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MR. HUNNICUTT: This interview is for the Center for Oak Ridge Oral History. The date is November 24, 2015. I am Don Hunnicutt, in the studio of BBC Communications, LLC, 170 Randolph Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take Mr. Thomas Tuck's interview about living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Tom, do you go by Thomas or Tom?

MR. TUCK: Tom.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Please state your full name, place of birth and the date.
MR. TUCK: Thomas Eugene Tuck, I was born in Stone's Clinic in Oliver Springs, Tennessee, which is actually in the Anderson County portion of Tennessee on February 19, 1950.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And would you state your father's name, place of birth and date, if you remember?

MR. TUCK: Yes. My father's name was Frank Stanley Tuck. He was born in Greenback, Tennessee, and he was born August the 14th of 1910.

MR. HUNNICUTT: How 'bout your mother's maiden name and place of birth and date.

MR. TUCK: Her name was Grace Ellen Wrinn, W-R-I-N-N, and she was born in Philadelphia, Tennessee. She was born May the 4th, 1917.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Your grandparents' name on your father's side and place of birth and dates.

MR. TUCK: You know, I was born late in life for my mom and dad for that time, in 1950, and so, my paternal grandmother was deceased before I was born. I believe her name was Lillian Cook Tuck. My grandfather's name was John Tuck. I'm unsure of their date of birth. They're buried in Loudon, Tennessee.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about on your mother's side?

MR. TUCK: My grandfather on my mother's side was also deceased before I was born and I'm unsure of his name. The last name is Wrinn, W-R-I-N-N, and my grandmother there, her name was Ora Mae Wrinn. I'm unsure of her maiden name. When I grew up, she was the only grandparent that I knew and she had remarried a gentleman by the name of Humphrey, that's spelled with an "H" -- H-U-M-P-H-R-E-Y and she lived in the Luttrell community in Loudon County.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall what your grandparents did for a living?
MR. TUCK: Oh, yes. My paternal grandparents were sharecroppers. Actually worked on a farm that was in the Corinth community or around Stinky School in Loudon County, Tennessee. They were sharecroppers on Toliver farm, which, I understand, Mr. Toliver was a judge in that community.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Explain to me about sharecroppers. How does that work?
MR. TUCK: Well, they ... They tilled the land that Mr. Toliver owned and that was the way that they ... they got a share or he paid them. I'm not exactly certain how their compensation was but I do know that they toiled and tilled the land that he owned. They did not have land that they owned themselves.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is that farm, was it taken by the Tellico project?

MR. TUCK: It was not. No, in fact, a large barn still stands on that location and, before my uncle passed away in 2002, I didn't know the exact location of the farm but he, we were driving through that area one day, we went out and he showed me the farm. There's an interesting story that goes along with that about my dad. My dad was, my dad had an injury to his left leg that was caused, he was plowing in the field with a team of mules and the mules overturned and tilled a nest of snakes and when the mules came back the next row, they walked up on these snakes that they had overturned on the previous pass. The mules panicked and ran for the barn. Unfortunately, I have no idea how mules are hooked up in a, on a plow, but I can still remember my dad telling the story, that his leg got caught in a check line, whatever that was, but he became entangled with the mules and so, they were actually dragging the plow and him across the tilled ground. He said there was a small sapling that they were running by and as they ran by it, he kicked his left leg out and was able to hook his foot on this sapling and it broke the check line and so he became untangled from that mess. About three days later, he became very ill. Evidently when he had caught that sapling with his leg, he had cracked his shin. He tells the story of the doctor coming to the house because he became deathly ill, actually gangrene set into his leg. Actually, I'm going to get emotional telling this. But he recalls that the doctor treated his leg as best they could in that period of time, but that the doctor had recommended to his mother that his leg be removed. His mother, the story he tells is that his mother told the doctor to come back in the morning and if that would be necessary, then that would be what would be done. She prayed by his bed overnight that night and the next day the doctor came, the leg showed improvement and was not amputated. So, but he had a, from that injury, the skin evidently grew against his bone and so it was quite a, an irritant to him throughout his life.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Wow, yeah, well, back in the day, you know, gangrene would take you out real quick.

MR. TUCK: Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: It'll do it today as well.

MR. TUCK: Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: On your mother's side, what did her parents do for occupation?
MR. TUCK: My grandfather worked for the railroad and if you go back to his father, they were Irish immigrants. In fact, I knew very little about my grandparents or my great-grandparents on my mother's side because, again, my grandmother was the only one that I knew on that side. However, my mother had an aunt -- not an aunt, I'm sorry. She had a distant cousin, it was, may have been a first cousin. But they lived here in Oak Ridge. She was actually in my office one day and I asked her about my grandparents. I knew where my grandmother and my grandfather were buried but I had no idea about my great-grandparents, who were actually the Irish immigrants. She told me that they were actually buried in a cemetery on a hill in Philadelphia, Tennessee. My wife is a real estate appraiser and so, one day she was appraising a house in Philadelphia and asked if I wanted to go along and I did. As she was doing her work, I looked up across Sweetwater Creek and I saw a cemetery on a hill up there. So, before we left, when she was finished, we drove up to the cemetery and drove in and, quite an interesting event. We pulled the car in and we each kind of walked in a path into the cemetery and my wife said, "Here it is." It was the grave of my great-grandfather. As I stood there looking at that, I thought, you know, this fellow was born in Ireland and he made his way some way to the U.S. and somehow, he came to East Tennessee. He fought in the Civil War with the Union Army. I actually have a copy from the War Department of his discharge papers that he was discharged in Nashville with orders for transportation back to Knoxville and then, he was buried in Philadelphia, Tennessee. And the thought occurred to me, regardless of the fact that he was my great-grandfather, how interesting would it be to sit down and talk to him and find out about his life, his travels, his migration, his immigration, if you will, into the U.S. and then, to come to East Tennessee. That was my great-grandfather. My grandfather, again, I understand that he worked for the railroad and my mother tells an interesting story about that: She and her, she was eight-years-old, and she and her siblings -- and there were eight children in that family, there were seven at that time and my grandmother was expecting her last child -- were at church on a Sunday morning. My mom says she recalls somebody coming to the church and speaking to her mother and all the family got up and left the church. She said, when they got back to their house there was a crowd around the front, the front door and that, being eight years old, she sort of worked her way through the crowd up to ... to whatever it was they were crowded around. And it was her father's body. He had been ... he had been killed ... the night before and ... and was discovered, I guess, Sunday morning and his body brought back home. I think that there was somebody that was charged with murder in that but was acquitted of the charges. My cousin, fellow by the name of Jerry Estes, and Jerry is a former Attorney General in the Athens, Tennessee, area, has got some newspaper accounts of that information. But just an interesting story but that grandfather of mine died when my mother was eight years old and I was born when my mother was, like, 33, so many, many years before I was born.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you find it interesting to just be able to find that gravesite without much problem? 

MR. TUCK: Oh, yes, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Just walk right up on it.

MR. TUCK: Yeah, it was very interesting because, again, you know, I had no idea where my great-grandfather was buried until this, my mother's cousin says, well, his, you know, his grave is here. And I knew where my grandmother and grandfather were buried but as far as my great-grandfather, you know, I had no idea. Just to be able to kind of pull up there and walk in and find it, it was rather surprising but it did cause me to reflect. Well, what would it be like to talk to this gentleman?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yes. How did your mother and father meet?
MR. TUCK: They both ... My dad was born in Greenback but one of the commerce areas of that area, Loudon County, was Loudon. My mother, although born in Philadelphia, lived in Loudon at that time in a small town and, you know, relatively, I would think, tight-knit and within the same age range and they just, they met in Loudon. I don't know exactly how they met.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about your father's school history?
MR. TUCK: You know, I don't think my father graduated from high school. I never talked much to my dad about his educational background. But my assumption is that at some point, which I think was rather common for the time and common for their socio-economic situation, he left school and became a worker on the farm, on the family farm.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What about your mom?
MR. TUCK: You know, I think my mom graduated from Loudon High School, but, candidly, I'm not certain of that either. Because, you know, she ... My mom was a ... My mom always struck me as a person that was, that was not well-educated in formal education, but was very wise. You know, had a lot of insight into life and a lot of insight into people and circumstances.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It's what we call, 'common sense.' 
MR. TUCK: Yeah, well, yeah. She was blessed with an abundance of that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you have brothers and sisters?
MR. TUCK: I do. I have one brother. His name is Frank Jerome Tuck. He grew up being called, "Sonny." That was a name that my paternal grandmother gave to him. He was actually named for his father, Frank. Jerome was actually Dizzy Dean's given name and my dad was a huge baseball fan and that was in the heyday of Dizzy Dean, so he named his first son, Frank Jerome. My brother was born in Loudon and lived in Loudon until he was about 13, 14, 15 years old when Mom and Dad moved to Oak Ridge. They relocated to Oak Ridge and, actually, an interesting thing about my brother, the ... Oak Ridge, at one time, in the early '50s, had an Appalachian League professional baseball team called the Oak Ridge Pioneers. My brother was the only Oak Ridger to ever sign and play with the Oak Ridge Pioneers. And I can remember, being a very small boy, that he was 15 years older than me. I was born when he was 15. My mother had an interesting perspective on that. She said, she said, “That's the way you do it. You have one, you get them raised, then you have another one." (laughs) That was her perspective. But I can still remember, when I was little, that ... that, from time to time, other, other players of that, of that team would come around our house because, again, my brother was the only local guy. He was the one that ... that had a home. I think these players actually lived in the World War II dormitories that were still here and it was very short-lived. George Warren, who passed away a few years ago and was a native Oak Ridger, owned -- or, an original Oak Ridger, I should say -- owned New York Cleaners. George told me the story one time that came up sometime that, yeah, he didn't know what had happened to the Oak Ridge Pioneers baseball uniforms. But that he had cleaned the uniforms and the team never paid him for those, so he ended up having those uniforms and never giving them back. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did they play their games over in the Scarboro area, Gamble Valley over at the ballfield?

MR. TUCK: They did, they sure did.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I remember that vaguely growing up.
MR. TUCK: Yeah, yeah. The field over there, I believe, at that point in time, known as Ridgeview, and surrounding it was a large green, solid blue fence.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. Very interesting about the Oak Ridge Pioneers, a friend of mine did research on them and there was quite a bit of information about that baseball league and who they played. What brought your parents to Oak Ridge?
MR. TUCK: You know, I think the, that they saw it as greater opportunities for ... for themselves. Oak Ridge was a new, vibrant community. You know, I ... it's hard for me to fathom, but, you know, when I was born in 1950 in Oak Ridge, there was not a building in Oak Ridge that was more than 10 years old and the vast band of age, at that time, were young people. This was post War World II, although my dad worked in Manhattan Project, living in Loudon. But this was, I think, in 1948. But, I think, for the betterment of themselves and the betterment of their family, they thought Oak Ridge would be a more advantageous place to live than Loudon, so they relocated here.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you know what he did related to the Manhattan Project?

MR. TUCK: Yes, my dad worked in the Maintenance Department at K-25. He was a painter, you know, and that was, again, in the maintenance area. Prior to that, he worked for Roane Anderson at the beginning of the city. He was a house painter.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you ever recall him mentioning a group of men at K-25 that was in the Maintenance Department that had been in World War II and got out and came here to work? To try to help the war effort. Do you ever remember him talking about a group like that?

MR. TUCK: No, not in that context. I was trying to think of some of the fellows that did work in his area. There was a deaf-mute worked, there that I think was a painter also and his name was McMillan. Then, there was a fellow that lived down the street from us that they also worked together, I think as painters also. I think his name was Sprowls and I grew up on Johnson Road, so the Sprowls family lived at the bottom of Johnson Road around Jarrett Lane. I lived at the top of Johnson Road close to West Outer Drive.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What was that address?
MR. TUCK: 187 Johnson Road.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, you were born in Oak Ridge Hospital? No, I mean in ...
MR. TUCK: I was born in Oliver Springs.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... Oliver Springs. Was that the first family's residence on ...?

MR. TUCK: Yes. Yes, in fact, that was, that was ... this isn't correct grammar, but I was brought home from the hospital to that house, and my brother and I, after my mom's passing in 2000, we sold that house. So, it's the only home I've ever known in Oak Ridge. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: What type of home was it?
MR. TUCK: It was a two bedroom, what they called a two-bedroom flattop. But, course, it'd been rehabbed. It had a gable roof on it, but it was a two-bedroom flattop.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me what, describe the inside of a, the flattop.
MR. TUCK: Ok. The thing that you would notice first, when you walked in was the ceilings were seven feet, you know, they were seven-foot ceilings. When you walked through the front door, you walked into the main living area. Now, these houses were, they had an outset to them with a porch and a utility room, initially. And it was not unusual at all to have substantial remodeling done, but those houses were basically about 24 feet square. So, you would walk into the main living area. They were equipped with a coal-burning stove that sat centrally in the living area that heated the front portion of the home, which consisted of the living area, where the front door would come in, the kitchen was to the right -- very small galley-type kitchen. Immediately, as you came up on the front porch, were two doors. One was the entrance to the house, one was a utility room. It was quite common for, and we had done that, we tore out the wall that separated the utility room and made that a small seating area for a table and chairs so that there would be at least some facility where you could sit and eat. Then we ... there was one bathroom. That was to the right. The interesting thing about the bathroom, I don't know how... it was a small, everything was small. But I think the original showers were like 24 feet square. So it had a shower and a lavatory and a commode and then there were two ... two small bedrooms that were in the back of the house. The construction of those homes appeared to be -- because I do remember with my dad and some others doing some basic remodeling on the house -- appeared to be two by two studs and plywood sheeting with some sort of tarpaper over that for the elements and then, our particular house had -- which was quite common with the houses -- had asbestos shingles on it. And, of course, the asbestos, at that time, was not airborne, it was ... it was similar to what the cemesto houses that are quite common in other parts of Oak Ridge, but the ... the shingles were asbestos in nature. In later years, my mom and dad, you know, honestly, changed out the windows in the house and had siding put, put on the house and so, the looks of the house changed substantially. They actually had a 12 by 24 addition put on the back for additional room in the home and the conversion to central heat and air, you know. As ... as time progressed and finances allowed, they would, they would upgrade that home, but that was actually our home from 1948 until my mother died in 2000.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall ever seeing an escape trapdoor in the floor somewhere in the house?

MR. TUCK: Not in the floor, not at our house. My brother, when he and his wife got married, which was in about 1955, they rented a small, one-bedroom flattop that was actually not rehabbed. It did have a flat top, it didn't have the gable roof on it. And in their one bedroom, yes, there was about a two-by-two escape hatch in that bedroom that was actually in one of the walls, it wasn't in the floor. But I can remember as a, again my brother's 15 years older than I, 1955, I'm about five years old, it was just a wonderful adventure for me to go to their house, run back into the bedroom, you know, jump out the escape door and come back around to the front porch and do it all over again. All those houses, interestingly, Don, were built on pillars, pillars and post. They were not erected with perimeter foundations as would be common, so I guess they were, in fact, designed to be ... to be temporary dwellings. One of the first recollections that I have as a very, very small boy was being on the front porch of our home and watching the concrete mixers that were, basically, in our front yard pouring the concrete sidewalks after the board sidewalks had been taken up. Don't recall much about it but just, you know, as a small boy, the wonder of this big machine and that's very, very vague in my memory. But, retrospectively, I know that that was at the time that the board sidewalks were taken up and, actually, the concrete sidewalks were poured to our house.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Why, TVA gave the plans for these hou ... flattops. They used those same ones at the Fontana Dam construction.

MR. TUCK: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: And they came in pre-fabbed, really, in sections.

MR. TUCK: Mmm-hmm.

MR. HUNNICUTT: But they were put everywhere, you're right. Just on the side of banks and hills, it didn't matter.

MR. TUCK: Well, I've often wondered, having grown up here, if ... if the actual engineering for our streets, if the streets were laid out or if the streets were designed, because, Don, you grew up here and we don't have any straight streets. I mean, they all wind and curve. I've often wondered if somehow the streets were designed to provide the course of least resistance so that it could expedite the building process because, at that point in time, I don't think there were actually lot lines, per se. It was just, build the street, put the houses in.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You're right about that. 
MR. TUCK: Okay.

MR. HUNNICUTT: They put this town up in a big hurry and whatever it took, that's what they did. They weren't worried about whether a street was straight or crooked or whatever.

MR. TUCK: Yeah. I've often wondered. I thought it's probably the course of least resistance and this is how we're laying the street out.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I don't know whether you ever noticed it, we're talking about flattops, if you go up through the Town Site area, Jackson Square area, in between a lot of the cemestos, they had a flattop stuck here and there.
MR. TUCK: Mmm-hmm.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, they're gone, obviously, but there's another type house that's kind of a two-level type house. I can't remember what the number of that house is, but they put those where the flattops were. And the reason I know that, I got a map out and was looking at it one day, and the image for flattops was sitting right where some of these houses are.

MR. TUCK: I see.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah. So if you ever see one of those houses I'm referring to, you can pretty much bet there was a flattop there at one time.

MR. TUCK: Are there a proliferation of those houses up around the Highland View area?

MR. HUNNICUTT: No. You'll see more at the top of Georgia and Outer Drive ...
MR. TUCK: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... where you turn to go down Delaware on the right and then there's one on the left going up Georgia and one out going out, going out Outer Drive on the corner of Outer and Delaware.

MR. TUCK: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You'll see some and then on up towards Ogden, Outer Drive, up in that area. But, it's kind of unusual that they came back and just put those in. But anyway, I have heard people's flattops had escape doors and now, there's one. If you look at the floor plan, you don't see that.
MR. TUCK: Our two-bedroom did not have one. My brother's initial home for he and his wife when they were married was a one-bedroom and it did have one.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's kind of strange. What was your first school you attended in Oak Ridge?

MR. TUCK: Well, that's kind of interesting. The first school I attended was Linden. The interesting thing about that is that I actually attended three elementary schools in Oak Ridge and never moved. I lived in the same house the entire time. My kindergarten year, I lived ... I went to the original Linden, which is now the site of LaSalle Park, and had kindergarten class there. First through fourth grade, I went to Highland View, and then fifth and sixth grade, I went to Willow Brook.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall, were you on a split schedule? Like back when I went, they had morning session for kindergarten and afternoon because there's so many kids.

MR. TUCK: I did. I did.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was that the same with you?

MR. TUCK: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Which session did you attend?

MR. TUCK: God, I apologize, but I don't ... I think it was morning, but I ... that's been a long ways back and ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you have any outstanding memories of kindergarten?
MR. TUCK: I do! I do. I remember two things, actually three things about kindergarten. One was that, when you came into our kindergarten class, there was a toy car there that was made out of a wooden barrel. It was a wooden barrel and it had a steering wheel on it and, in fact, in reflection, it may have been a locomotive type thing, but a ... but just the kind of toy that a little boy would enjoy. It sat in the area where our cubbies were, where our lockers were. Of course, the lockers didn't have doors on them but you had a place where you hung your coat, you know, in that area. My kindergarten teacher was, I believe her name was Ms. Buckner, B-U-C-K-N-E-R, and I remember that classroom setting. I remember one day we got a basketball goal that was mounted over one of the doors and had a bell that rang. I remember, in kindergarten, that I discovered Lego blocks and was very fascinated by those. I remember one particular day in kindergarten, two actual unusual incidences: One day, we went to the playground outside -- and it's the only time that I knew of this phenomenon -- we went to the playground outside after a very heavy rain and our playground was just covered with little frogs. You know, because we got milk cartons and we started to catch these frogs and, you know, we've all heard the expression of, you know, it raining frogs or whatever, well, you know, just very unusual circumstance. Lot of little, tiny frogs that were on the playground on that one given day. I do also remember a day in kindergarten where it snowed and I wanted so badly to go play in the snow that, probably this would be a horrible thing to do in today's environment, but it was unsuitable to go outside but the teacher actually let me put my coat on and I went outside and played in the snow by myself for a little while. (laughs) And I came back in. So those were the things that I remember about kindergarten.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Kindergarten was more of a teaching a child how to get along with other children more than anything, if I remember right. Is that kind of what you thought?

MR. TUCK: You know, Don, I've always been a very social person and so I enjoyed all of my school years because it was a chance to be friends and socialization. I remember, in kindergarten, being exposed to a lot of things and I'm sure that exposure gave me a learning process but, candidly, I remember very little about what I learned in kindergarten.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, it's more of a social learning than anything else.

MR. TUCK: Mmm-hmm.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I don't know what it's like today, obviously.
MR. TUCK: Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Kids are taught more at an early age than we were.

MR. TUCK: I think so.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What was your next, where did you go to first grade?
MR. TUCK: I went to Highland View. Mrs. Smith was my first grade teacher. I remember very little about the first grade except that Mrs. Smith, and this was probably in about 1956, either be '56, '57, I remember Mrs. Smith was, she came to school one day and conversation turned to the fact that she had a new, black and white Pontiac automobile that was parked out in front of the school. And so, as one of our classroom activities, we went outside and looked at her new car and each one of us got to sit in her new car. And so, that was ... Mr. Crouch was the principal at Highland View and somehow, I've never considered myself to be dyslexic, but I really had a hard time in my formative years of getting how to put a ... how to differentiate between a "p" and a "9". In fact, I got that wrong one day and the teacher sent me to the principal's office. And I still remember, Mr. Crouch was quite patient with me. Of course, we were taught, if you recall, around the top of every classroom was the alphabet in cursive writing and printed letters. Well, we were taught to come with a single down stroke and then put the loop on the top. Candidly, I'd get confused on which way the loop would go. Again, I got sent to the principal. I still remember that when I sat down, I explained to him this was my problem and evidently I had exasperated my teacher, but he was quite patient. He said, "Ok," he said, "Don't make it that way. Do it like this. Draw the circle at the top and then come down. Don't do the down stroke and go back. Do this. That's the way you make a nine and that's the way you make a "p"." And not ... Through the particulars of that circumstance, I became known to him. I was one of the students that he knew and ... but that was the reason that I had interaction with him, with the principal, because I made either a "p" a nine or a nine a "p."

MR. HUNNICUTT: That's kind of strange, don't you think? Thinking about why didn't the teacher try to help you with that?

MR. TUCK: Well, I would, you know, I would think that, obviously, at that point in time, I didn't realize it. But when we grew up, our classes were relatively large and, gosh, Don, I couldn't reflect on what my teacher was thinking and, candidly, I don't remember exactly which teacher it was. I'm kind of, it's kind of interesting because I do, I do recall my teachers’ names. Had Mrs. Smith in first grade, and I had Mrs. Sutton in second grade, and I had Mrs. Smeltzer in third grade and I had Mrs. Harrison in fourth grade and I had Mrs. Hale in fifth grade. I had ... kind of an interesting story, Mrs. Pritchard started out as my sixth grade teacher and she had a [inaudible] pregnancy and another teacher, her name was [inaudible], and she finished up our sixth grade class. And I'm amazed at the number of people I talk to that can't remember their elementary school teachers and what amazes me about it is, is that that's fairly easy for me to recall. I do remember who my teachers were, but, again, that covers Linden and Highland View and Willow Brook.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What did you notice the difference, each year that you progressed up through the sixth grade? Can you recall what was different with every grade?
MR. TUCK: Well, I think that, in the first grade, that the emphasis there was to teach us how to read. And so, we had the Dick and Jane books and, kind of, reading was the thing. I don't remember much about the second grade being much different in the second grade. My third grade, again, I don't remember except that it seemed to me then we started to get, and maybe second grade was math, I don't remember, I just remember first grade was kind of reading and second and third grade seemed to be progression of, you know, reading, writing and arithmetic. I do remember my fourth grade teacher, Mrs. Harrison, was, had a tremendous emphasis on science. You know, bird feeders outside our windows, terrariums in the classroom, a lot of ... and she had a son, that was like a year younger than us, that was named, Johnny, I think was his name. And he was not in our class, but, of course, with his mother being teacher, he was around a lot, having interaction. But she was heavily involved in science. In the fifth grade, when I went to Willow Brook, it became, the socialization there became the… My first experience, I guess, of where I was knowledgeable of the fact that I was interacting with, with children of different faiths. I think the first Jewish child that I knew was a fellow, that was in my fifth grade class, that was very smart. His name was Richard Weisberg, and Richard and I actually graduated from high school together and have seen each other at high school reunions. Our class has an email string and I know that occasionally Richard will respond. But that was kind of the fifth grade and the sixth grade, Jeff Ginsburg, who passed away about a year ago, but Jeff was another of Jewish lineage. Jeff and I actually ended up living on the same floor as freshmen at UT. We both played guitar and in rock and roll bands, you know, kind of as we grew up. But I guess that's what I remember, what I remember about my educational process in the fifth and sixth grade was actually socialization and particularly with children of Jewish faith.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What did you do in the summertime between school years for fun?

MR. TUCK: Oh, gee. I went to the Oak Ridge playgrounds, you know, I went to the Oak Ridge playgrounds ... There is an interesting story about that. Of course, the playground that was closest, the elementary school that was actually closest to my home was Willow Brook down, as many of us did, down through the woods. You know, we'd walk down to the end of Jellico Lane and at the very end of the street there was a very kind family that, that didn't mind you walking down their walk, walking by their front porch, which actually probably put you within 10 feet of their front door but that was our normal path to get to the playgrounds. I spent a lot of time at the playgrounds during the summer. Two interesting things about the playground activities: Within the recent -- I won't say recent past -- probably about 10 years ago, I got an interesting phone call and the phone call was a fellow that lived in Florida, had spent a career with J.C. Penney's and had retired from J.C. Penney's. His name was Jack Bailey. I got a phone call and Jack, upon his retirement in Florida, he and his wife, who also grew up here, wanted to move back to Oak Ridge. So, they had found a home and a realtor that they were working with had referred him to me and our bank as far as to be able to assist in that transaction. We had an enjoyable and brief conversation on the phone and as we finished up with the more formal process. Jack said, "Did you ever go to the playground at Willow Brook?" I said, "Yeah, yeah, that's kind of the neighborhood I grew up in." And Jack was actually my playground coach at Willow Brook. He was a student at the University of Alabama. We still kid about the Alabama and Tennessee ties, and he has since moved back to Oak Ridge. You know Jack, I'm sure, Jack and Pat. But that was kind of an interesting situation because that was where I, where I spent my summers was at the playgrounds. But at that time, I don't know if you had opportunity to take advantage of that, but the playgrounds actually opened at seven, I mean actually opened at nine and closed at seven. They had two hours off during the day from noon until two. Well, that was the way that I, that I spent my summers, mostly, was at the playground, playing, doing things on the playground. The other interesting ... I'm sorry?

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have any jobs during the, growing up?
MR. TUCK: Well, I was going to say, the other interesting thing about that was that, after my freshman year UT, I actually, I actually applied to be a playground director myself here in Oak Ridge. So, for three summers, I was the playground director at Elm Grove Elementary School for three consecutive summers after my freshman, sophomore and junior years through college. And so, Jack Bailey may have been my inspiration for doing that, but I did that and, yes, I had other jobs. A lady that lived across the street from me, her name was Myrtle Dye, and her husband's name was Granville, and she had two sons that were older than me. During their high school years, they worked part time at National Shirt Shop, which was then in the Downtown Shopping Center. That shopping center was probably built in about 1955, I think. But Myrtle suggested, when I became 16, that she would introduce me to Gene Carringer, who still lives in Oak Ridge today, and his son is Chuck Carringer, that was a former basketball coach and principal here. But she would introduce me to Gene and possibly I could get a part-time job at the National Shirt Shop. And so, when I turned 16, she did that, she introduced me to Mr. Carringer and... and he had no need for a part-time person but Kinneys Shoes, K-I-N-N-E-Y-S, Kinneys Shoes was next door. The fellow there was, the manager there was about 20-years-old, and his name was Jerry Cater and he was from Atlanta, Georgia. But Gene suggested that I check with Jerry Cater. Although he didn't have any openings, they might next door. So, actually, when I turned 16, I started selling shoes at Kinneys Shoes. The last job that I had in 1973, in actually 1972, before I went into the banking business, I sold shoes at Proffitt's here in Oak Ridge in the corner of the shopping center before it was turned into a mall. So, I never went on spring break because spring was, the spring break was when everybody bought shoes and, if you remember back when we were smaller, everybody bought shoes for Easter. And so, that was Easter. So, so, typically, I'd work about, oh, I'd work about 12, 12 hours a week. I'd work on Saturdays, work on Monday nights, work sometimes on Friday nights. And the minimum wage was a dollar and a quarter, and I would typically get, take home between $18 and $20 a week. But that was good for somebody in high school. I was a clothes hound at that time and so, bought a lot of clothes from Samuel's, bought a lot of clothes from Baloff's. Actually I went to Baloff's because they were in the Downtown Shopping Center, and a fellow by the name of Childs was the manager there. Anyway, make a long story short, I went in, he knew I worked up the street and he set me up a charge account up at Baloff's with a $50 limit on it. So, I ... I probably pre-spent every penny I made at the shoe store by going to Baloff's and buying shirts and clothes from them. But that was what I, a job that I had during high school. Those were formal jobs. I had, you know, had other jobs -- mowed yards around our neighborhood.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you have a paper route?

MR. TUCK: No, I never had a paper route. Never, no, I didn't do that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you walk to school or use the buses?
MR. TUCK: You know, used the bus system, used the bus system when I was in kindergarten and probably used the bus system up first grade, maybe second grade at Highland View. Then, as I started to get in the fourth, you know, third, maybe fourth grade, it became optional. Bad days were buses, you know, good days were, walked to school. Actually, my mother was a hairdresser here in Oak Ridge and so, when I was at Willow Brook, the typical thing was that ... that she'd just drop me off at school on her way to work and I'd walk home from Willow Brook. And then from, when I went to Robertsville that, again, kind of, was sometimes I'd ride the bus, sometimes I'd walk home.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Where did your mother work?
MR. TUCK: She worked at the Elm Grove Shopping Center. It was a shopping center called Jo-Al's, J-O-hyphen-A-L. Where that name came from, I have no idea. The lady that owned that was a lady that actually lived nearby there. Her name was Nona Pannel, P-A-N-N-E-L, I believe and my mother worked there for a number of years as a hairdresser. Interesting story about my mother, though, I could always remember that my mother said that she wanted to be a nurse and she would say, "I wish I had become a nurse." I had no appreciation for this until I grew older but ... but when my mom was 48-years-old, she'd been a hairdresser for about 25 years, yeah, about, she'd been a hairdresser about 25 years. Prior to that, when we lived in Loudon, in her, in her younger years, she worked at the hosiery mill, which many people did in small towns. But anyway, my mom's 48-years-old, she walks in one day and she said, "I quit my job today. I'm going into nurses training." And so, at age 48, she became a licensed practical nurse, became an LPN, went to work at the Oak Ridge Hospital and spent 16 years there, retired, I think, when she was 67 from the Oak Ridge Hospital.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did she have any training to be a beautician?

MR. TUCK: Oh, yeah, yeah. I can remember my mom telling stories, they lived in Loudon and beautician's school was in Knoxville. I think it was actually the Knoxville School of Beauty, but as I recall her saying it was on Gay Street. So it was a daily trip to get up in Loudon, get on the bus, ride to downtown Knoxville and be trained there and then come back. My mom, my mom, you know, I'd mentioned earlier that my mom had a lot of, you'd call it common sense, but a lot of wisdom. My mom maintained a license to be a beautician and she maintained a license to be a nurse for several years after her retirement. But it's actually an interesting phenomenon that, that I didn't subscribe to but I suggested that my children do this and that is, pick a profession where you, where not many other people have the capability of doing that, where you become licensed to do it, you know. And all three of my children adhered to that. Two of my boys are attorneys and one's a CPA [Certified Public Accountant]. So, they all have, you know, particular professional license to do what they do. I think that's something that my mom, at a different level, believed in because, you know, she was licensed by the State of Tennessee to be a beautician, she was licensed by the State of Tennessee to be a nurse.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember milk delivery to the home?
MR. TUCK: I do not. Maybe with some vague remembrance but, no, we lived one block from Hilltop Market and that was the vitals of the day and ... Seriously, to get to the market over there was a very short walk. I don't remember milk delivery. I do, I do, however, remember dry cleaning delivery.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Was the Andersons running Hilltop at that time?
MR. TUCK: You know, they were. Yes. I think there was actually, and I don't recall the gentleman's name, but there was somebody else that actually was the original operator of that market. Then Mr. Anderson, and I know this from talking to Mike Anderson, who was involved with the bank when we started it, his dad was originally in some way, I think, with the market in Woodland, which, I think, was Greene's Market. And then, at some point in time, his dad purchased, came into ownership of Hilltop Market. And, of course, Hilltop, that was one of the typical shopping centers in Oak Ridge. It had a barber shop, a beauty shop, a food market, a drug store, and at one time, early on, I think there's actually even a fire station at the end there.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me about high school. What were some of the classes you took and what did you like or dislike about high school?

MR. TUCK: Oh ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: And where was the high school located?
MR. TUCK: Well I was, obviously, spent my entire high school career at the, at the high school where it now stands. Started there as a sophomore. Had a geometry teacher, her name was Miss Mars, and Miss Mars asked me one day if Sonny Tuck was my brother because she had recalled him and I recall that. I recall another teacher, a history teacher, named Miss Frasier that ... that was in the latter stages of her career, I think, when I was there, but I think she recalled my brother there. One of the people that I enjoyed, that I really didn't enjoy the class very much, was Gene Moody and mechanical drawing. And that's when I, when I ... My brother had become an engineer and was with the, actually worked at Cape Canaveral at one time and then moved back to this area and initially took a job with the plants here. Then he ended his career with TVA as an engineer and I always had a deep respect for my brother. I thought that, and I wanted to be an engineer but I found out, when it came to mechanical drawing, that was just too precise for me, too tedious for my particular bent and so, although ... Then, Mr. Moody and I, he worked during the summers also with the Oak Ridge Recreation Department, so he and I worked when I did that. So I had an enjoyment of that and generally just had a wonderful time at Oak Ridge High School in all sorts of ways. Interesting story: My best friend in high school lived on Georgia Avenue and his name was Charlie Rice. And Charlie was affectionately known by most of his friends growing up as, 'Potsy,' which was interesting because he had a large stature. I was just, you know, during that period of time, my pants size was 30/30. It's since changed tremendously from that. But anyway, he and I grew up together. Interesting story about how I met Charlie, I went, when I was in middle school, which was then, then called junior high, I had a friend that I think lives here in Oak Ridge, although I haven't seen in many years, his name is Milton Spencer. And Milton asked me one day if I would be interested in playing on his church's basketball team. And I was always interested in any kind of activity and so, I said, "Sure." And so, I played on his basketball team for First Baptist Church, although that's not where we attended church. But on that team was, that team was coached by a gentleman by the name of Cecil Dowdy. Cecil had two sons, Jamie Dowdy, who was in my graduating class and was captain of the football team, and his older brother, Rick. But Jamie was on the team, his dad coached the team. There was a fellow on that team named David Elrod and these were guys from the other end of town. I was from Robertsville, they were from Jefferson. And so, there I met David Elrod and then Jamie Dowdy and played baseball with them. I mean, played basketball with them. Went on a couple of years later and had a very enjoyable summer baseball team that I played with those guys. But anyway, met those guys there. When I was in the eighth grade, I was on the Robertsville Rams football team and, of course, for the annual game every year with Jefferson, they dressed out everybody. And so, although I was not a regular dress-out for teams for games in the eighth grade, we did dress everyone. After the game was over -- and I don't remember who won the game -- but after the game was over, we, as would be customary, we went onto the field to shake hands with the opposing team. I happened to see David Elrod and he introduced me to Charlie Rice, who was on the Jefferson team, and that was when we were in the eighth grade. Interestingly enough, Charlie, Charlie and I still email each other and see each other occasionally. He's a retired Baptist minister now but grew up on Georgia Avenue. But he and I became fast friends, lifelong friends but we actually met on Blankenship Field at the end of the Robertsville, Jefferson football game in our eighth grade year.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What year did you graduate from Oak Ridge?
MR. TUCK: Nineteen sixty-eight.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Did you play sports in high school?

MR. TUCK: Played on the baseball team. I was, I was one of those kids that would be characteristic as being, I was small but I was slow. (laughs)

MR. HUNNICUTT: What position did you play?

MR. TUCK: I was an infielder, you know, never made much of a baseball player 'cause I couldn't hit a curve ball, but, you know, fairly decent with a glove.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Who was the coach at that time?
MR. TUCK: Buddy Pope was the coach. Buddy Pope was the coach. Buddy Pope was a lifelong friend of our family, actually, the Pope family lived, one house separated our house and their house. They lived on West Outer Drive, we lived at the top of Johnson Road. But the friendship of the Pope family and the Tuck family, my dad and Reese Pope, the father, went back to Loudon. They had both grown up in Loudon and knew each other from Loudon. In fact, my mother always told me that the first word that I ever said was, "Jackie," because, she said, I was in a playpen one day and Jackie Pope walked through the front door and that's what my mother always said, that he walked in and I said, "Jackie," and she said that was different than, I hadn't even said, "mom" and "dad" at that time. But, again, a lot of activity around our house because of my older brother.

MR. HUNNICUTT: That was Buddy's younger brother.

MR. TUCK: Yes, that's true.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Both were exceptional high school football players.

MR. TUCK: They were.

MR. HUNNICUTT: After graduation, did you continue your education?
MR. TUCK: I did. I did. I was fortunate enough, I was fortunate enough, Don, to grow up in Oak Ridge. Growing up in Oak Ridge, at least in my class and at my time, there was this thought, if you will, of the, that this is the natural thing was to go on to higher education. I think my parents were highly supportive of that but, but, really I don't remember a lot of discussions about, "Are you going to college? Are you going ..." you know, "What are you going to do?" It was just, graduate from high school, I'm going to college. Fortunate enough to be accepted to the University of Tennessee and went to Tennessee for four years and got an undergraduate degree in marketing. Started in 1968 and graduated in 1972.

MR. HUNNICUTT: After you got out of college, what did you do for edu... occupation?
MR. TUCK: Well, let me digress for just a moment because it would, you know, this is, this is an interesting tidbit of my history: One of my friends in junior high school, his name was David King and David was a year younger than me. I guess my, oh, I know what it was, yes. My junior year on the Oak Ridge High School baseball team, at the end of the year, that we had a team picnic, party, celebration, hayride with, at what was then called Carbide Park and I, this was, I guess, the end of my junior year. Of course, you go to an activity like that, you take a date with you. Well, I didn't have a girlfriend, per se, I actually went with a young lady that was in my class that was a buddy of mine. Her name was Carla Brewer. Carla and I went to the ... the hayride, went to the picnic followed by a hayride. On this hayride, we talked to another young lady and fellow, fellow that worked, that played on the baseball team. I believe his name was Harold Knowl, I believe was his name. But anyway, his date was a lady, was a young lady by the name of Sandy Cox and... Sandy was just drop-dead gorgeous and she was a year younger than me. And so, after that, after the hayride, I asked my friend, David King, what he knew about this young lady, Sandy Cox, and he said he didn't know too much about her but kind of told me where she lived. So, I called that summer to talk to Sandy on the phone and her mother informed me that Sandy was spending the summer with her aunt in Birmingham, Alabama. That that was kind of traditional she would go down there, her aunt owned a chicken farm and so, that was kind of a summer activity. Sandy's dad had passed away when she was six years old in 1957. But then her mother said that she would tell her that I, that I had called. So, anyway, she returned when, when school started. On, I believe it was on September the 9th, 1965, Sandy and I had our first date and we've been married now 43 years.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Congratulations. I thought that might be where you were going with that. Where did you first live when you first got married?

MR. TUCK: Actually, I had, Don, I grew up with just a love affair with automobiles. So, when we were first married, my parents were kind enough to help me buy a '36 Ford coupe that I was actually converting from a flat-head Ford drive train to a small box Chevrolet drive train. That's probably something that, the profession that I'm in today, what I do today, people will be surprised about. But so, the first criteria that we had when we got married in 1973 was we had to have a house that had a garage. Well, interestingly enough, we found a home on Johnson Road, down from the place where I grew up but it was a rehab, three bedroom flattop that had a basement under it, had a one car garage in it. We actually rented that home from the Morgan family, and I don't remember the first names, but that's Morgan Cab Company. His wife, Mrs. Morgan, actually ran Morgan's diner which is the place at, at the Jackson Square building that we now know as, I think, the Magic Wok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Yeah, Miss Betty ...
MR. TUCK: That's correct. But we rented that house from the Morgans and our rent was $100 a month. So that's where we first lived because it had a basement that had a garage and that's where I worked on my '36 Ford.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you all have children?
MR. TUCK: We do have three boys. My oldest son, Matthew, is, lord, I'd have to go back and figure ... Matt's 35, 36... He's in his mid-30s. He's an attorney, lives in Knoxville. My middle son, Grayson, and that's an interesting story about that name, but Grayson is an attorney and lives in Memphis. My youngest son, Andrew, is a CPA and he lives in New York City.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What's the story about your middle son?
MR. TUCK: Well, my middle son, of course, at that time, there were primitive sonograms that you could kind of make out shapes, but the gender of the child couldn't be determined by a sonogram. In fact, an interesting side light to that, my wife was asked by her first doctor to come to Gatlinburg one day because they were having a doctor's conference up there to show doctors how to use, how to originally use sonograms and so, she was one of the subjects that they had. But anyway, our plans were that our second child would be a daughter. That was what we had planned and what we had hoped because our first child was a son. So, we had chosen the name of Kathrine Morrie, a family name, my wife's middle name is Morrie, M-O-R-R-I-E, and we'd chosen the name Katherine Morrie after, with that and we hadn't, we had no boy's names chosen. Interestingly, when our second child was a son, I tell the story that my wife's, my wife's, all three pregnancies' deliveries were relatively fast but relatively uneventful because, I tell people, my wife was the type, it was almost like she'd look at her watch and say, "Ok, it's time to go to the hospital and have a baby." We'd go to the hospital and four or five hours later, we'd have a baby. (laughs) I mean... But when Grayson was born, he was born about three o'clock in the morning and, obviously, being a son, I told somebody, I said, so, we're all exhausted, you know. Sandy spends the night at the hospital, I go home, but the next, the next morning I'm in her hospital room with the books, Alexander, Abraham, you know, going through, going through trying to pick out names. And I had graduated from high school with a fellow by the name of Grayson Strang and Grayson met a very untimely death during our college years. Candidly, Grayson and I weren't close friends, we were acquaintances but that was the, I just always liked that name and so, we named our second son Grayson. Interestingly, there are probably three or four different people in my graduating class that had sons that were named, 'Grayson.' Doug Freels that lives down in the Marlow community, grew up here, I think he's got a son named Grayson and then, there are a couple of others. Grayson was a well-liked and respected individual amid my growing up here. And it's just kind of an interesting, to me, it's a very masculine sounding and interesting name.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you think the Oak Ridge school system was a plus in your education?

MR. TUCK: Unquestionable. Now, Don, I say that: Unquestionably. But, you know, when you grow up in an environment, you don't realize it. You know, if it's all around you, you just ... Especially if you're younger and you don't have any world perspective. You just think this is, this is the way it is. I didn't discover that, actually, until I went to UT and I was never a scholar in high school. I was not a scholar at UT. But, interestingly, when I got to UT, my roommate was from Nashville and I found that in particular things, particularly as freshman, English composition, that seemed to be particularly difficult for some of my peers just, it wasn't that difficult. Partly I ascribed that to a teacher that I had, I think, when I was a junior in high school, named Bill Lewis. Because each day, each week, I think the day was on Thursdays, we'd go to Mr. Lewis' class and he'd have something written on the board and it would be, "A stitch in time saves nine." Or it'd be "The Vietnam War." Or it would be something of that ilk and in our class, our classroom assignment for that day was to write a one-page essay, paper about whatever was on the board. And so, I think that repetition and being able to make outlines and follow your own outlines to actually fulfill a story, it really helped me. But when I got to UT, I figured out, gosh, I've been privileged with a quality education that I just didn't really realize because, you know, I was never an academian. But, and I'll tell you, Don, one thing that it taught me and that is the value of having your children around smart children. You know, I think there's a tremendous value to that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You think it rubs off?
MR. TUCK: Well, you know, I don't know that it rubs off. I think it is, I think it is beneficial.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tell me how you got in the banking business.

MR. TUCK: Oh, that's an interesting story. My roommate in college, for a year, was a fellow by the name of Steve Haygood and Steve grew up here in Oak Ridge. In fact, I think you all were neighbors.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I know Steve.
MR. TUCK: Ok, you know Steve, Ok. And actually, we were in the same kindergarten class at, at Linden. We weren't real close friends in high ... in our growing up years here but, obviously, had known each other for a number of years. Well, our sophomore year at UT, he and I roomed together. For some reason, Steve always knew he wanted to be a banker so he got a degree in banking and went to work for a bank when he graduated. He graduated like a quarter before me or something. But anyway, when I graduated, didn't have a job and he just said, "Why don't you come down to the bank and go to work for us?" And it's like, "Ok. Sounds like a good idea."

MR. HUNNICUTT: What bank was that?
MR. TUCK: That was the old C&C Bank of Anderson County. Yeah. And, in fact, another banker that's a local Anderson County banker that works with Regions today is Jenks Bostic. Jenks is well known in the Clinton community because his dad was superintendent of schools over there, but Jenks and I used to run teller windows together at the round building that's, that was the original home of C&C here in Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, tell me about the banking history of Oak Ridge that you know of.

MR. TUCK: Ok. Obviously, Oak Ridge was a government facility, a government regulated facility. The State of Tennessee had a law up until, I want to say maybe in the mid-70s, that banks could only be chartered by the county. So, when Oak Ridge was created, there were a couple of banks in Clinton but, obviously, no bank in Oak Ridge because it was created. The state, it's my understanding, and I think it can be proved, the state legislature made special provision for, actually, the Hamilton National Bank of Knoxville, to come and open offices in Oak Ridge to provide banking services for the citizens of Oak Ridge. And, again, that had to be done by special state statute to allow them to move across the county line. That ... that proliferated until the time that Oak Ridge became a city, which, incidentally, my youngest son did a report on that in high school. He tells me that the ... when all the city properties here in Oak Ridge were sold to, particularly individuals, first choice was whoever lived there, they could buy it. My mom and dad executed that option and bought it. My wife's family executed their option and bought their house. But that transition is the largest single transfer of government real estate into private hands in the history of the U.S. government. That's what he said from his high school paper. I digress. Remind me of the question you asked. Oh, banking history. Bank history. So, Hamilton was here for a number of years but then, as the city became its own city, evidently, there was a sunset on that, so Hamilton could no longer have an office in Anderson County. So, most of us recall the Solway Bridge that goes across not far, probably a half mile from the Solway Bridge, there was a Hamilton Bank there. So what Hamilton did at that point in time was to move back into Knox County but have the closest branch that they could. During that time, a local, a group of local businessmen, and, of course, Don, this was when I was a young person, so I don't know all of the individuals involved in it except Eugene Joyce was the driving force in starting, in the early '50s, the Bank of Oak Ridge and that became the local, hometown bank. In fact, is the only bank that was ever started in Oak Ridge until, actually, we started TN Bank in the mid-90s. It was the second bank ever to be chartered in Oak Ridge. But, Eugene Joyce -- and I would have to look in my office -- but at some point in the latter stages of his life, Mr. Joyce brought to my office a folder of information. He said, "I think of all the people in Oak Ridge that you would have an appreciation for this." And so, he gave me a folder of the history and the background that he had had of the Bank of Oak Ridge. It was very interesting for me to read through that and understand about that bank. But it was a local community bank started by local citizens here. A fellow that I'm in Rotary Club with, I can't remember the exact, exactly who told me this story, but he told me, he said he bought, he bought stock in the Bank of Oak Ridge. After he bought it, he wanted to sell it, couldn't sell it to anybody, couldn't do anything. He said, actually, as the bank progressed along, it became one of his better investments, but that there was a long dead period in there where, you know, the stock had little marketability and very little value.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you remember how difficult it was to get a loan from a bank in the early days?

MR. TUCK: No. No, because my banking career started in the mid-70s and so, you know, prior to that, you know, I had ... had no knowledge of what a bank did.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do we have a lot of wealthy people in Oak Ridge?
MR. TUCK: We do, yes, yes. You know, there's a lot of things that I think have contributed to that and also, it depends upon your definition of wealth. But we do have a number of individuals, whether they were like, like my father where they were in the maintenance part or whether they were much more advanced in degrees and job descriptions, but for their level, they were, they had a good work environment. Good wages for what they did, good health care plans, conservative cost of living. And those are kind of, kinds of factors. Then they ... most of those people came from what I think, the book was written, “The Greatest Generation.” Some degree of frugality and some thoughts of, 'make do with what you have,' and I think that has contributed to a substantial accumulation of what we consider financial stability, financial wealth of our long-term citizens here.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Now, is TN Bank a continuation of this Bank of Oak Ridge?

MR. TUCK: No. No, it was a newly chartered bank in 1995.

MR. HUNNICUTT: What happened to the Bank of Oak Ridge?
MR. TUCK: Oh, the Bank of Oak Ridge is currently Bank of America here. And, Don, I'm not so sure I can name you all the iterations. It was originally Bank of Oak Ridge and then that became Commerce Union Bank, which was a bank out of Asheville that bought that, and then, it became Sovereign Bank and then Sovereign was, oh, Sovereign then bought C&S Bank out of Atlanta to become a larger bank and so, Sovereign then was bought by Nations Bank. It became Nations Bank and then Nations Bank was, actually, purchased or Nations Bank purchased Bank of America and adopted that name. I think I've actually left out maybe one or two in there. I think that bank has gone through five to seven different integrations of ownership and name changes through the years.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Of all the mayors you've seen in Oak Ridge, have been here, which, in your opinion, probably was the most beneficial to the city?

MR. TUCK: Oh, wow ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: I'm sure each had something to contribute but was one stands out any more than the other.

MR. TUCK: You know, I don't know about, because at that time, at my stage of life, I did not have much of a, an economic perspective, particularly a political economic perspective. However, I do think that A.K. Bissel was a mayor of Oak Ridge that seemed to be, whether he was very effective at his job or whether it was being in the right place at the right time, you know. I think, Don, you and I both, having grown up here, we've seen the evolution of Oak Ridge, and what I mean by that, is that Oak Ridge has not diminished its stature through the years as much as some people would ascribe to it, as much as all of our surrounding communities have come up to a higher level. But particularly, I think, in the Cold War era, Oak Ridge was looked upon as being a place where there were good jobs, where there were well-educated people, a very good environment. I think that during that, the '50s and '60s era, that politicians, local politicians had an advantage that possibly hasn't been afforded those more recently.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall, talking about the Cold War era, do you recall the Cuban Missile Crisis? I know you were younger, but that age?

MR. TUCK: Yeah, I was, I was 10 to 12-years-old and I remember, I remember the subject but, no, I don't really remember the ... the danger of the subject, you know, as we see it today. I saw a documentary on it here within the last couple of weeks and it was much more of a national crisis than what I recognized it as a 10-, 11-, 12-year-old boy.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you recall, when you were in elementary school, any Civil Defense drills that you had to have or do you remember the Civil Defense air raid sirens that used to go off in Oak Ridge at a particular time ... ?

MR. TUCK: Oh, five o'clock. Five o'clock every day. Yeah, that, yes, I don't specifically remember the drills that we went through. I think that we, there were probably some of those, maybe. I don't particularly remember them as a part of my, as a part of my childhood, but oh, yeah, the five o'clock siren. That was, you know, you knew it was, you knew it was five o'clock and whatever that reference point was, well, I need to go home because it's supper time, oh, it's five o'clock, you know, whatever, they, every day it went off, five o'clock. I do remember that.

MR. HUNNICUTT: You told me a story one time about Oak Ridge, maybe people used to think Oak Ridge would be a target for, for the Russians if we ever had a ...
MR. TUCK: An attack.

MR. HUNNICUTT: An attack. You told me a story about that, relate that again.

MR. TUCK: In my early banking career, I worked in Knoxville with a young man by the name of Terry Shoffner. And Terry's dad was a fellow by the name of Bobby Shoffner and Bobby has, saw where Bobby passed away, oh, within the last five years or so, but one of the, one of the things I enjoyed doing, and still enjoy, is hunting. But to bird hunt and around here we quail hunt, not many quail here today. I don't do it very often, don't have a dog and so, that was another part of my life. But anyway, Terry and his dad, Bobby, had somehow developed a ... a trip that they went on in the Fall to Nebraska to hunt pheasant. And so I was able to enjoy that with them on a couple of occasions. Bobby was head of Civil Defense in Knoxville, and these conversations probably took place in the latter '70s, somewhere between '75 and '80 -- 1975 and 1980. But you, you get to know somebody pretty well when you ride in a car with them for 20 hours. But the subject came up of Bobby being in Civil Defense and me being from Oak Ridge. Somehow the joking conversation or, maybe, some degree of serious conversation about, well, you know, if there ever were an invasion or some kind of a war broke out, Bobby shared with me that, according to the Civil Defense plan in Knoxville, that Oak Ridge was not considered to be a primary enemy target. The reason it was not considered to be a primary enemy target is because there were so many things that were done at the government facilities here at the plants, that a foreign government might want to capture intact, that they would not want to destroy it. They would actually want to come in and take over those facilities and the research and the materials, whatever they had out there at the plant area that they, that they want to actually capture those instead of destroy those. So, he shared with me in the latter '70s that, at least according to Civil Defense plan for Knoxville, Oak Ridge was not considered to be a target.

MR. HUNNICUTT: In your opinion, Tom, what do you think Oak Ridge needs to attract more people here?

MR. TUCK: You know, truly an interesting story, Don. My wife and I, when we got out of college, we moved, we lived in Oak Ridge, and we developed an association of, well what we just call the Dinner Club. It's, it's an interesting group of people, most of them our age, most of us were in our 20s at that time and, in fact, most of those people still live in this area, although one has relocated to Huntsville, Alabama, because of their education and background. But we were all in our formative years. My wife, at that time, worked for D.O.E. [Department of Energy]. I, at that time, started my banking career here in Oak Ridge, was here in Oak Ridge for a short period of time. Actually, went to Oliver Springs, at my branch bank down there, for a short period of time then ended up in West Knoxville. So, this whole dinner group were actually people that were forming households. In the time we did this, one of the individuals lived in the Woodland community, one of the individuals lived in the west end of town out in the Oak Hills area, one of the individuals lived up in a C House, cemesto, one of the individuals grew up in Oliver Springs but her parents paid tuition so she could attend Oak Ridge schools, but they lived there. But anyway, out of this whole group, we were all kind of, except for one couple, we were all locally grown, locally educated in Oak Ridge. Well, we started to try to find housing. It was very difficult to find a starter house in Oak Ridge. So, when the couple that lived in the C House moved to Orchard Knob, you know, my wife and I, because at that time I was working in Knoxville, she was working for D.O.E. here in Oak Ridge, we moved to the Karns community. And so, there was this dissipation out of Oak Ridge. I'm not going to hang the moniker on it of, "affordable housing," but housing, and you have to look at it on a time-adjusted basis, but, pardon me, we were buying houses that were, well, the first house my wife and I bought, we paid $32,500 for it and it was 1,700 square feet, it was three bedrooms, two bath and was new construction but it was in the Karns community. At that time, houses were about $30 to $35 a square foot and you just, if you wanted to spend that price range, $30,000-$40,000 on a house, then your selections in Oak Ridge were usually very nice cemesto houses. But you could move outside the city limits and you could get new construction. Of course, for us it was a matter of convenience and we kind of moved half way so each one of us had to drive to work.

MR. HUNNICUTT: So, are you thinking or saying or indicating that we need some more beginner type housing or do we need inter, intermediate ... ?

MR. TUCK: Let me, let me share with you a thought I've got, Don. This is a thought that I formulated on my own so, you know, nobody's paying anything for it, this is what it's worth. But many times we compare ourselves to Blount County, Ok. I think there's some, I think, you know, if we think about it, Blount County, for example, or Knox County, for example, there are hundred acre tracts of land to build subdivisions where subdivisions can be built were quite readily available because you have agrarian background, farms. As generations move on, they aren't farmers anymore, it finally gets dissipated down to the number of kids that say, sell the family farm and send me my check. So, if you wanted a hundred acre tract of land for development purposes, it’s quite easy to find that or no, I won't say quite easy. Much easier to find that in west Knoxville or in Blount County than it is in our community of Oak Ridge, because, again, all the land belonged to the government, it was generally split into very small lots and were sold in very small pieces. So, development here has been, I think, challenging, number one. I think, number two, you know, we've also got a, from a security standpoint, a well-thought-out ingress and egress system, but certainly not the transportation system that comes with an agrarian type environment, where you have a lot of farm roads that become county roads and it's okay to go down this county road to this subdivision, you know, basically, you know. Oak Ridge, as I recall, you grew up here, you know, there's five ways in and five ways out. And so, and people will probably look at this and say, “What do you mean five ways?” Well, you know, you have Solway, you know, well, you have where the gates were, you have Solway, you have towards Tri County area. You have towards Clinton to the east. You have, of course, the reservation to the west. And you have G Road that everybody that grew up here knew was the emergency escape route if we ever had to get out of town.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Is there anything we hadn't talking about you'd like to talk about?
MR. TUCK: Oh, the phone. My uncle, my uncle ...

MR. HUNNICUTT: Oh, yeah.
MR. TUCK: Yeah. Well, interesting things and, again, when you grow up in an environment like this, you don't realize it. I was born on my aunt's 50th birthday and she lived in Seattle, Washington. That was my dad's sister and, as I recall, I only met my, it was my Aunt Idabelle, I think I only met her once in my life. And she was married to, I believe, it was someone associated with the F.B.I. [Federal Bureau of Investigation], but I'm not sure of that, but he was government, Ok. My mother would tell the story, it was kind of interesting. He would call my mother and say, "I need to be in Oak Ridge for a few days. Can I stay with you?" Again, we just lived in a two-bedroom flattop. But my mom said it was very unusual. He would have days that he would come here. She said a couple of days before he would come, that somebody from the telephone company would just show up at the house and they'd install a telephone back in one of the bedrooms. He would come and she said that he worked with the door closed and she said she could hear a typewriter and she could hear him talking on the phone but had no idea what he was talking about. But she said, you know, he would be there two or three days and then he would, and he would leave. Then, she said, after he would leave, you know, within two or three days, somebody from the telephone company would come and, and take the telephone out of the bedroom and it would remain that way until, possibly, his next visit. I guess that was part of the, part of the permutation, Don, of the generation or a couple of generations before us that were, that were well into the support and belief of national security. So, I believe that story to be true. My mother would have no reason to tell me that if it weren't. But it never occurred to her, I think, to inquire as to why that was, what happened. You and I talked about growing up here and, again, if you grow up in it, you don't realize it, but of having a knock on your door and it and, you know, I still remember this when I was probably 12-years-old, an F.B.I. agent comes and talks to me about one of my neighbors. And I shared with you that that also happened when I was in college. My roommate in college got a summer job at one of the plants. Well, that, you know, it was, you know, F.B.I. agent came to the UT campus and called me down from my dorm room and interviewed me about the character of my roommate. The most recent time that that happened is we actually had a former employee at the bank that was having security clearance. The interesting thing about it was, the agent came and talked to me and asked the, you know, the list of questions is pretty set and we went through the interview.  I did comment to him, after it was over, I said, "You know, you asked me every one of those questions and you never ... and you never looked at the paper." And he said, "No," he said, "I wanted to see what your body language was when you answered the questions." So, that was an interesting thing for me because he, you know, I noticed that we never lost eye contact. He just knew what the next question was and asked it. But when you grow up in an environment, you don't think it's unusual at all. Interesting, there is one other thing I'd like to share about growing up in Oak Ridge. I didn't realize this until I had a greater, I don't have a world, much of a world perspective, except what I see in the news or what I read about, but I do have a reasonable perspective. And, when we grew up in Oak Ridge, we didn't have any really rich people but we didn't have any really poor people. What, what I concluded on retrospect, in looking back at it, is we had, you know, we had anywhere from the -- and I'm going to characterize it this way -- we had, maybe, an upper lower class or a lower middle class to an upper middle class or a lower high class. And the reason that that was, I think, Don, is because we had no generational wealth here. We had nobody that took over the family farm, nobody that accumulated a great amount of wealth through real estate acquirement at that point in time. When I came upon that thought was when I was actually asked to work in the Oliver Springs area. In Oliver Springs was a different, although very close by, a different socio-economic environment in that there, you had people with very, very similar backgrounds but you would have somebody that, somewhere along the line, became the owner of a coal mine or the people that worked in the coal mine. And they all grew up together so their socio background is very similar but their economic circumstance was different. I also experienced that when I worked in Sevier County. I mean, in Oliver Springs and that part of our community, you had a broad dispersion because of coal wealth. Over in Sevier County, you had that same dispersion but it was in hospitality industry. People that had all grown up in the same socio-economic band of that community, but somehow, some of them got into the ownership of the hospitality business and some of them got into working in the hospitality business. And so, you had a very different strati of socio-economic circumstances which we didn't have growing up here in Oak Ridge. Because, you know, I think we were more compacted because, again, you didn't have abject poverty because people were here and they worked in the plants which, at every level were, for those jobs, good-paying jobs with good benefits, Ok. But you also didn't have super wealthy people because there's no accumulation of wealth, there hadn't been the time of accumulation of wealth or assets. So, I concluded that I, that economically, Oak Ridge was a little bit of a test tube because, again, once you get outside the boundaries, even in East Tennessee of that, you would find a greater dispersion of economic benefit.

MR. HUNNICUTT: I have to agree with that. I never thought of that but since you mentioned it, we had nothing to inherit.
MR. TUCK: Yeah, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: It was all government owned.

MR. TUCK: Mmm-hmm, yeah, so you didn't have the accumulation of wealth.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Right.
MR. TUCK: You know, generational accumulation of wealth. So, as you reflect back on your time here, we had, we had people that were, that had more or had less. I was very fortunate. I felt like I grew up very middle class. But we didn't have any super wealthy but, again, we didn't have any abject poverty.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Tom, it's been my pleasure to interview you and I thank you very much for your time for this interview. It'll go into the Center for Oak Ridge Oral History. People will be able to review your interview and, out of that, they'll get a good perspective of how the banking business started here in Oak Ridge. There's numerous other things that we could talk about ...

MR. TUCK: Oh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... if time would allow, but one last question.

MR. TUCK: Ok.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Do you think the city has progressed through the years? Are we on the upward movement or are we kind of just sitting in limbo?

MR. TUCK: Oh, I think we've certainly progressed. I think that, you know, we have evolved. I think we'll always be a government town, you know. I don't know, some people don't agree with that moniker but we have two economies in Oak Ridge: We have the economy behind the fence. And we have the economy that supports that, for the consumers that work in that environment. And that's the environment that I work in. You know, I work in private enterprise, capitalistic in nature, but to support the individuals and the businesses that support the people that are with the government facilities. I think we've found over a long number of years, that need has never gone away. It sometimes wavers. You know, we've had some dispersion of our population because it's much easier, now, to get to West Knoxville or to other places. But that's the same as the world everywhere. I do think that win, lose or draw, what we're finding now, not with Oak Ridge, particularly, but it is an Oak Ridge circumstance, is, you know, Clinton is advantaged by the interstate being as close by as it is, because those transportation systems are ... are so important. I've often said the, what urban redevelopment means is, in actuality, “the interstate went the other way.” (laughs) Because if the interstate goes that way, you don't need redevelopment. (laughs) You know, it's, it goes that way. I'd like to share one other story you and I shared, and you probably don't remember this, but, you know, actually, a few years ago, the first time we talked about things like this, which I think was at Secret City Festival, but it is an interesting story. As I said, my family grew up, my mom and dad were from Loudon and my dad told this story and it's an interesting story. There was a particular corner in Loudon where all the workers that worked at Oak Ridge would meet to catch transportation to come to work in Oak Ridge. They would all meet at this particular corner and a bus would pick them up. The windows of the bus were painted black so they couldn't see out. They would get on the bus and they would pull a black curtain across the front of the bus and separate the driver from the passengers and they would ride for approximately an hour. Then, the bus would stop, the curtain would open and they would step out to do their job. And they would work their shift at their job and then, they would get back on the bus and the curtain would be pulled and they would be delivered back to Loudon. He said the way they passed their time is, they would sing songs on the back of the bus. You know, that was the time of radio and a lot of verbal entertainment. They would sing songs. But that was ... that's just an interesting story. I remember when I shared it with you, you said you never heard that story before. My dad finally found out in, at the appropriate time, that the site that they were being delivered to was the site of the K-25 plant.

MR. HUNNICUTT: No, I remember now us talking about that. That's a very interesting story.

MR. TUCK: Yeah, it, it's just an interesting story that I think supported the secrecy of the city and a war effort here and the uniqueness of, of our community. I certainly never thought that, my banking career took me other places and I never thought that we're just celebrating the 20th anniversary of our bank here at Oak Ridge. Candidly, I really didn't believe that my career path would bring me back to my home town, but it did and I, and I'm appreciative to be here. And I'm appreciative of your time in asking me to do this because it brings back many, many fond memories of my childhood and growing up here and my affection for the city and just a wonderful opportunity that I have had. This community has given me, in my childhood and in my adult career, so Oak Ridge has been really, really good to me.

MR. HUNNICUTT: Well, thank you, again, Tom ...
MR. TUCK: Been my pleasure.

MR. HUNNICUTT: ... appreciate the information.

MR. TUCK: Happy to do it.
[End of Interview]
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