I don’t remember a lot of names. They were mainly division heads, department heads at the plants. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, and where did you chauffeur them to?
MRS. GORDON: To Knoxville mainly. Some of them were going to the Castle-on-the-Hill or to the interview departments, but mainly when I chauffeured them, we went into Knoxville. They had places there. You know, at that time, you didn’t know where they were going, you just took them wherever they wanted to go.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you took a VIP to a place in Knoxville, and they got out, what did you do until it was time for them to, for you to chauffer them back to Oak Ridge? 

MRS. GORDON: I waited in the car. Sometimes they would take me to eat. [Inaudible] go out to eat. At that time, a lot of them would go to the airport in Knoxville, and they had me two or three times to eat with them there and I did. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So just for curiosity, in the winter time, you sat in the car while they were inside, you probably ran the heater that stayed on. Is that correct?

MRS. GORDON: You know, I don’t remember that. 

[Break in audio]

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, so what was another job you had working in Oak Ridge?

MRS. GORDON: Well, from the chauffer, I went into the transportation office and worked as a clerk, a junior clerk. From there, Bob [inaudible] called and asked me to come be his [inaudible]. He interviewed me and I went to work for him in Maintenance Division.
MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, which plant was this?

MRS. GORDON: K-25.

MR. HUNNICUTT: K-25. What about after that? How long did you work that job?

MRS. GORDON: Well, I worked there, gee, I can’t remember how long I worked there, but I went from there over to the big U building in 3031, and worked under [inaudible] who worked for Bob [inaudible].
MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you know what the process was at K-25 when you were there?

MRS. GORDON: No. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Didn’t have a clue?

MRS. GORDON: Didn’t have a clue.
MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ask anybody?

MRS. GORDON: No, because we were not allowed to ask anybody. 

[Break in audio]

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you were in Oak Ridge, what did you do for entertainment? I know you had two young daughters, so that took most of your time, but when you had some time, what did you do for entertainment? 

MRS. GORDON: Well, we mainly went to the tennis courts for dances in the evenings. Of course, I was affiliated with church and we went to church and Sunday School, every Sunday with my girls. My parents were here and my mother took care of my children while I worked. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: That brings up an interesting question about your parents. What were their names?

MRS. GORDON: Joe T. Veazey, V-E-A-Z-E-Y.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What did, what brought them to Oak Ridge? What did they do when they came to Oak Ridge?

MRS. GORDON: They came here from hearing about it. They lived in [inaudible], Tennessee, and they heard about it, came here to Knoxville and he was hired in the Knoxville office. My father worked in shipping and receiving.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did your mother work while she was here?

MRS. GORDON: No, she didn’t work.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now you mentioned going to the tennis courts for dancing? Which tennis courts? Was that Jackson Square, or down at Jefferson?

MRS. GORDON: Jackson Square. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So you heard Pollock Sound, Bill Pollock and his sound. He provided the music for the dancing. Was that every night, or was that weekends? How often did you go?
MRS. GORDON: I can’t remember, but we did it often. That was the main entertainment that we had, with the people that we worked with.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How about the Ridge Rec Hall? Did you attend any dances or functions there?

MRS. GORDON: Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: That was on Kentucky Avenue across from Town Hall, is that correct? 

MRS. GORDON: [inaudible].

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, what else did you do for recreational purposes?
MRS. GORDON: I bowled.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When did you start bowling?

MRS. GORDON: That I can’t remember, but it was early on because that was part of the girls club that we had at the plant that they organized, a bowling league.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where did you bowl?

MRS. GORDON: At West Village.

MR. HUNNICUTT: West Village, would that be the Paragon?

MRS. GORDON: Yes, that’s what it would be. 

[Break in audio]

MR. HUNNICUTT: I believe that was called the Jefferson Sports Center at that time. It later became the Paragon, and Joe Young was the owner of that facility in the early days, I believe. What about shopping? Where did you do the most of your shopping?

MRS. GORDON: In Knoxville. We had to go to Knoxville to go shopping.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok. So how did you get to Knoxville? 

MRS. GORDON: I rode the bus. That was about the only thing we had transportation-wise. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So you took a bus to Knoxville. What about shopping in Oak Ridge, the Jackson Square area?

MRS. GORDON: I don’t remember a whole lot about shopping there. I remember going to the grocery store. We had to get in line to get things that were rationed and I stood in line quite a few times at Jackson Square.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That seems to be the norm for everyone in those days, to stand in line for something. In Jackson Square, there were several stores up there, can you remember Miller’s Department Store in Jackson Square?

MRS. GORDON: Yes, I do. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall whether that was the very first department store on Broadway in Jackson Square?

MRS. GORDON: No, I don’t. I don’t remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT: There is some controversy about that. There was Miller’s, then Taylor’s, then Loveman’s, which came later. I’m trying to determine about Taylor’s and Miller’s, but you don’t remember either one of those. 
MRS. GORDON: I remember both of them, but I don’t remember which one was first, which group.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, how about movies? Did you every attend any of the movie theaters?

MRS. GORDON: Not very often. I didn’t.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You didn’t have much time with two young children and going to work. You didn’t have much time, did you?

MRS. GORDON: No, I didn’t have a lot of time because when I came home I helped my mother with things, and helped them with shopping, grocery shopping and what have you.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, did your parents have a car, or how did…?

MRS. GORDON: No. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So everything you did was either on foot, or you got on the bus and go wherever.
MRS. GORDON: Until I bought a car in 1951.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So when you went on the bus to do grocery shopping, and you had bags of groceries, that seems like it would be a very inconvenient kind of thing to try to handle on a bus, especially with all the people on the bus, probably in the same situation, full of groceries. Do you remember anything that stands out that was funny or dangerous, anything at all, during your early days of Oak Ridge, that you recall.

MRS. GORDON: Well, at this moment, I can’t think of anything because I guess I was so tied down with raising two girls that I didn’t get into a lot of the extra things other than the Girl’s Club at K-25.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about a telephone? Did you have a telephone?

MRS. GORDON: No. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did your parents have a telephone?

MRS. GORDON: Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: I’m sure it was a party line telephone, where you could pick up and listen to other people talk, couldn’t you?

MRS. GORDON: You know I don’t remember that. They did when they lived in West Tennessee. We had a party line. I don’t remember having that here. 

[Break in audio]

MR. HUNNICUTT: So how long did you work at K-25? 

MRS. GORDON: Until October of 1981. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: You retired from there and what have you been doing in your spare time, all this time?

MRS. GORDON: Well, first one thing and then another. I worked part-time at Merle Norman Cosmetics. That was part-time. Then I worked for [inaudible] and helped her until she closed her store. [Inaudible], and now I’m a volunteer at the church.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Which church is that?

MRS. GORDON: First United Methodist, and I work down there about 20 hours a week.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Very good.

[Break in audio]

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me a little about what we call Downtown today. The new stores, that were built about 1955, most of everybody in the Jackson Square area ended up down there, businesses. You worked at Merle Norman and that was in Downtown. 

MRS. GORDON: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Name some of the stores you remember that were Downtown.

MRS. GORDON: Well, across from us was the Cloth Shop there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What year was this that you went down there?
MRS. GORDON: I really don’t. It was after ’81. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok.

MRS. GORDON: Then Bates Cafeteria was down there in that shopping mall. J.R. Jewelers. Was [inaudible] down there at one time? Revco and Nettie Lee’s shop and, I can’t remember. There was another thrift shop. Conley Morris’ was a thrift shop and there was a bank there. Going from one end to the other is what I’m doing. I’m trying to remember. There was a little restaurant there. It was called [inaudible]. I can’t remember… [inaudible] I can’t remember.

[Break in audio]

MR. HUNNICUTT: That’s probably Loveman’s Department Store, your trying to recall. Just a best guess. Ok, so where are you living today, present day?

MRS. GORDON: Well, I’m at 100 Norton Road, off of New York, and I’ve been there since 1960. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type of cemesto house…?

MRS. GORDON: An A house.

MR. HUNNICUTT: An A house.

MRS. GORDON: I have remodeled and I have added a carport to mine. We remodeled in ’85, and put new siding on the outside. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, it’s been a pleasure talking to you and I thank you for your information. I’m not sure what I’m going to do with this, but maybe something will come out of it. Thank you.

MRS. GORDON: Thanks for asking.

[End of Part 1]

[Beginning Part 2]

MR. HUNNICUTT: …November 19, 2007. I, Don Hunnicutt sit down in the home of Madge Dyer Newton, in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take her Oak Ridge Oral History about the early days and also Dot Gordon, about the early days of Oak Ridge. 
[Break in audio]

MR. HUNNICUTT: [Inaudible] 19, 2007, here at Sunshine’s at 21 Bradford, Oak Ridge. Sunshine is an old Oak Ridger, early, she has been here a long time. And she’s going to relate some of her memories of early Oak Ridge. Sunshine, what is your name?

MRS. NEWTON: Madge Elizabeth Dyer Newton.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So how did you get the name Sunshine?

MRS. NEWTON: Mr. W.D. Eubanks was in the Expediting Department. Mr. W.D. Eubanks gave it to me because I was always smiling.
MR. HUNNICUTT: So, tell me about when you came to Oak Ridge. Where did you come from, how old were you and what did you do and why did you come out here?

MRS. NEWTON: Well, I attended Knoxville Business College for almost a year and didn’t graduate. I didn’t like math, things like that. So one day I thought, I had heard about the plants out here and they were hiring people out here. So I went to the Tennessee Eastman office and they handed me a typewriter and I couldn’t type [inaudible]. I used my paper and pen. So [inaudible]. I thought well, this ends my getting out to Oak Ridge. I walked around the corner there and I saw another sign that said Union Carbide Corporation, hiring. So, I went in and they had an old manual typewriters. I did about 50 words a minute. Then she said, “Can you take shorthand?”, and I said yes.  So I took shorthand, [inaudible], read it back, and they hired me. Then I came out about two days later, Union Carbide. I don’t know really how I got here, except by bus I’m sure from Powell. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: What year was that?

MRS. NEWTON: In ’44. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So you came out and you were hired in 1944. Where did you report to work?

MRS. NEWTON: [inaudible] building.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And that is at K-25.

MRS. NEWTON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So tell me what it was like the first day you went to work at K-25.

MRS. NEWTON: I was very scared. It was very hectic, a lot of people were there. People were running from one office to another and you thought, well, it’s never going to end. No asking questions, things like that. Finally, I got assigned to a dorm room. I took a bus from the plant and I always worried about getting off at the right place. It was up where the Garden Apartment buildings are now. I had to drag my one big case of luggage I had with all my clothes to the dorm I was assigned. [Inaudible] for a country girl who hadn’t been anywhere.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So how old were you at this time?

MRS. NEWTON: Maybe 21. Twenty or 21.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So did anyone attempt to assist you with that luggage, so you didn’t have to manhandle it?

MRS. NEWTON: I don’t remember if they did. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So the dorm, do you remember the dorm name?

MRS. NEWTON: No. It had a number. W something.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Those are the dorms that were on the Turnpike, close to Jefferson.

MRS. NEWTON: Right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Jefferson area.

MRS. NEWTON: We had a cafeteria where we got to eat. We had to walk up to the bus terminal there, I guess, to take the bus to the plant. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, the Jefferson Cafeteria is the building the Oak Ridge Atomic Museum was there at one time and since then it’s been other buildings. Now it was donated to the Boy’s Club and they tore it down. So, you lived in the dorm. You worked at K-25. You rode the bus back and forth. The buses were free to ride in those days, is that correct?

MRS. NEWTON: Yes, they were.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, what was your job when you were at K-25?
MRS. NEWTON: I was assigned to the Expediting Department. We had about maybe 25 to 30 people in the Purchasing Department. I was in the Purchasing Department, but I was in the expediting section. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember…

MRS. NEWTON: A stenographer.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Who was your boss? Do you remember who you worked for?

MRS. NEWTON: Mr. Trainer [sp?], Mr. [inaudible], different gentleman there. If someone were absent one day, you would take whatever they needed to be done. There were a lot of wires to vendors, uploads on shipments [inaudible] expediting.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me your experience on security briefings when they first hired you. What did they tell you?

MRS. NEWTON: They told us, you know, not to say anything to anybody about what you were doing and to keep it a secret. I don’t remember very much about that really.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok. So you sent wires to vendors. Did you list as Oak Ridge, [inaudible]?
MRS. NEWTON: We did. We just had notebooks of vendors. We sent wires every day. I know sometimes each person sent 50 or 60 wires in a day. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Can you recall some of the materials you were purchasing?

MRS. NEWTON: Some of the vendors were Westinghouse, General Electric, Civil Stationary, Wilcox and Babcock, and I don’t know, many, many people. [Inaudible] Carrier Corporation, and many in Knoxville. We called the vendors, suppliers in Knoxville. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So during your workday, what were the hours you worked?

MRS. NEWTON: We worked 8 to 4:30, I think, and we got the bus back to the dorm and then we ate at the cafeteria. We had a TNC Cafeteria uptown also.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you refer to uptown, you’re taking about Jackson Square?

MRS. NEWTON: That’s right. Finally, we got a dorm uptown. First, we moved to Bolton Hall down from the Hill. Bolton Hall was near the cafeteria, the Jefferson Cafeteria. Then we moved to Town Site to Claremont Hall.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Claremont Hall was right across from the Central Cafeteria.

MRS. NEWTON: No, it was on the corner near the Red Cross Building.
MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok. I know where you’re talking about now.  Where the hospital is.

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: In that area.

MRS. NEWTON: [Inaudible] quite some time, for a long time. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So approximately how long did you live in the dorm down at the Jefferson area before you moved.

MRS. NEWTON: A year or two, maybe.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Describe the inside of what a dormitory looked like in those days.

MRS. NEWTON: Well, Bolton Hall was nicer than the one on the Hill.

MR. HUNNICUTT: The one on the Hill is the one at Jefferson, is where you’re referring.

MRS. NEWTON: [Inaudible] Jefferson. The ones on the Hill were small and badly constructed. [Inaudible] made of wood. They were larger, had a little more room, in the dorm room [inaudible] more space for your clothes and things like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So you had a bed, and what else was in the dorm?

MRS. NEWTON: One little makeup, one little vanity with a mirror, maybe two drawers. I can’t remember now. We shared that. Me and my roommate shared that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: You had two people in a room.

MRS. NEWTON: Right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And you had to go down the hall to the bathroom and shower facility.

MRS. NEWTON: That’s right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So you moved up into the Jackson Square area then.

MRS. NEWTON: Claremont Hall.

MR. HUNNICUTT: At Claremont Hall. I presume you ate at the TNC Cafeteria and also Central Cafeteria.

MRS. NEWTON: That’s right. Yes, we did.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember which one had better food than the other, or were both about the same?

MRS. NEWTON: They were about the same.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you ever remember the story about people getting sick at the Central Cafeteria? Someone told me they had some bad fish and a number of people in town got sick. Did you hear about that?

MRS. NEWTON: No, I didn’t. I got sick from TNC. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Everybody got sick. 

MRS. NEWTON: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: In the early days, it’s my understanding that it was about three women for every man in Oak Ridge, at that time during the war, because most men were off serving the military in the war. Did that ratio seem to be right with you?
MRS. NEWTON: I don’t think so. I thought there were more men than women.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Really?

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I see. When you had spare time from working, other than working, I suppose you worked most the time.

MRS. NEWTON: We worked a lot of overtime, let me tell you.
MR. HUNNICUTT: A lot of overtime. What did you do for entertainment or recreation?

MRS. NEWTON: Well, we went to the Ridge Rec Hall for dances. We went to the Ridge Rec Hall for dances. Bill Pollock had the music. [Inaudible] Henry sang a lot. So, everybody enjoyed this. I don’t know how many nights they had the dances, but I know Sunday night was one night and maybe Friday nights. The dances were quite often and we went quite often. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: Also down on the tennis courts, they had open dances. 

MRS. NEWTON: Yes. That was in the summer time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What else did you do? Did you go to the movies?

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. We went to the movies a lot then. Went to church, [inaudible] Chapel-on-the-Hill, and the high school where the Methodist church was. I went to many of them. Then I started to trying to go [inaudible]. The early one was down [inaudible]. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: Where was the first place you started going?

MRS. NEWTON: Down in Midtown.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Middletown. 

MRS. NEWTON: In Middletown.

MR. HUNNICUTT: On the Turnpike where the Civic Center is.

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. [Inaudible] K-25, but it didn’t seem to last too long. I can’t remember, they started having several ladies [inaudible] K-25 plant, and then later we’d [inaudible]. We won several trophies.
MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember Mr. Len Hart running the bowling facility there?

MRS. NEWTON: Yes. I do. He had the one at Town Site also.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. The Central Bowling Alley, at Jackson Square.

MRS. NEWTON: Yes, he did. He was there all the time. One time I fell on the bowling alley. There was something sticky [inaudible]. [Laughter] So I kept on bowling. Then we went to [inaudible], bowled there a long time. After the tournaments, we would have drinks at my apartment before the tournament, and after the tournament. We had lots of fun. We always [inaudible].

MR. HUNNICUTT: Speaking of drinks, alcoholic drinks, how did you acquire alcohol in Oak Ridge in the early days? They had a ban on alcohol.

MRS. NEWTON: I didn’t drink for many years. [Inaudible].
MR. HUNNICUTT: Is that a cab company?

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. I didn’t drink for years. [Inaudible] but anyhow, I drank [inaudible] to Oakdale all night. [Inaudible] anyhow, we went and had a drink or two [inaudible] 22 or 23, I don’t remember, and then they [inaudible]. When we came back through the gate [inaudible]. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: [Inaudible] and did you go anywhere else?
MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. [Inaudible], but I was married when I came back here. [Inaudible] Oak Terrace. I think we bowled there longer than any other place. Also, [inaudible] Manhattan, excuse me, not the Manhattan Place, but the shopping center that is there now, there were bowling alleys.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Arc Lanes.
MRS. NEWTON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Down behind where CVS is. 

MRS. NEWTON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember Rosco Stevens who ran the Oak Terrace?

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. I do.

MR. HUNNICUTT: They had a restaurant in there. 

MRS. NEWTON: Rosco and [inaudible]. He was a great bowler also.  [Inaudible] instructions to bowling.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember [inaudible] you could sit and watch people bowl while you wait. 

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah, right. This is a little story. One night, they wanted us to bowl in the March of Dimes tournament, and [inaudible] all the time. So she came up to me and said, “Curly,” she called me Curly, said, “[inaudible] in this tournament for the March of Dimes?” I thought [inaudible] just 50 cents left, and it took 50 cents to get in the tournament. I said, “Sure, let’s do it.” We won the trophy. So, anyhow, we just had a great time bowling. A great time. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: How many people… what were the names of the people that you bowled with?
MRS. NEWTON: Jean Elliott, [inaudible] Cogney [sp?]. Helen Ellis [inaudible], and Jane Miller, who was... We were in one of the Carbide bowling tournaments at Oak Terrace, and of course, we had a drink or two before, but we [inaudible]. So, I said, “If we’re going to bowl, I suggest we start now.” We didn’t miss [inaudible] and we won the tournament. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: You guys were pretty good.

MRS. NEWTON: We tried. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you went grocery shopping, Jackson Square I guess…

MRS. NEWTON: Right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: …was your main focal point for shopping. 

MRS. NEWTON: Yes. Now, we didn’t keep any food in the dorms. We may have, but I didn’t in the dorm. I didn’t keep anything in the dorm. [Inaudible] and things like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Dorms were hot in the summer and cold in the winter?

MRS. NEWTON: No, they were warm.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Warm in the winter. We had steam heat.

MRS. NEWTON: Right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Fairly hot in the summertime?

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. I’ll tell you, now, I got into trying to get soap all the time, and things like that. You just couldn’t find things. You stood in line for everything. I stood in grocery lines. For anything. I didn’t smoke, but [inaudible]. I finally wised up and met a GI. I could get soap from him. I had a score of Tide in my dorm room. [Laughter]

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me a little bit about what you remember about Jackson Square, the focal shopping center of Oak Ridge. There were shopping centers all over town, but this one seemed to be the main shopping center. What do you remember vaguely about Jackson Square?

MRS. NEWTON: I remember the movies, the donut shop and Nettie [inaudible], and I guess Kimball’s. Kimball’s was a great shop, you know, smaller. [Inaudible] yesterday at Shoney’s. She’s a clerk there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: You remember Samuel’s Men’s Store up there?

MRS. NEWTON: Yes, I do. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: There were stores, and then Hamilton National Bank came in by the Center Theater.
MRS. NEWTON: Right. 

[Break in audio]

MRS. NEWTON: …night cap, and Dr. Montgomery [inaudible], but Dr. Michael’s [inaudible] was Mike’s doctor at Park West. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And Mike was…?

MRS. NEWTON: My husband.

MR. HUNNICUTT: [Inaudible].

[Laughter]

MRS. NEWTON: [Inaudible]. Well, anyhow. Dr. Montgomery told Mike that, I don’t know how Oak Ridge came up, you know [inaudible], but he told him that when Oak Ridge first started, [inaudible] that, I don’t know why this always took place, but the store for men… He said, you make overalls, and coats, and things like that. And he said, “No, I think they don’t.” Suits and ties and shorts and things like that were there. He said, “By golly, I don’t know how [inaudible],” but to see a doctor in Knoxville tell that story, I don’t know [inaudible].
MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, so you bowled and you worked and you [inaudible] and you got in lines for soap and cigarettes [inaudible].

MRS. NEWTON: Had a wild life. [Inaudible].

MR. HUNNICUTT: [Inaudible]. What about football games? 

MRS. NEWTON: [Inaudible] Oak Ridge games, went to UT [University of Tennessee] games on Saturdays [inaudible]. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember what they called cattle cars?

MRS. NEWTON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Cattle bus.

MRS. NEWTON: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me what that looked like. Do you remember what it looked like?
MRS. NEWTON: Like a trailer almost. It was like a trailer where you stood up. [Inaudible].
MR. HUNNICUTT: Also I understand they used those for transporting workers from Knoxville out here and it was kind of an open car.

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: They discontinued those when the bus service came.

MRS. NEWTON: The Knoxville people hated us, you know because [inaudible]. I guess they felt we were strange and uncouth or something, I don’t know. They didn’t like us very much. [Inaudible].

MR. HUNNICUTT: I’ve heard early Oak Ridgers talk about the Knoxville people. They use to say, “Those damn Oak Ridgers”… 

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: …when they came to Knoxville to shop. [inaudible]?

MRS. NEWTON: I don’t know because [inaudible]. Also the Purchasing Department, we did all the buying [inaudible]. I’m sure it made a lot of millionaires in Knoxville and many other places. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: How long did you work at the plants before you retired?

MRS. NEWTON: I worked [inaudible], 20 years, almost 21 years. Something like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is that the total time you worked from when you came…?

MRS. NEWTON: No, then I worked [inaudible] for about 5 years. Then I left in ’65 to get married and I [inaudible].

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the bridge that went across the Clinch River over to Bull Run Steam Plant?
MRS. NEWTON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Describe what that bridge looked like.

MRS. NEWTON: It was old and had [inaudible] I think, is that correct?

MR. HUNNICUTT: That’s right. [Inaudible] one lane. [Inaudible].
MRS. NEWTON: [Inaudible].

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember a story about, they wanted to legalize liquor in Anderson County. As the story goes, you had to go to Claxton [inaudible] in Oak Ridge across the Edgemoor Bridge. The day before the vote was cast, the bridge was condemned. Do you remember a story like that?
MRS. NEWTON: I don’t. No, I didn’t know a thing [inaudible].

MR. HUNNICUTT: It didn’t pass, but they had another vote, and it passed [inaudible] Oak Ridgers.

MRS. NEWTON: Right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Let’s go back to Jackson Square a minute and talk about [inaudible].

MRS. NEWTON: Right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: That came a little later. Do you know the people who owned the TNC, they were the ones [inaudible]. 

MRS. NEWTON: [Inaudible] and I assume it was made to order [inaudible]. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the Guest House [inaudible]?
MRS. NEWTON: We went there. They had the bar.

[Laughter]

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, it sounds like maybe Oak Ridge was a great place to be if you were young and single.

MRS. NEWTON: It was wonderful. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you feel safe in Oak Ridge?

MRS. NEWTON: Yes, I did. Always, and definitely before the gates were opened. You didn’t worry about anything. No one did. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: You just needed to worry about where you would get cigarettes and getting liquor in. [Laughter] 

MRS. NEWTON: No, I didn’t drink when I was in the dorm. When we moved in the apartments then we started having parties. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me, you had mentioned something about entertainment. Tell me about entertainment that came into town. 

MRS. NEWTON: The Carbide Girls would entertain different works of people that came here, like the Alabama Band, the [inaudible]…

MR. HUNNICUTT: That reminds me that not many people know that the University of Alabama Band came to Oak Ridge. Do you remember all the details about that? 

MRS. NEWTON: No, but I met a great dancer and we had a great time. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Supposedly the band had some kind of conflict about where they were going to stay and ended up staying out here, and the hospitality was so good that they played at half-time at one of the Oak Ridge football games. Oak Ridge has never had since then a university band to play on Blankenship Field. 
MRS. NEWTON: I didn’t know that. They were great. I got [inaudible] picture when they were here. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, go ahead about the entertainment at the Girls Club. What all [inaudible]?
MRS. NEWTON: Well, we [inaudible]. We met George Jasny, you know, [inaudible] with the AEC [Atomic Energy Commission]. I think he was with them. [Inaudible] Flintwater Cross [inaudible]. He’s still here. Bill [inaudible] is still here. [Inaudible] still working at the plant yet. He came from MIT [Massachusetts Institute of Technology]. I can’t remember all of them, you know, the ones that I met. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, speaking of entertaining, back then when you went out on a date, where did you go? What did you do?

MRS. NEWTON: The movies most the time. The movies and dances. The plants had four dances a year. So there were dances to attend, and that was that. Just movies [inaudible]. Nobody had cars or anything at that time. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember Happy Valley?

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. Yeah, I remember [inaudible] went down there all the time. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: [Inaudible] hutments.
MRS. NEWTON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Supposedly 15,000 people lived…

MRS. NEWTON: There weren’t that many people there, but that’s what they say there were. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember a school in Oak Ridge named Fairview School?
MRS. NEWTON: I remember the name, but I don’t remember…

MR. HUNNICUTT: It’s where the museum is today.

MRS. NEWTON: Ok. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So back to your entertainment again. What did you do?

MRS. NEWTON: So the Carbide Girls would provide entertainment if there were dances, we would dance with them, if there were [inaudible], they would probably ask us out to dinner. If there was a play, we would go to a play. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where did you go for dinner?

MRS. NEWTON: Mayflower’s, I guess, most the time. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: The Mayflower and the Oak Terrace.

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Those were the two popular places to eat in the early days.

MRS. NEWTON: Right. Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Back to the early days. The streets weren’t paved and the ones that were, were just hard gravel. 

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Buses were crowded, if you could get on a bus, but they ran quite often.

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. Well, then, 24 hours a day for a long, long time, so you could get one all the time. They ran at all hours. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: I’ve been told you could be up at 2, 3 o’clock in the morning and there would be something going on somewhere in Oak Ridge. 

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Entertainment, or eating, or socializing, or whatever.

MRS. NEWTON: Those were the people that worked shifts. Eight to 4, 4 to 11 and all that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, now let’s talk a little more about your working career. You worked in K-25 in Purchasing, and Purchasing [inaudible] was moved to the new buildings on the Turnpike in what they called the Town Site area, next to where the hospital is today. When did you move up there?

MRS. NEWTON: The late ‘40’s. I can’t remember the exact date, but the late ‘40’s. They did that to save money on getting security clearances for the vendors that were coming in. So that was the main purpose for them to come there instead of the plant, you know. Then at that time, we had around 140 people in purchasing and we had a lot of contracts with Paducah. We did some buying for them, or something. I can’t remember. We had two sections that were in purchasing, and then [inaudible] carrier work in Pennsylvania. I don’t know. [Inaudible] vendor. So I think that’s the reason we went up to there, moved up there. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you live in the same dorm in the Jackson Square area then?

MRS. NEWTON: Yes, we did. That was still the early days.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So you could walk to work then.

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: Go through the backdoor of the Purchasing Building. What else, what else comes to mind? What kind of funny stories could you tell about you in Oak Ridge?
MRS. NEWTON: Well, this one I guess. Nobody believes it. [Inaudible] football game, or what have you. Everybody was going down and drinking before the game.
MR. HUNNICUTT: Now what year was this?

MRS. NEWTON: Oh, maybe ’60. So I got ready to go out to get a cab to go to the game. So, all these cars were lined up out there and I thought they were cabs. They were, I think, green and white. My friends say they were purple and white. I don’t know. I thought they were green and white. I don’t know, but I guess they were playing Mississippi because I leaned down there to the first cab that we came to and I said, “Can we ride with you?” And he said, “Sure, hop in.” We hopped in and there wasn’t enough room for four people in the back seat, so we kind of pushed around a bunch of stuff, and anyhow, we didn’t know who they were or anything, but we said we can’t ride with you, couldn’t put people in the front seat. I guess it was the driver. Anyhow, “We can’t ride with you. We have too many people with us.” So, they said we could ride in the other car. We still didn’t know who they were or anything. So we got in the [inaudible] and our tickets were on the other side of the stadium. So we had to walk about a mile after we got there. But Gene’s brother found out, he started working for a cab company and said that was the governor’s cab or what you call it.

MR. HUNNICUTT: His personal car.

MRS. NEWTON: Right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: You rode to the ball game in the governor’s personal car.

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah, we didn’t know who they were. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: You girls must have been on some kind of show for that.

MRS. NEWTON: They were nice. The governor’s name was White at that time. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, when you lived in the dormitory, what about telephones? Did you have access to a telephone? 

MRS. NEWTON: Finally, we got a telephone when we lived in Claremont Hall. You could have a telephone in your room and that was great. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: Other than that, was there a payphone out in the hall or something like that?

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. Upstairs and downstairs, they had payphones. At first I think it was just downstairs, but I don’t know. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember what it cost to make a phone call?

MRS. NEWTON: Probably 5 cents. I knew Colleen Black in Claremont Hall also. She was there too. She was upstairs also. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: She started out in Happy Valley.

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember what a Coke-a-Cola cost in those days?

MRS. NEWTON: Probably 5 cents.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about gasoline? I guess if you were able to get a car, when did you ever have a car?

MRS. NEWTON: Many years later. My first car was a [inaudible].

MR. HUNNICUTT: [Inaudible].

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you buy that from the… local?

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did Cronan O’Connor [sp?] send you that car? They were the Rambler dealers in those days.

MRS. NEWTON: I don’t think so. [Inaudible]. It lasted quite a while. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the steam plant on the corner of the Turnpike and Administration Road that supplied all the steam for the Town Site area? 

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah, I think so.

MR. HUNNICUTT: All the steam lines that led across the road. Hissing of the steam at night. 

MRS. NEWTON: They had some kind of steam that went through our rooms that made it hot. We had to open the windows most the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: In the wintertime?

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah, definitely. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: [Inaudible].

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. People were buying all the big cars from Sexton Buick for all the big [inaudible] officials at the plants. [Inaudible] Sexton dealer.
MR. HUNNICUTT: When you were in the dorm, who supplied the bed linens and sheets and things?

MRS. NEWTON: I don’t know. I don’t remember, but they were always there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have to take them to a particular point when they were dirty…

MRS. NEWTON: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: …or did someone come in and…

MRS. NEWTON: No. I don’t remember that. The maid must have changed them.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So you had maid service?

MRS. NEWTON: Well, [inaudible]. We didn’t have that kind of money.
MR. HUNNICUTT: Was there anything you weren’t allowed to have in your dorm room other than alcohol and guns?

MRS. NEWTON: Some had coffee pots, but they weren’t suppose to. Some electrical appliances you weren’t suppose to have them in there. [Inaudible] definitely not.

MR. HUNNICUTT: If a man wanted to come and see you at the dorm, what is the protocol for that?

MRS. NEWTON: We came down into the living room, or in the mail room and things like that and they didn’t go to your room. They would ask for Madge Dyer and then they would buzz my room number and then you went down. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So if you got a buzz, you just go down to the lobby…

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: …or whatever it was…

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: …phone call.

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah, right. If you had a date, you knew who it was. They would buzz and go on. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, mail. In the lobby then someone sorted the mail into mail slots. 

MRS. NEWTON: The desk clerk did that. She took the money for our rooms. It was about $10 a month for a dorm room, but the mail she had taken care of at her desk, I guess.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall the first time you got a piece of mail and who it was from?

MRS. NEWTON: Probably my mother or brother. I don’t remember. We didn’t have any bills at that time, you know. I wasn’t getting any bills.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What did you do with your money that you earned?

MRS. NEWTON: Well, I, I was the oldest among five and my father died when I was 16. So I helped my mother with, gave her some of my money. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: How did you get the money from you to her?

MRS. NEWTON: Mailed it in an envelope.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Just put the money in an envelope with a stamp.

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: No money orders in those days, or checks.

MRS. NEWTON: No. [Inaudible] and have to go get money orders and carryon [inaudible].

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about savings bonds? Did you buy any savings bonds?

MRS. NEWTON: Later, and then I cashed them real fast. So I quit buying them. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok. Also, the first radio station, WATO came into existence somewhere, either ’49 or ’50, somewhere in that range. Did you have a radio in the dorm, or where you allowed to have radios?
MRS. NEWTON: I don’t remember. I don’t think we had a radio. I think [inaudible]. I guess we had a radio later. Like in the ‘50’s, early ‘50’s.
MR. HUNNICUTT: After the gates opened probably.

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. Probably. Mary Gomez, her husband worked for the AEC, they moved in the Garden Apartments, I guess when I first moved to the Garden Apartments, and she began the radio on Monday nights, I think. She gave a concert of classical music. It was very nice. Going back to Ridge Rec Hall, we had lots of weddings and parties where Bill Pollock would do the music and [inaudible] receptions were held there. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember a guy by the name of Ed Westcott there taking pictures?

MRS. NEWTON: Yes. I don’t remember, oh, I met Ed [inaudible] when I first met them. So, but I didn’t see Ed taking any pictures until much later. I asked him to take pictures in the ’92 celebrations, [inaudible] celebrations. I called him, “Would you please come down and take our picture?” He said, “Oh, I might be down there somewhere around 6 o’clock at the AEC building.” [Inaudible] and all that and took our pictures. So…

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, Horace was a friend of Ed’s from Nashville that came here. So can you remember the first time you met Ed Westcott. 

MRS. NEWTON: I went to their home a long time ago.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You met them through Horace, didn’t you?

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah, right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: When did you met Horace, or where did you met him?

MRS. NEWTON: I lived in a dorm or something, with someone else and he asked who I was, or something like that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: So with the population being under 25, most of the people. They had to have something to do because they were young and had a lot of energy, all the dances, movie theaters, and bowling, any other sports, softball, baseball. Things of that nature.

MRS. NEWTON: Right. Basketball.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Basketball. 

MRS. NEWTON: Yeah. That was it. We all stayed in the area, not going out anywhere at that time. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was there anything else you would like to [inaudible] about you or your experiences in Oak Ridge?

MRS. NEWTON: I can’t think of anything right now. We use to go to Don McGavern’s [sp?] place on the lake. It was a nice place, not a shack-like. We all went there and took off boating and what have you. Later, they met us across the lake and there was Admiral Farragut [inaudible] monument. There’s a sign that Admiral Farragut [inaudible] anyhow, they would come and get us and then we would go back over. Now, they have two or three mansions, but one instance, I told him I liked the old shack better than his lovely new home.
MR. HUNNICUTT: Let’s go back to when you first came to Oak Ridge, and they gave you a badge. Do you still have your badge? 

MRS. NEWTON: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember what the number was?

MRS. NEWTON: 3209. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 3209. Ok. Tell me about the gate opening parade and what you remember about that. 1949, wasn’t it October?

MRS. NEWTON: March.

MR. HUNNICUTT: March.

MRS. NEWTON: March 19.
MR. HUNNICUTT: That’s right. I was checking your memory.

MRS. NEWTON: Right. Well, the Carbide Girls were going to have a float, a big float, what do you call it? Float? Ok. [Inaudible] Ford Convertible. So, Elsie asked me if I would like to be in the [inaudible] girl couldn’t be there. So anyhow, [inaudible] it was so cold that we wore suits and all that stuff. We had a marvelous time. It was wonderful to be in the parade, just fun. We had a great time. This was March 19, 1949, and they did all this stuff with the plants, you know, the burning of the whatever [inaudible] help cut the ribbon and all that. Anyhow, that was great, but in 1992, the 50th anniversary, [inaudible] called me and asked me if I would take care of the float and what have you with the Carbide Girls. “Oh, yes, I’d be happy to!” So, there were some people I knew that were in the ’49 parade. Well, [inaudible] 50th anniversary. We came. Elsie came, Ethel [inaudible] came from San Diego, and Jeanine Elliot came from Nashville. Who was the other person that was in there? Excuse me, I’m sorry. There were three people. I was the third, [inaudible]. Oh, yeah. And [inaudible] I got to ask other people to join as the last ones though. Anyhow, Doc and Helen Chastain Jernigan was in there [inaudible]. That was it. So, we had a great time with the 50th anniversary too. Just great.
MR. HUNNICUTT: During the ’49 gate opening parade, there’s always this, there’s a picture showing a pickup truck with a sign on the side and it was long time before I knew what it said. They were protesting. The AEC had raised the dorm rates and were going to charge more for the dorm rate and that was a sign protesting the raising the dorm rates. Do you remember anything like that?

MRS. NEWTON: No, I don’t. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Also, there was a bus strike during the gate opening.

MRS. NEWTON: I don’t remember that either. We had [inaudible] everywhere after that. My last boss, H.T. Hughes. He was about 12-years-old and he came down to the tennis courts at Town Site to see the Cowboy [Rod Cameron]. He was my last boss at K-25. I worked for him nine years. 
MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you go to the celebration festivities at the Oak Terrace Ballroom after?

MRS. NEWTON: No. I didn’t go. I don’t know why, but I didn’t. I missed that. 

[Break in audio]

MRS. NEWTON: …Gray and white. I guess they were playing Mississippi because… So, I leaned down to the first cab that we came to, I thought, and I said, “Can we ride with you?” He said, “Sure, hop in.” We jumped in the cab. There wasn’t enough room for three in the backseat. So we pushed around some stuff and anyhow, we didn’t know who they were or anything, but we said, “We can’t ride with you.” They couldn’t ride in the front seat. I guess it was the driver. Anyhow, we said we can’t ride with you. We got other people with us. They said they could ride in the other car. We still didn’t know who they were or anything, and didn’t know until we got to the stadium later. Then our tickets were on the other side of the stadium. So we had to walk about a mile after we got there, but Gene’s brother found out, he started to pay the cab, and he said there was no charge. It was the governor’s cabs, not cabs, whatever you want to call it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Personal car. Driving to the ball game in the governor’s personal car. 

MRS. NEWTON: We didn’t know who they were.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You girls must have put on some kind of show for that. 
MRS. NEWTON: We did. They were nice. The governor’s name was White at that time. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you lived in the dormitory…

[End of Interview]
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