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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is March 21, 2016, and I'm at my studio here in Oak Ridge talking to Elizabeth Goodlaxson, or Liz. Liz, thank you for taking time to come over and talk with us.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: You're welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, I know, we've known each other, because we have kids the same age and, but I don't know very much about you. So, why don't you, let's start at the beginning: Why don't you tell me where you were born and raised?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, I wasn't born here in Oak Ridge. I was born in Santa Monica, California, but my parents had been here in the '40s. My mom and I came back to Oak Ridge, '59, '60, and she was at the Lab. We, we lived in an E ...

MR. MCDANIEL: E apartment?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: E2.

MR. MCDANIEL: E2, mmm-hmm.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: At the big humpy one (laughs).

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: And, I just, you know, I remember that.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, was it just you and your mom?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yep, yep.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Then, my parents got married at Chapel-on-the-Hill, when I was about seven. You know that was a big part of our lives, going to United Church Chapel-on-the-Hill. It was a, just a ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you and your mom came back from California by yourselves.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: And then, my dad, T.W. Barlett, he was a electromicroscopist at K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, all right. You, so, when you came back here, you said in '59? Now, about how old were you then? Do you mind telling me?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, I was getting ready to go into kindergarten.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, all right. So, you were tiny. I knew you were tiny. (laughs) I knew you weren't a teenager, for sure.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: No, no ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you were getting ready to go into kindergarten and so, where did you go?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, the only school in Oak Ridge, at the time, that had a daycare was where the Children's Museum is now, Highland View, and even though I wasn't in that district. That's where kids went who were in the daycare center: Tennyson Day Care.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: So, I went to kindergarten and first grade there. After my parents got married, we moved and I went to the old Linden, which is ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Up on LaSalle.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... off LaSalle, yes, and went there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where did you, where did you all live once your parents got married?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: We lived what was called West Village, which was the counterpart to East Village, on the west end of town. No, they weren't World War II houses, they, it was a subdivision that was built after that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Then, I, you know, went to Robertsville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Mmm-hmm ... Do you remember any of your teachers from Linden or anything about that?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: OH, yeah, I remember my teachers. (laughter) I remember my third grade teacher, Miss Riddle, because she was young and beautiful. You know, we thought she was really sweet. Then, I remember Ms. Riddle, my fifth grade teacher and Ms. Bradford, my sixth grade teacher. I remember the long halls (laughs) ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The what?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: The long halls. The hallways were very long.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, the halls, yeah.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Back then, they thought kids couldn't make it to lunch without a snack, so we had milk breaks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: They brought a cart, with little cartons of milk on it, and we'd have a milk break.

MR. MCDANIEL: It seems to me like I may have had that, too, when I was in elementary school.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, yeah, it was nice. Right. I remember playing outside, you know, we had long, we had those big jump ropes. We did the classic things. We pounded erasers (laughs) over the teacher. But that was, you know, the other thing I remember is how hot it was and how cold the slides were, because girls couldn't wear pants.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, sure, sure. Who was the principal? Do you remember who the principal was when you were there?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: No, I don't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. The .. One of the things that some people have told me, and it may have, may not have effected you like it did some other folks who came from other places, is the ...the schools, you know, especially Linden, specifically Linden, I mean, they had all kinds of things. They had, you know, all the sports equipment that you would need. They had just about anything that you needed for a school, whereas some kids had come from outside the area, maybe a school system that was a little poorer, or not as well stocked with things. So, I guess that being your first, first real school, Oak Ridge, you wouldn't have, wouldn't have noticed that. But I guess you did. You had just about everything that you needed to go to school there, didn't you?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Right. I mean, I never thought we were lacking in anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: We all rode the bus. Except sometimes we walked.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh. How far was it for you to walk.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: I don't know. We went down Robertsville Road. It was quite a ways, but we had a little gang that we walked with. It wasn't real frequently because we were a little bit, it was a little bit far ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... but we did generally ride the bus.

MR. MCDANIEL: The... And then you went to where, where to middle school, or junior high. I guess it was junior high.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: It was junior high at Robertsville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Robertsville.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Mrs. Gottshall was my gym teacher, and I believe Bond was the principal. I can't remember for sure. But that was where I had my first male teacher.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, and that was also when they decided girls could wear pants.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Now, did you, did you change classes, or did you ... ?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yes, no, we changed classes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Changed classes.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Because junior high was seventh, eighth, and ninth.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, yeah, exactly, exactly. So, you went to Robertsville and then, I imagine, you went to the high school.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Went to Oak Ridge High School, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. What was that like? What was high school like? Tell me about high school life as a teenager. By now you're in the ...

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, it was the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... you're in the late '60s, early ...
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... late '60s ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... late '60s.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... early '70s, you know, we were really affected by the Civil Rights movement, you know, the political situation, and the violence, the, all the assassinations.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: I, I remember when Kennedy was assassinated because we were on the playground. It was the first time I ever saw adults cry.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yes. My teacher wept, and it was very frightening to us children. The other thing I remember that was so interesting is them bringing us into the cafeteria, and rolling in televisions to watch the space launches.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: That was a big deal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah. That was, that was really ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And when, what school were you in when they did that?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, Linden and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Linden and Robertsville, that's what I was going to say.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... Robertsville. Yeah, that was a big deal. I mean, we just didn't have, you know, that was, audio-visual was something that was a big deal. You had to, they usually grouped the classes together and brought them in, but we were all so enamored with the space.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ... Did, did ... I mean, did your parents talk about, talk about those kinds of things with you or ... ?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Absolutely. I just thought I was normal. But, until I was an adult I didn't realize that most people didn't take four daily papers. My parents took the [Knoxville News] Sentinel, the Knoxville Journal, the Oak Ridger and the Chattanooga Times.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: And I, I thought that was what people did. Two were morning and two were evening.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: My dad was Republican from Vermont. My mother was a Democrat from North Carolina. Both had traveled a lot and so, they talked a lot about political situations. I guess one of the, one of the events that happened, that I didn't realize until an adult what a big deal it was, was Andrew Young came and spoke at Chapel-on-the-Hill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I didn't realize there were, had been bomb threats, and everything. My parents didn't tell me. But when we got there, not only was the parking crazy, but there were State Troopers there and so, I, you know, questioned my parents and they said, “Well, you know, just helping with the traffic.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: But Reverend Colby, who was one of the ministers at the church, his wife and four kids and then, Andrew Young's wife and wife's four kids, all came to lunch at our house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah. And so, we had all these kids playing at our house, and I thought it was normal. But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. And that was during, like, during the Civil Rights ...
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: ... movement.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: So my parents were real involved with that. Back then, too, my mom was involved in taking pregnant girls that got, I guess they were kicked out of the high school, but she took them over to Knoxville to night school so they could ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Well, let's go back, let's talk a little bit about your parents. You mentioned that your parents, you know, worked at the Lab. Or your dad worked at ...

MRS. GOODLAXSON: K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... K-25 and your mother worked at the Lab.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: She did. And then, she went to nursing school ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... and worked at Methodist.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so what did ... ? Talk a little bit about them and their ... their, you know, their ... education and how they ended up here.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Ok. 

MR. MCDANIEL: And what they did.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Ok. 

MR. MCDANIEL: While, you know, this, as relating to you being a teenager.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Right. Well, I never questioned what my dad did. It just, all of us kids, our parents worked at the Lab ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... or at K-25 or something. I guess what's different now, then as opposed to now, is we generally, until I was a teenager we had one car. My dad was in a carpool and so, on Friday's we didn't have a car.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: It didn't really affect me because, like, you know, like I said, I rode the bus and that was the day, you know, my mom didn't have a car.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: But he was in this carpool and I never really, it just never came up, what he did. I guess I knew he used an electron microscope, and he was a very avid photographer, and he was active in the Carbide Camera Club. That was one thing we did was develop pictures in the bathroom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: He would set up, you know, cover the window.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Then we went over to the, Carbide Camera Club had a darkroom. I'm thinking the old dorms, I believe.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I can't remember where it was. But we traveled a lot, and went on annual vacations. We never, I ... they talked about a lot of things to me. Then, my mom was active in League of Women Voters, Church Women United, a lot of things with Chapel-on-the-Hill.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was her educational background?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, she had had some college at Meredith College. Then, she decided, when I was a teenager, to go to nursing school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: She went over to Fort Sanders School of Nursing, and became an RN, and worked at the hospital ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... at Methodist.

MR. MCDANIEL: What did she do when she worked at the Lab, when she first came?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: She was a technician.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: She never gave me a lot of details. I never really questioned her. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Sure, of course.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: We just, I don't know, it just wasn't something that we talked about a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. You just knew that you and all your friends' parents worked at K-25 or Y-12 or the Lab.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Right, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, they all did, just about.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Right. You know, they were that generation, they would have little dinner parties and play cards and have martinis. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: You know, that, that was just that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And when you look, when you see the movies, you know, and you look back at that time, that's the way it was.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's exactly the way it was.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: We, you know, it was a different time in terms of kids' freedom and stuff like that, as far as just running around.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: You know, all the dogs ran free, they all had puppies, all the cats had kittens.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course, of course. And I guess, you know, some people talk about neighborhoods, you know, were very, kind of, close-knit back then as well. Was yours like that?
 MRS. GOODLAXSON: Absolutely. Well, you know, now, I never go into any of my neighbors' homes. I mean, we're friendly, but as a kid, we were in and out of the neighbors' houses all the time. You know, there would be a group of kids at our house and then, we'd go somewhere else and I think, maybe casually, the moms would say, “Hey, they're coming over to your house.” It was pretty informal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Of course, we, we belonged to the Country Club.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: So, I grew up at the Country Club pool and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Talk about, yeah, talk about the Country Club. What was that like?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, my dad was an avid golfer so that was great for us. We didn't play tennis. We were friends with the Martins, and they were big tennis players. They went to Chapel-on-the-Hill, too. But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Which Martins?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Faye and Murray Martin.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, yeah.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Faye was, you know, she's Jamaican, so she was ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: She made some news when they became members of the Country Club.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: I just, you know, it was, I don't remember any direct supervision, but you were there at the Country Club and you could order food on your parents' tab (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: And just have a great, great day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. And I guess, at the Country Club, that was summer for you, wasn't it?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Being at the Country Club. 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... I'm sure they had social events and, you know, things like that that you attended at the Country Club.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: They did. I did not participate in those. But the schools had things. I think we called them sock hops back then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I was a big Girl Scout. Started out in Campfire.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: And then segued into Girl Scouting, just because the Girl Scout Troop I wanted to be in had a sailboat.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: So, I became a Girl Scout.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let's talk about Girl Scouts a little bit.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about what, where, what troop was it, and who were the leaders, and what were some of the things ... ?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, Vera Piper was my leader ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... and she was awesome.

MR. MCDANIEL: Vera Piper.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Vera Piper and Ardiss Lee and Kathy Lee were both in my troop, Joe Lee's sisters.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: They're also family friends. We had a sailboat. Back then, troops could be identified by some special interest so we were a Mariner Scout Troop.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: And so we had a little sailboat ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did you meet?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: We met at the Presbyterian Church, First Presbyterian, on the Turnpike.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, all right.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: We had a, lots of fun doing lots of fun things, camping, things like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: I interviewed a gentleman last week who has been a Boy Scout leader for 51 years. 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Whoa ...

MR. MCDANIEL: He started the Troop 220.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's Mick Weist, I mean, not Mick Weist. It's Steve Goodpasture’s father, Goodpasture's father.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tom Goodpasture.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, my boyfriend in high school was a big Boy Scout.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: James Bowman.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: He was very active in his Boy Scout troop. They, they also, well, they skied and sailed. I tried to hook up with them a lot so I could tag along on their ski trips.

MR. MCDANIEL: (laughs) I'm sure, I'm sure.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, so that was fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: I’m sure, I'm sure ... Talk about, let's go back and talk a little bit more about high school. You ... Were you a member of a sorority, of the groups?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: I was not. I was an outlier ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yes. I was the petite-dress-and-earth shoes crowd.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I was active in student council. I actually did run for student council president. So, I, it, you know, they still, they had combined studies, I remember that very well. And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What do you mean by, "combined studies"?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: It's a course your sons took, or, Ethan did, probably. It ... Combined studies, it was in the round building. It's somewhere else now. It is English and history together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, right.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: So, that was a big, big thing, to take that. We did, we, you know, we had computer programming, but we used the punchcards.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: (laughs) So, it was right on the cusp of all that happening. High school was a big deal. Masquers was really big.

MR. MCDANIEL: You were in Masquers? Did you participate?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I didn't participate as an actor, but I was definitely involved in ...

MR. MCDANIEL: In the ...
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... supporting them ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, sure.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... and going and all that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Who was the, who led the Masquers when you were there? Do you remember?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: No, I can't remember. It wasn't Señor Wattenbarger, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Probably the person before him.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: If there was anybody. 

MR. MCDANIEL: If there was anybody.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: But he was there and Jerry Lynn was my guidance counselor, and he has just recently retired.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: He was there a long time. I think he was, maybe, one of my children's guidance counselors.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you have a, I guess it's an English class, did you have a major author? Did you have to do a major author?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, we did all that. We did a major author. We did, I can't think of all the things we did, but we, one thing we did, and I remember doing a video.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: A stop-action video where ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah. And that was really fun. I wish I'd saved it over the years.

MR. MCDANIEL: How did you do that?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: We did it out at the marina and we just and we just ... we shot shoes, it was a love story between sneakers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: And they eventually, you know, intertwine their laces.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, how did you do it? Did you shoot it with photography?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Super eight.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, super eight, Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Super eight.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, super eight.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: So, I guess it really wasn't a video. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: It was a film. 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: It was a film.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was a little film.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, it was a film. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that for a class or just ... ?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: It was for a class. I remember, for an English project, we had all of our boyfriends dress up as princes, because we had to have, we were doing some kind of production that involved royalty.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. GOODLAXSON: That was, you know, we had a lot of access to costumes and I think we got some from the Playhouse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Did you, were you involved in the Playhouse? Did you do any plays when you were a teenager or growing up?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Not at the Playhouse. My mother was costume director for, "The Bad Seed." I know for sure.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, and I can't remember what else she did. But, Ardiss Lee was the music teacher, I guess, is what you called her, at Robertsville when I was there, and we put on an opera. Or operetta, and I remember that. Plays were a big deal, I think we did one every year.

MR. MCDANIEL: At the schools.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: At the schools, growing up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: And they were usually musicals. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, of course.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: And so, we had a lot of investment in time, and costumes for that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ... So, what was, you know, some, some young people, when they're in high school, they got jobs. Sounds to me like you hung out at the Country Club in the summer.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, I did, but I became a lifeguard. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: So, that was, was a good thing to ... And I was a swimmer, you know, I swam and I loved that. That's become a lifetime thing for me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were you on the Atomic City Aquatic Club?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: No, but I did swim competitively as I got older.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, you did?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I did, that was the time I would, that was the only time I'd go to the big pool ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... was to work out and to swim, and it was always so cold.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, now, how did you get your, your lifeguard license or ...

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Certificate.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... certificate?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, it was administered through the Red Cross, and they would, you know, have a class and do it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I think the city, pretty much, does it now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: But it was more, I think it was separate, more separate then. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: But we did all of our lessons in the big outdoor pool.

MR. MCDANIEL: In the big pool. Do you remember who your, who your instructor was for your lifeguard certificate?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: No. You ask such hard questions. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: No, I'm just curious.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: No, I don't remember.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it a woman? Do you remember? Probably was.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: I think so, but you know, Bobbie Smith was over at Jefferson, so I knew of her.

MR. MCDANIEL: There was a woman who taught swimming and all that, for the Red Cross for, I mean, decades, and I can't recall her name.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Lois Weir?

MR. MCDANIEL: I think it was Lois Weir.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, she's passed away.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, I know she's passed away. But I know she was there for years and years and years and years and years. So ... But, Ok. Well good. So, what was town like for you as a teenager?  I mean, what were the places you would go and hang out, and go and get something to eat and ...

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, oh my goodness. The McDonald's was on the, you know, 'bout where Wendy's is now. They had a, a I guess it was stainless steel, a thing that would hold the potato and it would roll and it would cut the potato into shoestrings and make that. The Blue Circle was available. We liked to go to the Brown Cow. That was a drive-in.
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where was that? Is that where ... ?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: It's down there near where Zaxby's is now. 

MR. MCDANIEL: ... Zaxby's is now, right. 
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, and you could sit in your car and they would put a little tray there. Of course, the drive-in was still open then.

MR. MCDANIEL: The movie, the movie drive-in.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: The movie drive-in, yeah. And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's about where Outback and Kroger, and that area is? The old Kroger?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: The old Kroger, yeah, yes. Harlow's Donuts was a place that was right down from where Honeybaked Ham is, and that was kind of a late-night place. There weren't a lot of late-night places to go. We had a place called the Middle of the Road Coffee House.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: That was there below where The Other One is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: That was a really nice place. Venue for music and to go to in the evenings.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: There ... Cotillion, you know, was big, and they had dances.

MR. MCDANIEL: Explain cotillion.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Cotillion was something that moms, mostly, would enroll you in to, you know, teach you good manners and how to dance.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: And then they would have dances.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It was ... It wasn't one big dance, it was several dances.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: It was several, and it was at the Oak Terrace.

MR. MCDANIEL: Mmm-hmm ... The upstairs part of the Oak Terrace, wasn't it?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Oak Terrace. That's no longer ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... here. But it was a big deal. There was a bowling alley there, too. The other place that we went real frequently was the Mayflower.

MR. MCDANIEL: And where was that?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: That is across from the Soup Kitchen, there where the parking lot is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: They had a long canopy leading to it. But that was a place you could sit and, sit by the window and look out.

MR. MCDANIEL: What kind of restaurant was it? Was it a casual restaurant or ...

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, it ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... a little nicer, I mean.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Mmm ... Yeah. But, of course, we still had the buses here in Oak Ridge that would, and you could take a bus to Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: And that was a big deal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was, so was the Central Bus Terminal still there?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Down, down, I guess on Tennessee there or ...
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, 

MR. MCDANIEL: … right near there, wasn't it?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, you could, people came and went on buses. But there were a few people that worked in Knoxville and took the bus. You could take a late bus to Knoxville and also come back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Mmm-hmm

MR. MCDANIEL: I know that when, people tell me that when, during the war, that there was a bus leaving Gay Street, in Knoxville, every 15 minutes, 24 hours a day, coming to Oak Ridge. So ...

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Wow.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, road between Knoxville and Oak Ridge was ... And I guess, you know, the, I guess, if you went to Knoxville, how did you go? Did you have to go Clinton Highway?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, we weren't allowed to go to Knoxville ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... as a teenager. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: That was, that was a big deal. Finally, when my boyfriend was a senior, I think my parents let him drive me to Knoxville, maybe, one time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: But yeah, Pellissippi Parkway wasn't there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: You went up Oak Ridge Highway and turned on Ball Camp.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, yes.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Kind of a back alley way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly, exactly ...
MRS. GOODLAXSON: The other thing I thought of, you know, about growing up was, all the churches had a basketball leagues.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: So, I was on the Chapel-on-the-Hill basketball team, and that time, girls couldn't cross the center line.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's right, they couldn't. Then there were, what? Three and three, is that what it was?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, yeah. And so, St. Mary's and Chapel-on-the-Hill were the big rivals.

MR. MCDANIEL: And where did, where did you play?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: We played, gosh, where did we play? I guess we played in the school gyms for the intramurals. And that's where we practiced, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: But, it was a big deal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly, exactly.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: But I don't even think there was a girl’s basketball team for the high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: For the high school.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Uh-uh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Hmmm... Ok, so, so you graduated high school and then, what did you do?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: I went to University of Tennessee ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... Knoxville, and I have a degree from there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Then I went to nursing school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? Ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: And I'm an RN, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you're an RN. Ok. And you, so you went to UT, and you're a, when ... Did you come back to Oak Ridge or ... ?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yes, I've moved away and come back three times.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right. Well let's, let's talk about that a little bit, ok. So, just tell me about when you came, and went, and where'd you go, and ... 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well my first husband and I moved to St. Louis.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: That's so he could go to Logan School of Chiropractic. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Then, we were there for four years, and he bought Dr. Helveston's practice in Oak Ridge, and we came back here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Doctor who?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Helveston.

MR. MCDANIEL: Helveston.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Robert Helveston.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: He had Oak Ridge Chiropractic Center.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, all right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Then, my second husband and I went, moved to Hickory, North Carolina. He taught in the North Carolina schools for a couple of years ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... and it just, it wasn't a good fit ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... and we started trying to find something for him here. We wanted Maryville or Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: He actually worked, taught at West for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: West High School, and then he got on with Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. And you had, you had children along the way.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: I did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Would you talk about your kids? And they grew up in Oak Ridge, basically, didn't they?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: They did, they did. All my kids – well, my oldest is a senior like yours, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I think it's funny ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You mean, your youngest is a senior.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: My youngest is a senior like ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, you said your oldest.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Oh, my youngest is a senior like your oldest.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is a senior, right, exactly.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, one thing my daughter, who's an orthopedic surgeon, said, in medical school she had, sometimes she had more work but it was never harder than Oak Ridge High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah. But she did, you know, she took some pretty advanced courses. But yeah, I have four kids and three are graduated from high school and one will graduate ...

MR. MCDANIEL: This year.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... this year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... You said your oldest is an orthopedic surgeon?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Mmm-hmm, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And she said her courses were never, were never harder than Oak Ridge high school? 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, That's what she told her little brother.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: She went to University of Pittsburgh. She was a Merit Finalist. She really did well at Oak Ridge and got a complete, full ride.

MR. MCDANIEL: Talk about, talk about that. Talk about the school system a little bit, and the opportunities that it has provided your kids, for you and your kids.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well I, you know, I think it's been, been a wonderful experience. Nothing is perfect, but I, I find people tend to generalize about areas of the country, and it's just not been a school system that I think is, has been lacking. I think there's always room for improvement but, the fact that my kids had language, foreign language, they had orchestra and band, you know, early in their educational careers. They had small classrooms, they had opportunities to travel. It was just a gr -- good experience for, for them and I think they, I think they knew it.

MR. MCDANIEL: And I would, I would imagine that the Oak Ridge, there's a handful of systems like Oak Ridge in East Tennessee, and probably the majority of the school systems in East Tennessee don't provide the opportunities that, you know, Oak Ridge or Maryville or Farragut or some of those places do.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so good. So they, so they, the school system prepared your children well.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Right, I feel like they've been well prepared. I mean, I just, personally, I think people expect an awfully lot from schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: You know, I think you should, you know, there's a lot more to the child rearing than just the schools ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... but I've been very pleased.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so you ended up back here ...

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... working at the hospital, is that correct?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: No, I don't, I don't work at Methodist.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, Ok, Ok ... So, what, what ... Do you work as a nurse?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I also teach swimming and water aerobics.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So where do you work as a nurse?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: I'm at Tennova ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Physicians Regional.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that is? Where's that? That's ... ?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: In Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that the old ... ?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: St. Mary's

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, that's the old St. Mary's, right. So, so you're at Tennova, you're a nurse, you have three kids gone and one about to be on his way. And you live in Oak Ridge. What's it, what's it been like to live in Oak Ridge as an adult compared to living here when you were a child?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, part of what I enjoy about Oak Ridge is just the community and the amenities we have. Having lived in St. Louis and Hickory, North Carolina, I just, you can't, we do take for granted so many things we have like the library and, you know, the ease that we can communicate with each other and, you know, the Civic Music Association and the Playhouse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: The, the restaurants, I like that. You know, just, not being a big shopper, I do like the fact that it's easy to buy what kind of food I want, and things like that. Plus, if I need something more, you know, there's something close by.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: You know, I'm an avid hiker, so, I'm also a Secret City Trekker, if you want to look online, and I've hiked all the trails in Oak Ridge. I think what I would like to see in Oak Ridge is sidewalks, more sidewalks, you know. I love the Farmers' Market. It's just been a… And the cost of living, I know after living in St Louis for four years, I realized how fortunate we are. I've met a lot of people, Europeans, and people from the Middle East who have come here and they talk about how nice it is, and people complain about taxes, but really, our tax rate is lower than any of them have paid.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure,
MRS. GOODLAXSON: The amenities we have. I like that, you know, we're not all one kind of people. I like the, the combination of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... people I can find here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. I'm sure that it, that ... I'm sure it was that way when you were growing up, too. I mean, you were exposed to different nationalities, people from different parts of the country, different parts of the world, different cultures, things such as that, so ...  And that has continued simply because of the type of town Oak Ridge is ...

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Right

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and the type of people that it attracts.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So ... Not so much anymore. Most of them live in Knoxville, you know. Some of them are still here. So ... Well, what else do you want to talk about?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Oh, I don't know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Talk a little bit, you mentioned you're an avid hiker, and you're part of the Trekkers, Secret City Trekkers?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, if you've hiked all the, all the trails in Oak Ridge, you can be a Secret City Trekker.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: And so, I have.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: You know, I go to Frozen Head and hike. I hike in the Smokies. Several times a week, I take my golden retriever out to the river and hike that way ...

 MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... down under the bridge and up toward Haw Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: It's just a great little venue to be at.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: I have a lot of hope for Oak Ridge as far as just it, its community feel. I think we're moving in the right direction. I love the stuff they've done at Jackson Square, and I'm looking forward to some improvements at the library.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I know that's something they need to, they're thinking of. But, my big, my big efforts right now would be backyard chickens and sidewalks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really? 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Mmm-hmm ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Backyard chickens and sidewalks.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, I'm a big advocate of backyard chickens, and Knox County has passed that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, have they? Ok, all right.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yes, and so that's just hens, no roosters.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: But I think there's a lot of that movement, you know, gardening, renewed interest in that. You know, four chickens give you three eggs a day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: And, unlike dogs and cats, their waste can be composted and put on your garden.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: And so, but I think they make less impact than dogs and cats.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly, exactly.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: But, you know, I just, I would like to see more sidewalks. I wish we had some system in place where they wouldn't build anything new without improving sidewalks. But even some of the existing sidewalks need to be worked on, because I, I have walked to the Farmers' Market from my house and  it's ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... kind of, they could be improved.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: That's all.

MR. MCDANIEL: I understand, I understand. So, you've been in Oak Ridge, off and on, mostly, your entire life. 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you ever think about just packing up, and getting out, and moving some place else?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, you know, growing up, I never imagined that I would be here as an adult. I just assumed that I would grow up and move away.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: That was, that was something that wasn't, I mean, that was sort of implied, not necessarily right or wrong. But it didn't work out that way. Like I said, I've moved away and come back and I'm, you know, things may change, I may move.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: But, I'm very happy here. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I, you know, I see there's a lot of good places in the world to be, but this is also a very nice place.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was a good place to raise your children.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Right, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, good opportunity for them, being exposed to lots of different things like you were as a teenager, so I'm sure you had that experience to call upon, you know.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Thinking about that, so.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah, all my kids got exposed to a lot of different things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Anything else?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I can't think of anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now's your chance. 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: I usually say that to people that, you know, aren't going to be here in 10 years, but I know you're going to be here a lot longer than I am. So, you know ...
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... You know, I usually say, if you've, if you've got something on your chest, here's your chance to get it off. (laughs)

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Oh, no, I don't have anything on my chest, everything is good. I just, I do want to plug the library. I mean, they have raised my kids. I mean, my kids have gone in, and they have always been helped, treated fantastically, you know. They've helped them with resource materials, and it's just been a great situation for them from Story Hour to, you know, all the way up, just ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I can't say enough good things about our library.

MR. MCDANIEL: And in today's, and then, today, it's nice to hear that, because people are thinking that libraries are becoming obsolete because of the internet.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, you know, I don't know about that. I have a Kindle and, you know, I have a tablet. But I still like to, I still like a book because you can browse in a book in a different way than you can, you know, on a Kindle. I still, I still get books.

MR. MCDANIEL: Talk a little bit about the, I know some of your kids were involved in the Playhouse. Why don't you talk about that involvement and what that meant?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, when we first moved here from St. Louis, Steve McBride was doing the first 'Joseph' at the Playhouse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: "Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat." And Amber was, maybe, first grade, and Kate Meacham and Dee Tenard, and Alan Lathrope and they were the four little angels that came out.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Right. And so, we were real involved in that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, Amber is your second ... ?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: She's my oldest. 

MR. MCDANIEL: She's your oldest, Ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: And then, course, Chelsea and Amber were both in Show Kids.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: And Chelsea was more, of course, she majored in musical theater. But she was, she was very active at the Playhouse, and with Reggie. She did numerous plays there and then, at the Masquers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: And then, she did, "Annie," at the Bijou and she did, "Evita." So ... It was a great experience.

MR. MCDANIEL: And she's gone on, she's a professional now.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: She's a professional. That's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes. So, good for her, good for her.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: I know. They both, you know, they both danced with the Civic Ballet Association. Then, Chelsea was the 10 and under Southeast Scottish Highland Dancer champion.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: She did Scottish Highland Dancing. So, I was real involved with costuming and what not, with the Civic Ballet. Marlene Darling was a fantastic seamstress and very talented. She did a lot of the costumes for them.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, from a cultural perspective, your kids had lots of opportunities in Oak Ridge, didn't they?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yes, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, you know, different opportunities, not just one thing.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Right. Then, you know, Zara came along and was more athletic and she played girls' softball, so ... Then, you know, Jake's played every sport.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... ran cross country for middle school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, and been in the band with my kids.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Has been in the band the whole time, yes, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. What, where's, where's Jake going to school? Does he know?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, he's been accepted everywhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: He hasn't made the final decision. I think he's going to go to ETSU [East Tennessee State University].

MR. MCDANIEL: What's he going to study?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: He wants to study bioengineering.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what I was thinking. I think I talked to him and asked him about that. So ...

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good, good. All right, well Liz, thank you so much for taking time.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well, you're welcome so much.

MR. MCDANIEL: I appreciate it and this will live in the library ...
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Oh, boy ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and hopefully it will outlive us and (laughter) and people can go back and see what your life was about.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Oh, boy, I know, that's exciting. I love that. We went up, we went up to the Coal Miners' Museum the other day ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: We both wept reading these notes they had left to their loved ones as they were dying.

MR. MCDANIEL: "Oh, God, for one more breath." I know ...
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I know! "And raise the kids as best you can..."

MR. MCDANIEL: I know, and "tell them I'll see them in heaven..."
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Well. The way the coal, people talk about things being violent and unfair now, but the way the coal companies treated those people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: There was a picture of them being evicted from their houses while they tore them down to build a stockade ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... for the convicts.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: I did not realize that, when that whole system failed, that's why they built Brushy Mountain, they took the people ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Who knew?

MR. MCDANIEL: Who knew? Well, that's amazing, the ...

MRS. GOODLAXSON: I know.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... Coal Miners' Museum.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: I know it was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, let me ask you a question ...

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Oh, sure.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... before we go.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, is, your mother's still living, obviously. 

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Oh, yes, uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: And so, about how old is she now?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Just turned 90.

MR. MCDANIEL: Just turned 90.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yes. She and a bunch of the long-time Oak Ridgers all go to Chapel-on-the-Hill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Paul Spray, Deenie Zachary, just turned 90. Who else? Bunch of, bunch of the older people that were original...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... or nearly original Oak Ridgers ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: ... go to Chapel-on-the-Hill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, your father, did he pass away?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: He's been gone for 25 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: So ... But, yeah, she's loved Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Now, does she live on her own, or does she live ...?

MRS. GOODLAXSON: She lives with me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: Mmm-hmm, she lives with me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, all right. Well, good. All right, well, Liz, thank you.

MRS. GOODLAXSON: You're welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: I appreciate it.
MRS. GOODLAXSON: You're welcome.
[End of Interview]
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