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MR. MCDANIEL: I'm Keith McDaniel and this is October 16, 2013, and I am at the home of Mr. Tom Hill here in Oak Ridge. Tom, thanks for taking time to talk with us.

MR. HILL: Thank you for coming over.

MR. MCDANIEL: This interview is about you and I know you've had a very interesting life so why don't we start at the very beginning. Tell me where you were born and raised, something about your family.
MR. HILL: I was born in Arkansas City, Kansas, and I lived there for exactly one month and then my family moved to Ft. Collins, Colorado, where my mother and father bought the newspaper and I lived there 'til I was halfway through third grade and then we moved to Cheyenne, Wyoming, and then we moved to Reno, Nevada, and then we moved to Santa Fe, New Mexico, then we moved to Kearney, Nebraska, then we moved to Fremont, Nebraska, then we moved to Jamestown, New York, and in between there I lived for half a year in Baltimore, Maryland, while my parents were...

MR. MCDANIEL: Moving.

MR. HILL: Moving around looking for another newspaper and I lived in my grandmother's house in Baltimore for six months.

MR. MCDANIEL: So how old were you by the time you got to New York?
MR. HILL: When I got to New York, I was in seventh grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow, so about... about every year.
MR. HILL: And when I... then I stayed at another school in New York for another year, but that was another school in another town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Right.
MR. HILL: Then we moved to Swarthmore, Pennsylvania, which was near Chester, Pennsylvania, where my father then got control of the newspaper in Chester and, Lord, I went four straight years in one school. I didn't know that anybody ever did that. (laughter) But I went through ninth, ten, eleven and twelfth in Swarthmore High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HILL: And it was a great experience.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did you have brothers and sisters?
MR. HILL: Had one sister, she was four and a half years older. She had told my mother she wanted a baby brother and Mother produced me. (laughter) And we became fast friends because we travelled so much that we had to lean on each other a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure you didn't have much time to make friends, as soon as you did, you left.

MR. HILL: I left, that's right. You know, years later I tried to contact some of them, but I was... And, with help from one of my daughters, I was fairly successful.

MR. MCDANIEL: The ... So, you said your family was in the newspaper business.
MR. HILL: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was your dad... what did he do and why did he move around so much?

MR. HILL: Well, he always wanted to... He was a newspaper man from, he actually worked with William Allen White when... in Emporia, Kansas, when he was growing up and he just loved the newspaper business. He did nothing else but that except for three years he worked for the Kansas University and was the head there of their alumni program but then he, with another man, bought the paper in Arkansas City. He was the... the other guy put up more money than my father did so he got a better job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: But my father and mother saved their money very carefully in Arkansas City so that they could buy another paper and they did, in Ft. Collins, Colorado.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So that's what... that's what he would do is he would buy a paper?
MR. HILL: Usually.

MR. MCDANIEL: Usually.
MR. HILL: When we worked in Santa Fe, he was working for his old partner, who owned the paper in Santa Fe and they were having trouble in it so he went there for six months and got it straightened out.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. HILL: And then he bought an interest in the paper in Reno, Nevada, and we lived there for a year. One whole year. And then we moved to Kearney, Nebraska for six months. We'd lived in Santa Fe for just six months while he was doing that. And then we moved to Jamestown, New York and we lived in Jamestown, then we lived outside in Lakewood, New York. That's while he worked in the Jamestown Post-Journal for two years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: And he bought an interest in it, then he sold his interest in it, then he got control of the Chester Times, which had been on strike for eight months. This was 1942. He came in and took the paper over from the owner, the owner had... the owner maintained ownership, but Dad took over... The paper had been out of business for eight months.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. HILL: He came in and signed a contract and got it going in a week and ran it from 1942 'til 1961. It was, you know, out of business entirely and when he left it in 1961 it had a circulation of over 42,000.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Wow.
MR. HILL: It was extremely incredible business. But ... And that was all during the war that he had that and the post war and Chester later became a very poor, downtrodden place but during the war and for some years after that they had Baldwin Locomotive, Scott Paper, several oil refineries in that area and it was a very... It was a booming place.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HILL: They had a ship making, ship building corporation there in Chester that built freighters and they were turning them out about once a month.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HILL: It was... It was just a very busy place and a wonderful place to have a newspaper.
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. HILL: If they could get enough paper to print the paper on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. HILL: Which was a problem.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you stayed there and you said that was where you went to high school, is that correct?
MR. HILL: Went four straight years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Four straight years, you graduated high school, and then what did you do?

MR. HILL: Well I did go to college.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. HILL: My father did something that was of interest in the years, oh, beginning when I was in eighth grade. He decided that -- he asked me to go and work on a paper every summer, and I did that, I guess, five summers. Usually in, like Kearney, Nebraska, or Fremont, Nebraska, or Media, Pennsylvania, and I... It dawned on me many years later that I had the equivalent of a Master's degree in journalism from all these papers I'd worked on. 'Cause I worked one summer in the circulation department in Kearney, Nebraska, another summer in the sports department in Fremont, Nebraska, and another summer I did advertising sales and another summer I did straight news reporting.

MR. MCDANIEL: He wanted you to learn the business, didn't he?

MR. HILL: And Mother had prepared me for this because she made me learn how to type when I was in fourth grade. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go, there you go. So, you went to college. Where'd you go to college?

MR. HILL: College at William and Mary.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. That's in Virginia?
MR. HILL: Williamsburg, Virginia.

MR. MCDANIEL: Williamsburg, Virginia. And your degree was in?
MR. HILL: I majored in history.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HILL: I have a bachelor's degree in history. I had a big argument with the head of the history department there, because he said that the Civil War... He and I differed on the Civil War.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...

MR. HILL: But, of course, he won the argument because, you know...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, of course. And what a place to study history, I guess.
MR. HILL: Great place to study history, that's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure, I'm sure. So, after college...
MR. HILL: After college I worked, actually I worked... twice I worked at the Oak Ridger. My father started the Oak Ridger. Oak Ridge needed a newspaper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, let's... let's talk about that story, too.

MR. HILL: Well, the people that ran Oak Ridge, and they owned everything in town, you know. They owned every house, every building, everything in town. And they decided they wanted to get rid of that and make it an ordinary town. And they said, they decided two things needed to be done to really get started that way and one is to get a radio station, another is to get a newspaper. They got a radio station pretty easily but nobody wanted to put the money in to build a newspaper because they didn't think the town was going to live long enough.

MR. MCDANIEL: And this was the AEC, the government that was, at the time...
MR. HILL: The Atomic Energy Commission. This was 1949 and my father, as I said before, we lived outside of Chester, Pennsylvania, in Swathmore, Pennsylvania. And he was accosted by a guy from the public relations department, whose name escapes me at the moment, in Oak Ridge. And he had gone around to look for somebody who might start a paper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: Because that's what the DOE wanted was somebody to start a paper. And they'd gone to Knoxville and Chattanooga and Nashville and every place in Tennessee and nobody would touch it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: So I happened to be home in August of 1948, before I went back to college. And this guy from the public relations department of AEC came... And he'd gone to where he used to work, before he went to work for the AEC, in Kansas City and his old boss... He'd asked his old boss if he knew anybody who might start a paper in Oak Ridge and, what I was told later, is that the editor in Kansas City said, "The only person I know who's damn fool enough to start a paper in Oak Ridge is Alfred Hill." (laughter) And so, this guy had come to talk to Dad, to see if he would start a paper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: As I say, I happened to be... I was just getting ready to go back to school. It was August of '48, and Dad got excited. He had just sold his interest in the paper in Nebraska and he had... he wanted to... you know, he'd been in all these different newspapers...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: He'd gotten out of the paper in Chester and...

MR. MCDANIEL: He was looking... This was an adventure, wasn't it?
MR. HILL: It was an adventure. And that's what he... He liked adventures.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: He'd been in so many adventures. He'd gone into towns where the paper was about to fold and he brought it up to snuff, so ... He did a lot of research, however. A lot of people thought that he just jumped in. He was excited about it, but he did a lot of research. For example, he found out that the people in Oak Ridge at that time subscribed to more periodicals, primarily newspapers, than any other town in the country that he could find.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. HILL: He did some real research on that. People subscribe to newspapers in Knoxville a lot and Chattanooga. But they also subscribe to a lot of newspapers in New York and Washington and they were, it was a town where people really -- and magazines also. And he also met, he talked to every Senator and a congressman from Tennessee and he got a confirmation from them that Oak Ridge was here to stay.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HILL: Yeah. That was important to him, that Oak Ridge was not going to be ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It'd just go away.
MR. HILL: Go away; which a lot of people thought was going to happen. Of course, the population had gone down from what was 70,000 down to... it was getting down close to 30,000.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: So he decided it was something he really wanted to do. And then he had a few months that he just worked his tail off trying to get equipment and, of course, he rented a place, which was the only you could get a place in Oak Ridge was to rent it from the government.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: And he rented a building that used to be, or part of a building that used to be a laundry. Actually the Oak Ridger was printed in that from the time it started in 1949 until many years later when they bought another -- we bought another place and moved it where it has been up until a few weeks ago when it was sold again.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, was it sold a few weeks ago?

MR. HILL: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I didn't know. I knew it'd been on the market for a while.
MR. HILL: Yeah, well, they finally sold it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did they?
MR. HILL: It was up for sale for about three years.

MR. MCDANIEL: I know. Now, where was the original building?
MR. HILL: I'm trying to remember the name of the street...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is it down by Jackson Square?
MR. HILL: Yes. It's down below Jackson Square...

MR. MCDANIEL: Tyrone Road?
MR. HILL: Tyrone Road. Yeah, that's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tyrone Road.
MR. HILL: I'd forgotten the name.

MR. MCDANIEL: I remember a printing company used to be there. Was it Sun Printing or something? Was it in that strip right there?
MR. HILL: Well, as far as I know...

MR. MCDANIEL: Years later, I meant, years later.
MR. HILL: Oh, it may have been, yeah. But it was... John Winder, I don't know if you ever heard of him or not, he was a guy that lived in a community up north of here, I forget what it is. But he was a really, had all kinds of businesses and he'd bought this building when they sold... The Oak Ridger bought the place that they got after they sold where...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. 

MR. HILL: After he was able to buy it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: But John Winder owned the rest of that building. It was a long building from where the Oak Ridger used to be all the way out to where ... remember that little... there's a little restaurant there at the end of that building, I can't remember the name of that, but... Which is still there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is it the little... Is it the Magic...? Is it the Magic Wok?
MR. HILL: Yeah, it's the Magic Wok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, it was that road right there.
MR. HILL: But from the Oak Ridger to the Magic Wok they had all kinds of...

MR. MCDANIEL: Shops.
MR. HILL: Shops, and John Winder owned everything but what the Oak Ridger had.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: And, much later, John Winder and I became good friends and he was trying to retire. He lived in Lafollette, he was from Lafollette, and he sold the rest of that building to me and then he went to Florida, lived out the rest of his life there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. So, when did your dad open the Oak Ridger? When did it start publishing?

MR. HILL: It was February, 1950.

MR. MCDANIEL: 1950, February, 1950, Ok.
MR. HILL: Yeah, he had that original discussion in 19...

MR. MCDANIEL: '48.
MR. HILL: '49.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, '49. Ok.
MR. HILL: And he got all that stuff and did it in six months.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HILL: And it was a...

Gentleman (off-camera): The initial press run is a... is a... 20th Anniversary paper said it was January 20, 1949.
MR. HILL: 1949. What did I say? 

MR. MCDANIEL: January 20... You said, '50.
MR. HILL: Yeah, ok, it was '49 and that ... the original thing that I sat in on was 1948. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...
MR. HILL: It was August of 1948.

MR. MCDANIEL: January of 1949 is when...
MR. HILL: And that was the first edition.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow, so he moved fast.

MR. HILL: He really moved fast. And he had an advertising manager at Chester who had been his advertising manager at Jamestown and he was, he was really good and Dad asked him to come and be publisher of the paper and that was Don McKay, and his daughter still lives in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HILL: Connie. She married Ben Adams

MR. MCDANIEL: And Don... Don was with the paper a long, long time.

MR. HILL: Oh, he was with the paper until 19-..., he retired in the 1970s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: And I had been working in Florida after I got out of the Army.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, ok, so we got the newspaper started in Oak Ridge, let's go back to you. You... you finished your college and then you went into the Army, is that correct?
MR. HILL: Actually, I came and worked in Oak Ridge for a year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. HILL: While I was waiting to be drafted.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MR. HILL: I knew I was going to be drafted and I just waited until I was drafted. And when I got the call, I went back to Pennsylvania and went into Philadelphia and had my physical and went in the Army that day.

MR. MCDANIEL: And this... what year was that?
MR. HILL: This was 1952.

MR. MCDANIEL: '52. Ok.
MR. HILL: And, you know, I went through basic training in Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania, and then I went to Officers Candidate School at Ft. Benning, Georgia, Infantry Officer Training and I got ... went through that and succeeded in emerging as a second lieutenant. And then I went... was ordered back to Indiantown Gap to work with the troops there and wait to be sent to Korea.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: And I got orders to go to Korea and I was to leave, I forget the day, in July, but it was the day after they had the truce.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. HILL: And when they had the truce, they froze all the reserve second lieutenants, they didn't want to send them to... 'cause they were pulling the troops out.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: So I did not get to go to Korea. I had to stay in the United States and face two years of service.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. HILL: So I got out in 1954, January of '54 and then I went to work for a paper in Coral Gables, Florida, where a friend of mine who worked in Oak Ridge, Drew Bellew, he'd been number two in the news department. And I forgot to say anything about Dick Smyser, but...

MR. MCDANIEL: We'll talk about Dick in a minute; I want to talk about Dick.

MR. HILL: Ok. But Drew Bellew was Dick's first assistant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: Then he got an opportunity in Coral Gables, Florida. And he and I had become close friends when I worked with him in Oak Ridge. And so, he'd written me and said, "When you get out of the Army, I want you to come work with me in Coral Gables." And I did. When I got out, I immediately went to Florida and I worked in the Coral Gables-Riviera Times, which was a weekly newspaper in Coral Gables, Florida, serving an area all over, not just Coral Gables but South Miami and I worked there for, I don't know, five years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you? Now, what did your dad think? Didn't he want you to come back to Oak Ridge?
MR. HILL: Yes, he did. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet he was a little disappointed, wasn't he? But I'm sure he thought that was a good...
MR. HILL: Well, I worked also... I worked for... I left the Coral Gables paper to go to work for Diario Las Americas, which was a Spanish language, since they had so many Spanish-speaking in Miami then. And they wanted somebody who could deal with the advertising people.

MR. MCDANIEL: I see.
MR. HILL: So I was advertising manager of Diario Las Americas for several years and then I left to come back here because my father said that if I didn't come back there, he was going to sell the paper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. HILL: So I decided to come back here.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was it like, let's stop there. What was it like for your... What was the newspaper like and what was it like for your dad in the first days, the first years of the Oak Ridger, I mean...
MR. HILL: Oh, he loved Oak Ridge, but he never lived here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, he didn't? Oh, I see.

MR. HILL: He maintained his residence in Chester, Pennsylvania. He was ... I guess the longest he was here at one time was four days, I think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. HILL: But he knew more about Oak Ridge, I think, than anybody that lived here. And he kept track of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: But he brought in somebody. He brought in Dick Smyser, didn't he?

MR. HILL: Well, he brought in Don McKay and Dick Smyser. Don McKay was advertising manager at the Chester Times and Dick Smyser was a new, relatively new reporter at the Chester Times. He'd been there about a year. And he came, after he got out of service. He was in service and got out and came and worked for the Chester Times. And he was an eager beaver reporter and I've always said that I think my father got Dick Smyser to come here because he reminded Dick ... of himself when he was a young journalist.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: And, of course, Dick turned out to be an incredible editor. He was editor of the paper. Actually, he was managing editor. They never did name him editor until many, many years later.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: Which was sort of dumb. (laughs) But, Dick didn't care. But he did a remarkable job for the rest of his life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: Although, toward the end of his career he worked on other papers. He worked in schools and taught journalism.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. HILL: In several different cities including Anchorage, Alaska.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Wow.
MR. HILL: But he always kept the title of managing editor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Managing editor.
MR. HILL: And he would come back and write editorials and make sure that the person who was doing his job while he was gone was doing a good job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: And he did so many things. He was president of two major national newspaper organizations and, I don't... I think that only three or four other people in the history of journalism had been president of both those organizations and never anybody from a paper as small as Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. HILL: Maybe two or three other people did it, but they were from, like the Los Angeles Times and the New York Times. So he ... made a mark in journalism throughout the country. Then, when I took over as publisher after Don retired, it was interesting because I'd worked with Dick when I was in college and came here that summer. I worked here -- I'd done a lot of journalism before that, I told you about that. But, I got here and he said, "Well, you going to go do the police every morning  and you're going to do sports." They needed a sports editor. So I did... I'd go to the police station every morning and get the news there, but I'd had a lot of experience and so I... This was before I worked in Florida, this was back when I was just in college and just out of college.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: So, I don't know, we had ... It was interesting to come back here and work with him. I'd worked for him and now he was working for me, but we got along fine.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you? What year did you come back to be publisher?

MR. HILL: I came back in 196-... well, I came back here in 1963. I didn't become publisher until about seven, eight years later. I was business manager.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, right. You came back in '63 and were business manager.

MR. HILL: I came back in '61, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, right.
MR. HILL: And, by that time, I was ... While I was in Florida, I'd got married and my wife was a native Floridian and she was not altogether happy about... She was a graduate of University of Miami and she'd grown up in West Palm Beach and she had gotten to go to the University of Miami because she was a high school majorette and she got a scholarship to go to school. She, her family was not very well off, but she was a very... she worked awful hard and she became quite a journalist and then later, after she got here, she did all kinds of creative things. She was an expert knitter and she started a business knitting sweaters and selling them. One of my daughters worked with her on that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HILL: And she also got mad because the Methodists, where we went to church at that time, didn't have a girls’ softball team in the local softball league, so she started a multi-church... She got people from the Methodist church and other churches to fight against the Baptist churches. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: And she was very successful at that. Had a team and they did very well, then she got out of it and then when my daughters, my two daughters to play softball, then she went back to coaching.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: But, unfortunately, she also had the sickness and she had to give up her... And she also painted and did a number of other creative things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: And she did work in the community. She was very much involved when they started the Girls' Club here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really.
MR. HILL: But, she finally couldn't do it anymore. Multiple Sclerosis and some heart problems, she got so she couldn't do those things.

MR. MCDANIEL: She just couldn't do them anymore.

MR. HILL: Couldn't do them anymore, yeah. She was a little bitter about all that...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
MR. HILL: She's still... she just left to go back to spend some time with her, both of our daughters live in Florida, and she was here, she came back, she was here all summer and she just went back two weeks ago so she'll be there for a while with her daughters.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right... So, you came back permanently to Oak Ridge in the early ‘60s.

MR. HILL: Yeah, this is ... We're home forever now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, sure. And you were business manager for a number of years then became publisher.
MR. HILL: Publisher, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you stayed there until when? When did you leave the newspaper?

MR. HILL: 1988.

MR. MCDANIEL: '88.
MR. HILL: Sold the paper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sold the paper.

MR. HILL: My sister was still half-owner in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. HILL: And she spent... She lived in Florida and she had... she'd finished her college in Florida, Winter Park, Florida, and she got married after that and they, she and her husband, continued to live there and they had four children.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now was she a... What does she do for a living? Is she a newspaper person as well?

MR. HILL: Well, she'd worked on radio stations but after she got married she was a housewife.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. HILL: Oh, I'm sorry, she taught school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, she taught school.

MR. HILL: She was a teacher in the elementary schools there. She was a good teacher.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was... So was she active  as -- you and your sister owned it together -- was she an active owner or ...?

MR. HILL: Well, she really was and she kept track of... She wanted to know who worked there and she would come here almost every year and spend a week or two. And back then, they had that big, I forget the name of it, thing they had in Knoxville, and she'd come for that. But she knew everybody that worked there.

MR. MCDANIEL: And she knew what was going on.
MR. HILL: And she knew what was going on and she wanted me to tell her who worked where and why and she kept track of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly. Well, good.
MR. HILL: She'd been involved with the newspapers as much as I had when we were growing up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, exactly, exactly. So, what... So in '88 you sold to -- who did you sell to?

MR. HILL: Actually, I sold it to Oscar Stauffer, who was the... owned the paper... He's the one that was my father's partner when he first bought into the newspaper in Arkansas City, Kansas.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. HILL: And, of course, he'd known Oscar Stauffer even before that, they'd gone into that paper. It's the first time Oscar Stauffer had owned a daily paper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. HILL: And it's the first time my father had owned any part of a paper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: Oscar Stauffer ended up owning, I don't know, probably seven or eight newspapers in Kansas and my father desperately wanted to own a paper in Kansas because he loved Kansas more than any place in the world. And he'd been... And his father was a president of a Normal School in Peoria, Kansas, and he'd worked for William Allen White when he was in high school and he'd worked, he was a page at the state senate, then he worked three years at KU. But in between, when he first got out of the Army -- he was in the Army until... He didn't go overseas, but he was in the Army, much like I was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. HILL: But he worked, briefly, for the Philadelphia Public Ledger, which no longer exists. And then he worked for the Associated Press in Philadelphia. Actually, it's while he was working for one of those organizations, I don't know which, that he met my mother, who had grown up in Baltimore, Maryland, and she was a... She'd left school, she was in Goucher College and she'd left and I never, I don't know why she left, but she... I think because her father had died the year before. And she went to work for the Baltimore Sun.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. HILL: She worked for the Baltimore Sun for about six or seven years. And she met my father when they were both covering the same meeting of the Daughters of the American Revolution in Washington, D.C.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HILL: Yeah. And their courtship, I can't tell you much about it. Peter's found some...

Gentleman (off-camera): I really haven't found much about that.

MR. HILL: Well, you found one letter where she wrote my father and said, “I'll meet you in Philadelphia for something...”
Gentleman (off-camera): Yeah. And a few letters between your father and some of his friends and they say, "So you've met this girl. She sounds like she's something."

MR. MCDANIEL: So... So let's get back to you... When you... Let's talk about the newspaper a little bit. When you got here in '61 what was the... I guess the Oak Ridger was going just fine. It had a good team, a good staff. What was it like in Oak Ridge in the ‘60s and ‘70s? What kind of things did you cover? What kind of things did you not cover? What was the competition like with the other newspapers, the Journal, and the Sentinel, and, you know, the Clinton paper and these other small papers around?
MR. HILL: We never felt... We did compete with the Knoxville papers, and, of course, they did have both the [Knoxville] Journal and the [Knoxville] News Sentinel then. But we never felt either paper was a real competitor with us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: The News Sentinel ultimately had, well, of course, they had a lot of circulation before the paper started.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. HILL: Their circulation dwindled a lot. Of course, we got ... they have a thing called the, I forget exactly what it's called, but it's a national organization that comes in and audits circulation for different newspapers and it's mainly for the national advertisers so they know how much circulation they get in any city. The Bureau of Circulation is the name. And, of course, we were a member of that and then they came in and audited our circulation. When I left the paper, circulation was about 14,000 and when I got there, I guess... Actually, I worked on circulation when I was here in one of those summer jobs. I remember going out and soliciting circulation all over Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: And at that time, you know, there was a strike, we had a little brief strike at the Oak Ridger and so many places I would go, they would say, "We can't subscribe to that paper 'cause it's on strike." 'Cause, of course, the unions are very strong here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. HILL: But our circulation grew from back when I was first here it was probably, maybe 6,000. It grew steadily over the years until it got up to 14,000.

MR. MCDANIEL: And what... So, circulation of about 14,000 versus the population of about 28,000 or so.

MR. HILL: About 27- or eight...

MR. MCDANIEL: 27 or 28, so what...  Was that...? In the newspaper business, is that a good ratio?

MR. HILL: Oh, we had very, very good coverage because, you know, most of this -- you got 27,000 people in Oak Ridge, most of the homes had anywhere from three to five or six people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, you're saying you didn't have... You had just about every home.

MR. HILL: We had very close to 90% of the homes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then a lot of the businesses, I would imagine.
MR. HILL: Oh, yeah. Well, we had a lot of advertisers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MR. HILL: And I know you, I guess this is because you met, interviewed Mel Sturm some time ago. Mel Sturm was one of our best advertisers and, of course, you know how he got to Oak Ridge. He came ... He was looking for a place to start a business and he talked to Gilford Glazer to find out what's available and Gilford -- Mel, I think, had some other ideas. Gilford said, "What we need is a children's clothes... clothing store," and, of course, he opened Sturm's Youth World and it was enormously successful.

MR. MCDANIEL: And he came from Jellico. He'd been in Jellico, hadn't he? Running a little department store there, as I recall.

MR. HILL: That's right, that's right. But, you know, he was typical -- I know Mel's not typical of anybody, but...

MR. MCDANIEL: But... 

MR. HILL: But he was one of our good advertisers. When the paper... People in Oak Ridge that had businesses needed a paper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, the only way they had to advertise in Oak Ridge, really, was radio or newspaper, wasn't it?

MR. HILL: Yeah, they had the radio and the newspaper. That's it.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, you know, the closest TV...
MR. HILL: They couldn't afford the Knoxville News Sentinel.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. And the TV market was really Knoxville, I mean, it wasn't... It was getting way more coverage than what they needed, I guess.

MR. HILL: Yeah, so when the paper came here and succeeded, why, the people, especially the department stores and stores like Mel's, they really advertised.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: And they got results from the advertising because we had, you know, close to 90% of the people that lived here took the paper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. HILL: It's not like that now.

MR. MCDANIEL: No.
MR. HILL: Circulation is way down.

MR. MCDANIEL: The... At that point, in the ‘60s and ‘70s, that was, I guess, that was really, kind of, the heyday of the Oak Ridger, don't you think?

MR. HILL: Yes, it really was.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, ‘60s and ‘70s because, you know, that was ... newspapers were the main medium of information, you know.

MR. HILL: They really were.

MR. MCDANIEL: And people still read newspapers, you know, then.

MR. HILL: And we had a ... we had a staff that just could not be ... couldn't have had a better.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what I was about to ask. Tell me about the staff. How many people worked there? 'Cause I know you needed a lot more people back then just from the logistical standpoint of putting a paper together every day.

MR. HILL: Actually, we had between 50 and 60 full time employees.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: Dick Smyser was the managing editor and he had a, always... He had more people than most publishers would have allowed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: But we had a lot of summer workers, too. We always had seven or eight high school or college students in the summer that worked for us and Dick always said, "That keeps us young."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: And I think he was right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, it was a good opportunity for them to learn, too, you know.
MR. HILL: We had people like ... Dick Smyser, he had a theory that we didn't need to hire a science editor, we needed to develop a science editor. Get a good reporter and that good reporter will become a science editor, a science writer, because that reporter will talk to scientists at the Laboratory and a good, smart reporter will become a really good science editor.

MR. MCDANIEL: And a smart reporter can write about anything with a little bit of training.

MR. HILL: That's true. And people like Carolyn Krause was a good example and she's -- I mention her because she's still writing in Oak Ridge now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Does she work for the Oak Ridger?
MR. HILL: She worked for the Oak Ridger and still, like so many of the people who worked for the Oak Ridger, she came here because her husband had a job here and she came and she'd worked for a paper before and she... We just had lots of people who came here and applied for a job and they turned out to be really good people.

MR. MCDANIEL: You had... You had, you know, entertainment writers, you had all kinds of folks, didn't you? And, as I recall, you had... Several of them were quite the characters, you know, that worked at the newspaper, weren't they?

MR. HILL: They really were. Joe Culver, for example, I don't know if you remember him or not, but he was quite a character and June Adamson.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: I think, probably, more than anybody else that worked for us, looking back, she was a real character. And she was so talented and her husband worked here...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MR. HILL: She came in and worked at the Oak Ridger. And Jonelle Schmitt, Hal Schmitt's wife, and she'd worked for a paper before he came here and so, I can... You know, there were so many people who came here and, because of their husbands, and then they turned out to be...

MR. MCDANIEL: And that had experience.
MR. HILL: And had experience...

MR. MCDANIEL: Had experience, sure.
MR. HILL: Turned out to be really good reporters. And Dave McCoy, I'm sure you know him. He was advertising manager and E.L. Pippin was business manager and had been advertising manager. Buddy Jones was mechanical superintendent and Merrill Boatman was circulation manager.

MR. MCDANIEL: You... And you printed it, I mean, you know, you printed right there, you printed it...

MR. HILL: We had our own press, that's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Had your own press, you know. How, in those days, how many pages, typically was -- and it was daily at that point, is that correct?

MR. HILL: It was five days a week.

MR. MCDANIEL: Five days a week. Right. Did you... What was that, Monday through Friday?

MR. HILL: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And Friday was kind of your weekend edition, wasn't it?

MR. HILL: That's where we had Weekend Edition.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...

MR. HILL: And we had, especially heavy on entertainment for the weekend.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. How many, typically, how many pages was the newspaper?

MR. HILL: Well, we had... we had... (laughs) We probably averaged 20 to 24 pages.

MR. MCDANIEL: Every day.
MR. HILL: Every day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: Some days it'd be maybe only 14 or 16 but then we'd have a 28 page paper a couple of days later. It was... It was busy and we had a... we really covered the news in Oak Ridge. I think we were... And we also, we did very well in competition. They had competition for the various things in the state, Tennessee Press Association.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. HILL: And we always won a lot on ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Won a lot of those awards.

MR. HILL: On those awards, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: The... What was the relationship like with the federal government?

MR. HILL: Well, when my father started the paper, he insisted that in the... And he had to have a contract to get a space ...to get that old laundry building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. HILL: But he insisted in the contract for the land that nobody would tell us, tell the paper what to print.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: The Atomic Energy Commission would have nothing to say about what was printed in the paper. And he had that in writing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: And that was important.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wanted it to be a true independent...

MR. HILL: Independent paper

MR. MCDANIEL: ... paper. Right.
MR. HILL: He also... Every paper he'd been... All the papers, he'd always subscribed to the Associated Press.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. HILL: And he did that here, again, as opposed to the United Press which was a factor back then.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was the difference? I mean, why did he choose the Associated Press?

MR. HILL: Oh, he had a background from them. He worked for them briefly when he was in... worked in Philadelphia. He worked for the Public Ledger and the Associated Press.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. The... What was the relationship like, what was the town like? I mean, you know, you had local politics you covered, you had the, you know, the community that you covered. What are, if you can remember, maybe, some of the big stories of those, you know, 20 years or so, ‘60s, ‘70s, ‘80s. If you could, you know, relate some of those.

MR. HILL: Well, I guess most of the... Gosh, that's a good question...

Gentleman (off-camera): Remember the liquor-by-the-drink ...

MR. HILL: That was a big story, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Liquor by the drink. When was that, about?

MR. HILL: Oh, God, I can't remember the date of that, but that was, really, the Baptists got involved in trying to keep it dry.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: And a whole lot of people with... I can remember Red Williams. I mean, he had, when they finally voted to have liquor, he had a store open within a week.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HILL: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did the newspaper take a position on that?
MR. HILL: Yeah, we took a position. We took a position on almost everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what I was about to ask. Did you, I mean... 

MR. HILL: I wouldn't... I can't remember, but we took a position on the politicians...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: And we supported the Liquor By the Drink in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. HILL: Yeah, we had... we had editorial every day. We never had a newspaper without an editorial in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. HILL: And, you know, Dick and I would ... That's something that we worked out together and we'd sit and work out what we were going to take.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: And we, you know, we endorsed candidates, every for city council.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. HILL: And I... I'm not sure that was wise, but we did it. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MR. HILL: And we felt that we ought to do that and we told people, we are not trying to get you to vote this way or that way, we're just telling you what we think and we think it's a place to start the discussion.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was typical of newspapers in that time.

MR. HILL: A lot of papers did that and then a lot of papers didn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. But you don't have as much of the editorial, you know, taking a stand, anymore in the newspapers, do you?

MR. HILL: No. But we felt that was an obligation that we had. And it was not to try and convince anybody but to get them to thinking about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly. I'm sure that created a lot of ... interchange.

MR. HILL: Oh, yeah. (laughter) A lot of people thought that was terrible, but I remember one election -- it was an election for the state senator and state representative. There were two exceedingly good candidates for both of those positions. I think, after that, I really wondered whether we ought to keep doing that because there was no reason not to endorse all four of those candidates. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...

MR. HILL: We did what we'd always been doing and we picked somebody for each one.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did they win?
MR. HILL: One did and one didn't. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Did you get... did you ever get backlash? I mean from politicians that you didn't endorse?

MR. HILL: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. HILL: Yeah. And we endorsed, you know, I can remember, we endorsed Lamar Alexander when he first ran for ... And we didn't, I don't remember that we endorsed for governor. We didn't... We sort of stayed out of that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... What else about the... 'Cause, I mean, I'm asking about the newspaper because you're the expert on the newspaper and it was your life, so.

MR. HILL: It was my life.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was your life, wasn't it? Now, what kind of community involvement did you and your family have? I mean, obviously the newspaper was community involvement ...

MR. HILL: Yeah, well I ... Joan said that when she married me I was one thing and when I came here I suddenly turned into something else and I don't know whether that's true or not, but... I did get very involved in some community things, you know. The Roane-Anderson Economic Council is the one thing that stands out in my mind because it was something that we started.

MR. MCDANIEL: Which was the predecessor of ETEC, wasn't it?
MR. HILL: Predecessor of ETEC.

MR. MCDANIEL: And what was the purpose of that?
MR. HILL: Well, it was to... For industrial development was the primary purpose and we wanted it to be representative of all of Anderson County and Oak Ridge and we worked hard to get Horace Wells involved with us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. He was the publisher of the ...

MR. HILL: Clinton Courier News.
MR. MCDANIEL: Clinton Courier News.
MR. HILL: And over the years, Horace and I became fast friends also and that was... So he became active and we had somebody from Roane County, I can't remember now who it is, but we had two people from Roane County that were very much involved and that's Roane-Anderson Economic Council. But we tried to work on industrial development. The city had an industrial development person on their staff at that time but it didn't seem to us that it was... that he was producing that much.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: And we did have some success. I think Boeing came here, and there's no question that Roane-Anderson got Boeing to come here, and for a particular contract that they got. But they came here and they... after they no longer had that contract, they stayed for many years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: They're not here anymore, but they did stay for many years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Why did you start that? I mean, did you ... Did you see that this federal town was, if the federal government went away, there wouldn't be much left? Is that, kind of, the main reason?
MR. HILL: Well, besides the industrial development, there's also the question of ... You know, the federal government owns a huge amount of land.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: And they pay no taxes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: We worked awfully hard -- we never succeeded -- to try to get them to pay taxes. We did succeed in getting a couple of things done. We got, at one point, they actually came up with some ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Money...
MR. HILL: Money.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was a payment in lieu, called payment-in-lieu-of-taxes, is that correct?

MR. HILL: Yes. But it was not sufficient.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: But we did work hard on that. And, I guess, the people involved in Roane-Anderson Economic Council were... Of course, the lead was Gene Joyce.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: But the other... I was deeply involved in it and Don Maxwell was deeply involved in it and Ben Adams was and Les Dale, I think those are the people who primarily...

MR. MCDANIEL: Who really started it.
MR. HILL: ... got it started. I have to give Maxwell credit for the Boeing thing over and above everyone else. He worked awfully hard on it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: I think all of us, at one time went out to Washington to work on that. I had one wonderful trip with Don going out there once, which I will not tell you all about. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. HILL: We did also succeed when the, and this is where my memory gets... I need to work on the memory a little bit.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
MR. HILL: Maybe we'll come back to that.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right, sure. So, over the years, you said a while ago, you said, 'My wife accuses me of being one thing when she married me and becoming something else.' What was that?
MR. HILL: Well, I did get involved in more community activities than I probably should have.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Whereas before you were just single-purposed newspaper man, weren't you?

MR. HILL: Yeah, but... And I never, never lost the focus on the newspaper. That was my primary interest and that was... But I did get involved in a lot of other things. Some things like I'd been... I'd taught Red Cross swimming before I came here and as soon as I got here I started doing that again.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. HILL: And I did that for years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MR. HILL: I had the Red Cross lifesaving class every... every summer, usually twice. And, of course, I became very active in the Tennessee Press Association. I was president of that at one point. I was very active with the Southern Newspaper Publishers' Association. And I was chairman of the organization, it doesn't sound very good but it was very important to us, it was the Small Newspaper, the Southern Newspaper Publishers' Small Newspaper Committee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: And we had papers that, generally, were 20,000 or less circulation were in that and we had an annual meeting and we did a lot of things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, why did you ... Why did you never leave? I mean, I'm sure there were opportunities. I'm sure you could have sold the paper and moved on to other things.

MR. HILL: Oh, I ... this became my home. You know, after we got here, we had three children and they all went to the Oak Ridge schools. It just became home and I'd determined... And I'd always, way back, I'd sort of decided I wanted to retire a little bit early and -- that's not why I sold the paper. There were other reasons which I will not go into about why I sold the paper, but...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. HILL: It had a lot to do with my sister's involvement.

MR. MCDANIEL: But... I would imagine, probably, part of that was, you found a place that you felt comfortable staying.

MR. HILL: I certainly did.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, you moved so much your first 20 years of your life, or 30 years, you know.

MR. HILL: My children weren't going to go through that. Although, you know, I benefitted from that. I don't have any problem with saying that I think that was probably one of the greatest things that ever happened.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure.
MR. HILL: But it was only afterwards that I came to that conclusion. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly. Well is there anything else you want to talk about? Anything else you want to tell me?

MR. HILL: What else do I want to talk about, Peter?

Gentleman (off-camera): Well, let's see. You've talked about the payment-in-lieu-of-tax stuff...

MR. HILL: Oh, the payment-in-lieu of tax stuff. We really did have some success with that payment-in-lieu-of-tax in that we got a bunch of money at one point from them. But also, when Carbide said they were not going to run this anymore, we came up with an idea. This was strictly Roane-Anderson came up with this idea. We got a commitment from the companies that were vying for getting this contract.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: To commit to, when they ... If they got the contract, to putting a certain amount of money into Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Into the community.

MR. HILL: Into the community.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was Roane-Anderson...
MR. HILL: Roane-Anderson did that. And when they... when they came, they followed through and they did that. Unfortunately, it was not followed through later.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: We got the commitment. We got a lot of money into different things in Oak Ridge, but it turned out to be a one-time thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MR. HILL: And I think Roane-Anderson felt that they... it was not their job to do that anymore and others should have pushed that, but they didn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: And the ... Incidentally, I think Roane-Anderson was a very effective organization and I think it did a lot, but what Jim Campbell has done with that since he took it over after it changed from Roane-Anderson to

MR. MCDANIEL: To ETEC...
MR. HILL: ETEC is incredible.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: And that is a huge organization now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. And didn't Jim work for... Didn't Jim work for you?

MR. HILL: Oh, yeah. He was sports editor, then editor at one time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: Yeah, he worked for us but he turned out to be the perfect person to take over ETEC and he's made that a remarkably big organization. Well, I guess I've been... I've done a bunch of other things. I was on the... I did a lot of work at the Tennessee Press for years. I was on several boards. I was on the board that ... but the name of it escapes me... 
Gentleman (off-camera): The Board of Professional Responsibility. 
MR. HILL: The Board of Professional Responsibility, yeah, they oversaw the attorneys, if the attorneys got out of line well, the Board of Professional Responsibility called them on it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MR. HILL: I was on that for, I guess, seven years. That was a... I was... They had... It was all lawyers on that except at one point they decided they ought to have some non-lawyers on that thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: So I was one of the first three non-lawyers that was picked for that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was this while you were still working or after you had retired.

MR. HILL: Yeah, it was while I was still working.

MR. MCDANIEL: So what have you done after... since you've retired? Well, since you retired the newspaper business, officially, I guess?

MR. HILL: I've been increasingly less active. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: I'm trying to remember what else I've been doing.

Gentleman (off-camera):  I haven't known you except the last few years, so I don't really have much on that besides this year. I think you've been, you know, a lot more involved with your family and doing a lot of family reunions and keeping up with all those people back in Kansas and everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you're kind of in true retirement, then. Kind of true retirement.

MR. HILL: Oh, I'm truly retired now.

MR. MCDANIEL: You do what you want.
MR. HILL: Yes, I really do what I want. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, Tom, thank you for taking time to talk with me today. I certainly appreciate it.

MR. HILL: Thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was very interesting and I know the... Your life and your family and the Oak Ridger is one of the founding cornerstones of the City of Oak Ridge.

MR. HILL: I wish we could get more about what my wife did, but that's... she would be the last who would want to talk about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
Gentleman (off-camera): Joanagraphs.
MR. HILL: Oh, yeah, she had a column in the paper for years that was, I think, the best read thing in the paper.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. HILL: It was called Joanagraphs, that's right. And they were clever articles.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, thank you so much...
Gentleman (off-camera): You need to talk a little bit about Roane State. That was something you were very active and involved in, getting Roane State here.
MR. HILL: I really was involved in that.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you were involved in getting Roane State in Oak Ridge?

MR. HILL: Yes, I was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. 

MR. HILL: And that's something that ... You know, back, a long time ago, shortly after I came here, there was a thing to try to start a College of Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: College of Oak Ridge, right.
MR. HILL: And I got heavily involved in that, but in a very low area, because I was brand new at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: But I, you know, I helped raise money for it, but then that fell through. It was doomed from the start, but none of us realized that at the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: It, you know, at that time it just became... A lot of people very much wanted to have a college in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: And it... Over a period of time it became obvious that the only thing was going to get a community college. So a lot of people worked on getting a community college in Anderson County because the sister of the governor was not about to allow that to happen. I can't remember her name now... you remember?

Gentleman (off-camera): Anne Belle Clement.
MR. HILL: Anna Belle Clement.

MR. MCDANIEL: Anna Belle Clement.
MR. HILL: She became a good friend, which she always said, "It's going to be in Roane County."

MR. MCDANIEL: It's going to be in Roane County. Because that's where ... right...

MR. HILL: And it was in Roane County.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: But then we started working on getting a campus in Oak Ridge and that's what I ended up working hard on. And that became very controversial because there was a guy -- dentist in Oak Ridge -- who was on a board in the state ... He said that there'd never be anything in here and I just ignored him and worked hard to try to make sure something happen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: And then, when it did happen, he and ____ argued and he said it was all because of him. (laughs) J.D. Johnson. I don't know if you've heard of him or not. Anyway, that's ... I did a lot of work on that. A lot of other people did a lot of work, too. There were actually three different organizations...

MR. MCDANIEL: That were working...
MR. HILL: Trying to get... That were working to get that here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: Two of us finally merged to work together. Well, Elizabeth was very much involved in one of the organizations and we sort of got together toward the end.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
Gentleman (off-camera): I know you were real active in speaking out about housing issues in the community, Actions Council, community relations issues and those kinds of things.

MR. HILL: Those were things the paper was very much involved in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: We editorialized on that and it was... Some of the relationships have been wonderful.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: I guess one that I will never forget is Mayor Bissell.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. HILL: Who was... He was really a different kind of guy. A guy that, he really didn't read much and he really wasn't very good at writing but he was one awfully good mayor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. HILL: But you know how he got his information?

MR. MCDANIEL: How's that?
MR. HILL: He would say, "Hey, I have... come here and sit by me, we need to talk." And he'd do that with me and everybody else in town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. HILL: And that's how he ... that's how he got his information.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. HILL: Literally.

MR. MCDANIEL: He was a very personable man, wasn't he? I mean...
MR. HILL: Oh, yes he was. Everybody liked him.

MR. MCDANIEL: ...people loved him, I mean, you know.

MR. HILL: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: 'Cause he had such a big personality and he was a good politician, wasn't he?

MR. HILL: Oh, boy, he was excellent. He gathered his information from a whole lot of people. He'd like, "Come sit with me for a while." (laughter) And he'd ask you a lot of questions and he'd go away, "Ah, that's interesting."

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, very good. Well, thank you, Tom. I appreciate it so much.

MR. HILL: Thank you.
[End of Interview]
45

