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MR. MCDANIEL: I am Keith McDaniel and today is March 2, 2016, and I'm at the home of Terry Harris here in Oak Ridge on Damascus Road, Ms. Harris, thank you for talking to us.

MRS. HARRIS: I'm glad you came by.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let's talk about, let's start at the beginning. I know you're not, you weren't born in Oak Ridge or this area, so tell me where you were born and raised, something about your life growing up.
MRS. HARRIS: Well, I was born in New York City. My mother and father were from the Ukraine. They met and married here and they were living in Manhattan, or maybe not Manhattan, maybe, perhaps Brooklyn more than Manhattan.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: He was a man that made sample clothing for a manufacturer. The man moves his factory to Peekskill, New York, which was about 30, 40 miles outside Manhattan, and I grew up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. HARRIS: And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, your father and mother were immigrants?

MRS. HARRIS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: They came from the Ukraine.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. HARRIS: Then, I had a baby brother and I lived in Peekskill and commuted to Manhattan, first for secretarial school, then to several jobs in Manhattan. Then, I got a job in the Woolworth building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let me ask you a question: Now, what year were you born?
MRS. HARRIS: 1923.

MR. MCDANIEL: 1923, Ok.

MRS. HARRIS: And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you, so you graduated high school, Peekskill.

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then, you started working in New York, commuting in and out of the city, right?

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. But, I worked for Charles of the Ritz for a short period of time and then, I forget, I did work for a bank. Then, somehow, I got to Union Carbide for an interview and they told me that they, there was a job in Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: About what year was this? In the early ‘40s?

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: Can't remember exactly but they closed the whole office out. There were engineers and secretaries and financial people and I think we were on the 14th floor of the Woolworth building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. HARRIS: Then, they just shut it down (claps) just like that. All of us who wanted to, could come to Oak Ridge or good-bye. You no longer have a job with Union Carbide, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: And I went home to my mother, and I said, told her what the situation was. She said, "Well, why don't you go to Tennessee?" And she said, "I left Europe, couldn't even speak the language," she said, "At least you can speak the language." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Little did you know ... (laughter)

MRS. HARRIS: Little did we know, East Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was different.
MRS. HARRIS: But she, she just said, go ahead, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you were probably around 20 or so ...
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... when that happened.

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Time for you to kind of get out and see some of the world.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. So, living in Manhattan was fine, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. HARRIS: I lived in a girls club ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: ... and were active and we did lots of things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: But coming to Oak Ridge was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me what you remember about that, coming to Oak Ridge.

MRS. HARRIS: Well, we got off the ... We slept, the train went into a siding in Knoxville and we finished the night sleeping in the Pullman. Then, we were awakened by the porters and their, Union Carbide or whoever Carbide, had cars out by the Pullman and said they were for Oak Ridge people. But it was early morning and there was no place to eat on the Pullman. So the car, there was a car that took us to the S&W -- is it S&W?

MR. MCDANIEL: S&W Cafeteria.
MRS. HARRIS: That was next to the theater on Gay Street.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. HARRIS: And we had our first meal in Tennessee at that restaurant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: Then the car came and took us and drove us out here and we stopped and had all the GIs check all of our luggage. It was ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: (laughs) It was a little scary, wasn't it? 

MRS. HARRIS: Well, we weren't accustomed to all that, or that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ... Now how many, about how many people came down when you came down on that train and on that trip?

MRS. HARRIS: I have no idea. I know there were 'bout four of the engineers that were assigned to our little office complex.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: But there were many other people ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: ... around and on different floors.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you have girlfriends that you worked with, that came down at the same time?

MRS. HARRIS: No, isn't that strange? None of them wanted to leave Manhattan. They stayed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: I think I was the only one that came down here. There was one girl that was on another floor in the Woolworth building and I thought, surely, she would come down but she said, no, she wanted to stay in New York.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you came, so you got to Oak Ridge, and they checked all your luggage and ...

MRS. HARRIS: All, everything. It was, that was a surprise, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: Because we never had anything like that up in New York.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember what year that was that you came to Oak Ridge?
MRS. HARRIS: Well, I was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it during the war?
MRS. HARRIS: I was 21.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you were born in '22, '23, did you say?
MRS. HARRIS: 19 ... 1923 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. HARRIS: ... was my birth year.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, this would have been about 1944.

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was during the war.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. HARRIS: There were GIs, of course ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.

MRS. HARRIS: ... at the post.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember, when you came to Oak Ridge, when you got off the bus, where that was? Was it at a gate or was it in, in town?

MRS. HARRIS: No, we stopped at the gate. I don't remember where we got our, our passes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: Somewhere, we got our passes, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. HARRIS: But, I had some knitting that I was doing, and the GI opened the door -- they checked everything, you know, your luggage and if you had carry-ons  or something -- and he opened the door and my yarn fell and it had rained, and there was mud, and my yarn fell in the mud. He was embarrassed, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure.

MRS. HARRIS: And I was annoyed and ... But that went on. Then, I was, don't remember if I went to the plant to be assigned a dormitory, but my first dormitory was out on the west end of town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. HARRIS: And then, they took us out to the plant for our, for our badges.

MR. MCDANIEL: For your badges. Right.
MRS. HARRIS: And our work assignments.

MR. MCDANIEL: At K-25?

MRS. HARRIS: At K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...

MRS. HARRIS: It was ... And those dormitories were really like offices, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: We had a man in personnel who had been a pitcher for one of the ball teams in Manhattan.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. HARRIS: Murphy, I think his name was, that was very friendly, very helpful. I worked in an office as secretary to a man named Tom Lane in industrial relations. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. HARRIS: And, he was in charge of all that kind of personnel stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: He was ... he had worked for somebody in the government, but I can't place, remember, what, but it was Tom E. Lane. He was from Boston, and had a thick Boston accent. I had never heard it before.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: The whole thing was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet it was kind of surreal, wasn't it?
MRS. HARRIS: It really was, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you know, did you have any idea, when you went out there to work, what was, what was going on? What Oak Ridge was all about?
MRS. HARRIS: Oh, no. No ... Well, we suspected ...

MR. MCDANIEL: They probably told you it was war work. For the war, I mean.

MRS. HARRIS: I had some suspicion, but nothing that I could really put my finger on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Let me ask you, what was it, tell me about living in the dorm. This was a women's dorm, I suppose. You probably had a cafeteria close by that you had to go eat your meals at. Talk about that a little bit.

MRS. HARRIS: Well, I was assigned a dorm room and when I got to it, there were two beds.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: So, I took one. Nobody was in the other one for about two nights. Then, one, in the middle of the night, somebody turn on all the lights in the room, and turned out it was the girl that was in the other bed. (laughter) I think she was a cafeteria worker.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. HARRIS: And boy, my nose went up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: I'm a secretary in industrial relations and you're a cafeteria worker and we’ve got to share a room? (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. So, in a hurry, I got a private room, believe me. And I was assigned to Tom Lane's office. He had a Bostonian secretary, and he was from Boston.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: He had a thick, thick, accent. She, she liked to pick on everybody and she was a big woman and I was puny and she picked on everybody, including me. Then, there was an opening for a secretary to the man that was the, I forgotten what you call him, but we had a power plant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MRS. HARRIS: You know about the power plant?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
MRS. HARRIS: What that was?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, ma'am.
MRS. HARRIS: So, I was, I asked for the transfers, so I worked in the office there until I met my husband and we courted…
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: … and got married.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you meet him out there? Did he work at K-25?
MRS. HARRIS: Well, he was a, worked at the lab.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. HARRIS: At K-25 and I worked in the office. It turned out that I had met this lady in New York when we were waiting for the transfer from New York to Tennessee ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: ... and she was married to Milas Skidmore. He was doing lab work at Columbia and my husband was, worked at Columbia. I got transferred down here and he got transferred down here, and he was in the men's dorm not too far away from the dorm where I was assigned at the west end of town. One day, my mother sent me a package and it was misdelivered. It was delivered to his dorm. (laughter) In the rain. So, I walked down and got the package and Warren saw me walking in the rain with the package and stopped and offered me a lift. He drove me back to my dorm then asked for a date.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. HARRIS: And Skidmore's staff, he and his wife were very nice. They divorced very, sometime rather quickly.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...

MRS. HARRIS: But they were the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But they were living here.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. HARRIS: And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you had, kind of had built in friends there, didn't you?
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. It worked out fine. But, but they were the only friends that, that we, I knew ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: ... and had any contact. But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, how long did you and your husband date before you got married?

MRS. HARRIS: Oh, you know, it's strange, I haven't thought about that. Not very long.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: We went, we would go to church, Knoxville, St. John's Episcopal Church downtown ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: ... and we made an appointment to talk to the rector. He, when we met, he was surprised. He thought we were, had already been married ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MRS. HARRIS: ... that we were going to church every Sunday together, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: to St. John's, and so he was surprised, but he married us in the little chapel off the side of St. John's.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: Then, we were assigned a (laughs) a dorm, one of the dorm rooms, way at the west end of town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. HARRIS: Those dorms, I think, are still up there. There's, like at Robertsville, that junior high school up there, and then street, and then there's some dorm, or there were dormitories in to the right.

MR. MCDANIEL: There were dormitories down there. They're not there anymore.

MRS. HARRIS: And that's where ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: ... we spent two or three weeks there before we were assigned an A house up on Outer Drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, I had not heard of couples being in the dorms.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I didn't know they had a couples dorms.

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. And we went to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you got an A house on Outer. Ok.

MRS. HARRIS: And we were there, we had both children.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. HARRIS: A boy and a girl.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: But there was only two bedrooms.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.
MRS. HARRIS: And, at that time, housing was assigned by the size of the house, of the family ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: ... and the children.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
MRS. HARRIS: So, one day, I had, Warren went to his boss and his boss said to him, "Well, how are things going?" And he says, "Well, at work, fine, but at home, no." (laughter) And so, I think the man's name was Dr. Hurt or Hill, not Hill, Hurd.

MR. MCDANIEL: Hurd. 

MRS. HARRIS: I think, assign, gave Warren a slip that we could look for a house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. HARRIS: Because we had a boy and a girl, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: You needed a three-bedroom, didn't you?

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. Needed three. Then, also at that time, it was discovered that I had a heart problem. And so, I was looking for a level house ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: ... and level lot kind of thing ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: ... and this was the house. So, we've been in this house 60 plus years.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, this is a D house, and, probably, by then, this was after the war, and there're lots more houses available ...
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... than there were during the war, because a lot of people left.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, after the war. 

MRS. HARRIS: But, now that I look at it, we should've looked further, but my little boy was four plus, and ready to go to school and Elm Grove was right down here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right down the hill.
MRS. HARRIS: And just everything was sort of ideal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: This lot was flat, you know, and so that's why we took this house and been here ever since.

MR. MCDANIEL: Been here ever since.

MRS. HARRIS: Sixty plus years.

MR. MCDANIEL: The ... Let's go back a little bit. I want to ask you about -- you kind of skipped over this while ago when I asked you about eating in the cafeteria when you were in the dorms. What was that like for you? I mean, you came from New York and you'd been exposed to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Well, the food was different, obviously. The only thing ... Warren and I would often get in his car and drive up towards Norris, where there was a restaurant that we ate at there. One time, I was ill in the dormitory, and Warren would go down to the cafeteria and get some food and bring it out to the dorm for me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But it wasn't bad food, I mean, or was it?
MRS. HARRIS: It wasn't what we were accustomed to, obviously.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. HARRIS: But, we could tolerate it, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: I had one woman I interviewed years ago, she said, she grew up on a farm.

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: She said, I couldn't stand, she said, I think I lost 15 pounds that first year. She said, “Those powdered eggs, I couldn't stand them.” (laughter) So ... 

MRS. HARRIS: Well, I hadn't even ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Thought about that.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: But back, during the war, I mean, you know, there were, there were shortages of things that ...
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... Oak Ridge was pretty good about at least getting what you needed, I would imagine.

MRS. HARRIS: I don't remember ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. HARRIS: ... too much about the food because Warren and I did eat together and out of town a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see, I see.
MRS. HARRIS: We went to Regas' a lot in Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: The first meal in Tennessee was at the S&W ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Cafeteria.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. That's what, we got into a car after we got out of the Pullman, and it drove us to the S&W.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right, which was right down on Gay Street there, next to the theater.

MRS. HARRIS: Next to the theater, yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: The theater, yeah.

MRS. HARRIS: But that was my first meal in Tennessee. 

MR. MCDANIEL: That's a pretty good ...
MRS. HARRIS: Still remember it.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's a pretty good meal.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah, it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, you know.

MRS. HARRIS: Though I wasn't accustomed to colored bus boys serving.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.

MRS. HARRIS: You know. And then, when we came to Oak Ridge, there was a cafeteria similar.

MR. MCDANIEL: Similar to the, Central Cafeteria.

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. And ... But I wasn't quite accustomed.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was, let me ask you about that. I mean, what was the difference, you know? I mean, Tennessee's the South and this was in the days of segregation.

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, what was it like in New York when you were there? I mean, was it, were there, was it as segregated or did it matter, or not?

MRS. HARRIS: Hard to remember. Hard to remember.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, that's fine.
MRS. HARRIS: One thing I did remember, was that I commuted, not every weekend, but nearly every weekend, to Manhattan, to Peekskill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: And took my clothes with me and Mother would launder them and put them in the suitcase. Then, I'd come back on the Central, DO Central back to Manhattan. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: And I do remember, one time that I was getting off the train at Grand Central. There was a colored soldier on the train, and he saw me carrying my suitcase, and he carried my suitcase for me. We got on the subway, he went with me to the club where I lived.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: I had never had that happen before ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. HARRIS: ... that ... He was a GI and he was just, apparently, lonesome or something and wanted some contact.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. MCDANIEL: But I had never thought about being with a colored man and, but he was very pleasant, very helpful. When he got to the door, to the club where I lived -- we called it a club ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: ... it was a dormitory -- he thanked me and I thanked him for carrying the suitcase and never exchanged names or addresses. But he was a GI and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. HARRIS: But, and for a while, I did work at a bank on 40, 125th Street in Man, in Harlem, right next to the Apollo Theater.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you really?
MRS. HARRIS: It was a savings bank, right next to the Apollo. I didn't even know that it, about the Apollo ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: ... and the entertainment and the things. I just knew it had movies.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: The girls that worked at the bank, when we came out for lunch, we'd walk and we'd walk, and we'd walk past the front part of the Apollo. Boys and kids would ask for money to, a nickel or a dime, so that they could collect money to go into the Apollo.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: There were policemen on horseback at every block. When the white girls from the offices would go out for lunch, the policemen on horseback at this corner would watch you walk 'til you got to this corner.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: Then, man on horseback would pick you up at that corner and watch you walk to the next corner and you were never interfered with ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...

MRS. HARRIS: ... because the police were on horseback ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: ... walking right along. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly, exactly.

MRS. HARRIS: I know, I didn't realize, back then, how much they were watching us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: And making sure we were not at all ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: ... bothered.

MR. MCDANIEL: Bothered or in danger or anything like that.

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. But the young kids would ask for a nickel or dimes so that they could go into the Apollo.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so was it a shock to you when you came to Tennessee and you saw blacks being servants?

MRS. HARRIS: I didn't see blacks that much.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, you didn't? You didn't see them. 

MRS. HARRIS: No. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. HARRIS: I didn't see them at the, at the plant and I certainly didn't hire any because I always did all my work myself.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: It was a long time before I really got to meet black people here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. So, you and your husband, you ended up in this house, you had two kids and were you still working at the plant at that time?

MRS. HARRIS: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Down at K-25?
MRS. HARRIS: No, Warren, Warren didn't want me to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: So, I've kept house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Raised kids.
MRS. HARRIS: Raised two kids. Well, the Elm Grove Elementary School was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Just right down the hill.
MRS. HARRIS: ... right down the holler.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: Then, when the kids got into junior high and senior high, Warren would drive them to the school in the morning in his car, or truck, on his way to work, and drop the kids off and go on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MRS. HARRIS: We just had it, it was a good situation here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: Walter hadn't started even kindergarten until we were in this house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right. And is he the older?

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.  He ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. HARRIS: Can't remember how many years difference between Helen and Walter, 'bout four, maybe. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: Something like that. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: But this house was ideal for me at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Mmm-hmm, sure.
MRS. HARRIS: The yard was flat, but after a while, I was sorry that we didn't look for another house with a different lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, this is right on kind of on a main ...

MRS. HARRIS: Drag.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... a main drag ...

MRS. HARRIS: It was.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... area.
MRS. HARRIS: But we ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: But you, you know ...
MRS. HARRIS: We managed, but it's been 60 years. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you could still move if you wanted to, I guess.

MRS. HARRIS: But, there was something ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Anyway ...
MRS. HARRIS: The other day, about ... movie ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, let's go back, let's talk a little bit about your life in Oak Ridge. What was your life like? What were you involved in when you were raising kids? I'm sure you didn't stay at home all the time.
MRS. HARRIS: Well, I was active in the Red Cross.

MR. MCDANIEL: What did you do there, just volunteer?
MRS. HARRIS: One of the jobs was, we were collecting money for the Red Cross. I got assigned to go to the grade schools and collecting nickels and dimes from the grade school kids for the Red Cross.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. HARRIS: And I did something else for the Red Cross. I had a uniform and, you know, the ... But I don't remember what the other functions were but I do remember collecting money from grade school children.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Was that common, I mean, back then? Was that a big thing across the country, do you know?

MRS. HARRIS: I don't think so. The one time I was, there was some sort of a function and I was told that I could escort two, a boy and a girl, Junior Red Cross people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: A boy and a girl, and we got on the train, I don't remember where it was. I want to say, Kentucky, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...

MRS. HARRIS: ... but, what the function was, but I sort of escorted the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: ... the kids and it was just, maybe, a two day thing, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: But we did go on a Pullman train. I do remember taking them to eat in the dining car on the train and they, their eyes were just popping to eat on the dining car.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, they'd never, probably, experienced something like that before.

MRS. HARRIS: That, can't remember, there was a lady named, I think her last name was Lead, and she was in charge of that Red Cross branch. And there was something about finances, that either she was accused of not turning in the money that was collected.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: I forgot. There was some scandal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Some scandal, Ok.

MRS. HARRIS: But just what it was, I'm not sure.

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh ... You were talking about -- we had to adjust some things -- but you were talking about your work with the Red Cross ...
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and you taking those kids on that trip ...

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and there was some kind of scandal with the woman who ran the Oak Ridge office of the Red Cross.

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, let's move on from there. What other things did you do? Were you active in Oak Ridge and ...
MRS. HARRIS: Well, I was in Playhouse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, tell me about, you'd mentioned that before we started today. Talk about the Playhouse a little bit.

MRS. HARRIS: Well, I did costumes for Playhouse for years. Sewed a lot of them. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MRS. HARRIS: Like, 'Life With Father,' and did period, I liked period costuming. You used to have two or three other women that liked, did costumes and we'd have a sewing session and here, we'd bring their sewing machines in and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Now, when was this? When was this? Was this in, what, the '50s, '60s, maybe? It was when Paul Ebert was here.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah, Paul, well, even before Paul, there was somebody at Playhouse.

MR. MCDANIEL: The Little, the Little Theatre of Oak Ridge, I guess is what ...
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... it was, huh?
MRS. HARRIS: We used to practice ... Way out on the west end of town, there was a grocery store that was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was on Robertsville Road.

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. And we used to practice there and I did costume fittings out there.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that's when you would go and you'd practice there and you'd go to the high school for the performance, right?
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. I had a friend whose husband did the sets and carried them ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. HARRIS: ... the walls, you know, the background...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
MRS. HARRIS: And she and I both sewed on the costumes. She's still alive.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was, what was their names?
MRS. HARRIS: Keller. Charles Keller and Dorothy Keller.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. HARRIS: Chuck was red-headed and Dot, sandy hair like me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: And then ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But you did that, you did that for a number of years.

MRS. HARRIS: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were your kids involved in the Playhouse?
MRS. HARRIS: No, they weren't. They weren't interested in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: How did you get involved? Do you remember?
MRS. HARRIS: One, because I like to sew and there was a lady across the street, when we lived over on Outer Drive. Did she ... ? She was from Rochester, originally. Rochester, New York, so I don't think. I don't think she got me into ... But I somehow got doing costumes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Somehow, they wrangled you into working with the Playhouse like they're so good at ...

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah, it was costumes more than ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: ... as I say, but Marguerite was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Marguerite Blake.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. But it was before, I think, before she and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It was Marguerite Ebert.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, and she was married to Paul.
MRS. HARRIS: It was before, don't remember who directed, 'Life With Father.' That was one of the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was one of the ones.
MRS. HARRIS: ... big costume thing, making those sailor dresses and stuff for the girls and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. HARRIS: Then, going down that tunnel, you know, to the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Green room.
MRS. HARRIS: ... to the lobby down to the tunnel down there and back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, sure, sure ... Now, what other things did you do? You had Red Cross and the Playhouse.

MRS. HARRIS: Well, I was active in the church, the Episcopal Church. I was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Here in Oak Ridge?
MRS. HARRIS: Yes, but, but I was Nation ... president of a guild called the National Altar Guild, for all the United States.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. HARRIS: I went to Seattle for triennials that we had up there. Started a newsletter for the Altar Guild people. It still comes out, quarterly, I think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what about you and your husband. What social activities were you all involved in?

MRS. HARRIS: Well, not too many. Warren wasn't socially interested and active. And we worked in the yard, then we built a lake, we bought property on Watts Bar, we built a lake house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. HARRIS: So we were out at the lake house a lot of the weekend.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: Then, when the children came along, we would go out there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: Then, when the children got older, then the children's friends ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: In fact, this daughter lives in Chattanooga with her husband and family and they go out to the lake house.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you've still got the lake house?

MRS. HARRIS: Still got a lake house.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, there's, you know, I have, from the people that I've talked to, I've noticed there were a lot of Oak Ridgers that had lake houses, small cabins or ...
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... something like that at Watts Bar.

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I remember going, Bill Wilcox invited me and my family down to his little place ...

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... down on Watts Bar ...

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... you know, a couple times. And that must have been a nice getaway.

MRS. HARRIS: Oh, it, well, we all enjoyed it. But I had forgot, but we, we built the lake house. Fact, I even got on the roof and shingled. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: You know

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: All that good stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: But just the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, talk a little about your kids, them growing up in Oak Ridge. What was it like for them?

MRS. HARRIS: Well, the grade school was just over the hill here ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: Elm Grove.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: And Walter, for a while, did go to Webb School in Knoxville and he didn't care for it. Also, he lost contact with his Oak Ridge boyfriends, that they played together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: He couldn't play with the Knoxville Webb School boys ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: ... for me to drive back in to get him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MRS. HARRIS: So he got, asked to be transferred back to Oak Ridge. We took him to Paul Dunigan, was it? [Editor’s Note: Tom Dunigan]
MR. MCDANIEL: He was the principal.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah, and we had an interview and Walter chose to come back to Oak Ridge. Then he was given a choice of either going to the class that was coming up or he could repeat his previous class. He, himself, chose to repeat the previous one ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: ... because he felt he hadn't gotten everything that he needed. Helen went, she was three or four years younger than Walter and, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But they had a good school, I mean, it was good in Oak Ridge. They had ...

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. But we wanted him to go to Webb but Walter was not that much of a scholar.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: So he chose ...

MR. MCDANIEL: (whispered) Take your hand over the microphone.

MRS. HARRIS: Oh, I'm sorry.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.

MRS. HARRIS: He chose not to, to repeat ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: ... though I liked Webb very much. Helen never wanted to go to Webb.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, she wanted to stay here.

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. And we, I'd forgotten all about our Webb days. (laughter) I was not much of a driver ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: ... but I commuted.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, took them ...

MRS. HARRIS: But the lake house, but you're right, there are a lot of Oak Ridgers that built out there.

MR. MCDANIEL: That built, they built them themselves, you know, many of them did.
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah.  Oak Ridge, but used to be, they said that if something happened in Oak Ridge, you know, at the plants, that we would have our lake house to go to.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: But, we had to drive past the plants ... (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: To get there, didn't you?

MRS. HARRIS: …to go, to get there, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Of course, of course.

MRS. HARRIS: So, that really wasn't so practical, but anyway ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. HARRIS: Of course, they've now put four-lane highways out there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.

MRS. HARRIS: ... when it just used to be a little two-lane blacktop, you know, to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.

MRS. HARRIS: … to go to, well, we're this side of Spring City.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right, exactly ...

MRS. HARRIS: But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, what else do you want to talk about? What else do you, you know, remember about your life in Oak Ridge? Did you ever go back to work?

MRS. HARRIS: Never.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. HARRIS: Never went back to work. I was interested in going back, but Warren says, wasn't interested in my going. He wanted me to be at home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ... 

MRS. HARRIS: And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And did he work at K-25 until he retired?
MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. He worked, yeah, he was at the lab.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, excuse me, in the lab at K-25, wasn't he? Yes.

MRS. HARRIS: He was an electron microscopist.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. HARRIS: I have a nice picture of him at his elect -- at his microscope in a room back there. Have a more interesting picture of my mother and father in 1923 or '24 in their wedding.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Oh, my goodness.
MRS. HARRIS: They were, my father was a tailor and my mother stayed at home. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: Then, during the war years she worked for Fleischmann's that, Fleischmann's yeast.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, exactly.

MRS. HARRIS: Yeah. Also, both of them, really, she was a good seamstress.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, let me ask you a question: Did you ever think about moving after your husband passed away or after he retired, did you ever think about moving out of Oak Ridge?

MRS. HARRIS: No, not really. I have a kid brother that was up in New York, not far from Peekskill. He worked for IBM [International Business Machines] up there. There was only one other friend that, she and I started going to school the first grade. She was up there but she was working at a lawyer's office. But when I'd go up there, she and I would go to New York and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: ... go to the museum. I loved going to museums and Joanie and I would go into Manhattan and to museums. But, living in this girls club in Manhattan, on 29th Street, I don't know how many girls lived there. We were in double rooms.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. HARRIS: Then, when I was to come to Oak Ridge, then I gave up that room.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ... But you never thought about leaving Oak Ridge, really, after ... ?

MRS. HARRIS: No, not really. As I say, our lake house was an activity we did every week.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly, exactly ...

MRS. HARRIS: But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: All right, well, is there anything else you want to tell me about? Anything else you want to talk about?
MRS. HARRIS: No, not that I can think of. Not really. I just forgot what it was that triggered me to calling the library. Something triggered me.

MR. MCDANIEL: (laughs) Right. Well, we're glad you did.
MRS. HARRIS: Well ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And we appreciate you talking to us.

MRS. HARRIS: Well, I'm sure as soon as you drive down the hill, I'll remember a thousand things. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: That's the way it happens. That's the way it happens.

MRS. HARRIS: But, I just don't remember.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MRS. HARRIS: But my ... Oak Ridge has been a good place for Warren and I and the children and Walter loves it. He's up in Virginia, and he and his wife come down, not as frequently as I'd like them to come down, but they come.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. HARRIS: Then, Helen lives in Chattanooga ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: ... and she's been helpful, but I'd like to be close to the kids, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. HARRIS: ... I moved away from my parents, and Warren moved away from his mother, so that's ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, that's ...
MRS. HARRIS: ... to be expected.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... to be expected.
MRS. HARRIS: But Oak Ridge has been a good place for us, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good. All right, well thank you very much.

MRS. HARRIS: I think it's time to wrap it up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, well, thank you very much.
MRS. HARRIS: But I appreciate your coming.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.
[End of Interview]
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