ORAL HISTORY OF JOE RYAN
Interviewed by Don Hunnicutt
Filmed by BBB Communications, LLC.

January 16, 2014
MR. HUNNICUTT:
This interview is for the Center of Oak Ridge Oral History.  The date is January 16, 2014.  I am Don Hunnicutt.  I’m in the home of Joe Ryan, 104 Nolan Road, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, to take his oral history about living in Oak Ridge Tennessee.  Joe, please state your full name, place of birth and date.

MR. RYAN:
Joseph R. Ryan, Jr.  Place of birth is Sylva, North Carolina, and date was 1933.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your father’s name, place of birth and date of birth, if you recall?

MR. RYAN:
I’m Joseph R. Ryan, Jr., so you know what my dad’s name is.  He was born in DuBois, Pennsylvania.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And do you recall the date?

MR. RYAN:
I think it was 1896.  Yeah, I’m pretty sure it was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Your mother’s maiden name, place of birth and date, if you recall.

MR. RYAN:
Her full name was Elizabeth Candler.  She was born in Sylva, North Carolina.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall the date when she was born?

MR. RYAN:
She never would say that.  But I think it was around 1904 or ’05, somewhere around there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Your grandparents name on your father’s side, what were their names?

MR. RYAN:
I’m not sure.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What do you recall on your mother’s side of the family?

MR. RYAN:
My grandfather, her father, was a doctor in a little town over there in Sylva and was a country doctor.  C.Z. Candler was his name.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have brothers and sisters?

MR. RYAN:
I only have one now.  My sister died.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were their names?

MR. RYAN:
Marty Ann Ryan was my sister.  She died when she was about 35 or 36.  She had diabetes from birth.  Well, not from birth, but from childhood.  I have an older brother still living in North Carolina right now.  He’s about five years older.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of work did your father do?
MR. RYAN:
He was a civil engineer and came here about ’43 or so, I guess, when they were laying out the sewer lines and streets and all that.  He worked for J.A. Jones and Stone and Webster and eventually went with Union Carbide at K-25.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about your father’s school history?  Do you recall that?
MR. RYAN:
He was a civil engineer with a degree.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall what school history your mother had?

MR. RYAN:
She went to some finishing school in Virginia. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you refer to a finishing school, what does that consist of?
MR. RYAN:
Who knows.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I don’t know either.  I guess for girls it gives them –

MR. RYAN:
Probably not to burp at the dinner table or something like that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Etiquette and maybe how to cook or something of that nature.  So your father came to Oak Ridge in 1943.

MR. RYAN:
I think ’43.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the family living in Sylva, North Carolina, at that time?
MR. RYAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In what type a house were you living in?  Can you remember?

MR. RYAN:
In Sylva?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.

MR. RYAN:
Living in my grandfather’s house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that a two-story house?
MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you attend school in Sylva?
MR. RYAN:
Yes, Sylva elementary school, or whatever it was called.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What grades did you attend?

MR. RYAN:
From one to five.  And then grade six, went to St. John’s Catholic School in Waynesville.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you were attending the elementary school, what’d you remember about the school itself?  What kind of building was it?

MR. RYAN:
A huge building, as far as I was concerned, at that time.  I recall it had a big auditorium, balcony seats on both sides.  And they had us in there singing Christmas carols.  And you could see the people on the other side singing at you, and you were singing at them.  It seemed to work pretty well.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In the classroom atmosphere, did you have your own individual desk?  Or did you have chair or desk?
MR. RYAN:
We had our own desk.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember some of the classes that you took other than the basic English and arithmetic?

MR. RYAN:
I remember geography.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember some of the names of your teachers?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, that was Mrs. Cunningham in the fifth grade, Mrs. Bone in the first grade, Mrs. Thompson in the second and I think Nema Gyzer in the third.  Again, Mrs. Cunningham in the fifth.  And then I went to St. John’s over in Waynesville.  And Sister Mary Hermas was my teacher.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you were going to elementary school, what was the typical dress for a boy in those days?

MR. RYAN:
Blue jeans.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Just plaid shirts like you have on now.

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, I think so.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What kind of shoes did you wear?

MR. RYAN:
Lace-up shoes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Because today you know, everybody wears tennis shoes or these high-dollar shoes.  When you went to the Catholic school, were you required to wear a uniform of any sort?

MR. RYAN:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What did you see different in the two schools?

MR. RYAN:
The St. John’s had smaller classes.  I think because of that, you got more individual attention.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have nuns for your teachers?

MR. RYAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have athletic programs or gym in the elementary school prior to going to the Catholic school?  Did they have that in those days?

MR. RYAN:
We had recess.  They didn’t have any Phys. Ed. program.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So you basically was just able to go to the playground and enjoy yourself for whatever time you had.

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, and play ball, of course.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you went to St. John’s, did you have the same recess or the same type of situation?

MR. RYAN:
Yes, in the sixth grade.  But in the higher grades, they had a better program.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And that was through the 12th grade.

MR. RYAN:
It was sixth only.  And then we came to Oak Ridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When the family came to Oak Ridge, do you recall if your father came first?

MR. RYAN:
Yes, he was here in, I think, ’43.  We were living in Sylva.  My mother and I would come over and occasionally visit him on the weekends.  I remember riding the bus over the Smokies and through Knoxville and coming through Solway Gate.  He lived in a trailer about where the Civic Center is now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall anything about how that was when you came through the Gate at Solway?

MR. RYAN:
It seems like there was a guard that got on the bus with us and rode it on into town.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember where you got off the bus when you came into Oak Ridge?

MR. RYAN:
No, I don’t.  And I don’t remember my dad picking us up.  But I’m sure he did.  But I don’t remember that connection.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall the reaction your mother had when she first saw Oak Ridge?

MR. RYAN:
No, I don’t.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember how it looked?
MR. RYAN:
Yeah, it was a huge place.  Everything looked the same.  All the trailers looked alike.  I spent a lot a time at the theater down there in Midtown.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You would’ve been how old at that time?

MR. RYAN:
I was 11, I guess, in ’44.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you would visit on the weekends, what kind of activities did you do other than visiting when you came?

MR. RYAN:
Go to that Midtown Theater, I guess it was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Middletown was the Enterprises was the name.  But everybody shortened it to Midtown.  And they did have a movie theater there.

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, it seems like movies were going on all the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oak Ridge had a lot a movies.  There was a lot a people – had to have something for them to do.  Do you recall what type of movies you saw?
MR. RYAN:
No doubt they were cowboy-western things.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember when you left to go out of Oak Ridge, did your father take you to the bus station and then go from there back out of Oak Ridge?

MR. RYAN:
I just don’t have any recollection of that, either way, coming or going.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
About how long was it before the family moved to Oak Ridge entirely?

MR. RYAN:
The family moved on August 15 of 1945.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where’d the family first live?

MR. RYAN:
519 Delaware – D house up there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Can you describe to me what a D house looks like?

MR. RYAN:
Three bedroom, two bath, living room, porch, coal bin at that time and a coal furnace.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you get your coal?  How’d you get the coal?

MR. RYAN:
The guys came by with their truck in canvas bags and filled the coal bin.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was the coal bin located?
MR. RYAN:
In the utility room.  It’s where we’re sitting right now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have your own bedroom?
MR. RYAN:
No, my brother and I shared one.  My sister had her own bedroom – so three-bedroom D houses.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What school did you go to when you got to Oak Ridge?

MR. RYAN:
Jefferson Junior at that time.  But now it’s Robertsville.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So Jefferson Junior was located where Robertsville is now.

MR. RYAN:
Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And you basically attended the old Robertsville Elementary School that was in Oak Ridge to begin with.  Do you recall something unique about that building?  Can you describe the building to me?

MR. RYAN:
Well, they had the original brick building there from Robertsville, with a gymnasium.  Then they had a new gym built and some new wings.  They weren’t physically attached to the old brick building – but some separate wings where most of the teachers were.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember seeing the original – I think it was two-story – that had fire escapes, tunnels on each side from the top floor that you’d slide through to get down to the bottom if you ever had to?  Do you recall that?

MR. RYAN:
No, I don’t.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I know another person that we’ve interviewed that actually slid down through that.  They would periodically do that to test and give them a drill, I guess.

MR. RYAN:
Well, they must’ve been there in ’45.  I don’t remember them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You may have been in another part of brick section and not had to participate in anything like that.  Do you remember going to school and anything about air raid drills?  Do you remember anything like that?

MR. RYAN:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about fire alarm drills?

MR. RYAN:
I’m sure we had the fire drills.  That’s in every school.  I don’t specifically remember them.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long did you go to Jefferson at the Robertsville location?
MR. RYAN:
Seventh and eighth grade.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And then the ninth grade was located where?
MR. RYAN:
Well, it was there also.  I went to Nashville, to Father Ryan’s down there, for a year.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
After that year at Father Ryan’s, did you come back to Oak Ridge School System?

MR. RYAN:
Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That would’ve probably been the tenth grade, starting in the high school.

MR. RYAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was the high school located?

MR. RYAN:
On Kentucky Avenue up in Jackson Square.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you went to Nashville to Father Ryan’s, did you stay down in Nashville?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you stay?

MR. RYAN:
 They had an old house that they converted to sort of a dorm.  I think there were about 15 of us guys that stay in there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like going to Father Ryan?
MR. RYAN:
Not a hell of a lot.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was your parents grooming you to maybe become a priest, do you think?

MR. RYAN:
No, I had some problems here.  They thought maybe a year down there would do me some good.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I remember many years ago when boys used to get into problems, they’d send them down to a military school.  I can’t remember exactly where that was.

MR. RYAN:
There was one down toward Chattanooga.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I know that put the fear into me.  I certainly didn’t want to go there.  Did your mother do any work when she came to Oak Ridge other than raise the family?

MR. RYAN:
I don’t think so.  I don’t recall her doing any.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When the family had any extra time, what’d you do for recreation purposes?

MR. RYAN:
As a family.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yes.
MR. RYAN:
My mother and dad were big in the game of bridge.  A lot of Oak Ridge at that time was playing bridge.  Ridge Hall was a mecca for bridge playing.  And they played three or four times a week and had people up to the house to play bridge.  As a family, we went out to Freels Cabin out here where the lake is now – it wasn’t there then – and had picnics Sunday afternoon.  And another family or so would go.  And the adults would play bridge.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Just let the kids do whatever.

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, there’s plenty of room to run around out there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You mentioned Ridge Rec Hall.  Where was that located?

MR. RYAN:
In Jackson Square, across from the lawyers’ offices, on the corner of Broadway and Kentucky, I think.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that above where the library was underneath?

MR. RYAN:
That was the original library.  Maybe the library came after Ridge Hall was there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So the Ridge Hall had meeting rooms and open areas for parties and dances and various things.

MR. RYAN:
Yes, dances and all that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall how frequently people visited?  Was it congested a lot?

MR. RYAN:
Ridge Hall was a busy place.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So if you wanted to find somebody, you might go down there and start looking first.

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about when your mother went grocery shopping, do you recall where she might’ve done her grocery shopping?

MR. RYAN:
Outer Drive there was a shopping center up there that had a fire hall and a barbershop, drugstore and a grocery store – maybe a shoe shop in there.  But that was the closest place.  Other times she went to A&P downtown, which is in Jackson Square, rather.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have any jobs during the summertime during your school days?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type a jobs did you have?
MR. RYAN:
Worked at Watson’s filling station there at the corner of Georgia and Tennessee.  It was a Texaco station at the time.  Four or five of us worked there.  The pay was 25 or 50 cents an hour or something like that – ’bout what a gallon a gas costs.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was your job duty?
MR. RYAN:
The lowest guy on the totem pole – you know – checking tires and checking oil, pumping gas, washing cars.  It was not a good thing in the wintertime.  Saturday morning was a big deal for washing cars – freeze – the cold.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember Mr. Watson’s first name?
MR. RYAN:
Dick.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That’s been a name we have not come up with.  So you filled a part of the puzzle for the station’s owner.

MR. RYAN:
Let me tell you something else about that.  I had some heart trouble a couple years ago.  And I’m going to a cardiac rehab thing.  Well, there’s a guy down there.  We got to talking – he’s also going – and found out that he came into that same filling station and worked and was kind of a manager just after I left, which is in ’51 or sometime.  But he stayed there for eight or ten years.  If you’re really interested, he would have more information than I do.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall his name?
MR. RYAN:
I’ll have to get it for you.  It’s Luther something.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I remember many years ago, Forest Bridges ran that station.

MR. RYAN:
Yes, right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It was a Shell.  And the Brylers owned it.
MR. RYAN:
Okay, he came in after Watson – Bridges did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I worked there for 50 cents an hour – the same job.  So when your mom would do her washing, do you remember how she washed her clothes or how the family’s clothes were washed?
MR. RYAN:
We, of course, eventually got a washing machine.  There was initially that big tub that came with all these houses – a double –

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Concrete, wasn’t it?

MR. RYAN:
Yes.  I don’t recall it.  I guess she washed clothes in it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Probably with a wash scrub board like the old-time people did.  What type of car did the family have?

MR. RYAN:
Packard.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Those were pretty elite cars in those days.

MR. RYAN:
My dad had a ’39 Packard.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your dad have to work shift work when he was working?

MR. RYAN:
I don’t think so.  I don’t recall.  Soon after we moved here in ’45 – maybe just before that, he started working at K-25, eight to four or whatever it was – was a day job.  I don’t recall him ever working shift work.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type a work did he do?

MR. RYAN:
He was a civil engineer and moved up pretty well at K-25.  There’s always a guy that does the Red Cross business and the contributions and all that stuff.  I don’t know exactly what he did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever recall him talking about his job?
MR. RYAN:
Not specifically, no.  He just didn’t talk about it.  He’d talk about everything else.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It was pretty secret in those days, wasn’t it?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have an ID badge that you had to wear?
MR. RYAN:
In Oak Ridge, yeah.  I wish I still had it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall the requirements of when you had to wear that badge?

MR. RYAN:
No, I don’t.  It was probably going in and out the gate.  I don’t think we wore it all the time.  I remember the badge and pass office was right there across from Ridge Hall.  There’s lawyers’ offices there now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That was Town Hall at one time.  So the badge and pass was in that facility.

MR. RYAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you went to high school, what was some of the differences you saw at the high school level than when you were in junior high?

MR. RYAN:
Well, it was more open.  You could go to class or you could not.  It became more of something up to you instead of you being told you better get in class – free to choose.  You had more freedom in that respect.  Of course, you soon learned I better start going to class or else going to get failing grades and all that, won’t never get outta high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you able to choose some of your classes you could take?

MR. RYAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were some of the classes you took?
MR. RYAN:
Geometry and math, Spanish, public speaking, gym class.  You didn’t get to choose that.  You had to have that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Who was the gym teacher?
MR. RYAN:
Ben Martin.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you were down at Jefferson, at the Robertsville area –

MR. RYAN:
Nick Orlando.  He lined us up the first day and walked up and down the line like a drill sergeant.  He had a paddle.  And he was spanking his hand with it.  He said, “Any of you boys get outta line, you know what’s going to happen.”

MR. HUNNICUTT:
He did that to everybody.  But I think he loved every kid he ever had.  And it was just one of those things:  you got out of line; you got spanked.  Of course, he’d never last today.  They’d have him in the penitentiary.  Do you remember some of your teachers at the high school?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, Mrs. Dagley was Spanish.  Mrs. Thomas was math.  Mr. – oh, the chemistry teacher –

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was Plumley the –

MR. RYAN:
I didn’t have Plumley.  But the name’s familiar.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you take any shop classes like woodwork?

MR. RYAN:
Yes, and Mr. Nave was the mechanical drawing instructor.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was John Teague there when you went to high school?  I know he came later when Jefferson was up there.  I’m not sure whether he was there at the high school.  He had the metal and woodworking –

MR. RYAN:
Oh, at the high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah, but that was probably later on.

MR. RYAN:
Must’ve been.  Mr. Nave – there’s no such thing as a perfect letter.  I don’t care how much time you took and how good you thought you did – never got to the top – not in his estimation.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like drafting – mechanical drawing?
MR. RYAN:
I liked it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What part of school did you not like?

MR. RYAN:
I didn’t like the health classes that went with the gym.  You’d have gym –dress out and go play – Monday, Wednesday and Friday, I believe it was.  And Tuesday and Thursday, you’d have health class or whatever the heck that was.  I skipped a lot of those.  That came around and bit me in the butt later on.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What happened after that?

MR. RYAN:
Well, it came around time I was supposed to graduate.  And I had enough credits everywhere else.  But I didn’t have those four or three of whatever it was of phys ed things.  And Coach Martin said, “Joe, I can’t give you a passing grade.  You skipped 17 times.”  So it went on a day or two.  We finally got back together.  And he said, “Okay, I’ll tell you what I want you to do.”  And we were standing on the hill up there above the track.  And he said, “You skipped 17 times.  I want 1 mile for each time you skipped, around that track.”  I said, “Well, you going to count them?”  He said, “Nope, you are.”  And I did it.  I did 68 laps around there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What’d you think about Coach Martin?

MR. RYAN:
I liked him.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did he seem to be fair with all the kids?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, he was really taken by – well, he loved track.  And he loved basketball.  He thought the gym was like a chapel.  You respected the gym when you were in there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you perform in any sports?

MR. RYAN:
I went out for basketball.  And that jerk cut me.  I still think he was a good guy.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So he head football, basketball and track.

MR. RYAN:
Well, not when I was there.  I think initially in ’45, he did have all of it.  But Buist Warren was the football coach.  And John Francis was one of his assistants.  And P.B. Smith was another.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you belong to any clubs while you were in high school?
MR. RYAN:
I don’t think so.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was the dress code similar to what you described earlier about how boys dressed?

MR. RYAN:
We dressed up.  I remember a lot of the stuff had to be dry-cleaned – pants and all that.  We dressed pretty darn well.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you like that?  Or did you not like it?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, it was good.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of clothing do you recall the girls wore?
MR. RYAN:
Well, of course, they wore dresses.  I don’t remember any girls coming with pants.  It might’ve happened.  But I just don’t remember.  They all wore dresses and had the pleated skirts.  Every girl had one of those. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever attend any of the high school dances?
MR. RYAN:
Every one I could get in.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where did they hold those dances?

MR. RYAN:
In the gym up there at the high school.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Why did you like to go to all the dances?

MR. RYAN:
That’s where they kept all the girls.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did your parents have any restrictions on you for what time you had to be at home at night?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, it got to be flexible after a while, toward the 11th and 12th grade.  It was understood that somewhere around midnight, you needed to be home.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How far away was the home from the high school?

MR. RYAN:
About a mile.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you walk to school?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever ride the school buses or the bus system in Oak Ridge?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, I did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember how much it cost to ride a bus?
MR. RYAN:
We had bus tickets.  We bought a book of tickets.  I don’t think it was very much.  A guy named Martin Lebowitz and I kept – I’d borrow tickets from him.  And he would me – and back and forth – I never was sure who owed which one.  I ran into him on the street in San Diego and walked up to him.  And Martin said, “Joe, you owe me a ticket, you know that.”

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I bet he was surprised to see you up there.  When you went to the dances, what type of music did they play in those days?

MR. RYAN:
Frank Sinatra.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Like ballroom dancing.

MR. RYAN:
Yes, belly rub.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Real close together, huh?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you went to the dances, did you take a date with you?  Or did you just pick up a girl while you were there?

MR. RYAN:
Usually just took a date.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You not having a car, how did you work the date? just meet at the dance hall or the high school.

MR. RYAN:
Sometimes you could arrange the bus thing.  It depends on where she lived.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about movie theaters in Jackson Square, the Center Ridge Theater, did you go to those very often?
MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that type of movie about like it was down at the Middletown Theater?

MR. RYAN:
I can’t remember the ones at Middletown, specifically.  Of course, the Center and the Ridge were [inaudible] – you know – movies of the time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Your neighborhood that you lived in, were there a lot a kids in that neighborhood?

MR. RYAN:
Within two blocks – a radius of two blocks, there were plenty a kids.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you kids get together and play games?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type of games did you play?

MR. RYAN:
Pitching horseshoes was one of them.  There was no place to play ball.  It was all on a hill.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What about kick the can or – you recall that game?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, I recall the game.  I don’t recall us playing that.  I just don’t remember around in the neighborhood other than the horseshoes.  Maybe some badminton – we could do that in the backyard.  But baseball and football and all that, you’d lose the balls in a hurry.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
During the summer, the elementary schools had a summer program for kids to come and play games and sports things.  Did you ever attend any of that?

MR. RYAN:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What other jobs did you have besides working at the Texaco station?

MR. RYAN:
I worked at a shoe store there in Jackson Square.  That didn’t last long.  I learned a few tricks about – women are obsessed with having small shoes and small feet.  The trick there was if it was too tight on their foot, you just take it in the back and rub wax on the heel of it on the inside.  You go back and slip it on, they’d like it – kind of like used-car dealers.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long did you work there?

MR. RYAN:
Three, four months, maybe.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you quit on your own?  Or did you get fired?

MR. RYAN:
Funny you should ask.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Because you didn’t put enough wax in the shoes.

MR. RYAN:
I think I quit on my own.  That wasn’t a very good job.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that Hall Shoe store, there by Samuels, on the Square?

MR. RYAN:
No, it was over on the other section where the Music Box eventually went.  But this was in there before the Music Box, right on the corner.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oh, yeah, the Bootery.  I believe maybe came there later.  Hitherbee’s Jewley store was there originally.  Then there was a shoe store; you’re right.  I think it was called the Bootery.  I may be wrong.  I used to get my shoes in there when I was a kid.  They sold Buster Brown shoes.  I believe that was some brand for kids in those days.  Did you have a paper route?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, had a [Knoxville ] News Sentinel paper route around the top a Delaware and down to Dixie Lane, I think it was. 

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about how you got paid.  I know they brought the papers out for you.  And you delivered the papers.  But then you had to –
MR. RYAN:
You had to collect and then pay the guy that brought them to you.  And if you didn’t collect, you were just out that much money.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So he would leave you a bill for the amount a papers he gave you.

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.  It seems like papers were 35 cents apiece or something.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When did you start your collection?  Do you remember what day of the week you started?

MR. RYAN:
It seems like Friday was a big day.  Maybe it was Friday because that’s typical payday for a lot a people.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The newspaper was obviously bigger than it is today, that we’re accustomed to.  There was a big edition on Sunday – Wednesday and Sunday.  Did you have to use more than one paper bag?

MR. RYAN:
Maybe on Sunday – that was a terrible paper.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You were sometimes required to deliver before daylight.

MR. RYAN:
The Sentinel was an afternoon paper at that time.  But it was a morning paper on Sunday.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever collect Coke bottles for deposit?
MR. RYAN:
Not for steady income.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever play a game with Coke bottles called Far Away?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the particulars about how to play that game?
MR. RYAN:
Well, you looked in the bottom of the Coke bottle.  And wherever it was bottled or the bottle was made, the furthest away won.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So was it whoever had the farthest away got a free Coke or whatever the wager amount [crosstalk 37:13:80] days?
MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What’d you remember about milk delivery to the home?

MR. RYAN:
Everybody knows this.  If you didn’t get it in, it froze.  The milk froze in the bottle and didn’t squirt on the top, but the ice came out the top and raised the lid so – course, if you got it in time, it was not any big problem.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you visit the Oak Ridge swimming pool very often during the summer?

MR. RYAN:
Every day, every stinking day.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that because the girls were there?

MR. RYAN:
No, I just love swimming and diving.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The Oak Ridge pool’s been unique for a couple three things.  One, it was one of the largest in the South.  It was also something else about the water.  What’d you remember about the water?

MR. RYAN:
Chlorine was very strong and cold.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I believe it was spring fed and still spring fed.

MR. RYAN:
They had the first city-wide swimming meet there Labor Day of 1945.  And we had moved here August 15 of 1945.  I was down there before the swimming meet.  And I signed up for it – and had been swimming every day I could in North Carolina.  I entered.  And I won – size group – for the smaller people – I won and another guy, larger, bigger guy won the adult – not adult but big kid.  We became friends later on.  And I never did know this.  He and I won the first meet they had down there.  We were friends all the way through high school and going to UT [University of Tennessee].

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was his name?

MR. RYAN:
Charlie Haimer.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever work there in the summer as a lifeguard?
MR. RYAN:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was there a lot a kids and people that visited the swimming pool in the summertime?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, I’m distressed when I go by there now in the summertime.  There’s not that many people there.  It used to be swarming.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember some guys doing some acrobatic tricks off the high dive for entertainment?

MR. RYAN:
Yes, I was one of them.  Bob Siefried and Terry Reed – who was the other one?  There were four of us.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How did you guys decide what you were going to do?  Or would you just make it up as you went along?

MR. RYAN:
Just kind of as you went along.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And whatever prompted that to get started?

MR. RYAN:
Siefried did – you know Bob Siefried?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I don’t know him personally.  But I’ve heard of his name.

MR. RYAN:
He’s kind of a crazy guy.  He loved to dive and do all that.  He was our booking agent.  We did it over at Dean Hill and several places around.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall what you got paid for that?

MR. RYAN:
All you could drink.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, it was very entertaining.  I remember as a young person going down there.  I’m not sure whether it was you guys.  But there was someone that did that.  And just about everybody stopped what they were doing and watched.

MR. RYAN:
They had the siren going – Siefried did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And if I remember right, didn’t you have some kind of wooden chair you’d sit on for a while?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
All kinds a clown tricks, I guess you would call it.

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What’d you remember about boardwalks when your family first came?

MR. RYAN:
They were all over.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
A boardwalk apparently is made outta wood, is that correct?
MR. RYAN:
Yeah, and it wasn’t treated pine like they have now.  It was a big-time job always replacing them.  They would rot in a year or two.  They had guys that came along and repaired them.  I remember sliding a sled down.  It’s not a good idea.  You go fast.  But occasionally, the boardwalk sweeps around a fire hydrant.  There was one in Dixie Lane – is what I’m thinking about.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That fire hydrant doesn’t move, does it?
MR. RYAN:
No.  But I thought the boardwalks were great.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You mentioned Dixie Lane.  Where was the house located related to Dixie Lane?

MR. RYAN:
It was about a block and a half up the street toward Outer Drive.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall seeing two water towers up there?
MR. RYAN:
Yes, know them well.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
One was made outta wood, wasn’t it?

MR. RYAN:
Right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember when that one ruptured?  I believe it was that one that ruptured.

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, they took it down.  We used to climb those things.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you got to the top, what’d you do up there?

MR. RYAN:
Just worried about getting down.  You could look around.  It was a great view.  You weren’t in the club unless you had climbed both of them.  That wooden one was the worst of one because the ladder going up to it was at an angle.  And when you got toward the top, it went straight up.  And it was scary.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You know the flattop that’s down at the American Museum Science Center.  That flattop lid was originally built right below where those water towers were.  That one was flooded.

MR. RYAN:
When the tank –

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And the Presley family lived in there.  Bob Presley who was a classmate of mine’s family lived there.  It was eventually moved up on Norris.  And then it ended back up down in [Inaudible].  That was in the line of the flooding from one of those water towers.

MR. RYAN:
Was it on Delaware?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
No, it’s on Outer.  Down below the street, there is a house that’s designed – I don’t recall the number of the type house it is.  But it’s kind of a two-level house.  You’ve probably seen some around.

MR. RYAN:
Kingston house or something.  Yeah, I know what you’re talking about.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There’s a house sitting there today.  But that’s where that flattop sit – in the direct line of the water coming down through there.  That was quite a treat for the museum to get that flattop and be able to show people what a flattop looked like.  When you were growing up, did the family have a radio?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall listening to the radio very much?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What kind of programs did you like?

MR. RYAN:
In North Carolina, I remember listening to the Lone Ranger.  It came on at 7 o’clock in the evening.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you there every day at 7 o’clock?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, I guess so.  If you send off something, you got a badge – a big star finally came back.  It seemed like it took months for that to happen.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall radio programs in Oak Ridge?

MR. RYAN:
WATO was a big deal.  Ted Laymen was a DJ later.  It came on in the evening.  Do you remember him?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I’m not familiar with him.  Do you remember Bill Pollock?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was he involved when you would go to the rec hall – dance, music?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What’d you remember about the weather versus when you lived in Sylva and coming to Oak Ridge?  Was it snowy in Sylva and cold?
MR. RYAN:
Yeah, and it was snowy here also.  Of course, everybody says it used to snow and now it doesn’t – global warming and all that crap.  It did snow, especially when Kentucky and Tennessee played annually.  That would be the worst weather you’d get.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Speaking a football games, did you attend the high school games?
MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you go to any away games that the high school went to?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have to go through any kind of particular thing to leave the city and go to the games and then come back?
MR. RYAN:
No, those gates were opened.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you started doing that –

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In 1945 when they dropped the bomb on Japan, do you recall hearing about that event?

MR. RYAN:
I guess I did.  It doesn’t stand out.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was it something you retained probably unless you were in a particular situation – just –

MR. RYAN:
There was a famous picture with all the kids standing in front of where the post office used to be.  And Eileen Ridings was one of them.  She was always saying, “There’s my picture.  There I am.”  But that happened just a week or two before we moved over here.  I wasn’t here when that celebration happened.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall rationing stamps?
MR. RYAN:
Yeah, I’m thinking gas stamps.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tires and other items that were hard to get by, people standing in lines for anything.

MR. RYAN:
Everything, especially cigarettes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
One lady told me she stood in line.  Then she didn’t know what she was standing for – and got up there, and they was cigarettes.  She didn’t smoke.  But she got them.  And then she traded with somebody else for something else.  There were pretty smart people here, weren’t they?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Everybody seemed to get along here in Oak Ridge, didn’t they?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, they did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Neighborhoods were fairly close-knitted to each other.  Do you remember the Y-12 whistle?  

MR. RYAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I think they called it the Big Toot.
MR. RYAN:
That went on not too long ago – 20 years ago or something they stopped that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember how often they blew that whistle?
MR. RYAN:
I think 7:00, 11:00 and 4:00.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did the family have a telephone when you got here?
MR. RYAN:
Yeah, five digits.  I remember the number.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was it?
MR. RYAN:
51962.  The number we have is 482-1965, which is almost the same thing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Were you on a party line at that time?

MR. RYAN:
Yes, we were.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What’d you remember about a party line?
MR. RYAN:
You’d pick it up.  And if someone was on it, you were supposed to set it back down.  And most the time you did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me what it was like at Christmastime in your family.

MR. RYAN:
It was great.  My mom always made chop-suey, for some reason, Christmas Eve.  Christmas was just a great time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What’d you remember about the type of Christmas decorations the family had in those days?

MR. RYAN:
A tree that my dad would get from somewhere.  I don’t remember where.  And we would decorate it.  And we had decorations that we’d brought from North Carolina.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you got a lot a presents?

MR. RYAN:
Well, yeah, it was a sufficient amount – kids, you’ve always got socks and pants and underwear and stuff that you wouldn’t buy for yourself – not the kind of gifts you want.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you have a bicycle when you first came to Oak Ridge?
MR. RYAN:
Not at first, but eventually, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ride it very much?
MR. RYAN:
Well, it’s not a good place for bicycles if you live on top of a hill.  It’s good one way.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Some way or another, it’s got to go back up.  Do you remember rolling stores that came around the neighborhood?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, and a rolling library.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about the rolling store.  It didn’t sell everything.  But they sold a few items.  Do you remember what that was?

MR. RYAN:
No, I don’t.  I don’t know that I ever went in one.  There’s a guy at Y-12, Dave Bryant, that I understand his dad had this rolling store.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
His mother was my third-grade teacher.  Bryant’s Rolling Store was the name of it.  They lived in Woodland at the time.

MR. RYAN:
Dave has gone great guns at Y-12.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What’d you remember about being able to buy whiskey or beer in Oak Ridge?  Do you recall anything like that?

MR. RYAN:
You had to go to the cabstand.  Of course, it was supposedly dry as a bone.  But whatever you wanted, you could get it at a cabstand.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So just walk in there and ask for whiskey or whatever you wanted.
MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Would they deliver it to the home too?

MR. RYAN:
They have.  I never did have that done.  But I understand they did do that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
That’s interesting.

MR. RYAN:
The bad thing about it was you didn’t have to be 18 or 21.  You just had to have some money.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that kind of the way high schoolers got their alcohol?

MR. RYAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you recall anyone going out of Oak Ridge to bootleggers outside the city?

MR. RYAN:
Well, yeah, outside – you mean down toward Oliver Springs.  The white house down there was known to be a place – it’s still there, I think.  I went by there the other day, just coming up that old Batley Road.  There’s a white house there.  I think it’s the same one.  I’m not sure.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I’ve been told that’s the same one.  There was a lady that used to run that.  I can’t remember her name.  We have interviewed some others that have told us about that.  Maybe their father visited that.  And they went with him.  In March of 1949, the city opened the gates.  Do you recall that event?

MR. RYAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me where you were when all that hoopla was going on.
MR. RYAN:
Were there in Jackson Square when the parade came by – approximately where a fire hall used to be.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Around Tennessee Avenue.  Was there a lot a people at the parade?

MR. RYAN:
Yes, as I recall.  And we had some Hollywood guys here, people.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Hollywood stars that came.

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, I guess they’re stars.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember any particular cowboy star that came?
MR. RYAN:
Yeah, Rod Cameron was one, I think.  And the girl, I can’t remember –

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Marie McDonald – “the Body” –

MR. RYAN:
That’s right.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you attend the Elza Gate event of the opening of the gates out there that morning?

MR. RYAN:
I think so.  But I’m not certain.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
See the ribbon across the street –
MR. RYAN:
I think so.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
One of your classmates or friends, Bill Henry, was there.  And he got a piece of that ribbon.  He still has it.  What about up on Blankenship Field – they had some dignitaries – Vice President Barkley was here.  And he gave speeches – and some movie stars and some other celebrities – did you attend any of that?
MR. RYAN:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you attend any of the dances they had at the Oak Terrace Ballroom?

MR. RYAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Tell me about those.

MR. RYAN:
Those were great.  The mirror, as we mentioned – I often wonder where it is now.  When you go in there now, it’s Habitat selling used pictures and things.  But the floor’s still the same – same building.  I still wonder where that mirror ball is.  I’d like to have it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Describe what a mirror ball is.

MR. RYAN:
It was a sphere about 60 and 15, 16 inches with mirrors stuck to it and light shining on it.  And as it would slowly rotate, the light would go around the room.  It gave it a good atmosphere.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they have a lot a dances there?

MR. RYAN:
Yes, it seems like every Saturday night they did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they charge you for getting in?
MR. RYAN:
 I don’t remember.  I don’t think so.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Back to the gate opening ceremony.  The American Museum of Atomic Energy opened that same weekend at Jefferson.  Did you by any chance attend that?

MR. RYAN:
I don’t know if I attended that weekend or not.  But I did go down there and go the radiated dime and all that stuff.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Was that an interesting place to visit?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, once is enough.  Everybody should do it once.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you still have the dime?

MR. RYAN:
No, I don’t.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The Museum also was probably before you came out at the brick warehouses out towards Elza Gate.  You probably don’t remember that.  Do you remember anything about that?

MR. RYAN:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They had it there open for some visitors prior to building the existing museum at Jefferson.  I believe it was before your family came.

MR. RYAN:
I remember there’s a train station down there.  About where Fairbanks is, there was a train station.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
You remember farmers market.

MR. RYAN:
Farmers market there also.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Back to the swimming pool.  Do you remember on the west end of the swimming pool either a snack stand or a little merry-go-round park and something of that nature?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember a little eating place – like you could walk up window and get food?

MR. RYAN:
I think it was there.  I do remember the ride thing.  Some guy had a track laid out and had cars that tumbled and rolled at the same time.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember where the Igloo might’ve been located?  Do you remember a little custard stand named the Igloo?  

MR. RYAN:
Unless it was Downtown, I don’t.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Does the name Igloo ring a bell?

MR. RYAN:
It does.  But I can’t place it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
We’re trying to really locate it.  And I’ve been told it’s somewhere close to the farmers market.  But we’re not real sure.  Tell me what you know about the Snow White Drive-In.

MR. RYAN:
That was the place to go.  I guess we all burned a lot a gas driving around that thing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where was it located?
MR. RYAN:
I guess the Physicians’ Plaza is now – I happen to know the guy that owned that and worked there, Bill Sparks.  He’s still around.  We kid him about the hospital losing a bulldozer in the grease that was leftover when they moved his restaurant out from there.  He doesn’t think that’s too funny.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember what kind of business was next door to the Snow White?

MR. RYAN:
It was a dental clinic.
MR. HUNNICUTT:
If you’re facing Snow White, it’d be on the left.  The dental clinic’d been on the right.

MR. RYAN:
No, what as it?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
New York Cleaners – George Warren – did you know George?

MR. RYAN:
I know of him.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, he ran New York cleaners for many years.  I understand they stopped them from driving around the Snow White.  Do you know why?

MR. RYAN:
No.  Guys would leave Y-12 on the evening shift, 11 o’clock, race to get over there in the summertime and then drive five miles an hour around the Snow White.  I never did see the wisdom in that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type a food did they serve?
MR. RYAN:
Well, the hamburgers were the main thing.  Breakfast was great.  

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did they have curb service?

MR. RYAN:
At one time they did.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When you pulled up for curb service, did someone come right out?  Or did you have to blow the horn?  Do you remember?

MR. RYAN:
I don’t remember.  There was a place across the street that also had curb service.  I guess a car lot’s there now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Well, the Blue Circle came in there somewhere around 1960 or so – across the street where the Chrysler dealership is.  And it stayed there for a while.  Of course, the Snow White moved down the street to where Burger Chef used to be, where the Snappy Tomato is now.  I think Spark sold it to another lady and finally it went out.  It had one of the best hamburgers I think you could ever buy.  Tell me about the Skyway Drive-In.

MR. RYAN:
Good place.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
We talked about the Snow-White Drive-In.  And I said Skyway.  They’re two different places.

MR. RYAN:
Right.  Great place to go see horror movies and all that business.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that a good place to go take a date?

MR. RYAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
The normal seating place when you went to a date certainly wasn’t on the front row, was it?

MR. RYAN:
No.  I have a bad story about that.  I don’t know if you want to hear it or not.  I know a girl and her husband were over there.  And their children were laying on blankets.  And a car ran over their son and killed him.  You probably didn’t want to hear that.  That’s what I’m thinking of.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Those things happen ’cause kids would sit out on hood of the cars or lay out on the front.

MR. RYAN:
On a blanket.  But the people in the Holiday Inn, of course, on this side, could watch and hear the movie from there without going to it.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah, the Holiday Inn came in later.  I heard that people asked for those rooms on that side so they could sit out there and watch the movie.  Do you recall them playing bingo during the double feature at the Skyway?

MR. RYAN:
It sounds familiar.  I can’t picture that.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
We interviewed one gentleman that worked there at the time.  If you got a bingo, you’re supposed to blow your horn.  You can imagine after they blew the horn the first time how many horns blew.  It was a business that stayed for many, many years.  I think it would be something good if you could have a drive-in today – probably no one would visit.  After you graduated from high school, what’d you do?

MR. RYAN:
Went to UT for a while and eventually joined the Navy.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How long were you in the Navy?
MR. RYAN:
Four years.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you come back to Oak Ridge after that?

MR. RYAN:
I stayed out there and worked for a year and a half or so.  I stayed in California and worked.  I came back.  My dad got a job for me at Y-12.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What were you doing at Y-12?

MR. RYAN:
Went in as a machinist in 1957.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you meet your wife?

MR. RYAN:
Well, she was a nurse at the Y-12 medical.  This was five or six years after I had been there.  We got to know each other.  I kept having problems and had to go to medical.  She eventually said I’ll take care a that.  We just got married.  She was a nurse out there and later on a nurse at Oak Ridge Hospital – Dr. Stanley’s assistant there.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
He’s still working.

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did your family first live when you got married?

MR. RYAN:
107 Parma, P-a-r-m-a.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is that off a Pennsylvania?

MR. RYAN:
Uh-huh.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type a house was it?

MR. RYAN:
A C house.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Can you describe a C house for me?
MR. RYAN:
It’s about 1200 square feet – really two-and-a-half bedrooms.  It was good enough.  We had three children.  And it was good enough.  It needed more space to really be comfortable.  We sold that one and bought this one.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What was the heat for the C house at that time when you bought it?

MR. RYAN:
It was gas.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
C houses and D’s and A’s and B’s were called letter houses.  But they were also called cemesto houses.  Do you know the reason why they call them cemesto houses?

MR. RYAN:
It’s a filler that walls are made out of – two pieces of asbestos with some paper in between.  It’s about an inch-and-a-quarter thick.  It serves as an inside wall and outside wall at the time they were built.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did these houses you lived in, the D and the C, have hardwood flooring?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
So they were pretty well built when they built them.

MR. RYAN:
All the cemestos have three-quarter-inch hardwood flooring.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What is your wife’s name?
MR. RYAN:
Louise.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And where is she from?

MR. RYAN:
She’s from Marshall, North Carolina.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Where did you guys get married?
MR. RYAN:
Chapel on the Hill.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What is the name of your children?  You mentioned you had three children.

MR. RYAN:
Mike, Margaret and Joe III.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And they went through the Oak Ridge School System.

MR. RYAN:
Yes, they did – went through St. Mary’s up through the eighth grade.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you feel like the Oak Ridge School System, even St. Mary’s and the public schools was a school system rated above average?
MR. RYAN:
Judging from two of our three children, two of them thought it was better as they eventually went to the high school.  But some people don’t.  And it just doesn’t work for some people.  I know of a kid that they tried to send him to St. Mary’s, he had a terrible time.  And they took him out and put him in a public school.  And he did just fine.  It’s a mix bag.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
But from the education level standpoint, do you think either one of the school systems are average or above average?

MR. RYAN:
I think both of them are above average.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you think from your standpoint that the high school helped you as far as your schooling is concerned?

MR. RYAN:
When I was going to high school?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah, here in Oak Ridge.

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What’d you remember about doctors?  Do you remember doctors coming to the house, making doctor calls?

MR. RYAN:
No.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever have to go to the hospital and use the Oak Ridge Hospital in those days?

MR. RYAN:
I don’t recall having to use the hospital.  Of course, we went to doctors’ offices for medical treatment.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They used to make house calls in the early days if you called them.
MR. RYAN:
John Cruse was probably one.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Dr. Preston.  They built a new, what we call a Downtown area.  And most of the stores in Jackson Square moved there in 1955.  Do you remember the Downtown Shopping Center?

MR. RYAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember some of the stores that were down there?

MR. RYAN:
Sears just moved out recently.  Western Auto and Penney’s are still there.  The furniture places –

MR. HUNNICUTT:
There’re a lot of shoe stores of some sort.

MR. RYAN:
Sturkey’s furniture was in the bottom.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Next to the Downtown Hardware was in there next to [crosstalk 1:08:23:20].  Do you recall anything else?  I believe Walgreens was there on the corner somewhere, wasn’t it?  Do you remember Davis Brothers Cafeteria?
MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you ever eat much in there?

MR. RYAN:
Not much but occasionally, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It’s too bad we don’t have that today.

MR. RYAN:
I understand there’s a new one there where Ryan’s was.  I don’t know if they’re open yet.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
They are – Golden Buffet or something of that nature.  I think it’s Oriental or something of that nature.  I’m not real sure.  Joe, all the years that you’ve lived here in Oak Ridge, how do you see how the city’s progressed?
MR. RYAN:
I want to say has it.  It just seems like –

MR. HUNNICUTT:
It seems like it has spurts that it grows.

MR. RYAN:
Taxes just keep going up.  Utility bills go up.  Everything goes up.  You asked if it’s progressed, how it’s changed.  I think we have a good police force.  I think the neighborhood watch is a great idea.  The medical facilities are just great here.  I told you I had some heart trouble a couple years ago.  Everything you want is right here.  I can darn near walk to it – good hospitals, good doctors, good cardiologist.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember New York Avenue stores?
MR. RYAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you remember the gentleman that ran the drugstore there?

MR. RYAN:
Mr. Bass.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did he own the whole facility at one time?
MR. RYAN:
Yes.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And then the building caught on fire and burnt and was rebuilt.

MR. RYAN:
They rebuilt.  I think his son lives in Kingston now but still has it – unless he sold it recently.  Susan Bass married Jim Tinell.  They lived next door here for a while.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you feel safe growing up in Oak Ridge?
MR. RYAN:
Gosh, yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
How do you feel now about living in Oak Ridge from a safety standpoint?

MR. RYAN:
Not quite as comfortable.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Our society’s changed tremendously since then.

MR. RYAN:
It was a ten then.  And it’s probably a six now.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Do you have any clubs or outside activities you participate in today?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, I’m involved with flying down at Oliver Springs Airport.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Are you a licensed pilot?

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
What type a plane do you fly?

MR. RYAN:
Well, right now, it’s a 1946 Aeronca Champ that I bought 15 years ago – took it apart, brought it home, redid it all, took it back and been flying it for five or six years.  But before that, I had a couple of other Cherokees – been doing this since 1976.  That’s an interesting thing.  There was a guy that I learned to fly from, the instructor, named Guy Jones.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
He taught everybody how to fly.

MR. RYAN:
Yeah, the last barnstormer.  What a character he was.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
If I remember right, Oliver Springs Airport’s not an airport easily to get into or out of, is that right?

MR. RYAN:
It’s not bad.  No big secrets – but if you know the right way to do it, then it’s not bad.  It’s unusual.  You fly over a mountain.  And then you lose sight of the airport.  And it eventually comes back.  You can see where it is.  And you just go ahead and land.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Oak Ridge is famous for developing part of the atomic bomb that was dropped on Japan.  But out of all of that is this wonderful medical treatments that people have today from isotopes and various things that’s been developed off of that.  And thousands and thousands of people are still living today because of that.  And Oak Ridge Hospital is noted for their participation in the upcoming medical – like you’re talking about the heart center they have there and other things.  I think Oak Ridge has a wonderful facility for treating people.

MR. RYAN:
Yeah.  Aside from Knoxville, you take the surrounding counties, this is the place to come with medical problems.  They’re the second-largest employer in town, then Y-12 and X-10 being the first.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
When did you retire?
MR. RYAN:
Ninety-two.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
From Y-12.
MR. RYAN:
Uh-huh.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
And what was your final job position when you retired?
MR. RYAN:
Area engineer.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Did you enjoy working at Y-12?
MR. RYAN:
Yeah, except for the last few years.  It was a job made for me.  And I just loved every bit of it for a while.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Is there anything we haven’t talked about you’d like to talk about?
MR. RYAN:
No, if you’re happy –

MR. HUNNICUTT:
In your lifetime, what’s the most amazing thing you’ve ever seen?  That’s a hard question ’cause there’s a lot of amazing things.

MR. RYAN:
Do most people come up with an answer?

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Yeah, some sort.  I know it’s a mind stumper.

MR. RYAN:
I can’t come up with anything that’s the most amazing thing.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
Joe, it’s been my pleasure to interview you about your Oak Ridge oral history and letting us come into your home today.
MR. RYAN:
Thank you.

MR. HUNNICUTT:
I feel that your information that you’ve given us will be a benefit to someone down the road if they decide they want to look at your interview and see how it was.  Our purpose of this Center for Oak Ridge Oral History is so that our future generations will have something to read about or hear about of how it used to be.  Because today, society changes so much that people that live in Oak Ridge don’t even know what Oak Ridge was created for, believe it or not.  Thanks again for letting us come into your home.

MR. RYAN:
You’re welcome, enjoyed it.

[End of Interview]
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