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MR. HUNNICUTT: 
This interview is the Center of Oak Ridge Oral History. The date is October 17, 2013. I am Don Hunnicutt in the home of Mrs. Patricia Smith , 131 Normandy Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take her oral history about living in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. May I call you Pat? 

MRS. SMITH: Pat is what everybody calls me. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Please state your full name, place of birth, and date of birth. 

MRS. SMITH: Okay. My full name is Patricia Ellen Morgan Smith. My date of birth is May 28, 1938. Of course I'm proud of every year I have. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What was your father's name, his date of birth, and where was he born?

MRS. SMITH: My father's name was Otis Glenn Morgan. His birth date was September 17, 1912. He was born in Dayton, Tennessee. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you state your place of birth?

MRS. SMITH: My place of was Chattanooga. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Your mother's maiden name and place of birth and date, if you can recall. 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, I can. My mother's name was Fannie Belle Lowman Morgan. She was born in South Carolina in a little community called White Rock. Her birth date was February 7, 1912. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you recall how they met?
MRS. SMITH:  Yes! That’s an interesting story, how they met. She had an older sister and her and her husband lived in Augusta, Georgia. They had a little boy who my mother thought was part hers I think. She would go often to visit them. There was a tall, good looking Tennessee boy that worked with my uncle. He kept wanting to get my mother and this Tennessee boy together and my mother would have no part of that. Absolutely no part of a blind date. So my uncle said to this Tennessee boy, "Tell you what, after supper tonight, we'll meet you down at the ice cream parlor. We're going to take our little boy down there. Can you just happen to come?” He happened to come in when they were all having ice cream. My mother and father met then and this little South Carolina lady and this Tennessee boy got together. I'm not sure that they dated more than about two months and then they eloped, so I thought that was kind of a cute story. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you recall where they got married?
MRS. SMITH:  Well, they got married in South Carolina and I'm thinking in Columbia. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What was your grandmother's name on your side of the family? That would be your mother's mother's name, I guess.

MRS. SMITH: My mother's mother's name was Ellen Stack Lowman. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you recall where she might have been born or birth date? 

MRS. SMITH: I cannot give you the year of her birth date right off the top of my head. Her birth date was August the 2nd, but I'm not sure of the year. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What about your grandfather?

MRS. SMITH: My grandfather was born in South Carolina. His name was John Joseph Lowman. He was born in that area, but I'm not sure exactly where, but somewhere around Columbia. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How about your father's parents?

MRS. SMITH: My father's parents were Tennessee people. They lived in Dayton. My grandmother was Ellen Baker Morgan and she was born in Rhea County. My grandfather was Andrew Anderson Morgan and he was born, I don't know if he was born in Meigs County or Rhea County, I'm not sure. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What about your mother and father's schooling. What do you remember about that?

MRS. SMITH: My father had a high school education and that was it. My mother went to college. She went to Summerland College in South Carolina. It was an all girl's Lutheran school. Then she went to Columbia Hospital and received her RN degree. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you have sisters and brothers?

MRS. SMITH: I'm an only child. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What type of work did your father do?
MRS. SMITH: Here in Oak Ridge, I cannot tell you, because I'm not sure. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Prior to Oak Ridge. 

MRS. SMITH: Prior to Oak Ridge, he was in construction. He did work on a lot of TVA dams. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did your mother work?

MRS. SMITH: She did not; after she married she did not do any nursing. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Why did your parents come to Oak Ridge?
MRS. SMITH: For a job. This was during World War II; my father was 33 years old. He was a prime candidate for, I want to say, for the military because he was, as I said, 33, he was in good health, he had just one child. He came to Oak Ridge to work and two weeks later he got a notice to report to the Army, which he did. He went for his physical and this kind of thing. He thought he was going into the Army, but then Oak Ridge said, "No, we need him here." So he said, “Okay, you all battle it out and tell me where I'm supposed to be.” He stayed here. He didn’t go into the Army. My mother was very relieved. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Now before they came to Oak Ridge, where did they live?
MRS. SMITH: They were in Chattanooga at that time, but we lived in a lot of places wherever TVA dams were being built. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you recall some of the dams he worked on?

MRS. SMITH:  Yes. He worked on Fontana. He worked on Cherokee. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Douglas?
MRS. SMITH: Douglas. He worked on Douglas. I don't remember any of the others that he worked on. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Those were the ongoing dams prior to the Manhattan Project. 

MRS. SMITH: Okay. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How did the family get to Oak Ridge, do you remember?

MRS. SMITH: Yes, I do. My mother and I had to live in Chattanooga for four months before we could come to Oak Ridge. Daddy would come home every weekend and then at four months, he came home one weekend and said, "I have a house for us. I don't think you're going to be happy." He said this to my mother. She said, "I don't care what I have to live in, as long as we can get this family together". So we came here. He brought us that weekend, Mother and I, to Oak Ridge to see the house that we were going to live in, which was a duplex. My father never knew it, but he put us on the bus that evening to go back to Chattanooga, my mother cried all the way back to Chattanooga, for this Godforsaken place that he was going to bring her to. So when he died, I said to my mother, because he died at the age of 49, and I said to my mother, "Well, are you going back to South Carolina now?” She looked at me like I had two heads. She said, "Why would I want to go back to South Carolina?" She grew to love this place. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
That’s generally what most ladies say when they first came to Oak Ridge, and after they stayed awhile, they didn’t ever want to leave. 

MRS. SMITH: They never wanted to leave. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So what type of house was that, do you recall? 

MRS. SMITH: It was a duplex. We lived there for a short period of time and then we moved up on Outer Drive in a little A house. That’s where I grew up. Just one child so it could have no more than two bedrooms. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How old were you when you came to Oak Ridge?

MRS. SMITH: Six. I was six years old. I started school here. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What do you first remember when you first came, Do you remember anything?
MRS. SMITH: I remember the house that we lived in, and I guess one thing that I really remember, I was an only child and where we had lived before, there were no children. There were just children all over the place and I was just in heaven with all of these kids that I had to play with. We just had a wonderful time in our neighborhood. I think that’s probably one thing that I remember. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What type of work did your father do when he came to Oak Ridge? 

MRS. SMITH: I cannot tell you that, because, and it was kind of interesting, because when mother and I were still in Chattanooga, people would say to my mother, "Where is Otis now?" She'd say, "Well, he's working. I'm not sure where, it's near Knoxville." "Well, what does Otis do?" "Well, I don't know what he does." So then they would say to my aunt, "[inaudible] if you all getting a divorce?" "Well, no what made you think that?" "Well, Fannie Belle doesn’t know where he is, or what he's doing." So I don't know what Daddy did when he first came here. I don't have a clue. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you come in the family car?
MRS. SMITH: Yeah, yeah. Mmm hmm, we did. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember anything about arriving in Oak Ridge in the car, going through a gate or anything?
MRS. SMITH: I don't remember arriving and going through the gate at that point, but we would go to Dayton and to Chattanooga often and I do remember the gates then and sometimes the car being searched, but I was never afraid. I always felt safe here.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember where the duplex was located?

MRS. SMITH: Yes, it was on Wadsworth Circle. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Was that a TDU? 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, I guess that’s what it was. TDU? If you say so. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
A family lived in the other end?

MRS. SMITH: A family lived in the other end. I do remember the two families that lived there. They were wonderful families. One was fairly newlyweds and they had a little baby boy that I just loved. Then another family moved in that I don't remember that much about them, but they had a girl my age and it was a larger family, because we moved pretty soon after that up on Outer Drive. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
The house you lived in in Chattanooga, how did that compare to the TDU in Oak Ridge?

MRS. SMITH: I don't think there was any comparison to be honest with you. Except the TDU was new. We were the first family in it. The house in Chattanooga, I don't know how old it was, but we lived next door to a lady that taught music and she had a music room, and I just thought that was the prettiest room I had ever seen. So it was very different. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How long did you live in the TDU?  

MRS. SMITH: Maybe a couple of years, maybe. I don't exactly remember. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What school did you first attend?
MRS. SMITH: I started at Highland View. That was kind of interesting, because there were so many children. They didn’t have enough schools, they did have enough teachers, so I went half a day. I went in the afternoon to first grade. Now it seems like after that I went normal school time, but first grade I went half a day. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What do you remember about going to school, first grade?
MRS. SMITH: I walked to school. I got to walk with kids and we'd talk and have a good time on the way to school, on the way home. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember your first grade teacher's name?
MRS. SMITH: Mrs. Gaines. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Kind of tell me what you remember how the classroom was set up. 

MRS. SMITH: Oh I really don't remember that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you have individual desks?

MRS. SMITH: Yes. We did, we did. I have read where at first sometimes they didn’t have individual desks, but we did. I do. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So you attended the afternoon session, which would have been right after lunch, I presume?

MRS. SMITH: Mmm hmm. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember what time you would come home? 

MRS. SMITH: No, I don't. I don't remember what time we'd come home. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You went to first and second grade at Highland View? Then the family moved to an A house, where was it located?

MRS. SMITH: On Outer Drive. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What school did you attend for third grade?
MRS. SMITH: Cedar Hill. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What do you remember about Cedar Hill School?

MRS. SMITH: Well, I don't know that it was very different. I came home for lunch, I remember that, where at Highland View, they had a cafeteria, but Cedar Hill did not have a cafeteria, so I came home for lunch every day. I guess that was the one thing that I remember about it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember the address at either one of the houses you lived in?

MRS. SMITH: On Outer Drive it was 108. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
On Wadsworth, do you remember what that was?

MRS. SMITH: No, maybe 134? I don't know. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How far a walk was 108 Outer Drive from Cedar Hill School?

MRS. SMITH: Oh it was not that far. Maybe a half a mile or so, because we were near Georgia Avenue, just west of Georgia Avenue. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Tell me what girls wore to school in those days. 

MRS. SMITH: We wore dresses and we wore penny loafers and saddle shoes and sometimes we would wear what they call baby doll shoes, which now they call them ballerina shoes. No tennis shoes or anything like that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What are penny loafers?
MRS. SMITH: Penny loafers are just a loafer, and it's got a little wedge across the top of it and you stick a penny in it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:  
Does it matter which side of the penny sticks up?
MRS. SMITH: It didn’t to me, but it might to somebody else. I just stuck a penny in there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you like school?

MRS. SMITH: Yes, mmm hmm. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What part of school did you like the best? 

MRS. SMITH: Well, I guess I've always been an active person, so I enjoyed Phys. Ed. and recess and things like that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember some of your teachers' names at Cedar Hill?

MRS. SMITH: Yes. Let me think, I had a sixth grade teacher named Mrs. Frazier [sp?] and I had a third grade teacher named Mrs. Keith or Mrs. Keyes, I don't remember her name. Her son was a physician here. My fourth grade teacher was Miss Allen, my fifth grade teacher was Miss Hedricks [sp?].

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What type of classes did you take when you got up in the fifth and sixth grades? Do you remember?

MRS. SMITH: Oh it was just the general classes that everybody took. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Math, reading? 

MRS. SMITH: Social studies, you know, some history and things like that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So when you took physical education, what did you do?
MRS. SMITH: We played all kinds of games, we played ball, and when it was pretty, we were outside playing baseball or softball rather. We just did things like that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you recall when your mother washed your clothes how she washed your clothes and what did she do with them after she washed them?

MRS. SMITH: Yes. She had a wringer washing machine and she hung them outside. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Kind of describe what a wringer washing machine looks like. 

MRS. SMITH: Okay. It's just a big old tub and then you have a wringer that at one point you turn by hand and then it became electrical and that was really nice. Then you had a hose that you ran this hose into the sink and ran the water out and then you put more water in to rinse your clothes. It was kind of an ordeal, I guess. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Was that a portable washing machine you'd pull up to the sink and hook up everything? 
MRS. SMITH: Yes, mmm hmm. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So after she washed her clothes, what did she do with them?

MRS. SMITH: She went outside and hung them outside. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did she have something special to hang them on?

MRS. SMITH: Well, yeah, she had a clothesline. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What did the clothesline look like?
MRS. SMITH: It was two poles with a string between them or rope between them. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did she just throw the clothes over the line?
MRS. SMITH: No, she had little clothes pins and she was very particular how they were hung. I never did hang them correctly. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you ever have to go out and retrieve the clothes when it would rain? 

MRS. SMITH: Oh definitely. Definitely, and make sure they didn’t drop on the ground in the mud, because there was lots of mud then. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember the wooden sidewalks at the houses you lived in?

MRS. SMITH: Oh yes, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Describe how much mud you remember during the early days. 

MRS. SMITH: In the very early days, now when we moved up on Outer Drive, Outer Drive was paved. The main streets were paved. The side streets were not. Maybe by the time we moved up there the side streets were, but when we lived on Wadsworth Circle, it was not paved. So we had the mud in the wintertime and then we had the dust in the summertime. I can remember Daddy squirting the hose out in front of the house to keep the dust down in the summertime. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember where your mother went grocery shopping?

MRS. SMITH: She went to the community stores. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where was that located?
MRS. SMITH: Well, when we lived on Wadsworth Circle, that was down in Grove Center. Then after we moved up on Outer Drive, she went into the Town Site area and I guess an A&P had moved in by then, I don't remember a community store there, I just remember the A&P. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You mentioned Town Site, that was the name the people would call what we call Jackson Square today?
MRS. SMITH: That’s right. That’s right, that was Town Site. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
After you attended Cedar Hill School, what was your junior high school?

MRS. SMITH: Well, I started down where Robertsville is now, then I went to the seventh grade there. Then they had built the new high school, so the old high school on Kentucky Avenue, above Blankenship Field was for the eighth grade, so I went to the eighth grade up there and of course, that school is no longer in existence. Then I went to the high school my freshman year. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Now when you went to the junior high, where Robertsville Middle School is today, was that called Jefferson?

MRS. SMITH: That was Jefferson, that’s right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What do you remember about that school building?

MRS. SMITH: Well, I remember the old, I don't even remember the name of the school that was there before.

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
It was Robertsville.  

MRS. SMITH: Was it Robertsville? Okay, I remember the old two story school brick building that was there that the older kids got to have class in there. Then they had a fire shoot that you just got in on the top floor and scooted down. I never did get there. I was very disappointed that I didn’t get to run down that fire shoot. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Was that like a round tube that was on each side of the building?
MRS. SMITH: Yep, mmm hmm. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So the older kids had classes up there and they were the ones that practiced going down the shoots? 

MRS. SMITH: That’s right, and I never did get to do that.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
The younger kids stayed downstairs. 

MRS. SMITH: We did. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Was there a cafeteria at the school at that time?

MRS. SMITH: Yes, yes, yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What did you notice about when you left the Jefferson Junior High at the old Robertsville school, and attended the new Jefferson Junior High on Kentucky Avenue, what was the difference in the two schools?
MRS. SMITH: I didn’t see a whole lot of difference because the eighth grade was down in the annex, which was the add-on to the high school. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Other than being newer building?
MRS. SMITH: Well, no, because they had added on Robertsville and so it was probably about the same age. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What type of classes did you take in junior high?
MRS. SMITH: Oh I just took the regular classes, but I remember a seventh grade Home Ec. teacher that I just absolutely adored. We just, and I can't remember her name, isn't that sad that I adored her so much and now I can't remember her name, but we just clicked. She instilled in me a love for sewing. I have to give her credit for giving me that love. My grandmother had given me a love of that earlier when I was a very young girl, but I never did anything with it until I got help with the Home Ec. teacher and I loved her. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Tell me what Home Ec. classes consisted of.  

MRS. SMITH: It was cooking and sewing. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Teaching young girls how to be a homemaker?

MRS. SMITH: How to be a homemaker, that’s right. Boys were not in that class, they had to take shop. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What were some of the other classes in school that you enjoyed? Did you like music?
MRS. SMITH: Yeah, I liked music, but it was not something that I was really compassionate about. I think I was compassionate about my sewing, I really was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did they require students in those days to take music and learn different folk songs and spiritual songs and things of that nature. 

MRS. SMITH: Mmm hmm. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember who the music teacher was at Jefferson?
MRS. SMITH: I do not. I remember very little about the music program in Jefferson. Now, wait let me back up. That was when I was in the seventh grade, but after we went up on the hill, where the old high school had been, Mrs. Alice Lyman was band director and I took band. I played the drums and I do think that I still have bruises on my leg where she beat the rhythm into me. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you play in the band?
MRS. SMITH: Yeah, I played drums. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
In the marching band?
MRS. SMITH: Mmm hmm.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What was that like for you as being a girl to play the drums?
MRS. SMITH: I don't know. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Why did you start playing the drums?

MRS. SMITH: I can't answer that question. I don't know. Maybe she just told me that I looked like I needed to do that. I don't know why I did it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you have a problem learning how to read music?

MRS. SMITH: No, because I had been taking piano lessons since I was eight years old, so no, I didn’t have any problems reading the music. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
She was a pretty strict lady, wasn't she?

MRS. SMITH: She was. What was so funny, when she got older and I was older, she knew she knew me, but she couldn’t place me, so because I was tall, she decided I was one of her twirlers, is how she put it. So she told everybody that I was one of her twirlers, I never twirled a baton. But that's okay. If she wanted to do that, that was a memory of hers, that was fine. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
When you attended junior high school, you had to take physical education. 

MRS. SMITH: Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What was different about that than when you were in elementary school?
MRS. SMITH: I think it was a little more strenuous. I don't remember having outside activities. I think we were strictly in the building all the time. We did inside things, like basketball and tumbling and things like that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
The gym had boys on one side and the girls on the other, what did they use to keep them separated?
MRS. SMITH: A curtain. Sometimes not that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You also had to take showers after gym class in those days, if I remember right. 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, you really remember right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Was that something new to an elementary schooler, wasn't it?
MRS. SMITH: It was, and I didn’t like it. Absolutely, I didn’t like it. I tried in every way I could to avoid it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Were you required to wear a certain colored shorts or shirts?

MRS. SMITH: Oh yes, oh yes. White. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember who the gym teacher was for the girls?

MRS. SMITH: I don't remember who the gym teacher was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What about for the boys?

MRS. SMITH: Oh, I remember who the boys' was, because you could hear him all over the gym, everybody knew him. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Who was that?

MRS. SMITH: Orlando, Nick [inaudible]. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
During the summertime, what did you do for summer fun?

MRS. SMITH: Well, the recreation department had activities for elementary school, so I'd go up there sometimes and do that. I did a lot of bicycle riding. You know, we could ride the bicycles anywhere here in Oak Ridge and I did a lot of running everywhere I went, I ran. Just about. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
When you attended Jefferson, did you walk to school?

MRS. SMITH: Some of the time, I did. When we were up on Kentucky Avenue. I remember the steps going down to Blankenship Field, that’s the route that I would take home. Then go up Georgia Avenue. I went running down those steps one time and I didn’t fall, but I turned both ankles, and I thought that I was just going to die, right there on those steps. So I thought if I could make it over to my aunt's house, who lived on Gordon Road, I would be just fine. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Who was your aunt that lived on Gordon Road?
MRS. SMITH: Odie Breedlove. Well, when I got there, after crying all the way up there, she wasn't home. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
I knew her well. 

MRS. SMITH: Did you know her well?

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Yep. Three houses from her. 

MRS. SMITH: Is that where you grew up? 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
No, it was just part of a place I lived at one time. 

MRS. SMITH: Okay. Yes, well, Aunt Odie was my aunt. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you work any during the summer?
MRS. SMITH: Not until I was in high school and I guess it was before my senior year. Wait just a minute. Let me back up. When I turned 16, I got a job one summer working for an insurance company. I think it was Connecticut General. They had the contract for the plants. I worked there one summer and then another summer I worked at Loveman's, I guess. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What did you do for the insurance company?

MRS. SMITH: Typed. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Had you taken typing in school?

MRS. SMITH: Mmm hmm. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Then you went to work at Loveman's, what was Loveman's?
MRS. SMITH: Loveman's was a department store. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where was it located?
MRS. SMITH: Next to the A&P in Town Site. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What do you remember about work. What were your job duties?
MRS. SMITH: My job, I worked in the jewelry department, and that’s what I did. I loved it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
If I remember right, Loveman's had two floors, is that correct?
MRS. SMITH: That's right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where was the jewelry department?

MRS. SMITH: It was on the top floor, kind of next to the door that was parallel to, what is that street through there?

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Broadway.  

MRS. SMITH: Broadway.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So was Loveman's an uppity store or what kind of merchandise did they have?

MRS. SMITH: They had everything. The top floor was jewelry and men's clothes and ladies clothes, shoe department. Downstairs was a big toy department and household things. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Before you went to work at Loveman's and the insurance company, as a younger child, did you collect lightning bugs? 

MRS. SMITH: Oh heavens yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Tell me a little bit about that. 

MRS. SMITH: Well, I never did sell the lightning bugs like a lot of kids did. I think we were offered something for so many lightning bugs. I never did do that. It was just fun to run around in the yard and catch lightning bugs. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What about Coke bottles for deposit, did you ever do that?
MRS. SMITH: No.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
When you were in junior high, do you remember buying savings bonds stamps?

MRS. SMITH: Mmm hmm.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Then after so many you would turn those in for a savings bond, is that the way it worked?

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember how much they cost?

MRS. SMITH: I do not. I have not a clue. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So you moved on to the high school, what year would that be?
MRS. SMITH: What year did you graduate, '53? I guess that was in '52 that I went up there, fall of '52. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You were a freshman?

MRS. SMITH: Mmm hmm. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Tell me the difference that you saw when you went to the high school from Jefferson Junior High?

MRS. SMITH: Oh it was so much bigger and it was kind of exciting to be there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you recall some of the classes you took?
MRS. SMITH: Mmm hmm. Yeah, I took math and English, and I took business courses, and I took French, I don't know what else I took. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember some of your teachers?
MRS. SMITH: Yes, Olan Ridley was my ninth grade math teacher and Miss Stansbury was my senior, I guess I took, yeah, senior teacher. Then when I was in my senior year, I'm trying to think, there was a teacher that I really did like. Well, I don't remember his name now, but that was the first year that they had psychology at the high school and I was in that class. It was interesting. We had the school psychologist come in, not every day, but almost every day. He sat in on the class, it was a small class. He did a lot of the teaching. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Was the physical education program different at the high school than in junior high? 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, it was more extensive, but we still had those little white uniforms we had to wear. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Still had showers evidently. 

MRS. SMITH: We still had showers, yeah.
MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Were you able to go outside for activities?
MRS. SMITH: Yes, yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you ever visit the swimming pool during the summertime?
MRS. SMITH: Oh goodness, yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What do you remember about the swimming pool? 

MRS. SMITH: It was big. When I was little it was really big. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Was the water cold?

MRS. SMITH: The water was always cold, it was fed by a spring. It was always cold. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
When you were in high school how did you get from one place to the other around town?
MRS. SMITH: Sometimes I walked, ran, or rode my bicycle, or my mother took me, sometimes I rode the bus. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What kind of experience was it like to ride the bus in Oak Ridge in those days?

MRS. SMITH: I never thought about it as an experience, I just got on the bus and they took me where I needed to go. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How did you know where to get on the bus?
MRS. SMITH: I don't know, I just knew I could go to the corner, the house next door to where I lived and stand there at the bus stop and it would come along and pick me up. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Was there a bus sign that said bus stop or anything like that?
MRS. SMITH: Yeah, I think there was. I think so. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you have to pay to ride the bus?
MRS. SMITH: I didn’t when I was younger, but I did when I got older I think, and of course we had, it seems like we had badges or something to ride the school bus or tickets, or something like that. I think we had both. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember getting a transfer from one bus to the other? 

MRS. SMITH: Yeah, sometimes you'd have to do that. Like if you were going into the west part of town, you'd have to have a transfer. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
When you rode the bus from where you lived, let's say you rode it down to the Central Bus Station for example, and you were going to Jefferson down at the west end, how did you know what bus to get on? Do you remember?

MRS. SMITH: Well, it had a little sign up there that said where it was going, so if that sign said where I needed to go, then I got on that bus. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What were some of the other things that you did in the summertime? Did you go to bowling, skating?

MRS. SMITH: No, I really didn’t. I really didn’t. My father was pretty strict with me and for some reason he didn’t think I needed to go to a bowling alley and he didn’t think I needed to go to a skating rink, so I didn’t go very much. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Let me back up a little bit to when you were in elementary school. Do you remember the safety patrol? 

MRS. SMITH: Oh yes, I was one. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Tell me about that. 

MRS. SMITH: Well, I guess most of the time when I was a safety patrol I did it on the bus, I did the bus. They picked me up and I would patrol till we got to school. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What were the duties? What were you responsible for?
MRS. SMITH: For everybody to sit down and behave, which was kind of hard. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How did the students know that you were the safety patrol?
MRS. SMITH: Oh, I had a little thing I wore, a little belt. I guess that’s what you'd call it, a belt, a thing that went across me. It was white. It got dirty. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Around the waist and across up over your shoulder?

MRS. SMITH: Mmm hmm. Yeah. That was supposed to be white, but it would get dirty real easy. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How did you become a safety patrol person?
MRS. SMITH: I don't remember. I think the teacher asked me if I wanted to be one. I don't know, I don't remember how I got it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you like to do that? 

MRS. SMITH: Yeah, I always liked to tell other people what to do. That’s a first born, that’s the privilege of a first born. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
When you were in high school were you still living at 108 Outer Drive?

MRS. SMITH: Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you live there until you graduated from high school? 

MRS. SMITH: Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
That was an A house?
MRS. SMITH: Mmm hmm.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Describe to me what an A house looked like. 

MRS. SMITH: Okay. It was the smallest of the cemesto houses. It had a little, for a better description, a little galley kitchen and a little nook off of the kitchen in part of the living room that you put a table. That’s where you ate. Then you had a little living room and two very small bedrooms. Then you had a furnace room off of the kitchen, which was the back door, which faced the street, went into there and there was a big old coal bin. When we heated by coal, the coal trucks would come by with their chute and shoot it in. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Shoot it in?

MRS. SMITH: The coal bin, in the house. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
There was a door on the side of the house they'd open up?
MRS. SMITH: Mmm hmm. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember what type of flooring was in the A house?
MRS. SMITH: Yes. Beautiful hardwood floors. Yes, they were very. Those houses were well constructed. For some reason, when my mother went to assisted living, Neal and I went into the house to do some things. The carpentry was incredible. We took some original cabinets out and they had the person's name from Atlanta who had built those. Those were really well constructed cabinets. I know now why they never took those cabinets out. Our cabinets in this house do not compare to the cabinets in that house. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You mentioned it was an A house, smallest of the cemesto houses, what is a cemesto house, do you know what it's made out of?  

MRS. SMITH: Cemesto. Then when the houses sold, then people just put paneling or sheet board up on the inside and then there was something on the outside. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
I guess what I was trying to get at is how the cemesto house looked, was it sheeting on the outside? Cemesto had asbestos and cement sheeting. 

MRS. SMITH: Well, I guess if there is still asbestos in that house.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So the inside of the house had exposed walls, if I remember right. 

MRS. SMITH: That's right. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
People would insulate and put paneling or sheetrock. 

MRS. SMITH: The houses were not insulated at all. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember whether the house was warm when you were growing up?

MRS. SMITH: Yeah. I don't remember being cold. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Speaking of the climate, what do you remember about how the climate was back when you first came to Oak Ridge. Were the winters real cold and the summers hot, or how do you remember that?

MRS. SMITH: Probably about like now. I don't remember that it was any different. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What about snows? Do you remember Oak Ridge having a lot of snows?
MRS. SMITH: Not a lot, but we had some snows. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
When it snowed, I guess you sledded and played in the snow like all the other children?
MRS. SMITH: Oh yeah, oh yeah. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Living on Outer Drive, did that give you an advantage, do you have hills up in that area?
MRS. SMITH: We had a hill in the back yard and that's what I had to sled on. As I said, my parents were very strict with me so I didn’t go sliding down Outer Drive, being that we lived on top of a hill. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
In high school, did you date?
MRS. SMITH: Yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Give me kind of how a typical date was in those days.  

MRS. SMITH: We went to a movie and then we went to get something to eat or drink. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did the boy have to come in the house?
MRS. SMITH: Oh definitely. Oh definitely. There was no tooting of the horn in front of our house. My parents had to meet the boy and I guess give him the fifth or what not. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where did you go to movies?
MRS. SMITH: There was the Ridge Theater and then there was the Grove Theater, mostly is where I went. There was the Center Theater and I went there as a kid on Saturday mornings for the cowboy shows. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Tell me about the cowboy shows. 

MRS. SMITH: We just had all kinds of cowboy shows there, Gene Autry, Roy Rogers and Dale Evans, Trigger, and Gabby Hayes, you know. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember how much it cost to get in?
MRS. SMITH: Let's see, 9 cents I think and then when I got a little bit older, I think when I hit 13 I had to pay 35 cents to get into the movies. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
That's quite an increase. So the 9 cents got you in the door, got you a ticket. Then popcorn and Coke, things of that nature. Do you recall how much they were?
MRS. SMITH: It seems like we paid 5 cents for a candy bar then, that’s what I usually got, was a candy bar. Maybe 10 cents for a Coke. I don't remember how much because I usually just got a candy bar. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you attend with girlfriends in the neighborhood?
MRS. SMITH: Well not necessarily in the neighborhood, because in that neighborhood, we didn’t have a lot of kids my age after we moved up on Outer Drive. They were all over on Wadsworth Circle. That’s where we really had a good time with my neighborhood friends. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
When you lived on Wadsworth Circle where there were a lot of kids, what type of games did you play in the summertime in the evenings?
MRS. SMITH: We did a lot of bicycle riding. We did a lot of tag, hide and go seek, things like that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
When you were dating did you ever go to the Snow White Drive-In?
MRS. SMITH: Oh yes. Yes, cruise the Snow White. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where was the Snow White Drive-In located, do you remember?
MRS. SMITH: Over there by the hospital, where the hospital is now. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
That was an eating facility, what do you remember about it?
MRS. SMITH: You could go in. I don't know that I ever went in very much, but you could go in and sit down and everything, but you usually just cruised around and got you a Coke or something or just cruised around to see who all was there. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did they have curb service?
MRS. SMITH: I don't even remember that. I don't know whether they had curb service or not. I was down there for a different purpose. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you ever go to the Skyway Drive-In?
MRS. SMITH: Yes. Mmm hmm. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Tell me about that. It was an outdoor drive-in?
MRS. SMITH: That was an outdoor drive-in. I think one of the fun things that I did there was after our youth met at church on Sunday nights, one of the guy's father had a used car dealership here in town and he would get the biggest car, and they were pretty big back then, but he'd get the biggest car that his dad had on the lot and we'd all pile in that car. There might be six people in the backseat and maybe four in the front seat. We'd go to the drive-in and that was what I remember about the drive-in. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did anybody ever get in the trunk of the car and sneak in the drive-in?

MRS. SMITH: Oh yes. They had a big trunk too in that car. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember milk delivery coming to the home? 

MRS. SMITH: Oh yeah, mmm hmm. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Describe that a little bit. 

MRS. SMITH: Well, I didn’t care whether they came to our house or not, because I didn’t like milk. They would come in the little quart bottles, I guess that was a quart. My cousin lived here and I remember my oldest cousin, he was an athlete and I can remember him coming in, he spent a lot of time at our house as well as his house, and he would come in and go to the refrigerator and get one of those bottles of milk and drink it, just like I would have gone and gotten a Coke. The guys all drank out of the bottle. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Everyone shared the same bottle?
MRS. SMITH: No! No! He drank it all. There was no sharing. There was no sharing, he did not share his milk with anybody.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What do you remember about door to door salespeople? 

MRS. SMITH: I don't remember until after the gates opened that we had door to door salespeople. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Speaking of the gates opening, that was in March of 1949. What do you remember about that ceremony?
MRS. SMITH: I don't remember a whole lot about the ceremony, but I was in the parade. I was a Girl Scout and I marched in the parade. By the time everything was over, I was one tired kid and my daddy crossed me when I got home for some reason, when we got home he crossed me for some reason, and I was furious at him. So I ran away from home that day and I got down to the corner and I looked up and here came Daddy after me. I did not make it to my aunt's house and I was in deeper trouble after that. So that's the thing I remember about the gates opening. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How old were you then? 

MRS. SMITH: 10. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where did the parade start, do you remember?
MRS. SMITH: No, I don't remember where it started. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
But you did a lot of walking for a long time. 

MRS. SMITH: I did a lot of walking and was tired. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Were there a lot of people on the sidewalks as you went by?
MRS. SMITH: Oh yeah, absolutely.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember any of the movie stars that were in the parade?
MRS. SMITH: Yes, in fact there was one in front of us, a man, and I don't remember his name. He kept talking to us, but I don't remember his name. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Was he riding in a car?
MRS. SMITH: Mmm hmm, convertible.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Lee Bowman, maybe?
MRS. SMITH: I have not a clue. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you remember seeing Rod Cameron, the cowboy western star on the horse?

MRS. SMITH: Yes.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you have any thoughts about the parade other than the fact that you wanted to get through with it and get off your feet?
MRS. SMITH: Yep. That was about it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember when they announced about the war ending? 

MRS. SMITH: Oh, I remember that well. I remember it very well. I came running inside. That was when they dropped the bomb. I came running inside yelling about something and my mother was shushing me, because she was listening to the radio. I had something I really needed to tell her I thought. She said, "In just a minute." I remember she was very stern, "Just a minute."  I stood there and when she got through listening she said, "They’ve dropped a bomb in Japan." Then they had dropped another bomb. So I remember that and then when the war ended itself, my daddy had a '42 Chevrolet and he piled all the neighbors that he could get in that Chevrolet and we went round town, blowing the horn, and just screaming and hollering and carrying on, and I had no clue what I was screaming about, but I screamed and hollered too. Daddy's horn got stuck and he stopped. I remember this so well. He stopped on the side of the road to take care of it, and I remember a man coming by and he yelled at my daddy and said "Let 'er blow, buddy, just let 'er blow". 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you all go down in the square where all the people were gathered?
MRS. SMITH: I guess we did, but I don't remember that we did. I just remember driving around town with Daddy blowing his horn. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You don't recall what your father did during the war effort?
MRS. SMITH: No, I don't. I really do not know what he did. I know that Neal's aunt worked for him at one time. She told me that, he never told me that. Daddy was very, very close-mouthed about what he did. I know sometimes he would come home if he had ridden the bus to work and I would hear him say to my mother, "Well they took somebody off the bus, and he said, "I think they talked too much". That’s all he said. So I don't know what he did during the war. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember standing in line with your mother with rationing stamps for food?  
MRS. SMITH: Oh yes, oh yes, but I remember one episode with my dad. Daddy went to the Community Store and Grub Center to pick up something. Daddy was gone and he was gone, and he was gone. Mother was getting very concerned. Of course we didn’t have a telephone, that’s another story where the telephones were. So there was no way that he could call mother or she could call him, but she just got really, really concerned. Finally Daddy came home. Daddy had washing powder. He had washing powder and that was very hard to get, but they brought in washing powder and he stood in line all day long and he got a little box of washing powder. I remember the box said that. Then he would take it to the car and then he'd go stand in line again, and he stood in line all day long, but we had washing powder when he got home!  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did either of your parents smoke?
MRS. SMITH: Nu uh. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Well, tell me about the telephone, you didn’t have one? Did the family finally get a telephone?
MRS. SMITH: I was in grammar school when we got a phone. I guess we got a phone about the time we moved up on Outer Drive. I do remember one time I was sick and Mother needed to call the doctor and the telephones were out on a telephone pole in the neighborhood. Do you remember Green Acres? You had to climb the telephone pole. Well, she didn’t have to climb the telephone pole but she had to go out to the telephone pole to call the doctor. I remember that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Were you all on a party line?
MRS. SMITH: Oh yes, and that worked out beautifully, because I had a friend on the party line, we had a two-party line and my friend was on the party line with us. We would make arrangements with a third friend to call one of us at a certain time so we had a three way conference call. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How did you know when the phone would ring for you?
MRS. SMITH: Oh we had a certain ring. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
We talked about salesmen at the door and milk deliveries. Do you remember a rolling store that would go around in a truck and sell goods? 

MRS. SMITH: I don't. I don't remember that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you have a personal ID badge?
MRS. SMITH: I did not, because I didn’t reach that age. I think you were 12 or 13 and I was 10 when the gates were opened, so I never did get a badge and I was really disappointed about that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Tell me what you remember about the people in the neighborhoods, there are different people from different walks of life that came to Oak Ridge. Did everyone get along with each other?
MRS. SMITH: I think we did. We lived in the middle of kind of two houses. On the lower side of us was a family with a little boy. We were very close to that family. In fact, my father was the godfather of this child. We were very close with that family. I don't remember where they were from. I adored both the husband and the wife. On the other side of the house was a scientist from New York. They had two little boys and they had never lived in a house, only an apartment. So they didn’t know how to keep up a yard or anything like that. Our houses were on the outer side of Outer Drive so it was all those woods down there and it went to G Road and everything. So we had a lot of snakes and things like that. I remember my father would get so upset at him because he would not care for his yard and the snakes would be in his yard. Daddy would get very upset at this man. I ran into a copperhead one time, which was right at the edge of our two yards. Daddy was very upset with this man. The weeds were up to the windows. It was just awful. Then the family that lived across the street from us, directly across the street from us, he was a pharmacist here in town. We were very, very close to them. They had a daughter and then their son was handicapped. Of course, we didn’t have air conditioning then and I remember sometime about dinnertime this child cried a lot. Mother would send me over to get this child to bring into our house so that his mother could have a break. My father taught this child how to ride a tricycle. My father loved children. He later taught this boy how to ride a bicycle. We were very close to some of our neighbors. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You mentioned your mother went to the telephone pole on a street to call for the doctor. Do you remember the doctors coming to make the house call? 

MRS. SMITH: Oh yes, I had red measles one time and the doctor came. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Who was the doctor?
MRS. SMITH: I do not have a clue. I don't remember his name. I remember one doctor though, Dr. Ruley, he was a surgeon here. I had a bad accident and he stitched me up. I do remember him. I thought he was wonderful. I just saw him that one time, but I thought he was wonderful, I was about six years old. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did your family use the Oak Ridge hospital very much?
MRS. SMITH: Just when they took me to the emergency room that one time. No, luckily my family was healthy and didn’t, but my father was one of these people. He was a very compassionate person. My father went to visit somebody in the hospital just about every week. He felt that was very important to do that. Sometimes he'd make me go with him and I didn’t think that was a very good idea, but I did. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What do you remember about that?
MRS. SMITH: I remember that it was hot in the summertime and the windows were open. There was no air conditioning. I thought, oh these poor sick people it is so hot here. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
More than one person in a room?
MRS. SMITH: Yes, yes, yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What about the dental facilities? Did you use those?
MRS. SMITH: Oh yeah. Oh yeah. I spent a lot of time at the dentist. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where was the dentist's office located, do you remember?
MRS. SMITH: Yes, it was located right there by the hospital. I guess it's there where the Physician's Plaza is maybe?

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Right. 

MRS. SMITH: Right in that area. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Snow White was on the other side of it. 

MRS. SMITH: Yep. Snow White was on the other side. Now we didn’t spend much time a the hospital, but I spent a lot of time in the dentist's office. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember some of the dentists?
MRS. SMITH: It seems like dentists kind of came and went and then Dr. Cross, I had just before, when I got older, then Glenn Greer came back the same time we came back. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember on the other end of the dental building there was a florist that was there? Mill's Florist?
MRS. SMITH: Yes, I do. Yes, I do. Mmm hmm. I do remember, and then across the street was Price Florist, it came in later. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember the nursery school that was across the street from the dental building?
MRS. SMITH: Yes, I do remember it being there, but I don't know anything about it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
You mentioned G Road was back behind your house. What was G Road?
MRS. SMITH: G Road went from Outer Drive down to 61 or 62 down there. They had to build that road after Oak Ridge came in because the reservation took the main road so they had to build that road so people could get from Clinton to Oliver Springs. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
There aren’t many people that know that. You're the first one we've interviewed that has mentioned that. 

MRS. SMITH: Oh really? Really? You can understand why the people out in the community surrounding Oak Ridge didn’t like Oak Ridgers. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you ever go down to the American Museum of Atomic Energy?
MRS. SMITH: Oh yes. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Tell me what that was like. 

MRS. SMITH: I don't remember any details about it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where was it located?
MRS. SMITH: Down at Jefferson, was the one I went to. It seems to me like something in my brain tells me that there was another one before that one, but I don't remember where that was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
They had a preview in the brick warehouses down on the east end prior to building the museum. 
MRS. SMITH: I guess I knew that but I don't remember ever going down there. I remember just the one down at Jefferson. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Was that in the old cafeteria building?
MRS. SMITH: I think it was. Mmm hmm.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did the exhibits, were they such that you were impressed or in awe?
MRS. SMITH: Oh yeah. We could have radioactive dimes. That’s probably the only thing I remember about it. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Tell me some of the other special events that you remember growing up in Oak Ridge. Special places maybe that you went. 
MRS. SMITH: I don't know. I'm blank right now. Well, I always went to the football games, that was an important thing. I've been sitting at football games since I can remember. My father had played football so we went to Blankenship Field just from day one I guess. Then I had a cousin who played in the early days and we followed him, so we did a lot of sports. We went to baseball games and things like that. We went to concerts down at the high school, I remember doing that. My father really enjoyed music so we went to concerts. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you continue your music career after Jefferson to the high school?

MRS. SMITH: I quit my music career as soon as I could. So no, I did not. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you still play the piano?
MRS. SMITH: No, not really. No, I really enjoyed playing the piano until I had children. Then they helped me, too much, and it was frustrating so I just didn’t play anymore. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you meet your husband during high school? 
MRS. SMITH: I guess I knew him in high school, but we didn’t start dating till he was a sophomore in college and I was a junior in high school. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So you graduated from Oak Ridge High School, what year would that be?

MRS. SMITH: I did, in '56. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
After that, what were your education plans?
MRS. SMITH: I went to UT until I got my MRS degree. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What is that?
MRS. SMITH: I married Neal. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How long did you attend UT?
MRS. SMITH: I attended a year and then I went to night school after that. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
So now you met your husband. Where did you meet him?
MRS. SMITH: Where did I meet you?! I don't remember. I think he was in Demolays and I was in Rainbow Girls. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What is Rainbow Girls? 
MRS. SMITH: Both of those are kind of the youth of the Masonic Lodge. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What do they do?
MRS. SMITH: Well, they have projects. Oh what did we do? We had socials and I don't know. We just did a lot of things. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How long did you date before you got married?
MRS. SMITH: Three years. He had to get out of college. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where was he going to college?
MRS. SMITH: UT. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What was he taking? I'm afraid to ask. 
MRS. SMITH: He got his MR degree. He was in electrical engineering. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where did you guys get married?
MRS. SMITH: We got married at First Methodist Church. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
In the year?
MRS. SMITH: It was 1958, January. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you remember the minister?
MRS. SMITH: Yes. Dr. Bayes. That is right isn't it?

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where did you first live, what was your first home like?

MRS. SMITH: We lived here for six weeks and then Neal went to the Air Force. We went to San Antonio for six weeks and then we went to Waco, Texas for the rest of the time. Then we came back to Oak Ridge. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Well apparently your parents liked Neal, since you married him. 
MRS. SMITH: Oh, they did, they did. They really liked Neal. In fact, I think my mother preferred Neal sometimes over me. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Sometimes that works out that way, especially if you got that MR degree. When you were in the military, how long were you there before you came back to Oak Ridge? 

MRS. SMITH: We were there for about three years. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Why did you come back to Oak Ridge?
MRS. SMITH: Well, after Neal had finished UT, he went to work at K-25 and they gave him a military leave, so he had a job waiting for him when he got out of the military. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you know what his job was at K-25?
MRS. SMITH: He was electrical engineer. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did he talk much about his work?
MRS. SMITH: Not a whole lot. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What year would that have been?

MRS. SMITH: We came back in November of 1960. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where did you live when you came back?

MRS. SMITH: We lived over in a little apartment for a short time where Food City is now. Pikeville Lane, I think was the name of it. Did you live there too?

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
I lived over there too for a while. Popular place. 

MRS. SMITH: Then we moved into a little house over, I don't remember the name of that street. Then we bought our first house here on Marietta Circle. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Where is Marietta Circle?

MRS. SMITH: In Woodland. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What type of house was that?
MRS. SMITH: It was not a very good one. I don't know what type of house it was, but it was not a very good house. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Was that a cinder block type house? 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, yes. Every time the weather changed, the cinder blocks moved and oh it was awful! It was the worst house I've ever lived in in my life. Then we built this house and we've lived here for 45 years. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Did you have children?
MRS. SMITH: Mmm hmm. We have three children. They're grown. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What are their names and ages?
MRS. SMITH: Mitzi is our oldest and she is 54. Michael is our next, he is our only son. He is 52 or 51. Well, I don't know. I think he just had his 52nd birthday. You're talking about you can't keep up with your grandchildren. We can't even keep up with our children. Then we have a younger daughter. She will be 45, she's 44, I think. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Were they born in Oak Ridge? 

MRS. SMITH: Mitzi was born when we were in the military. Mike and Teresa were born in Oak Ridge. Mitzi loves to tell everybody that she is an Air Force brat. She lets everybody know and she loves the military. She really does. She's very patriotic. She was born in Texas and we moved back here when she was very little and didn’t take her back. She lives there now. She and her family have been there for about 20 years. She lets everybody know that she is a native Texan. She was reared in Tennessee, but she is a native Texan. She lets her friends know, who were not born in Texas, but were reared in Texas, that thank you, but she's the native Texan. The other two were born here. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Were you a homemaker the whole time or did you work during your time in Oak Ridge?

MRS. SMITH: I was really pretty much a homemaker and then I worked part time for about eight years with Campfire, special service director there. That was it. That was my working career since I've been married. So pretty much I was a wife and mother. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Your children went through the Oak Ridge school system?
MRS. SMITH: They did. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
When they were going through the different schools, was their dress any different when they went to school than when you attended school?
MRS. SMITH: Yes, because the girls could wear pants and the boys, they tried with a dress code at some of the schools I remember at Robertsville and they weren’t too successful with that. So it was very different. I guess Mitzi was probably, her class was probably the first class of what you would call the preppy kids. They were less casually dressed. They liked things to be put together in a nice way. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you think the Oak Ridge school system gave you a good education?
MRS. SMITH: Definitely. Definitely and they very definitely gave our children one too. In fact, our oldest daughter when she went to UT, she had an English teacher and I think he had given them the first test or something, I don't remember exactly how the story went, but he said to her one day, "You're an Oak Ridge High graduate, aren’t you?" She said "Yes sir, I am." He said, "I can tell." Our son went into electrical engineering too and he was in the honor program there. He did very well. Our youngest daughter came through and she was also in the honor program at UT. She became an RN. So we just feel that Oak Ridge schools really, really gave our children a good foundation for their careers.  

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
How did your children get to school when they were growing up?
MRS. SMITH: I took them or with Teresa I guess we were in a carpool and then sometimes they rode the bus. Of course, Mitzi and Mike, I guess Mike was about seven when we built this house, so we lived right across the street from the Woodlands school so they just walked across the street. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What did your family do for fun when your kids were growing up?
MRS. SMITH: We did a lot of sports. We went to a lot of ballets and things like that. We did movies. We did vacations, we'd go to the beach sometimes or to the mountains sometimes. We camped. What else did we do? That was a favorite, was to play in the creek at Cades Cove camping. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Looking back on Oak Ridge as a city, how do you see the city has changed over the years?
MRS. SMITH: I have seen the city change tremendously, just tremendously. Some aspects of it have been good, some haven’t. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What do you think that the city should do to improve itself?
MRS. SMITH: We need nice retail stores here, definitely. I have complained about that since I guess since I've had children, because I would have to go to Knoxville many times. We had more stores then than we do now. I guess when our children were growing up I talked to every manager of every retail store that sold things, would you please bring in thus and so. This is what our children need here. What is concerning me now, is that we do not have good retail. We have to go to Knoxville still to Turkey Creek or West Town or wherever. Our population is getting older and many people cannot drive to Knoxville. I don't know what they do, I really don't. Of course there's the computer now, if they can work with a computer, then they can order things online, but that’s our biggest need I think right now, is retail. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Do you think the Oak Ridge Medical Center is good, or how do you see it? 

MRS. SMITH: I see the medical center here as being excellent. I think when my mother was still alive; I think I had my nose stuck in every department in that hospital. We received excellent care. I mean excellent care. I volunteered for a while as the patient representative up there and that means that I would go into the rooms and ask questions about different aspects; the food, the cleanliness, how they were being treated by the staff, a number of things. I had very, very few negative remarks. Most of my remarks were very positive. I would even see people that were from Maryville or on the other side somewhere or from Knoxville that skipped the Knoxville hospitals and came to this hospital. I have to say, when my mother died, all of her doctors came to the receiving friends at her service except for one. I thought that was very special. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Very classy, wasn't it?
MRS. SMITH: Very, and when she had her first cataract surgery and we brought her here to spend the night with us, it was done in the morning, that afternoon the doorbell rang and there was the florist with a bouquet of flowers from her doctor. So I have nothing but raving remarks about our Oak Ridge hospital from our experience. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
What's the most amazing thing you’ve ever seen in your life?
MRS. SMITH: The most amazing thing. I think the most amazing things that I've ever experience was the birth of my children. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
That outweighs computers and going to the moon by 100 percent doesn’t it?
MRS. SMITH: There's no comparison, but I will add one thing. My grandmother from Rhea County, saw her older sister move to Colorado in a covered wagon and she saw on TV, before she died, a man walk on the moon. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Quite amazing. 

MRS. SMITH: That is amazing. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Is there anything that we haven’t talked about that you'd like to talk about? 

MRS. SMITH: I don't know of anything. I think we've hit it all. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Well Pat, it's been my pleasure to interview you. This oral history will be a valuable asset to someone down the road, maybe doing a paper on Oak Ridge. You never know, but thank you very much for your time and letting us come into your home to take this oral history. 

MRS. SMITH: Well thank you for asking us, it was a pleasure to have both of you here and talk with us. This has been an honor for us for you to come. 

MR. HUNNICUTT: 
Thank you very much. 

[End of Interview]
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