ORAL HISTORY OF KAREN REYNOLDS CARVER
Interviewed by Keith McDaniel
March 17, 2015
MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is March 17, 2015 and I am interviewing Karen Carver ...
MRS. CARVER: Reynolds.
MR. MCDANIEL: ... Karen Reynolds Carver and ... here in Oak Ridge and she wanted to be just audio only, which is fine, and I had interviewed her husband, John, just a few weeks ago. And so, we finally got together after the big ice storm and everything in February, we had to reschedule a few times but we're in good, so Karen, thank you taking time to talk with us.

MRS. CARVER: You're welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm anxious to hear what ... hear about your life.
MRS. CARVER: Ok. Did you used to work on the radio?

MR. MCDANIEL: I did, for a while.
MRS. CARVER: Because I used to be a copywriter for WATO in Oak Ridge. That was one of my jobs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? I ... Yeah, I worked in radio when I was in college and a little bit afterwards.
MRS. CARVER: You've got the radio voice.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, thank you. Let's start at the very beginning.
MRS. CARVER: Ok.
MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me where you were born and something about your family.

MRS. CARVER: All right. I was born May 14, 1934, Winchester, Indiana, that's in Randolph County, actually in a hospital. It is a little town, about 5,000 people between Muncie and Richmond. Mom divorced my biological father when I was very, very young and we came to Chattanooga, so that's how I ended up in Tennessee. She met my Dad, who was William M. Reynolds -- Mom was Doris Gartley Reynolds -- in Chattanooga. She was a buyer for Vogue Department Store. Dad worked for TVA in personnel and they met, married in '39, my brother was born in 1940 and that's Jon Michael Reynolds, J-O-N, called Mickey. He was a 1958 graduate from Oak Ridge High School. Anyway, we came to Oak Ridge. Well, first we went to Douglas Dam in Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Dad had previously worked for Norris, Chickamauga and Cherokee, always in personnel.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: While we were waiting for the government trailers to hit Douglas Dam property, we had to live in Jefferson City, so that's where I actually started school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: And then from there, they finally took us to the dam. We had a trailer. Little bitty thing. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And then they sent us to school in Dandridge. Because it was closer I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: So up until my first half of the fourth grade, which I completed in Dandridge, my teacher was a woman named Mrs. Swan. This relates. She had a nephew named George Breathitt in the class.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right.
MRS. CARVER: We came to Oak Ridge, Dad in '43, about October or November, looked for a house -- which were all still being built. He finally brought Mom and we looked around ... they looked around. They looked at three selections.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: One was 109 Ulysses Lane -- still kind of under construction. It was a D house, by the way, D-2, two bathrooms.  An F house on Orchard Lane. And another D-2 on the corner of California and Outer Drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Well, Mom decided she wanted the D at 109 Ulysses Lane because it was the only one where the house didn't face the street. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: She was tired of looking at all these neighbors that we had in the trailers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. CARVER: So anyway, we then moved to Oak Ridge in December, Mom and my brother and I, December of '43. I remember my brother, at the time, was three years old. We entered the house. We all started looking around. We were thrilled because here we had been living in trailers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: And my brother started yelling. And Mom thought, "Oh, God, what's happening to Mickey?" We found him standing in a closet, no doors, and he said, "Look at this big room!" (laughter) He was so thrilled, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet.

MRS. CARVER: Because in that little old trailer that we had it was one of those silver bullet type things ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It probably fit in the living room and dining room of the big house.

MRS. CARVER: Yeah, he had a little crib, and that had been his bedroom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.

MRS. CARVER: So we were jammed in like sardines. But anyway, that began our adventures in Oak Ridge and I had to wait for ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was in '43?
MRS. CARVER: Yes, the school, Pine Valley, to be completed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Well when, I started my second half of fourth grade here in Oak Ridge, my fourth grade teacher was the same Mrs. Swan who had been at Dandrige and her nephew, George, was also here in that class.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CARVER: Uh-huh. And so, you know, it ... the world, goes around and around.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ... 
MRS. CARVER: Other people: my favorite teacher at Pine Valley, was Carrie Wilson, Mrs. Carrie Wilson. That was Nathan Wilson's mother, he graduate in 1950 from Oak Ridge High School and became a dentist in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: And he was a dentist until he died.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CARVER: While we were in Mrs. Wilson’s class, her father, who was a coal miner in, I think, West Virginia, but I'm not positive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: He was killed in one of the biggest coal mining accidents they'd ever had at that time in the United States. So, we kind of got that, you know, in like little tidbits. My mother and dad, when they were dating in Chattanooga, ran around with a couple called McKenzie, who was Vivian McKenzie Joyce's parents. And that was Eugene Joyce's second wife ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CARVER: ... Vivian McKenzie, she graduated Oak Ridge High School in 1950, so we have known each other literally all our lives. Well, Gene and his first wife, Mary Margaret, had been at Douglas Dam.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CARVER: And they, Dad and Mom were real good friends. We remained friends all of our ... their lives.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Course, they're all deceased now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. CARVER: So, you know, it's a little history that comes around and goes around and it all ends up right here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right here in Oak Ridge. Lot of people came from Oak Ridge from all different places. They sure did.
MRS. CARVER: Well, you know, I know you've heard this a thousand times, I'm not going to talk about the mud, everybody talks about the mud and the boardwalks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: The first question when we were in school -- because we knew we couldn't talk about anything, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: And, of course, as really little kids we didn't care anyway. We weren't interested, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly ...
MRS. CARVER: But, the first thing you asked somebody when you met them was, "Where are you from?"

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Because nobody was from here.
MRS. CARVER: I still do that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you?
MRS. CARVER: It's a habit that I didn't realize that I still do. And if I meet somebody new, one of the first things I usually ask is, "Where are you from?"

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh... Now, well, now, what did your dad do here? Where did he work?

MRS. CARVER: Ok, he came with Clinton Engineering Works ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... so he worked at Y-12 and he was in Personnel.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. CARVER: Eventually, well it ended up being Union Carbide Corporation.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
MRS. CARVER: He was in purchasing as a purchasing agent which was apparently, at that time, considered a pretty good job. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, absolutely ...
MRS. CARVER: He must have had some pull because we had the only house that I ever saw, cemesto, in Oak Ridge, that had a flagstone, fieldstone walk, sidewalk.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CARVER: He had gone -- Mom was having a fit. Mom was a very ... demanding person, I would say, you know. (laughter) 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Very independent soul ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: And she just had a hissy. She did not want one of those ugly concrete sidewalks that everybody was getting.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: So Dad went to, I'm assuming Roane Anderson at the time, and somehow or another, he convinced them to let them put in that flagstone sidewalk.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? 

MRS. CARVER: So we had that from up until -- Mom died in '04. They never sold the house. They lived in it until she died. I inherited it. Oddly enough, when I sold it a year later, Jackie and Jay Searcy were the ones who bought it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? 

MRS. CARVER: They bought it as an investment. Dumb me, instead of renting it out or something. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: You know, I sold it. I said, I wanted that money, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: So anyway. So, see, that comes around, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true, that's true.
MRS. CARVER: And Jackie and I flew together on Delta.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CARVER: Mmm-hmm. I talked to her after I started flying in 1955 and I was based in Atlanta. After a year, I bid for and was transferred to Houston, which was considered a very good base to be at that time, for a stewardess. And Jackie and I had been bosom buddies.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And I talked her into applying and she was accepted, so in time I went to Houston, she came out there, so we were roommates.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CARVER: And you had to leave when you got married back then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CARVER: So when I married my first husband ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... in '57 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... that ended that career real quick, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. Let's go back to '43.
MRS. CARVER: Ok.
MR. MCDANIEL: And so, how old were you then? You were, what? Around eight? 

MRS. CARVER: When I came in '43, I was, well, let's see, fourth grade, wouldn't you be about nine or 10?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, about nine or 10.
MRS. CARVER: I was born in '34 so figure it out ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah ... nine or 10. So, what was it like in Oak Ridge back then?
MRS. CARVER: Besides the mud and the boardwalks?

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly. Being a kid ...
MRS. CARVER: Galoshes that I hated and we still had galoshes up until I was in the ninth grade at Jefferson Junior High School, which is now Robertsville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I remember all the lockers always smelled like galoshes, wet galoshes, and yucky sandwiches, you know, because everybody brought their own sandwiches. We didn't have any cafeteria at that time. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah ...
MRS. CARVER: So anyway, the one thing I liked about where we lived on Ulysses Lane. (I was always a reader at a very early age. Mom had been a senior English teacher prior to coming to Oak Ridge…)
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: As I was saying, we had, in the back of our property, Ulysses Lane sat kind of horizontally this way, the house sat this way, short end, you know. The back side, which ended up becoming all of their property, and Mom developed a kind of English garden.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: There were apple trees.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: And I would take in the summer, an app... I mean, I didn't take an apple, I took a salt shaker and a book.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: And there were those green apples, but, boy, I thought they were the best thing I'd ever eaten. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And I would hide up in those trees for hours at a time. Eventually, they, Mom and Dad, started developing the property. Some of the neighborhood dads that had young sons, like my brother, all got together. They cleared off all of that back area which was honeysuckle and weeds and snakes and God knows what else.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Cleared it off, made like a baseball area that the kids could play football or dig fox holes or whatever they wanted to do. Well, all that property ended up becoming Mom and Dad's backyard so they had a pretty good sizable lot. It was really a desirable lot in those days.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, Ulysses, is that off Utah?
MRS. CARVER: Yes, it's off of Utah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MRS. CARVER: You got New York Avenue down here and you come up the hill and it's the second street to the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Left.
MRS. CARVER: ... coming up the hill, left, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Left, yeah, yeah. Right. Exactly, exactly.

MRS. CARVER: And the interesting thing was the of two original families that moved in on Ulysses Lane down the hill from us on the other side of the street, were the Hamricks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: And he was Pat Hamrick. They had a son, Tom, and a daughter, Joanne, and she was one of my friends. Tom Hamrick, who was class of '49, ended up married ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Keep telling your story.

MRS. CARVER: Ok. Ended up marrying Kay Mason Hamrick, who is still alive. Tom is dead. And we were also, she was in Class of '52. (pause, noises off) I stopped because I didn't know if you were still running or what was going on.

MR. MCDANIEL: I was on the phone. I could hear her talking, so ...
MRS. CARVER: Oh. You're going to have to back up, aren't you?

MR. MCDANIEL: No, no, no, we're fine. We'll keep going.
MRS. CARVER: Yeah. Well anyway ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Never stop. Just keep going.
MRS. CARVER: Kay Hamrick -- you probably know who Kay Hamrick is.

MR. MCDANIEL: I don't think so.
MRS. CARVER: She and ... after Mom ... Well, when my brother finally went to school, and I think he was ... probably when he first started in junior high school, she went to work for Oak Ridge Schools and she was the first Registrar at the high school. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CARVER: Until she retired in '73.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh.
MRS. CARVER: And then, out of boredom, I think, more than anything, she went to work about a year later for Polaris Travel.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: And she and Dad did an awful lot of traveling ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... and she was a consultant on any trips they took, they'd pay for it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
MRS. CARVER: It wasn't free gratis, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: But Kay, at that time, worked at the high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: In music, and she used to get up a lot of the tours. You know, she'd get the kids and so forth.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah. Sure, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: And do that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: So, everything, it seems to come right around with that Class of '50, '52, ‘53, all in through that one era.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And, because teenagers, there were so few of us, really, in Oak Ridge in those early years, you knew an awful lot of the people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: When I was in Miami going to modeling school, I was on a bus one day and this gal, I kept looking to her and she kept looking at me. Turned out to be Nancy Gaither, I knew her younger sister, and she was Oak Ridge High School class of like '48, I think, you know, she was quite a bit older. Beautiful gal. And we kept looking at each other and finally she said, "Aren't you from Oak Ridge?" and I said, "Yeah, who are you?" you know. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: So, you know, I don't care where you would go, you would run into somebody from Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, I was with the family, we were at a airport in, I think we were in Orlando, and I had on a Secret City t-shirt on and somebody says, "Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Secret City." (laughter) They were from Oak Ridge, too, you know, so ...
MRS. CARVER: You can go almost anywhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: It's really kind of funny.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Had a friend, I don't remember who it was, telling me the story once about their son who was in the Navy and he was on an aircraft carrier or a submarine or something like that, and he had a Big Ed's t-shirt on. I mean, they were like in the Indian Ocean or something and somebody came up to him and said, "Big Ed's in Oak Ridge, Tennessee." They knew exactly where it was.

MRS. CARVER: It's so funny. You know, it's funny that you said that about a ship because my oldest son -- I have three children, by the way, by my first marriage.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. CARVER: I married in '57, divorced in '85.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.

MRS. CARVER: Didn't marry John, my present husband, 'til 2003.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: So I was divorced for a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. CARVER: I didn't want to get married again, but I did. (laughter) So anyway ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So ...
MRS. CARVER: But my first son, Scott, was born in '58.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: In the old Oak Ridge Hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CARVER: Uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right.

MRS. CARVER: The cemesto types. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. CARVER: My next two children, Brett was born in '63 in the new hospital and my daughter, Brouke -- and that's spelled B-R-O-U-K-E, by the way -- was born in 1970.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: So I used to say I was like an elephant, I only got pregnant about every five years, you know. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, so ... so ...
MRS. CARVER: Maybe that's why we divorced (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: You ... So you grew up in the late '40s in Oak Ridge, you're a kid. 

MRS. CARVER: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember the day they opened the gates?
MRS. CARVER: Oh, sure.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember? Tell me what you remember about that...

MRS. CARVER: But, you know, I wasn't there. I was probably one of the few people in Oak Ridge that wasn't there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really? Yeah.
MRS. CARVER: Yeah. I remember when they dropped the atomic bomb, I remember what Dad did, I have, fortunately, a pretty damned good memory.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. CARVER: Sometimes John wishes I didn't have such a good memory, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. I understand.
MRS. CARVER: Yeah, when the gates opened, there was, of course, all kinds of ceremonies.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
MRS. CARVER: You know, everybody mentions Rod Cameron and his horse. They mention Marie McDonald, "The Body." They mention Adolph Menjou ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Adele Marrow, or Jergens, I can't remember which one she was. These were all people that back in the '40s were sort of known.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sort of known ...

MRS. CARVER: They weren't, like you'd say, A #1 stars.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: But, Oak Ridge. I guess we were lucky to get anybody to show up. (laughter) So anyway ... But yeah, they had that. I did not go to the ceremonies at all. I don't know if it was because of my age or if ... I don't think Mom and Dad even went.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were not interested ... ?
MRS. CARVER: Well, I don't think -- I don't see why he would have known what was actually going on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I really don't. I know everybody likes to say, "Oh, yes, my parents knew all about it." 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: I don't think so because the type of job that he had. (Since listening to the COROH tape made in 1976 by Bill and Doris Reynolds, I now know that dad did know about the atomic bomb.)
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. CARVER: But the day that they came on the radio and announced that they had dropped the atomic bomb and we knew what it was all about, made the announcement, Dad was in the back bedroom hanging curtains. He literally screamed, fell off the stool and Mom thought he'd killed himself, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CARVER: He was so excited. Mom didn't seem to clock in that much.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I don't know why. We kids didn't really clock in that much either. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: You know, World War II was a very big deal in our lives.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MRS. CARVER: It left -- the whole thing about World War II, you know, going to the movies, donating our dimes for the little stamps, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: Watching the newsreels. All of that made a huge impression on us. And many times I have told John, and he feels this way, too, that we were born in the wrong era. We relate more to our parents' era of being adults than our own era.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: We had their music, we had their dances, we had their attitudes, their culture. The '50s for us were '40s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Because of '52, being that age, the other '50s where it became the bop and so forth, rock and roll, that wasn't our era.

MR. MCDANIEL: That wasn't your era?
MRS. CARVER: That wasn't our era.

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh.
MRS. CARVER: You know, the duck tail, greased hair and all the leather jackets, that was a whole -- that was as foreign to us as the 1960’s were.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. CARVER: And being high schoolers and growing up in that era.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.

MRS. CARVER: Yeah, it was, it was a fascinating era and we still have a great interest in anything World War II.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you went to Oak Ridge High School.
MRS. CARVER: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: What year did you graduate?
MRS. CARVER: 1952.

MR. MCDANIEL: 1952.
MRS. CARVER: Yep. In the new high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: In the new high school. Tell me about your high school experience. What was it like?
MRS. CARVER: Ok, well, the first two years, we were at the old high school above Blankenship Field on Kentucky Avenue. I didn't date as a sophomore. I wasn't allowed to.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I was allowed to go to school functions and dances and that sort of thing…
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: …at the school, and if you ever went to any kind of a dance you had a parent driving you because the boy obviously couldn't drive yet.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: I wasn't that involved in anything my sophomore year particularly. My junior year I guess I blossomed and I became quite active. I had my first steady boyfriend for a whole year and then the next year, my senior year, I had a different steady boyfriend.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. CARVER: Steady was the thing to do back then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. CARVER: I wasn't one that bebopped from one guy to another.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: In school, among my activities, I was a cheerleader.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: My senior year I was a Lion's Club football queen. That was the Thanksgiving game. It was an extra game and I think it was the first year they ever did anything like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: The football team chose who they wanted for their queen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: It wasn't that big a deal. I was Mary in the Nativity my senior year. My other years I had things like Student Council, career conference, Sportsman Club, chorus, I can't even remember. My major was English and my minor was art.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Which leads us back to Mr. Grossman, art teacher, which I know John told you about.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. CARVER: He came in straight out of college.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: We thought he was one of us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: He was a cute little thing, you know. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: He wasn't very big, you know, but he was a cute little thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Teachers that I liked, that stand out in my memory were my senior English teacher, Mazel Turner. To my knowledge she had never married.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: She died several years ago. She was an exceptional English teacher. She was fair, but you learned from her.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: When you got out of her class, you knew what you were doing. We had sophomore and junior core, which I found out later when I went to college that apparently we learned history but I don't remember ever having a history course. (laughter) If I hadn't been such a reader I probably wouldn't have ever known history.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: But it was civics, English combined ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... and apparently history somewhere along the line. Francelle Jarrard, who became Buckminster, was my sophomore core teacher. My junior core teacher was Miss -- Miss -- Israelow that was not spelled the way John spelled it. Anyway... and she was only there for a year and she left and went to Japan.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Because apparently she was engaged to someone who was in the service up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: There weren't all that many teachers that made that much of an impression on me. I took dramatics, I was in chorus, I took French -- didn't like it but I took it. You know, phys. ed. the usual things you think about. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: Another interesting thing was that at that time when you graduated from Oak Ridge High School -- now this is '52 -- you didn't have to have a science to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. CARVER: ... graduate. I never had a single class of any kind that you could call science. No biology, nothing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. CARVER: So when I got ready go to go college and I had to take all the pre-tests ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: ... to see whether or not they would even accept me to begin with...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... and that was Miami U in Oxford, Ohio, by the way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: But I only went for one semester that was from June or September or whatever it was to December.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Then I transferred. But I, you know, we graduated it was a ... you didn't have to have that requirement. I don't know why. Since Mom was Registrar, she had to check out everything, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And apparently everything was on the up and up and, I got by. I hated math. Always hated math. You know, far as I'm concerned, two and two is five, but I ended up becoming a purchasing agent, can you believe that?

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. CARVER: So anyway... But we did a lot of things, we had a lot of fun. We did a lot of hiking. You probably heard this before but we'd hike a lot down G Road, which is now considered Key Springs Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: Which cut off to the right to Bacon Springs and there was a pig farm down there and boy, did it stink. On the way down G Road, which I guess is why they call it Key Springs, there was a spring and you could drink out of it at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I mean, it was pure, good water.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And then we hiked a lot behind Warehouse Road, the ridge which I think is Chestnut Ridge now, right through there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: But we'd start at Jackson Square and we'd hike out the ridge and then we'd come down the hill there at the lake and the river, whatever. We also had a lot of slumber parties. We went to the Ridge Theater, we went to Skyway Drive-In, Snow White Drive-In outside, you drove around and around ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: ... trying to make sure everybody saw you with your date.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: Yeah, sort of the usual things. I belonged to a girls' club, Swankette's in high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: They were called the what?
MRS. CARVER: Charter member.

MR. MCDANIEL: They called the girls' club what?
MRS. CARVER: Swankette’s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Swankette’s?
MRS. CARVER: S-W-A-N-K-E-T-T-E apostrophe S.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: You had Penguin's. You had Swankette’s. They had been there forever. They were supposed to be the elitists.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: I turned them down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And I became a charter member of Swankette's.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: I did the same thing in college.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: I turned down Chi Omega and became Pi Phi. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: I had a mind of my own. But anyway, Swankette's ... all the girls' clubs, let's see, you had Penguin's, you had Swankette's, you had High Teen's, you had Sub Deb's, I think there were two or three others.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: But if you wanted to be social in high school, as a girl…
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: …you hoped to get in ... It was like going to college and getting in a sorority.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly ...
MRS. CARVER: And maybe more selective, I don't know. But anyway ... (laughter) it was harder to get in, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: So we had a lot of dances, not on school property. You had to go somewhere else.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: So, we went to the Oak Terrace.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And you had the ballroom. Later on, we had dances at the Starlight Room, which was at the Oak Terrace at Grove Center.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. CARVER: You know, the building you go in from the bottom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: You had a bowling alley if you turned to the right. You went on in, you had the dining room.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Which was interesting (laughter) because you had a dining room, you had a bowling alley and up above you had dances, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: So it was a noisy place.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet.
MRS. CARVER: But, we did that. Sometimes we would go to Gatlinburg if we were lucky and the boy had a car or his dad would let him have it because most boys didn’t have cars at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: John was one of the exceptions.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: We would go to Big Ridge, that state park that was in Andersonville --occasionally, by my senior year -- I could not go out of Oak Ridge before my senior year ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... unless it was an organized thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, yeah ...
MRS. CARVER: But my senior year, we were allowed to go to Knoxville and one of the places we liked to go was Highland's Grill on Kingston Pike. And I don't even know if it's still there or not.

MR. MCDANIEL: Hmm... never heard of it.

MRS. CARVER: But we went, the places we liked to go to as teenagers back then were places that had music.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, right.
MRS. CARVER: Our music.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: And our music was strictly jitterbug. They can call it jive or they can call it whatever they want to call it, it was strictly jitterbug.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Wasn't the Lindy Hop, it was jitterbug, and slow dancing. And slow dancing, we danced. We didn't just hang on, we danced. Anyway, we did those things. Lot of slumber parties.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: We were... We were really a very almost naive generation. We were known as the Quiet Generation. Eisenhower-sort of following through after World War II.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I do remember when Roosevelt died. Franklin Roosevelt. There was another D house down below my parents’ home, and the neighbor woman came running over. Mom was not a neighboring type. She was a very personal type, she did a lot of stuff ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... but what she wanted to do. She didn't like neighbors popping in and, "Let's have a cup of coffee and sit and chat for two hours," and I'm the same way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: But the neighbor came over and told Mom, she said, "Oh," she said, "Have you heard? Have you heard? Turn on the radio." And FDR had just died.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. CARVER: Well, my mom and dad were Republicans (laughter).

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, right.
MRS. CARVER: So anyway, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: They were probably ... they were probably glad.
MRS. CARVER: Am I running you over, dear?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. No, no, no ... you're fine.
MRS. CARVER: Well, anyway ... But I do remember, that stuck out in my mind because this woman was just bawling. I mean, you know, she was just crying.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And it impressed me because up until that time, that was the only President I had ever known.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, my father-in-law, he grew up in Michigan and he tells me the story about his, his father never called President Roosevelt, "President Roosevelt," ...
MRS. CARVER: He was a Hooverite?

MR. MCDANIEL: He called him that crippled bastard.
MRS. CARVER: Oh, dear.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... (laughter) 

MRS. CARVER: Your dad was a Hooverite?

MR. MCDANIEL: This was my father-in-law.
MRS. CARVER: Oh, your father-in-law.

MR. MCDANIEL: And it was his father ...
MRS. CARVER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ..who didn't like, didn't like him at all.
MRS. CARVER: Oh.

MR. MCDANIEL: But anyway ... 

MRS. CARVER: Yeah. But it's kind of funny that Dad would be a Republican and I always suspected that he might not have been the Republican that maybe we thought he was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: He was born and raised in Chattanooga.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, sure ...
MRS. CARVER: And John, my husband, was born and raised, until he came to Oak Ridge, in Chattanooga and he is a Democrat, I guarantee you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Well, the Republican party back then was a whole lot different than what it is, you know, now, so.
MRS. CARVER: It was a flip flop.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: A big flip flop.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you graduated in '52.
MRS. CARVER: Correct.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then what did you do?
MRS. CARVER: Well, I've already told you, I went to Miami U in Oxford, Ohio.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oxford, Ohio, right.
MRS. CARVER: And that's above Hamilton, Ohio.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Cincinnati, that area, and the reason it interested me to go there was because having been born in Winchester, Indiana, which was like 50 miles away, maybe, from there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: Every time we went back to visit my grandparents in Winchester, we always drove right straight through Oxford, Ohio. Well, as I said, World War II impressed me a lot and being female, they used the campus of Oxford, Ohio, Miami U, for Navy Reserve.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh.
MRS. CARVER: So every time we went through, during the war years, there were all these sailors running around, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: I mean, they were officer trainee type.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: So they weren't, like, in their bell bottoms and whatnot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Well, as a teenager, I thought, that's kind of interesting, you know. Hey! Men!

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: I was not adverse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Anyway, most of my friends either went far distances away or the majority went to the University of Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: They stayed close to home. We were kind of a close-to-home generation for some reason.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, right.
MRS. CARVER: So those who did leave and became doctors or lawyers or jet pilots or whatever, they didn't seem to retain the feelings for Oak Ridge as much as those of us who stuck close.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Didn't mean they didn't care about Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: We had reunions ... Oh, let me tell you that. I was on the first organizing committee and chaired the first four-class -- 1950 through 1953 -- Oak Ridge High School Reunion and I chaired five more reunions. And then, when we had our very last one of the four-classes, they disbanded. Everybody wanted to have just their class.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, just their class.
MRS. CARVER: So I quit doing that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: That was it for me right there. So I got a feeling for these people when they came back in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And we were very close, I mean, we were very, very close.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you went to Miami U?
MRS. CARVER: And then I transferred and went to the University of Chattanooga.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: I did not want to go to college to begin with.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. CARVER: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: What'd you want to do?
MRS. CARVER: I thought I was the world's next Pablo Casals... I mean, Pablo Casals... Did I have a senior moment? I think I just did! Think of a great artist.

MR. MCDANIEL: Picasso?
MRS. CARVER: Picasso! Thank you, dear.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, you were Picasso...
MRS. CARVER: That was my senior moment.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Everybody's got to have one when you're 80. So anyway, I thought that I was a great artist and I was way interested more in the arts ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: ... than I was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm just going to adjust this a little bit ...

MRS. CARVER: Ok. Anyway, I wanted to go to New York City ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: ... to Academy of Arts ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: ... and I was 18.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I was a very young 18.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: No matter how much I thought I was a very old 18.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: My parents had more sense than I did at that time, I will give them credit for that, and they said, "You're going to college."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Education was very, very big for both my parents, so that's why I ended up doing that. Well, I enjoyed it. I enjoyed going to Miami and I had fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Maybe too much fun. And then I -- I got campused a few times (laughter) but anyway ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. CARVER: If you know what campusing is (laughter) ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, absolutely.
MRS. CARVER: Anyway, and then I came back home and I told my parents, "I don't want to go back to college."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Well, we went on a family trip to Florida. My dad's mom was one of these very bohemian types. She was an artist.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: But she was a smart one. She bought a lot of land in Florida. And so, we went down there quite a bit. On the way back, Mom and Dad said, "Let's stop at the University of Chattanooga." She had a friend that worked there, who happened to be the Dean of Students.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And I found out before I left that I was enrolled. (laughter) Well, I stayed there until the summer of 1953. So I had a semester there and a semester at Miami University.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: But I'll tell you what. All the years that I worked, and no matter where I worked, I never felt a lack of a college education. And I think life experiences probably did me more good ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... than a formal education. And particularly after I started working with some of these engineers ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... and geologists. Well, we'll get to that later, but anyway ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. CARVER: I just never felt the lack.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I don't know why, you know. I've always been able to hold my own.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you went there for the rest of that year.
MRS. CARVER: Mmm-hmmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then what did you do?
MRS. CARVER: Well, then, I was a playground director.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Oak Ridge had a recreation department ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So you came back home. Came back to Oak Ridge.
MRS. CARVER: Yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Yeah, Mom and Dad said, "You're going to do something." and I said, "Ok." So Rabbit Grove, Carl "Rabbit" Grove, that was his nickname... not Grove, Yearwood. Rabbit Grove was the first pro at Oak Ridge Country Club. Rabbit Yearwood, Carl Yearwood.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... was the director of the Oak Ridge Recreation Department and they oversaw all the playgrounds summer program, the ball parks and all that sort of stuff. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: Wildcat Den. He was there a lot. He was like a second dad or uncle to an awful lot of teenagers. Not to me, but, I mean, I liked him, it wasn't that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: So anyway, another -- they always had two, a gal and a guy who were chosen to go as playground directors. And that was considered quite a plum at that time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: ... to get that. It wasn't the money ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... it was the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Prestige.
MRS. CARVER: ... yeah... 
MR. MCDANIEL: Let me have that.
MRS. CARVER: The social climbing, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: Well, a guy named Doug Howell, H-O-W-E-L-L, who graduated Class of '51, and I were on that playground. Well, while we were there, our kids were not all just little bitty kids, I mean, they went all the way up to high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And we liked to play ball a lot, supposedly soft ball (laughter) but anyway, we had this one guy who thought, "Oh, wouldn't it be great to bring a baseball."

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. CARVER: I just happened to be batting. He wound up and threw that ball and it hit me right in the eye.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, man!
MRS. CARVER: And I think I probably had problems ever since because of that, without realizing it. You know, off and on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: I mean, nothing serious.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. CARVER: By the time the summer was over, Doug and I were engaged.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: And he was a basketball player, had played for Oak Ridge High School and he was going to college and he was going to Miami University in Miami, Florida.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And he was a center, playing for them. So that's why I ended up down in Miami, going to Cornett Academy of Modeling.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: And because Mom and Dad felt like, well, Doug could look after me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. CARVER: So anyhow, after I graduated from Cornett Academy -- this took about five, six months, something like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was the what? What academy?
MRS. CARVER: Cornett ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Cornett Academy.
MRS. CARVER: ... Academy of Modeling.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right.
MRS. CARVER: It was the Southern equivalent of the Ford modeling agency in New York.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. CARVER: There had been some very famous people who had, models, who had come out of that. The only modeling job I ever had -- I was considered at that time, you couldn't tell by looking at me now -- was runway model.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: You didn't have to be skinny as a beanpole then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And the very first fashion show that I was in, which was part of our graduation exercises was at the Ambassador Hotel, I think it was the Ambassador or the Americana, it was one of those two on Miami Beach.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: It was one of the big ones at the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: Now it's probably nothing. Probably tore it down like Las Vegas.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: But anyway, they put a runway out over the pool and so we did our little turns and all this routine. Well I was doing just great. I thought I was just it until I made one turn too many and I ended up in the pool and I couldn't swim a lick. (laughter) That ended my modeling career.

MR. MCDANIEL: That ended your modeling career.
MRS. CARVER: Yeah. As Dad said, "Karen couldn't walk down the hall in the D house without hitting both walls," you know, so. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: That's hilarious.
MRS. CARVER: I was not destined to be a model.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. CARVER: So anyway, I came back to Oak Ridge and then eventually Doug and I broke our engagement and he married somebody and I married after I went to the airlines. Prior to going to the airline, I worked as a dental assistant for Dr. Willard Burgess, Sr. ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: ... for a couple of years, almost a couple of years, while I was waiting to be 21 so I could be a stewardess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: You had to be 21 at that time. They had an age minimum and max and the max was 27.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Twenty-one to 27 so you had a short span there, you know. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Short span. Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: And most of them got married anyway so it didn't matter. And you had to be a certain height, between and between.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: You couldn't be over five-eight, I believe it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I was five, almost five-seven. And you couldn't be over a certain weight.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Or under. And I had a friend that I went to high school with and she was one of these -- she would have been a good model. She was a real toothpick. I mean, she was a toothpick.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And that poor gal did everything she could trying to become a stewardess. And she would eat bananas and milkshakes and, you know, she never could get on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. She never could put it on.
MRS. CARVER: So anyway ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Wouldn't that be a nice problem to have?
MRS. CARVER: Uh-huh!

MR. MCDANIEL: So ...
MRS. CARVER: So how are we coming along here?

MR. MCDANIEL: Let's move it along here.
MRS. CARVER: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: I try to keep it to about an hour.
MRS. CARVER: Ok. Good luck. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: The ... So you came back to Oak Ridge and then you turned 21 and got a job with the airline industries.

MRS. CARVER: With the airline for two years. Married in '57.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Married at First Baptist Church, which was his church.

MR. MCDANIEL: Here in Oak Ridge?
MRS. CARVER: Mmm-hmm. Yeah, everything's in Oak Ridge from this point, Ok.
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, did you meet him here?
MRS. CARVER: We went to high school together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right.
MRS. CARVER: Yeah, he was a year younger.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Right.
MRS. CARVER: And he was Class of '53.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And he's the one I had the three children by.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: And we were married from'57 to '85.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you were in Oak Ridge the whole time.
MRS. CARVER: After that.

MR. MCDANIEL: After that.

MRS. CARVER: After the airlines, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You've been in Oak Ridge ever since, haven't you?
MRS. CARVER: We lived in, first, when we got married, we lived in a E-1 on the corner of New York and Pennsylvania.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: Or New York and Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, Tennessee. Yep, yep.
MRS. CARVER: Then we lived in an E-2 on Fairview Road. Then we lived in a B cemesto on Dalton Road. Then, when my daughter was born, right before she was born, we bought a house on Nebraska Avenue.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: So, I was there until after the divorce.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And I lived there for a couple of years longer after we were divorced.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: And then, I bought a townhouse on Golfcrest Lane which I still own and lease.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And when John and I got married in '03, we started looking for a house of our own.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I knew that I was going to get Mom's house. She hadn't died at that time, but she was very, very ill and I kind of wanted to keep that D house. You know, I had a lot of attachment to it over the years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.
MRS. CARVER: But, here I had a townhouse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah ...
MRS. CARVER: I would have had the D house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: John and I wanted our own place ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.

MRS. CARVER: ... and he was very adamant about the kind of place he wanted to have.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. CARVER: So we ended up on Gum Hollow Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: We have an acre of woods, primarily. With a driveway that's about a football field long. Which you don't want to have when it snows.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: He had property in Cali... Los Angeles, Las Vegas and Sparks/Reno.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: We had too many pieces of property.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Of course.

MRS. CARVER: You know, we had to get this stuff narrowed down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: That was one of the reasons I went ahead and sold ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... the D house. I still kind of regret it but, you know, you can't go back, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... when you were married the first time, you raised your kids in Oak Ridge.

MRS. CARVER: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you lived on Nebraska Avenue.
MRS. CARVER: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And did you work?
MRS. CARVER: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: (laughter) Yeah, I worked. It seemed like I worked a couple of years here and there. I'd buy furniture. I'd have a kid.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And then I'd stop working. Then I'd go back to work, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MRS. CARVER: So let me think now. Ok. We've already got back to Oak Ridge. Let's see, 1960s, I worked for Burgess, no I worked for the radio station.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. WATO.
MRS. CARVER: Then I worked briefly for what was called ORINS. O-R-I-N-S [Oak Ridge Institute for Nuclear Studies], which became Oak Ridge Associated Universities.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: At that time, I worked as a receptionist/transcriptionist. Boy, if you try to transcribe some of those accents.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it medical transcription?
MRS. CARVER: Medical.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Nuclear.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: It was a research, there were a lot of ... when somebody dies ... where you talk about them. Where are you, John? He's my other half-brain and if I can't think of it he does and vice versa.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, I understand.
MRS. CARVER: But anyway, when they die and you have the transcription and they write it up and they talk about, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The autopsy?
MRS. CARVER: Thank you, dear. Thank you. You're my other brain now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Autopsy. Ok.
MRS. CARVER: So anyway, I had an awful lot of those which was really depressing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I'm sure.
MRS. CARVER: They took on a lot of children, surprisingly, here at Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: During that period, I found out after I had already started working, I found out I was pregnant with my second son.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: That was wonderful. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I had to leave because, after they wanted my blood, they said, "Could we have some of pregnant blood?" I said, "Oh, sure, why not?"

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: Because of all the hazards ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah. Sure.
MRS. CARVER: ... that were there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: ... that I could've been exposed to.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: So after I left, I had an opp ... I could have gone back. But, you know, I had the kid and I thought ... I was one of those, after I had them I decided to stay home for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: And so then, from there, I went to ... John, where did I go? Oh! Oak Ridge National Laboratory.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: And I worked as a publications assistant/tour coordinator/columnist for the ORNL news.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: I scheduled and took the tours throughout the plant, going in and out of all the facilities, explaining it and blah, blah, this and that. Most of the time I didn't know what I was talking about. (laughter) I babysat the Graphite Reactor occasionally at the very first and then eventually I didn't have to do that anymore. They hired somebody else part time. I did that until '71, then I went to work for Oak Ridge School Administration and I was secretary to the Director of Research and Grants.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Kind of boring job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And... Then what did I do? Let's see ... I opened my own business, K's Antiques and Collectibles. At that time the old hospital, this one wing, was still standing. It was the doctor's building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: And they had a big conference room, fireplace, beautiful hardwood floors, big room, that they rented to me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CARVER: So I opened K's Antiques... that's capital, "K" apostrophe "s"...

MR. MCDANIEL: What year was that, about?
MRS. CARVER: Ah! Let's see, where's my notes? I have it all written down, kiddo.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Where were my notes? K's Antiques and Collectibles, '79 to '81.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: And there were four gals who had opened up Clinton Antique Mall.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: They kept wanting me to come in with them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And I kept, nah, nah, nah... Well, after a while I realized I couldn't afford to hire anybody. You couldn't just close the shop down and leave and go find more inventory.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: So, you know, you lose customers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: So finally I said, "Ok." So I went over there and was there until '85 or '86 after my divorce.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where was that? Where?
MRS. CARVER: In Clinton, Clinton Antique Mall.

MR. MCDANIEL: In Clinton. Right, right, right ...
MRS. CARVER: And so I did that, like I said. After that, I knew I had to have an income coming in from somewhere and this was not just being able to play around anymore.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: And so that's when I worked for Volunteer Realty as a receptionist secretary. Then what'd I do? Let's see, where are we getting up to here? Let's see where we ... (laughter) Ok, all right, that takes me up to '88.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Eighty-six to '88. Eighty-eight to '97 I was purchasing agent first for Halliburton, Brown, and Root, AIT. It was a five region, regional offices, five states, located here in Oak Ridge where the Tower is now. Jackson -- we called it Jackson Tower, I don't know what it's called now ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. CARVER: Where all the doctors are. And then I became, I wrote contracts both for government and commercial, ordering, the usual stuff when you think of a purchasing agent.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And then bosses changed and I became his admin. assistant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what company was this?
MRS. CARVER: This was, started out as NUS.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Nuclear Utility Services.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: That was out of Gaithersburg, Maryland. They were merged with Haliburton.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: So when I first started out we had letterhead that said, "NUS" blah, blah, blah. Within a very short time, it became, "NUS-Halliburton". Everything had to change again. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Then, it said, "NUS..." or "Halliburton ..." they changed it over, "Halliburton-NUS Brown & Root".

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Then they decided they needed an environmental firm in Oak Ridge. "Haliburton-NUS Brown & Root Environmental". That was between 1988 and '97. And I retired at age 62. I said, that's it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: I've had enough.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: So that ended my working career.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And I don't ever want to go back to work again.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly, exactly. So, you ... you were having the reunions, your high school reunions.

MRS. CARVER: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: And you saw John, your current husband.
MRS. CARVER: He told you about that, didn't he?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Tell me your side of the story.
MRS. CARVER: Well, I know what he told me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: He said when we got together eventually, that he had had a crush on me since eighth grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I didn't know that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Obviously. In 2002, we had our 50th high school reunion.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Class of '52. Ok.
MR. MCDANIEL: Class of '52. Yeah.
MRS. CARVER: And I hadn't even planned on going. I mean, I would have been kind of bored with all that show. Well, Jackie and Jay Searcy, used to be Jackie Hildebrand, and Jay Searcy -- we were all real close, by the way, been close all through high school. Jay was in the crowd I ran around with and best friend to one of my dates and so forth.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: But anyway, Jay said, "You will go." I said, "No, I won't." He said, "I'm paying for you." I said, "No, you're not." He did. Well, then I felt an obligation to go.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: So ... I just didn't care.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I mean, I dressed up, I cleaned up. It wasn't that. I didn't go to, like this, in blue jeans. But anyway ... And that Friday night we were at the Wildcat Den, what we still call the Wildcat Den.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: For an informal, you know, get together and everything and John came in. Eventually, he hunted me down and we started talking and another friend, a female friend, of mine, one of these... she's worse than I am, believe me. She's one of these that likes to butt in all the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And I could tell he was really kind of wanting to talk to me, but this was getting toward 10 o'clock and I said, "I've had it. I'm going home," you know. So I left him standing there and he said, "You can't leave. You're not leaving are you?" and I said, "Oh, yeah, I'm leaving. Bye, y'all have fun." and I left. The next night, when we got to the -- we were at the Garden Plaza. At that time it was the Garden Plaza, the ballroom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: And I was with my table and group, you know, and he was out there somewhere. And I remember about the time that they had the call for going to the buffet.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And I had brought some pictures for someone and I was trying to find them so I was walking across the dance floor. And all of a sudden, here this person is standing there and I get a peck and, as he told me, he said, "I was not aiming for your neck." (laughter) I said I didn't even remember. But, it was a very bad time for me because my very best girlfriend was in the hospital in Knoxville dying. Knoxville, dying, and we weren't sure how much longer she was going to live.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And her brother, who, by the way, was the guy I had gone steady with in high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. CARVER: He and his wife didn't come to the reunion because of this and she did die a few days later.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: So I was not really concentrating that much as I would normally have been at a reunion.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I was kind of with my crowd at the table.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. CARVER: But other than that, it wasn't a really good night for me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: So I ... I saw him and that was it. I said, "Oh, I'm trying to find so-and-so." So I left him standing there. Well, he got back to Reno Sparks. We started emailing. Now, this reunion was in October of '02. By Christmas, we were engaged.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CARVER: I was the person who never thought they would remarry! Now, I have to back up on John’s interview. He said there were things that he didn't get to clarify. He married in '52, right out of high school to one of our classmates, Helen McDougal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: They went to Los Angeles, California. They separated in '57 and the divorce was final in '61.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: He remarried a California girl. John never had children by the first marriage.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. CARVER: The second marriage, she had been married before and John became the father of a five-year-old boy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: And then they had two daughters.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Pat, his second wife, died in July of '01. She had emphysema and he had taken care of her. She was an invalid in a wheelchair for about 10 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MRS. CARVER: So he had a bad experience with all that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: So I was surprised he wanted to get married again.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: But, we got married in May of 2003, and we married in my mother's living room. And Judge James Scott, "Buddy" to me, anyway ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... because we were all in high school together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: When John and I got married, Buddy performed the ceremony.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: In our, in Mom's house. Yeah, I still think of it as my house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. I understand.

MRS. CARVER: I guess I'll always think of it as my house, but it isn't. So anyway ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: Yeah, so that's how John and I got together. And I don't regret it at all, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I mean, we both get mad as the devil at each other sometimes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure, of course.

MRS. CARVER: A typical married couple. But it's been a good thing for both of us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good.
MRS. CARVER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good.
MRS. CARVER: He got rid of his property in California, he got rid of his property in Vegas.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And he has his two daughters, each have one of the, they call them condos out there, we call them townhouses here. They each have one of those there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And obviously I don't have Mom's house but I've got my Golfcrest townhome. I'm hanging onto that just in case, you know. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. CARVER: You never know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: So that pretty much take you there. I don't know what all was talked about in Mom's interview. But Dad, along with some other men, including Clark Center. Do you know who he was?

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, yes.
MRS. CARVER: And Gene Joyce and several other men, they decided they wanted a golf course in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: That was the beginning of Oak Ridge Country Club.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: They invested. Clark Center used his pull ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... and had heavy equipment taken to clear off the land.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. CARVER: Which is where the Oak Ridge Country Club is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: The clubhouse was a very small, white concrete block building. I mean, we're talking about ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... it probably isn't much longer, larger than a ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Shed.
MRS. CARVER: ... than a B house living room. Ok.
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. Exactly, exactly...
MRS. CARVER: And we kids, and I say, "kids" because some of the others had kids -- the parents took advantage of us. We would go out and we would pull up weeds. We would get rid of rocks. And I'm not talking about pebbles, I'm talking about rocks. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. CARVER: Trying to avoid snakes, you know and chiggers and all that sort of stuff. So, we really worked to clear, help clear off that place ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The Country Club.
MRS. CARVER: ... and get it going.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CARVER: Yeah. So Dad was an original investor and charter member. And then ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What was your dad's first name?
MRS. CARVER: Bill. William Moore Reynolds.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right, sure.
MRS. CARVER: Mom's was Doris Gartley Reynolds.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Then, they were also investors and owners, or whatever you want to call it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Developers. Of Emory Valley.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. CARVER: Subdivision. And there were about seven guys that originally went into it. Dad ended up being treasurer of the corporation, the Emory Valley Corporation. Mom was secretary.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Everybody that were the originals were given a chance to get a lot out there. Well, everybody wanted the lot that was facing the river, going down Emory Road you end up at the river.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MRS. CARVER: That one on the corner that used to have a huge, giant oak tree or whatever. It's a beautiful lot. But they had to draw numbers.

MR. MCDANIEL: They had to draw lots.
MRS. CARVER: Dad drew the last number. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MRS. CARVER: And Mom was so mad. (laughter) 

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet.
MRS. CARVER: So they debated and debated about it and finally they just sold the lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And they decided to stay in, where they were at 109 Ulysses Lane.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly. Yeah.
MRS. CARVER: Because they enjoyed traveling, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: So, that's how that all ended up. In my early years, one of our hangouts was, of course, the playgrounds, Pine Valley. We all went there, and Pine Valley Drug Store.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. CARVER: And Doc -- I don't know his first name -- Overstreet.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now was that where the little strip is across from the administration building now?

MRS. CARVER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: All of the… 

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was fairly close to you.
MRS. CARVER: Uh-huh. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. CARVER: Well, that's where school administration is, too, and that's where I ended up going back to work, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: But we used to go up there and I remember two or three different things. I remember getting rock candy. You know what rock candy is?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, I do.
MRS. CARVER: Most people don't. I remember going there getting a little bag of rock candy, you know. They made, oh, the best ... I liked malts and sodas and that sort of stuff. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: And, you know, they had comic books and movie magazines. Oh, I was a big movie magazine buff. You know, the movies. We loved the movies back then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. CARVER: But, you know, I think we had what would consider a normal growing up except for the fact that we lived behind gates.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: In the early years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: I can remember, I still have my badge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you really?
MRS. CARVER: Mmm-hmmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. CARVER: I've got a lot of ... I'm a pack rat. I keep stuff. I'm not a hoarder, I'm a pack rat.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... I understand the difference.

MRS. CARVER: The one thing that was a benefit for Mom, she had a very bitter marriage and divorce from my biological father.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And, at first, this was an era where they awarded to both parents. So I had winter months, nine months with Mom ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... and the other with Carl and his then wife. He married four times. But they lived in Alexandria, Virginia, and he worked at the torpedo plant there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: During the war.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: I was tagged every summer and put on a troop train -- well, it was a train but it was mostly troops.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: Going from Knoxville, the L&N Station, and sent to D.C. and then the return trip the same way. The one thing I remember about it was I was always sick by the time I got there because all those troops, those guy, you know, they kept feeding this poor little kid, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, of course.
MRS. CARVER: With a tag like a refugee, you know. (laughter) 

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course, of course.
MRS. CARVER: That was a safe time to travel.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, of course.

MRS. CARVER: Heaven knows what could have happened to a little kid at that time, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah.
MRS. CARVER: But, during one of those times, when I got off the train I was eleven years old. The gates hadn't opened yet. And when I came back, I told Mom that I did not want to go back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I think, being a selfish kid -- and we were all selfish when we were kids -- Mom and Dad and my brother got to do all these, what I thought, were wonderful things during the summer and I wasn't there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, exactly. Exactly.
MRS. CARVER: I wanted to be there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. CARVER: So, they ended up going back to Chattanooga and, you know, going through the ... Mom, divorce was, I mean, the custody ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Court.
MRS. CARVER: ... was final...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. CARVER: But during that interim, when the next summer rolled around, before the gates were opened ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: ... Carl came to the gate and tried to get in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. CARVER: Well, they called from the gate and Mom, they said, "Hey, we got so-and-so out here ..." and, you know, blah, blah, blah, and she said, "No." He couldn't get in.

MR. MCDANIEL: He couldn't get in.
MRS. CARVER: So that was a benefit ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was a benefit.
MRS. CARVER: ... on unwanted visitors.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. That's true.

MRS. CARVER: You cannot get in.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true.
MRS. CARVER: You know. So anyway, there's sidelights, there's personal things that go on, things that wouldn't be interesting to anybody but those concerned.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. CARVER: You know, like I said, it was a very ... very impressive time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. CARVER: Because the memories that are there are things that I don't think will mean that much to those that are behind us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. CARVER: I don't think my kids could care.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I really don't.

MRS. CARVER: Right.
MRS. CARVER: I don't think the generations that have followed us really care that much.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. I understand.

MRS. CARVER: You know, it's kind of sad in a way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's the reason that we're doing this is to capture those stories because somebody's going to care.
MRS. CARVER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, so ...
MRS. CARVER: Well, I'm into ancestry.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And I have, ever since 2004 and I'm still doing it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And I've traced, you know, my husband, myself ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. CARVER: But, now, my daughter is interested in that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MRS. CARVER: But it reflects directly on her.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, of course.
MRS. CARVER: You know. This other, Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Not so much ...
MRS. CARVER: She doesn't care a thing about coming back to Oak Ridge. By the way, all three kids went to Oak Ridge schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Scott, my oldest, started out at Elm Grove and then ended up going to the new Linden.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: And Robertsville and Oak Ridge High School and the other two without Elm Grove.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: Linden, you know. So, and they were all pretty active, too. So ... Nobody played football, nobody played basketball, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. CARVER: The son that could have, the oldest son, didn't like physical contact. (laughter) My middle son, who was small for his age, loves basketball and couldn't play because he was too little.

MR. MCDANIEL: Too little.
MRS. CARVER: And my daughter was into music, so, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, Karen, thank you. Thank you so much.
MRS. CARVER: I think that's probably way enough, isn't it?

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, thank you ...
MRS. CARVER: I've got notes for you ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well thank you for taking time to talk with us ...
MRS. CARVER: Oh, well, I'm glad we finally got together. I gave you that?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, you did.
MRS. CARVER: You can look at that and get spellings and that sort of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right. Sure. Absolutely.
MRS. CARVER: Give it to Jordan or whatever. She's a nice gal. I like her.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right. Well, thank you so much.
MRS. CARVER: Oh, you're very welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'll wrap this up and ...
MRS. CARVER: Thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... thank you.
MRS. CARVER: Thank you.

[End of Interview]
[Editor’s Note: Portions of this interview have been edited at Mrs. Reynold’s request. The corresponding audio and video components have remained unchanged.]
66

