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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel, and today's April 25, 2016. I'm at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Dr. James Rouse. Jim, if you don't mind me calling you, "Jim."

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, please, please.

MR. MCDANIEL: Thanks for being here, and coming by and talking with us.

DR. ROUSE: Keith, always a pleasure to be in your company. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: It's, so people that know, Dr. Rouse, Jim, and I, we have this habit of running into each other at the grocery store, and it doesn't matter which grocery store, we'll find each other. So, which is kind of an odd thing that happens with us. But I knew, I knew he'd been in Oak Ridge a long time, and has a, an interesting story, I'm sure and, because I've heard a few of them, and wanted to be able to talk, talk with you. So, why don't we start at the very beginning. Tell me where you were born and raised, something about your family.

DR. ROUSE: I grew up in LaFollette, about 40 miles from here. My dad owned a grocery store there and so, I was a grocery boy for, for a few years, as I was growing up. I went to grammar school there, and graduated from high school there, played football. I guess the Oak Ridge connection between here and there is that, my first football coach was Jack Armstrong, who later came to Oak Ridge, and the fellow that the field's named for now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: I hadn't planned on playing football, and I was sitting in first class, first quarter of first period study hall and -- when I was a freshman.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: And Jack Armstrong walked in the library, and tapped me on the shoulder, and said, "Rouse, be down at the football field this afternoon at two o'clock." I said, "Well, coach, I hadn't planned on playing football. I'm going to play in the band." He said, "You play in the band when football season's over.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: So, that's how I got started. I had no intention of doing that. He left the next year, and was replaced by Al Rotella.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: Al Rotella came from New Jersey. He was an All American at UT [University of Tennessee] and, and was coaching at the university level in North Carolina with Beattie Feathers. Beattie Feathers lost his job, so he, Al, came back to the university looking for work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

DR. ROUSE: They said, "We don't have a coaching position open, but there's a little school out in LaFollette looking for a coach."

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: He came, and, needless to say, we had the only undefeated season the team has ever had, before or since. But we had a, we had a wonderful football team. He was a great guy, weighed about 300 pounds, and he was a New Jersey Italian. Great guy, we'd just never seen anything quite like him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I bet, in LaFollette.

DR. ROUSE: It was great, yeah, had a good time, during that time. So, my senior year, my English teacher recommended me for a job at the radio station in LaFollette.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: I went for an interview, and they sent for me. So, I had to give up football in my last, my last year, but that was an easy trade-off, because I I really, I thought I found my calling.
MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, you loved the radio, didn't you?
DR. ROUSE: I was the nighttime disc jockey. When the girls were having trouble with the boyfriends, they'd call in for me to play a sad song. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Is ... ?
DR. ROUSE: I was always happy to be offering any counseling advice I could. (laughter) So that was, that was great.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet. I bet.
DR. ROUSE: So, I graduated from LaFollette High School. Then, I went to university enrolled in pre-med, was there, finished that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did, now, what year did you graduate?
DR. ROUSE: Well, I graduated from ...

MR. MCDANIEL: From high school.
DR. ROUSE: From high school, that would have been in '54.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
DR. ROUSE: '54

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: And then, went to the University in Knoxville, finished there and went on ...

MR. MCDANIEL: In pre-med?

DR. ROUSE: In pre-med, and then went ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you always know that you wanted to do that?

DR. ROUSE: I really did. Yeah, even when I was doing all the other things that I enjoyed, yeah, I knew that's what I, I wanted to do. There was a doctor that lived across the street from me. Dr. Presley. He was sort of the idol of the neighborhood. We thought he was a cool guy, and he really was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
DR. ROUSE: And that's what I wanted to do. I sprained my ankle when I was about six-years-old, and I thought they were going to cut my foot off. My mother took me to the doctor and he taped it up and it felt better and I said, "Yeah, that's what I'm going to do."

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: Yeah

MR. MCDANIEL: Well my goodness.

DR. ROUSE: So, so I did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, good.

DR. ROUSE: I went to Memphis University's College of Medicine at the University of Tennessee, finished there and then came back to Nashville for my internship. Vanderbilt had a rotating internship with there. So, I did that, and then, went back to the University Hospital in Knoxville, and did a surgery residency.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: And was waiting on a subspecialty residency, when I got a letter one day addressed to Capt. Rouse ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: ... and I had been invited to join the United States Air Force ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: ... during Vietnam. Which I did, and ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
DR. ROUSE: ... was at Maxwell Air Force Base for two years there, doing surgery ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, now the, I mean, you just, they just drafted you? Is that what they ... ?

DR. ROUSE: They did, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: They just drafted you. They needed, needed doctors, I guess ...
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, this ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... so ...
DR. ROUSE:  ... this was, this was during Vietnam and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... so, there was plenty of work for doctors.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. 

DR. ROUSE: (whispered) Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And where did you say you went?
DR. ROUSE: Maxwell Air Force ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: You went to Maxwell.
DR. ROUSE: ... Base in Montgomery, Alabama. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: It's a, it's a big, multi-specialty hospital ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... and I was there with another surgeon, who left there to become chief surgeon at the University of New Mexico.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? 

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. So you, so you were a surgeon.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, I was, I was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, at this time, you were a surgeon.

DR. ROUSE: ... assigned flight surgery service, and the general surgery service.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: Flight surgery usually, you're just, you're taking care of pilots, and things like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: But, that didn't take all of your time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: So, we did most of the, well, we did all of the general surgery, actually, at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: Then, when I left there, I went to Eastern Kentucky.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: A couple of fellows I met in the Air Force were going to do general practice, and they didn't do any surgery, and they needed somebody to do that. I felt like it'd be an opportunity to give something back. We went to a small town in Eastern Kentucky, right along the West Virginia border, little town called Louisa. Took over a little hospital there. My former partners are still there. It was a great place, we had a wonderful experience there. But, I was doing all the surgery for a pretty wide area, sleeping about three or four hours a night, smoking a couple of packs of cigarettes, lost about 60 pounds of weight, and decided that that was not agreeing with me long term.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
DR. ROUSE:  So, after about four years of that, I came back to the University and did a diagnostic radiology residency, thinking that'd be a little easier than doing surgery ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Surgery.
DR. ROUSE: ... the rest of my life. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: But, about that time, somebody invented the CT [Computed Tomography], and those kind of things, and so, we were up doing arteriograms, those kind of things, all night anyway.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: So, I guess it made some difference, but in '75, I came to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, were you married at the time?

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: When did you get married?

DR. ROUSE: I got married about the time I started medical school, actually.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah. And, that's the reason I got through medical school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
DR. ROUSE: Yeah. I had ... I had to have somebody to stay after me, and make me study.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, sure was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you meet your wife at college?

DR. ROUSE: No, I'd known her in high school.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
DR. ROUSE: She didn't care too much for me in high school. (laughter) I don't know what eventually changed her mind.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.

DR. ROUSE: But, yeah, no, I'd known her most of my life, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, my goodness.

DR. ROUSE: So, we ended up here in Oak Ridge in '75. There were two radiologists here, Dr. Ball and Dr. O'Dare, and they were getting ready to retire. And Jim Hilton, and I, were just finishing residency over at the University, and they contacted the Radiology Department, and asked if they had anybody finishing they thought could fill the bill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: So, we came over and chatted with, with the administrators, and were hired on. Dr. Hilton came first. He was a little bit ahead of me in the residency, and so he came in '74, and I came right after that, in '75.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, so, in '75, you were, you were ... 37, mid-30s, mid- to late-30s?

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, something like that.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, 30, mid-30s.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. And you'd been, I mean, you'd been through all your, all your training ...

DR. ROUSE: Yep.

MR. MCDANIEL: And, like you said, served in the service, in Kentucky.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what made you come to, I mean, did you know you wanted to end up back in East Tennessee?

DR. ROUSE: No, no. I knew I needed to do something else, other than what I was doing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
DR. ROUSE: Or, or ... It was just too much for…
MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... one person to do ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: ... and last very long.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: So, I, actually, went back to the University thinking that I was probably going to do a year of chest work and become a thoracic surgeon, and I ran into one of my old pals, a GP [General Practice] up in LaFollette – while I was visiting my folks. We were, we were doing the old routine, "When have you seen old so-and-so ... " people we were in class, in medical school with.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: And I said to Jim, I said, "When have you seen Bob Bryant?" Bob was an internist. He was in residency when I was in surgery residency. He said, "Well, he's a radiologist in Atlanta, now." I said, "Radiologist? I hadn't thought about that."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: So, the next day, I came over, and applied for a radiology residency, and they were pretty hard to get at that time, but I walked in the Emergency -- I didn't, I didn't even have an appointment -- walked into the Emergency Room, ran into one of my old buddies that I used to be in practice with, not as a partner but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... somebody I knew. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: I said, "What'cha doing these days?" And he said, "Oh, I'm a urologist." (laughter) I said, "Well, I'm ..." He was a GP when I left.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
DR. ROUSE: I said, "Well, I'm looking for the head of the radiology department." He said, "Well, he's here," and, he said, "Actually, he and I were in residency together at Clumby ... Columbia College." So, he called him, and gave him the old schmooze, "This is the greatest guy he ever knew."

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
DR. ROUSE: "You ought to take him in your program."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: And so, I got in, like, I guess ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how long, how long did that ... ? How long was that residency?

DR. ROUSE: The residency itself was three years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, wow. 

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: Three more years, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And so, you've been in school a long time.
DR. ROUSE: I've been in school most all my life. (laughter) You know, my, my ... Marilyn says, "You need to go down, and sign up at ORICL [Oak Ridge Institute for Continued Learning]." I said, "Marilyn they hold those things in a classroom (laughs) some of the time."

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure.
DR. ROUSE: And I've spent, I've spent a lot of time, and still do now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
DR. ROUSE: You know, I get my CME [Continued Medical Education] every year, 40 hours ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... and stay up with it. You know, it's something you spend your life getting, and you don't want to turn loose that easy, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, of course, even if you, maybe, retired, or ... 

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You never know. You never know.

DR. ROUSE: You never, boy, you never know, that's for sure.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, exactly. It'd be horrible if they called you, and said, "We, it's a catastrophe, and we need you."

DR. ROUSE: Got to have you.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you can't, and you, you'd say, "I can't help you. I'm sorry," you know.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... 

DR. ROUSE: So, that part of it's, it's good. Yeah, and I still enjoy that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, sure. So, you came to Oak Ridge, you said, in 1975.

DR. ROUSE: '75.

MR. MCDANIEL: As a radiologist.
DR. ROUSE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And, now did you have your own practice, or did you work for the hospital, or how did that ... ?

DR. ROUSE: Well, no, we worked at the hospital. They needed radiologists ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... and we weren't hired, we worked there, used their equipment ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... charged for that, and we did, did our part.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: Ran our practice there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right. 

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you didn't have, like, an office. I mean, all your work was done at the, I mean, you didn't have an office with, that you, that you, that you saw patients, did you?

DR. ROUSE: Outside of the hospital?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, outside of the hospital, right.

DR. ROUSE: No. Later on we did, when we started the Breast Center, we saw patients in the Breast Center.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
DR. ROUSE: I was chief of radiology for, I guess around 20 years, and then Dr Hilton, and I, the doctor I had come with initially, we, we took over the Breast Center as medical director of that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... and ran that for about another 11 years, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
DR. ROUSE: Mmm-hmm ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did, so when you came to Oak Ridge, you came into the ... Had you spent much time in Oak Ridge before? 

DR. ROUSE: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you know very much about it?
DR. ROUSE: I, well, I knew about Oak Ridge. You know, growing up in LaFollette, we'd heard a lot of people worked here in Oak Ridge. We didn't know what they were doing, but we knew it was something important, you could just tell.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: Or at least we thought we could tell.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: But we knew about Oak Ridge. The one thing we knew for sure about Oak Ridge, they had some good sports teams.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
DR. ROUSE: The year we were undefeated, we didn't play Oak Ridge, they weren't on our schedule, but the next year we did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: And I remember very well, I played tackle in the line. They had a player named Bob Hazlett. He was a big, rough guy, about that much taller than me ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... and about that much wider, it looked like. We ended up losing to Oak Ridge, I think it was about 13 to six. I can't remember, it was a fairly close game, but, just, just wasn't meant to be.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Yeah, Oak Ridge always had, had good sports teams ...

did, indeed, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... that's for sure. And still do.

DR. ROUSE: Well, they still do. Yeah. Years later, I never thought it would happen but, when my youngest son, Mitch, played football here at Oak Ridge and they had a state championship, I'm down there hollering for Oak Ridge and yelling. Never thought I'd do that, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I bet.
DR. ROUSE: I am a Wildcat convert ...

MR. MCDANIEL: (laughs) There you go.
DR. ROUSE: ... to the core. You bet.

MR. MCDANIEL: But, so what did, I mean, where did you, where did you find a place to live when you got here? I mean, did you, did you ... ? What was your impression of Oak Ridge?

DR. ROUSE: Actually, what we did, Keith, we were still living in Knoxville. I was in residency ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
DR. ROUSE: ... and had a house there. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

DR. ROUSE: So, I came in '75, and we found a lot, and we built a house. We're right there today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: Same house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Same house.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Same house.
DR. ROUSE: Same place.

MR. MCDANIEL: Same house.
DR. ROUSE: Same number as yours.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's exactly right, exactly right. Was that a new, was that a new subdivision?

DR. ROUSE: It was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Fairly new at that time.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, well, it was new, yeah. Briarcliff Subdivision.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, it was a new subdivision. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

DR. ROUSE: In fact, some of the roads weren't even paved.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really? 

DR. ROUSE: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: But we ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. But what was Oak Ridge like? What was your impression of it? What were the people? You were, you came into the medical community, which is, kind of, a, it's, kind of, its own community, I guess, but ...
DR. ROUSE: Well, it was not so much that then. We had, when I came in '75, we had, I made doctor number 37.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
DR. ROUSE: So, it was fairly small hospital staff, and we saw almost everybody every day, and socialized together. We visited in each other’s homes. Today, I walk through the hospital, and I hardly know anybody. So it's really changed a lot ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: ... since I came here. But it was, we'd always thought of Oak Ridge as being super smart, you know. Wonderful schools, lot of people highly educated. So, I was a little bit in awe of that when I came, but found it to be a very friendly town. You know, once you live here, well, you can't imagine living anywhere else. I can't imagine living anywhere else.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right, exactly.
DR. ROUSE: It's a great place to live.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what did your, what did your wife, and you do, I mean, socially? Did you get involved in any clubs, or activities, or anything like that?
DR. ROUSE: Well you know, the Medical Association, they have the wives, auxiliaries they have. She was doing that and I was, mostly, working.

MR. MCDANIEL: Mostly working, yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah sure.
DR. ROUSE: We were, we were very busy. There were, there were two of us, when we came, and we, doctor Harold Kerley, who was on the staff at UT, he was one of our staff members over there. We talked to him, and he came and joined us. So, that we ended up with three then, and later on, we had, ended up with seven, about the time Dr. Hilton, and I, went to the Breast Center.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, it, well, a lot of, a lot of modalities were added at the time we were here. When we came, there was no Nuclear Medicine Department, so we had to add that, which we did. They were not doing interventional procedures, arteriograms weren't being done, putting dye in arteries, things like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: X-raying arteries, and the kidneys, and all that sort of thing, wasn't being done here. So, we started all those programs and we stayed busy.

MR. MCDANIEL: I, funny you mention that, I had that done to me last week. I'll talk to you about it ...

DR. ROUSE: Oh, my.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... after the interview. 

DR. ROUSE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, I don't want to go into great detail now, but I know exactly what you're talking about.

DR. ROUSE: Absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL: But, but anyway ... So, so talk about the hospital. I mean, I know, who, was it Methodist, then or was it ... ?

DR. ROUSE: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was Methodist.
DR. ROUSE: It was Methodist.

MR. MCDANIEL: Methodist took it over, I guess, in the '60s.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, the, it was, oh, well, it was sort of Oak Ridge Methodist Hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: It was sort of ... And people called it Oak Ridge Hospital, or Methodist Hospital. The terms were interchangeable.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: I think, at least, the time I was, since I've been here. Then, Covenant came later.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, Covenant came later.

DR. ROUSE: But Marshall Whisnant, was the administrator, and Ralph Lillard, was the assistant administrator at that time, and, gosh, you just couldn't, I mean, that, two of the greatest guys ever lived, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? Huh ... 

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, yeah, just, you know, they just knew how to do, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.

DR. ROUSE: As I tell, I always told my kids, some people know how to do, and some people don't know how to do. 

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true.

DR. ROUSE: And they knew how to do. I learned an awful lot from those two men. I sure did.

MR. MCDANIEL: What about other physicians, I mean, did you, anybody that stands out in your experience of ... ? 

DR. ROUSE: In what?

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, well ...
DR. ROUSE: In what way?

MR. MCDANIEL:... positive, let's talk positively, first.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, I was impressed with the level of medical care here in Oak Ridge. It was, it was just terrific, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: You expect, I guess, that it's something you pick up when you're in a university setting, where everything's by the book, and everybody's a professor. You're learning, you always, expect, you know, maybe, it won't be quite like this when I get in practice. But Oak Ridge had very high standards, and, I think, that's well-known in the community. You know, they, any time they were inspected, they always got the highest ratings, no matter what it was for, and the people who came here were very well-trained people, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... the physicians here. So, I, I was just thrilled to be, be practicing with people like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were there any old timers -- what I call old timers -- original Oak Ridgers?

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, the original Oak Ridgers, yeah, there was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Doctors.
DR. ROUSE: ... Dr. Bill Hardy was here, he was a pediatrician. Terrific guy, he and I shared a lot of historical interests. He was a fascinating guy. And so, I've always been interested in Abraham Lincoln. When he would, he belonged to book clubs, historic, and every time he would see one he thought I'd be interested in, he'd, he'd either order it, and I'd pay him ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... or he'd come bring me the thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: It was too much ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

DR. ROUSE: ... and say, "Here's something you might be interested in."

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

DR. ROUSE: So, he was here, and we had fun. John Dipersio was here at that time. He was, I guess, the original medical doctor in the Army, who was head of the hospital, in charge of the hospital, during the World War II, when the Manhattan Project was going on. John was a cardiologist, and internist, brilliant man, and had interests. I learned an awful lot from John about art, and artists and things like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
DR. ROUSE: He was ... Yeah, yeah, he was really into that sort of thing. A very cultured individual. He came by every day, about noon, or 12:30, and we'd sit down, and we would talk. I would listen most to John, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
DR. ROUSE: Yeah. But he was a fascinating guy. Yeah, the older doctors who were here, that were doctors of the "Golden Age," we called them ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: ... they were terrific. They were, they were their own men, and they didn't care to let you know that. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: I remember very well when we started doing mammography, and I recommended in my report, I said, "This patient needs a biopsy of the right breast." Surgeon, who will remain nameless, came around, and said, "Young man, you can't tell me who to operate on."

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: I said, "Well, things have changed a little bit."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
DR. ROUSE: "Here's what you have to do, because this is something you can't feel or see."

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

DR. ROUSE: So, we had, we had to do some of that. And then, we had people ordering arteriograms who, probably, shouldn't've been ordering, as we had to say, you know. That's probably not indicated, and they didn't like that, either.

MR. MCDANIEL: They didn't like that.
DR. ROUSE: No. But, but, really, it was, it was an, it was an exciting, it was great. Doctor Hilton, and Doctor Kerley, and I all, I always said it was the best time of our lives.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
DR. ROUSE: We had a great time, we sure did. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh ...
DR. ROUSE: Of course, we were the new guys on the block, you know. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: We were the real smart guys from the university ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
DR. ROUSE: ... and it was fun.

MR. MCDANIEL: And bringing, really, new technology ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, we did, we did.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... the new technology that was developed about that time, too. 

DR. ROUSE: Sure, yeah, yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: So ...
DR. ROUSE: Well, and what ... Yeah, there's, there're just thousands of stories, actually, like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, oh, sure...
DR. ROUSE: So, I'll just cut it off there.

MR. MCDANIEL: No, that's ok. No, no, I want, I want to hear them. Tell me! Tell me!

DR. ROUSE: Well, there's, there's the story about the time we wanted a CT scanner.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: And CT scanners are very expensive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
DR. ROUSE: So, I was ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: And back then, they were even more so ...
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... because there weren't that many of them being made.

DR. ROUSE: Oh, no. It was, it was, you know, you just weren't used to paying a couple of million dollars for a piece of equipment. A hospital certainly wasn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: So, we put our proposal together in terms of the budget, presented it to the administration. Ralph Lillard said to me, "Well, you'll be at Medical ..." -- I was chief of radiology -- said, "You'll be at Medical Board this week." He said, I believe, it was Tom Young who'd be there, said, "What you need to explain to him is what a CT is". Well, unbeknownst to me, he had been involved in the development of the CT. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: So, he knew everything. So he says, "Why don't you tell me what that's for." I sat there, naive, young man, and explained to him what computerized tomography was. And he sat there and listened. And I didn't find out about that 'til, oh, a month or two later.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is ... ? Now, who was, who was that?

DR. ROUSE: I believe his name -- he, he's no longer here, he's been gone, been gone a long time. If my memory serves me correctly, his name was Tom Young. He had a, I believe that's right. I hope I'm not using somebody's ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That’s ok.
DR. ROUSE: ... who wasn't inside it. But he was, they had a place here, in Oak Ridge, that developed, right, going ... Was it ORTEC [Oak Ridge Technical Enterprise Corporation]?

MR. MCDANIEL: Was he a doctor?
DR. ROUSE: ORTEC? 

MR. MCDANIEL: Was he a doctor?
DR. ROUSE: No, he was a PhD.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. ORTEC, you had ORTEC.

DR. ROUSE: ORTEC, yeah, he was head of that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah! (laughs)

DR. ROUSE: But there's a lot of. You never knew who you were talking to, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, sure.

DR. ROUSE: Whether it's somebody that knows a lot more about what you're talking about than you do, so that was always a little intimidating. But sometimes, you found out that the people involved in radiation, here in Oak Ridge, were thinking in terms, early on at least, of the destructive qualities. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: You know, when you build a bomb, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... that's a pretty destructive deal.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: And we were using radiation for entirely different things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: Nuclear Medicine was one of the things we were doing, and technetium-99m, with a relatively short half-life, was the isotope we used a lot of the time. One doctor, whose name I don't even remember, PhD from the lab, called me up and said, “I've brought my wife home and put her in the counter and she's still radioactive.” I said, “And she will be for about the next 24 hours.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: But it's harmless.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
DR. ROUSE: It's a different form.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
DR. ROUSE: So, yeah, we ran into those things, but overall, it was great, great experience.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was the, was the ORINS [Oak Ridge Institute for Nuclear Studies] around when you came? The Oak Ridge Institute for Nuclear Studies, were they doing their work at that time?

DR. ROUSE: You mean, for malignancies, and treatment like ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, yes ...
DR. ROUSE: No, those things had, sort of, been phased out.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: The building was still there, and all.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
DR. ROUSE: But, no, that had, sort of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That, that they'd kind of shut that down.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I interviewed, I've interviewed a number of people who ... who worked there, you know, worked in, worked in that.

DR. ROUSE: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: As a matter of fact, there was one, one woman, who was a physician, who I interviewed, and I can't remember her name, but you may. Capodic? Pacodic?

DR. ROUSE: Vodopick.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, Vodopick.
DR. ROUSE: Helen Vodopick.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, she, she worked there, and ...

DR. ROUSE: Helen worked there, her husband, Dr. Goswitz, he worked there.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's right, exactly.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, Frank, and Helen, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

DR. ROUSE: Dr. Vodopick, Dr. Goswitz's been gone for a while, but Dr. Vodopick retired just recently.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, just recently.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Just recently. They, I noticed that their building was for sale, you know.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Funny story she told me, she said when, she was talking about when she was in the hospital, and she was seeing people. She said that she had this one woman, she was seeing this patient in a room, had this one woman who said, "You know this must be, I know it's a Methodist hospital, but it must be, you doctors must be very religious here." And she said, "Well, what makes you say that?"  She says, "Well, after, every afternoon, somebody comes on the loudspeaker system and says, 'Dr. Spray, doctors pray'" (laughter)

DR. ROUSE: I've heard that story.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure, but ...

DR. ROUSE: That's, we, we, when we were in training, we used to do things like that. We'd call the hospital operator, and have them page Dr. Al Bumin, or Dr. Billy Ruben, or something like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, sure, yeah. Well, doctor, doctor, I'm sure Dr. Spray was in the hospital some place.
DR. ROUSE: Oh, I'm sure he was.

MR. MCDANIEL: (laughs) She just misheard that, I supposed.

DR. ROUSE: Oh, yeah, Dr. Paul Spray was right here. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: He sure was when we came.

MR. MCDANIEL: The ... So, you had, you had, you have three children.

DR. ROUSE: I do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Two boys, and a girl.

DR. ROUSE: Two boys, and a girl.

MR. MCDANIEL: They, I guess, they were ... How old were they when you all moved to Oak Ridge?

DR. ROUSE: Well, they, Ellen was just - and she was in high school, and she graduated from Oak Ridge. Mitch and Scott, were in grammar school ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: ... and they went to, well, junior high.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: They were at Jefferson.

MR. MCDANIEL: Jefferson.
DR. ROUSE: For a while, we were committed Jefferson Junior Eagles.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure you were.

DR. ROUSE: Scott, and Mitch, both went out for football when they got here. Scott convinced Mitch that'd it'd be a good way to get to know guys, and get to know people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: So they did, and Mitch was really into it, and very good at it, as you may, or may not know, did very well. Scott was really not interested in it, it was more a social gathering.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

DR. ROUSE: So, he gave it up after one year. We were talking about it with one of my grandsons, who's a football player at Webb, and Scott said, "Well, you know why I quit?" and he said, "No why?" He said, "Well, the coach," he said, "what he said to me." He said, "Well, what'd he say to you?" He said, "I was sitting there on the bench visiting, minding my own business, and he said, 'Rouse, get in there.'" (laughter) He said, "That wasn't what I signed up for."

MR. MCDANIEL: That wasn't ... He didn't sign up to do any work.
DR. ROUSE: "It's rough in there." Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, is Scott older than Mitch?
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: Scott's about a year, or two older than Mitch.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: Couple of years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, yeah.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, Scott's in Nashville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is he in Nashville?

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, Scott was, graduated from Oak Ridge High School, went to Transylvania for a little while, in Lexington University, then went on to Berkley College of Music, and became a record producer and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
DR. ROUSE: ... did very ... Yeah, did very well at that. He did the, played guitar on the first New Kids On the Block album.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: He did that in New York. He called me one day, and he said, "You know, I don't want to live in New York." I said, "Well, why don't you come down here? You could go to Nashville." He said, "Well, they don't do my kind of music." I said, "They will when you get there." 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: So he came down, and got a contract pretty quickly. Then, he called me, and he said, "Warner Brothers called me today, and they've got some comedian they want me to do a record on, and put some music to it." He said, I said, "Well, how long would it take you?" He said, "Well, I could do it this weekend." I said, "Are you doing anything else?" He said, "No." I said, "Are you making all the money you want?" He said, "No, I'm barely getting by." 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: I said, "I believe I'd do it." It turned out to be Jeff Foxworthy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: They had the biggest selling comedy album, I guess, of all time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah.

DR. ROUSE: Sold millions of records. So, he did all Jeff Foxworthy's stuff for a good long while.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Really?
DR. ROUSE: He produced an awful lot of people down there. Yeah, he worked with the Beach Boys, and Travis Tritt ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... and Doc Watson, and Del McCoury ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well.
DR. ROUSE: …and Ruth, just ...

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.
DR. ROUSE: ... lots and lots of people. Then, he called me one day, and said, "You know, I can't make a living being a producer anymore. You're going to have to get out on the road, and sell t-shirts and albums, because we're going to be giving away the music free.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: You know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, yeah.

DR. ROUSE: So, he went into, he was, sort of, interested in body language, and now, he's become an expert in that. Written several books, and travels all over the world speaking ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
DR. ROUSE: ... to, yeah, he speaks to lawyers’ groups, you know. They're interested in body language, obviously in the courtroom, and helping interview potential jurors, things of that nature. Companies who are interested in communicating with their employees, or CEOs [Chief Executive Officers] who don't seem to understand why nobody likes them ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
DR. ROUSE: ... and things like that. So, so he's doing ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how did he, how did he, how did he get interested in that?
DR. ROUSE: He said he'd always had it as a side interest. He had an idea for some internet business, and he went down to the entrepreneur center, there in Oak Ridge, to talk to them about raising funds to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You mean Nashville.
DR. ROUSE: In Nashville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

DR. ROUSE: I'm sorry. See, I'm an old curmudgeon now.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's Ok, that's all right.
DR. ROUSE: So, they kept him on as the entrepreneur-in-residence, and funded him ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, is that right?
DR. ROUSE: ... for a lot of money

MR. MCDANIEL: He must be a good salesman.

DR. ROUSE: So, he got a, yeah, added a little bit, I mean, yeah, he's, he's ... He's really a very intelligent kid. He always was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, so, so that's Scott.

DR. ROUSE: That's Scott.

MR. MCDANIEL: And now, Mitch.

DR. ROUSE: Mitch is ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Mitch is, Mitch is kind of ... Mitch is on my list of people to interview.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You weren't, but I added you because I thought it'd be interesting, but Mitch is kind of well-known in, in the entertainment circles.

DR. ROUSE: Well, yeah, Mitch is an actor. He's in Los Angeles.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
DR. ROUSE: Has been for a good long while. He, after he finished school here, he told me he wanted to be an actor. And I said, "Well, you know, they've got a great drama department over at UT." And he said, "That's not the kind of acting I'm talking about."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.
DR. ROUSE: He'd never been in a play.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
DR. ROUSE: He'd never done ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, tell me, before we get to that, you said he was quite the football player.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, Mitch was All State here, undefeated team. He played, I guess three years. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did he?
DR. ROUSE: Sophomore year on, yeah. He had scholarships several places, but he didn't want to play football in college.

MR. MCDANIEL: He, who was his coach, then?
DR. ROUSE: Coach ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, in Oak Ridge.

DR. ROUSE: ... at that time, well the coaches changed.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: Bruce Lussier came along, but he came, he was here for, and played a year for Emory Hale, the famous Emory Hale ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... that everybody, I'm sure, knows who that is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
DR. ROUSE: Then, Bruce Lussier took over ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: ... after that. Then, no, I'm sorry, Bill Young, first. Bill Young came after Emory Hale and then Bruce Lussier. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, yeah, that was good.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, he had three good coaches.

DR. ROUSE: Bruce was assistant coach.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so he, he graduated and we won't spend a lot of time on this, but he graduated and, and you recommended UT and he said, No, I don't think so.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah. I said, "Well, what school did you have in mind?"

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.

DR. ROUSE: I insisted he go to UT the first year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: He, he said, "I'd like to go to Atlanta Theater School." I said, Ok. So he did, and went to Atlanta, worked part time. Formed an improv group there, won the national improv, whatever it was. Called me another day, and said, "I think it's time for me to go to Second City in Chicago." So, "Will you go with me?" I said, "Sure," So we went, flew up there. They had about 200 people lined up to audition.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

DR. ROUSE: They were going to take 15 in the school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: I was nervous, you know, I'm standing there. He was pretty calm. He said, "Why don't you go to the bookstore, right down the street, and when I get through, I'll come down there". So I went, and he came down in a little while, and I said, "Well how did it go?" He said, "Well, I think they'll take me." I said, "Why? Why do you think that?" He said, "They were laughing." So, we decided to stay, and go to the show that night ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... at Second City.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: We're in line, getting tickets, and some man walked by, and tapped Mitch on the shoulder and said "Young man, you're funny." I said, "Who is that?" He said, "It's one of the judges.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
DR. ROUSE: Two weeks later, he went to Chicago, and was at Second City for a good long while.

MR. MCDANIEL: He was, wasn't he?
DR. ROUSE: Uh-huh ...

MR. MCDANIEL: He worked with some well-known ...
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, gosh, yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... comics at that time. Kids that were there, at the time, well, Stephen Colbert.

MR. MCDANIEL: Stephen Colbert.

DR. ROUSE: He worked with Stephen Colbert for, while he was at Second City, and then, they did a show on Comedy Central ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... for a couple of years called, 'Exit 57.'

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: So, so we know Steve, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: He worked with, oh, blocking on some of them ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I can't remember them.

DR. ROUSE: Steve Carell.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, Steve Carell.

DR. ROUSE: Steve was at ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... Second City at the time. Who's the little guy from Canada that did the, oh, the spy movies, you know, the ... I can't think of his name. There was so many of them, 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure ...

DR. ROUSE: ... I forget some names.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... there was a, there was a bunch of well-known people, that are well-known ...

DR. ROUSE: Very well-known.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... well-known, now.

DR. ROUSE: Oh, very well-known.

MR. MCDANIEL: That, that ...

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: That ...
DR. ROUSE: They were there when ...

MR. MCDANIEL: When he was there.

DR. ROUSE: That Mitch worked with.

MR. MCDANIEL: Then, he moved to Los Angeles?

DR. ROUSE: Well, actually went to New York, and did an off-Broadway play called, 'Stitches,' which turned out to be a rip-roaring success for them, and after that he went to Los Angeles.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right, right. I remember, I remember Mitch, probably spent too much time on Mitch, but that's ok. I remember Mitch, knowing who Mitch was when he was on the, the sitcom.

DR. ROUSE: 'Exit 57.'

MR. MCDANIEL: No, no, the NB ... The one with Belushi.

DR. ROUSE: Oh, yeah, I don't know. What was ... ?

MR. MCDANIEL: What was the name of that? But he was on it for several years.

DR. ROUSE: 'According to Jim.'

MR. MCDANIEL: 'According to Jim.'

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: He played the, he played the sister's, Kimberly Williams', husband, boyfriend, or husband.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, that was a funny story. Mitch, in the 'According to Jim,' was married to Kimberly Williams ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... who was married to Brad Paisley, in real life.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's exactly right.

DR. ROUSE: A country entertainer. So, Scott was doing some work for a company in Oak Ridge that deals with entertainers. It's an internet company. Brad Paisley came in one day, and the guy that was with him said, "Brad, come in here. I want you to meet Scott Rouse." So he goes in. Scott got up, said, "Hi, Brad. My brother's married to your wife."

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that ... (laughter) Oh, how funny, how funny.

DR. ROUSE: So, he said, "You must be Scott."

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, your, your daughter, where is she?
DR. ROUSE: Ellen is not in the entertainment business.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
DR. ROUSE: She's a housewife in Knoxville. Has two sons, happily married.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well good.
DR. ROUSE: And perfectly normal.

MR. MCDANIEL: The, the ... So, you stayed, you stayed in Oak Ridge. You never left, you raised your kids here and they've gone on to do other things.
DR. ROUSE: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: You know, they all seem smart and successful. I mean, you know, is that, is that just, is that good genes or do you think some of that is because of the Oak Ridge school system.

DR. ROUSE: Some days, one, some days, the other.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. (laughter) I understand.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah. No, my boys were not outstanding students…
MR. MCDANIEL: Well, yeah.
DR. ROUSE: … at all. They were not on the Dean's list.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
DR. ROUSE: They made a few lists.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, I'm sure.
DR. ROUSE: Not the Dean's list. No, they're plenty smart. Smart enough to get by.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right. And sometimes, I've got, I've got two sons, and one of them is about to graduate high school.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.
MR. MCDANIEL: Don't worry about him, he's going to do fine. The other one's a freshman in high school, and all I'm worried about is him becoming a sophomore, at this point.

DR. ROUSE: Well, there you go.

MR. MCDANIEL: But, he's Mr. Social.

DR. ROUSE: A day at a time, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: A day at a time.
DR. ROUSE: Well, we never had any problem with that ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet.
DR. ROUSE: ... ours were very socially oriented.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet, I bet. So ... Did they ever get into any trouble that you can talk about?

DR. ROUSE: We never, no, they never did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
DR. ROUSE: They never did. We were very fortunate that, no, we never, never had any significant problems with our kids.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, they didn't, they didn't embarrass you ...

DR. ROUSE: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... as a physician in town ...

DR. ROUSE: Well, there were times, there were times of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... an upstanding, respected physician.

DR. ROUSE: Well, Scott wrote a column for the Oak Ridger, when he was in high school, 'The Middle.' And Scott is one of those people, and you've known at least one or two, if it goes in here, it comes out here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly.

DR. ROUSE: People would stop me on the street and say, “I can't wait to get the Thursday paper ...”
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
DR. ROUSE: “...to read Scott.” He would just say whatever was on his mind, you know. So we saved all of those.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you really?

DR. ROUSE: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my, my goodness, my goodness.

DR. ROUSE: So, that was, that was fun. He's still a very good writer. He still writes books on body language, and things like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well goodness gracious. What ... Now, when did you retire? Now, or, before you do that, tell me about starting the Breast Center. When did you do that? What caused that?

DR. ROUSE: Well, we started doing mammography, probably, oh, in the late '70s, but we're still doing, it was very early on. We were doing Xerox mammography ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: ... at that time. That was before it went to plain films. But, as the need began to grow, it was, it was not a recognized subspecialty at that time. It was just something you did, in addition to other X-rays.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: So, we would do, maybe, two a day or something like that. Was no where near enough to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... stay, keep your hand in. So, as the mammograms became more and more, and more and more time consuming, we had to. We just, we just couldn't do it. So we started a Breast Center in the doctor's building next to the hospital, and we outgrew that. Moved to another place in the doctor’s, and outgrew that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: So then, when, when we knew we had to do that, Dr. Hilton, and I, left the group and, and then Cheyenne was built.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: It's where the Breast Center is now. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: So, we got the opportunity, at the time, to design the radiology department on the first floor, as well as the Breast Center, on the top floor. We didn't, we had nothing to do with the surgery part in the middle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.

DR. ROUSE: But, we did design the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And that's Cheyenne, that's at Cheyenne.

DR. ROUSE: That's Cheyenne, yeah. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
DR. ROUSE: We designed, we met with the architects and designed the X-ray department in Cheyenne, and the Breast Center there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: And then, took that over. And that was in '95, I believe.

MR. MCDANIEL: Hmm ...
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you, and you, you operated that for ... ?

DR. ROUSE: Until about '90 ... I mean, about 2006 ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: ... or so, I think. Yeah, I think that's when I retired. It's hard for me to remember when I retired, because Dr. Hilton was there by himself, and I would fill in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
DR. ROUSE: I continued to work, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ...if he went on vacation or something ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: ... but, I was officially retired.

MR. MCDANIEL: Officially retired.

DR. ROUSE: But, but, but not. So, I was sort of phased out.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...

DR. ROUSE: I didn't have a sharp cut-off date.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, is there still a Breast Center there?
DR. ROUSE: Oh, gosh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, yeah, yeah ... Very active Breast Center. Recently, the thing we were always priding ourselves on, we got a perfect inspection from the inspectors every year, and we were the busiest breast center in the Covenant system.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, we really were, for a good long ... I don't know if it's still that way, or not, but we were, for the whole time we were there, and it's, it's a great place.

MR. MCDANIEL: The whole medical, I mean, in your tenure in Oak Ridge, the whole medical community just seemed to grow and, 'specially the last 20 years, has just expanded ...

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, it has.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... immensely. Why do you think that is? Do you think it's because of the ... ? Well, you tell me why you think.

DR. ROUSE: Well, I think, I think the reason is, is because of digital capabilities, and things like that, you know. Ultrasound has gotten very busy, an accepted modality. Mammography's an accepted modality. Special procedures, that we used to do as part of our daily chores, have now become subspecialties. One fellow does the interventional stuff, if you go to biopsy a kidney with a needle, he's the guy to do it. But we were doing those things, in addition to our daily work load, and it, it just got to be too much for, for one person ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: ... to know all that, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
DR. ROUSE: You can't be an expert in everything. And so, we, we had to, sort of, start sub-specializing, and then, get more training while we were, while we were on the job, as it were.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

DR. ROUSE: So, I think that's the main reason. CT came along, and that's another whole subspecialty now. Then, MRI [Magnetic Resonance Imaging] came along, and that's another whole spec ... So, we were going back for fellowships, and many residencies in various places to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: To ...
DR. ROUSE: ... to keep our training ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... up. And it was that way for everybody ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... because the machines were new. (coughs) 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: And we hadn't been doing that before.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, and also, I mean, you know, other off ... doctor's, big doctor's buildings started popping up ...
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and you'd have, you know, a lot of ... So, and now, Oak Ridge is, is, kind of, a regional medical destination for a lot of people, isn't it?
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, as I say, there were 37 doctors when I came, and, I believe, well, and I know, there's, I think, well over 200 now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
DR. ROUSE: And a multi-specialty hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: Mac McMahon, and I were talking about it the other day. I had seen him, and he was, he said, you know, "I'm one of the older guys on the staff now."

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: And so, it gets by quickly, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: ... it really, it really has changed a lot. I think, as the population expands, and people's level of expectancy, you know, you, if you're going to operate, you have to commit. I mean, if you're going to have a hospital ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... and call it a hospital, you got to commit to providing the services for people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Because there's, it's almost, it's almost like churches in East Tennessee. There's a hospital, just about, on every corner. (laughs) There's, there's a lot of them, I mean, you know.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: But, so, I guess, I guess you not only have to -- you have to compete to a certain degree, I would imagine.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, sure.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ...
DR. ROUSE: Sure did. 

MR. MCDANIEL: So, anyway ...
DR. ROUSE: But when, when I was Chief of Staff, in '94 and '95, I think, I think, there were getting close to 200, about that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. You were Chief of Staff of the hospital?

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, for, from '94 and '95, I was Chief of Staff of the hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that something you just, it was your turn? Or ...
DR. ROUSE: No ... Actually, it's, it's a pretty prestigious thing, you know, when you're, people you work with ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: ... they vote for it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Is that how it happens?
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, so that's how it happens.

MR. MCDANIEL: I didn't, I didn't know.
DR. ROUSE: They voted for it, so, I always, I took that as a good sign. I found out it was a thankless job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, of course.

DR. ROUSE: But, yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course.
DR. ROUSE: I always said, I lost what few good friends I had, during those two years, and I've spent the rest of the years trying to win them back. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Are there ... ?
DR. ROUSE: It's a tough job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Are there a number of doctors, like yourself, who are still in the area but retired that, you know, you see, or ... ?

DR. ROUSE: Well, you know, yeah, of course, I see them. I see them like I see you, Keith ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... mostly at the grocery store.

MR. MCDANIEL: At the grocery store, sure.

DR. ROUSE: And we still know people that are in practice, and they're good friends, and so, yeah, we still, still do that, see them around.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, there's, there's ... So, you're not, you're not planning on leaving? Not planning on leaving Oak Ridge?

DR. ROUSE: I'm not planning on leaving, no. I can't find any place I like as well. (laughter) You know, we go to New York, from time ... We did when Mitch was doing shows there on ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... Comedy Central and all, and we stayed in a little hotel in Gramercy Park, and it was just a beautiful area, and I was good for about a week.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, but ... And I could do that for a week.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
DR. ROUSE: And then, when Mitch, (coughs) excuse me, married Andrea, his wife. She was from New York, in Greenwich Village, and so it, and we found out that Oak Ridge is just a bunch of little towns.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: If you get in the right place.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: Greenwich Village is just a small community ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
DR. ROUSE: ... you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: There's a lot going on around it. So it's not, there wasn't that much, that much different in a lot of ways ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
DR. ROUSE: ... than Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: But, thing about Oak Ridge, no matter what you're interested in, if you're interested in music, if you're interested in theater. Any hobby you have, plants, reading -- somebody here has, probably, already formed a club ... (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: That's exactly, that's exactly right.
DR. ROUSE: ... and it's just, it's just a super place to ... Now, my kids still feel that way about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do they?
DR. ROUSE: They've lived away, but they say, you know, nothing I ... In fact, Scott told me, nothing he'd like better than to come back to Oak Ridge, and move across the street from us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: And he said, that would be “my dream.” He said, “If I ever make enough money, I'm going to do it.” Yeah, no, they love Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
DR. ROUSE: They sure do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, my goodness. Well, one more thing before we, before we wrap this up is, you're getting ready to take off in a couple of days to North Carolina, and you have a good reason for doing that. Tomorrow, I guess.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, I'm going to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me, tell me about that.

DR. ROUSE: Well, over the years, for a long ... Several years ago ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... I got to be really close friends with Doc Watson, who was, course, you know who Doc Watson was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

DR. ROUSE: ... a lot of kids might not. He's a, he was a blind guitar player from North Carolina, and considered, by many people, to be greatest acoustic guitar player that ever lived.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: And very well known, all, all over the country. In fact, we went to the White House, and all sorts of places together, but, I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: How did you, how did you get to know him?

DR. ROUSE: Well, I had designed a guitar for the Gallagher Guitar Company, back in the'70s. And his, he played Gallagher guitars, and so, J.W. Gallagher, and I, had become friends. The fellow who owned the guitar factory, or shop, it was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, hold on a second, you designed a guitar for them?

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, that was your hob ... Was that your hobby?

DR. ROUSE: Music and guitars have always been my hobby.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, I love music, and guitars, and the people who play ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And the people ... (laughs)

DR. ROUSE: ... and I just always have, but yeah, since I was just a kid, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, so you designed this guitar from the Gallagher guitar company.

DR. ROUSE: Yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: Which became their best seller, I must say.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: At least, that's what they told me.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what they told you.

DR. ROUSE: But Doc played Gallagher guitars, and Mr. Gallagher -- J.W. -- called me and said, "Doc's going to be in Nashville at the Exit Inn. Would you like to come down for the show? He's got seats for us." I Said, "Yes, I would." and I went. He introduced me and Doc and I, started talking backstage after the show.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: And Doc said, "Well, sit down here, let's just sit down here, and talk." So, we did. We talked about guitars, and people, and music.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: We just, sort of, hit it off.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: Then every time he'd come to this area, he'd call, and we'd go see him, and then, every time he'd come to this area, he'd come to our house, and eat breakfast.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, there you go.

DR. ROUSE: And so, we got to be very close friends. So, he was at the Laurel Theater, in about '88, and I was there, and he, we were talking, and he said -- his son, Merle, played with him for a number of years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: And Merle got killed on a tractor accident, on his farm in North Carolina. So, Doc said, "Jim, we going to do a concert for Merle, over in Wilkesboro, North Carolina, at a little college."

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
DR. ROUSE: Said, "We're going to raise some money for a garden for blind people." And he said ... I don't know if he asked me to help him, or I said, "Well, if there's anything I can do to help you, be glad to."

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: "I don't know anything about concerts ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... but I'll be glad to help you." So, we thought we'd sell twelve hundred tickets because that's all the auditorium would hold.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: Well, we sold twelve hundred the first two days, and so, we added a couple of flatbed stages, in a little hollow behind the main auditorium there, and sold another sixty-five hundred tickets.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
DR. ROUSE: But, everybody in Nashville donated their time the first two years we did this. Chet Atkins was there. Earl Scruggs was there. Emmylou Harris was there. I mean, anybody ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What year was that?

DR. ROUSE: That would've been about '8- ... I think  ...

MR. MCDANIEL: '89? 

DR. ROUSE: ... it was '88. 

MR. MCDANIEL: '88.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, we're coming, we're coming up on, I believe, our 28th year, 28th or 29th year. I've lost track.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, so it would be about '88, then.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, about '88. So, we did. And, and the first one was successful, you know. I raised money for it, and got some people to donate guitars, and things we could raffle off.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, sure, sure.
DR. ROUSE: Then, they called me the next year, early into the year, and said, "We've decided to do it again." And, we've done it every year since.

MR. MCDANIEL: Every year for 28 ...

DR. ROUSE: First year, we had about sixty-five hundred. Last year, about eight-three thousand.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? And, where do you have it?
DR. ROUSE: In Wilkesboro, North Carolina. 

MR. MCDANIEL: In Wilkesboro.
DR. ROUSE: We've got a, on the campus of Wilkes Community College, but we've built stages, we've got, we operate 13 stages now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: And we have sponsorship in national companies.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: You know, just, big time ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: ... companies, now sponsor it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
DR. ROUSE: It's non-profit, and we've raised an enormous amount of money for the community, and that school. Just a few years ago, we built a six and a half million dollar audio video library, a laboratory for ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
DR. ROUSE: So, it's been, it's been very, very successful, and we've had everybody there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... they come, they want to come.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. What's it called?

DR. ROUSE: MerleFest.

MR. MCDANIEL: MerleFest. Ok.
DR. ROUSE: Yeah, the one quick story about MerleFest, and, and ... except that, and the reason that I got involved in it's because of Doc ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

DR. ROUSE: ... and we were just close friends for ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... 30 years or so, a little over 30 years, and I miss him every day. Great guy ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And he passed away, what ... 

DR. ROUSE: ... great guy.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... just a few year ago, wasn't it?

DR. ROUSE: Couple of years ago, now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Couple of years ago, that's right.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah, yeah, and super guy, great, you just couldn't, I mean, terrific, can't say enough about him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: In addition to being, probably, the greatest ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Greatest.

DR. ROUSE: ... flat top guitar player that ever lived.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly.

DR. ROUSE: He was just a super guy. But, a few years ago, Dolly Parton called, and she wanted to come to the festival. She wanted to be there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: So, they called me and I said, "We can't afford Dolly."

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: And he said, "Yes, we can. She will come for nothing."

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: I said, "Are you kidding?" He said, "She wants to be here." I said, "We can afford that."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

DR. ROUSE: For nothing, we can afford it. Well, we donated a good bit of money. She didn't ask for it ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... to her reading for ... ?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, Imagination Library.

DR. ROUSE: Imagination Library. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Imagination ... Right.
DR. ROUSE: I know, we gave her several thousand dollars for that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, yeah.

DR. ROUSE: And she came. She came, and stayed all four days.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: She came on Thursday, and stayed through the whole weekend.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
DR. ROUSE: She just, she got around. She didn't have her usual make-up on, and she fit right into the crowd.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

DR. ROUSE: So, there was a little Tastee Freeze there that she ate lunch at every day, ate hamburgers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
DR. ROUSE: So, the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The people really didn't recognize her.

DR. ROUSE: Didn't recognize her.

MR. MCDANIEL: It just kind of ...
DR. ROUSE: The fellow who owned it collected pictures of entertainers, and he had them all over his walls.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.

DR. ROUSE: So, last day she was there, she'd, she'd gotten to know him ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... on a first name basis -- I can't remember what his name was -- she said, "Well, Bob, today'll be my last day here. I'm leaving tomorrow." He said, "Yep." She said, "Notice you got a lot of pictures up here." He said, "Yeah, yeah, I do collect them." She said, "Would you like to have mine?" Well, he didn't know what to say. He said, "Well, yeah, I would." So, she reaches down in her purse and gets a cam -- picture of Dolly Parton. She signs it, “With love, To, so-and-so, Dolly Parton.” (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my goodness.

DR. ROUSE: I don't believe he's the same since.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'd say, I'd say not.

DR. ROUSE: He was really taken aback. But she, yeah, she was great. The thing about Dolly that was so spectacular is it, no matter where she was, she talked to everybody.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
DR. ROUSE: If there was somebody over here cleaning out a trash can, or sweeping up, she made a beeline for them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
DR. ROUSE: She'd say, "I see you over here, big boy. What're you doing?"

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: "Trying to hide over here." Yes, she talked, she was, she was just a force to be reckoned with.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.
DR. ROUSE: Terrific, terrific person.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you, so, you're going to keep on doing that as long as you can?

DR. ROUSE: Keith, I take it like everything else ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... year to year ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... and day to day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, I understand. 

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: What kind of role do you have in it? I mean ...

DR. ROUSE: I don't have an official title.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: I guess, what I would, well, we, we don't have any official titles.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

DR. ROUSE: We now have a board.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, that's what I was about to say.

DR. ROUSE: Which I have declined ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... membership on ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... because of the time constraints.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

DR. ROUSE: And so, I'm still available and we talk often during the year ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... and we visit there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... pretty often during the year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... as things come up. But, it's gotten far too big for me to be, to have people know that I'm involved in it, and say, "I'd like to get my son ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah ...

DR. ROUSE: ... on the stage at MerleFest," you know, I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, no, I understand.
DR. ROUSE: ... you just got to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I understand.
DR. ROUSE: It's, it's just gotten so big. But, but, my primary purpose, primary job there is liaison with the venders. People, you know, the guitar companies, the string companies.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah.
DR. ROUSE: All those people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, sure.
DR. ROUSE: Book companies. Because they come, and spend money to be there, you know, they, they rent those booths, and so, I interact with them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
DR. ROUSE: But before, it was just Doc and I. We went everywhere. I took him where he needed to be, we did what ... And then, at other times, that we weren't, that he wasn't on stage, we sat in a motel room and played guitar together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Played guitar.

DR. ROUSE: So, I, I probably had the best guitar teacher (laughter) America ever produced, to be no better a guitar player than I am. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you know, you never ... they say in Oak Ridge, you never  know who you're going to be sitting next to in a restaurant.
DR. ROUSE: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Or you never know, it might be a Nobel Prize winner, and you just wouldn't know.

DR. ROUSE: You wouldn't know it. No, you wouldn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Or, you might run into a guy at the, at the grocery store whose been a physician his whole career, and a musician, and a guitar designer, and Doc Watson's best friend, you know.

DR. ROUSE: Well, we were very, very close.

MR. MCDANIEL: You just never know, do you?

DR. ROUSE: Yeah. No, you never know, you never know where, where you're going to be. That's from Oak Ridge, an interesting place, it really is.

MR. MCDANIEL: It is an interesting place.

DR. ROUSE: Yeah. But I learned a lot from Doc, and not only about things, but about guitars. We got, one day, we're sitting there, and I got up to get the mail, and there's a big letter says, The White House, Washington. And I said to Marilyn, right around that time, I said, "Just throw that in the trash. I don't think I want to donate any ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... more money to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
DR. ROUSE: ... politics." She said, "Don't you think you ought to open it." I said, "Yeah, maybe so. Why don't you open it?" She opened it up, and it said, "The President, and Mrs. Clinton, request the honor of your presence for dinner at the White House."

MR. MCDANIEL: I would like that, right?
DR. ROUSE: "For the presentation for the Medal of Arts." I said, "Gosh." And so, I thought, the only person I know that could be getting the Medal of Arts, is Doc.

MR. MCDANIEL: Doc, right.
DR. ROUSE: So, I called him, and I said, "I just got an invitation to the White House." and he said, "And what did you think about that?" (laughter) I said, he said, "Will you go with me?" I Said, "Yes, sir, we'll go."

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go.
DR. ROUSE: So, we went and had a terrific time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow, wow! 

DR. ROUSE: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's neat.

DR. ROUSE: It was ... Had us up in a small hotel. Angela Lansbury was there Don Henley, Tito Fuentes. And, we just got to be old friends, riding the little shuttle back and forth ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
DR. ROUSE: ... to the White House. 

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.
DR. ROUSE: So, that was great. But that's all because of him ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.
DR. ROUSE: ... and our friendship, which was wonderful.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, Jim, thank you so much for taking time to talk to me today ...

DR. ROUSE: Well, Keith ...

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and tell me about your life. It's been interesting

DR. ROUSE: Well, I've certainly -- I always a joy seeing you. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: All right, well very good. Well, thank you so much.

DR. ROUSE: You're certainly welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
[End of Interview]
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