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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is November, 21, 2014 and I am at my studio in Oak Ridge and I've got my neighbor, Laura Anderson, with me today. Laura, thank you for taking time to talk with us.
MS. ANDERSON: Thank you for asking me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, we had a little bit of a practice session because I didn't have everything turned on so we're going to start over... excuse me. So, let's, like I said, I know a little bit about you but not very much, so let's start at the beginning. Why don't you tell me where you were born and raised, something about your family.
MS. ANDERSON: Well, I was born in Coral Gables, Florida, in 1935. My father was a policeman with the Coral Gables Police Force. My mother was a nurse.

MR. MCDANIEL: She worked at the hospital?
MS. ANDERSON: I don't think she was really working there. She was introduced to my father through another relative who was living in Coral Gables and so that's how she got down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON: My father was killed in the line of duty when I was three and after that, we went and lived with various relatives from time to time. We were -- she was trying to get her life back together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. ANDERSON: We went to Chardon, Ohio. My mother's sister and her family lived there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON: They had three children and they were...

MR. MCDANIEL: And were you an only child?
MS. ANDERSON: I was an only child, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was just you and your mother?
MS. ANDERSON: Mmm-hmm. And so we lived there off and on, I'm not sure of the time length, I would say several years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON: And then, we went to Corinth, Mississippi, to live with my Dad's brother and his family. They did not have any children at that time. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MS. ANDERSON: But I started first grade in Corinth, Mississippi, and had a wonderful time. They had an old motel and a restaurant and they made all their sandwich food and everything there. And then, when the Second World War started, my mother enlisted and I went to live with an aunt and uncle and three -- four children over in Birmingham, Alabama. 

MR. MCDANIEL: And how old was your mother when ... about that time?
MS. ANDERSON: You know, I don't know. I really don' t know.

MR. MCDANIEL: She was young ... 

MS. ANDERSON: She was not ... she was not real young because I know, she told me one time she enlisted in the service because of her age she had to get special permission.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: Because she was a little bit older than one going in. So, I went to live with my aunt and uncle in Birmingham. He had two sisters who lived nearby who were old maid school teachers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: And they did not think that I could have possibly learned anything in that country school in Corinth, Mississippi.

MR. MCDANIEL: 'Cause you just went ... You were just in Corinth what, your kindergarten or first grade?
MS. ANDERSON: They didn't have kindergarten. I must have been in first grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: First grade, right.
MS. ANDERSON: 'Cause I don't think ... Nobody had kindergarten at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. ANDERSON: So, my uncle's two sisters were convinced I knew nothing and I needed to start school in first grade again in Birmingham.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. Ok.
MS. ANDERSON: Birmingham school system was a little different in that they started two different sessions. They would have one session that started, like, in January and then one after summer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.

MS. ANDERSON: So, it had like, one A, one B.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MS. ANDERSON: Well, I stayed there until I... Mom came out of service and we moved to Oak Ridge and I had completed half of the sixth grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. ANDERSON: When we moved, because of this split system…
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MS. ANDERSON: So, she learned about Oak Ridge from an uncle that had lived in Corinth, Mississippi. He had come to work in Oak Ridge for a brief time and that's how she found out about Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: And we came here. I think it was in 1946. I believe.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. ANDERSON: So I started the sixth grade over again because of the, quote, "progressive" school system here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. ANDERSON: And so... And it was the best thing. I really would have, not have prospered had I not gone to the middle school at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.

MS. ANDERSON: But I had a hard... hard time adjusting. I don't think I said anything in class 'til about half way through the sixth grade. Had a wonderful teacher and she was very patient with me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, which elementary school did you go to?
MS. ANDERSON: Pine Valley.

MR. MCDANIEL: You went to Pine Valley.
MS. ANDERSON: Where the school administration building is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MS. ANDERSON: So then, after sixth grade ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: So you were, what? Like 12 or so? Twelve or 13?

MS. ANDERSON: About 12, mmm-hmm. I think I was 13 in the seventh grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MS. ANDERSON: At that time, Robertsville, which is now ... which was then Jefferson Junior High School ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON: ... was in the Robertsville ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... building.
MS. ANDERSON: ... building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Or location, anyway.
MS. ANDERSON: Right. And so, I went through junior high at Jefferson.

MR. MCDANIEL: Which was just two years then, wasn't it? Was it just seventh and eighth or was it seventh, eighth and ninth?
MS. ANDERSON: I believe it was seventh and eighth at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MS. ANDERSON: And then, moved on to the high school which was above Blankenship Field.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MS. ANDERSON: And finished there. Graduated in 1953.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: Now... Trying to think... Now, we ... My senior year was when the new high school was completed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: The new, now old. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Now, did you go to that one your senior year? Did you go to the...?

MS. ANDERSON: I did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MS. ANDERSON: Our class, the class of 1952 was the first class to graduate in that building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON: But my class was the first to go their senior year and graduate.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. I interviewed a fellow the other day, Carl Ledbetter.

MS. ANDERSON: I know that name, but...

MR. MCDANIEL: He was class of '53, I think.

MS. ANDERSON: Well, that was my class. Carl Ledbetter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Or was it...? Maybe he was class of '54. Maybe that's what it was. I think he was a year behind your ... behind you because he said he went two years to the new high school.

MS. ANDERSON: That would be right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, maybe it was '54. So you graduated in '53.

MS. ANDERSON: '53, uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, let's talk a little bit before we move on from there.
MS. ANDERSON: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let's talk about you coming to Oak Ridge as a child and going to school. Now, where did you and your mother live when you came to Oak Ridge? When you first got here?
MS. ANDERSON: We were very fortunate to get an E-2 apartment building. And we lived on 253 Vermont Ave. It's right where the bank is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Yeah.
MS. ANDERSON: That big round bank.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure, sure.

MS. ANDERSON: And so, we were right there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right there.
MS. ANDERSON: And there were several E-2 buildings that were ... sort of made a community.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MS. ANDERSON: And we had some wonderful, wonderful neighbors that we kept for years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON: And kept in touch with.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where did your mother work?
MS. ANDERSON: At the Oak Ridge Hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, so she went to work at the hospital.
MS. ANDERSON: She was in the original hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON: She worked there for 10 years and then she moved to eastern Kentucky to work in the United Mine Workers' hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. ANDERSON: One of the doctors from here, Williams ... what was his first name? Anyway ... he went up there as a doctor and I was in college at the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: And so, the pay was better.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MS. ANDERSON: So he encouraged her to come up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON: While I was in school. 

MR. MCDANIEL: While you were in school.
MS. ANDERSON: And I went to the University of Chattanooga, which was a private, small school at the time. It was not part of the University of Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's now Chattanooga State, isn't it?
MS. ANDERSON: It's UTK ...

MR. MCDANIEL: UT ... Yeah, UTC. UT Chattanooga.
MS. ANDERSON: UTK. It was UTC when I went there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok. So what was it like... So, that would have been the late ‘40s, early ‘50s that you were a child in Oak Ridge. What was it like living here?
MS. ANDERSON: It was wonderful. You know, the gates were still up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. ANDERSON: The fence was still up.

MR. MCDANIEL: 'Til March '49. That's when it came down.
MS. ANDERSON: Right. And, you know, you just ... there was no class distinction. Everybody was just the same. It was a very safe environment, you know. I just had wonderful friends I met, you know, through school here that I still am in touch with. Lot of them still live here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. ANDERSON: But, oh, it was really very nice.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, was ... Were you close enough to Jackson Square, to Townsite, to walk up there or not? That's a little far away ...
MS. ANDERSON: But we had bus service.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure.
MS. ANDERSON: And, like, on Saturdays you could get a bus to Jackson Square to go to the theater for 10 cents and then get the bus back home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MS. ANDERSON: You know, you just never felt unsafe, unfortunately, like the kids are today.

MR. MCDANIEL: But ... And your parents ... your mother, she didn't worry about you, did she? 

MS. ANDERSON: Oh, no, not at all.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, as far as being safe.
MS. ANDERSON: No, not at all. Now, she worked straight days.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did she?
MS. ANDERSON: Yeah. So, then, at one point, well, we had a friend of hers who lived with us. She was a nurse also.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MS. ANDERSON: But they met in the Army.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON: And she was from Ohio. But, it was just ... I just have fond memories.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. ANDERSON: I know at Pine Valley, I was always very shy. But there was a wonderful art teacher and she would stay with me after school and let me do projects in the art room and I never ... never appreciated that until much later. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure.
MS. ANDERSON: And then, I don't remember how I got home. I guess I walked from there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON: That would be within walking distance.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure exactly.
MS. ANDERSON: But I can't think of anything unusual that happened.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember your teacher's name in sixth grade? Do you remember her ... who it was?
MS. ANDERSON: I remember Mrs. Hall.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MS. ANDERSON: I think she was my she was either my ... I think she was my sixth grade teacher. My seventh grade teacher, I can see her face right now, I can't think of her name. But we kept in touch for a long time afterward.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, in seventh and eighth grade did you ... did you have just one teacher or was it like it is now where you change classes?
MS. ANDERSON: Let me try and think here ... I think we basically had a home room teacher. Now Margaret Gottshaw, who is still living here, was my seventh grade P.E. teacher.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right? Is that right?
MS. ANDERSON: I have pictures of her.

MR. MCDANIEL:  My goodness.

MS. ANDERSON: We go back a long way.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, exactly, exactly. So, what was it like being a teenager, you know, in high school here in Oak Ridge? I mean, was there a lot to do? Was there ... and you probably ... you don't strike me as the type to get into a lot of trouble. 

MS. ANDERSON: No, no I didn't. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  But, I mean, was there a lot of activities? Or was it kind of your typical small town?
MS. ANDERSON: Well, I guess it was more like a typical small town. I didn't, probably, participate in a lot of things because I had to be home.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON: 'Course, my neighbors looked out for me.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. ANDERSON: I did intramurals. Loved to do volleyball.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, did you?
MS. ANDERSON: Back when the half-court basketball was in season for the girls, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  For the girls. Right.
MS. ANDERSON: I can't really recall anything I did out ... in school in junior high. It was ... 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Do you remember ... excuse me ... Do you remember, you know, Oak Ridge was, really, it still was a secret city, you know. It really was.

MS. ANDERSON: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Do you remember much talk about that or much talk about what went on in Oak Ridge?

MS. ANDERSON: Not at all.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Not at all.
MS. ANDERSON: No.

MR. MCDANIEL:  They just ... People just didn't talk about it, did they?
MS. ANDERSON: No, they didn't. I guess we were so young it just ... you know, we were just there.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. ANDERSON: And life carried ... went on as normal.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. ANDERSON: I'm thinking back. I did participate in, like, student council and choir and things like that in junior high.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. ANDERSON: But not much in the extracurricular kind of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON: But it was a wonderful time.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Did you have any teachers that had a real -- I mean in junior high or high school -- that had a, you know, you said your art teacher would stay after, but did you have any other teachers that had a really major impact on you, you know, your career choice, which we'll get to a little bit later?
MS. ANDERSON: Not on my career choice, I don't believe. I was trying to think of Mrs. Dempsey. She was my teacher in seventh grade and she was always very interested in, not just me, but all the students, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MS. ANDERSON: In high school, I remember two that were particularly influential in my life, was Margaret Mars. She ... I had geography from her. And the thing I remember most about her: she left the room, you know what happens. Everybody starts chitter chatting. But she always wore shoes that clicked down the hall so you knew when she was coming back. She never sneaked up on you.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MS. ANDERSON: By the time she got in the room, everybody was quiet again. And ... who was the other one I was thinking of? I can't think right this minute. Who did I say?

MR. MCDANIEL:  You said Margaret Mars. 

MS. ANDERSON: Mrs. Dempsey.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Mrs. Dempsey.
MS. ANDERSON: Well there was another P.E. teacher, she's been passed away a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MS. ANDERSON: I can't recall her name right this minute.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Who was your principal when you were in high school? Do you remember?
MS. ANDERSON: Yes, if I can think of it ... I believe ... 

MR. MCDANIEL:  It's ok.
MS. ANDERSON: Pat ... she's here in town. I can't think of it right this minute.

MR. MCDANIEL:  It's ok. If you asked me mine, I couldn't remember mine right now anyway. I'd have to think about it for a while. But anyway ... So, you and your mother, you lived here and she worked at the hospital and went to high school and you graduated high school. Tell me ... tell me what happened then.
MS. ANDERSON: Well, I applied to the University of Chattanooga and was accepted. Got a small scholarship. And, at that time, mainly town people went there. It's a very small school.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MS. ANDERSON: And so there was only one dorm.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.

MS. ANDERSON: And everybody from out of town lived in that dorm.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON: And I ... on the weekends it was pretty bleak because all the home people stayed home, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, exactly.

MS. ANDERSON: But I met ... I had some really good roommates and was very fortunate like that, but one friend was my next door neighbor my freshman year and we became good friends and we roomed together the next three years.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MS. ANDERSON: And her home was in Crossville.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: And my mother was in eastern Kentucky by this time.

MR. MCDANIEL:  By that time your mother had moved.

MS. ANDERSON: And, so, she had ... her name was Clyde Sailors, and we always laughed because she would get invitations to fraternities.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah, because of her name.

MS. ANDERSON: So that became an item.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, uh-huh...
MS. ANDERSON: But she had an aunt who lived in Chattanooga and went home to Crossville most weekends.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON: So, I started going home with Clyde and her aunt to her house -- to Clyde's house.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: And her family pretty much adopted me and they're wonderful people, just wonderful people.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I'm sure.
MS. ANDERSON: So, that was my home away from home.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, exactly.
MS. ANDERSON: And so, we did that ... Well, in fact, she just ... She died 10 years ago. Her husband just died November 4.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, my.
MS. ANDERSON: And we stayed very close friends.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON: All these years. But that made my life palatable.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I bet. What were you ...? What were you studying?

MS. ANDERSON: I started out ... Well, I started in physical education with the idea of going into physical therapy.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: And changing over my junior year. But I would have had to change schools, so I just stayed in physical education.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON: And graduated that way.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So ... So I guess you were ... What were you ...? certified or qualified to do with that degree? Teach?
MS. ANDERSON: Oh, yeah. In fact, we were certified K-12 which is no longer a possibility.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?

MS. ANDERSON: Uh-huh. And yes, I planned to teach, which I did. I also, in physical education, you end up with a minor in science.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: So I really could have taught science.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Could have taught science ... 

MS. ANDERSON: If I wanted to, but I never wanted to.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, exactly.

MS. ANDERSON: But after I graduated there in 1957 ... 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Which would have been 57 years ago, wouldn't it?

MS. ANDERSON: I guess it was.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, today I'm 57 and I was born in 1957, so ... (laughter)

MS. ANDERSON: I swear! Oh, my gosh.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I know. I know.
MS. ANDERSON: Whew! Well, that puts a different slant on things.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I know. But anyway, so you graduated in '57.
MS. ANDERSON: That summer, there was some people from a very exclusive camp in Maine, Bridgeton, Maine, came down and recruited some of us to go up there to work.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: And, it turned out to be not a very good experience.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.

MS. ANDERSON: But it was a good ... it was an experience, let me put it that way.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON: I had to leave there early 'cause I was given... I had a job in North Miami, Florida, at William Jennings Bryan Elementary School.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
MS. ANDERSON: So, it was a K-2 ... 6 -- K-6 school.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I guarantee you they wouldn't be naming schools after William Jennings Bryan today, would they?
MS. ANDERSON: No, probably not.

MR. MCDANIEL:  No, they wouldn't.
MS. ANDERSON: But it was a wonderful school.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Was it?
MS. ANDERSON: And I taught with another man. They had no gym so all of our teaching was outdoors.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MS. ANDERSON: But I loved it and had wonderful experience. One of my parents was swimming in a water show in Miami at the Everglades Hotel.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON: And so, it's probably about my third year, maybe fourth, she invited me to come and try out for this show in the hotel.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: So I got to do that for a little while 'til the Cubans came in and bought the hotel.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MS. ANDERSON: And closed it down.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So you were in a water show?
MS. ANDERSON: I was, it's like Weeki Wachee, are you familiar with that?

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, absolutely.
MS. ANDERSON: Well, one of the girls that swam in that headed this up.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MS. ANDERSON: Uh-huh. My boss at Hallmark still can't believe that. (laughter) And I have no pictures to show you that I was in ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  So what did you do? Did you ski or just swim?
MS. ANDERSON: We went swimming ... It's an underwater show.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, it's an underwater show, I see.
MS. ANDERSON: The swimming pool was on the roof ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: ...of the hotel.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah, yeah, sure.

MS. ANDERSON: And so, in ... There was a dining room on the top floor and the window -- one side of the pool was window.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.

MS. ANDERSON: And it would open into the dining room when they opened the curtains.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, did you have to wear mermaid fins?

MS. ANDERSON: I did sometimes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Did you really?
MS. ANDERSON: I got to be the mermaid sometimes, not always.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON: But it was ... It was quite a fun experience.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well wait until I tell Dana about this.
MS. ANDERSON: Well, she'll be like Jodi, my boss, she won't believe it at all.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MS. ANDERSON: But I taught there four years and by that time, my nose wouldn't heal from the sun.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right? Really?
MS. ANDERSON: So, that's when I decided to come back to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok. All right.
MS. ANDERSON: And I moved in with my friend, Clyde. She was here working in the Biology Division.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: She stayed around here and I went off.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure. Right.
MS. ANDERSON: And so, we roomed together for several years. I got a job at Y-12 in the Reactor Division as a secretary to Murray Rosenthal.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MS. ANDERSON: And I was the worst secretary the man ever had.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I need to ask Murray about that.
MS. ANDERSON: Bless his heart. Oh! It might not be a good thing.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, I'm sure.
MS. ANDERSON: Maybe he's ... maybe his memory, hopefully, hasn't wiped that out.

MR. MCDANIEL:  No, he's got a pretty good memory.
MS. ANDERSON: But, he was wonderful. He was wonderful and Mimi, his wife, was as nice as could be.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MS. ANDERSON: And so, I ... 

MR. MCDANIEL:  I mean, did you come back ... did you take that job because there weren't any teaching jobs that you ... ? You know, is that what it was?

MS. ANDERSON: No, I didn't even apply for a teaching job. I don't know what my thinking was at the time, but had an opportunity to do this.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. ANDERSON: And I also worked for another man who was an accountant and all I did all day was type rows of figures and I thought, this isn't ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  So what year was it you came back to Oak Ridge, about?
MS. ANDERSON: 1961.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok, so '61 is when you came back to Oak Ridge.

MS. ANDERSON: Yeah. And then I got reacquainted with my ... with a high school person, Bill Montgomery, he's the one that just recently passed away, and he ended up marrying Clyde, but I dated him for a time or two. And a classmate of mine from high school, Vickie Bowman, introduced me to a young lawyer in town who turned out to be Riley Anderson.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: So we were married in December of 1962.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.

MS. ANDERSON: And so, together we had four children.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON: And Collin, who lives with me, was the oldest. Karen, who lives in Nashville. Scott, who lives in northwest Arkansas and Blake, who lives here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Lives here in Oak Ridge, right, right.
MS. ANDERSON: And we were divorced in 1978.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok. So you were married, what? 17 years?

MS. ANDERSON: Sixteen, 17 years, that's right. And I had done some substitute teaching at Linden and mainly -- well all of it -- but a lot of times in P.E. with Shirley Holt-Hale.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON: And so, I was very fortunate after we were divorced, we had a lake place down on Watts Bar Lake and 'course, not knowing what I was going to do.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MS. ANDERSON: Because of my substituting up there, Idalou Steglemans was the principal at Linden at the time and, 'course, Shirley was teaching P.E. Shirley Holt-Hale, she was Shirley Holt then.

MR. MCDANIEL:  She was Shirley Holt then, right.
MS. ANDERSON: So they called me at the lake and offered me a job. That's when I knew God works in mysterious ways.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, were y'all living down there permanently or just ...

MS. ANDERSON: In the summer.

MR. MCDANIEL:  In the summer.
MS. ANDERSON: We lived there in the summertime.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now where'd you live in Oak Ridge when you were here?
MS. ANDERSON: We lived on Windover Circle.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, did you? Ok, all right.
MS. ANDERSON:  That's where we lived before I moved down here.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right. Ok. But when you had the kids, were you still working or did you just ... did you stop working out at the plant?
MS. ANDERSON:  No, I stopped working.

MR. MCDANIEL:  You stopped working.

MS. ANDERSON:  No, I didn't work anymore until I started out at Linden.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, exactly.
MS. ANDERSON:  And well, I ... Anyway, they called me, offered me a job at Linden and so I was a half-time teacher and I taught the outdoor P.E. program which Shirley designed.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON:  She taught the indoor in the gym and I taught outside.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON:  And then the other half was a teacher assistant to her.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right. Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON:  So I did that for two years -- two or three years and she went to Nashville to get her Master's... doctorate degree.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  So I taught in her place for a couple of years 'til she came back.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  And when she came back, I had no job.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, exactly.
MS. ANDERSON:  So, fortunately, I had another good friend who was -- she had been principal -- assistant principal at Linden and Woodland.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON:  Half time both places.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  And then she got the principalship in 1985, I believe it was.

MR. MCDANIEL:  At Woodland?
MS. ANDERSON:  At Woodland.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON:  So she called and offered me a job there as a half-time administrative assistant, which was a new job, just created ... 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. ANDERSON:  ... for her.

MS. ANDERSON:  And then a half-time just teacher assistant position to make it a full-time thing.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, sure. Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  So I did that for two years and then a position opened up in physical education.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, I see.
MS. ANDERSON:  So I kept the half-time physical ... administrative job and taught P.E. half time.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON:  So it was, you know, a lot of switching in and out.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure. But it added up to a full time job.
MS. ANDERSON:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  It did and I loved it. We had a ... It was a wonderful school and I had a wonderful experience.

MR. MCDANIEL:  How long were you there at Woodland?
MS. ANDERSON:  'Til I retired in 2000.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MS. ANDERSON:  Mmm-hmmm.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MS. ANDERSON:  So after that its history.

MR. MCDANIEL:  My goodness. Well, so you were in the school system in Oak Ridge for 20 years or so, I guess.
MS. ANDERSON:  Far as teaching?

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yes, yes, yes, teaching.
MS. ANDERSON:  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yes.
MS. ANDERSON:  Yeah. Over that. 'Bout 25, 24, 25 ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  24, 25 years, right, right ... But you had the experience of working at the plant as well as over there.
MS. ANDERSON:  Yeah, a little bit.

MR. MCDANIEL:  A little bit. And growing up in Oak Ridge ... So I would say you're a real Oak Ridger.
MS. ANDERSON:  I would say so. I would say so.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Absolutely. Well, what was it like raising your kids in Oak Ridge?
MS. ANDERSON:  Great.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Was it?
MS. ANDERSON:  Great.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok. But that was also ... How ...? When ...? What year was Collin born?

MS. ANDERSON:  1963.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok, so really they weren't old enough until the ‘70s, so they really weren't here in the ‘60s, you know, the ‘70s ...
MS. ANDERSON:  No.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Late ‘70s, even, so ...

MS. ANDERSON:  No.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Things were a little different.
MS. ANDERSON:  Collin graduated in '81.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  And then I'd have to work backwards.

MR. MCDANIEL:  No, I understand, I understand. So they were teenagers, though, in the late ‘70s and ‘80s.

MS. ANDERSON:  I had four teenaged drivers at one time in my life and one car.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, my.
MS. ANDERSON:  So figure that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, exactly.
MS. ANDERSON:  No, but, you know, it, the old phrase, "It takes a village."? We had it in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MS. ANDERSON:  Collin was in Scouts; Karen was in Campfire, then she got into cheerleading and she stayed in cheerleading until she graduated and the boys were all in sports, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure. And, all of a sudden, you wound up with four kids as a single mom and I'm sure that was tough.
MS. ANDERSON:  You got it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I'm sure that was tough.

MS. ANDERSON:  Well, people really helped.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Did they?
MS. ANDERSON:  You know, people helped. I had good neighbors and, you know, they had Scout leaders ... 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. ANDERSON:  ... all kind of sports coaches that helped, and, you know, and were a great influence for my kids so I was very fortunate.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MS. ANDERSON:  And they had a wonderful upbringing. We had a, as I say, for several years we had a lake place and we went there every summer. Their friends came down and we taught more kids to ski and, you know, and they ... I finally had to sell the cabin because I couldn't afford the house in Oak Ridge and the lake place, too.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure. I understand.
MS. ANDERSON:  But they have such fond memories of, you know, carefree summers just having ... And, in fact, my son, Blake, and his family rent it back.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, is that right?
MS. ANDERSON:  They've rented it several years. The people that bought it, well, the mother and dad, have passed away.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON:  The two sons now own it and they have not kept it up and they've quit renting it, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  They just still have such fond memories.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now, where was that?
MS. ANDERSON:  It's in Watts Bar past Rockwood.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, ok, so down past Rockwood.
MS. ANDERSON:  Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok, I understand.
MS. ANDERSON:  Yeah, so they have wonderful memories of a lot of things.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. ANDERSON:  They didn't have any problems.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  Other than a few little fender benders. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, of course, of course...
MS. ANDERSON:  As all teenagers do.

MR. MCDANIEL:  As all teenagers do. I ran into the judge once, you know, when I was a teenager.

MS. ANDERSON:  Uh-oh! Uh-oh!

MR. MCDANIEL:  It wasn't a bad... It was a little fender bender and he got out and we went to church with him. He's still the judge. He was a young judge then, but he's still judge. Judge Frank Williams in Roane County.
MS. ANDERSON:  Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And he got out of his car and he said, "Well, Keith," 'cause he knew me, I mean, he said, "Well, Keith," he says, looked at it and says, "you probably won't hear me say this very often, but, you know, sometimes these things happen." (laughter)

MS. ANDERSON:  You were lucky.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I was lucky, that's true. But anyway, so ... So, what was it like, as you said, you were in the school system 24, 25 years, what was it like working in the school system in Oak Ridge for that long? I mean, I'm sure it had its ups and downs.

MS. ANDERSON:  Well, not many downs. It was a ... The dynamics of the schools back then, when I started anyway, were very different than they are today. You had very, for the most part, really nice kids, wonderful, supportive parents.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MS. ANDERSON:  The teachers that I worked with were just A-1 ... 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Professionals.
MS. ANDERSON:  A-1 professionals.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MS. ANDERSON:  At both schools, Linden and Woodland. And I'm still very close with a lot of them.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure, sure.
MS. ANDERSON:  But ... And they, all the teachers, I think it was because I was teaching there, too, but my children had just wonderful, supportive teachers, coaches, just good friends.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right. Sure.

MS. ANDERSON:  And they have many fond memories of growing up here. But the school system ... 

MR. MCDANIEL:  It changed, didn't it?
MS. ANDERSON:  Well, it is changing. It is changing a lot. And then, the lack of discipline and family unity, I think, has influenced how the schools are today.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right. 'Cause kids aren't taught at home, are they?
MS. ANDERSON:  They're not ... 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Like they used to 

MS. ANDERSON:  They're not taught respect and a lot of them don't have a family base.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.

MS. ANDERSON:  They don't have the support. You just can't blame it on being just bad kids.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  It's very sad because when my kids were growing up, as I say, they had a... they had a village looking after them at school and every other place.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  And now, they were active in church and then, they just ... 

MR. MCDANIEL:  They ...
MS. ANDERSON:  Even the kids when I was teaching at Woodland, up until about the time I retired, I figured it was time I retired when my patience was just about gone.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure. I understand.
MS. ANDERSON:  'Cause I prided myself on having a lot of patience, but the kids were great. Really nice families, for the most part, just supported the school, active in the PTA, you know, it's just a different environment.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And I guess ... I guess you probably saw a big change in the way the parents interacted with the school, too, didn't you?
MS. ANDERSON:  The last year or two ... 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MS. ANDERSON:  ... I was teaching, there was a big shift.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MS. ANDERSON:  But before that, even then, there was a handful of people that ... You know, kids that were a problem. But I loved going to school every day.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Did you?
MS. ANDERSON:  Every day.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.

MS. ANDERSON:  I really, really and truly did 'til my last year, then I knew it was time to call it quits. And I'm glad I did.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So, how old were you when you quit that job? Were you retirement age yet?

MS. ANDERSON:  Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok.
MS. ANDERSON:  Yeah, I was, well, it was 14 years ago and I'm 79 now.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Is that right?
MS. ANDERSON:  So do the math.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Wow. So, yeah, yeah, you would have been 65. You'd have been retirement age.

MS. ANDERSON:  Thank goodness. (laughter) And thank goodness for Social Security.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah ... 

MS. ANDERSON:  And Medicare.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, sure, exactly, exactly.

MS. ANDERSON:  So you just decided Oak Ridge was home? Once you retired, you said, I'll stay just here and ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Oh, yeah.
MS. ANDERSON:  Oh, I had no place to go, I know and my one son is here and Collin was living in Atlanta for a long time and then she came back up here.
MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.

MS. ANDERSON:  So, there was no reason to go anyplace else.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well, sure, of course.
MS. ANDERSON:  Oak Ridge was home for me.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, right.
MS. ANDERSON:  It's a great place.

MR. MCDANIEL:  What ...? And, from what I understand, and a lot of people have told me this, it's a great place to grow older. I mean, 'cause there's a lot of ... lot of ... lot of medical facilities here ...

MS. ANDERSON:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL:  A lot of things that support the grayer generation, as they say.
MS. ANDERSON:  Absolutely, absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL:  So ...
MS. ANDERSON:  No, I ... I just think Oak Ridge is a fantastic place. I wish we would ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  That's ok. Go ahead and say it.

MS. ANDERSON:  I wish we would get a (????) some more stores ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure. Of course.

MS. ANDERSON:  And, you know, things ... I think there are plenty of things for people to do if they look for them.

MR. MCDANIEL:  But you have to look for them.

MS. ANDERSON:  You have to look for it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  But I'm not a joiner. I don't like organizations and I don't like clubs and I don't like to meet to meet.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, exactly.

MS. ANDERSON:  But there's plenty of things to do, should I want to.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Yeah.
MS. ANDERSON:  And I've started back, I think it was, well two years after I retired, I was really searching for something to do.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  'Cause I was bored and wasn't getting anything done.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, exactly.
MS. ANDERSON:  I had grandiose ideas of cleaning out closets but that never happened.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right, exactly.
MS. ANDERSON:  But, so, I ... Collin was, at that time, was working at the Hallmark store in the mall.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Ok. 

MS. ANDERSON:  And I ...

MR. MCDANIEL:  The West Town Mall or the mall here?
MS. ANDERSON:  No, the mall here.

MR. MCDANIEL:  The mall here. Back when we had a mall.

MS. ANDERSON:  Right. And so, she said one day, "Well, Mom, we need help so why don't you come and apply?" which I did and then got hired that day and so, I've been Hallmarking 'bout ever since.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Have you really?
MS. ANDERSON:  And so, I worked there until they closed, until the mall closed.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.
MS. ANDERSON:  And then, the one in Turkey Creek opened right after that so I went to work there. And I only work part time now ... 

MR. MCDANIEL:  Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  But I love it.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Do you?
MS. ANDERSON:  It's a good store, they let old people work, (laughter) and they're very accommodating to me.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And I interviewed a guy last week who's 79 who still goes to work every day, full time job.

MS. ANDERSON:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And I asked him if he's ever going to retire, he said, "Well, I told my boss just the other day I'll give you one more year and then I'm done." You know, so. So ... But, you know, he's like you, he's in good shape for, you know ...

MS. ANDERSON:  For the shape we're in.

MR. MCDANIEL:  ... for his age and as long as, you know, what are you going to do? Sit around the house?

MS. ANDERSON:  Well, that's it. And I ... I'm not a good housekeeper or, if I don't see it, I don't have to worry about it. I just go.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Uh-huh, right, right.
MS. ANDERSON:  But it's... I've been very fortunate all my life in getting, you know, having help.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Sure.

MS. ANDERSON:  Having things fall into place for me when I least expected it. So, I'm a lucky person.

MR. MCDANIEL:  The ... Like the school system, I imagine you've seen a lot of changes in the city in Oak Ridge, in the community of Oak Ridge, too, haven't you? I mean, over the years?
MS. ANDERSON:  Oh, yes. It's, well from the very beginning when we came here, of course, there was, you know ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: It's not the same ...
MS. ANDERSON:  There are like three little ... there are like little niches of communities or businesses -- and there still are to a point -- but they were more ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, it was designed to have, you know, Jefferson would have its own grocery store, stores, and then, you know, and Grove Center would have ... it was ... the communities were designed around them.

MS. ANDERSON:  Yeah, and they were very flourishing places, you know, all the time, but then the mall came.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  And then it went. 

MR. MCDANIEL: And then it went. That's true.
MS. ANDERSON:  And I guess it's sort of sad to see how things are, in a way. I keep -- when I come home from work and I see all the cars heading to Knoxville and going home, workers going home, I keep thinking, "Gosh, you could be at home by now if you lived in Oak Ridge."

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly.
MS. ANDERSON:  So I wish we had something to entice people to stay here and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: There probably isn't as much a sense of community as there used to be, is there.

MS. ANDERSON:  No ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But that's kind of like everywhere, though. To be honest.

MS. ANDERSON:  Right. You know, there are sort of communities within the community, I think. Like you have the arts, the art group.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  And the Playhouse group.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. ANDERSON:  You know, different interest groups that form a type of community.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. ANDERSON:  But I don't see the pride of city ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  ... that we once had.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  I mean, it was just a wonderful place to be.

MR. MCDANIEL: You were proud of being from... an Oak Ridger.
MS. ANDERSON:  Very proud. I still am very proud.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. ANDERSON:  And my children are, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  Oh, yeah, I'm, yes, I'm very proud to be an Oak Ridger. It's a wonderful town.

MR. MCDANIEL: I was talking to a guy just the other day and he said a funny, funny thing. I said, "I need to remember that," 'cause we were talking about Oak Ridgers being -- that's one of the ... one of the things about having a town like Oak Ridge is you do have a lot of educated folks, you know, who are dynamic and get things done.

MS. ANDERSON:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Along with that comes a lot of opinions, strong opinions.

MS. ANDERSON:  Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And he says, "Oh, yes," he says, "you can tell people from Oak Ridge but not very much." (laughter)

MS. ANDERSON:  Exactly. Exactly.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MS. ANDERSON:  That's correct.

MR. MCDANIEL: You can't tell them very much. But ... But anyway ... 

MS. ANDERSON:  Lot of good people still here.

MR. MCDANIEL: And, like you said, your kids took advantage of this excellent school system.

MS. ANDERSON:  Oh, absolutely, and they got a good education.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Right.

MS. ANDERSON:  Yeah, my daughter, Karen, has gone on, she went to nurse's school and got her degree and then she went to law school at UT and got her degree so she's a lawyer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. ANDERSON:  As well. She lives in Nashville, works for a hospital chain.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  And so she uses her medical ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So she's both a nurse and a lawyer.

MS. ANDERSON:  She uses her medical knowledge along with her legal knowledge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  And my son, Scott graduated from the University of Tennessee in transportation logistics and he went to work for Kimberly-Clark.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON:  And they moved every two years while he was working up through the system.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  'Til they ended up in Bentonville, Rogers, Arkansas.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MS. ANDERSON:  Wal-Mart country.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wal-Mart country. Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  And, so, they stayed there -- well, they're still there because the company wanted to move them to their headquarters in Wisconsin or someplace. The kids were already settled in school and so they turned that down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. But he travels, probably travels a lot.

MS. ANDERSON:  He does now with the job he's in. He went to work for Campbell's Soup after that, then he went ... was selected by another company that was sort of a start-up company.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. ANDERSON:  But he's done very well. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MS. ANDERSON:  You know, he's -- I don't know the name of the company he's working for -- he travels quite a bit.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, that's one of the things in Oak Ridge school system that I have found, they really prepare, if you want to do good things ...

MS. ANDERSON:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: You're prepared.
MS. ANDERSON:  Exactly.

MR. MCDANIEL: You're prepared to take advantage of those things, you know.

MS. ANDERSON:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Whether you choose to or not, that's your decision.

MS. ANDERSON:  Yeah, that's your decision.

MR. MCDANIEL: But you're prepared, you know, if you decide to.
MS. ANDERSON:  They got a good education. They really did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Well, Bailey, you know, Bailey told me, my 14 year old, told me the other day, I said, "What do you want...?" He said,"Daddy," he said, "we had to take a questionnaire at school the other day that asked us what we wanted to do." He says, "I put down medical." I said, "Really?" He says, "I might want to be a pediatrician." And I said, "Well, that's wonderful, son," I said, "but you're going to have to do a lot better in science than you have been." (laughter) 

MS. ANDERSON:  Now ... pick up the pace, huh? (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, pick up the pace, that's for sure.
MS. ANDERSON:  Oh, my gosh.

MR. MCDANIEL: But he ... I mean, you know, and that's the thing about the Oak Ridge schools is they ... Well, that's the reason Dana and I live here. I mean, it's the reason we moved here is, first it was for the Playhouse.

MS. ANDERSON:  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And ... because that's where we met and we were so involved and then, after we were married for five years, we had our first child and moved out of the city for a year when he was in kindergarten and then we moved back. We learned real quick that we needed to be in the city.
MS. ANDERSON:  Need to be here.

MR. MCDANIEL: So that's the reason we've, you know, we've stayed here.
MS. ANDERSON:  Where'd you move to?

MR. MCDANIEL: Just right across the city limits.
MS. ANDERSON:  Oh.

MR. MCDANIEL: On Lake Hills Drive.
MS. ANDERSON:  Oh, ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Towards Clinton, just up, just right -- you could spit from our driveway to the city limits.

MS. ANDERSON:  Ok, ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: But he went to Grand... what is it? Grand Valley?
MS. ANDERSON:  Grand Oaks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Grand Oaks for kindergarten and that's when we moved back into the city ...

MS. ANDERSON:  That's in Marlowe, isn't it?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, it's back on the other side of the ridge.

MS. ANDERSON:  Right, Yeah, yeah. Ok

MR. MCDANIEL: But anyway ... It sounds like you've had an awfully interesting Oak Ridge life.

MS. ANDERSON:  Well, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, absolutely. Is there anything else you want to tell me about? Any good stories? People you want to remember or mention?
MS. ANDERSON:  Oh, I can't think of any. If I started, there are a lot of people I could mention but I don't want to leave them ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure, of course ...
MS. ANDERSON:  Well, no, it's just ... I still have very good friends that, you know, surround me and help me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course.

MS. ANDERSON:  And I do the same when I can.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  So, no, I've had a good life. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how long have you lived on Bradley? When did you move here?
MS. ANDERSON:  I figured up one day and I've been here close to 30 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Have you? Ok.
MS. ANDERSON:  I can't remember when we moved here. I had to go back and look at my paperwork one day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  I was talking to the man that was renovating my bathroom and he asked a question about something that related to my bathroom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MS. ANDERSON:  So I had to go look and I thought, "Have I lived here this long?" But I think it is close to 30 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, could be. So, that would have been... that would have been '84? '84, '85? That would have been 30 years ago.
MS. ANDERSON:  We stayed ... Well, that's probably about right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.

MS. ANDERSON:  '80...? I'll have to go look again, look at my paperwork see how long I've been.

MR. MCDANIEL: I was just curious.
MS. ANDERSON:  I was surprised when I realized how long it had been, 'cause I kept thinking, "Oh, it's 20 years or something," you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. ANDERSON:  But it's much more than that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Much more than that.
MS. ANDERSON:  Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, Laura, thank you so much for sitting down with me.

MS. ANDERSON:  Well, thank you.

MR. MCDANIEL: And talking with me about this.
MS. ANDERSON:  Thank you very much.

MR. MCDANIEL: And see, I don't get to -- you're one of those unique Oak Ridgers who's had an interesting life that we don't get to talk to very often about different things. I mean, we talk a lot about the plants and the technology.

MS. ANDERSON:  Right, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know...
MS. ANDERSON:  Yeah, who's going to rake the leaves.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly. But thank you very much, appreciate it.
MS. ANDERSON:  Well, thank you. I enjoyed it.

[End of Interview]
45

