Ken, let's begin by telling us how you came to work here at Y-12 and tell about the early years first,  Okay.

Well, I graduated from Mississippi state in 1942. It was already beginning of World War II and went to Huntsville Arsenal where we made a lot of poison gasses and smokes and grenades and things like that. About the end of 43, we had beginning to phase out the work and lot of my friends came up here in earl -- in the latter part of 43. My job was still going on in the smoke and grenade factory. But I decided it was pretty soon it was going to play out, so I decided to come up here with him. So came up first of January, first week in January of 44. On the Tennessean. That time was a train from Memphis to Knoxville. The first thing I got noticed when I got off the train was a bunch of muddy arctic boots in the railroad station and if a guy was going to meet was my roommate. So he said what you'll find out when you get to Oak Ridge while there so we came out and hired in on Daylight Building I believe it was over in Knoxville at that time. When hired in and we came about to Oak Ridge and spent the night then I went home. I told him I would had to go home and get released from the arsenal because at that time you couldn't just move around on your jobs. You had to have permission to move from one place to the other. I came back up the latter part of January and I told him I was hired in over at Knoxville. They couldn’t find my records. So I hired in again, my first badge number was somewhere around 6.

