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MR. HUNNICUTT:
This interview is for the Center for Oak Ridge Oral History.  The date is April 16th, 2015.   I am Don Hunnicutt in the home of Kay Hamrick, 335 East Drive, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take her oral history about living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee.  Kay, please state your full name, place of birth, and date.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Kay M. Hamrick, 9/1/34, Cherokee, Alabama.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And your father’s name, place of birth and date?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Bill Mason, well, William Mason.   He was born in Margerm, Alabama.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And your mother’s maiden name, place of birth and date?

MS. HAMRICK:  
She lived in Cherokee, Alabama, and my father always kidded her because she was four months older than he was.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And her maiden name was Mason?  What about your grandparents’ name on your father’s side and places of birth?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Let’s see.  My grandmother lived out in Oklahoma with relatives and she married George Mason, who had a farm in Margerm and they had to move when my father was small, well, he was about 15, I guess, because they were building the dams and his farm was going to be flooded and so we moved to Lawrenceburg, Tennessee, on a farm there with my grandfather and my parents and with kids.  There were two kids at that time and so we lived out on the farm about five miles outside of Lawrenceburg, so, for two or three years and then he worked in Memphis for TVA when they were building the Naval Base there in Memphis.  And so, we moved to Memphis and then he got the job in Oak Ridge and we moved back to Lawrenceburg.  My mother and the kids moved back to Lawrenceburg and he moved to Oak Ridge and you had to get on a list to get housing.  So, from there we moved to Concord, which is right outside Farragut and stayed there until we could get housing in Oak Ridge, and during the week he would go back and forth.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
On your mother’s side of the family, what was her parents’ name?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Rutland.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And do you recall where they lived?

MS. HAMRICK:  
They lived in Cherokee, had a farm in Cherokee.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what about your father’s school history?
MS. HAMRICK:  
He went to Cherokee High School and then he went to work for TVA and as I say, then he went to––he stayed with TVA pretty much until––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
He came to Oak Ridge?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Came to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your mother’s school history?

MS. HAMRICK:  
She graduated from Cherokee High School.  That’s where they met.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have brothers and sisters?

MS. HAMRICK:  
I have two brothers and a sister.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And their names are?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Wanda.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And your brothers’?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Joe and Larry.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And are they still living?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where do they live?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Wanda lives on Pennsylvania Avenue where my father lived for a long time.  He was ill and she moved in with him to take care of him.  My mother died in 1989.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And your two brothers?
MS. HAMRICK:  
The brothers?  Well, one of them lives here and Joe lives here.  The other one lives in Knoxville.   Larry lives in Knoxville.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall the place they were born and the dates by any chance?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Let’s see.  Joe is four years younger than I am, so was born in 1938 and Joe, no Joe, in ’38.   Larry in ’42.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And your sister, what about Wanda?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Wanda is 18 months older than I am so she was born in ’50, no ’32.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your mother work any while she was raising a family before moving to Oak Ridge?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Not really.  Well, and I take that back.   When she was, I think it was when she was in high school, she worked as a telephone operator there in Cherokee.  Her sister worked there after she did, but it was one of those you plug in, you know, the party lines and all that, so––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How big a town is Cherokee?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh, it’s very small.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The size of Oak Ridge or––?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh no.  It’s not this big.  It’s very small.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, most people knew everybody in town?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, a lot, yeah, pretty much.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you went to school, you started school in Cherokee, is that right?

MS. HAMRICK:  
No.  We moved to Lawrenceburg and I studied in a one room schoolhouse. I can remember one day, we had to take pictures and I had on coveralls and my sister didn’t want me to have my picture made because I wasn’t dressed too well, you know?   So, she didn’t let me have my picture made that year.   She was [inaudible].

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that your normal dress to go to school?
MS. HAMRICK:  
No.  Just––I just happened to have on that that day.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, what was the normal dress for girls in those days?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, you had to wear a dress.  You know, we didn’t wear pants like we do now.  So, you had to have on a dress.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did the boys, what type of clothing did the boys wear, do you remember?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Now, they did wear the jeans and you know, coveralls and that kind of thing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  So, tell me what it was like in the one-room schoolhouse.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, we had these desks, you know, with the place you work on and the boy sitting behind me. I had on, I had long corkscrew curls, you know, and he cut one of them off in the back.  I remember that.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, what did you do to him?
MS. HAMRICK:  
I didn’t do anything to him.  The teacher sent me home with a note of apology, plus I remember nothing happened, but he probably had to stand in the corner for a while.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like school?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  Yeah, I did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall how the school might have been heated?
MS. HAMRICK:  
I think we had a coal stove over in the corner or wood stove.   It was probably wood stove.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, how far did you live from the school?

MS. HAMRICK:  
About a mile.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Sort of walking distance?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.   The school was right next to my grandparents’ house and it was a, we were on the same farm, but we had a house further down the road about a mile down the road and so we walked to school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what grades did you attend there at Lawrenceburg?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Probably I guess, maybe first or second, something like that because we moved to Memphis and I went to school there.  I guess, the third grade and then we moved to Oak Ridge and I went to the––I started in the fifth grade at Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now when, recall that school a bit when you went to Memphis, what did you remember the difference in the school in Memphis than the one that you left?   Was it bigger or––

MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh, much bigger, although we lived in White Haven which is right on the edge of Memphis at that time.  Since then it’s gone, blocked it out, but the one thing I remember about that is I learned to ride a bicycle, a boy’s bicycle.   That was not fun.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that out of force or that was the only bicycle you had?

MS. HAMRICK:  
That was the only bicycle we had, so, anyhow that was fun.  That’s the main thing I remember about Memphis is riding that bicycle.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, what type of house did you live in when you moved to Memphis?

MS. HAMRICK:  
I remember it was a white three bedroom house.  It was a nice house right on the edge of town.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, prior to moving to Memphis, did you have your own bedroom?

MS. HAMRICK:  
No.  I always room with my sister.  My sister and I had one room and the boys the other.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Living on the farm, were you assigned chores to do?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were some of those?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, feeding the chickens and gathering the eggs and helping Mo with the meals.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you happy when you moved from the farm to Memphis so you didn’t have to do those chores?

MS. HAMRICK:  
I didn’t even think about it.   I remember we moved in a pickup truck and there wasn’t room for all of us in the cab, you know, because there were two boys and two girls plus Mother and Daddy, and so, two of us had to ride in the back and it was winter and we just about froze back there.  So, they finally brought us up and we were all crammed into the cab of that pickup truck, so––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Wow.  So, in Memphis, how far was the house from the school when you lived in Memphis?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, I remember we had to catch a bus.  So, it was some distance.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that kind of hard to learn since you never used buses before?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, I had my sister to depend on so, I didn’t––I don’t remember having any problems.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  So, the bus was to and from school?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, do you remember, did you take your lunch to school or did you happen to have your lunch?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yes.  We took our lunch.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What kind of food would that have consisted of?   Do you remember?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Probably a sandwich of some kind, cheese and crackers, that kind of thing.  That was before peanut butter, I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have to get up earlier to go to school in Memphis than you did when you lived on the farm?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, so you remember, we had to walk and when it snowed one time, we got to ride the horse, my sister and I, rode the horse to the school and left the horse at my grandfather’s which was right next door.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.
MS. HAMRICK:  
And rode the horse home.  That was quite an experience.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The farm in Lawrenceburg, was that owned by your father or did someone else own it?

MS. HAMRICK:  
That, my grandfather, it belonged to my grandfather and it had the two houses on it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, when he left, you all just rented a house and he was working for TVA in Memphis?   Is that right?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about him working at TVA in Memphis?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Not much really except it was a naval base.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what he did or his job?
MS. HAMRICK:  
He was on construction.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Construction?   And about how long was he there before you came to Oak Ridge?

MS. HAMRICK:  
A couple of years, I guess, maybe yeah, a couple of years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, during the time you were in Memphis, did you enjoy going to school?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  Yeah, I did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was there anything that––
MS. HAMRICK:  
I don’t remember anytime I didn’t enjoy going to school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  Well, did you have a favorite subject while you were going to Memphis at school?
MS. HAMRICK:  
I don’t remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  Do you remember any of your teachers’ names?
MS. HAMRICK:  
No.  I was just in first grade.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Something might have stood out though that they call it.
MS. HAMRICK:  
No.  I guess I was second grade by then.  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, when your father got the job in Oak Ridge, do you know how he got a job at Oak Ridge?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Somebody had recommended it to him and you know, he worked for TVA so they knew where the jobs were and somebody contacted him and so he came and got the job.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, he came up to Oak Ridge, got hired, and do you recall where he lived when he first came?

MS. HAMRICK:  
He lived in one of the dorms until we moved to Concord and then he moved in with us at Concord.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall whether your mother liked that move from Memphis way up here to the eastern part of the state?

MS. HAMRICK:  
I don’t remember her complaining about it.  Now when we moved into the K apartment, it was so tiny, but it didn’t work out.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, the house in Concord, was it about the same size as the Memphis house?

MS. HAMRICK:  
We lived upstairs and it was an older home and we rented an apartment upstairs.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And about how long did you live there, do you remember?

MS. HAMRICK:  
About a year until we got housing.  You know, we had to get on a list and then we moved to the K apartment, 323 West Outer Drive and went ––that was the first year that Highland View School was open.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you use the same truck to move from Memphis to Concord to K?

MS. HAMRICK:  
I guess we did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, you lived in a K apartment.  Explain to me what a K apartment looks like.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, you go upstairs and it has a little porch on the back and it had two bedrooms.  As I said, one of them, the one my sister and I had was about the size of a walk-in closet, very small rooms, had a kitchen and a bathroom and a living room and that’s about it.  It was very small.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How far away was the apartment from the Highland View School?
MS. HAMRICK:  
About a half a mile.   I guess.  We walked to school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And would that have been the fourth grade did you say you started there?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Fifth grade.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Fifth grade.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And so, do you remember what it was like the first day you went to school?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh, everything was new and it was exciting to meet the other kids.  No problems as far as I can remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you sense any difference in any some of the kids than from you that was there at Highland View because a lot of people came from different parts of the country?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Right.  Everybody was new.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.   Well, what were some of the classes you took at Highland View, do you recall?

MS. HAMRICK:  
We were all pretty much in the same class.  I don’t remember separate classes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The––
MS. HAMRICK:  
I remember we had––there were boardwalks and mud everywhere.  We had a little rat terrier and he got his foot caught in one of the cracks of the boardwalk and broke his leg so both of them really were a little bit long, the front legs, but anyhow, I remember the mud and the boardwalks.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, at Highland View, did you take your lunch to Highland View or they provide a cafeteria for you?

MS. HAMRICK:  
I think we took our lunch.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what grade did you finish at Highland View?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, it was sixth grade and then I went to Jefferson.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where was Jefferson located?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Jefferson is where Robertsville is now, on Robertsville Road.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what do you remember about that school?
MS. HAMRICK:  
I remember there was a brick building there.  They didn’t have all this other––they had––it was just mainly that brick building at that time because it was brand new, you know, they hadn’t built all the rest of the school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that from the old Robertsville school that was there?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Old Robertsville school, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And do you recall any evacuation chutes that was on, attached to the side of the school that you would slide down?

MS. HAMRICK:  
I don’t remember that.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That may have came afterwards?  

MS. HAMRICK:  
May have because some people have been there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Some people had mentioned that.   So, you don’t remember any of the brick structure that’s outside down there now?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yes, I remember that structure.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  So, some of that was already there?  Well, the reason I’m asking about the school’s configuration, there’s been a lot of unknowns about Robertsville and Jefferson, then Robertsville again and what was there, so, we always like to ask the students that went there what they remember how it was.

MS. HAMRICK:  
I just remember the brick building and then the––then they built the other part onto it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, when you went to Robertsville or Jefferson that is, I’m sorry.

MS. HAMRICK:  
It was called Jefferson then.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes, Jefferson Junior High.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What––did you notice anything different than the elementary school that you came out of?  How––was it, was the classes structured different or do you recall?

MS. HAMRICK:  
I’m sure that there were more individual classes, you know, like gym and–

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Music?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Music and but, other than that, I think, you would just had the regular classes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, speaking of music, I know you’re involved in music a lot today, when did you get involved in music?  

MS. HAMRICK:  
I guess really in Junior High.  We would have programs, you know, and people would ask me to do things and so, I did.  I remember working with Alice Lyman and I sang the song See the Nay.  I guess, it’s one she picked out and anyway, that was my first on––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Debut?
MS. HAMRICK:  
My debut, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, tell me a little bit about Alice Lyman.  I think everybody that’s ever lived in Oak Ridge knows who she is.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were your thoughts about her?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, she was very helpful.  She worked with me and I sang at quite a few places, you know, churches and school programs and that kind of thing and I later well, we’ll get into that in a minute, but I later directed the high school chorus for almost 15 years and the thing I remember about her, I was directing the orchestra in conjunction with the chorus that were singing a number and the orchestra was accompanying us and she complimented me on directing.  I almost fell out.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was kind of a rare thing to hear from her.
MS. HAMRICK:  
It was a rare thing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
She was very strict, wasn’t she?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah, very.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But you learned from her if you paid attention.

MS. HAMRICK:  
I did.  Yeah.  And I––she played the organ at the Chapel-on-the-Hill and I sang for several weddings up there too and she played for me so––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Speaking of her was that the only instrument that you ever heard her play or did she play anything else?

MS. HAMRICK:  
It was the only one I ever heard her play but I know she played other instruments.   I don’t know how many, but she knew enough to teach kids how to play it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  You know, she was quite an icon of the bridge you might say.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yes, she was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Anybody that had music with her and decided to learn, they learned.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yes, they did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They sure did.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Or they got out.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Right.   Back to the K apartment, a little bit Kay, do you remember how that was heated?

MS. HAMRICK:  
It must’ve been coal because I think we had a coal bin out front that they would come by periodically and put coal in the bin and then you had to carry it in.   These K apartments were set up––the apartment downstairs was a one bedroom and upstairs was the two bedroom and the same thing on the other end, so it was a four complex.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
With two families living in the K?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Four families.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Four families?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Two in the one bedroom units and two in the two bedroom units.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, how long did the family live there?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh, I guess, close to two years.  I don’t know.  It was something like that because I remember my dad talking about going in to meet with his supervisor and telling him if we didn’t get a house pretty soon, he was leaving and in two weeks we had a house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let’s go back to your dad’s work.  Do you recall what he did and who he worked for when he came to Oak Ridge?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, he came with TVA and while they were building Oak Ridge and then just stayed on with the subsequent companies.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was it always in construction?
MS. HAMRICK:  
No.  He became the manager of the research services.  He was over the research services and anything that the scientists dreamed up, it was the millwright and the welders and all the craftsmen and so they, the scientists would come to him with whatever they wanted built and he would tell them whether it was feasible or not and then his group would build it––  whatever gadget they needed for any experiment.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You may have told me that.  Which plant was it that he worked at?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Y-12.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Y-12?  And did he retire from Y-12?  

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember when he retired?

MS. HAMRICK:  
No.  No, I don’t because I was married and away from home by then.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  So, I guess that the apartment that was so little your mother just hated that probably didn’t she, coming from the larger houses you lived in before?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  He didn’t like it too well either.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall when you lived in that apartment, where she went and did her grocery shopping?

MS. HAMRICK:  
I imagine it was Cedar Hill, not Cedar Hill, Elm Grove?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now that there––
MS. HAMRICK:  
Pine Valley.  No, it was Pine Valley.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Pine Valley?  

MS. HAMRICK:  
Pine Valley.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Because that’s where my brothers went to school.  We moved down on Pennsylvania Avenue, 500 Pennsylvania Avenue and my brothers went to Pine Valley.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And so, when you lived on Pennsylvania, you were still going to Jefferson attending Robertsville space then?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you get to school?
MS. HAMRICK:  
A bus, I think.  I don’t remember riding the bus, but we must’ve gone by bus because it was a little far to walk.  We later walked to the high school because it was the new high school was right down from us, so––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, you mentioned earlier you got an opportunity to learn how to ride a boy’s bicycle.  

MS. HAMRICK:  
I would say that when I was in the first grade so––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  Did the bicycle come with the family to Oak Ridge?   Maybe your brothers had some later?

MS. HAMRICK:  
It must have.  I don’t remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  So, after you left Jefferson at Robertsville, I did it right then?  
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Then you attended the high school and where was the high school located?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Jackson Square at that time.  It’s before they built the new high school and––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, did you sense anything different about going to high school or junior high?

MS. HAMRICK:  
I guess the tenth and the eleventh is where I went to the high school at Jackson Square.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, when you started the tenth grade, did you see any difference there than in junior high?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh yeah.  Because we went to different classes, you know?  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Could you choose any of your classes, you choose your option?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.   You could choose.  There were certain ones that were required and others that you could choose from.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, I assume you chose some kind of music class?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And who was the music teacher at the high school when you were in at that time?

MS. HAMRICK:  
That was Mr. Bristo and I remember we had to try an audition for a musical we were doing.  I don’t even remember the name of the musical now, but I remember having an audition for it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you or do you play any musical instruments?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Not really.  I can play the piano just a little, very little and––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What difference do you see in Mr. Bristo than Miss Lyman?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, I never did have her actually in class.  I only had her, you know, to help me with––when I was doing something special.  Now he was the regular high school choral director and I don’t know how, why I remember his name, but I do.  Then Mr. Scarborough was when we moved to the high school, I remember Mr. Scarborough was the––my senior year was at the new high school and Mr. Scarborough was the director there and he helped me to get a scholarship to Western Kentucky, a music scholarship.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
He was at the high school for many years, wasn’t he?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Didn’t he go in to be the assistant principal at one time or something?
MS. HAMRICK:  
He worked in administration, at the administration office.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I see.  But he’s with the school system for many years, wasn’t he?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And in high school, everybody’s required to take physical education, PE, and I guess boys and girls do the same way when you had the girl take a shower is quite different than what you’re used to anywhere you ever came from.  At least it was with me.  

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But do you remember who the PE teachers were at the high school or––

MS. HAMRICK:  
Miss Gottshall.  I remember her.  We had a, what do you call it?   Well, we had run races and jump and all that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
On the track?

MS. HAMRICK:  
A track meet.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.
MS. HAMRICK:  
And I won the girls’ high jump and the boys, I remember the boy that won the boys’ high jump and they decided they wanted us to have a jump off and see who could jump the highest.  Well, I was dating him at the time and I beat him.  I jumped five two.  I was about four eight at the time and everybody kidded him so much that he never asked me for another date.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oh wow.
MS. HAMRICK:  
But that year, the next year, the Olympics, I jumped for five three, won the Olympics and every time, and after that, every time I’d see Miss Gotshall, she’d say, “I wish I’d sent your name in to the Olympic Committee.”  I said, “I wish you had too because I didn’t miss.”  I jumped five two and that was without any training, kind of rolled over, you know.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like track?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah, I did.  I ran that particular track meet, the boys the one that was supposed to do the final leg of the better relay.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The anchor person?
MS. HAMRICK:  
The anchor person.  I ran the boys and the boys relay that time and I also I did the hurdles.  I ran the hurdles.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, that’s always been intriguing to me, the hurdles.  How did you learn how to jump over the hurdles to start with?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, I didn’t have any training.  That’s the first time I’d ever done it.   I just ran.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, they’re spread apart and you got to be timed pretty well then, you know?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.   Well, I probably didn’t do as well as if I’d had a little training, but we won anyway.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, you’re telling me you were the anchor person on the boys’ relay team?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  And I did the hurdles.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, how in the world did you get into that?   I mean––
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, they were missing somebody.  He was sick that day or something.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, it didn’t matter whether it was a boy or a girl, right?
MS. HAMRICK:  
So, I just got drafted.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, did you all win?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yes, we did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was a silly thing to ask, wasn’t it?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  That was fun.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
During high school and you were talking about dating, where did you typically go on a date in high school?

MS. HAMRICK:  
We went to a movie at either Jackson Square and there was a drug store there and sometimes when I was dating my husband, this was after I graduated from high school, the funny thing was, he didn’t have much money.  He was going to UT and he was four years ahead of me and so, if it was raining, we had to ride the bus home.  If it was not raining, we went to the drug store and split a banana split and then walked home.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, this was when the high school was in Jackson Square, up on the hill?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the name of the drug store?

MS. HAMRICK:  
I’m not sure I remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, that one on the corner was Williams Drug Store.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But the soda shop was next door, if I remember right?  Do you recall that?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, it was together, I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It was called Taft Moody Ice Cream.  I believe it was.

MS. HAMRICK:  
It was?   I don’t remember.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Probably in your time.  But do you remember how much it cost to get that kind of a dessert?

MS. HAMRICK:  
No.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What does that consist of?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Banana split?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  What’s in a banana split, besides bananas?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, they just half the banana and then they had glass containers about like that and they would put the banana in there and then they would put three scoops of ice cream in.  You could choose whatever kind of ice cream you wanted and then I’d sprinkle a little something on top like a chocolate or something.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, you and your husband, not your husband at that time, you would split a banana split?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  And we’d walk home.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Other than that, you were good.   Did you attend the Oak Ridge swimming pool very often?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah, pretty much in the summertime.  Yeah.  And I also later taught the Red Cross swimming lessons.  They’d have them in every summer and–– 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about other summer activities?  What did you do in between school years?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh, there was church league softball and I played, I was the catcher for the church team and I had the knuckles to show for it.  But we won the city championship for it five years in a row.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what church league was that?   [Inaudible]

MS. HAMRICK:  
It was the church, Robertsville Baptist at that time and we had a girl who was in my class and she always bat cleanup and she did.  I would always, I was fast enough that I could get home base and she’d knock me in, so we cleaned up the league.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And in those days, was that fast pitch softball?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  It wasn’t the sloopy kind.   It was fast pitch.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  Did you do any other sporting activities in the summertime?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh, basketball and swimming.  I guess that’s, softball, oh, well, I said softball.  I can’t remember anything else.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever collect lightening bugs as a small child?

MS. HAMRICK:  
My brothers did.  I helped them collect lightening bugs.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And do you remember what they did with them after they got them, where they went to sell them, where it might have been?

MS. HAMRICK:  
They didn’t sell them.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They just collected them?

MS. HAMRICK:  
They just collected them.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you catch them?
MS. HAMRICK:  
With their hands.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Didn’t have a net or anything?   Just put them in a mason jar?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah, with holes in the top.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.   Do you recall home delivery of milk, Heartland’s coming?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh yeah.  Yeah.   He’d come about once a week and he’d put, come into the house and put the milk in the refrigerator.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Wow.  

MS. HAMRICK:  
It was quite a service.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did he know how much milk to put in there?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, evidently, my mother ordered what she needed, you know, and he just brought it every month, every week, once a week he’d come and deliver the milk.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Couldn’t do that today, could you?

MS. HAMRICK:  
No.  Well, living in Oak Ridge, most people didn’t lock their doors because it was pretty safe, so I’m sure that had something to do with it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever attend any of the playgrounds that were at the schools during the summer?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was offered at the playgrounds for the kids to do in those days?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh, they had all sorts of games and usually had a person there to organize things.   We played softball and a lot of different games.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, the neighborhood you lived in––

MS. HAMRICK:  
It was at Pine Valley.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  That one or any other neighborhoods you lived in, do you recall what your mother did with the clothes?   Did she hang them out on a clothesline?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah, clothesline.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were the neighbors pretty friendly in all these neighborhoods?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Pretty much.  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Even though people came from different parts of the country, they made it in.
MS. HAMRICK:  
That’s what made it interesting.   You know, everybody was from somewhere else.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.
MS. HAMRICK:  
So, I think everybody got along pretty well.  I never knew of any problems.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Your mother didn’t work any in Oak Ridge or you said she worked for the Red Cross?   No, that was someone else I was thinking about, but did she work in Oak Ridge when she came?

MS. HAMRICK:  
No.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
She was always a home mother, a home wife?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your sister?  Did she work any during the summer or did you work any during the summers?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Now, she worked at Y-12 as the secretary at one time after high school.  I did not work at the plants at any time.  After I got married, I went to, I had one year of college at Western Kentucky. Then 15 years and four kids later, I went back to UT and finished my degree, the BS and then a couple of years after that, I went on and got my Masters and then I started teaching at the high school.  Actually, it was unusual at the high school.  They called me my senior year, before my senior year, and Mr. Scarborough and asked if I would be interested in the high school choral director and I said I would.  He says, “Well, if you finish your degree, if you work at the high school as an aide and direct the chorus this year and then next year, we can hire you full time or part time.”   It was a part time job at that time.  So, that’s what happened.  I went, I taught at the high school, a morning class and then I would go to UT and finish and by taking courses in the summer, I finished my degree in August so that I could take the job as a choral director at the high school.  That was in ’80.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let’s talk a little bit about that.  

MS. HAMRICK:  
Not ’80, ’70, 1970.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you recall the first day that you were actually in charge?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, Doc Combs had the band there and I was supposed to be his aide, but you know he didn’t pay any attention to what I was doing.  So, I just did what my––what I had learned in high school from my former choral director and so I just kind of followed what he had taught me.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And that, being what?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, I knew how to direct and choosing music and everything.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, tell me a little bit about how the director or leader of a band or orchestra, tell me all about that.  How does that work?  When you’re waving your hands like that?
MS. HAMRICK:  
That’s a long story.  Well, when you get out a piece, okay?   You look at the piece and you’re teaching the kids how––you teach them how to read the music, okay, and what the symbols mean.  Now, a lot of this nowadays is learned younger.  You know, by the time they get to high school, most kids know those things, but not all of them do.  Sometimes you’ll get maybe half your class won’t be familiar.  It depends on the class what you have to teach and how you go about it.   So, say for instance, I had one girl who had trouble matching pitches and she was in my general course.  Well, I put her right between two strong singers so that’s all she could hear. She would come in about once or twice a week during her lunch hour for a 10 minute session on the piano where I would test her to see if she could match the pitch that I played on the piano.  And by the time she was a senior, she sang a solo for me and I guess I was more proud of her than anything.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I can think so.  Yeah.  

MS. HAMRICK:  
And she, it’s really hard on those kids that don’t have any music in their early years.  They don’t learn how to match pitches, so they can’t sing.  They can sing, but they can’t sing on pitch.  When I was teaching, I taught one year at Lake City in Norris, schools before the Anderson, the new Anderson County High School.  This was after my stand at the high school here.  Well, I did the project.  I tested every kid in the junior highs and the kids that had some music, either in church or in their homeroom, maybe their homeroom teacher taught them some songs, you know?  Those kids could match pitches, but the ones that didn’t have any music in the elementary school or in church, no experience singing, they had a lot of trouble matching pitches and it’s embarrassing to those kids.  So, I went to the school board and told them what I had found.  It didn’t matter.  They cut the music in the elementary schools anyway.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That’s sad because I remember in elementary schools, that was one of the favorite things to do was go to music and sing all of the top songs.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  But that’s what gets cut first anytime they have a problem, you know, with money it’s usually the PE and the music or their arts that are cut.  And that’s a shame because when you get to high school, the kids who are in the music program, one place or the other, are much better students than the others because they’re more disciplined and they just do better with that change of pace during the day. If you have all these hard subjects, Math and Science, you need that break and the kids that were in the music program generally were much better students all around than the others.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, to me, music, and if you can sing, kind of you entertained yourself if nothing else, right?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It kind of gives you a little bit of peace of mind and freedom.   So, when the director is moving their hands in certain motions, what’s all that mean?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, it directs them on whether to sing softly or loud, you know?  Each piece has a pattern that you direct.  It can be 2, 1, 2 or 1, 2, 3 or 1, 2, 3, 4 so––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, the little bit of the hand indicates the beat that––
MS. HAMRICK:  
The beat of the music.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Of the music.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  And then you soften and so forth.  If you want it louder, you do this.  If you want it softer, you do that.   It’s a language, I guess you could say.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, if you were playing an instrument in the orchestra and you’re the conductor, and––

MS. HAMRICK:  
They’ll do the same things.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  So, I’m playing the instrument whatever it is.

MS. HAMRICK:  
It won’t matter what instrument you’re playing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  So, if I’m following the music along and then I would still have to look at the conductor and look at you––

MS. HAMRICK:  
To get the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Because if you sing fast, you’re not going to be singing with everybody else.  That’s why the director is needed.  The director is always right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you meet or ever have the occasion to be affiliated with Waldo Cohn?

MS. HAMRICK:  
No.   I knew who he was, but I didn’t know him.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  I think he was a first conductor for the Oak Ridge Symphony.

MS. HAMRICK:  
He was.  I remember.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, you have now become a singer in Oak Ridge High School located where the high school is today.  Actually, I got that right.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Right.   I had my senior year there the first year it was open.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And that would be what year?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Nineteen, well, it started in ’51 and ended in ’52.  I graduated in ’52.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
A lot of people forget the school year started in September and then––

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And you graduated the next year.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Right.  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Everything was new, I guess, and––

MS. HAMRICK:  
It was then.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Modern for the day.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was the graduation ceremonies held?
MS. HAMRICK:  
At the Blankenship.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
After you graduated, what did you do?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, I went to Western Kentucky on a music scholarship.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  And Mr. Scarborough helped you get that, is that right?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where is Western Kentucky located?
MS. HAMRICK:  
It’s in oh––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that Bowling Green?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I’m getting your mind to some focus.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, don’t feel bad.  We all have that blank spot every now and then.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, how did you––how much more about music did you learn there?   Do you think you were well trained to go to that particular school to start with or were you behind or how do you think you faired?

MS. HAMRICK:  
No.  I did as well as the rest of them.  I did very well there.  In fact, I sang for their graduation that year, the ceremonies.  I had to stay behind to, I remember, there was another fellow from well, a girl and a boy that were from Oak Ridge and they––he was––had to stay over to play in the band for the graduation and I was singing solo for the graduation and so, I rode home with him.  So, otherwise my parents would’ve had to come for me, so, it meant the car, it was by a lot.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How many years did you attend there, two years?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Just one year.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
One year?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  Then I got married and 15 years and four kids later, I went back to UT.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you meet––you met your husband in Oak Ridge, right?
MS. HAMRICK:  
At my house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
At your house?   Well, tell me about that.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, my sister double dated with him and his girlfriend at that time and so I came in from somewhere and we got to talking, you know. Then later on, I was taking voice lessons at UT and we happened to ride the bus home, the same bus, to Oak Ridge.   And so, I got to talking to him again and then finally he called and wanted to date.  You know, and, I said, “Oh, I thought you were talking––you thought you were talking to my sister.”  He said, “No, I know who I’m talking to.”  Anyhow, I remember seeing––we went to see Cyrano De Bergerac.  You remember the fellow with the long nose?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was that playing?
MS. HAMRICK:  
That was at the Ridge Theater and when we came back, he and my dad talked football for an hour.  So, I guess, well, it must’ve worked.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
He had already made his spot in the family.  

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Apparently, did he play football for Oak Ridge?
MS. HAMRICK:  
He did. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And by the way––
MS. HAMRICK:  
But he was from Harriman.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me what your husband’s name was.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Thomas Paschal Hamrick and he lived in Harriman.  His dad ran the A&P store in Harriman and they hired him in Oak Ridge in the hiring section because he knew so many people that lived in this area. So, he helped hire a lot of the people from around the countryside because he knew who was honest and who wasn’t.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, did your husband’s family move to Oak Ridge?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  They lived on Ulysses Lane in the D House and that is just over the Ridge from where my parents lived on Pennsylvania Avenue when we finally got a house.  So, he just had to walk across the hill there to my house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And you said he was how many years older than you?
MS. HAMRICK:  
He’s four years older.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, he had already––
MS. HAMRICK:  
He graduated from UT when I graduated from high school and he got drafted and see, I went to Western Kentucky my first year and we decided to get married the next summer.   Well, his and my parents drove all the way up to Bowling Green and he was supposed to talk me out of getting married.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oh, Tom was?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Why was that?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, his parents wanted him to wait.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I see.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, they went off to the movie and left us by ourselves, you know, and right before, well, they were getting out of the car and he said, “We’re still getting married next summer, aren’t we?”  And I said, “Yeah, I guess so.”  They walked up and he says we’re still getting married next summer and I didn’t even know, you know, what was going on.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, where did the marriage take place?
MS. HAMRICK:  
At Robertsville Baptist.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In that year of, what year was that?
MS. HAMRICK:  
1953.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, Tom played football for Oak Ridge.  Do you remember what position he played?

MS. HAMRICK:  
He was a guard.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did he do other sports as well?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Weight lifting.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was he in track?

MS. HAMRICK:  
No.  He wasn’t in track.  I don’t think he played basketball either, but he, does football and weight lifting manner.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, when you got married, where was he working at the time?

MS. HAMRICK:  
He was in the Army.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oh, that’s right.  Yeah.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Remember, he got drafted.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  So, when he came––
MS. HAMRICK:  
Right out of college, he got drafted.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You went with him wherever he was stationed in the Army.
MS. HAMRICK:  
He was stationed at Camp Rucker, Alabama, and he was supposed––he was in Ranger Training and about two weeks before they were shipping out for Korea, he went to try out for the band.   He played a base horn.  He had learned to play that in high school and so he played the base horn and he got in the band.  Well, his outfit shipped out to Korea.  That was during the Korean conflict and what they were training him for was to drop him behind enemy lines and work his way back and tell them where they were and so what they were doing.   But fortunately, he got in the band.  He could play a base horn so, I got to sing with him on their concerts and it was fun.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, when did you two move back to Oak Ridge?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, he had a year to go in the Army after we got married.  So, we lived in Ozark, Alabama, which is near the base and I worked in a men’s clothing store while he was in the service, in the band.  He got, so––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And then why did you come back to Oak Ridge?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, he got a job.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
With whom?

MS. HAMRICK:  
At Y-12.  No, X-10, [inaudible].

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what did he do there?

MS. HAMRICK:  
He was in right next to the nuclear––he was in the nuclear reactor part.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And did––where did you guys live in your first house in Oak Ridge?
MS. HAMRICK:  
The brick apartments, right across from Downtown, right across from Wal-Mart really.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  And that was two or three bedroom?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Two bedroom and then we got a house on Principia and then that was an East Village house and then we moved to this one.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The house on Principia, kind of describe to me of what that looked like.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, no, on Principia, I’m sorry, Principia was the brick apartments.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And then the next house was the East Village house?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what type of house, describe what that would be.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, it was a different layout from this house.  There were several different plans.  Let’s see.  This was a two, I think.  Let’s see.  How many plans in East Village?  These were all flattops before and when they moved all, they sold all the flattops and took them out on trucks.  I remember when we first moved to Oak Ridge.  I watched them build a house in a week.  They would dig the foundation the first week.  I mean the first day.  The second day, they put the foundation.  They dug the place and then they poured the foundation in the floor.  Then they put the flooring in.  Then put the walls up and the roof and then did the inside work.  They were Kingsbury Homes and so they brought them in by truck and just set them up.  It was amazing how fast they did.  Most of them used coal and I can remember the coal bin out in the front and they would come by once a week and refill the coal bin and it was something else.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, the old story goes back in the day when Oak Ridge was started, they were building so fast the kids in the afternoon would come home and they’d be lost because they didn’t recognize what they left.

MS. HAMRICK:  
That’s true.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  They had a quite a plan on building houses.  So, this house you lived in, how many bedrooms did it have?

MS. HAMRICK:  
It has three bedrooms.  It’s a C house we got.  So, that’s three bedrooms and a bath and a kitchen.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s a cemesto house.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  And then it had a coal room for the furnace and anyhow most of it had been insulated shall we say?  These were not, and insulated.  Most of them were not insulated that well.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, did you work any when you and your husband first moved into Oak Ridge?

MS. HAMRICK:  
No, not until after I graduated from college.  I don’t know if you all tell this or not.  He used to get a big kick out of saying everybody he was sleeping with a UT co-ed because I was going to school at UT.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oh, that’s funny.   Do you remember way back in the day going to the grocery store with your mother and standing in the line with ration stamps?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh yeah.   Yeah, they are.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me a little bit about how that worked.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, you’d get, you had so many coupons that you were allotted and when you ran out of coupons, you couldn’t buy anything.  You had to have the coupons to get the bread or milk or whatever it was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, those were items that were rationed during the war effort?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, did you and your husband have a car when you all came back to Oak Ridge?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yes.  When he was in the service, he was moved to Columbus, Georgia.  They closed down Camp Rucker and they moved everybody to Columbus, Georgia, to Fort Jackson, not Jackson, Fort, I’ll think of it in a minute.  But anyway, while we were in Columbus, we bought a car, second hand car and I remember the clutch was bad and I learned to drive with that bad clutch.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Similar to the boy’s bicycle after it?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  Oh, me, but anyway, right after that, I guess, the next year, they re-opened it and made it a helicopter school.  So, they wasted all that money closing that place down and then next year re-opened it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember back when the city was gated and you had to go through gates?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah, 12-years-old you had––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about that?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, you had to be 12 years old to get a––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
ID badge?
MS. HAMRICK:  
ID badge and you had to have that to go in and out the gates.  Anybody 12 and up had to have a badge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember when they opened the gates to the city?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah, I do.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about that.
MS. HAMRICK:  
I can remember Marie McDonald and Rod Cameron came to help us open the gates and he was drunk as a skunk.   I remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What makes you think that was the case?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, it was pretty obvious.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you say he was?
MS. HAMRICK:  
He came in.  He rode a horse and almost fell off.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I’ve heard that story from eye witnesses to it.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  I’m sure you have.  Do you remember Bob Lindsey?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes. 

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, he’s still going, barely, but anyway the picture that they have at war ends, Bob is front and center of that picture.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  He’s in another photograph with two of the Boy Scouts in a flag raising ceremony.  I told Bob, I said, your pictures are probably more famous than any president.  You’ve been all over the country because they’ve used those two photographs in a lot of different illustrations.

MS. HAMRICK:  
You remember the Girl Scouts in one of the pictures behind the fence or in front of the fence?  That was Tom’s sister.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
One of the girls?
MS. HAMRICK:  
She was one of those Girl Scouts.  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember which one it was?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Which picture?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
No.  Which girl in the picture?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Joann is her name.  Joann Hamrick.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  There was more than one girl in that picture.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  But I don’t know who the other girls were.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Would you recognize her if you saw her?

MS. HAMRICK:  
I might.  I don’t know.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There’re a couple of things, places one in particular I want to mention to you and tell me what you remember about it and that’s the Snow White Drive-In.

MS. HAMRICK:  
That was the place.  So, everybody would drive around the Snow White to see who was there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where was that located?
MS. HAMRICK:  
That was Midtown, no, it was Tennessee Avenue, was it along in there?  Somewhere, Midtown, anyhow, in the middle of town, but I can’t, let me think a second.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Let me give you a little clue.  It’s about where the hospital sits.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Across.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
No, right on the parking lot side.
MS. HAMRICK:  
On the same spot?  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Across the street was––came, the Blue Circle came in after that.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh, that’s what I’m thinking about.  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But the Snow White was across the street.  But it was what you said.  Everybody drove around that place.  Yeah.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Remember the Wildcat Den too.  Now it’s been, had several different––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about the Wildcat Den?  

MS. HAMRICK:  
We would go there after school or after a football game.  We had––I can remember, you know, they had planned activities there for the high school kids and it was a meeting place.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The first Wildcat Den was in the Central Cafeteria building in Jackson Square.  Do you remember that one?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Right, yeah.  I do.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And then they moved it down to Robertsville?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Before Robertsville, before the Robertsville on the Turnpike.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you remember about the one in the cafeteria?  You know, how did it look, do you recall?  Or what was in there?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, that was right next to the bus terminal too, wasn’t it?  It was right in that bus terminal area was––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
By the bus stop, yeah.
MS. HAMRICK:  
It was right there close by and I didn’t go there real often, but just occasionally for special things.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But the other Wildcat Den when it moved, that was close to the high school?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And do you remember who was in charge of the activities down there?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah, if I can think of his name.  Well, I can’t remember anyway, you’d probably know.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Shep Lauter?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Shep Lauter.  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There’s another unique thing about Oak Ridge maybe you remember.  Do you remember when they used to blow the whistle at Y-12 at shift change and all that, so you could pretty much tell what time it was in the morning?  It is 7:00 or 8:00 and so forth?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  So, when they opened the gates to the city and they had this big parade, did you attend the parade or any of the other functions?
MS. HAMRICK:  
I watched it.  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where were you standing?
MS. HAMRICK:  
I guess right about where the tennis courts are down from Jackson Square, along in there.  Because see, I walked up from my house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And you mentioned Marie McDonald, she was a movie star in those days.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
She had a nickname.  Do you remember what they called her?  Marie “the Body” McDonald.  

MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh yeah.  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.   Were there a lot of people at that parade?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  It was pretty well attended.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And you didn’t attend any of the other events?
MS. HAMRICK:  
I don’t remember.  I don’t think so.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  Well, that same weekend, the museum down at Jefferson opened.  Do you remember where that, in the old cafeteria then?

MS. HAMRICK:  
The old cafeteria.  Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever go down there and visit the museum?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh yeah, lots of times.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
American Museum of Atomic Energy?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is there anything outstanding you remember about inside the museum or exhibits they had?

MS. HAMRICK:  
The pictures of the beginnings of Oak Ridge.   I remember that particularly and the hair thing, you know, where they––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And you put your hands in the [inaudible] then?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  Their [inaudible] out, yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever get an eradiated dime from the museum?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh yeah, lots of them.  In fact, when I took my chorus to Europe one year, we went to a youth camp outside of Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia.  They were building a canal around the town to keep it from flooding, so the canal would take the water away from the city and there were college kids at this retreat.  We gave a concert and my husband had taken a lot of those eradiated dimes with him and gave them out to the kids there at the camp.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, what year would that have been?

MS. HAMRICK:  
That would’ve been mid ‘70s, I guess.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And you mentioned the chorus group.  What––tell me about that.

MS. HAMRICK:  
That’s my high school chorus group.  We went with the International Relations Club and I gave concerts throughout Europe.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, how long were you affiliated with the high school group?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, I taught from ’70 to about ’85 and we went all over.  We went on a cruise ship.  We went to Jamaica one year.  I took them a lot of different places.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were they performing on the cruise ship?  Tell me a little bit about that.  How was the chorus for the kids and you?  Were they good?

MS. HAMRICK:  
They were excellent.  They were better than the professionals because we had already put together a program and so we performed on the ship and some of the kids were involved in drama and they had just done a drama thing and they did that on board ship too.  They brought all their costumes and everything and our son, Guy, was in a, he called it a greaser’s band.   They had four boys and they played instruments and sang and they did songs from Ba, Ba, Ba, Ba, Ba, Barbra Ann.  You know, all of those songs from that era.  They had a medley of songs from there and they just, oh, the audience just loved it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about your children.   How many do you have?

MS. HAMRICK:  
I have four, a daughter and three boys.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And their names are?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Patty is the oldest.  She works here in Oak Ridge now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What’s her last name?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Rowan.  And Lynn works up in Iowa, near Cedar Rapids in Marion.  He’s a nuke, but his company mostly does power connection things, you know.  Like when they had the big flood up there several years ago, his group worked to restore power to the city.  And he and a group of other fellows that he recruited went to Athens, Alabama, and they replaced the control rooms of three of the reactors that to Brown’s Ferry and then he moved back up to Iowa.  So, he’s in the nuclear business, power part, travels all over.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, you have two more children.   Who are they?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Okay.  Guy is, oh, we were going to talk about the Tom started announcing for the football games, the PA.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, let me go back to your children.  Let’s finish that and then we’ll go to the rest.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, I am.  This is Guy.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oh, okay.  Okay.
MS. HAMRICK:  
The middle son.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Worked with my husband on the announcing.   So, when my husband passed away, then Guy took it over.  So, he’s still doing it and he’s been doing it 25 years since my husband died.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, this is though, home Oak Ridge games at the field?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yes, right.  PA.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Okay.   Now, you got one more child.  Then we go back to touch on that again.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Okay.  Larry and he works for the plants, but they use him in different places.  He’s a CPA, accountant and they just send him where they need him.  Right now he’s at, I think he’s stationed at K-25.  I’m not sure as they’re closing down everything out there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Now, we’ll go back to Tom.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Okay.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Okay?  How did Tom get involved in announcing for the Wildcats?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, I was at the high school already and Doc Combs was the band director and Tom started helping him because he had been in the Army Marching Band.  He went to help Doc to teach the kids how to march and so, he also knew the principal at the high school and all and so, that’s how he got involved.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So, he did all the home games for football?  Did he do anything for basketball or any other sport?

MS. HAMRICK:  
No, he just did football.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And how many years did he do that?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Oh, close to 30 years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Before he died and Guy worked with him part of that time and then just continued on.  So, Guy’s been there almost that long too now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  Well, I vaguely remember your husband and I know your son and he does a great job.  So, if your husband, if he was taught like from your husband, I know he did a great job as well.
MS. HAMRICK:  
He did.  He insisted that they do a professional job.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And he does.
MS. HAMRICK:  
They don’t play favorites.  You know, you go to these other high schools and it’s irritating to me how biased they are for their team when my husband always stressed you just tell it, tell it what happens and you don’t, you know, do favoritism at all.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
One of the things I remember real vaguely, the most, I guess, you might say about the Oak Ridge High School Band, Marching Band was when they had that ORHS that they did across the field and then the drum major would do his strut in the field.  

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did Tom have anything to do with that as far as teaching him any of that kind of––

MS. HAMRICK:  
No.  Doc didn’t much want to work with majorettes and so he let Tom kind of work with the majorettes and tell them where to go and you know, they worked out their own routines, but he would direct them on where to go on the field, you know, at different times of the formations, that kind of thing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s too bad that the school doesn’t have as many kids then now as it did then to be able to perform that because that was an entertaining part of the half-time ceremony.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I think everybody, even kids in school, looked forward to watching that.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Right.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That’s the way things were.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Do you know who wrote our fight song?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
No.  Tell me.
MS. HAMRICK:  
I think it was Alice Lyman.  No, she did the Out upon the Hills of Oak Ridge.  She did that one.  I’m not sure who did the fight song, but she did the other one.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
She may have written the one for Jefferson.

MS. HAMRICK:  
She might have.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They had one too.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah, because she was teaching there then.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Right.  

MS. HAMRICK:  
When my kids were there, he––

SPEAKER OFF CAMERA:  What’s the story behind the Nick Orlando?

MS. HAMRICK:  
One year, okay, right near the beginning, Nick Orlando happened to be in the press box and they won the game.  It was a very close game and they had asked for him to come up there and they won the game after he came up there and so they figured it was good luck and so they’d leave it in.  So ever since they have paged him to come.  Tom was saying that was the beginning of that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Nick Orlando, report to the press box.  One day somebody with their name Nick Orlando is going to report up there and don’t know what it’s all about.   I’m glad you asked that.   I didn’t know what that was about either.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

SPEAKER OFF CAMERA:  
I knew what it was.  I just wanted––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Get it on.  

SPEAKER OFF CAMERA:  Yeah.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Is that what you even heard too?

SPEAKER OFF CAMERA:  Yes.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Kay, you’re still affiliated with music of some sort today.  What is it?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, I’m retired right now.  But I still direct occasionally, you know, when somebody has to be gone and I used to do interim work.  Well, I did after I first retired, so anyhow, I just help out where I’m needed.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, I’ve heard you sing many times and I certainly enjoyed it.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, thank you.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s just a thrill to hear your voice.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Thank you.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And for many years, you’ve thrilled other people as well with your singing and all the work you’ve done.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Thank you.   I had a fun experience.   It really taught me a lesson.  The Lions Club had a special day, Flag Day thing, out at the football field and they asked me to sing the Star Spangled Banner.  Well, you know, when you sing something so often, your mind wanders.   So, about halfway through it, I thought, where am I?  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oh no.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Fortunately, I came on the right spot and went on, you know, but that really taught me a lesson to pay attention to what I’m doing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, that song’s hard to sing and it’s got different pitches to it now.

MS. HAMRICK:  
It has a very wide range and I had sung it several times with the high school band down on the field and one year it rained and Tom being the announcer, I happened to be up in the press box with him.  Usually, I sit down front, but he says, “Kay Hamrick will now sing the Star Spangled Banner,” and handed me the mic, because the band couldn’t play because it was pouring rain.   So, I did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that hard to do by yourself with no music?
MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, I’m used to it.  So, it’s not hard, but it takes a very wide range and not everybody can do it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, there’re a lot of people that try to do it different and I think that’s wrong for the way the song was written.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, they kind of put, trying to put their own stamp on it and they’re not thinking about the––

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s not supposed to be anything but the way it was written.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Right.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  Is there anything we hadn’t talked about that you’d like to talk about?  Well, let me ask you one question before you answer that.  When you went through the Oak Ridge School System, and then went on to your other outside schooling, did you feel the Oak Ridge School System helped you, create you or make you a better student?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Gave me opportunities that I wouldn’t have had at other places.  They had a very––there was discipline and I really learned a lot.  You know, I think it helps me.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you feel safe growing up in Oak Ridge?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yes, definitely.  We didn’t have all the drug problems and you know, kids have to contend with so many things nowadays. I really had lived a sheltered life because I wasn’t exposed to all of that and I really worry about my grandkids.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  Well, it is a concern and parents today have a hard road raising their children.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And trying to do it in the right way.   As I mentioned, is there anything we hadn’t talked about you’d like to talk about?

MS. HAMRICK:  
I can’t––I think we pretty well covered it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What would you like to see Oak Ridge become in the future or how would you like to see Oak Ridge progress, I guess?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Well, I would like for it to be safe again for the kids.  I think the educators in Oak Ridge have done a good job and particularly with the new high school now that’s after it’s been remodeled and they offer so much more than they did when I was there.  Kids nowadays they know so much more.  Even when they start school, they know so much more than we did to begin with and they have so many more opportunities now.  It’s––I just hope that they continue to keep up with the times, offer courses that are relevant to now.  When you think, I’ve been watching a lot of the History channels and the Science channels a lot about outer space and the universe and everything.  It just boggles my mind, but we didn’t have, but the people didn’t know all that stuff back when I was in school.  So, they’re exposed to so much more now and I think that’s good.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, a huge generation, even you probably knew more than your parents did.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And they did and it’s just the way our society goes.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And the technology is great.  

MS. HAMRICK:  
I just want to say that God made a wonderful world for us and it’s either one way or the other, things can be chaotic.  But he’s got us in the universe just in the right place and I think we need to give him more credit.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I agree––one last question.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Okay.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you recall in your lifetime being the most amazing thing you’ve ever seen?

MS. HAMRICK:  
Probably the landing on the moon.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was pretty amazing.  There’s so much––
MS. HAMRICK:  
It’s really amazing how we came to that.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah.  There’re people that they don’t believe––
MS. HAMRICK:  
It was just luck.  Part of it was just luck.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
People today don’t believe that happened.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Really?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.  But mostly the older generation, but––
MS. HAMRICK:  
When you think about all the things that have happened during our lifetimes, it’s really astounding the difference between the last 100 years and the 100 years before that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
If you take a person that’s 100 years old today, just think about what they’ve seen in that 100 years.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s outstanding.

MS. HAMRICK:  
I know just what I’ve seen.  It’s amazing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Kay, it’s been my pleasure to interview you for this Center for Oak Ridge Oral History.  It’s just amazing that the stories we hear from different people and each person has their own story to tell.  Many things you could probably talk about and you may remember after we finish.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah, probably.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I’d wish I’d said that and all that’s a common thing.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And it’s unfortunate that we haven’t been able to get some of the earlier time periods of Oak Ridge.

MS. HAMRICK:  
I wish you’d been able.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But that’s just the way it’s turned out and we still get a few of those that still––

MS. HAMRICK:  
I wish you could’ve talked to my dad because he had so many stories to tell.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Right.   Well, thank you again for your time and this will be an interview that will be open to the public.  Anyone, maybe a high school student or anyone  may doing a research paper on something related to Oak Ridge and just happened to hear your interview.  They like the prettiness of your picture and they say, I’m going to see what this lady has to say and you could learn a lot from everybody that’s had been interviewed.

MS. HAMRICK:  
Yeah.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You certainly can.
MS. HAMRICK:  
Good.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, thank you again.
MS. HAMRICK:  
You’re welcome.

 [End of Interview]
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