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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is, today is the day that only comes around every four years. Today is February 29 ...

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: A rare day.

MR. MCDANIEL: A rare day, 2016, and I am at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Nancy Stanley. Now, Nancy Stanley is what I know you as.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And there's another name on there now, Riser.

MR. MCDANIEL: Riser, R-I-S-E-R?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Correct.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, Nancy Stanley-Riser. I was thinking here was ... get my mic adjusted. All right, good. Well, Nancy's a, I'm not going to say, "old" Oak Ridger, I'm going to say a long-time Oak Ridger. (laughter) Let's start at the beginning, Nancy. Tell me where you were born and raised.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: You're going to be surprised at something I'm going to tell you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I was born in Milan, Indiana, up in Plymouth area and lived in Milan, Indiana, and I was the mascot for the for the Indiana Hoosier basketball team.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: As a little girl, I sat on Bobby Plump's lap. (laughter) Then my dad was sent to Fort Campbell, Kentucky, near Clarksville, Tennessee. While I was there, Oak Ridge started influencing me when I was about seven, eight-years-old. My dad, on Monday morning, would go to the back door, pick up a briefcase that was locked, and he would leave for the week, never telling my mother nor me where he was going.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you were living at Fort Campbell right? Near Clarksville?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: It was many, many years later that we learned where my dad was going.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And it was Oak Ridge, Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: He came here representing the Third Army. He was a civilian but he was known for his integrity, apparently, and he came and worked with Sam Sapirie. He helped set up Oak Ridge and planned the street system and all the infrastructure of Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was your dad's profession?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: He was a good guy. He started out in CCC Camps ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... and kept moving up because he was a man of integrity.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: He was just a marvelous personality and a person that people knew he would do what he said he was going to do. He ended up being a GS-17, even higher than traditional government service, and had to get special compensation as senior executive service...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... as he had moved up. He ended up being, Fort Campbell, Kentucky’s, Post Engineer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? So, was he trained as an engineer ... 

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... or is that something he learned on his own?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: He learned on his own. Started out trapping minks as a boy and working with the railroads and just kept moving up. He had a very, very responsible position.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, my, my goodness. Now did ... ?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I learned about Oak Ridge, personally, in 1956 when I was at Girls State. One of my very best friends that I met at Girls State was from a town called, Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Judy Ingram, her name was then, and she married Tucksbury, so she was Judy Tucksbury in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: In '57, my dad and mother had brought me over to the University of Tennessee [UT] to go to college and my dad said, "Let's go over to this town called Oak Ridge, Tennessee." And my mother and I wondered, well, how in the world did he know about a town, Oak Ridge, Tennessee. And I said, "Daddy, that's where my friend, Judy, Judy Ingram lives."

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So he said, "I want you all to see something." Mother and I were so naïve, we just really didn't think a whole lot about it. He said, "I want you to see something in Oak Ridge."

MR. MCDANIEL: And this was what year?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: This was in '57.

MR. MCDANIEL: In '57, ok. All right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: '56, '57, around that time. So, he said, "There's going to be something nationwide. They're called shopping centers." (laughter) He came and took us. I can remember how odd it was that there was this place where there was this U-shaped something and there were going to be stores all there. That was my introduction. Little did I know, you know, what that would eventually mean to me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Now, did you have any brothers and sisters?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I had one brother, my favorite brother, who is 10 years younger than me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And I'm his favorite sister. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, there you go.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But he was always just a joy and was pretty pesky most of the time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... but we're extremely supportive of each other.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: My dad was pleased because he was a great fisherman and hunter, and my brother followed in his footsteps.

MR. MCDANIEL: So your dad came, your dad came in the early days of Oak Ridge. That's when he, that's when you all were living in Clarksville.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And he came in the early days of Oak Ridge.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes. He was here at the very beginning and when it started.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: When we were going to build the YWCA, my dad said, "Well, where is there going to be a place for you to have a building?" And I said, "Well, Dad, there's a place called Denora Hall and we're going tear that Denora Hall down." He said, "Oh, yeah, on Adams Lane." I wondered how in the world did my dad know Denora Hall was on Adams Lane? And about that time is when he started talking a little bit about what had happened.

MR. MCDANIEL: What, now how old were you when you found out that he had ... ?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I'd say, probably, mid-30s ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Late 30s. He finally ... But he never did disclose anything as far as paperwork or anything else.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: We have found, recently, some of his paperwork when we were, Mother was closing up the home. She found a briefcase and his reports were sent to Dayton, Ohio, to some toy company…
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: … and his correspondence with the military. With what was going on with Oak Ridge was done through another whole area and I suppose they forwarded them on to him, probably, at Fort Campbell.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. Well, my goodness.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, anyway, my dad greatly influenced us. My parents started coming here, when we moved to Oak Ridge, he told us a little bit more about what he knew.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: We'd seen his picture on some of the stages ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... at the museum ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... of when they were making some kind of presentations.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. Now, so, they brought you down to look at UT, and did you end up going to school there?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes, I did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I went to UT, and then, I was awarded -- by my city -- a student experience and I lived in with a family in Sweden as a community ambassador.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, then I had to be in Clarksville for eight months, I think it was, to give talks. I gave over 60 talks about, because they had sponsored me, about my experience in Sweden.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Then, I was married and moved to Memphis ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... and graduated from Memphis. I went to Austin Peay when I was in Clarksville and also attended UT Knoxville ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... and then graduated from Memphis, Memphis State.

MR. MCDANIEL: Memphis State, oh, ok, all right. So ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I'm talking too much about me not getting around to ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: No, no, no, no... this, I always, I always find that it's interesting to find out a person's background because that always influences them later in life.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Well, actually, after I was in Memphis, my physician spouse and I went to Southeast Asia. We started a hospital in Laos, where there had never been a white-skinned person, never had any medical care.

MR. MCDANIEL: What year was this?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: That was in '64 and '65.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? So, you married a physician.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you all went and started a hospital.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes. We had two little boys at the time. I know, now, why my parents were, and his parents were beside themselves, taking a 30-month-old ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... and a 15-month-old little boys to Southeast Asia. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, to Southeast Asia.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But it did greatly influence me. Once I moved to Oak Ridge, I couldn't do anything to help others.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, we started going up into other areas where there was no medical care in Tennessee and set up, probably, eight to 10 clinics.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: First clinic Morgan County had in Wartburg, in Deer Lodge, Petros, Jacksboro, Crab Orchard ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was this, was this you and your husband?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So, when ... So, you went to Laos and started this hospital…
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: … and you said this was what? '64, '65?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that before the Vietnam War?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: We were riding in the Helio Courier airplanes. They were the CIA.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And they were doing the reconnaissance. They would use us as excuses. “We've got to go down, take supplies to the medical family.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So they would take us in those little planes. We landed on a strip where they had to fly over and get the buffalo to get off of the field.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And a couple of months of the year was monsoon season ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You just couldn't ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... we couldn't get out at all.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... So, how long were you there?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: For a couple of years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? Wow.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes. We started a hospital and brought back a young man and my college, Austin Peay University, allowed him to go to college where he had only gone eight years to school.

MR. MCDANIEL: You brought, now you did what?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Brought a Laotian back ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... because we learned that if you really want to help someone ... They would say to us, you know, it's Ok for you to wash your hands and boil your water ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... but, you know, we're Laotians.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, we thought if we'd send a Laotian back to teach, as we were trying to teach, that that would be far more successful.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ... So, you spent a couple of years there and then, did you move back to the states?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes, David completed his surgical training and we started looking for a place to live.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: We went several places, and his brother was a pastor in Oliver Springs. We visited there and were driving through Oak Ridge and he says, "This looks like a nice town."

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, we went to the hospital and literally knocked on the door of Marshall Whisnant and it was Oak Ridge thereafter. They were marvelous.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was '56 or so?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: No, that would have been ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean ‘60 ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Sixty ... probably '67 when we were looking.

MR. MCDANIEL: '67, right, right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, we were, I think, the very first medical family who were not with the military. Because originally, Doctors Spray and Bigelow and Nance, all those physicians were Colonel so-and-so or Major so-and-so.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER:  They were the physicians that were here at the hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Then, the hospital apparently, in the late '50s, was turned over to the Methodist Church. Then, when we came, and about the same time we were coming, Nick Kaebnick, Nick and Nancy came also...

MR. MCDANIEL: Who was that? Nick and Nancy?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Nick and Nancy Kaebnick.
MR. MCDANIEL: Kaebnick.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: An ophthalmologist and David was a surgeon, and the community just opened their arms to us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I think every one of the medical physicians invited us to their homes for dinner. The Methodist Church welcomed us with open arms.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And in '69, we moved here.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you moved here in '69.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, it was after you moved here that you ... you started going into the rural areas and some of the clinics and things such as that.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I think that that experience that we had had, this community afforded us something that very few communities in the world could, because here you have such a diverse socio-economic group.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Along with the people from all over the world that are here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, as a result, I mean, we loved it and I continue to love it. Because I don't feel that I'm ever judged, but just loved, because this community takes everybody in. It's just kind of an oasis ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... from the rest of the world.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: My four sons have said, now that they're older, “Mom, the best decision that you all ever made was moving to Oak Ridge.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: They all live in other areas of the, actually they've been in many other areas of the world, as well as other areas in the United States ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... and they all said, there could not have been a better place to have grown up than Oak Ridge, because of the scholastic capability ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... that this school system has, because extracurricular activities, because of the sports, it was a marvelous place for a family.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And it still is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Still is. It's a, you know, you're like so many other families that came here and decided, this is kind of an, Oak Ridge's kind of an oasis. It really is. Culturally, socio-economically, as you discovered when you went into the rural areas, I suppose. Did you ever feel -- and I want to get back to some of the early, early stuff -- but did you ever feel isolated in Oak Ridge? Some people that I've talked to kind of felt that they, they were, especially those who grew up here, had not experienced, they didn't know what was going on around them. But, I guess for you all, because you've been around, you'd been in other parts of the world and seen real poverty and real hunger and, you know, so, I guess, that didn't affect you. I mean, I guess being isolated, feeling like a utopia.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I have never been isolated any place in my world. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: My husband says I'll go in a bathroom in a filling station and, you know, its 15 minutes later and he says, "And who is your new best friend?"

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Because I like all people, I like all socio-economic groups ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... of people and see the value of, I see the value of everyone.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you came here in the, you moved here in '69. You said you had four boys at the time?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: I imagine they were young, you know, they ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: They were two to eight.

MR. MCDANIEL: Two to eight. And you talked about how they felt about growing up in Oak Ridge. What were some of the things that they were involved in in the community?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: They were good students. Every one of them did well in school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: One of them wasn't interested in going to school a whole lot, but the school helped a whole lot. I got to know Henrietta Grant quite well at Oak Ridge High School, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, who was she? Was she a principal or ... ?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: She was the guidance counselor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Guidance counselor, ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And, but they all were ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was a nice way of saying it. I got to know, got to know her very well. (laughter)

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: That was when the school was having a lot of trouble. My kid's troubles were never as severe as a lot of kids troubles ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... were at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But, you know, when a kid is not taking all the classes they're supposed to go to and that sort of thing, it's trouble to you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But the boys did very well. Three of them started college just about as sophomores. They lacked, maybe, one or two classes. But the school allowed them advanced placement core classes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: They went to fine schools and would be surprised, "Mom, college is easy."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Because this school prepared them so well and they, you know, went to the University of Virginia and Indiana University and Yale and New York University.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: University of Chicago.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: You know, fine schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But this school gave them a real strong base. They did well in sports.

MR. MCDANIEL: I want to mention something, since you were telling that story. I have two boys that are in high school now. One's a senior, getting ready to graduate, one's a freshman and when we first started, our oldest son first started to go into high school, we had to go to some meetings, and what you mentioned is exactly what they said to us. They said, what our plan for each child in high school is, their junior year is probably going to be their toughest year, said, because when they graduate high school, we want their freshman year of college, we want them to be so well prepared, that it won't be tough on them academically because there's enough going on in a young person's life when they leave home and go to college the first year. We want them to be able to breeze through as much as possible that first, at least the first year of college. We want, that's our goal is to prepare them for that. So, that was interesting that you mentioned that.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: They were ready. Yes, they were ready. That's one of the reasons also that they said it was a great decision to have lived in Oak Ridge ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... because it's, it prepared them for life. They, they're ... It's amazing all the sports that they have here. And not just, you know, mediocre sports.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: In fact, one of them got a full, full scholarship in sports.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes. Dan got a full ride with gymnastics ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... at Indiana University.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Mmm-hmm...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, my goodness.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But they, you know, they were in track and football and the Boy's Club meant a lot to them also.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Paul was a very fine swimmer with ACAC [Atomic City Aquatics Club].

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Took a lot of discipline to get up and do that, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... it was, we had a lot of fun. Also, the Police Department was very good to call you, "Do you know where your boys are?" "Why, yes, they're sleeping down in the basement at a slumber party." "They're out putting toilet paper in people's yards." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Never critical, but you know, by the way ...

MR. MCDANIEL: By the way, did you know? My goodness. The ... I would imagine, I would imagine Oak Ridge was, as you said, it was a great place for the kids to grow up. I'm sure your ... your social life was full. I'm sure you had lots of friends and lots of activities that you were involved in while the kids were, were still young, or at least old enough to kind of take care of themselves. That they wouldn't starve, you know. (laughs) So, why don't you talk a little bit about that and the early days when you came here, your activities and the things that you did?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I was really involved with the children's activities, and, you know, carpooling ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: … and then, spent a lot of time -- all the physicians collected medicines. That's when they got tons of donated drugs and I'd drive all over the place with a trunkful of drugs and boxes of drugs. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: This is in the '70s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And nobody, I thought, if the police stopped me, I guess they'd wonder. But, I mean, I could convince them pretty easily, I'm just doing this to help people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But I spent a lot of time with that and then spent, with setting up the clinics. Doctors’ offices would remodel, and so they would give us all their supplies and we would take them up and supply the clinics.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And Briceville was one of the first ones that we started.

MR. MCDANIEL: Who, which one?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Briceville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Briceville.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I did a lot of that. Played bridge, was very active in the women's medical group.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Active in church, sang in the choir ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did you all attend?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: First Methodist ...

MR. MCDANIEL: First Methodist, Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, it was a busy, fun time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But then, I guess I could say tragedy struck and our family split up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And I had the boys, they were 12 to 18.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, I learned many things that I never wanted to know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But the four boys remained really good through, friends through all their disappointing times.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And they learned, you know, to deal with some sad times.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But they've all come out on the other side very marvelous people. Every one of them are excelling and happy and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... and actually doing very well in their life work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ... I understand.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, you can get through some tough times, but I will say that, one of the mainstays that I had was this community. They took us in, loved us, cared for us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And I think this whole village, really, helped us get through a difficult time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ... So, here you are, you're ... you're a single mother of four teenaged boys and you'd been a physician's wife and you'd been very active in, you know, helping others and doing other things. And here you were, and, I don't want to get into too much detail, but here you were looking at a future where, you know, you're going to have to support yourself. I mean ...

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I was scared to death. I was absolutely ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about that.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I was absolutely petrified and I think I just sat quietly and, first of all, trying to keep up with those four, I was able to say, "Lord, I can't do this by myself."

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: "You're going to have to help me. I'm turning these boys over to you."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And that helped a whole lot because I had a certain inner peace.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I knew that everything was going to be ok. So, that was the first thing. Then, the second thing that I did is, I thought, you know, above all, I'm going to have to witness to these boys that when things get tough, you just do what you have to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, that was one reason I thought, I'm going to stay straight as I can. I'm going to put their needs ahead of mine.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And I did that for quite a while. We had, we had some really tough times and I could tell stories you might not believe what we went through. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you tell me what you feel comfortable telling me.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: No, I'll let the boys tell the story.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But they have, I'm still learning things ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... that, that people ... well, people say, Ms. Stanley, you know, you weren't at your house and we had one of the best parties we've ever had. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my goodness.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, I think we had a few parties ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... that I was not aware of when I was out of town. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, those teenaged boys, they'll do those things. They'll do those things. 

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But they were never really, as far as bad people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: They were just boys that were having a good time and learning about life ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... living life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And whenever they'd call me, "Mom, I already know what you're going to say, I just want to hear you say it."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: They would, they would have made up their mind. But they knew that I would say, "Hey, go for it."

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: This is your time of your life to experience new things and do new ... As long as it was moral or legal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Otherwise, I would have ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course, of course, of course.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But, so, we got through a difficult time and enjoyed lots more happy times.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right, right ... So, so you got the boys out of school and they, they went off to college and here you were, by yourself. What did you do?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: That's when, it was another whole phase -- I'm seeing that I'm living different phases.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: This is when I started working and when I began to understand what the glass ceiling was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, tell me, about what year was this? About what time period?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Let's see, Bill graduated from high school, the youngest one.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I was trying to just be there for them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And he graduated. Actually, I think a couple of years before he graduated, so that would have been in -- '66 and 15 -- probably in '70 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Late '70s, early '80s.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes. It actually would've been in the '80s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, probably '80...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: It was in the '80s

MR. MCDANIEL: Early, early '80s.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes, is when I started, '83, '84, something like that, I started and I had made investments in real estate and had doubled my money ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... pretty easily. So, I had gotten a degree in education and had taught at East High School in Memphis, and had done quite a bit of tutoring. But I loved the real estate, so I decided that -- and people encouraged me. "You're good at that." So, that's when I got into real estate.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And at that time also, I was asked to be on several boards.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Several boards that were mostly men and me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: It was interesting because I sensed that I was supposed to be the secretary and not in a leadership position.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: We'd go around the table and have ideas and I'd have an idea and then, they'd say, "That sounds pretty good," and then, go around the table, and one of the men would say the same thing I had said except a little bit different way and they'd say, "Oh, that's a good idea. Let's do it that way." (laughter) Well, I'm thinking, I don't understand what's going on here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And I began to understand ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And it's just because you're a woman.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Mmm-hmm. Then, within the next 15, 20 years, I was experiencing a change.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: In fact, I was the first woman that the Rotary Club would allow to come to Rotary and also be an Altrusan. Now, the young women have no idea that a lot of people can do that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But the men's group was not excited about having a woman who was also active in a women's group ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... such as Altrusa.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did they, did they have other women in the Rotary at that time?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Not many.

MR. MCDANIEL: Not many?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I think that Sandy Richard, Sandy, what was her ... ?

MR. MCDANIEL: Sit back if you can. 

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sit back, there we go.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Sandy ... I'm trying to think of her, before she married Jack, anyway, Sandy, I think, was the only woman. I believe I was the second woman in Rotary ...

MR. MCDANIEL: In Rotary?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... and I had already, I was in Altrusa ...

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... and so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And this wasn't that long ago, was it?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Probably ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Late '80s?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Mmm-hmm, in that time frame.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, 20 years or so. Wow.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Since, when I started working, to where the boards, particularly have women on boards, women now frequently are chairman of the board.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure. Well, you know why that is, don't you? Because they know how to get things done.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Done, they're capable.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's exactly right. (laughter)

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: We're beginning to realize that.

MR. MCDANIEL: They know how to get things done.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I hope I've made a difference for other young women that will never really understand where my generation, particularly, came from.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, it has been very interesting for me to see the changes in the make-up of boards... I was on an International Health Board, and it was years before they would accept a woman as chairman of that board.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Mmm-hmm. And that, I got in on that board in the mid-'70s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And it was probably in the late '80s before ... and it was an international board.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So there were people from all over the world.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. What were some of the organizations you were involved in in Oak Ridge?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Rotary, Altrusa, the Methodist Church, I was on Area Foundation board for the Methodist Church, and Pellissippi, I was on the Pellissippi board for years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Pellissippi Community College?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Well it was started out the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: State Technical Institute. Right, sure.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And I'm still on the Oak Ridge Utility District board. I've been on that board for a long time. From their board, I go to Washington, D.C., and lobby for gas utilities.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes, and I’m on the University of Tennessee School of Music board.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Altrusa, I mentioned Altrusa.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Any number of, most organizations I was active with.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right. Well, my goodness.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I was never really active with the PTA, but I always frequently went along when the kids needed a chaperone.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I would go and take them and supported the teachers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. Sure, exactly. Now, you mentioned earlier about the YMCA [Young Men’s Christian Association] or YWCA [Young Women’s Christian Association].

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Talk about that a little bit. You were involved with the YWCA, weren't you?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes, I actually ... something that I need to tell you that happened.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: To give you an idea of the glass ceiling.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: We decided that we needed a new building because we were in Denora Hall and its roof was leaking.

MR. MCDANIEL: And where, about what year was this, about?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: This was in the early '80s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And so, we decided we would interview some fundraisers to see how we can do this.

MR. MCDANIEL: Because you're on the board, you're on the board of the YWCA?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes. And this was the first successful fundraiser that this community ever had. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: In fact, people said, you can't do it, we just don't have enough big dollars in Oak Ridge and it can't be done.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So I thought, we'll hire a fundraiser. So, this man came and he talked with us and so, we asked him to go out we'd talk about what we could do. He comes in and he says, "One thing I know is, you girls can't do this without me."

MR. MCDANIEL: You girls, huh?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And I said, "Y'all, I'll tell you one thing: He was going to charge $60,000," I said, "we're making $60,000 right off the bat here."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly. (laughter)

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: We don't need him to tell “us girls” how to do this.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, we, we did it. And we got the Y building paid for within three years from donations.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? How much did you raise?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I was trying to remember when I was thinking about today. I went to Troy, Michigan, and I got a $60,000 grant from K-Mart.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: It was Kresge's at that time, from Kresge. And then, we saved $60,000 by not having the fundraisers...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Then, we had a large donation of $60,000. So, we had quite a bit. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Then, how we made it happen is, many, many people donated $1,000 a year for three years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: In the '80s, that was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was a lot of money.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... a lot more than $1,000 today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, a lot of people stretched and some people gave more than $1,000 a year, a few did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And we had a building paid for.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Well, my goodness.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, the building is in transition right now and I've been active in causing that to happen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I don't know exactly what's going to happen. We're right now just trying to get, there're many items in it and we're trying to get them sold or else we'll eventually give away a lot of things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure, I understand.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Then, there'll be a determination as how to use the building, but the committee that's working on this very much wants it to go back and be used for people in need in this area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So that's what we're working toward and I think that'll happen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ... So, let's go back and talk about your business a little bit. You said you got into real estate.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So talk about, talk about that.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I loved it and I continue to love it. I wanted to help my community and we needed affordable housing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I had done a huge subdivision down on Watts Bar Lake, and did very well.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And that was when ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you developed it?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes, it was two acres, or over 200 acres and over two miles on Watts Bar Lake.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: The men in Kingston absolutely couldn't believe that a woman would do something like this. I'll never forget, when we had people come out and look at the land, they came and sat in their -- they brought their chairs -- and sat there and just watched and like, "She can't do this." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: What was the name of the ... ?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: It's Idle Oaks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Idle Oaks, ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Now, there are several Oak Ridgers there and many people are saying it's, how much they love it there. But anyway, that worked out well. Then, I did another one on the lake, down by Bayside Marina.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Then, I had an opportunity to buy the Jackson's farm in the west end of town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And I did that hoping to have affordable housing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And there are currently, probably, 15 houses there that were, at the time, about $120,000 to $160,000.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where is that, exactly?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: It's behind Weigel's in the west end.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure, sure ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Well, it was doing very well until 2008.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Then, all the sudden, I'm thinking, oh, my gosh, what am I going to do?

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, I learned some more lessons that I never wanted to learn. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. I understand.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But was able to survive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But it was not easy because there was a lot of debt there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Nobody was building houses, nobody was buying houses, but I've been able to come out and do, do ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Probably, the primary disappointment that I have had in this community has been the lack of growth.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I tried very hard to help with the growth and it probably will still happen, but when we moved here, the population was about 27,000.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: We're not growing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, it's stayed ... It was 20 ... It's 29,000 now. I mean, it's, it's ...

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And why do you think that is? Do you think ... ? I mean, you know, some people say, well, it's just, just the geography.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Geography doesn't have a whole lot to do with it, I don't think.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I think there's a couple of things. One is, we have not had the "can do" attitude. I have had any number of builders that have come and looked at property and said ... I go and I talk and it's not, 'We're glad you're here, how can we help you,' but, 'We've got this and we've got this and we've got this requirement.' They find that it's very difficult to come here and to build here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I've served on many boards, I've served on Chamber board, I've served on several boards that were a make-up of the city, the Chamber and the city of Oak Ridge boards trying to make a difference.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I think that would be my primary concern. We, we have not had a, welcoming people with arms, 'what is it you need?' 'How can we do it?' 'How can we please you and get you to come?'

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: The other is, we're too close to Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: That's a positive and a negative. But, for us and our growth, it's a negative.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER:  I remember, Mike Ross came and met with me two or three times, asking me about Rarity Oaks and Rarity Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I said, "Mike, I don't think Oak Ridge is quite ready." We're not that far out to the west ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And Knoxville is not that far to the east.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, it's going to have to be gradual and, hopefully, not so gradual here, but probably it's still going to have to be gradual here because people can pop in their car ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And in 20 minutes, they're in west Knoxville.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Right. What I tried to sell Oak Ridge on, the marvelous schools, the marvelous, we have a marvelous medical facility. We have all these interests in music and arts ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... all of those. We're strong on. To say to them, "This is a bedroom community," I get upset if I have to wait on two stoplights. I mean, you're just any place you want to be in this town, with any activity in a matter of 10, 15 minutes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, absolutely. That's from one end of town to the other.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Exactly. So, that's what we need to say to people is, we've got all of this. Then, if you want to go to a big time restaurant or go out and do some major shopping, then, go to Knoxville. But we've got to get the attitude of people that we have benefits here in Oak Ridge and keep them here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is it, and where do you think that attitude has come from, that there's not ... ? Do you think it's a throwback to the old closed Oak Ridge mindset?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes, I do. I think that there are a lot of people that don't want Oak Ridge to grow. Not a lot, I shouldn't say a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: But some  ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But some people still ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ...some people with significant influence.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yeah, want it to stay [as it was], and I understand that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But, if you're a realtor and wanting to sell houses, you don't feel especially positive toward them. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: And what's going to happen is the -- and I want you to address this -- is the housing market is just getting older and older and you're having a lot of these older houses that are getting rundown and you're having a different kind of Oak Ridger come to Oak Ridge.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: There are some people that actually prefer the vintage homes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So that, we have played that up very well. Some of them have been remodeled just into beautiful, beautiful homes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah. Absolutely.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But we do need more new housing and new housing developments. I'm thinking if, to goodness, the shopping mall happens, and we can get, there to the west ends, the more properties developed, for commercial development ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. But I guess the question… 
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... industry, you know, we need to get some industry farther west.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: That'll help us.

MR. MCDANIEL: I guess the question that I'm asking is: There seems to be a lot of low-income housing, that people come to Oak Ridge because it's cheap to live here. And, there are things that come along with that. Would you care to address that or not? Feel like you can or don't have to.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Well, that's one the, that's one of the things that this Y building is hoping to help people ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... to see how to get out of some of their difficult situations.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And help them, advise them in, this is the way you get a job and here are some jobs available. I see the value of having low-income people also.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: You need people that are willing to take jobs less than $15 an hour.

MR. MCDANIEL: That the rest of us won't ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... do. Exactly, right.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I see the value of a lot of people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I don't see a lot of value when people are just not willing to put the effort forth to get a job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But, I think if we can get some ... A lot of the groups here in Oak Ridge are trying to help with that. I'm becoming very aware of that because so many people are coming and saying, “We need, we need help.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I have 16 groups on a list that are wanting to be a part of this new building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: We're thinking about calling it -- and I think the committee won't mind my saying -- thinking about calling it, The Hub. And we'll have a building where all different groups, non-profit groups and groups that are trying to help people that have needs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: They'll know they can come there and get some help.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, they'll be, people'll be able to come there and get a lot of different resources.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Not just one thing.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, that's what I'm hoping.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly, exactly.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But anyway, it's a great community. I've been loved very much by this community and I love this community.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you've done, so you pulled yourself out of the 2008 economic mire and ... (laughter)

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: That's somewhat of a miracle, I can tell you.

MR. MCDANIEL: I understand. And so ... So, is real estate in Oak Ridge back? Or do you think it will, will come back to that level?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: It, it's picking up. It's picking up. Actually, I should talk a little bit about the company that I started, Realty Executive Associates of Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, absolutely.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: We, we have 26, I think, now, of the, I'd say the majority of the top notch realtors are in that company.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes. Some of the other, some of the other companies have some very good realtors, also.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But we have the majority of the top producers. We have, any number of times, our one company has sold as much as the next three companies combined.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So we're, we stay right there with those statistics most of the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So ... It's a marvelous company where our people have been there for a long time and our staff, the people that we hire to keep it going, are just ... In fact, I recently said to Joyce, who runs the office, I said, "Joyce, you're one of the nicest people. You need to leave at five o'clock." "Oh, Nancy, I'll stay until the last person needs my help."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I said, "You're one of the nicest people I've ever known." And she said, "I'm not the nicest one here, Nancy." I said, "What are you talking about?" She said, "Blakely's the nicest one." The person that she works with there. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, I mean, the attitude is just ... But it takes a long time to get a company clicking like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. How competitive is the real estate market in Oak Ridge?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: It's very. It's very. 

MR. MCDANIEL: And just because there's not that much.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Exactly.

MR. MCDANIEL: So everybody's scratches for the, their share.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Well, my attitude is, and I've said to any number of other people in other companies, there's enough business here for everyone and we need to help each other.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: If you have that attitude, you know, hey... You realize, you get disappointed, "Wonder why they didn't have me sell their house?"

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And you, you find out that their mothers went to school together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And you don't let it bother you personally, you learn ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... that there are reasons why people will make decisions that you think, "I wonder why they'd do that?" (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly, exactly ... So, a lot of people have grown up in Oak Ridge and have known each other forever, you know.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes, exactly, and so, you have to keep that in the back of your mind and be understanding of other people and decisions.

MR. MCDANIEL: What do you think are some of your, if you had to pick out two or three of what you feel are your greatest accomplishments in Oak Ridge, what would that be?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Wish I could say many. (laughs) I'm trying to think of one or ... (laughter) I think setting up a really good company where people have jobs that they can count on ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... even during the tough time. I had to make some of the payments because I wanted to keep the business going for others that were depending on that company.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Lot of people in the company, that's their only income.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I think the Y building was very significant. And I'd say the other one was raising four very fine sons.

MR. MCDANIEL: What ... If I were to go out and I were to ask other people in the community -- now, this is going to be a tough question -- "What do you think of Nancy Stanley?" What do you think they would say?  

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I think the majority of the -- not everybody -- and that was hard for me to understand, that everybody doesn't always like you. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: (laughs) For the longest time, I felt that way and then, I realized that's, that's not realistic.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's not realistic.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But, something I didn't tell you, during 2008, I couldn't always make my payments.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And this community was so good to me. Any number of people would say, "Don't worry about it."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I had made a huge commitment to Oak Ridge Hospital for something.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Several thousand dollars.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And, boy, 2008, 2009, buddy, I was doing good to keep my doors of my office open.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, I kept a list and I probably had 12 appraisers, bankers, lawyers ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... the hospital, groups that I knew that I owed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And I paid them all off.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Yes, because ... They (laughs) they would be so surprised. "I never expected you to ..." But "Hey, I knew I owned you this and I'm going to pay ... : and I did. I paid them all off and I got that finished this last year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, it took a while, but ...

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: It did.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... that's ok.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I just, you know, I didn't want to make it tough. I just, if I could ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... and I had an extra $5,500 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: ... then I paid somebody.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So everybody, even this lady did some sewing for me and I hadn't paid her and she said, "Don't worry about it, I know you're having a tough time." I went to her and she as in one of the care centers, but she remembered who I was and she was kind of surprised, "Why are you giving me ... ?" I said, "Because I owed it to you."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, well, my goodness.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But I hope that people would say, "You can count on her." and "She's very ethical."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: She does the right thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: That's what I try to teach my kids and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Actually, I've got, I have four things I try to live by and tell my kids to live by. The first is, love God and your family. The second thing is to help a few people along the way. The third is to make the world a better place because you're in it. And then, what's the last one? One more. What could it be? Help a few people, make the world a better place, love God and your family and I'll have to call you and tell you what the (laughter) because I've said them so many times and now I can't remember ... Have fun!
MR. MCDANIEL: That’s ok.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I can tell you, my boys know it. 

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure, I'm sure they do, I'm sure they do. Now ... 

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And you can tell I'm almost 80. That's the reason why I can't remember anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Are you really? Wow.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Getting there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. Wow. Could never, you're like that, you're like the guy that I had in here a few weeks ago who'll be 101 this year. And he doesn't look a day over 80. I mean, he doesn't act a day over 80. You certainly don't look or act like you're almost 80.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: You should see me snow ski. (laughter) I'm getting pretty good.

MR. MCDANIEL: Are you?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: This fellow that I married was an instructor ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, that's what I was going to ask you about. You had mentioned you -- we've got just a few more minutes -- you having a new last name: Riser.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Riser, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So when did you, when did you marry again?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: I had helped him and his wife find property.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: He moved ... They moved away. He got sent to Sandia, and they moved away. I had helped them buy a beautiful piece of property on the Watts Bar Lake and had gotten to know them through that and sold their house here when they moved to Sandia.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And, about four years ago, four or five years ago, he called and he said, "Marcia is ill, I need to come back to Oak Ridge where we know the physicians and we have friends." So, I helped them when they came back and that first day, I have never seen a man, ever, be as wonderful to a wife as he was to her.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And he, "Marcia, whatever home you want." "Whatever I can do." "You don't feel well, I want you to be happy."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And that night, I was saying my prayers, and I sat up in bed and I said, "Dear Lord, send me someone like Gary Riser," knowing that that was the kind of person I'd been waiting over 30 years for.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Never, ever dreamed that it could possibly be Gary. And then, I was so shocked when she died quickly thereafter of brain cancer. So, I called his very good friend, who I had dated.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: And I called and I said, "Bob, have Gary Riser invite me out." And he said, "You ... " he said a four-letter word, "...you invite him out if you want him." (laughter) I said, "I am too Victorian for that. There's no way I'm going to invite a man out."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, he was in Rotary and so, I looked over and he smiled, and I'm sitting there, "Oh, I wish he'd ask me out."

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, the second time, he came over and he said, maybe we could go out and I told him, afterward, that if I could have turned a Charlie Brown fly’s, I would have...

MR. MCDANIEL: That’s ok. That's all right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But he's a very fine person.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, how long have you been married? A year?

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Three ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Three?
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: About three and a half years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. My goodness.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: He's a Type A manager and I'm a Type A manager.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: So, that, you can imagine those two personalities. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet. I bet.
MRS. STANLEY-RISER: But we, we both just have such a good time together and he's a very fine person.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good. Well, Nancy, thank you so much for taking time to talk with me and chat with us about your life and your background in Oak Ridge. I know, I think you're right when you say, if I were to go out here and ask somebody what they think of Nancy Stanley, I think they'd say, "She's a fine person." So, thank you so much.

MRS. STANLEY-RISER: Thank you. I hope I can continue that legacy.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure you can. All right, very good.
[End of Interview]
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