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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is January 5, 2016. I am at my studio here in Oak Ridge and I'm talking with Betty Vowell. Betty, thank you for taking time to talk with us.

MRS. VOWELL: Thank you for doing this.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Let's start at the beginning. I always like to start at the beginning with folks, so, tell me about where you were born and raised, something about your family.

MRS. VOWELL: I was born in Brevard, North Carolina. Daddy lived in Yancy County and that just happened to be the nearest hospital. We stayed there for about a year and then Dad started moving around and the latter part of that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where is Brevard?
MRS. VOWELL: It's pretty close to Asheville. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is it? Ok, all right.

MRS. VOWELL: He would move -- when the war started -- he would do what the government wanted him to do like building barracks for soldiers and also he was involved in building drydocks ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: ... which were these concrete things that they could float them underground and get them to where a ship was. Then take the air out of 'em and they would raise up and lift the ship up so they could do maintenance on it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. VOWELL: Yeah, and he did that. He did these things so he did not have to go into the military.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, now, was he trained in construction work or just had done ... ?

MRS. VOWELL: He was just a smart construction man.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And he had four children and he didn't really want to go into the military but he did an awfully lot of work. Then, finally, he was looking ... He did other things like he started a furniture store in years back and he was very entrepreneurial type person.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: Always out there trying to get ahead and do everything he could. And so, we moved and relocated. Because of the moving, because of his trying to make a way in this world, and then, my grandfather was here in Oak Ridge. He was the first to come in. Some man contacted him where he was a pastor and a teacher in Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Who? Your grandfather?

MRS. VOWELL: My grandfather was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And so, he hired him to teach chemistry at the, here in Oak Ridge, for the guys especially at Y-12. I think it was Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what, about what year was this? About what time frame?
MRS. VOWELL: When Grandpa came ... Well, we came in '45, so Grandpa was already here and had been here. Maybe, '44 or so.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MRS. VOWELL: And he notified my dad that there were jobs here when he finished what he was doing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: So Dad came down and experimented with finding a location and a job and he got hired at Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. VOWELL: No, no, no ... K-25. Sorry.

MR. MCDANIEL: K-25.
MRS. VOWELL: It's my son that's at Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MRS. VOWELL: K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: So your dad got hired at K-25?
MRS. VOWELL: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Probably to help finish building it. Or was he teaching chemistry? He was teaching chemistry.

MRS. VOWELL: No. No, my Grandpa was teaching the chemistry.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. That's right.
MRS. VOWELL: But Daddy was with a group of men, that he was over, who were cleaning out the cells ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. VOWELL: ... where whatever went on. ‘Course, we didn't know that because he couldn't talk about what he was doing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.

MRS. VOWELL: And ... But in June 21, he started work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of 1945.

MRS. VOWELL: Of '45. And he had moved us down here from Virginia which was where the last place he was with, doing work for the Army.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. VOWELL: And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how old were you at the time?

MRS. VOWELL: I was six and a half when I got here to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And I had three younger brothers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Now, when you moved to Oak Ridge, where did you live?
MRS. VOWELL: (laughs) We lived behind the new Kroger.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MRS. VOWELL: Ivanhoe, in a victory cottage.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And I was just reading what Mother had written about that and she was talking about how it was laid out. It has a big living room and kitchen in the first half of that cottage ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: ... whatever you call it. And, of course, there was another family in the other half of that cottage.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: And then the back had room for a large bed, dresser and there was a small bathroom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And here she is with four children. Plus the fact that two of my uncles had come and, to look for work, and stayed with them. One of them ended up finding work and staying here the rest of his life. The other one moved back to South Carolina.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: But, she said, we learned what it meant to be sardines ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet.
MRS. VOWELL: ... (laughter) to have that many in that small an area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. VOWELL: Right after school started, I started school, I think Highland View may have been there for a little while and then I ended up at Linden.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. VOWELL: The old Linden.

MR. MCDANIEL: The old ...
MRS. VOWELL: The old Linden. Not the one they have now.

MR. MCDANIEL: The one on LaSalle.

MRS. VOWELL: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
MRS. VOWELL: And my grandmother and grandfather, then, lived on Robertsville right down below Linden. And ... So, that was the start of my education and then, not too long after I started school, though, these old houses that had been in Oak Ridge before the government came in, there was a farmhouse Daddy managed to rent.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: Now, it had originally been with the Foster family and they had built this to retire.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where was this?
MRS. VOWELL: You know where you go back toward Oak Ridge and where there's the fire department? Fire station?

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: That was where we went in. That was our driveway ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. VOWELL: ... right where that fire station is.

MR. MCDANIEL: On the west end of town.

MRS. VOWELL: Yeah, just ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Just not far from here.

MRS. VOWELL: Yeah, not far from here at all.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. VOWELL: Salem Road is, goes right down to where ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: We'd go in there, through the field and we'd stop. And Daddy had built a large bridge across the creek but he didn't, he was afraid to take a car across it. We took our tractors and stuff but not the car.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And then, we would walk across the bridge, through the field, up a hill and that's where the house was, which is now Wiltshire Estates. There's a house almost the same place our house was at the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. VOWELL: And these people who had been required, had made this place for their retirement, they had a brick chicken house which had like a fireplace that you fed from the outside and heated that on the inside. Daddy put a lot of shelves and such in there and one year we raised at least 300 fryers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. VOWELL: Now the fryers weren't like what you get these days. They were, we put them in the freezer and sold them and did all this and saved some for laying eggs, of course.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...

MRS. VOWELL: When they were three pounds. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And then there were other outbuildings that these people had built also, smokehouse and different things. It was really a nice place. The only thing, they were only allowed to rent by the month.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And anything that was put in the house, he, Dad, was told, you can't take it out.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: The bathroom wasn't complete.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. VOWELL: Everything was there but there were no facilities. So, we lived with a little outhouse. (laughter) The well was at the bottom of the hill -- which I never understood why they did that -- but anyway, Dad had to buy a new pump because someone had stolen the pump that went in the well to pump the water up the hill, so we did have water in the kitchen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what year did you move into that house?

MRS. VOWELL: It was in '45.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was in '45. Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: It was just a couple of months, or, I'm not even sure how many months, I just know I had already started school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. VOWELL: And that was when we moved into there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.

MRS. VOWELL: And Mama said we, they couldn't find a refrigerator then because things weren't being produced then because of the war.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. VOWELL: They finally found a freezer and I can remember Mom -- we had a couple of cows, too, starting off -- and she would take the milk and she put it in a quart, a pint jar, fill it about this high and put it in the freezer. The next morning, it came out [of the freezer]and they'd already gone to milk and they would finish filling that jar, put a lid on it and by the time we had lunch at school, we had cold milk.

MR. MCDANIEL: You had cold milk, didn't you? It's like putting ice cubes in your milk, I guess.

MRS. VOWELL: Right, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... So, what do you remember, since this is 1945, that was the end of the war.

MRS. VOWELL: Mmm-hmm...

MR. MCDANIEL: What do you remember about that as, and you weren't very old, you may not be able to remember much, but ...

MRS. VOWELL: I do remember hearing a lot of cars blowing their horns. We could even hear over -- we called it the village -- but the area that was right across the road from us, we could hear people yelling and hollering. I remember that and Mother told me what it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. VOWELL: So, that's as much as I remember about it's all the hoopla or whatever you want to say.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, sure. Exactly. Exactly.
MRS. VOWELL: Yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so you're ... so how many acres did you have here on this little farm?

MRS. VOWELL: I don't know how much we initially had. It was several. But by the end of the 12 years ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: ... where Daddy kept getting more and more and renting it, we were over a hundred acres.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Wow.
MRS. VOWELL: So, we ... We had horses, too, which I loved. One lady even kept her horse there. They never came and rode it and it was a Tennessee Walker. Man, I had some great times on that horse. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: So, did your dad eventually buy the property?
MRS. VOWELL: He would like to have but he didn't know when it came on, up for sale.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: Because we moved out as soon as I graduated from high school because Dad had already started buying land over in Dutch Valley ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh.
MRS. VOWELL: ... because my grandfather had bought him a place in Dutch Valley.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: So, Dad was already, he didn't know if he'd ever be able to buy this place.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: I mean, he cleaned all these little saplings and everything ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow...

MRS. VOWELL: ... off this land and really made it a great farm. And so, we just kept ... He just kept buying what he could when he could in Dutch Valley.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.

MRS. VOWELL: And my brothers, when they were in high school and junior high, went up on Walden Ridge, which is where, we're at the foot of Walden Ridge. They cut timber and they drug it down -- at that age they were doing that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. VOWELL: In fact, I just ran some copies yesterday off of a picture of them. Daddy had bought somebody's old rickety, what do you call it? a sawmill type thing?

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: And he didn't have any cover over it or anything, just out there in the field because ... And they sawed these, this timber up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. VOWELL: Because, now, back then, you didn't use plywood -- or we didn't -- for the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: ... walls, you used boards ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You used boards ...

MRS. VOWELL: ... that were put on this way and on the floor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And that's what they did with 'em. They had, we had a man in the county there, well, in our community, really ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: ... who was a carpenter and he came in and worked with my brothers and my dad and showed them how to do the work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Because he knew they were going to be producing boards that he could use, I guess.

MRS. VOWELL: He didn't get many boards, I don't think (laughs). He got paid, though, for helping. But that's, that was the first lesson my brothers had in building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, let's go back for just a minute.

MRS. VOWELL: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so, let's talk about your school years and growing up between, between then and when you graduated high school in Oak Ridge. What do you remember about those years?

MRS. VOWELL: They were pretty good years. I 'specially liked Fairview School. That's the one that was up behind where the Civic Center is now. That's one of the few they demolished early on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: Had a great gym. Things they don't have now. And I was pretty well independent. I, being that I lived up where I did, we had work to do when we'd get off from school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: In the fall, we would go in and start pulling down and picking the dried corn. Daddy used that. We would also shell it out, we'd shuck it back and shell it out. And we kids, that was our job and Dad's still working at K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And in the summer, we were there working. We were mostly just isolated, just me and my family.

MR. MCDANIEL: You were farm kids, weren't you? I mean, you were farm kids. Expected to work ...

MRS. VOWELL: Yeah, we were. And we would raise tomatoes like by the, well, I don't know whether it's the acre of half-acre. It was a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: A lot.

MRS. VOWELL: And we would pick them and we'd put them in a basket -- put the greener ones on the bottom and a little bit riper and I can remember selling bushels like that to Bruner store.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: Of course, they would sell them as ...

MR. MCDANIEL: As they ...
MRS. VOWELL: As they went on, as they got riper and all that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: I can remember one time in particular, we kids were out in the fields picking and we started throwing the rotten ones at each other (laughter) and Dad says, oh, oh, oh, no, now, we're going to mess up some good ones here, let's not do this.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. VOWELL: We'll save them. We've got to wait and after we're finished, we'll have a fight. And we did. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.
MRS. VOWELL: We had a lot of fun, we really did. We'd swim the creeks that were near there and big fields where we'd play ball.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: And there, again, riding the horses and ... Daddy had to get onto me. I didn't realize what I was doing, but I was jumping a barbed wire fence with my horse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: And he says, you know, if that horse don't jump high enough, he's going to get hurt.

MR. MCDANIEL: Get ... yeah...
MRS. VOWELL: Oh, I hadn't thought about that. So, that ended my jumping. (laughter) But it was really, it was very busy. I just had, well, while we lived there, I had another sister and brother that were born in Oak Ridge Hospital, and that made six of us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: And we just had each other and we played and we worked and it was a good time. Had a great big swing on the oak tree ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I bet.

MRS. VOWELL: ... right outside. Daddy had even put metal cables to it ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MRS. VOWELL: ... and so we put a ladder through the seat of the, great big seat, of that swing. We'd wind it up and we'd get balanced and let it go and we'd spin around ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Spin around, of course. Now, you probably didn't have a whole lot of time to do extracurricular things in school, did you?
MRS. VOWELL: Not a whole lot. I did do a few clubs -- Dance Club, Archery Club -- a little bit of things that would happen right after school, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... At the high school?
MRS. VOWELL: Yeah, that was at the high school. Didn't do, well, I was in the choir in junior high. At that time the junior high was above the football field.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Exactly.

MRS. VOWELL: But we did get to go to the new high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you go to the new, you went to the new high school as a ... ?
MRS. VOWELL: Freshman.

MR. MCDANIEL: Freshman. Right, right, right. Do you remember having any favorite teachers or anybody that had a, made a real impression on you at the high school?

MRS. VOWELL: Yes. I don't know that I can remember all their names ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
MRS. VOWELL: Mr. Hamby was there, he was ... And I think it was eighth grade, a Miss Wilson, who was very nice. And this is a strange part, at lunch time, we had Bible courses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. VOWELL: She did it on her own.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?

MRS. VOWELL: She would read us a book and it was Christian-based about this family and she'd have songs. I mean, can you imagine that these days?

MR. MCDANIEL: No, they wouldn't allow it now, would they?
MRS. VOWELL: No way. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: No way.

MRS. VOWELL: And I had several good teachers. Not all of them, like I say, can I remember their names now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure. Sure, of course, of course.

MRS. VOWELL: But it was enjoyable.

MR. MCDANIEL: What do you remember about going around town at that time?
MRS. VOWELL: Didn't do a lot of that. Didn't do a lot of that. My mother, at that time, did not drive and so, when Daddy was gone, we were there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly, exactly.
MRS. VOWELL: And we didn't have a phone, because there, again, if Daddy had one put in, all the way across all that area, he wouldn't have been, he couldn't have taken it with him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: You know, he wouldn't have benefitted.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: And he didn't know he was going to be there but one month at a time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. VOWELL: And we ended up with a big herd of cattle, we had pigs, and some horses -- Daddy even plowed with horses for a little while before he got a tractor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did, now, who did you sell all the produce and the livestock and things such to? I mean, did you have regular folks who'd buy from you or did you just ... ?

MRS. VOWELL: No, we more or less just canned and dried and put up and took care of things if, if family needed it, we'd give it to them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And, like I said, we did sell some of the tomatoes to different people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. VOWELL: One time, even, my brothers and I went down to the end of the driveway -- where the fire station is now -- and when they were getting off at K-25, we had our tomatoes out there and we sold them as people stopped.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Had a little stand, didn't you? (laughter)

MRS. VOWELL: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah ... 

MRS. VOWELL: But that was about it. Just what we, if we had anything left or too much of something, Dad would go out and talk to people and I don't know where he took it ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...

MRS. VOWELL: ... if he didn't talk about that too much, though..

MR. MCDANIEL: Now... did he work day shift those years?

MRS. VOWELL: He was always on a rotating shift.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, was he?
MRS. VOWELL: Always.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And Mother said when ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet that was tough doing his farm work, wasn't it?
MRS. VOWELL: Yeah, it was, but he stayed busy. Constantly.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: She said that when we were in the victory cottage, and he was working the swing shifts, that it was hot summertime then, when we were there. She would take us over to where there was a park there in Oak Grove.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And they had a lot of trees. I remember her reading the funny papers to us over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. VOWELL: And let us run around and play so Dad would have a chance to sleep.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Exactly.

MRS. VOWELL: And when you wore us out to where we could take a nap, then we'd go home. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Exactly, exactly.

MRS. VOWELL: So, it was interesting. I feel like I learned more being on the farm like that then, because I had to learn to throw hay into the back of the truck or the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. 

MRS. VOWELL: ... tractor -- the tractor's pulling it -- but the truck or the wagon or whatever we were putting it in each time. We would get out there and throw that hay in with pitchforks. We didn't have a compactor in that day, no bailing going on...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MRS. VOWELL: But I felt like I learned a lot and I was able to do so much more than if I was sitting in a house on a street with a bunch of other houses around me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Exactly.
MRS. VOWELL: And I thoroughly loved it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it ... was it ... I imagine there weren't many families like your all's in town that did that.

MRS. VOWELL: As far as I knew, I was the only one. Although, there were some Masons who lived down toward where, near where the, before you go to K-25, they have these things set up as security ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right down near the ...

MRS. VOWELL: It was down near that area, but they didn't do a lot of farming like we did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Exactly.

MRS. VOWELL: They didn't have the cattle and all the animals. But then, when I was about 12, I guess, we had been to the Skyway Drive-in and we'd come home and this terrific storm started. I mean, you could not sleep. Here we are up on the hill and it was thunder and lightning and it caught our barn on fire.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.

MRS. VOWELL: At the bottom of the hill and that was the fullest we had ever had that barn with hay.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my. Yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: And, 'bout the time they were getting off work at K-25, the Turnpike was just stopped traffic. Everybody's watching that huge fire.

MR. MCDANIEL: That huge fire. So it burned everything up.

MRS. VOWELL: Burnt, well, most everything. I think, I can't remember whether they got that truck out of there or not, but they got most of the animals out although there were a couple that went on back in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: So, I ran... When I ... I saw a glow of the lightning going by. I jumped up and looked and saw nothing. I said, that it had to have hit something. I looked out again, saw the fire.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: Went in to tell Mom and Dad and they had already seen it, too. And I looked out the window and there Mom is in her gown, running down the hill ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: ... getting soaking wet to try to get the animals out of that barn.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. Like something out of a movie, isn't it?

MRS. VOWELL: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, my goodness.

MRS. VOWELL: And so, Dad had told me to get all the kids together because we didn't know if it was going to hit the house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure...
MRS. VOWELL: And we had a little daybed in the living room -- it was a long living room -- but the doors in that house went from the front door to the kitchen, from the kitchen to the back porch and out so it was just a straight thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: And I had all the kids there and I had a box that Daddy told me if anything ever happened, take it. It had all his papers and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: ... all that in it. So I had that with me and here this, it's not real lightning, I think it's, I forgot what they call it, but it went right past us right through the house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Oh, my goodness.
MRS. VOWELL: But we made it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: We sat there. But then that year we went to the fair, over in Knoxville and when they did fireworks afterward, my little sister started crying because she remembered that night.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure. Exactly. I'm surprised she wasn't traumatized from storms from something like that.
MRS. VOWELL: Well, it did kind of bother her for a while, because she was only about three years old.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, yeah ...
MRS. VOWELL: And the fire department was called. Not for us, we didn't have a phone, but the people in what we call, 'the Village,' because after the fire was smoldering they kept smelling this.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure.
MRS. VOWELL: So they came over and put a kind of a sump pump type thing in the creek. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: Ran right around it and hosed it down quite a bit.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: And they did that for a few days.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. VOWELL: Too bad we couldn't have had that earlier, but anyway. (laughter) It had all that nice hay to burn on, so ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly, exactly... Was... So, you were talking a few minutes ago about the difference in your childhood compared to some of the other kids who just lived on a street with, you know, other houses.

MRS. VOWELL: Yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Which, that was Oak Ridge, I mean, you know.

MRS. VOWELL: I mean, that's any town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, that's true. 

MRS. VOWELL: There may have been other things they could attend and all this, I'm not real sure.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: As we were coming here today, I noticed that there's a church down here, what was it called? Something village? West Village Church. Christian Church. And that's where a store was, a market.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And we would walk from the house, we kids, over to there if Mom needed a couple of things ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: ... and walk back.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: And when I pass there, I think of that store. It was interesting.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Huh... So ... So you graduated high school. What year'd you graduate?

MRS. VOWELL: Fifty-seven.

MR. MCDANIEL: Fifty-seven. You graduated in '57 and by, by this time, were you living over on Dutch Town?

MRS. VOWELL: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: No, you were still in Oak Ridge.
MRS. VOWELL: No, Dad is still working and he's got the house about ready to move into.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right.
MRS. VOWELL: So I think it was sometime end of that year we moved.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, not only was he working at K-25, working the farm in Oak Ridge, he was building the house over in Knox County.
MRS. VOWELL: He and my brothers. Well, no, that's still in Anderson County.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, it's still in Anderson County. Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: It's not that Dutch Valley, it's the one that goes from Oliver Springs to Lake City.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure, sure.

MRS. VOWELL: That's where, in fact, it's four miles from Oliver Springs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Right, right.

MRS. VOWELL: On Dutch Valley Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: At the time, it was called Donovan community but they closed the school and that does away with the name.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure, sure.

MRS. VOWELL: And, yeah, we were building and we got it finished soon enough that we could move in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And, as I say, that's where my brothers really learned to work (laughter) if not on the farm.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet they did, I bet they did. So ... So, you graduated high school. Then what? What next?

MRS. VOWELL: Then, I just started looking for work. I went for Magnet Mills for a while and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what, where was that and what was it?

MRS. VOWELL: That's in Clinton at the old Magnet Mills where they make stockings and you got to ... eww, that was hard. Anyway ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...

MRS. VOWELL: Then I got married, Frank and I, and about a year after I graduated and then when, about a month later, I suddenly -- or two months later, I had to quit work because I suddenly got expecting.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.

MRS. VOWELL: And I got very sick.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MRS. VOWELL: I stayed very sick for a good little while and I couldn't, I had to go back to work in a certain length of time or I had to quit.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: So I had to quit.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MRS. VOWELL: So, I stayed home and Frank was working at the time and about that time, he got on at the Post Office.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And he was running all over town delivering mail. He was the substitute deliverer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right. Now, had you known Frank from school or ... ?

MRS. VOWELL: I met him the beginning of my senior year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: Been there the whole time, never known him. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. VOWELL: We just happened to be in a class together and, let's see, where do we go from there? Mmm... had a thought there and I've lost it where I was going to take you. But anyway, we lived in Oak Ridge then. Then, about six months after our daughter was born, Frank was already in the Navy when I met him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. VOWELL: He did his basic training between the junior and senior year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And they called him in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. VOWELL: So he was gone for two years in the Navy on an aircraft carrier. He did, he was lucky, he'd taken typing in school so he didn't have to swab decks. He was in the office doing paperwork. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that was good foresight on his part or just dumb luck. One of the two.

MRS. VOWELL: It was good. No, it was good. So I ended up going back with Mom and Dad and staying there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: And then when Frank got out of the Navy, we moved to Florida for a while and I missed these mountains, we finally came back. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MRS. VOWELL: Yeah, we put 'bout a year living in Florida and he came up here and found work while he's on vacation and then back up where we were.

MR. MCDANIEL: Back up here we are. Been here ever since, huh?
MRS. VOWELL: Yeah and we lived in Oak Ridge for a while and then we bought a house my dad had built just for rentals. He decided he wanted to sell it. So, we bought it from him and we moved in there. It was just down the road from Mom and Dad. Then, when Dad passed away, Mother divided all the land up -- he had already accumulated about 300 acres.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. VOWELL: And divided it between us. My plot was right across the road from where we lived. So Frank got busy and built us another house up there and we sold the one below the road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Oh, well good.

MRS. VOWELL: And we're still there now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Still there.

MRS. VOWELL: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good ...
MRS. VOWELL: All four of our children have finished college. All four were gone at one point.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: Al's out of the ... not out of the country but out of our area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And so now we have two that are back and one of 'em, they stayed in Georgia for 13 years, came back up here and bought the end of our land where Frank built them this huge house and so we have that one close.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And then our son, he came back from Texas and where he'd been and he's in Solway. He's now with Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: He's an engineer. And we still have one in Franklin, Tennessee. She's a math teacher.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And then one in Peachtree City, Georgia, and she was an RN but now she's retired from that and she's an instructor at the gym.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Well, they're not too far.

MRS. VOWELL: No, oh, no, no. It's not like they're in the west end of the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did your kids go to school?

MRS. VOWELL: Oh, well ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did they go to Oak Ridge or did they go out in the county?
MRS. VOWELL: They went to Clinton.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: They went to elementary in Dutch Valley.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: They went to junior high at Norwood.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And then they ended up at Clinton High.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh...
MRS. VOWELL: And then the oldest one went to Vanderbilt. She got some scholarships after that and became an RN.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: The second one started at Vanderbilt because she wanted to be a teacher and then she decided she wanted to come back to UT, which she did. Our son started out at Annapolis, Maryland. He got an appointment there and stayed for two years which is all you can stay without owing the Navy time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. VOWELL: But he decided, since he couldn't fly because he wore glasses, he had to get a special permit to go in because he did wear glasses, he got an appointment by Marilyn -- what was her name?

MR. MCDANIEL: Lloyd?
MRS. VOWELL: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Marilyn Lloyd?
MRS. VOWELL: Marilyn Lloyd. So, that put him in the academy and he decided the only job they had for him was on a submarine and he didn't think he could handle a bunch of guys on the submarines so he came back to UT, finished his degree. And the youngest one (laughs) had a full scholarship at Tennessee Tech and that little stinker -- I asked her, please, stay for a year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MRS. VOWELL: She stayed for a year, then called me the next year and said, “Well, Mom, I'm at UT.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.

MRS. VOWELL: But they, three of them finished there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. VOWELL: And the other one finished at ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, so you ... You've lived in Oak Ridge for, you know, practically, practically your whole, you know, life, since you were six and a half except for a few, you know, when you went to Florida and -- or the Oak Ridge area.
MRS. VOWELL: Yeah. Oak Ridge, oh yeah, I've always been in the area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, the whole area.
MRS. VOWELL: Since I was six and a half, I've been in this area.

MR. MCDANIEL: What changes have you seen? You know, what good and bad, what are the things that, that you've lived through here in this area that you can recall?

MRS. VOWELL: Well, there for a while, we had an awfully lot of places to shop and do and that kind of dwindled.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: The first mall, but it was a strip mall ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: ... that we had, which was nice and we all enjoyed it, and you could go in. There was a cloth shop where you could buy -- because I sewed a lot. I made a lot of my children's clothes except for my son.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. VOWELL: And, but you can't do that. Now, Wal-Mart has some in there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. VOWELL: Finally. But, you know, for years we didn't have that and we've kind of gone downhill on what we have to provide for people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right, right ....

MRS. VOWELL: We have a lot more medical. Well, that's everywhere, that's probably not just right here. Medical really has a business. And we're picking up a few more restaurants and stuff around town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ... What do you, what do you remember, for example, the Cuban Missile Crisis, for example. Do you remember anything about that and living in Oak Ridge and any talk about that ... ?
MRS. VOWELL: I can remember being very worried about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MRS. VOWELL: And doing a lot of praying about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: Just made you uneasy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Because you knew what Oak Ridge was about?

MRS. VOWELL: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You knew what Oak Ridge did, you know.

MRS. VOWELL: Mmm-hmmm. You always were concerned how involved the city would be.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: But there wasn't a whole lot I could do about it. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure...

MRS. VOWELL: Except pray about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course, of course. Now, did you have any, did you have any friends, I mean, that, that worked at the plants? Or friend's husbands or, you know, that were involved in ...

MRS. VOWELL: Oh, yeah, yeah, my sister's husband has worked down there for years. He was ... He is retired now. My brothers, one of them worked there and different friends, people ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Did your dad ever tell you what he did at K-25?
MRS. VOWELL: Finally, finally, yeah, he was saying how they had to go in to these cells ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.

MRS. VOWELL: ... which I don't really understand, that were very, very hot. His men would go in and clean them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And they could only stay a little while and another one would have to ... I mean, that was what he was over, or had a group of men that took care of that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And he said there were times when his body just knocked the Gieger counter off.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I'm sure.
MRS. VOWELL: And he died at 62.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did he?
MRS. VOWELL: And I don't know if that had anything to do with the major stroke or not. But anyway, that's behind us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right, right.

MRS. VOWELL: So ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: He ... Cells was part of the cascade that, you know, the enrichment process ...

MRS. VOWELL: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... at K-25.

MRS. VOWELL: I don't really know the details on it. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure... Well, is there anything else you want to talk about? Anything else that you want to, want to remember and tell us about?

MRS. VOWELL: Well, I can remember when we had bus service in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, ok, all right ...
MRS. VOWELL: At the very beginning, there was no charge to it and we could walk up to Salem and catch a bus. We could go where we wanted to. I've ... we had school buses there for a while, we'd catch it on the road, then after a while we would catch, when I went to the high school especially, catch the public bus. I'd ride the public bus home and I'd catch it to go to school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And it was kind of sad to see the buses go.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. VOWELL: But it was nice to have the swimming pool. I didn't get to go there very much because I had creeks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. VOWELL: But I am proud that they still have that and they're keeping it up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And it's a good outlet for a lot of children.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And that we have now, Girls, Inc., for the children ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...

MRS. VOWELL: ... and they've always had the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Boys' and Girls' Club.
MRS. VOWELL: Boys' and Girls' Club. The ball games and such with those little bitty guys, even.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.

MRS. VOWELL: Very comical. And I'm proud that they were doing that. They're really trying to help.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.

MRS. VOWELL: I think right now, though, we have -- used to you couldn't live in Oak Ridge unless you worked in Oak Ridge. Now, anyone can live in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: So, we do have a little problem with gangs misbehaving and people who are just trying to make it in this world as they can and they're having a problem. And we used to not have that in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, a lot of that has to do with the aging housing, you know, in Oak Ridge because, you know, these, these -- a lot of those houses are affordable for those who can't afford very much.

MRS. VOWELL: This is true. We were driving around today noticing that, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: Because there's still some of the old houses that look just like the old houses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
MRS. VOWELL: Now, not too many of the flattops have the flat top. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.

MRS. VOWELL: They at least put on ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MRS. VOWELL: ... a roof that will, the water will run off of it rather than pooling up. But those kind of changes I can see in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, right.

MRS. VOWELL: And that's kind of sad.

MR. MCDANIEL: But when you came, when you were a child and, as so many people have said, parents didn't worry about their kids.

MRS. VOWELL: Oh, no.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, they'd go and be gone for hours.
MRS. VOWELL: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: They felt perfectly safe.

MRS. VOWELL: You did that when you came to Oak Ridge, too, didn't you? My husband moved in when he was in the eighth grade. He grew up in Glen Alpine around the museum area over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: And he knew some friends, because he lived -- he didn't live on a farm, he lived in the city.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, he lived in the city.
MRS. VOWELL: They would just take off and ride bikes and go around and explore and some of them even said they came over to our farm. (laughter) 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really? I guess so.

MRS. VOWELL: Some of them I graduated with. And we, in fact, there was this old, on down the road from us, the road that went from our house ended up in Dutch in ... back behind Kroger.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: In what? 
VOICE OFF CAMERA: Gamble Valley 
MRS. VOWELL: Yeah, Gamble Valley.

MR. MCDANIEL: Gamble Valley, right.

MRS. VOWELL: I was trying to remember that name. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: It ends up down there and a lot of people would come over and walk and explore.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: But my daddy got word from someone that a boy had fallen into an old well that was at one of the other old house places that had not been covered.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And my dad went down and he, thank God there was no water in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: He helped get this young man out. It turned out that ended up being my brother-in-law years later. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. VOWELL: Many years later.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my. My goodness.

MRS. VOWELL: But anyway... And Mother, I can remember Mother helping these kids who'd been out and they'd been chopping wood or whatever in the woods and building a fire and they got real cuts, they got some bad cuts. She'd tape them up and fix them up and so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So people took care of each other back then, didn't they?

MRS. VOWELL: Oh, of course.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: Of course. And I had friends, some girlfriends that lived over across the Turnpike from me that, a few times a year they came over and we rode our bikes down that road I was talking about.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. VOWELL: And there's another road that goes from that, it turns off to the right and it goes over to the country club.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. VOWELL: Now, whether it's still there or not, I don't know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, I remember, I mean, I've been on the road that goes, at the end of Wilshire all the way back over in the, back in behind there, so ...
MRS. VOWELL: Mmm-hmm... and there's a lot of houses back in there now.

MR. MCDANIEL: There's some new houses back in there.

MRS. VOWELL: Not a lot but there are some.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: Yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MRS. VOWELL: And we kids played on that creek a lot. We'd catch these little, oh, what do you call them? That have the pinchers?

MR. MCDANIEL: Crawdads.
MRS. VOWELL: Thank you. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, crawdads.
MRS. VOWELL: We'd catch crawdads and just have a lot of fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's so funny, my wife and I we lived, years ago, we rented a house, we were in between buying houses, we had to rent one. We were over down near Sweetgum now, it's at the very end of Oak Ridge and across the street from us and behind the houses was the creek.

MRS. VOWELL: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And I remember one terrible storm and the, I got up and I walked out into my yard and there was a crawdad probably four or five inches long that was, had crawled out of that creek and all the way over into my yard. And, so ... So there's still crawdads there.

MRS. VOWELL: Ahh, there's still crawdads, yes. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you ever, did you ever worry about any of the water or the environment or did you know enough to worry about it back in those days?

MRS. VOWELL: One thing I didn't mention. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: That creek would flood. That creek would get all the way out to the Turnpike, almost.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: I mean, we had a lake.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: I missed a lot of school because of that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. VOWELL: Yes. Now, they must have tunneled it, gotten some of the, made it deeper or something because I don't notice too much of that now, not like we had back then. And my, each teacher I'd get had to get used to the fact that if we had a hard rain, I wouldn't be there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really? Well, you know, still, I mean, if it gets really bad rain, it'll get up, I mean, pretty high. It won't cover the road but it will get up pretty high still.

MRS. VOWELL: It didn't ever cover the Turnpike, but it got all the way almost right, almost right to us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.

MRS. VOWELL: And all the way up to the West End service station. That whole area was a lake.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. VOWELL: And when it's raining hard, we just didn't get out.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MRS. VOWELL: And that was a bit of a problem.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet. I bet.
MRS. VOWELL: In fact, one of my girlfriends was bound and determined I was going to go to the Christmas dance. That's when I was going with Frank and he was going to take me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: I had no way of calling him and letting him know, but she sent two boys over there with that flooded. She had a lot of power, didn't she?

MR. MCDANIEL: Sounds like it.
MRS. VOWELL: They had to cross where a log had fallen across the creek -- and it was a big one -- and they crossed that and came to my house and said Barbara wants you to go to the dance. Said, you can spend the night with her tonight. And my dress was in the cleaners and we got out of there. My brother took us out in a boat.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. VOWELL: They took me to where they had their cars. I had my luggage and they took me then to where the cleaners were. I got my dress out and went to her house, called him and he was out cleaning his car.

MR. MCDANIEL: Said, we're going to the dance, you better get ready. Right?
MRS. VOWELL: And so, that was one of my strangest experiences.

MR. MCDANIEL: That must have been when you were a senior.

MRS. VOWELL: Uh-huh. I was.

MR. MCDANIEL: A senior in high school.

MRS. VOWELL: Yep, yep.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.

MRS. VOWELL: So we got to go to the Christmas dance.

MR. MCDANIEL: So living in Oak Ridge was an adventure sometimes, wasn't it?
MRS. VOWELL: Over there it was. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure, I'm sure, I'm sure.

MRS. VOWELL: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, whatever happened to the farm?
MRS. VOWELL: It is now Wiltshire Estates.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And a lot of nice houses over there. I drive over and, course, I can see where the orchard was, I can see where the cattle were, I can see where we always mowed it and threw the hay into the back of the trailer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And there was another building down there that was down from where the barn was, that wasn't a fourth the size of that barn. That was a huge barn.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And we used that for a barn for the hay and such, but by then we were doing some baling.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: So you can get into a smaller area than if you're throwing it in with a fork.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, there's a fellow down there on the corner now that's got a little farm. He's got llamas and ...

MRS. VOWELL: I've seen that.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... some other unusual animals.

MRS. VOWELL: Yeah. My cousin has those, too. She lives down the road from us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. VOWELL: Yeah, she has all this stuff. She's got a beautiful place.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, do you all farm? I mean, have you all farmed?
MRS. VOWELL: Well, we just garden.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MRS. VOWELL: We have some pretty good gardens.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: And I have blueberries and raspberries that I take care of and pick. Other than that, it's just a couple of gardens.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. Well, is there anything else you want to talk about?

MRS. VOWELL: I think we've pretty well covered it. Don't you? (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I think so. All right, so very ... So ... So let's wrap things up. Your dad eventually retired from K-25? Or did he pass away?

MRS. VOWELL: Well, he got the big discharge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. VOWELL: When they had that big layoff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Eighty ... '85?
MRS. VOWELL: I think it was '65.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, the first time.
MRS. VOWELL: The first one.

MR. MCDANIEL: The first big one. Right.
MRS. VOWELL: He'd been there 13 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And then he found little jobs working here and there and everything. He finally went with Anderson County.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And the -- what was that called again? It's a co-op. It was ... I cannot remember the name of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was Roane Anderson still ... ? 
VOICE OFF CAMERA: Community Action.
MRS. VOWELL: Community Action.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, Community Action.
MRS. VOWELL: Community Action. See what these old brains do to you?

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
MRS. VOWELL: And he was over helping people in Anderson County and he went to other counties, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: And he started this Green Thumb project where he would take seeds and plants to these people and get them started and teach them how to grow a garden and start taking care of themselves.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. VOWELL: And, yeah, he was the originator of the Green Thumb project. And, as I said, Dad was quite an entrepreneur-type person. He liked staying busy, doing things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. VOWELL: And find ways to do things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure.
MRS. VOWELL: He had an apple orchard he built over on the land. He had, gosh, I don't know, how many apple, how many trees were there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: He also had a grape vineyard, which is no longer there. When Dad passed, we quit taking care of things like we did. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...

MRS. VOWELL: My brothers who were staying there and doing a lot for him, they weren't into work that took more time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: My brother started traveling because he got into construction.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.

MRS. VOWELL: So he had, also, he used to raise cane and we would make molasses. Has a molasses house. My kids love memories of that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I'll bet. I bet.
MRS. VOWELL: And he was just into everything. He just had everything going from molasses to the pigs to the chickens to ... He had all of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. Now, did he grow up on a farm? Or he just always wanted to farm?

MRS. VOWELL: They farmed some. As much as I know, he was from in the mountains of North Carolina.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.

MRS. VOWELL: In Yancy County. They called it Cane River. And they just had gardens and cows and pigs and stuff like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MRS. VOWELL: No big farms that I have been aware of.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. VOWELL: But just trying to take care of yourself.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MRS. VOWELL: ‘Course, he was born during the Depression ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: ... and he said that anything that moved, they ate it. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure. I'm sure.

MRS. VOWELL: Some people even had, were raising cats.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. VOWELL: For meals.

MR. MCDANIEL: For meals.
MRS. VOWELL: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.

MRS. VOWELL: And that was about the time I was born, back up there in those mountains.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. VOWELL: He did well, though. He came through.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, thank you so much Mrs. Vowell, for taking time to talk with us.

MRS. VOWELL: Well, I appreciate your interest.

MR. MCDANIEL: And we certainly appreciate it.
[End of Interview]
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