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MR. SMITH: I'm Ray Smith, I'm the Oak Ridge City Historian, and I'm here today interviewing Virginia Coleman. Virginia, tell us about where you were born, and where you grew up.

MRS. COLEMAN: Well, I was born in Lewisburg, North Carolina. It's a very small, at that time, it was very small town of three thousand, half of whom were black, and we had segregated schools.

MR. SMITH: Oh, my.
MRS. COLEMAN: I was in the same school building, one through 11. At that time, North Carolina didn't have 12 grades.

MR. SMITH: Ok.
MRS. COLEMAN: One teacher said, “We've got the poorest school system, and teachers, in the country, and the best roads in the country.” (laughs) My father, and mother, both had what they thought were eighth grade educations, but they were both very bright. My father, I think, was an entrepreneur. He had the first taxi cab in Lewisburg. Then, he had a men’s clothing store. Nothing but, and men could come in, and be measured. He had samples and, big sample books of designs, and everything, and he would send these up to New York where they would get custom-made suits. He would go up to New York a couple of times a years with other businessmen. Then, he decided to run for Sheriff. My mother didn't want him to, but he did, and he won, and he had won the second time. His salary was $1,200 a year, the first time, and it was going to go up to $1,800. But, on his birthday, we had gone to Virginia Beach to celebrate and, on the way back, a drunk man ran into us, and it killed my father.

MR. SMITH: Oh, no.
MRS. COLEMAN: There were, there were, there were six children, and five of us were in the car. My mother's head went through the windshield. She almost cut her tongue in two, and bled a great deal, and her left arm was crushed. She had this arm around my youngest brother, and they think that saved his life. We didn't have seat belts, of course. So, things changed dramatically after that. We didn't have very much money. My mother was a beautiful seamstress. She had always made our clothes. And, she started making dresses for women in the town, and they would come in with their patterns, and the material, in the morning. She would measure them, and when they came back later that day, the dress was ready. And she got one dollar. (laughs)

MR. SMITH: One dollar?
MRS. COLEMAN: One dollar.

MR. SMITH: Oh, my.
MRS. COLEMAN: I don't know how she did it, but she just instilled in all of us that we were going to college. We never talked about how we could afford it, or anything. I just wonder how she did that, but we always knew we were going to college, and all six of us did.

MR. SMITH: Wow. That's amazing.
MRS. COLEMAN: Of course, we had to work. 

MR. SMITH: So where'd you go to college?
MRS. COLEMAN: Well, the first, Lewisburg has the oldest junior college in the country.

MR. SMITH: Ok.
MRS. COLEMAN: And I went there. It was a co-ed living. I was a day student, which made it a little bit difficult because they would make announcements at the dining room and I wouldn't get them maybe 'til the next day. But it was a very good school, and the teachers were excellent, and very small classes. So, it was like high school. You did your work every day. When I got to Chapel Hill, to Carolina, and I didn't have to have a test until Friday, I didn't start studying 'til Thursday night. So (laughs) it wasn't the best, anyway, I thought Lewisburg College was a lot better than when I was at Chapel Hill.

MR. SMITH: So, so, what was your degree? What did you graduate with at Chapel Hill?

MRS. COLEMAN: I got a degree in chemistry, actually. And, I liked it. My oldest sister, Sophie, was there and she got her Master's the same time I got my bachelor's and she was in chemistry, too.

MR. SMITH: Did she influence your thinking towards chemistry?

MRS. COLEMAN: Oh, yes, yes. She's always been my mentor. She's just, just a great person.

MR. SMITH: Now, what did she go on to do?

MRS. COLEMAN: Well, she had a very tragic life. Her husband was very idealistic. He joined the Army for, to fight for World War II, and they had, I think, their baby was just a few months old when he joined. 

MR. SMITH: Oh, my.
MRS. COLEMAN: Later, she had, we thought she was going to marry someone else, and he dropped dead on the golf course of a heart attack.

MR. SMITH: Oh, no ... My ...
MRS. COLEMAN: She said, "The three most important men in my life have always died," and she never married again.

MR. SMITH: Oh, my ... How tragic... Oh, my...
MRS. COLEMAN: She went into a deep depression after that and was living with her in-laws. Her father-in-law was a real estate agent and he, eventually, he said, "Why don't you come down to the office and let me teach you real estate." So, after a couple of years, she went into her own private ...

MR. SMITH: I see.
MRS. COLEMAN: And I was told that for five years in a row, she had, she was the top real estate person in Winston-Salem.

MR. SMITH: Oh, my goodness.
MRS. COLEMAN: So, she was very successful.

MR. SMITH: I see. Well, that's good. Well, now tell me about you, when you graduated from North Carolina.

MRS. COLEMAN: Well, I actually, it was in the fall of '43 ...

MR. SMITH: Ok.
MRS. COLEMAN: ... that the chemistry department put up a notice that there would be interviewer coming and anyone who was interested in a job could sign up. So, this woman had come from Oak Ridge, and she described Oak Ridge as being this huge reservation with free buses running night and day. She never said they were cattle cars. (laughter) And, that if I wanted to come out for an interview between Christmas and New Year's, they would pay for it. So, I took my first train ride between Christmas, and New Year's '43, and had an interview, and was offered a job, which I accepted.

MR. SMITH: Oh.
MRS. COLEMAN: I was in what they called an accelerated class, all the science people were then asked to forego summer vacation, and so, it was the first class to graduate in March, instead of June. So, I did, and two weeks after I graduated, then I came out and started working.

MR. SMITH: So, you came here by yourself?
MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah.

MR. SMITH: Ok.
MRS. COLEMAN: I didn't know anybody.

MR. SMITH: Ok. Now, tell me about your arrival here. What was it like?
MRS. COLEMAN: Well, they met me at the train station, and ...

MR. SMITH: Now, when you say, "Met me at the train station," was that here in Oak Ridge, or in Knoxville?

MRS. COLEMAN: In Knoxville.

MR. SMITH: Ok.
MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah. For the interview, they took me to what, I guess, was a boarding house. At that time, I had a boyfriend who was working here, who had been at Carolina.

MR. SMITH: Oh, he'd already come here, then.

MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah, so he met me at the train. I hadn't had dinner. I thought we'd go out for dinner, but I didn't know they were going to meet me and they whisked me off to this boarding house. It was about nine o'clock at night. So, I never got any dinner that night. (laughs)

MR. SMITH: Had to miss dinner? (laughs)

MRS. COLEMAN: Barely got to say, "Hi," to Johnny.

MR. SMITH: Oh, ok. (laughs) So, how about the next morning?

MRS. COLEMAN: So, the next morning, they met me. First, they took me to a place to do blood work, and get a urine sample. I thought, this is crazy, even before I'd been hired, or anything. But I learned, later, that what was going on was, they wanted to be sure you weren't pregnant.

MR. SMITH: I see.
 MRS. COLEMAN: A funny story was, you know, these women giving urine samples, and one woman says, "Oh, I've spilled mine!" And another woman said, "Oh, that's all right, I'll give you some of mine." (laughter)

MR. SMITH: Oh, my goodness.
MRS. COLEMAN: I was a little shocked. (laughter)

MR. SMITH: That is funny.

MRS. COLEMAN: You know, I was a so naive. I was 20-years-old, I didn't know what to expect. And I really don't remember where we went for the interview. I remember coming through the gate, the guards, and, you know, checking. But ...

MR. SMITH: Do you remember which gate it was? The Solway Gate or ... ?

MRS. COLEMAN: It was Edgemoor.

MR. SMITH: Edgemoor?
MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah.

MR. SMITH: Ok. Yeah, that would've been the way you would've come in.
MRS. COLEMAN: I thought the view coming in by Melton Lake was so beautiful. It was wintertime, and the banks were covered with snow. Oh, it was just gorgeous.

MR. SMITH: Yeah.
MRS. COLEMAN: I still enjoy that view, every time.

MR. SMITH: It is a pretty drive.
MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah.

MR. SMITH: It is, sure enough. And I can imagine a winter scene there would've been very attractive.

MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah.

MR. SMITH: Yeah. So, you came on in for the interview.

MRS. COLEMAN: I don't know where we went. I think we went to Y-12, but I'm not sure.

MR. SMITH: Ok.
MRS. COLEMAN: I didn't know where anything was. Then, they took me back to the boarding house. The next day, I was going to catch the train, and was supposed to be there at six, and it snowed, and (laughs) and it got there, I don't think we left 'til nine or 10. Here were all these troops, the aisle, people standing up, sitting on their suitcases, and everything. I didn't get back to Chapel Hill until, oh, I think it was two in the morning.

MR. SMITH: Wow.
MRS. COLEMAN: The roads there, no buses, nothing was running. There was three military people, who had to be back by six. So, they got someone to drive a car, and they let me ride with them.

MR. SMITH: Ok.
MRS. COLEMAN: We got back to Chapel Hill about six, I think. They just made it.

MR. SMITH: Uh-huh, well, that was an adventure, for sure.

MRS. COLEMAN: Oh, it was.

MR. SMITH: So, then you came to work here. Tell us about that.

MRS. COLEMAN: Well, that was another interesting story.

MR. SMITH: Ok.
MRS. COLEMAN: I went to Tennessee Eastman's place, you know, and they said, "Oh, you're not 21. You've got to go get a work permit." (laughs) Oh, I was so insulted, you know. I've got my degree. (laughter) Anyway, I had to walk down to where the courthouse is now, and that's where the, I was able to get a permit to work, and go back. So, I was in the bullpen, and they were just trying to keep people entertained, so they wouldn't leave, wouldn't get too bored. They were asking all the college graduates to teach classes. So, I made some little demonstrations about things that applied to cooking, and I also taught people how to read a yardstick. (laughter)

MR. SMITH: Oh, my goodness.

MRS. COLEMAN: These were going to be the calutron ones.

MR. SMITH: Yeah.
MRS. COLEMAN: You had to read meters.

MR. SMITH: Right.
MRS. COLEMAN: But I didn't know what they were going to do. Everybody there was waiting for their clearance. I was there several weeks.

MR. SMITH: Wow.
MRS. COLEMAN: I, clearance had been there when I arrived ...

MR. SMITH: Oh.

MRS. COLEMAN: ... but nobody knew it.

MR. SMITH: Things haven't changed much. (laughs) 

MRS. COLEMAN: In the meantime, I had, there was a man there named Nick Piper who was going to be head of human resources for the Chemistry Department. He just asked me if I'd like to be his assistant. Well, as his assistant, I would be working days. As a chemist, I was going to be working shifts. So, I took that ...

MR. SMITH: Yes, that's good.
MRS. COLEMAN: ... opportunity, and I worked for him few months. Then, he said, "Now, Virginia, you're never going to get a raise, or go anywhere because you really don't have the qualifications for this job." So, that's when I went into the lab. And I worked for Dr. [Clarence] Larson. Dr. Larson, eventually, went on up to become head of Union Carbide.

MR. SMITH: Right.
MRS. COLEMAN: But, he was a really smart man. I was analyzing uranium chloride, and he would come by and say, "Now, how did this last sample come out?" And I'd say, "Well, it was 99 point so-and-so." He'd say, "That's good. I'll call you later, and get this." And I'd say, "I can write it down for you, Dr. Larson." "No, no, I'll call you." So, what I learned, eventually, was he would call me, he would have his office filled with all the bigwigs. When he heard that, he would yell, "Whoooo! (laughter) 99 point three percent." He went on up the ladder. (laughs)

MR. SMITH: That was a good strategy, huh?
MRS. COLEMAN: He had a lot of young engineers, who had come from Harvard and Yale.

MR. SMITH: Yeah.
MRS. COLEMAN: They were my age. I dated some of them. I only had one other female in the lab. She had, Emily Laysion, she had gone to University of Chicago, and had her degree in chemistry. So, the two of us became very good friends. We had a good time. You know, Oak Ridge was made for young people, and there were dances on the tennis courts. I had been on the tennis team at Carolina, and I was just delighted they had a, Tennessee Eastman had a tennis team, and I played on that. I also loved it that Tennessee Eastman provided us with a darkroom, and it was great. It was at the East Gate, and you could schedule it and go in and process your film and print. It was just wonderful. So, I really was very happy here. I lived in WV-25, West Village, dormitory number 25, for several months. It also was right next to the tennis courts, so I loved that ...

MR. SMITH: Oh, yeah, convenient.
MRS. COLEMAN: ... to look out my window and see if you had an empty court, and get someone to play. After a few months, I moved to Beacon Hall in Town Site. It was, at WV-25, there were only three college graduates there and I can tell you, going into the bathroom stalls was pretty bad. It was amazing. People would put their muddy shoes on the toilets.

MR. SMITH: Oh.
MRS. COLEMAN: I don't know whether you've heard this or not, but, so, you'd have to find a stall that was clean. Anyway, I was happy to move to Beacon, where I never encountered that. All I think, all the women there had been to college. So, the college club was already in existence when I arrived, and Martha Lou Jones, had started it, and she became a very good friend of mine. They put on fashion shows. We babysat for 25 cents an hour and we loved that, because we could go into homes. They'd have cookies for us, we could take our boyfriends with us. We gave that money to the high school to send someone to college. The first time I got on the bus, when I was at WV-25, little shocked at the cattle car. (laughter)

MR. SMITH: It wasn't much of a bus, huh?
MRS. COLEMAN: I climbed on that and got to Town Site where I got on another bus. No, at that time, I just went up to Tennessee Eastman. But coming home in the afternoon, you couldn't see, the windows were so high, you couldn't see out them. You didn't have any contact with the driver of the tractor. The only way you could do anything was pull the cord, but you couldn't see where you were. (laughter) It was people getting off the bus, so they learned to tell you where they were getting off, so the people inside would know. You could start, once you'd been there a bit, you could start planning how many more stops before you'd reach your destination.

MR. SMITH: Well, that's interesting. You made do, huh? Let's go back for just a minute to Y-12. Do you remember the building you were working in?

MRS. COLEMAN: I really don't. I can see it, but I don't remember that number.

MR. SMITH: I would imagine, it was a chemical processing laboratory, so I would imagine it was 9202 or 9203, which are now the development buildings, but that's where the chemical laboratories were.

MRS. COLEMAN: It could've been 9203.

MR. SMITH: Could've been, yeah.
MRS. COLEMAN: I just don't remember.

MR. SMITH: So, all this time that you were getting settled in, and working for Dr. Larson, where was Johnny?

MRS. COLEMAN: What was ... ?

MR. SMITH: Where was your boyfriend, Johnny?

MRS. COLEMAN: Oh! He had left! (laughter) He went back to school.

MR. SMITH: He did. 

MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah.

MR. SMITH: Ok, all right.
MRS. COLEMAN: But there were a lot of other boys. (laughs)

MR. SMITH: (laughs) Yes, I'm sure there were. Lot of young people, and lot of single, young people.

MRS. COLEMAN: Right.

MR. SMITH: Right. Well, go ahead and tell us a little more. What did you do in your career after working for Dr. Larson?
MRS. COLEMAN: Well, after the war was over, I stayed on. So many people went back to where they had been beforehand, and many got laid off, eventually. But, I continued to work for nine years, and worked until six weeks before my first child was born.

MR. SMITH: Still at Y-12?
MRS. COLEMAN: Yes. But I ... 

MR. SMITH: And what were you doing?
MRS. COLEMAN: I had changed departments. I had married my supervisor.

MR. SMITH: Oh, there you go.
MRS. COLEMAN: He was the smartest man I ever met.

MR. SMITH: Oh, how about that?

MRS. COLEMAN: Anyway, I had to move, I couldn't work in the same department after that. So, I moved over to the, I was in Chem Tech. I moved over to Chemistry, and that was headed by Warren Grimes, who had been Charlie's, my husband's, roommate, at Purdue. I didn't meet Charlie until after he returned. He was here during the war, and then, at the Manhattan Project in, at Columbia, and had come down here. But, as soon as the war was over, he went back to Purdue and Warren did not. I met him when he came back, after that.

MR. SMITH: I see.
MRS. COLEMAN: I was doing research on the fuel for the plane that never flew. (laughs)

MR. SMITH: Yes, the nuclear-powered aircraft.
MRS. COLEMAN: What?

MR. SMITH: The nuclear-powered aircraft.
MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah. So, we were trying to find the fuel that would ... I was doing cooling down experiments to see, adding different ingredients, and all, trying to find the perfect fuel. That's what I was doing when I retired.

MR. SMITH: Now, were you still at Y-12 doing that work?

MRS. COLEMAN: Yes, yes.

MR. SMITH: Ok.
MRS. COLEMAN: I've also done some very interesting experiments with the first ion exchange that Dow came out with. The first, Dow I and Dow II, they were very dirty, in the sense that they had a lot of debris with them. You know, today, we use the ion exchange in our water systems, and everything. So, they continued to develop that. But, we were trying to remove uranium from different solutions with those ion exchanges. We were having some success. Eventually, a large-scale set-up was made, and used to get the uranium that way.

MR. SMITH: So, you were in the very early stages of ion exchange ...

MRS. COLEMAN: Yes.

MR. SMITH: ... experimentation.
MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah. 

MR. SMITH: That's great.
MRS. COLEMAN: Very first ones that Dow had.

MR. SMITH: Right.
MRS. COLEMAN: Then, that's a really interesting field, I think.

MR. SMITH: Yeah.
MRS. COLEMAN: I'm still very much interested in science. 

MR. SMITH: So, so you married your supervisor, Charlie.
MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah.

MR. SMITH: And that got you out of Beacon Hall.

MRS. COLEMAN: Right. No, in the meantime, I'd been asked by a couple of friends to move in with them in a W-2. 

MR. SMITH: Ok.
MRS. COLEMAN: We were right there at Town Site, and it was a very nice arrangement. They were both wonderful. They got married before I did. I was the last of the three to get married.

MR. SMITH: So where did you get married? Where'd you have your wedding ceremony?

MRS. COLEMAN: At Chapel-on-the-Hill, like so many. (laughs)

MR. SMITH: Yes, I thought that might be the case.

MRS. COLEMAN: Yes.

MR. SMITH: So, what was it like to live in Town Site? What was going on there?
MRS. COLEMAN: Well, you know, the cafeteria was from Beacon Hall. Also, where we lived, in the W-2, was so convenient to the cafeteria, and that's where we ate most of the time. But then, there was a cafeteria, I don't remember the name of it, that was on Tennessee Avenue. They had very good food. Then, Rose Marie Waggoner was Swedish. Her mother had taught how to cook, and Dot and I just loved the weeks she was in charge of cooking, because she cooked such good food.

MR. SMITH: I see, uh-huh.
MRS. COLEMAN: We took turns, a week at a time, of being responsible for the food.

MR. SMITH: The food, I see. So, where did you live when you married? Where did you and Charlie?

MRS. COLEMAN: Well, we still lived in an E-2 for a while. I was the only one there, and we lived there for a short while, until I was pregnant. It was still pretty hard to get housing where you wanted it. So, I told Keith Brown, Charlie's supervisor, I said, "Keith, I'm trying to get Charlie to leave, if we can't get another place to live." The next week, we moved into the Garden Apartments.

MR. SMITH: Oh, ok. (laughs) So, they were new at that time, weren't they?

MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah, they were pretty new.

MR. SMITH: Yeah, that's great.

MRS. COLEMAN: We lived there until our second child was born, so that meant we lived there three years. And then, we lived on Darwin Lane. Dot, my former housemate, she and her family had to move to California, because one of their children was so allergic to this environment.

MR. SMITH: Really?
MRS. COLEMAN: They just had earaches, and the doctor finally said, you've got to go to a drier climate. So, when they moved, we bought their house for $6,000. I think they'd paid $5,000 and I, we sold it for $7,000. (laughter)

MR. SMITH: (laughs) All right.
MRS. COLEMAN: We lived there until we were able to build this house, in 1968.

MR. SMITH: How about that? Well, you've got a beautiful home here, that's for sure.
MRS. COLEMAN: Well, I sure like it. I'm so glad I can stay here.

MR. SMITH: Yes, I'm sure that's good. Let's change gears just a moment, and tell me how you were introduced to Denise Kiernan?

MRS. COLEMAN: Well, I got this phone call from Bobbie Martin. I think it was a Friday afternoon, and she said, "Virginia, there's someone here who'd like to interview you. Would you do that?" And I said, "Oh, sure." (laughs) So then, I talked to Denise and she was going to come up nine, nine-thirty the next morning. Well, I had a knee injury and I had physical therapy at 11, and I said, "Well, that's how much time I have." So, she came and, with Joe, and at the end of an hour, and I had to leave, I thought we were through. She said, "Well, this is a good beginning. When can I see you again?"

MR. SMITH: (laughs) That sounds like Denise.

MRS. COLEMAN: So, we made an appointment and, I think this must have been very close to one of the Secret City Festivals. I had Jane Puckett, and Beverly Puckett, and her son, Haliburton, come in for the weekend.

MR. SMITH: Right.
MRS. COLEMAN: And, Rose Marie Waggoner, that I had lived with formerly, was living in Knoxville, and she was coming. So, we had a full house. On Sunday afternoon, Denise and Joe dropped bym and that's when Denise met Jane, and our friendship really started developing. I can't remember when I told them they could use my basement if they wanted to when they were in town, and down there, I have this 14-foot built-in desk, with two places that people can sit, and plug in their computers, and things. So, I think that worked out pretty well.

MR. SMITH: I think it did, too. She and Joe, both ...
MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah.

MR. SMITH: ... have expressed how much they appreciate your hospitality, and how delighted they are when they get to come to Oak Ridge because they're going to get to stay with you. So, that's turned out real good.

MRS. COLEMAN: Well, it was fun having them. So, one day she said, "Well, today I'm going to interview Katie ..." Anyway, she said, "I've been wanting to interview this black woman ..."

MR. SMITH: Yeah, Katie, Katie Strickland.

MRS. COLEMAN: And she [Katie] just didn't interview anybody any more. She said, "They treated us so bad, all during the war, and now they want to interview us. I'm not going to do it." So, Denise, you know, in her charming way, met with the granddaughter the day before, and the granddaughter convinced her to have the interview.

MR. SMITH: And Katie and Denise became best friends.

MRS. COLEMAN: Right.

MR. SMITH: They did, yes.
MRS. COLEMAN: So, I didn't get to hear how the interview turned out until they came back some time later, and she said, you know, she told me the story about the biscuit pan. (laughter)

MR. SMITH: That's a good story.

MRS. COLEMAN: It is.

MR. SMITH: She'd be able to stay with her husband longer if she made biscuits for the guards.

MRS. COLEMAN: Right.

MR. SMITH: Yeah, she did.
MRS. COLEMAN: And that pot-bellied stove, in the middle of the hutment.

MR. SMITH: (laughs) Of the hutment, yes.
MRS. COLEMAN: Well, they were treated terribly.

MR. SMITH: Yes, they were.
MRS. COLEMAN: That they couldn't live together, I just ... So, I could understand how she felt.

MR. SMITH: Well, is ...
MRS. COLEMAN: That's ...

MR. SMITH: Go ahead.
MRS. COLEMAN: I was just going to say, it's because of Denise's wonderful way of interacting with people that she got to interview her.

MR. SMITH: Yes, it is. That's right. She got a lot of interviews in that book, because of her ability to reach to people like that.
MRS. COLEMAN: Right.

MR. SMITH: She did a good job with it.
MRS. COLEMAN: Yes.

MR. SMITH: Is there anything else that you would like for us to cover, that I might not have asked you questions about? Is there some other aspect of living here, or working here? Did you continue to work after you started to have, having children?
MRS. COLEMAN: When my youngest son was in sixth grade, I went back to UT [University of Tennessee].

MR. SMITH: Ok.
MRS. COLEMAN: Well, went to UT, I hadn't been there, and got my Master's in social work. Then, I worked for four years at Child and Family Services, in a federally-funded research project, and I love research. It was a sex abuse program, and sex abuse was just being, beginning to talk about, and so, it was really hard. It was shocking, the University of California, at Berkley, was overseeing the research, and they were coming in every quarter, or half year, to interview us. There were seven brand new social workers who'd just graduated, and one male, six women, and a very good experienced supervisor. The idea was, they were going to use social workers, psychologists, and psychiatrists, and compare their success in working with sex abusers. So, they were really getting all this data, and at the end of three and a half years, they stopped it without ever analyzing it. 

MR. SMITH: Wow.
MRS. COLEMAN: That was very frustrating.

MR. SMITH: Yes, I'm sure.
MRS. COLEMAN: We had been working about a year, and had collected enough data that we started having seminars for policemen, judges, lawyers, anybody dealing ...

MR. SMITH: Right.
MRS. COLEMAN: ... with the subject. Then teaching them what we had learned. It was disturbing to find out that ministers were disproportionately ...

MR. SMITH: Yes.
MRS. COLEMAN: ... represented in this sample of sex abusers.

MR. SMITH: Well, unfortunately, that's, that's turned out to be true, and continues to be a problem. 

MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah.

MR. SMITH: Tell me about the organization that you helped to form.

MRS. COLEMAN: The ...

MR. SMITH: Healthy Start.
MRS. COLEMAN: What?

MR. SMITH: Healthy Start.
MRS. COLEMAN: Oh, Healthy Start. Well, after I left Child and Family, I went into private practice here. I was very concerned about children. When I saw that little article in the paper about Hawaii having this five-year program to, working with brand new mothers, that were subject to the children being abused. Hawaii had a very high rate of abuse. The pediatrician there who was on the state legislature and also in Congress, was able to get through a totally paid program for all of Hawaii, all of the islands, to start interviewing women when they went into the hospital to have their babies. They could tell, they had this verified form that, you know, you wouldn't think, I was shocked when I heard that you could just ask this list of questions and determine whether that child was going to be in danger of abuse.

MR. SMITH: Right.
MRS. COLEMAN: But it has been ...

MR. SMITH: Very accurate, huh?
MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah. So, anyone who fell into that category was offered five years of home visits to help. Later, it was changed so it was until the child went to school, pre-school or whatever.

MR. SMITH: Right.
MRS. COLEMAN: And, and the workers would go into the home and work with the mother primarily to help her bond with the baby because if she bonded, they knew she wouldn't let that baby be abused by the boyfriend.

MR. SMITH: Right.
MRS. COLEMAN: And, and then, just to help them have a better family relationship. So, that program had been very successful and Hawaii was very proud of it. So, they invited each state to send two people. Well, because Janey had been calling Hawaii and talking to them about the program, they invited her to come, and she invited me to go with her. 

MR. SMITH: Yeah.
MRS. COLEMAN: We didn't know that only two people from each state could go. I got this phone call one day from this girl, and she said, "Are you going to Hawaii to the conference?" I said, "Yes." She said, "Are you paying for it yourself?" I said, "Yes." Later, I found out she could've gone, at state expense, if we hadn't gone. (laughter) So, she wasn't very happy.

MR. SMITH: I bet she wasn't.
MRS. COLEMAN: I think Janey and I were the only ones there who had not been sent by their state.

MR. SMITH: Right.
MRS. COLEMAN: But it was just such an exciting conference, because it was so optimistic. Everybody there was just so thrilled. I came back, we came back, just so excited about it. Judge Meredith was just resigning as head of juvenile court, and he wanted to start something and had called for a meeting. 

MR. SMITH: Right.
MRS. COLEMAN: The teachers were just getting out for the summer, and so, we had this meeting. And it was at the, I guess, the hotel. They had to open up the room, the dividers because there were so many more people that came. So, we got this organization going called, CREAM, and I forget what that acronym stood for, but Judge Meredith had thought of it on his way back from Nashville one night, and he loved it.

MR. SMITH: (laughs) Yeah, that was Jennings Meredith. He's a really neat guy.
MRS. COLEMAN: Oh, he is.
MR. SMITH: Really is.
MRS. COLEMAN: And, he cared so much about the children.

MR. SMITH: He did.
MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah.

MR. SMITH: Yeah, still does. So, you started that program?

MRS. COLEMAN: Janey and I, and Judge Meredith and several others. And there, they, you know, did it all in the hospital. Well, the hospital wouldn't let us do it. (laughs) It wasn't until Methodist Hospital gave us $3,000 -- $30,000, to get started, that we were able to get a, an advise, you know, to ... Someone in charge ...

MR. SMITH: Right, a director.
MRS. COLEMAN: ... and get it really started. 

MR. SMITH: Yeah.
MRS. COLEMAN: Jeanie Bertram was very active in that.

MR. SMITH: She was good for that.
MRS. COLEMAN: And very good. It was, we met ... Jeanie had advertised for someone to be in charge of it. So, there were, I think, about eight or nine of us who were there for this interview. So, we met and talked about what we were going to ask, you know. Well, I wish I could remember her name.

MR. SMITH: The first director?
MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah.

MR. SMITH: I'm sorry, I can't either. (laughter) I know her, I can just see her, but I can't ...

MRS. COLEMAN: But anyway, she walked in, you know, she wasn't very tall.

MR. SMITH: No.
MRS. COLEMAN: She walks in, and she started asking us questions. (laughter)

MR. SMITH: Yeah.
MRS. COLEMAN: So, there were about five people that we interviewed, but she was the one we chose.

MR. SMITH: Yeah, and she did a good job.
MRS. COLEMAN: She was just incredible.

MR. SMITH: I wish I could think of her name, too ...
MRS. COLEMAN: I do, too.

MR. SMITH: ... but I can't. You also got involved with some of the local churches in that same time frame?

MRS. COLEMAN: Yeah.

MR. SMITH: You got, got some support there. Had a grant for a few years. But, the program continued to grow.

MRS. COLEMAN: So, it's, yeah, the state finally started ...

MR. SMITH: Yeah.
MRS. COLEMAN: ... contributing. So, it's doing very well.

MR. SMITH: Well, yes.
MRS. COLEMAN: It's now in, I believe, five counties ...

MR. SMITH: Yes.
MRS. COLEMAN: ... here. 

MR. SMITH: Here in this ...
MRS. COLEMAN: But, throughout the state, there, I don't know how many there are now, but at one time, there were 20-some counties, before we got funded.

MR. SMITH: Right. Well, that's a tremendous accomplishment, too, that you were able to achieve. Is there anything else that you'd like to be sure we get on, on the oral history interview?
MRS. COLEMAN: I don't think of anything.

MR. SMITH: Ok, all right. Well, we really do appreciate you taking the time to do it. You've told us a wonderful story of a great life that you're living here in Oak Ridge. We thank you for that.

MRS. COLEMAN: Well, thank you.
[End of Interview]
24

