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Mr. McDaniel: Just tell me your name.
Mrs. Dean: Louise Seeber Dean.

Mr. McDaniel: And today’s date is December 9, 2009 and we’re at your home in Clinton. So tell me a little bit about your background. You were born and raised in Clinton?
Mrs. Dean: I was born and raised in Clinton and I went to Knox General Hospital. I graduated from the old Knoxville General Hospital in probably –I hope you cut out some of this. [laughter] I can’t even think – I should know.

Mr. McDaniel: That’s okay.
Mrs. Dean: I graduated from Knox General Hospital and then my first job was at Oak Ridge Hospital. I worked there.

Mr. McDaniel: And you were a nurse?
Mrs. Dean: I was a nurse, a registered nurse.

Mr. McDaniel: Before we get into that, let’s go back to – so you grew up in Clinton. Where did you go to school?
Mrs. Dean: I went to school at Clinton Elementary and Clinton High School. They just had those two schools then.

Mr. McDaniel: And, so what did your Mom and Dad do?
Mrs. Dean: My Mom and Dad worked at the hosiery mill in Clinton.

Mr. McDaniel: Okay. What was it like growing up in Clinton in that time? What year were you born?
Mrs. Dean: I was born in ’31.

Mr. McDaniel: Okay, in ’31, in the ’30s. And in the ’40s, what was it like?
Mrs. Dean: It was a good life. It was a good life and you felt secure and you had to – the people – you knew everyone. I guess what I remember most was the school. We went to school regardless – snow was up to our knees, we still went to school. A whole lot different now.

Mr. McDaniel: Did you live where you walked to school?
Mrs. Dean: Probably a mile. We walked a mile to school, up in North Clinton.

Mr. McDaniel: That was it.
Mrs. Dean: That was it.

Mr. McDaniel: No matter what, you walked to school.
Mrs. Dean: We walked to school.

Mr. McDaniel: So you were a child in the ’40s when they started Oak Ridge. What do you remember about that?
Mrs. Dean: The only thing I remember, I had an uncle that worked in the Oak Ridge area, and we visited him. They had the guards. Of course, as a kid, boy those guards made you open your eyes. But it seemed very different from what Clinton was.

Mr. McDaniel: What did your parents tell you about it? Did they know – 
Mrs. Dean: They didn’t know nothing. That’s what I think was so – it was several years, I don’t know how many, before we really knew what was going on in Oak Ridge.

Mr. McDaniel: But you said your uncle worked in Oak Ridge. Did he live in Oak Ridge too?
Mrs. Dean: Uh-huhn. He lived in Oak Ridge.

Mr. McDaniel: So you would go to visit him and you would have to get a pass?
Mrs. Dean: Permit. Everything.

Mr. McDaniel: Do you remember what anything looked like or do you have any of those kinds of memories once you were inside the gates of Oak Ridge?
Mrs. Dean: The only thing, there were lots of guards. I remember that and when we went in the gates, it seemed like there were a lot of guards there. Other than that, I don’t remember.

Mr. McDaniel: Okay. So you graduated from high school. Clinton.
Mrs. Dean: Clinton High School.

Mr. McDaniel: Clinton High School. Do you remember what year that was?

Mrs. Dean: I just had my 60th reunion, so – 
Mr. McDaniel: So that would have been ’49?
Mrs. Dean: ’49. ’49. We had our 60th reunion.

Mr. McDaniel: So you graduated in ’49 and then you went to nursing school. Is that correct?
Mrs. Dean: Right.

Mr. McDaniel: So tell me a little bit about that.
Mrs. Dean: Well, as most people back then, you didn’t have money to go to school like kids do now. And luckily, everything was free for three years. A place to live, training, went to UT. Was at UT two quarters.

Mr. McDaniel: So, everything was free. How was it free? Was it the state that paid for it?
Mrs. Dean: Must have been the state. I’m not sure. All I knew is that they were taking people free to become RNs.

Mr. McDaniel: So they probably saw a need for RNs.
Mrs. Dean: Yeah, there was a big need after the war and all that.
Mr. McDaniel: So you went a three-year program. Is that correct?
Mrs. Dean: Uh-huhn.

Mr. McDaniel: And you became an RN.
Mrs. Dean: We went three years. But that meant we were there three years. We didn’t take summer off or nothing like that.

Mr. McDaniel: Straight through. Three years.
Mrs. Dean: Straight through.

Mr. McDaniel: And you live there. You lived in Knoxville?
Mrs. Dean: We lived in the nursing home in Knox General.

Mr. McDaniel: And where was Knox General.
Mrs. Dean: Just right off North Central.

Mr. McDaniel: Okay. So, let’s see, that would have been about ’52?
Mrs. Dean: I graduated in ’52.

Mr. McDaniel: You graduated in ’52 as an RN. And then what did you do?
Mrs. Dean: I went to work at Oak Ridge Hospital, the old hospital in Oak Ridge. I worked there probably a year, a year and a half, and then I went to K-25 and I worked there probably three or four years until I had my first child. Back then you had to quit work when you were six months pregnant and you lost your job. You know, after you had your baby, you started looking for another one.

Mr. McDaniel: So tell me a little bit about the hospital. What do you remember about the hospital? And it was the old hospital.
Mrs. Dean: I worked mostly OB/GYN. Then I worked on the medical floor when I went back after I had my child. I always had good feelings about the hospital.

Mr. McDaniel: Were the physicians and a lot of the medical staff military at that time or had they transferred to private?
Mrs. Dean: It was a more private.

Mr. McDaniel: Who were some of the doctors that you worked with? Do you remember?
Mrs. Dean: Well, I worked in the OB/GYN. Dr. Pugh and – that’s the only one I can remember right now, Dr. Pugh.

Mr. McDaniel: Now Dr. Preston, he was – 
Mrs. Dean: He was a Pediatrician. Yeah, I remember Dr. Preston. And back then if you had a baby, the doctor spent the night at the hospital. They didn’t have all this fandangled stuff we have now.

Mr. McDaniel: Is that right? Do they – 
Mrs. Dean: They were there when you needed them. DePersio was the other doctor. That’s the two doctors in Oak Ridge and the time for OB/GYN.

Mr. McDaniel: DePersio and Dr. Pugh? So you were there for a year or two?
Mrs. Dean: Probably something like that.

Mr. McDaniel: And then you went to work for K-25?
Mrs. Dean: Uh-huhn.
Mr. McDaniel: Now tell me about going to work out at K-25. What did you do out there and what was it like?
Mrs. Dean: I worked in medical and worked shifts of course. It was good. I mean everybody – it was just a good place to work.

Mr. McDaniel: Now, was there a lot of classified stuff that you had to deal with?
Mrs. Dean: No. Not in medical.

Mr. McDaniel: Was it just general medical care or did you do anything specific to radiation or anything like that?
[loud sound of tree limbs falling on roof from strong winds]
Mrs. Dean: That was my house, wasn’t it?

Mr. McDaniel: That was your house.
Mrs. Dean: [laughter] That’s okay. Hope it didn’t get your car.

Mr. McDaniel: I hope so too. No, not yet.
Mrs. Dean: Maybe you ought to move it across the street. Reckon you could cut off here and – 
Mr. McDaniel: Well, sure I can do that. It’s a windstorm. So I’m going to pause right here.
[break in recording]

Mr. McDaniel: We’re going again now that the windstorm has blown some limbs over. So we were talking about when you went to K-25. But you worked in medical out there and it was just general medical.
Mrs. Dean: It was occupational injuries and people come in with minor complaints or something.

Mr. McDaniel: Did you have a lot of occupational injuries? Anything you can remember specifically?
Mrs. Dean: We were busy most of the time. Yeah. It’s a whole lot different than it is now.

Mr. McDaniel: What was it mostly? People cut themselves or – 
Mrs. Dean: Yeah. Just minor stuff, because if it was major, we’d send them to Oak Ridge Hospital.

Mr. McDaniel: You had a doctor out there that you worked with?
Mrs. Dean: No, except for days. They weren’t there on off-shifts, just two RNs.

Mr. McDaniel: Did you work shift work?
Mrs. Dean: Yes, I rotated shifts.

Mr. McDaniel: Was there much difference in the shifts, say like the number of people that worked there and the number of injuries you saw?
Mrs. Dean: It seemed like there was a lot of people who worked shifts back then, not like it is now.

Mr. McDaniel: Do you remember some of the other folks you worked with?

Mrs. Dean: The nurse I worked with was Betty Mobley. She’s an RN and she and I worked together for a long time. And then we had our doctor and his wife – I can’t remember his name.

Mr. McDaniel: Lyon?
Mrs. Dean: Dr. Lyon was there after this doctor. Costello. Dr. Costello and his wife worked there. And when they left, Dr. Lyon became medical director. And Margene [Lyon].
Mr. McDaniel: Were you there when Dr. Lyon came?
Mrs. Dean: Yes.

Mr. McDaniel: So you worked at K-25 for four or five years?
Mrs. Dean: Maybe, until I got pregnant and I quit. I had to quit at six months and then when I decided to go back to work, I think I went to UT Knoxville and worked a short time and then they hired me at X-10.
Mr. McDaniel: How long were you out? How old were your children when you went back to work?
Mrs. Dean: Probably about a year.
Mr. McDaniel: So you weren’t out for very long. So you went back and then you went to work at X-10. Tell me about that.
Mrs. Dean: Well, I had a friend, Raymond Frazier, who worked at X-10. He was in the maintenance and he told me they had an opening for a nurse, so I went there. I worked until I had to quit again. I have three children, so – but I went back to X-10 shortly.

Mr. McDaniel: What kind of work did you do out there? Was it just general medical?
Mrs. Dean: Just general medical. If someone got injured, you’d fill out forms and all that. And at K-25, we X-rayed, we did a little X-ray. I forgot about that, but I don’t remember doing any at X-10.

Mr. McDaniel: So you were at X-10 for a number of years?
Mrs. Dean: Yes, I retired from X-10.

Mr. McDaniel: So talk a little bit about the changes that you saw there from the beginning, when you first started, until through the years when you retired.
Mrs. Dean: I think we were more of a family in the early days. Each person was special, and it seems like to me we don’t have time anymore.

Mr. McDaniel: But as far as like automated things or computers or anything like that?
Mrs. Dean: At X-10, we went to computers while I was there. And I liked it because it saved us time; like if someone wanted a report or something, we could get it right quick like and stuff like that. And I’m sure now it’s more on computers.

Mr. McDaniel: Are there any cases, specifically, that you remember from working at the lab. You know, medical, was there anything unusual that you had to do there?
Mrs. Dean: No. I didn’t feel so.

Mr. McDaniel: It was just a medical clinic?
Mrs. Dean: Right. And we did physicals. Certain people had them yearly and some less often.

Mr. McDaniel: So what was the culture like at the lab?
Mrs. Dean: We were like one big family. And you got very attached to people because it was like that.

Mr. McDaniel: So there was camaraderie there early on. Everybody knew most everybody?
Mrs. Dean: Now, when I see people, “Oh, there’s Ms. Dean!” You know back then, they called everybody Ms. You know, even we did, the nurses; we didn’t call them by their first name. It’s been lots of changes.

Mr. McDaniel: What year did you retire?
Mrs. Dean: I’ve been retired about fourteen, fifteen years.

Mr. McDaniel: You being from Clinton and working in the area and you going to Oak Ridge after the gates were opened and things such as that, what’s your impression of Oak Ridge as a community and the people that you knew that lived there?
Mrs. Dean: I made some good friends in Oak Ridge and I feel like it’s a part of Clinton because we’re so close. I’ve always liked Oak Ridge.

Mr. McDaniel: If you had to pick out one memory of your work in Oak Ridge, what would that be? The thing that really stands out in your mind?
Mrs. Dean: What I miss the most? I think what stands out with me is the people.

Mr. McDaniel: So you made lots of good friends when you worked there?
Mrs. Dean: Oh yeah.

Mr. McDaniel: And I guess retiring is kind of hard when you don’t get to see them?
Mrs. Dean: No. [laughter] I still see them. We get together every two months for dinner in Oliver Springs, and there’s always some connection. So, really, it’s like family.

Mr. McDaniel: So, you said you had three children. Do they live in the area?
Mrs. Dean: My oldest, Pam, lives in Oliver Springs, and Kim lives here in Clinton, and Cindy lives here in Clinton.

Mr. McDaniel: Do any of them work at the plants?
Mrs. Dean: Cindy is an RN. She works at Oak Ridge Hospital. Kim is an LPN and she works in Knoxville. Pam lives in Oliver Springs.

Mr. McDaniel: So two of your children went into the family business?
Mrs. Dean: And I’ve got a granddaughter whose going to be a nurse, I think. She just started this year.

Mr. McDaniel: So, you lost your husband about twelve, fourteen years ago?
Mrs. Dean: Fourteen years ago.

Mr. McDaniel: Now, what did he do?
Mrs. Dean: He worked at Y-12 and he worked in metallography.

Mr. McDaniel: So, how did you meet him? Tell me about that.
Mrs. Dean: Well, he was in the military and he lived with a neighbor down the street from my mom and dad and I just met him through that. He was from Michigan and of course we all stayed here after that. He was still in the military when we got married.

Mr. McDaniel: Where was he stationed when you got married?
Mrs. Dean: Here in Oak Ridge. He was on a special project, he and another fellow.

Mr. McDaniel: What year did you get married?
Mrs. Dean: ’52.

Mr. McDaniel: How long had he been in Oak Ridge?
Mrs. Dean: Probably a year, a year and a half.

Mr. McDaniel: So, he was in the military on a special project?
Mrs. Dean: At X-10. [sound of wind blowing] Lord o’ mercy!

Mr. McDaniel: It’s those limbs off that tree next door that’s falling on your roof.

Mrs. Dean: [laughter] You can put that in there saying we’re having a little storm here.

Mr. McDaniel: Now, is there anything else that you want to talk about, anything that you remember or you recall or you want to make comments about?
Mrs. Dean: I think after I retired, I worked at Y-12. I did relief there. I enjoyed that very much and then I did relief at DOE – I’m still doing relief at DOE. And it’s just nice to see the big family in Oak Ridge.

Mr. McDaniel: So, you’ve been working, still doing some of that ever since you retired?
Mrs. Dean: Yes. I worked yesterday.

Mr. McDaniel: Do you mind if I ask how old you are?
Mrs. Dean: Seventy-eight. And I believe what keeps you going is to keep a-going.

Mr. McDaniel: All right then, anything else that you want to say while we’re set up? Things that you remember or things that you want to comment on?
Mrs. Dean: I’m active in the church now and my love is for the elderly and I try to keep in contact with people and I’m always busy.

Mr. McDaniel: Being in the medical field, I’m sure, has been an important part of your life.
Mrs. Dean: Yeah, I was from a poor family, I mean a working family. So to be able to become educated in a nursing program was a great thing for me.

Mr. McDaniel: And most people, I think, that go into the medical field have a kind of a nature of wanting to be helpful and to help people. Did you feel that?
Mrs. Dean: You had to have a connection to them. I enjoy people.

Mr. McDaniel: Okay, if there’s nothing else, I think that’s great.
Mrs. Dean: Well, I’ll probably think of a million things that I should have mentioned but I can’t think of any here.

Mr. McDaniel: We thank you for allowing us to come into your home and remember with you.
Mrs. Dean: Thank you for coming.

[end of recording]
11

