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MR. HUNNICUTT: This interview is for the Center for Oak Ridge Oral History. The date is June 10, 2016. I am Don Hunnicutt, in the studio of BBB Communications, LLC, 170 Randolph Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take Blake Chambliss' oral history about living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Blake, please state your full name, place of birth, and date.

MR. CHAMBLISS: My name is Dean Blake Chambliss. I was born in Jefferson City, Missouri, on November 11, 1934.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And what was your father's name, and place of birth, and date.

MR. CHAMBLISS: My father was Hiram Darden Chambliss. He was born in Dodge City, Kansas, in 1900, 1901.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, how about your mother's?
MR. CHAMBLISS: Mother was Florence Blakemore, and she was born in Harrisburg, Missouri, in 1899.

MR. HUNNICUTT: On your father's side, your grandfather's name, and place of birth, and date, if you recall.

MR. CHAMBLISS: My, my grandfather's, I don't know. I'm not sure where he, where he was born. I think he was born in Louisiana, at about the end of the Civil War. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, your grandmother on that, what do you know about her?
MR. CHAMBLISS: I don't know very much about her. She died when my father was, when my father was about eight, or nine-years-old, and so, I never met her, didn't know anything about her.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you know what your grandfather's work history might've been?
MR. CHAMBLISS: My grandfather was a, had been a businessman, rancher, gambler, in Dodge City. As a, as a banker, when my grandmother died, he moved back to Missouri, and started a bank in Harrisburg, which is where Dad met Mother. So, he ran the bank in, in Harrisburg, until he died in, probably, 1926, '25, or '26.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What, what was your father's, type of work that he did?
MR. CHAMBLISS: My father was, went to the University of Missouri, studied engineering, and became a school teacher. He and Mother left Missouri to go to Colorado and taught school, he taught high school. He taught mathematics, and physics, in high school. When my grandfather died, they moved back to, to Missouri, and, during the, during the Depression. He taught school. He did a lot, lot of things. He ended up teaching at Ft. Leonard Wood. He taught at, in, at the University of Missouri. He was teaching at the University of Missouri, when he was recruited to come to Oak Ridge. So, that's, that's how we got here, was, he'd been recruited while he was teaching math and physics, at the University of Missouri.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What year would that've been?
MR. CHAMBLISS: 1944. Late 1943, 1944.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you have brothers and sisters?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I have two brothers that're alive, and one sister. And so, the four of us moved to Oak Ridge in 1944. My, my sister died about 10 years ago, and was living in, in Washington, D.C. area. My brother still lives in the Washington, D.C. area. And ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: What, what're their names? What is your sister's name.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Ok, let me see. My sister was June, Ruth June Chambliss. My brother is Hiram Darden, Jr., and my younger brother is Don Thomas Chambliss.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Your mother, what about her school history?
MR. CHAMBLISS: She grew up on a, on a farm in Missouri, in Harrisburg. She went off to school. She was one of seven kids. She was the second oldest. She went off to school to get off the farm, went to college in, teachers college, left teachers college, and taught on the ... in Pablo, Montana, on the Kootenai reservation. Then, came back to Missouri, and, after that, was principal of the high school in Harrisburg. And, met, that's where she met my father. That's where they, then, went and left, left Missouri to go to Colorado, to find a brighter future.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, do you recall anything your mother said about when she was teaching the Indians? How, how that was, whether it's difficult, hard or anything about that?

MR. CHAMBLISS: It was, it was, I have not asked her as much as I should have, before she died. She enjoyed it. It was, it was a great experience for her. She was only there for a year, but it was, the kids, she talked about the kids there as not having a very good sense of who they were, or what, what the country was like. So, it was impoverished, and she was not very happy there, I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall what year that might have been?
MR. CHAMBLISS: 1920, 1921.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did she live on the reservation?
MR. CHAMBLISS: She lived on the reservation. She lived on a, in a, in a boarding house with, with other teachers. So, she, she just ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, what age children would you think she would be teaching?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I think she was teaching grade school kids. So, she was teaching kids that were, oh, eight to 10-years-old.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you suspect that they knew the English language, or did they have to learn that?

MR. CHAMBLISS: No, she, they, they knew the English language. Since then, I've learned something about the fact they were taught not to, to use their native language. So, they were taught, most places, to focus on their, on English, and to learn that, and were ... So, I don't know anything about the school there, how they, how they were treated. But, this is before they were sent off to, to separate schools, to desensitize them to their own, to their own culture. A lot of the work that I've done, since, in working with them has, sort of, enlightened me to… I know now questions that I would've asked her (laughs) if I knew, if I had the chance.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Let's talk about your schooling. Where did you first go to the, the first school that you attended?
MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, I started school in Jefferson City, Missouri, and started there at ... And then, about the second grade, we moved to Columbia, where I went, went to Robert E. Lee Elementary School. And then, we left the next year to come to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, how old were you when you came to Oak Ridge?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I have to calculate that, so ... Probably about 10-years-old, about 10-years-old.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How did the family get to Oak Ridge?
MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, my father was recruited, and didn't tell us anything about what he was doing, except that he disappeared for about three months. He said that he was going some, some place in, in Tennessee, as I recall, at that point, without any description about what he was doing, or why he was there. When he came back to move us to, to Tennessee, this is a big mystery for us. What is this? Where are we going? My sister, who was in her junior year in high school, was really upset with this. She was very resistant to the idea of leaving a school where she was just about to enter her, her senior year at high school, with friends that she'd made in Columbia. So, it was, for my younger brother and I -- he's a year younger than I -- this was just a great new experience to go someplace different, and be someplace different. My older brother, I think, was interested in being here. He was studying at the, at University High School, in Columbia. So, I think he was disappointed at leaving his friends. But, I think, he was more open to it than my sister was. So, when we had the word that we had to move, this was during the Second World War, it was a time when, I remember the discussions of my father getting enough stamps for gas, to be able to make this long trip. We had a '39 DeSoto, gray, car, which was comfortable for us, but to make the move, one of the challenges was to get some new tires for the car, because we weren't sure that the tires that were on the car were going to last. So, as I remember, my father found two used tires that were better than the ones that were on the car. We loaded up to, to come to, come to Oak Ridge. I remember, spending the night with my grandparents in Columbia the night before we left, and everybody, sort of, saying, "Where you going?" "What is this about?" My father couldn't tell us what it was all about, except that we're going to a new place. The people, the movers had come, had taken the things, and my father, who has always been a tinkerer, had shipped off a lathe, in the shipping, but had left behind one of the motors for the, electric motors for the lathe. He decided that he had to take it. So, there was no place in the car, with the six of us. My parents, my three siblings, my sister, and two brothers, and me. Because my sister was having such difficulty with the trip, we took an aunt that was, sort of, there to help make it easier for her. So, we had this car that was packed with seven people in it. Dad wanted, we had all the luggage packed into, into the trunk, and, and between our legs, and so forth, in the car as we started off this trip. Dad wanted to bring his, his motor, and so, he set it beside the, the battery under the hood. My sister, who was already pissed that, that she was being taken away, just couldn't get over the fact that we could, she had to leave other things behind, that she wanted, and here he was taking this. So, the car was loaded down, and I remember driving out of the driveway, from my aunt's, or from my grandmother's house, and the car bumper bumping off of the, off of the curb. This, as we started out this, this long trip.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about what you remember about your mother's feelings about this transition.

MR. CHAMBLISS: You know, my mother's been, sort of, fascinating. She grew up in the, on the farm with six, five siblings, and she was anxious to get away from there. She'd always been adventurous about doing things. They ran away to, to Colorado. They got married on the way to their first job, in Cedar Ridge, which is on the western side, and gotten married in Boulder, in 1924. She, I mean, she'd gone to Pablo, she'd gone to these places. She always, new places was exciting for her. So, I think she was, the fact that she was leaving her parents, and all of her brothers and sisters behind, was not a big deal for her. I think she saw it as, as this great, great adventure. And so, she, she was looking forward to it.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, when the family arrived in Oak Ridge, where, where do you remember that you came first to?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, I remember the trip, which was packed into the, into this car. I just think about the car, the seats were full. The ledge behind the, the back seat is where my little brother and I, sort of, curled up, and took most of the trip in this, this place where, today, today's concern about safety, and so forth, is the, probably, the least safe place to be. But, it was where we were. I remember driving. We spent the night at a -- because it was a two-day drive at that point -- we, we ended up in a motel, or hotel, cabins, beside the road, on the way, near Nashville. At any rate, I remember that that experience as all, we're seeing all new kinds of country, all along the way. As we drove in through Oliver Springs, and then, we arrived at the gate, and here were people in uniforms, and, and soldiers, all there, that we had to stop, and they explained to us, we had to wait until we got clearance. We got clearance, and they had, I remember, a guy with a, helmeted guy on a Jeep who drove us to our first house, which was on East Drive.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Remember the house number?
MR. CHAMBLISS: No, I don't remember the number, but, but, it may have been 101, Eaton Drive. It was right on the corner. I remember, my sister, I remember, my sister's reaction to this little flattop house, this little cardboard thing, up on stilts. She was just appalled at the idea of people having to live in this kind of a place with the long outside stairway going up to the front door, the doghouse out in front, which is where the, the coal was delivered every week, and, pretty scroungy-looking ground around it. So she was very upset with, and continued to be upset up about this not-very-civilized place that we're going to, with dirt roads. It had not rained, until we got there, and then, it started raining. I remember the rains for the next, for the next month, churning that, that yellow clay into, into some kind of deep, ankle-grasping mud.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I can imagine how your sister felt after that first experience.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah, she, it took her a long time before she was willing to accept this. But for my brother, younger brother and I, we were going to, to school. I remember, the excitement of finding a, the ... the boardwalk through the woods, and just what a wonderful experience that was, on finding the boardwalk, and finding the places, the way to school, and to Glenwood Elementary School. It was a, it was a grand experience for my brother, and I, who, who really enjoyed this, this outdoor experience, and such a, such a different place.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You could walk through nature on the boardwalks, and ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: Under the pine trees, and ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and it was all, like you were away from the whole world, wasn't it?

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right. That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was this a, a two- or three-bedroom flattop, or do you recall?

MR. CHAMBLISS: It was three bedrooms. My two brothers and I had, my parents gave us the biggest bedroom, and so, we had a bunk bed in it, and my younger brother and I slept on the, together on the, on the top of the bunk bed, and my older brother on the bottom. Then, my parents had the middle bedroom, and my sister had a, had a tiny room, that she always felt like was no more than a closet, so ... Then, heated with the potbellied stove, in the middle of the house. We arrived there in, in July, and didn't pay much attention to, to the fact that there was a potbellied stove, until winter, and we really understood this is how we, how we lived through this.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Describe what the inside of the, when you first came in the front door, that you can remember, how the house looked.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, there was a long outside stair, that came up to a little landing, at the, at the front door. Inside the front door, you opened up, and when you opened up the door, there was the potbellied stove, and a little space to the left where the three bedrooms were, were to the left, and in the bathroom at the, at the back side. Then, on the right, was the living room, and the kitchen space there. So, it was a well-designed, compact space.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Plywood box, basically, wasn't it?

MR. CHAMBLISS: A plywood box with a flat top. I remember the, with the, with the bunk beds, in the big, one room that we were in, the, the top, top bunk was level with the strip window across the side. So, at night, sometimes, we would open the window, and slip out and go out to the woods, or ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do what boys do.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Do what boys do. That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall whether the windows slid sideways, or did they swing outward?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I think they swung out, as I remember, but ... yeah,

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, I have been told, in some of the flattops, there was an escape hatch, in the floor. Did this one happen to have one?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Not that I know of.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.

MR. CHAMBLISS: I would, we would've found it, I'm sure.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I'm sure. (laughter) Behind the stove, that you referred to, there was a panel that went up, from the stove, or the floor to the top of the wall. Do you remember that panel? It was a insulation shield ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: It was just a, just a ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... from the kitchen.
MR. CHAMBLISS: ... sheet of, of asbestos ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right.
MR. CHAMBLISS: ... sheet of asbestos, as I remember. Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, your first school in Oak Ridge was Glenwood.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, what grade would that've been?
MR. CHAMBLISS: I think, I was in the fourth grade, went there for the fourth grade. And so ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: What did you determine different between where you had been going to school, and Glenwood School? Was there more kids in the classroom than when, where you came from?

MR. CHAMBLISS: No. The classes were, pretty much, the same, in terms of size of classes, as I remember. We'd been in a, the school in, in Columbia, Missouri, that was, they were pretty comparable in, in size, though the building, at Columbia, the buildings had all been brick, and had been there for a long time. Of course, this, this had not been there for very long, and the, the temporary nature of, of all the, the buildings we were in was, was pretty different. You felt like the walls would fall apart if, if a big wind came through.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember your teacher's name?
MR. CHAMBLISS: I don't remember my first teacher's name. I remember my teacher at, when we got to Jefferson Junior High. Mrs. Walsh. And, I remember her very well. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where was Jefferson Junior High located when you attended?
MR. CHAMBLISS: It was on the west side of town, we took the, took the, we took the bus there. And, there was the old, two-story ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Robertsville School.
MR. CHAMBLISS: ... Robertsville School, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was some of your classes in the old building? The two-story building?

MR. CHAMBLISS: No, we were in the, the first year we were there, we were in the temporary building, the new temporary buildings. As I remember, in junior or senior -- there junior, the last year of junior high, we were in the, on the second floor, and I remember the big escape ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Chutes?
MR. CHAMBLISS: ... chutes. It was always great fun, if we had to do a, a ... do the ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Fire drill?
MR. CHAMBLISS: ... fire drills, yeah, right. Thank you. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, I've heard different stories about those fire drill chutes. (laughs) And then, after you, you went from Jefferson, down where Robertsville is today.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You went to the high school. Is it located up on top of the hill ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: It was up on the ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... on Kentucky?
MR. CHAMBLISS: ... on the hill, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, would've that been the ninth grade, or was that the tenth grade, in those days?

MR. CHAMBLISS: It was ninth grade.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, between the two schools, could, do you recall the difference of the atmosphere, or what you felt like when you went from junior high, to high school?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, you're in a much bigger school when we went to the high school, as I remember. Much more, a lot more classes were there. But, the -- I love the views from there, from the high school. I love the being, sense of being on top of the hill. So, yeah, and, and I could also walk home. I could, we'd take a bunch of different boardwalks to get back, back home. We moved, that second year from, to Clarion Road. We moved from the flattop, to one of the cemestos, up on top, on Clarion Road. So, made that move when I was in, while I was still going to Glenwood. So, when, then, when I went to junior high school, we took the bus all the way. But, when I got to the high school, then, I could walk home. So, that was, that was always fun. I loved living in the woods. Both, when we were on Eaton, and when we were up on Clarion Road, it was just, the woods were all around us.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type of cemesto was that?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I think it was a D. It was, so we had, I think, we had four bedrooms. A D cemesto, any rate.

MR. HUNNICUTT: More room than you had in the flattop, obviously.
MR. CHAMBLISS: A lot more room.

MR. HUNNICUTT: The whole living room was bigger, in a D, than a flattop.
MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right. And, sitting up on Clarion Road, I remember the window, that, that the views we had across the valley, and you could see, see the Clinch River beyond. It was just, I guess, I've always been interested in views, and the outdoors, and so forth. But, it was just, that made it very special, special place to be.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall the, the foliage, and the trees? Were they large? You know, this is pretty rural country, and when they came in here, had they cut down a lot of trees to build the city?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Now, the, now, the thing that was really interesting about it: I'm an architect, and, I think, the Oak Ridge layout, in the sense of, of an organized community, which I had, which we had in Oak Ridge, was different than anything I'd had before. So, my experience here, sort of, taught me something about city planning, and about how to organize people, and, and organize neighborhoods, and communities. The original design of Oak Ridge was, was around -- it was seven communities, organized around a school, and a, and a, and a store, and a, and a commercial center. So, we were in one of those, and life around those seemed to work well. So, I got a sense that, maybe it's crazy, but, the sense of how you can organize people, and neighborhoods, and so forth. It was something I absorbed from that experience.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You know, if you look at the layout of Oak Ridge, and the hills, and the rolling terrain, what an effort they put into trying to construct all of that, with some of the, what we would say today, primitive-type tools, compared to some of the graders, and diggers we have today, but ...
MR. CHAMBLISS: Sure.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's very interesting to travel up and down the roads, and just visualize, how'd they do that? 

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How'd they get up here to start with?

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Because California, the road you lived on, is off of California, it's very curvy and steep, coming from the bottom up.

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right. It was great sledding in the wintertime, as I remember. Those, those times that we had snow. But, the sense of organizing the city on, around the hills, and respecting the hills, was an important part of our inner, our enjoying the community we're in. The, and the boardwalks that would take us through the, through the woods, as well, so that we were, we had pedestrian paths, separate from traffic paths. And, ways to get, get places that didn't compete with, with streets. I also remember, it was a long time before we had paved streets. So, that was, that was a great contribution from… Though I remember the first summer that we were there, when it started to rain, my brother and I used to use the swales beside the road to build dams, and, and play in the water that was… It was great fun, as a kids. We just, it was fun for, place for kids.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall what year, maybe, the street where you lived was, was paved?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I don't, I don't remember the year, but I know it was, I don't remember the years, but I know that was not paved the first couple of years.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was the main street, California, paved, and the side streets not, or was all that done at one time? Can you remember that?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I think they were all paved, pretty much, at the same time. As I remember, East Drive, they did the other streets that came into it, as I remember, at the same time they did it. I'd have to, I don't remember exactly, but ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Let's talk a little bit about the D house, and let's talk about your mother's attitude when she got here. This was, probably, an adventure like it was for you and your brother. And, coming to a little, small cracker box, plywood house.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall any comments that she made about that?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, I ... Mother was pretty accommodating about, about that. I think that she found it comfortable. We had, you know, she'd grown up living with, with outhouses in Missouri, on the farm. So, that was not that different from her, but ... I remember the dust. We always had lots of dust in the house, and the lino, linoleum floors were always a problem keeping, keeping them clean, until they started getting lawns, and other things, around the houses. Because, they cleared all that off, so we were, the house is also in the middle of, of a patch of dirt.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Any time you deal with coal-fired furnaces, you got a problem there, as well, don't you?

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right, that's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, when she moved to the D house, do you recall any comment from her on that? I mean, this is about a two or three times bigger house than what she came out of.

MR. CHAMBLISS: She was very pleased. She was very pleased. I remember the, yeah, it was just nice to have our own space, and enough space to ... My father's tinkering, when we got to the D house, the fourth bedroom was not used for, to separate the, the three boys. It was used to, to make a workroom for my father, with his lathe, and all of his other equipment in there. So, I think she, Mother, was glad to have space that he was, he had his own space, and was not encroaching on hers. But, just having space for her to move around. Mother was a great cook, and one of the things we had, of course, in the D house, was a kitchen that was big enough to do the kind of, of, of cooking, and living around that, that worked for her. And, a dining room, and places to set some of the family furniture, and a place that was big enough to accommodate it without everybody on top of each other all the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember, when you moved from the flattop to the D house, did a moving company move the furniture, or were you responsible, your family's responsibility for that?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I'm sure a moving company did it. I don't remember, I would've been deeply involved if we'd of been doing it ourselves, but, so I, the moving company, I'm sure, did it.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you and your brothers still have bunk beds when you moved to the D house?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Oh, yeah. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: But you could, but it was such that you didn't have to sleep together in the same bed?

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right. So, we, we each got our own bunk and my brother, my older brother got his own bed, so. But, but it was, there was room for both in that, in that bedroom.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was there a lot of kids in the neighborhood?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah, yeah, there were. I remember, Mother cooked a lot. I remember one of the, the worst days of my life, when I was here, was the Fourth of July, when Mother would send us out to, we would take us out, and we'd go blackberry picking. The hottest day of the year, the, the chiggers, the ticks, and, and the sun out, going after ... We would come home with a tick check over our bodies, and then, we would go out and play under the street light. We had a street light close by. I remember Mother working 'til midnight, two o'clock in the morning, canning the blackberries, making jams, and so forth. She loved that. And, she had space there that she could do flowers. We had a nice lawn, a nice flat lawn there. So, she, she raised roses, and it gave her the space that she wanted, both to do the cooking, but, but the other things, as well.

MR. HUNNICUTT: The area here was so, I use the word, "wild." And, it wasn't wild from wild animals, it was so untamed that you had all of these blackberry patches, and various apple orchards ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and everything, right out in the middle of the community.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, very easy access to, to all of that.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, I remember our, that the teachers, and, Mrs. Walsh, I remember particularly, but, talking about, she taught us about the birds; she taught us about all the plants that were there. Then, we, seemed we could go out all day, every day, and enjoy them. So, it, it just integrated the sense of learning with, with the, the environment that were in.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You had an experience not only out of the textbook, but you could go outside, and experience what was in the books.

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right, that's right. I remember, that Mrs. Walsh would take us out on weekends for class outings, to do ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall where some of those trips might've been?
MR. CHAMBLISS: We would just go down to creeks, or we'd go out into the woods various places, and ponds, and look at the kinds of, of materials that were there. I also remember that ... White Lily flour was, had produced bird cards, during that time, and we had little cards that, that we got, that were a part of their advertising program, but they had all the birds of Tennessee. So, we would collect those, and she would use those as, as a teaching experience. I tried to find those, and find examples of those, even… But I just remember that, she was just bringing all this into, into what we were doing.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you get those cards when you bought White Lily, Lily flour?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I think so. We did, and I, and the, I don't remember. She got copies of them, and distributed them to, to the class. I wish, I wish they still had those, but ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you have any experience the first time you ever saw an acorn.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Now, we'd, we'd grown up with acorns in, in Missouri.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I remember, as a kid, the first experience I had, that somebody told me if you eat that, you'll die. They were poison. 

MR. CHAMBLISS: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Just wondered if somebody'd told you that. (laughs)

MR. CHAMBLISS: No. I don't think so.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When your mother washed clothes, do you recall how she did it? Something unique in that D house about washing clothes you might recall.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Did it, did ... It had a big laundry sink, as I remember, in a laundry room.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Two big tubs. Right.
MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right, two big tubs. That's right. I'd forgotten about that. They were right next to where the, where the furnace was. It was a coal furnace, and we, remember having to take out the, the "clinkers," and get rid of those.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, you remember the coal bin, inside the house, where you ... 

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... had to put the coal in through the door, from the outside?

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right. Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Then, you'd shovel it from the inside ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... into the furnace.
MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right. When they finally closed that off, and, and gave us oil, or gas, I don't remember what it was, but it was such a big improvement to (phone rings) the cleanliness of the house (phone rings) as, as well as not having that chore to do. (phone rings)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember your mother washing the walls down with Spic and Span to get the coal dust off of the walls?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah, and what was the, what was the pink something that, that, sort of, did that? It was, it was, like, eraser stuff, that ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: I don't, don't recall that, but ...
MR. CHAMBLISS: But, I remember they had some something that you would wipe the walls down with that, as well.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about after she washed her clothes, what'd she do with them?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Oh, we hung them out to dry in, in the yard. So, we always had ... I remember taking them down in the wintertime, when they were frozen solid, and were put up, left until they, they finally, finally dried. We had, we had ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Clothesline in the, in the yard?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Clothesline, clothesline in the yard. Right?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did your father have to put that up?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was there a lot of neighbor people gathering at the clothesline doing, talking, or things of that nature, do you recall?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Probably more on Eaton, because the houses were closer together. When we were up on Clarion Drive, the, because the houses were, sort of, bent out, the back yards were, I remember, on Clarion Road, the, the land dropped off very quickly to, to the, on the, opposite side from the road side. So, it was down, and so, it, it dropped off. There, the clotheslines, then, were down much below, and so, they were away from each other. We didn't have -- the clotheslines were behind the houses, and there was no ... There was nothing behind the house except the woods. So ... But, I remember we also had, Dad had a big garden, and so, we, we raised a lot of vegetables, and so forth. So, we had a big garden, out behind the house, which we didn't have room for on, on the Eaton property.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you were in high school, what type of classes did you take?
MR. CHAMBLISS: One of the, let's see, we had the best teachers that I can imagine. I remember, they were just, I remember math class, Miss Mars. I remember the classes we had were ... I was excited about school. I remember, that, let's see, I had art class, and math, and we had a core curriculum class, that took a lot of the day. Mr. Hartley was, was our professor for that. And ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about during the summer? What did you do for fun during the summertime?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, we just got out and ... there were ball fields, they had organized play, play places. We did, our church had summer camps. We would go to summer camps. But, mostly, it was just playing in the woods, and going to, doing pick up baseball, at a ball field, gravely fields. We didn't have very good equipment. But, it was just, my brother and I just, sort of, ran wild. When we were on Eaton, we were right next to the, the perimeter, and the railroad was just a little ways away, and we used to go down in the woods, and look for salamanders in the creeks. We also found a lot of, of caves, and we would explore caves, and find caves. I remember, that's where we would go, and sneak a cigarette, a bunch of cigarettes, with a bunch of guys.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where'd you get the cigarettes?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I don't remember where we got them. I think we had a bunch of guys that would get them from their parents, or ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did your parents smoke?

MR. CHAMBLISS: My parents did, some. My father, mostly, just smoked a pipe. Mother didn't smoke. So, yeah. We would just ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember the perimeter fencing that went around the ...
MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... (phone rings) reservation?
MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: (phone rings) Did you guys ever go outside that, and then, sneak back through it where you went out? (phone rings)

MR. CHAMBLISS: We always, yeah. When we were on, on Eaton Place, we were just 50 yards (phone rings) from, from that, from that, so we would always go through that. If we just (phone rings) finally, we just pulled the, the wires far enough apart that we didn't have to, have to worry about that. But (phone rings) the cave that we went to was just about 20 yards past, past that. And then, we would walk over to, to the, to the railroad, and watch the trains go by.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever notice any patrols that went by the fence?

MR. CHAMBLISS: There were patrols for a very short time, and, pretty soon they, apparently, they stopped the patrols. But, after it'd been there, but they didn't come by very often. I'm not sure I ever remember seeing somebody on the patrol going by on horseback, or however they did that. Once we moved to Clarion Road, we would go up, out, and we'd go down to the, there was a spring that we used to go to, and ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Bacon Springs?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah. Then, and then, across the fields, and go hike along the, the railroad, and across the bridge, and across the creek, and swim and ... (cough) It was just, it was such a wonderful place for kids our age, who were always exploring, to go.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever go through the tunnel, down on the railroad?

MR. CHAMBLISS: No. We'd go to it, we never went through it. I think we were afraid to go in, into it very far. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, also, in the summertime, did you ever visit the swimming pool?
MR. CHAMBLISS: Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What do you remember about the swimming pool?
MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, I remember about it being big. Then, I remember the summer we couldn't go to it, because of the polio scare. I remember, I remember one of our, one of our summer camps at church, church camp, we went up into Kentucky. There, they had a, a pool in the camp, and when we got there, the pool had not been opened yet. So, when they opened the pool, they filled it with fresh, spring water, and so, we had very cold water. We got used to swimming in that, and I remember, the first time I came back to the big pool in Oak Ridge, I felt like I was in a bathtub. It was just, felt so warm. But, I just remembered it was, it was a great place for ... I remember, it was such a big pool. That was the other thing that seemed to me, like, but ... I also remember, in the summers, we'd go up to Norris Dam, and we went camping on Norris Lake, on, on some islands there. So (phone rings) there were just so many different places to go and be, and, that, that was great fun.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever collect Coke bottles, or sell lightning bugs when you were growing up?

MR. CHAMBLISS: No. No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That was a way of making extra money for kids. Do you, do you recall any kind of milk delivery to the house? Some of these things a young boy as adventurous as you may not ever have ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... thought about, you know.
MR. CHAMBLISS: No, I ... I don't. I do know that (clears throat) one of the things Mother did was she, she made friends with some of the farmers in the area. So, we got some of our meat, and some other things, directly from the farm, rather than going through the, through the stores. But, one of the things that we did, as a part of that, is, my brother and I started selling eggs. So, Mother would, found some people that had chickens, and so, we would sell eggs, and so, we would distribute eggs. My brother and I raised money for ourselves by, every Saturday, we would get a bunch of, a big box of eggs, and put them in bags, and take them around to, to neighbors, and sell them.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How much was a bag of eggs?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Why, I sure, (clears throat) sure don't remember, remember those numbers. But, I ... 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did, do you recall where your mother did most of her grocery shopping?

MR. CHAMBLISS: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, you would be pretty close to the Outer Drive Shopping Center ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: I, I ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... small store up there.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Once, once we moved, once we moved there ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.

MR. CHAMBLISS: ... I think that's where she did most of her, most of her shopping.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, how did she get from, from home to wherever she went shopping? You have one automobile and, I guess, your dad, did he ride the bus to work, or ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, he ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... how did that work?
MR. CHAMBLISS: ... he, he had a carpool. So, a bunch of neighbors got together, and would, would ride together. So, the days that he had the car, we didn't have the car. And, when, when ... But, other days we would have the car, so.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you were in high school, or even when you came to Oak Ridge, to any of the schools you attended, was the dress code any different than it was where, in Missouri?

MR. CHAMBLISS: No, no, not particularly.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What did, particularly, boys wear to school in those days?

MR. CHAMBLISS: We wore shorts, shorts and t-shirts, basically, as I remember. It was, we were pretty informal. But, I don't think it'd been different, that different, in, in Missouri.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type of shoe did a boy wear in those days? Lace up shoes? Or did they have Converse tennis shoes in those days?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah, I think we did. Yeah. That's right. High tops, right?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Black, with the circle on the side ...
MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... of the ankle.

MR. CHAMBLISS: ... that's right, that was it. (Off Camera: Chuck Taylors)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. Today's shoes certainly don't symbolize anything we were used to, in those days.

MR. CHAMBLISS: No, that's right. And, I remember, a lot of people going barefoot in the, in the summertime, as well. So, we just ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, have you ever thought about that, going barefoot, and you used to be able just to walk, you could brag about walking on rocks, and it didn't hurt your feet. You go out to the post office. If you go out of your house today, barefoot, and you step on every little stick, you feel like you going to die. Our feet must've really been hardened on the bottom, or calloused ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:... so it would take the punishment.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Apparently so, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Because that was the trend, as a kid, to be barefoot.

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right, yeah, yeah. That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: No shirt, barefoot, either jeans, or shorts, of some sort.

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: There'll never be days like that again, will there? (laughter) How about the radio? Did you listen to the radio much when growing up?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah. I remember listening to some of the, the serials on radio. I also remembering gathering around when there was, when the President was going to make an address, and, and that was a big deal to, to listen to that, to President Roosevelt, with his "Fireside Chats," and so forth. I, my parents thought that was a big deal. So, they made it a big deal for us to, to watch that. To listen to that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It was a big deal.
MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Radio was a big deal. (laughs)

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right. It was.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What was some of the serials names that you recall?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Tom Mix, The Shadow. It's hard, I'm not sure.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember who, who played The Shadow? Seems like to me it was Lamont Cranston, or something of that nature.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Oh, that's right, that's right. I think that is right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Some of those things stick in your mind.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That just happens to stick into my mind.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah, right, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How about Roy Rogers? Were you a fan of Roy Rogers?
MR. CHAMBLISS: Oh, of course, and Hopalong Cassidy and, oh, God, who were some of the others?

MR. HUNNICUTT: "Lash" LaRue.

MR. CHAMBLISS: "Lash" LaRue, yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Some of those, "Lash" LaRue, came to Oak Ridge in the early days. I don't know whether you saw him or not.

MR. CHAMBLISS: I don't remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Down at the Middle Town ...
MR. CHAMBLISS: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... Theater.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Right, right. I remember going to the theaters on Saturday mornings, for the serials. The Phantom, and the other, whatever ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Cartoons, as well?

MR. CHAMBLISS: The cartoons, that's right. And ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: What theater do you recall going to?
MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah, the one that I remember most was the, the one, I don't remember the ... but, it was at Town Center.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Center Theater?
MR. CHAMBLISS: Center Theater, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And the Ridge Theater was up there in the ...
MR. CHAMBLISS: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... square.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: If I remember right, the Center was where, mostly, where kids went because of the Saturday cartoons.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Each theater showed different quality of movies. The Grove seemed to be the one that showed the most popular, I guess, movies.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But, there were several theaters across the whole city.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, let's move on to 1945, when they dropped the bomb on Japan. Where were you, and what do you remember about it?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I was, we were living in the house on, on Eaton, and my brother and I were playing across the road, playing soldier, in the fields. I think, somebody, I don't remember who told us what had happened, but I remember coming back to the house, and just being amazed by, by that. I think, also, by my father telling us about, he told us a little bit, then, I think, about what Oak Ridge's role had been in that, in that whole, whole event.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever have a personal ID badge ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... for yourself.

MR. CHAMBLISS: I did.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about that. And, where did you recall getting it? How did you go about getting it?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I remember getting it at the, what was the East Gate? Clinton, Clinton Gate? Whatever. It was the, the gate closest to Clinton, I think is where we’d go do it.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Ok, you got me stumped, now. (laughs) I've lost my thought on that. Elza Gate.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Elza Gate.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Right, Ok. But, I remember having it, and having to wear it, and that was, that was a big deal. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Were you required to wear that all day, or was it just for you to get in, and out of the area?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I think, for a while, we wore it just, just to prove that ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: You had one.

MR. CHAMBLISS: ... that I had one. That's right. Then, it got put away. So, we would, then, remember to take it, take it when we had to go out. So, we would do that. I also remember, when we first moved here, and my parents talked to my, my relatives about our being here. I had an uncle in, in Washington, D.C., at the time, who wanted to call us, and wish us, Happy, Merry Christmas, as I remember. He was dismayed that he couldn't find Oak Ridge. And, certainly, no, no, no trains, no place to find out where he was to be able to call us. Of course, we didn't have telephones. And, and, that was a strange experience for us. But, just not having phones, and not having a way to communicate with each other for a while, until we finally did.

MR. HUNNICUTT: As you grew older, did you ask your father what he did at work?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah. And, he would just say, he couldn't tell us. And, he never really did tell us, I think, until, well, he never did tell us all that he did. He told us, you know, once, once the bomb on Hiroshima had been dropped, he could tell us that they had some role, but he didn't talk about what his role was, or what he did, specifically.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, until the day he died, he never spoke, precisely, of what he did?

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right. He told us, generally, but, but not, not exactly. I mean, Dad, he was an educator, he had trained, and so, I assume that he was one of those trainers, teaching some of those, some of the women what, I don't know. He taught physics, and, and his, his background was engineering, so, how, how he ... But, he was also, really, a good educator. So, what his role there, I never knew exactly.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have a bicycle when you were a ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... younger.

MR. CHAMBLISS: It was hard to have a bicycle (laughs) in Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You had to learn how to pedal up the hills.

MR. CHAMBLISS: There was, there were steep hills to climb up, that's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's fun going down, but it was hard coming back.

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right. I, I always, sort of, liked the boardwalks better, and so, yeah, but we had a, we had bicycles.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I wish we still had those boardwalks. Be a lot of, I think, people using them today.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: We were talking about (coughs) when they dropped the bomb, and where you were you. Do you recall your reaction about that?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I was just glad, you know, I had an uncle that was in, that had been in the, the Army, and I was just glad that it looked like the end of the war. The war, the war was finally going to be over. This was the biggest feeling about that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you were in school, regardless of whether it was junior high or high school, do you recall any civil defense or air raid drills ...
MR. CHAMBLISS: Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... that was performed?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I remember going to, you know, into the hallway, and sitting, leaving the classroom, going into the hallway, everybody sitting on their side with, doubled up, and under ... curled up to ... I couldn't imagine the buildings that we were in stopping much of anything, (laughs) other than falling down on us, if something happened. But, yeah, I do remember we used to have those.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I believe it was more of a formality, than a reality ...

 MR. CHAMBLISS: I think so. I think it was as much ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... of what might happen.

MR. CHAMBLISS: But, I remember, it was all about not talking. It was about the secrecy of where we were, and so forth. That, that what we were doing is important.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have any relatives come, and visit the family during the Oak Ridge time? Have to have a pass for them to get in, or anything?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Not, not, not until the city got opened. Well, my aunt, of course, came with us when we were, when we moved in. But, I don't remember ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: How long did she stay with you?

MR. CHAMBLISS: She just stayed a week, or two, to get, I mean, there was, (laughs) there was no room at that house.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall any comment about what she might of said about what she saw?

MR. CHAMBLISS: No. She died not long after that, so I did not get her reaction to, to this whole experience very much.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You, you experienced the, just, being here, and imagining what it was like, I mean, just everything's all different. Nobody's been here before, you know, and some of these places, that's, just, has to be intriguing.

MR. CHAMBLISS: There was, there's something very special about it. Something very special about, you know, as an, also, as an architect, imagining the, what had to be done to, to put this together, to make it work, to organize, to build roads, to build street, buildings, and houses, and, and all of the other, during a time of, of, sort of, of deprivation, in the rest of the country. That weird time of, everything was being rationed, you know, remember food stamps, remember gas stamps, remember all the kinds of things that were regulated. (cough) But, we, we survived that, pretty well. I mean, and, somehow, I think, we have lost the sense that we can do these things. So, that's, sort of, something that's, that goes with my thinking about where we are as a country. This was an amazing exercise in, in people working together for, for a very important purpose.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Merrill, Owens, and Skidmore, they are still listed as being in business today.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah, Merrill, some of the stories of, of how this came to be, they -- and Groves' role in making sure that this was a community, not just a military reservation -- the sense of bringing in, with the vision, to bring in John Merrill, to do this design. His willingness to leave Chicago, and come down to this place he didn't know anything about, take on a, a major effort, without knowing anything about it, except that he was convinced that this was something in the, the national interest. Leaving on a, the train to Chicago, and not knowing where he was going. Getting off the train in Knoxville, and being ushered into this wilderness area of, of East Tennessee. Then, figuring out how to make this into, designing this so it would be a community, and designing this so this would be, not just a place to do something mechanical, developing, you know, whatever this was, that he didn't know. But making sure that the people that lived here could function as a community, and not just as workers. It's an important idea, it seems to me, for city planning. Interesting that his award for the city planning of this couldn't happen until most of the secrecies were exposed, so he did this, and, you know, in the early 1940s, couldn't get an award for it for 20, 25 years later, for the, the brilliance of the idea of, of building this around neighborhoods, and communities. Making churches work, making all the systems, the social systems work, while you were allowing the, the, the technical, mechanical things to happen at a different scale. Somehow, how all that fits together, it's got to be a positive lesson for us, it seems to me. And, you know, I lived it. I, I lived a part of this, and I, I just, I can't not tell other people about how important this was, that the people that had the vision, at that point, that this is more than just building a, a weapon of war, that this was also about building a community that could, could function during that time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you suppose they used… (clears throat) Excuse me, a lot of altitude photographing, and things like that, to help them lay out the city, with this type of terrain?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I'm sure they must have, but I don't know how, how advanced that, that technology was. During that time, because all you could see were the trees, from the air, from an aerial view. So, I don't know how they did that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: But, the uniqueness of the way they laid out the main streets, and the off streets ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... is so great, because when you mention a certain street, side street, you know it came off a certain major street.
MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Of course, today, it's not that way. The city's spread out.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But, in those days, it was, anything off of California, started with a "C" ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: And everything off of ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... and you knew that. Delaware, the Ds, and the Fs for Florida.

MR. CHAMBLISS: ... East Drive was, was ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.

MR. CHAMBLISS: ... E’s.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Very easy to navigate.

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Other than the terrain, but, as far as knowing where to go, it was very easy. Most people, you tell these things to, they look at you, and, "Ah, he's making this up."

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: No such thing, but, it's a phenomenal that happened, that'll never happen again.

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right. The amount of planning that had to, had to go in the, that shaped people's lives, that shaped families, for a long period of time. The things they did right, the things they didn't do right, are stories that need to be, also, told.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, and the type of people that were here, from the scientists to the average ditch digger.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And everybody blended together.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Right.
MR. HUNNICUTT: But, General Groves had a great vision, because he knew the people were young.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, they're young, they need something to do.
MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: There was a great recreation program.

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, either they were working, or they were being happy doing something else ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... recreation wise.
MR. CHAMBLISS: And, and, you know, integration of churches, and integration of all the other social media, the, the activities of ... theater ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did, now, when they opened the gates in March of '49, did you attend any of the gate opening ceremonies?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I didn't. I didn't. I was just, I ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Bet you wish you had, don't you? (laughs)

MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, you know, I, yeah, except that, I didn't need it, because I, you know, we'd, really, sort of, opened it up, to some extent, anyhow. But, so, the, the, that was not a particularly meaningful thing for me, in many ways. I was just, this is just where I lived, and ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall any comments your parents said about opening the gate up to the world? The city, that is?

MR. CHAMBLISS: No, it seemed like it was the right thing to do. I think their reaction was, "Why, we don't need to keep it closed anymore, why don't we, let's just open it up." It just seemed like a natural evolution of what was going on.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about the American Museum of Atomic Energy? Did you ever go down, and visit it?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I think it's terrific. I think it's terrific. I, yeah, there's so much to learn from there. There's so many lessons, that, that, have been learned here, that people need to understand, and to get to learn, to gain from it, you know. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, it opened the same weekend the gates did.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, there was ...
MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah, it's possible, that I, that's where I was, instead of the at gate opening. I mean, the gate opening, but, but it's the, and I'd been, been to that place so many times, that, I guess, I was more interested in the, in the physics, and the learning from, from that, that came out of this.

MR. HUNNICUTT: There was an interesting exhibit they had there that most people, of a couple of different things. Do you recall what that might be I'm talking about?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, I remember the, they, the, the three processes of separating U-235 from U-238, and so for that, I remember those, how those, how those were done. I also, also remember you get irradiated dimes, and, and little plastic things. But, yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about the hair-raising experience?
MR. CHAMBLISS: Oh, yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What is it? A Van de Griff ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: Van de Graaff, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... generator?
MR. CHAMBLISS: Van de Graaff generator.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Right? Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Put your hand on it, and your hair would stand up.
MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You know, they still have that at the museum today.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah. I've seen that in other museums as well. That just, but, as they say, learning all the, all the physics that they, they began to talk about there was. It's just been fascinating to me.

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you graduated from high school, and what year would that've been? Where did you go from there?

MR. CHAMBLISS: We left, we left Oak Ridge in 1950, and Dad left, we still, we lived here two years after he left, working at the, at the plant. He had a business here for a short time. So, we still lived here then, and then, we moved. He got a job up in North Carolina, so we moved to North Carolina, a year and a half before I graduated. So, I didn't graduate with the class of 1952, but, that's the people that I lived with, so, that's where I'm going to the reunion tonight, dinner tonight.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type of business did your dad have?
MR. CHAMBLISS: He had a Venetian blind business. Started doing Venetian blinds, because people were now buying their houses and wanting to fix them up, and so, he did that for, for a couple of years. Then, moved to North Carolina in another business venture. Left that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you know why the family left Oak Ridge?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, because he had this, jobs other places. We, finally, left, he left, and we ended up in New Mexico at, at Sandia Lab, where he was working there on, on other nuclear work. And so, we moved to Albuquerque, then, in 1952.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's, kind of, similar to Oak Ridge, wasn't it?
MR. CHAMBLISS: He stayed with, he was, interestingly enough, he went to work for, he was at Sandia Lab. Then, he went to work for Chrysler, on their ICBM [Intercontinental Ballistic Missile] program. He was in Turkey, in 19-- ... at the time of the Cuban Missile Crisis. He was in Turkey helping build an ICBM base. Out of the ... The resolution of the Cuban crisis, was that U.S. abandoned the ICBM program. So, that's where he, that's where he retired, was in, was in Turkey. And, moved, then, to Grand Junction, where I was, at the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you miss Oak Ridge, after leaving?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I did miss it. I did miss it. But, yeah ... Jay, and some other friends, found me at one of the reunions, and because we'd moved west, and so ... Any rate, connecting back, again, is, is important part of my understanding of, of what my life has been.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you think the Oak Ridge school system helped you in your academic ... ?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Oh, God, yes! (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... travel. (laughs) In what way?

MR. CHAMBLISS: They had really intelligent teachers. But, more important, I think, it was that there was a world and, sort of, open to, to a part of the world that I would've never had, if I'd stayed in Missouri, and those school systems. We had people in the class from all over the country. We had people from different ethnicities, and different backgrounds, different ... So, it was a, you know, enormously expanding experience, for me, in terms of where we are in the world. The idea that, that, you know, physics, which is what, in a way, that Oak Ridge is all about, is, is also universal language. So, it, it's a sense of who we are in the world, not just who we are in, in my state, or in my county, or in my, in my country, even.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where, where do you live today?
MR. CHAMBLISS: I live in Denver. Denver, Colorado. I've had an experience of, of working throughout the western United States, with indigenous communities, with low income people. Housing, providing housing, and support for some of the most vulnerable of our populations. But, just a sense that, you know, we're all in this together. I think, Oak Ridge was a sense of, we're all in, this is something that has to happen, as we all have to come together, and share the knowledge that, that people from all over the world have, to make this work.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you attend college after high school?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I went to the University of New Mexico, and studied architectural engineering, and got my Master's degree at Harvard, before turning, returning back to, to Colorado.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How about, are you married today?
MR. CHAMBLISS: I am married.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How did you meet your wife? And what's her name, by the way?
MR. CHAMBLISS: My first wife, I met at the University of New Mexico. She went with me to, to Harvard, then, back to, back to Colorado. She died in 1970, and I was remarried, and I had six kids when, when she died. I was remarried, and had another child, and we were divorced 10 years later. And, then, 1986, I got married again, to Sheila Cowall. And, she still seems happy with me, so ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: (laughs) What is your children's names?

MR. CHAMBLISS: My oldest is Karen, and ... Oldest is Karen. She's now in, working for Wells Fargo. My next oldest is Susan. She's working for a housing authority, managing their finances, in, in Colorado. My oldest son is working for a construction company, doing housing, and other programs. Next, I have a daughter, who's Diana. My son's Blake, Junior. My daughter, Peggy, is, is in Grand Junction, still. A son, who's in, now in New Jersey, who's doing technical assistance for a major corporation. Another daughter in, that's in Colorado, Diana. And then, a son, Tuck, who is in New York, who is an artist. Seven kids.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Grand Junction, is that close to the test site? The Alamogordo? Is that down in that part of New Mexico?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Grand Junction's in the west side of Colorado.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Oh, Colorado, Ok.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah, yeah, it's almost on the, on the ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Wrong place.

MR. CHAMBLISS: ... Utah border. Right, right, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Back when you lived in Oak Ridge, did, did you ever go to a place called the Snow White Drive-in? Do you recall that?

MR. CHAMBLISS: (laughs) Sure, I did. Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Why does everybody laugh when I ask them about the Snow White?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I, yeah, we went, used to go there, as a family, to, to watch movies.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, I'm not talking about the Skyway Drive-in. 

MR. CHAMBLISS: I see. Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: The Snow White Drive-in ..
MR. CHAMBLISS: Snow White ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... restaurant, I should've said. But, we'll talk about, let's talk about the Skyway Drive-in.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about that.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, it was, it was easy way for the family to go, go see, see movies. I, I just, you could go as a family, cheaply, and it was, I don't know, we just, we, we went there sometimes. I don't know. Not a lot.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you ever get out of the car, and go up front and sit up at the very front? They had a speaker up there you could listen to the movie.

MR. CHAMBLISS: No, I don't. I remember, I remember going there a few times with, a friend who had a pick-up truck, and they would back it up, and then, we'd sit in chairs, in the back of the pick-up, and watch the, watch the movies. But ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: It was quite a unique experience.
MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right. Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, let's talk about the Snow White Drive-in. Do you recall the Snow White Drive-in?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I don't remember the Snow White Drive-in.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. Did you ever visit other places, like the bowling lanes, or bowling alleys, or did you do any sports activities, when you were going to school, or after school?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I did some bowling. I, I was not, you know, I didn't do much of that. I remember, I remember going to football games, and selling hotdogs. I remember, going out and selling hotdogs, and soft drinks, and so forth, and taking them out to the ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: When you were in high school?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, if I'm not mistaken, didn't, when you sold hotdogs, and Cokes, and popcorn, you went out in the crowd, in the bleachers, and sold that ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... didn't you?
MR. CHAMBLISS: Oh, yeah, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, nowadays, we’ve got to walk up the hill, or over on the other side to get it.

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's, that's too much work. No, I remember, yeah, we used to do that. I don't remember, I don't remember what, what the money that was made went for, at that time, but I just remember it was to raise funds for some of the programs at school.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I, I can remember, you order a hotdog, or something, you might be eight or 10 deep, down the, in the ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: And you pass it down.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... in your seat, so you pass the money back and forth, and the food passed back and forth.

MR. CHAMBLISS: And, it all seemed to get there, both ends. The money got back, and the hotdogs, and the cold drinks got, got distributed.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about the Oak Ridge health? As far as doctors, do you recall any doctors that you had to see, or what were your family doctors' names might have been?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I don't, I don't remember any of their names, right at this point.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You mentioned something about, when we were talking about the swimming pool, the water, about polio. Tell me how that was connected to the swimming pool.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, they closed all the swimming pools. When, when there was concern about the polio epidemic, and there was concern that it was swimming pools that had spread the disease. So, the swimming pools were all closed. And so you'd have to go, if you wanted to go swimming, you'd have to go to a (laughs) a creek someplace, I guess.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Or to the lake.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Or the lake, right. That's right. Norris Lake.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall, when you were in Oak Ridge, and, I guess, you left before any of the Cold War stuff, do you recall anyone ever building a civil defense bunker of any sort ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... in Oak Ridge?
MR. CHAMBLISS: No.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about the drive-in across the Solway Bridge. Was that, I don't believe that was there. You probably left Oak Ridge before that was here.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah, yeah, yeah.

MR. CHAMBLISS: What about the drive-in on the east end, out of Elza? Do you recall going to that drive-in?

MR. CHAMBLISS: I don't.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It may, it may have not been ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... in business when, when you came. Is there anything we hadn't talked about, you want to talk about, stories you can remember?

MR. CHAMBLISS: No, I think ... 

MR. HUNNICUTT: How would you rate your experience of growing up in Oak Ridge? How would you explain it to someone?

MR. CHAMBLISS: It was ... It was, it was, sort of, a mind-expanding experience. I'd never lived anywhere, I love the outdoors, and, just living in a place where you could be outdoors, and where you could, that would integrate with what you're learning in school, the friends that we, that we created and developed. There was, there was, I don't know how to explain it, just, just an experience that was ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did your sister ever blend in with the, the atmosphere?

MR. CHAMBLISS: She really did. She really did. And, I think, that she, finally, when, I think, when we moved to the cemesto house, and, was what were, perhaps, made things work better for her. She had her own, a real room, then. And, and she had gotten active with, with other, got new friends, and, and that all came together for her very well. My older brother, who always accommodated very well, he got, he found, he found a voice that, I think, he had not had before. He was very active in the, I don't know if you know about the Youth Council on the Atomic Crisis? At the end of the, end of the, end of the war, there was a lot of concern about how, what we had learned here, and what we had done with Hiroshima, and Nagasaki. Just, what do we use this new power? How do we use this new power? So, he got involved in speaking about that. So, that really gave him a, a sense of -- and through him, it gave the rest of us, at least in our family -- a sense of how important this atom, this atomic power was, and what the, both what the potential, but what the danger is, for that, for the world. I'm also thinking about the fact that President Obama just went to Hiroshima, to talk about what it would be like to have a war without nuclear bombs, and, and how do we take this resource, that was developed here, and how do we turn it into something that, that makes the world work better, rather than, than in a divisive bomb. So, I, I feel like I've grown up with that sense of the enormous power that people have. How do we use it? The intentionality of how we use what we have learned in Oak Ridge, and how we apply that throughout the, the world, and, and throughout our future. So, I, there is that sense, I think, I would not have gotten, had I not been here. So, that's an exciting, and a little frightening, like I say, it seems to me, for all of us, that, what do we do with what we've learned here? How do we use that to, to make sure that life works for the most vulnerable in our populations, and not just to solve, as an easy way to solve our differences.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, the spin-off of nuclear medicine is one of the greatest things, I think, that's been accomplished from the atomic era.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Lot of people today are alive from that spin-off.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Sure. And, there are so many potential other things, in terms of, 'How do we get energy?' 'How do we use the energy?' 'How do we use what we know about the, the atom?' The atom is a lot more complicated than we once thought it was. With that, we've learned a lot, I think, from, from what's happening. That time, and through the national laboratories, in terms of solar, using solar energy, and a whole bunch of other technologies, that have come out, either as a direct or indirect, result of the enormous brain power that was assembled, in Oak Ridge, at that time, that continues to come out of this area. That is, is touching everybody. I, and, I guess, one of the, the sense of having seen, and been a part of that, and to see how little things grow into, into big things.

MR. HUNNICUTT: From, from your whole lifetime, and there's many things that's happened, what do you consider the most important thing that's ever been developed in your lifetime?

MR. CHAMBLISS: Well, I the exploration of the atom, the exploration of the universe, I think, the opening of minds to how everything fits together, is happening on so, so many different scales. So, it just, sort of, I don't know, I don't know how to explain it, other than, just, the expansion of, of our wonder, and at, at what the world is like, at, at every scale. How we can learn from it at every scale. I mean, bio, genetics, all the way up to understanding what, what Einstein talked about when he said "E equals MC2 ." And, just what does that mean on a, I started to say, "global scale," but it, it went beyond that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's amazing how technology's advanced, and people's thinking has advanced from, from your father's era, and his grandfather's era.
MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, how it's progressed -- some areas is, probably, not too good, but other areas it's phenomenal. It's hard to imagine. When the, when the little ol' computer came along, that you can hold in your hand ...
MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... versus one that filled this room, to start with.

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, the camera's the same way, you know. The technology is so, advanced so quickly ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... what we had yesterday's outdated tomorrow.

MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's amazing.

MR. CHAMBLISS: And, and my kids have such a different world because of this, at every level, in terms of what they're doing, and what their potential is. My son, who's working in construction, does this stuff on computers, and makes this, builds buildings on computers before you build them in place. My son who keeps track of, of, of diamonds from the time they're in a mine, until they're on somebody's finger, and knows what's happening all the way, and keeping track of all that. We, just, we have so much more ability, and we have so many people that are interested in looking at all of those, and so many places for people to expand their minds. To suggest, and what amazes me is people think we've learned all we can, and, therefore, there's nowhere else to go. You know, the ... But, we've always had people like that. We've had people like that, whether it's the Wright brother’s relatives, who said, you know, we'll never fly. And, now, we can say whatever we can say, that we can't do things, and somehow, the people that came to Oak Ridge said, "Yeah, we can do this." Put the infrastructure, and all the pieces together, to make it happen. I, I just, the world keeps expanding, and I can't imagine there's a time when it's going to stop expanding. And, and the idea that we've come to the end, or come to a, a slowing point, or stopping point for that, is just unimaginable to me. I suppose, that's what I've learned in, from, from what happened at Oak Ridge. That, that we're focusing on doing this one thing, and, somehow, out of this, becomes a whole new world of opportunities, and choices, whether it's computers, and, and iPhones, or whether it's understanding that cancer may be. We have new ways of dealing with cancer, because we understand how the pieces fit together.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I think your explanation of the question I asked, about amazement, you just gave, what happened in Oak Ridge started ...
MR. CHAMBLISS: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... I think, the revolution of what we see today.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Even though it was a bomb that started it ...
MR. CHAMBLISS: Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... but the spin-off is, is what ...
MR. CHAMBLISS: That's right.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... what did it.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Right. Well, I've been, I've been to Hiroshima, and talked with people there about what happened. Their sense, that this is the end of a war, perhaps, but also the beginning of an understanding that we need to live in peace. We need to find ways to solve problems without bigger guns, or bigger bombs, is an important of what we still have to learn. I hope, maybe, the beginning of that started here, too.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I was, attended a photo gallery in Knoxville, last week, of Ed Westcott's photographs of ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: Oh, wow.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... the Manhattan Project.

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And, there was a young Japanese girl, that came up, and was talking to me. And, she was from Hiroshima. Her parents grew, grew up there, and was part of the, family was part of the devastation. One thing that she said, exactly what you said. That they would attend these special prayer meetings, two times a week, to try to get over what happened, and try to live in peace, and harmony. And, that was what she was advocating ...

MR. CHAMBLISS: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... here. I don't know where, "here" is, but in this country, everybody that she came in touch with, the resentment of the war is to be forgotten, it's done, it's over with, let's move forward in harmony and peace. So.

MR. CHAMBLISS: My wife and I went to Hiroshima a few years ago, and there, we were met, while we were at, we were touring, and six young women came up to us, and, sort of, in halting English, asked us if we would sign this petition, which was about living in harmony, and, and, basically, what, what Obama's message was, that, "Can we live without nuclear bombs?"

MR. HUNNICUTT: Maybe one day that'll happen.

MR. CHAMBLISS: That would be nice. That would be wonderful.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But if, one last chance, if there's anything you'd like to say, now's the time.

MR. CHAMBLISS: I, I feel honored to have been asked to be here, and I appreciate this, and I will be thinking a lot about what I didn't say, but what other lessons there are from here, as well. Thank you very much for this opportunity.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, thanks again for your time.
MR. CHAMBLISS: Ok.
[End of Interview]
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