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MR. JACKSON: …Kraus, May 22, 1976, [Charles] Jackson, [Charles] Johnson. 
[Break in Audio]

MR. KRAUS: [Inaudible]. [Laughter] [Inaudible] coming out there I thought I should put on some socks.

MR. JACKSON: I suppose as good a place to begin, is if you could tell us when and how you got here. 

MRS. KRAUS: I joined the, started working at the Met [Metallurgical] Lab in October 1942 and along about June we knew that there were these sites being developed, or it must have been earlier than that because June was going to be our first coming down date and they just weren’t ready down here by June. So I came down the end of August, 1943, and lived in a dormitory. This didn’t amount to living actually. It was, we were all extremely young. So it was lots a fun and we were working 48 hours a week. So I have neither anything good, nor bad to say about dormitory life, [Laughter] because it was a matter of sleeping there. What was fun about life itself besides tearing off to Gatlinburg on a Sunday was that the old cafeteria, as I’m sure you’ve heard, serviced as everybody’s joint living room. It was opened 24 hours a day and as everybody you knew was always there when you had nothing else to do, which was rare, but evenings. So it was really fun and a nice joint living room, purplish pink cake frosting and all. 
MR. JACKSON: Now the two of you were not married at the time. 

MR. KRAUS: No. I joined the Met Lab also, but it was later. I joined it in ’43 and then transferred to Oak Ridge in February ’45. 

MRS. KRAUS: That reminds me Jimmy Lane. Jimmy Lane. The Lanes came down on the train with us. 

MR. JACKSON: So, were you in a position when you came here, you knew what was happening?
MRS. KRAUS: Yes.

MR. KRAUS: Oh yes.

MRS. KRAUS: I had been typing the flow sheets for the process for the past year up there.

MR. KRAUS: I think it is one of the common misconceptions that people didn’t know what was going on. This may have been true for some of the crafts or some peripheral people who probably today don’t know what’s going on or not, but the scientific community knew very much what was going on and was quite well informed. I don’t know why this is a standard statement which is still being propagated that there was such a great isolation here.

MRS. KRAUS: Well, they left out the middle group. They say that only a dozen people knew what was going on and presumably meant, only a dozen people knew what everybody was doing and at every site. 

MR. KRAUS: This is true today.

MRS. KRAUS: And they said that there were thousands who didn’t. But there was the middle, several thousand who did.

MR. JOHNSON: Who knew exactly what they were doing?

MRS. KRAUS: And what the end purpose was.

MR. KRAUS: Well, I would say that I knew then much more what was going on throughout the country than I know today what is going on in the same areas, although there were no secrecy restrictions at all, just, A: it was more capable. It wasn’t that big, and B: there was much more internal communication, actually, from people you talked to and reports you read than now. There was more excitement so you were more interested in finding out what everyone else was doing. Now obviously, we didn’t know how a bomb was made. I still don’t and I don’t really care to know either, but neither do I know how an ordinary explosive shell is made either. But we were not married at the time. I came here in June, we got married in July. I mean I came in February and we were married in July. 

MR. JOHNSON: Of ’43.
MR. KRAUS: Of ’45.

MR. JOHNSON: ’45 sorry.
MRS. KRAUS: I was always surprised this wasn’t picked up much earlier because at the same time they were saying only a dozen people knew, they were listing the 20 names present at the West Ends. [Laughter] And others you knew about weren’t even there. 

MR. JACKSON: Huh. What kind of housing were you in when you came? 

MR. KRAUS: Also in a dormitory. I found it terrible. In contrast to you, I thought it was the most horrible way to live. 

MR. JOHNSON: Because it was crowded or noisy or…

MR. KRAUS: Oh, it was just very run down, even then. It was a very small space, no elbow room, and as a matter of fact, many people at the time claimed that people only got married to get out of the dormitory. [Laughter] That wasn’t always true. 

MR. JOHNSON: We just talked with a woman this morning whose first memory of the dormitory was having all her clothes stolen except what she was wearing within the first few days she was there. 

MRS. KRAUS: There were some dormitories I think at the west end of town. We rarely even got out to the west end of town. 
MR. KRAUS: How do you spell Metcalf?

MRS. KRAUS: M-E-T-C-A-L-F.

MR. KRAUS: Ok.

MRS. KRAUS: Because as I say working 48 hours a week and having your own friends at night, we would hear rumors, but apparently the dormitories on the west end of town were somewhat dangerous and somewhat wild. The ones down here at Jackson Square perhaps because they were filled earlier when… and therefore they weren’t just people brought in in a rush when K-25 showed up, when all the construction… Ours were reasonably quiet. Nothing ever happened that was out of the ordinary.
MR. KRAUS: There was a certain amount of social intercourse. People knew each other, at least more or less and chatted with each other, but in general I think everyone that I knew at the time really thought it was lousy.

MRS. KRAUS: Yeah, well your time was later than my time. 

MR. KRAUS: I came a little later and I was also older. 

MRS. KRAUS: Yeah. 

MR. KRAUS: I had lived in a small apartment in Chicago before I came down here. 

MRS. KRAUS: We were pretty much adventuring. We didn’t think of this as a place to [inaudible].

MR. JACKSON: Did you have a single room or was somebody else in the room?

MRS. KRAUS: No, single.

MR. KRAUS: Single. 

MR. JACKSON: Single. 

MR. KRAUS: Most were single. I think there were some double, but you didn’t have that much choice.

MR. JACKSON: Coming down from Chicago, do you recall your first impressions of Oak Ridge?
MRS. KRAUS:  I remember we all got off the train, we took trains in those days and got in this car that was sent for us and I guess we stayed overnight first at the Andrew Johnson. We drove along this dusty road forever out in the country. There was a sense of going off into nowhere, much, much longer than the distance actually was, which is always true when you don’t know where you’re going, but it seemed particularly [inaudible]. Then we got there and I don’t remember being terribly surprised one way or the other. 
MR. JOHNSON: You had been told roughly what kind of accommodations you would have.

MRS. KRAUS:  Right. Yeah. And that was just about what it was. A lot of the wives stayed, as I’m sure you’ve heard, stayed in Gatlinburg for one, two, three, months as the houses got finished. 

MR. KRAUS: In Gatlinburg, rather than Knoxville.

MRS. KRAUS:  Yeah. They were in Gatlinburg. 

MR. JACKSON: I don’t know why that’s true, except maybe it’s a prettier area, but…

MR. JOHNSON: Perhaps slightly less crowded too. Knoxville was getting pretty pushed about ’43.

MRS. KRAUS:  Also less people to talk to and accumulate. Remember we were all “mistering” everybody. Mr. [Enrico] Fermi, Mr. [inaudible], Mr. [Leo] Szilard because well, occasionally I gathered reading about it that they changed last names when they traveled. It seemed to me a little hilarious that the real name was insignificant compared with the title, but they didn’t really want this sense of accumulation of titles around. I would not be surprised and I may have heard it, I don’t want to pin myself down, that one choice of Gatlinburg was to keep people in a place as congested and available as Knoxville. 

MR. KRAUS: Well, this business with mister…

MR. JACKSON: So you didn’t use doctor?

MRS. KRAUS:  No.

MR. KRAUS: Well, this is very interesting because this is, at least at ORNL [Oak Ridge National Laboratory] it was true until quite recently, even there, for example, Mr. [Alvin] Weinburg was the way his phone was answered until he left. He was director of the laboratory and obviously had a Ph.D. and so on, but I think for at least following the traditional lead, and then his lead, everyone at ORNL instructed their secretary and I instructed mine, to answer the phone Mr. Kraus, Dr. Kraus, etc. this general feeling that doctors degrees are really something you keep in the drawer rather than carrying it around as if it meant something. It’s really quite traditional here. 
MRS. KRAUS:  But there was a separate purpose for it then. 

MR. KRAUS: Yeah.

MRS. KRAUS:  One was specifically told not to.

MR. KRAUS: I think it was true at ORNL until very recently. I think it has now changed when [Herman] Postma took over. Somehow this whole attitude changed a little bit.

MR. JACKSON: How about your first reaction?

MR. KRAUS: Well, my first reaction came earlier because I was down here for essentially not quite an interview, but a view and in the previous Fall, it must have been September, October, something like that. So my first impression would be earlier. I knew what it was coming into it and I didn’t really have a great impression mainly because you either already knew some people here, or some people [inaudible] personal interest in. I remember very specifically after I got here, it was rather complicated to get from Knoxville to Oak Ridge, because I was looking for the Clinton Engineer Works, and nobody knew what the Clinton Engineer Works were. Eventually I ended up correctly, but it was complicated. They thought I was trying to go to Clinton. It was a kind of confusion. Then they were constructing the road, which is now the Oak Ridge Highway, at the time which was a terribly dusty and a terrible thing, but it was obvious they were constructing a road. I had seen roads before being built. Oak Ridge itself, I was taken under the wing by a man who is dead now, Charles Corell, who I had known. I had met earlier and he showed me around very proudly all over Oak Ridge. “Here’s a new road going in. Here’s a new house going up.” Maybe the best thing was that he ever so often stopped and picked up a few flowers to bring home to his wife for the evening. It was a very pleasant sort of thing. My own reaction to the certain primitive way of living was trivial. The spirit was wonderful. The people were great and if there was dust on the road, or not dust on the road, really it was trivial. I think the worst thing for a long time was the bus system. There was, everyone was going to work by bus and they were very crowded.

MRS. KRAUS:  I liked the buses. They were big old cattle cars and we knew exactly who woke up cheerful and who to stay away from. [Laughter]

MR. KRAUS: Well, you speak for yourself. I found them rather bad.

MR. JOHNSON: Dusty dragons. 

MR. KRAUS: Also I hated to go to work at a specific hour and I had to go to work at a specific hour. It was kind of a nuisance. 

MR. JACKSON: You said you…

MRS. KRAUS:  That was one thing that was strange. In a sense we were keyed up all the time and in a sense we were tired all the time. I remember once after we moved into an efficiency apartment I got out of the bus and I was just too tired to cook dinner. So I lay down to take a nap. Well, I woke up an hour later and it was the wrong apartment. It was the analogous building. I had stopped for my nap one building too soon. 

MR. JACKSON: The door wasn’t locked.

MRS. KRAUS:  The door wasn’t locked, and…

MR. KRAUS: The doors weren’t locked in most of Oak Ridge houses until very recently.

MRS. KRAUS:  Right. 

MR. KRAUS: Ours only started in the last year or so.

MRS. KRAUS:  It took 15 years to seem like the same length of time as that three years. Actually, it’s odd because I have talked to other people who also view 15 years as about the period because everything was larger than life. Partly every day you went to work wondering what the Germans were doing today because it didn’t cross anybody’s mind that they weren’t really working on it. 

MR. JOHNSON: You did have that sense of urgency though.

MRS. KRAUS:  Yeah.

MR. KRAUS: Oh no doubt.

MRS. KRAUS:  And partly we were working a lot and the whole thing, as I say, was larger than life and it…

MR. JOHNSON: More intense.

MRS. KRAUS:  Yeah. 

MR. JACKSON: I want to go back just a second to the door. In Chicago, did the two of you lock your doors there?
MR. KRAUS: Oh yes, of course.

MRS. KRAUS:  Yeah.

MR. JACKSON: So it really was a change.

MR. KRAUS: Oh completely. 

MRS. KRAUS:  It seemed more like camp. We didn’t even think about it in terms of how we will live in this little town. It was more like going to camp or something. 

MR. JOHNSON: Did you think of it as a town, or as an Army base, or did you think of it in any particular context?
MRS. KRAUS:  Partly, very strange, partly more of a campus sense except aware that as one went west, there were 70,000 people whose paths never crossed because they were involved in all the construction at Y-12 and K-25, but there were those of us who had come down from Chicago. There were very few, relatively few people being picked up who were not coming here from one of the other labs during the actual war years. There was more of a campus sense than anything else. 
MR. KRAUS: Well this is in the scientific community. Surely the construction people and so on they all came from, not all, but the large majority came from the surrounding area.

MRS. KRAUS:  I know. I meant not just the scientific community. 

MR. JACKSON: I’m interested in that. The scientific community pretty well stayed with the scientific community.

MRS. KRAUS:  Yeah, except I was good friends with Dick Gehman who was the head of the paper then and we knew some Army people. 

MR. KRAUS: Oh, our good friends like Murphy. 

MRS. KRAUS:  Yeah.

MR. KRAUS: Your statement I think has to either be answered or corrected depending on how you are thinking of it, mainly did we think of it as an Army base. I can’t think for we. Obviously we had different impressions. We are two different people. I never had the sense that this was an Army reservation in spite the fact that there were gates…

MR. JOHNSON: And guards.

MR. KRAUS: …and guards.  We all, we meaning I always felt that the gates were there not because this was an Army thing, but because there was restricted work going on. I had a feeling that the Army was very much in the background and in no way determined the sense of living here. It was a restricted area, but it was restricted because of what was going on, not because it was an Army base. 

MRS. KRAUS:  I remember having the opposite feeling because I was rather happy for the Army boys of a scientific bend who were stationed here because they were able to come to our area, which had this campus sense, rather than being at a real camp. 

MR. KRAUS: Well, I wouldn’t describe it as a campus in my sense at all. I would say it was a town with an awful lot of construction activity going on and a lot of excitement going in all the areas. I was concerned it was just a town with some peculiar overtones, like gates at the front and gates at the back, but no, I never thought of it as a campus at all. 

MRS. KRAUS:  It had to be because in my mind…

MR. KRAUS: Speak for yourself.

MRS. KRAUS:  There was no town organization even until much later. We were an extension of the University of Chicago in a sense to me. 
MR. KRAUS: Yeah, but that’s only ORNL. 

MRS. KRAUS:  I know, but that’s what I thought. We only saw each other. 

MR. JACKSON: That’s, let me ask you this. I don’t think but two or three people have said this to us, kind of said it, I said, “Well, how about a sense of community? Was there a sense of community across the void?” And people have said, “Yes, there is a sense of unity,” but there wasn’t a sense of community. There were communities. There were groups of people within which there was a strong sense of community, but not really totally. Would you say that’s…?

MR. KRAUS: That’s true wherever you are. 

MRS. KRAUS:  Less so.

MR. KRAUS: Surely the people in Knoxville say who live out on Kingston Pike, they have a sense of those. They don’t have a sense with those on the other end. 

MRS. KRAUS:  Partly though, this had two reasons. Well, at least two. One was that we were working all the time and there wasn’t even time to plan anything. Everything was just extremely spontaneous socially and very open within the particular people. One knew the people at the Lab, but there was no negative plan, anything that was a big deal. The second reason is that everyone you knew tended to know what was going on at ORNL and without my being conscious of it because I wouldn’t have had time to cross paths with the other people anyway, I stopped going home for Christmas because I found it such a pain being aware that I had to be careful all the time. I believe that even more so many of the men, mind you, have felt that they really did not want to get in an area where someone qualified to ask questions because there might be some shared background from one plant to another plant to another plant. This would be a pain that would not be necessary. 
MR. JACKSON: That’s the kind of thing I was wondering about and let me push that just a step further and ask you, I think there may be a difference with something like Oak Ridge and that is did you think of Oak Ridge as home?
MRS. KRAUS:  No.

MR. KRAUS: None of us, I think, assumed, or anticipated we would still be around. it was considered a temporary place. 

MR. JACKSON: See, that’s what I was wondering about. I think one big difference would be that people in Knoxville…

MR. KRAUS: At least in the early years. Now you are going to ’47. I think from ’46 on there was a switch…

MRS. KRAUS:  However… 

MR. KRAUS: …but not a very profound, it was a slow switch. Those who left at the end of the war, indeed did leave. There was a large exodus. Many of them like us did stay and slowly then build up, even in ’47, maybe are going to be here to stay. 

MR. JOHNSON: Some of those who left, of course, decided they didn’t like it out there and decided to come back. 

MR. KRAUS: They had other opportunities. They had gotten offers like Charles [inaudible] I mentioned earlier. He got an offer to go to MIT and went to MIT. 

MR. JACKSON: You started to say…

MRS. KRAUS:  Yeah, one qualification, it may not have been home, but it was family. We were our own extended family in a way which is extremely close and still is. Wherever people have gone even and those who have been here a long, long time, there is just no way anybody could need anything of any of us who knew each other then, that we would not feel called upon to come forth. We were a family.

MR. KRAUS: I think…

MR. JACKSON: There wasn’t any.

MRS. KRAUS:  Right.

MR. KRAUS: I want to amplify on that also a little bit because I think it’s being taken a little bit out of context. Now again, I’m going to have to speak only for myself. I said I obviously didn’t expect to be here as long as now, none of us did, but remember that I had been before that in a whole bunch of places too. I had never been, except really as a youngster in a single place for a long time. I had been going to school in the Boston area and Cambridge. I found a school in the Baltimore area. Then I had a job a little bit in New Orleans. From there I went to Chicago. From there I went down here. So I had never been, except for two or three years, I had never been in a single place. 

MR. JOHNSON: No expectation of real permanence.

MR. KRAUS: That’s right. I had no history of it either and I think most of the people who were here, who were in my more or less age group, maybe a little bit younger, maybe a little bit older. So most of us have had a particular place where we stayed for any length of time anyway. So I think this has to be somewhat tempered by the fact that we were in an age at which moving around was just normal, going from one school to another school, one job to another job and so on, without ever really settling down.

MR. JOHNSON: Do you remember having the feeling that once the war was over that this whole thing was going to be shut down and that it would kind of be mandatory that you leave…?
MR. KRAUS: [inaudible] yes. The houses were advertised on a ten year basis, for example.

MRS. KRAUS:  Right. 

MR. KRAUS: The town was built and advertised for ten years.

MRS. KRAUS:  I suppose we never knew when the war would be over and there was a sense then that people would have things to finish up. I don’t remember that people thought that as of a particular date it would no longer exist.

MR. JOHNSON: No, I wasn’t trying to set an end date on it. Just a sort of general awareness that this whole thing was going to be over. 

MR. KRAUS: It was assumed, I think, that something either has to happen or the town thing would more or less close down. I don’t think any of us really thought it through that you could close down K-25, you know, just turn the key, but at ORNL, something else was originally a pilot plant for…

MRS. KRAUS:  Right, there was a sense that everything was temporary, but it was an amorphous in a rational sense because neither did you expect it to disappear particularly. I don’t quite know what I am talking about when I say it. I think part of it may have been the abruptness of it in which we dropped in, you know, and many of us had never seen or even though much of East Tennessee before and usually if you think of where you’re going to live permanently you do some thinking about it, and the projection was to that there was a thing, a program with a purpose. On the other hand, gradually I’m sure there became an underlying awareness that the purpose was becoming a field, but these two things went on simultaneously without any body I believe, ever sitting down and saying, “I must think this through.” 
MR. JOHNSON: Especially when you’re working 48 hours a week or more.

MRS. KRAUS:  Right. 

MR. JACKSON: When you were with your friends…

MR. KRAUS: Well, actually this 48 hours was the [inaudible] time.

MRS. KRAUS:  That was the minimum. 

MR. KRAUS: There wasn’t anyone who worked as little as 48 hours a week. 

MRS. KRAUS:  Right.

MR. KRAUS: Except maybe the crafts or so. Most people put in more time.

MR. JACKSON: When you were with your friends in the scientific community, did you talk about the nature of the project?

MR. KRAUS: Not usually outside the confines… not in the homes, no.

MR. JACKSON: Not in the homes. 

MR. KRAUS: Because most of the wives, at least this is until ’45. We have to divide now between before the summer of ’45 and… There was very little discussion of scientific matters in the homes. 

MRS. KRAUS:  Right, sometimes off in a bedroom and I would not be surprised if many wives, although they would not say so, knew the end purpose period and therefore asked the questions. Ordinarily, “What did you do, Dear?” wouldn’t be a question and so forth. Without actually being able to know I would assume from the way they acted, but details were sometimes discussed in bedrooms, but [inaudible].

MR. JACKSON: The minimal discussion is that because this was really kind of engrained or was it because you were being watched. You had a sense of being watched. 

MRS. KRAUS:  The Germans were more real than one can imagine. It’s so hard to believe that most of the people working today, it seems, look so young and were only being born then when they [inaudible] the bomb and all. They seem to have no sense that World War II happened in a real way.
MR. JACKSON: They don’t.

MRS. KRAUS:  Everyone was aware that that classification was because the Germans were bright and capable. There was a reason for it. People were reasonably free, but they were with each other. However, the group of each other was large enough that this didn’t feel confining. One didn’t see them often enough many times. 

MR. KRAUS: I find this conversation very interesting because many of the questions you asked, are asking, I’ve never heard the answers to. I am surprised every so often how different actually our impressions were. I think I would never have the feeling that I was being watched by anybody. I think it was something you just didn’t do. 
MRS. KRAUS:  Well, I didn’t say I felt that. 

MR. KRAUS: Well, that was the question that he asked. I had no feeling…

MRS. KRAUS:  I mean I felt that as my own responsibility…

MR. KRAUS: I think I have more of a feeling of being watched today…

MR. JACKSON: You know you’re the second person who has said that.

MR. KRAUS: …than then. Really?

MR. JACKSON: Yes. 
MR. KRAUS: I feel today we are much more watched than we were then. I think it was just assumed that there were certain things that you didn’t take a chance talking about because it might get a little out of hand, but not because somebody was going to listen in on you to track you. Like Mary says, the Germans were very capable people and knew what was going on, or we thought knew. It actually turned out they didn’t know what was going on. 

MR. JACKSON: So you’re not aware…

MR. KRAUS: I have never had a feeling of being specifically watched as an individual by some guys who have an earphone on. But today, I feel…

[Inaudible crosstalk]
MRS. KRAUS:  Well, we knew that they were, but they were very nice about it. In the sense that they would talk to Charles Corell twice a month to please be careful in his long distance telephone calls. Charles was a very high strong, eager, involved person who just didn’t quite worry with details of, he had to find somethings out from someone long distance. So we knew that some people they were watching because as they obviously knew when people were saying things or going places that would bother them. It didn’t occur to us that this would be wrong to do because we ourselves could, well, if we had been in the office thinking, “Charles, you shouldn’t be doing that.” It was an identification with the problem which did not seem personal in particularly.

MR. JACKSON: So, neither of you felt in a restricted kind of situation. You didn’t feel…

MRS. KRAUS: Only away from here where one had to be careful, more careful than usual.
MR. KRAUS: There is a big difference in history between her and me because I grew up in Germany and she didn’t. I knew what surveillance was. 

MR. JACKSON: When did you come here?

MR. KRAUS: In ’35.

MR. JACKSON: In ’35. 

MR. KRAUS: Right. There you knew somebody was listening every time you turned around. 

MR. JOHNSON: The backgrounds…

MR. KRAUS: Enormously different, yes.

MR. JACKSON: That may well be. 

MR. KRAUS: But I also believe even having listened since then, I believe there wasn’t really any. There was an attempt to keep things down, but I don’t think there has ever been in those years, I think there was an actual attempt to entrap people, which came much later. So I don’t think, I think the facts were different to. At least I have never heard of any serious attempts to catch somebody. “Ha! I got you!” But rather, “You shouldn’t talk about that on the phone. You should talk about that in the cafeteria,” or what have you. As a general attitude rather than an individual attack.

MRS. KRAUS: Right, the authority and the people had an identical approach, by and large.

MR. JOHNSON: When you have that community [inaudible].

MRS. KRAUS: Right. 

MR. KRAUS: I think this was true also for the Army, I felt very much so. Surely if Mike Murphy is any indication of it, or any of the other Army people.

MR. JACKSON: What was true in the Army?

MR. KRAUS: That there was no attempt by them either to trap people, or control things. I think, I had the feeling then and I still have it today, although I didn’t really study any history of it, that the Army’s interest at that time was to make it work, rather than to have some kind of vendetta against individuals. 

MR. JACKSON: Oh yeah, I think that’s correct. What did you do for recreation?

MRS. KRAUS: Well, we went over and we talked for hours in the cafeteria, or we would go to married people’s houses or we would drive to Gatlinburg in Louise Logan’s car on Sunday, or…

MR. KRAUS: Or by bus.

MRS. KRAUS: I never went on the bus to Gatlinburg. Once I did. Once I went over there with two boys and by going immediately up Mount LeConte and down we could make the bus back. It was the greatest waste of time in my life. Why go [inaudible], right? There, I think, there was bowling and stuff going on. I don’t know anyone who bowled. We did once all go to the, there were a fair number of dances that the recreation department put on and we would go there sometimes. 

MR. KRAUS: The orchestra was already in existence.

MRS. KRAUS: Walking a fair amount. The scenic route was known to us then and we would go up Delaware and walk back in the woods and some other places around. There was that half day after you woke up Sunday at noon until six which was about it.

MR. JACKSON: For recreation?

MRS. KRAUS: Evenings you could go for a walk, or go to a dance. A fair amount of reading. Everyone was fresh from college and still wanted to read somethings, what was going on in the world. Fair amount of music listening for the lack of, well, Waldo started the orchestra pretty soon, but even so, many people had come from cities and were used to living were there was music. We had records and things. 

MR. KRAUS: The rec halls really fulfilled an enormous function of recreation, these recreations halls which included Central Cafeteria which in a way wasn’t called a recreation hall, but it in a sense was. It had odd hours and you could go there for a cup of coffee and a quick bite to eat and so on. I think it was more the old conventional interplay between people which was the recreation. 

MR. JOHNSON: You said you weren’t a joiner. There were clubs and organizations formed very early, I know, like the little theater and this kind of thing. 

MRS. KRAUS: Yeah, well, we went to the concerts and plays. I did not participate in them, by joiner I would more mean, clubs, doing things.

MR. JACKSON: Cluby clubs.

MRS. KRAUS: Right.

MR. JACKSON: Were you still in the dorms by the Summer of ’44?

MRS. KRAUS: I moved to the efficiency probably in the Fall of ’44. 

MR. JACKSON: Were you in the dorms?

MR. KRAUS: Yes, I was in the dorms until we got married. Which was about half a year. 

MR. JACKSON: Do you have any recollection that the dorms posed serious, any degree of serious emotional difficulties for people? 

MRS. KRAUS: It would never have crossed my mind. We did hear that somebody was murdered in the restroom in a west end dormitory. I don’t know what the west end dormitories were like.

MR. JACKSON: Those were the ones that were different.

MRS. KRAUS: I did hear strange things about them, but I can’t imagine that they would be where we were. 

MR. KRAUS: [Inaudible] what he means with an emotional, you mean as a mental illness. 

MRS. KRAUS: Yeah.

MR. KRAUS: I saw very little of that.  Not anymore than… there is a difference between feeling depressed and…

MR. JOHNSON: Real depression.

MR. KRAUS: Lots of people were depressed, but they just went on and had a cup of coffee and…

MR. JACKSON: Or like excessive use of alcohol.

MR. KRAUS: Well…

MRS. KRAUS: Where would you get it? I had some real corn whiskey in those days…

MR. KRAUS: There was lots of alcohol around.

MRS. KRAUS: …and it tasted like corn. I was shocked.

MR. KRAUS: There was lots of alcohol around. I don’t think…

MRS. KRAUS: Now lab alcohol…

[Inaudible Crosstalk]

MR. KRAUS: …normally under those circumstances. I understand there were continuous card games going on, poker games, which apparently went on 24 hours a day.

MRS. KRAUS: Coveyou.

MR. KRAUS: Bob Coveyou.

MRS. KRAUS: Coveyou would go down into the East Village dorms, he’s one of the best chess players, maybe in the country, but certainly in the state. C-O-V-E-Y-O-U, and they were here then.

MR. KRAUS: Both of them.

MRS. KRAUS: He would go to the East Village dorms and win lots of money, just by staying sober. He was a good card player, but being sober helped too. 

MR. JACKSON: The reason I asked you that is in at least some of the women’s dorms and I’m not sure that we have ever been able to identify them, in ’44, there were problems of depression sufficient to put councilors into what would be a psychiatric social worker, nowadays.
MR. JOHNSON: There were some hired in [inaudible] at least a couple. We’ve run across the records of them.

MRS. KRAUS: I’m really surprised. I don’t know if it’s the difference between the Jackson Square dormitories and the other ends or whether something was going on that I wasn’t aware of just because I wasn’t home enough. 

MR. JACKSON: We just haven’t been able to identify which dorms. 

MR. KRAUS: I’ve never heard of it either. Well, I wasn’t in the women’s dorm. I saw no depression or for that matter…

MRS. KRAUS: [Inaudible]. [Laughter]

MR. KRAUS: … feeling of unrest. I think people argued, you know, “I wish they would clean up the damn place,” or something like that. There was irritation about the restrictions of who could go in and who couldn’t go in. In my experiences, no I haven’t seen any. 

MR. JOHNSON: There were of course a couple of psychiatrists on the hospital staff.

MR. JACKSON: They were brought in in ’44 and…

MR. KRAUS: Are they still around?

MR. JACKSON: Not here.

MR. KRAUS: I mean around, alive. 

MR. JACKSON: Yeah.

MR. KRAUS: You should talk to them because they might be able to tell.

MRS. KRAUS: Whittier, Whitman.

MR. JACKSON: Whittaker.

MRS. KRAUS: Went to Georgia or something.

MR. JACKSON: Yes. 

MR. JOHNSON: Emory, wasn’t it?

MR. JACKSON: Yes, he went to Emory, where I went to graduate school. He went to Emory along with another guy, John Workenton [sp?], and they were both there for a time. Workenton is still in Atlanta. Whittaker I think has…
MR. JOHNSON: He’s gone up to Washington, or something. 

MR. JACKSON: Madison, Wisconsin.

MR. KRAUS: Was [inaudible] here in the early days?
MRS. KRAUS: Not that early. He was pretty early though, not during the war. 

MR. JOHNSON: You didn’t get the sense though that there was kind of excessive psychological stress.

MRS. KRAUS: No, there was excessive psychological interest, a purely intellectual collegiate way after the war, from ’45 to ’48. Partly, a fair number of wives I know were unhappy and couldn’t imagine living here in this way forever. Some of them had normal troubles with their children which they could let down and have now that the war was over. That’s why I’m surprised you bring up ’44 because the period that I remember is about ’45, ’48. Some men wanted to go away and perhaps weren’t welcome at the places they had expected they would go to, or felt this caused a discontinuity in their career or something. And in addition, everybody, well, I think about the time we were in college, was the first time psychology, and Mr. [Sigmund] Freud, and Mr. Young and Mr. [Alfred] Adler were really part of your everyday life, but nobody had actually grown up with such a thing in their childhood. So there was a sense of extraordinary interest. At least I had a sense a lot of people were partly interested in psychiatrists because after all, they exist now. [Laughter]

MR. KRAUS: Well, I think their question was a little bit more restrictive than that. I think their question was if the dormitory life caused particular stresses and depression…

MRS. KRAUS: Right.

MR. KRAUS: …other than the community at large. 

MRS. KRAUS: Right. 

[Inaudible Crosstalk]

MR. JACKSON: …that too. Actually, that strikes me as very interesting and quite logical, your comment about after the job was done that there might be time for certain things. Probably at that time there was a goal and you just didn’t, that was the thing you had to get done.
MRS. KRAUS: Right.

MR. JACKSON: Then you have kind of a post-partum, or whatever you want to call it.
MRS. KRAUS: Right. [Laughter] “What am I doing here?,” suddenly occurs to you. 

MR. JACKSON: That’s really very interesting. 

MR. KRAUS: Again, you know, it’s very funny. I have a feeling that there are many more psychological stresses today than there were then.

MR. JACKSON: That may be. 

MR. KRAUS: And depressions and mal-adjustments to the way things are going now. I think it’s much more severe now than it was then. 

MR. JACKSON: That may be.

MR. KRAUS: From my point of view, but you know, we all only know a limited number of people. 

MR. JACKSON: It may be that one reason for that is the greater number of options today. That is if you had unlimited options you don’t have an identity crisis, or things like that because your identity is pretty well drawn out for you. 

MR. KRAUS: I think it’s backwards actually. I think that because of all the restrictions, there was more freedom and more participation, at least for those who worked here than there is today.

MRS. KRAUS: Yeah, there was no sense of bureaucracy then. General Groves felt very immediate to us, when the [inaudible] breakers in town and at the laboratories had a habit of not working and once we lost the actual cooling fan for the pile and General Groves got us one in five days. We were glad that he was a sort of ruthless guy who could cut through red tape. Bureaucracy sets in year after year in everyplace in the whole country, I think, and Oak Ridge is not included. The complications surround red tape, the number of papers, everybody was sufficient, no more and no less than they needed to be at that point. 

MR. KRAUS: I think there is also a very big difference between the judgment of all the administrative people because in the ‘40’s it was just assumed that everybody knew what they were going to do and went ahead and did it. Now the assumption is that nobody has any integrity and they have to be told or whipped or what have you to do it. I think this makes an enormous difference. I would say actually that the stresses are greater now than then. 
MR. JACKSON: You mentioned…

MR. KRAUS: Of course maybe some attention [inaudible]. You should now talk to the angry guys who were around then.

MR. JACKSON: Let me ask you about that. You know one thing that really made Oak Ridge a peculiar kind of town was that there just weren’t very many people over about 45 in it. Did you have any sense of that at the time?

MR. KRAUS: No. We were told that. I think ORNL had an average age of about 28 or 29 at that time, but somehow the question of age, which has become so prevalent in the last half dozen years, never actually came up. Somebody was always just older, he was older, or if somebody was younger, they were just younger. 

MRS. KRAUS: Obviously in our immediate concerns there were a number of old people who were the very respected great men around and there was this sense that they weren’t that old. They were 45, 50 maybe, but at the time…

MR. JACKSON: It seemed that.

MRS. KRAUS: It seemed so. So in a sense there were these older people who knew exactly what should be done and it was a privilege being around them and there was no sense of what life, you didn’t try to compare with an analogous life in the sense of a community with everyday Joes. 

MR. JACKSON: I just wondered if you noticed the absence of that. I’ve forgotten now, maybe it was Dr. [inaudible]. Somebody talked about, told us about, who didn’t notice it, talked about the mother coming in and how many people just kind of flocked into the house because there was this kind of grandmother-type and they just hadn’t seen a grandmother-type and they really enjoyed her. It just attracted a tremendous amount of attention. Who was it? 

MR. JOHNSON: I think it was one of the Cohns.

MRS. KRAUS: I don’t know I just went through [inaudible] Palo Alto. Our daughter and her friends seem to be lonesome for adults. I haven’t stayed up all night for five nights in years, since they were new babies. 

MR. KRAUS: Well, there is a different feel. I would say in the working area and the conventional sort of area, age was never looked at. Compton’s, yes, or [inaudible] usual things, but not age.

MR. JACKSON: Somebody I was trying to recall also, I’ve heard people use the campus analogy and somebody said that there, in something written, maybe the Oak Ridger talked about it like a campus and this kind of youthful nature of the population. You mentioned bureaucracy, or the lack there of, would you say that Roane Anderson did a pretty good job of running the town? Were you aware of Roane Anderson?

MR. KRAUS: Yes.

MRS. KRAUS: I think they did a very good job. It was a very [inaudible] job at times. There were [inaudible] always getting drunk and occasionally deciding to paint the walls stripes or something. Then people were really puzzled at the fact that they were wasting the tax payer’s money because they would always send three people for every job. Apparently what they did, well, they had hired more than enough people, I’m sure from an administrative point of view, it was the right thing to do because with a different number of houses every day, and the problems were completely unpredictable, they would send a crew and sometimes it would be quite trivial. Sometimes I think people called them for trivial things in those days, too, because, as in Kurt’s statement that we had been living from place to place. Many people, this was their first taste of housekeeping and how to change a fuse if your husband was never home, or how to change a washer became a big deal rather than a little deal. 
MR. KRAUS: Well, there was a great deal of irritation with Roane Anderson, but I think in retrospect, surely, and I think many even felt that at the time, in spite of all the irritation, they did a remarkably good job of keeping the town running. 

MRS. KRAUS: Yeah.

MR. KRAUS: Considering the way it was slapped together from nothing.

MR. JOHNSON: Did you have the feeling that Roane Anderson was in fact running the town, or was it the Army that was running the town?
MRS. KRAUS: [inaudible]. The whole housekeeping was done, every type of housekeeping was done by Roane Anderson. I had a sense the Army had specified what they wanted them to do and they would take care of everything else. I think, I’m not sure of this, the newspaper reported more to the Army…

MR. KRAUS: I think it was known that they were under contract.

MRS. KRAUS: …than to Roane Anderson because they would want to, well, it was Colonel Nichols sister-in-law, or something, sister maybe, who was also with Dick Gehman on the paper. I don’t think this was for a purpose. They really need to see a newspaper before we’re done. 

MR. KRAUS: I think the physical…

MRS. KRAUS: I think the Army…

MR. KRAUS: …well-being of the town, lights, sewers, that was obviously Roane Anderson’s job, but I think it was understood that they did it, whatever irritating rules there were, probably told them by the Army rather than self-imposed…

MR. JOHNSON: The thing I was interested in was the sense that you had of kind of ultimate responsibility since you were dealing mostly with Roane Anderson, you thought, in general terms, of Roane Anderson and the community and the problems they had, rather than this was an Army operation. 

MRS. KRAUS: Well, didn’t think of either one very much. [Laughter] It was more specific. If you needed our big service company, you called our big service company. 

MR. KRAUS: Well, he’s going back to the original question: did we have the feeling that this was an Army camp? The answer is still no, for me. It’s just a rephrase of your earlier question. 

MRS. KRAUS: The Army was an administrative group set up because it was a war, doing quite a good job and not in anybody’s way. 
MR. JOHNSON: Because we’ve had the feeling, we’ve come at it from a number of different directions that the Army really tried hard to recreate here in Oak Ridge small town America. The values that they were pursuing here.

MRS. KRAUS: They did a particularly good job by appearing not to recreate it, but to let people live it in fact. 

MR. KRAUS: That I think is true. I don’t think it was small town America. It was small town Southern America, small town South because this is what caused a great deal of trouble in the beginning.

MRS. KRAUS: Right. This was our…

MR. KRAUS: They had very specific rules about the black population. In those days it was called Colored, or Negro. That I would say was probably the worst thing that the Army did in Oak Ridge.

MRS. KRAUS: That was the only thing.

MR. KRAUS: They had essentially not a ghetto. They had a corral.

MR. JACKSON: It had a fence around it.

MR. KRAUS: Because it was very poorly, very bad housing with literally a fence around it like a corral. 

MRS. KRAUS: This should not be presented without giving the Army’s point of view when it is speaking as  friends however, and this is that they had obtained all these Colored in those days, Black today, I don’t know what to say, those people in a great hurry from who knows where. They just had taken buses down through the south right off the bat and the women were terribly, terribly frightened and they did not want to be left at the mercy of the many, many Black men around who had also come from who knows where. These were not people who had known each other or lived in East Tennessee all their lives. They were people brought from all kinds of different kinds of Black cultures and cities and countries from everywhere in the South. Mysterious as it seemed to us, the Black women had requested that, what the name of the people across the street from us on [inaudible] Road? Because the Army itself went over all times of day and night. 
MR. KRAUS: Randolph?
MRS. KRAUS: That sounds right.

MR. KRAUS: Randolph.

MRS. KRAUS: Yes. All hours of the day and night to so many problems over there because there were men climbing the fences and getting in there, or there were occasionally there was a lady who would climb out and they were judging from him, as genial as possible about all this, but this is where I heard the original rational. 

MR. KRAUS: I would, your defense may be kind, but I don’t…

MRS. KRAUS: Some things may have to go in terms of war, like I don’t know how they got as much built as they did in any case, but how to solve the whole problem of the South simultaneously with running the city. People would have liked them to be a good example. I’m not sure it would have really been possible in the context.

MR. KRAUS: Well, I feel…

MRS. KRAUS: Oh, I would like it if you could like anything you would like.

MR. KRAUS: They went over backwards. They leaned over backwards and I think it was almost inexcusable, and that’s not my attitude today, but my attitude then.

MR. JACKSON: That’s what I was going to ask you. So it bothered you?

MR. KRAUS: Oh very much so. In spite of the fact that I lived in New Orleans, which is much more South than that.

MRS. KRAUS: I think what bothered me more than the fence, because I believe Major Randolph, was that, said I didn’t see why the Black housing that they had had to be so abominably poor compared to the white housing. If they wanted the fence, and this all sounds very reasonable, I’ll buy it, but why did there have to be six or eight in a 12 by 12 room. That’s a different question. If they were able to throw up the prefabs which were extremely comfortable small houses, why couldn’t they have thrown up a prefab, or descent dormitories for the women or something of this sort. That I think, well I would call a truly racist approach. The fact that they were within the fence to me was a pragmatic thing and I take Major Randolph’s word for it because it sounds right with respect to everything else that happened and where the people came from.
MR. JACKSON: Was this a concern, this was something that was talked about within your group of friends?

MRS. KRAUS: This wasn’t talked about much. 

MR. KRAUS: And objected to by most of the people who I worked with at the time.

MRS. KRAUS: Actually, Bob Coveyou before the war was over even or possibly immediately afterward, I don’t remember the date, but it was very shortly afterward or so, went out to Gamble Valley and started an accredited high school, pulling together people to teach them so that…

MR. JOHNSON: Right after the war? 

MRS. KRAUS: Yeah. So children wouldn’t have to go to school in Knoxville. 

MR. KRAUS: Yeah, but Gamble Valley didn’t exist then. 

MRS. KRAUS: Well, the area was the same area.

MR. KRAUS: This was more or less where Woodland is now. Only a small fraction of where Woodland is now. 

MRS. KRAUS: And where Scarboro is now.

MR. KRAUS: And Scarboro, right.

MR. JACKSON: Did you know there were white males in hutments?

MR. JOHNSON: The same kind of hutments. 

MR. JACKSON: Buildings…
MR. KRAUS: Yes, but not there.

MR. JOHNSON: No, not right there.

MR. KRAUS: They were not as crowded. There were very few, comparatively. 

MRS. KRAUS: I’m pretty sure I don’t know of any.

MR. KRAUS: And there weren’t any Coloreds at all who were outside of them.

MR. JACKSON: There weren’t.

MRS. KRAUS: Actually, one sad thing too is that part of this, well, it was a sad thing because I just remembered they started out to be a good example. In the very, very early days it was thought that only X-10 would be here. By this I meant up until December ’42. [Laughter] Back in Chicago and places and their picture was that the center of town would be for the scientists and the East Village would be for the Black people. They had set up this beautiful example and then they couldn’t bring it off. No, I didn’t know there were white men in the hutments.
MR. KRAUS: Particularly toward K-25, there were a lot of hutments out toward K-25.

MR. JACKSON: Construction people.

MRS. KRAUS: I must have had zero social contact, probably because of my age, and partly from working all the time, I guess. I knew there was this big batch of stuff out there. [Laughter]

MR. JACKSON: So the bomb went off, did your life materially change, say, after ’45 on through ’46 from what it had been. Was life here any different after the end of the war?

MRS. KRAUS: The main thing I remember from that period was that everybody was writing the PPR, and that’s the Plutonium Project Record. Everything’s got to get on paper now, and so we were married by then, I wasn’t working, but I went back to work for Melton Burton who’s been at Norte Dame since then because he wanted me to help him with his PPR, didn’t get much done. We talked for three solid months, wasted tax payers’ money. 

MR. KRAUS: It’s called now NNES, National Nuclear Energy Series. 

MRS. KRAUS: But people were coming down. There was a general sense of unwinding, and introspections are looking, well, we’ve got to decide something about our lives now. Sure there was a change.

MR. KRAUS: I don’t understand the question. There were lots of…

[End of Interview]
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