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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is December 10, 2014 and I am in Oak Ridge with Carolyn Proctor. Ms. Proctor, thank you for taking time to talk with us today.

MRS. PROCTOR: You're very welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: I don't know anything about you, I don't know anything about your story except that you grew up in Oak Ridge, so let's start at the beginning. Tell me ... tell me where you were born and something about your family.
MRS. PROCTOR: Ok. I was born in the old Oak Ridge Hospital on January 1, 1950. I wasn't the very first baby that day, I was the third, but I was the first girl.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. PROCTOR: Uh-huh. So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Not only a new year but a new decade.
MRS. PROCTOR: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: There you go.
MRS. PROCTOR: And I was born into a family with a brother, mom and dad. And at that time we lived on Arrowwood Road. I'm not sure if it's East or West, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: Lived up there on the East end.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, tell me, how did your parents get to Oak Ridge?

MRS. PROCTOR: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: When did they come?
MRS. PROCTOR: My dad was in the Army and my mom lived in Louisville, Kentucky, near Fort Knox where my dad was stationed. And they met when they were in a bar, actually. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: In Louisville. And I'm not sure exactly how the relationship evolved ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: But they got married. My dad is from, was from the Lenoir City, Tennessee, area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. PROCTOR: And so, I guess he knew that he could get a job in Oak Ridge after the war.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: So, right after the war they got married and my mom already had my brother from a previous marriage, and so they moved down here to Oak Ridge and then I was born about four years later.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. So, when your... when your dad came down, where did he go to work?

MRS. PROCTOR: He worked at K-25 first and then he got laid off from that when I was in the fifth grade. Then he worked at Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did he?
MRS. PROCTOR: That's where he retired from.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. What did he do?
MRS. PROCTOR: He was a record clerk.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. All right, very good. So you were born in January 1, 1950.
MRS. PROCTOR: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: That's easy to remember.
MRS. PROCTOR: Uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: January 1, 1950, and you stayed in Oak Ridge until ...?
MRS. PROCTOR: Until we went to Tennessee Tech to go to school.

MR. MCDANIEL: To go to college.

MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah, well ... I went off to college at ... Because I followed him to Tennessee Tech.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MRS. PROCTOR: Because we lived across the street from each other.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, well let's go back then. So you were in Oak Ridge from when you were born until you left to go to college.
MRS. PROCTOR: Right. Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: In the ‘50s in Oak Ridge. Tell me about that. Tell me, what was it like growing up in Oak Ridge in the ‘50s?

MRS. PROCTOR: Well, I hate to use a cliché, but it was idyllic, I would say. Except for the time of day when those big horns would sound.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And then I went in the house at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: I was scared of that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, I guess the '50s, you really, I mean, you know, you were a little kid in the ‘50s, but you were really a teenager in the early ‘60s, weren't you?
MRS. PROCTOR: Sixties, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, it was idyllic, huh?
MRS. PROCTOR: I think so. Yeah. We didn't lock our doors, you know, you could go out and play when you were two years old with the kids in the neighborhood and your mom didn't have to worry.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: You know, safe and a happy time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. The ... But you were born the year after they opened the gates, too, so it was a little bit different at that time, I guess.
MRS. PROCTOR: I guess I just heard stories, of course, of the times before, but ... Can't say anything about before the gates were opened.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ... Now, where did you go to school? Where'd you go to elementary school?
MRS. PROCTOR: Oh, I bounced around.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. PROCTOR: First I went to Linden in kindergarten.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. PROCTOR: And then they closed Linden.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And so then in second grade I went to Highland View.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: Then we moved and so then I went to Willow Brook.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. PROCTOR: Stayed there for three years and then I went back to Linden when they reopened it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ... Now, so where were you living? At Arrowwood?
MRS. PROCTOR: I was living in Arrowwood.

MR. MCDANIEL: I thought that was on the east end.
MRS. PROCTOR: It is east end.

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh.

MRS. PROCTOR: We moved from there when I was two.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see, I see. So where did you all move to from there?

MRS. PROCTOR: We moved to Wayne Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. PROCTOR: Which is off of Jefferson Avenue ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: ... not far from Outer Drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: So this end. Had you been in Arrowwood, you probably, I guess Glenwood, they had Glenwood at that time.

MRS. PROCTOR: Probably, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: But ... So, you went to Linden, you went to Linden on LaSalle and you also went to Linden ...
MRS. PROCTOR: No. It was still ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, it was still on LaSalle?
MRS. PROCTOR: Still.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. What did they do to Linden? Did they close it to renovate it, is that what happened? Do you remember?
MRS. PROCTOR: I don't exactly remember. It may have been they ... decided it was too run down or they needed to ... I'm not sure. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. That's ok. Do you remember any of your teachers from elementary school or principals or anything like that?
MRS. PROCTOR: I remember some teachers. Ms. Buckner was my kindergarten teacher and ... I don't remember my first grade teacher. Oh, yes I do. Ms. Gillespie. She went to our church and, of course, I idolized her.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, or course.
MRS. PROCTOR: Because she was my teacher. And Ms. Eggleston was second grade and she was a really good teacher. She seemed really, really old to us but I guess she wasn't because she seemed to have lived a long time after us. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: She was probably in her 30s.

MRS. PROCTOR: She probably was.

MR. MCDANIEL: She might have been pushing 40. (laughter) 

MRS. PROCTOR: And she had one of those old lady haircuts, you know. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MRS. PROCTOR: But she made us a play house inside our room. We had one of the bigger rooms in the school and it had the sink and all that, you know. It was really not supposed to be a classroom, I think. It was supposed to be a lab or something, I'm not sure. But it was big and she made us a play house there. It was a post office and a grocery store and things like that. And then she also arranged for us to take a trip on a train from Knoxville back to Oak Ridge one time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah, we drove to Chilhowee Park and had a picnic there and then we got to ride the train back from the L&N Station.

MR. MCDANIEL: L&N Station.

MRS. PROCTOR: Uh-huh. Still had the ticket booth and all that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. PROCTOR: And then just past Elza Gate, I guess, that little park.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: I don't know if it's still there or not.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: We got off there ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. PROCTOR: ... and went back to class.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was in from second grade.
MRS. PROCTOR: That was second grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was a time when kids actually went on field trips, you know. (laughter) So, well ...

MRS. PROCTOR: That was a memorable time.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet, I bet.

MRS. PROCTOR: Got to sit by my boyfriend.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? What was his name?
MRS. PROCTOR: Mike Henderson.

MR. MCDANIEL: Mike Henderson. Ok.
MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah. We were boyfriend and girlfriend for about three years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, in elementary school?
MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go, then. (laughter) There you go. So you ... So did you end up going to Robertsville?

MRS. PROCTOR: Yes, went to Robertsville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Went to Robertsville.
MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah, uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then on to high school.
MRS. PROCTOR: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. What year did you graduate high school.
MRS. PROCTOR: 1968.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sixty-eight, Ok. So what was it like in Oak Ridge in the early ‘60s? I mean you were getting to be a young adult, a young person, you know, old enough to kind of see the world the way it really is, so what was that like? Was it different from, you know, when you ... you're in the ‘50s in Oak Ridge? Did you see a change in Oak Ridge?

MRS. PROCTOR: I guess my world was pretty narrow and closed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. PROCTOR: The only thing I remember that was different a little bit was that we all seemed to be afraid of Russia and Khrushchev.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And we were afraid that, you know, they were going to come bomb us or something like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that and the Cuban missile crisis happened when you were in Oak Ridge.

MRS. PROCTOR: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember anything about that? Do you remember, you know, parents talking, people talking?
MRS. PROCTOR: Yes. I remember one incident when my mom was talking about it and she said, "I'm afraid we're about to go to war." or something like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. PROCTOR: And that was a little scary at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. You probably weren't aware of the fact that Oak Ridge was probably the number one target for those ...

MRS. PROCTOR: Probably wasn't. (laughter)  For those missiles.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. But ... But, so tell me about your high school days. I mean, what all did you get involved in? Tell me, where did you go? What did you do?

MRS. PROCTOR: Well, mostly went with him.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so y'all started ... When did you start dating?

MRS. PROCTOR: I was in the 10th grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, right.

MRS. PROCTOR: And, of course, high school started at 10th grade ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: ... back then, so ... And we went to movies. Mostly movies. We went cave exploring. Let's see, in school I was involved in Masquers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, were you?
MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah. And from the fifth grade on, I was really involved in Girl Scouts.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. PROCTOR: We had one of the very best troops in the whole country, I would say. Mrs. Meinschien, Mrs. Joyce Meinschien? I don't know if you've heard of her or not but she was our leader.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And she was just the ultimate leader for us. We went to Mexico, Chicago, just all over. We got involved with the Braille program, just anything you could imagine ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. PROCTOR: We did it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. That's a lot different from the way they do things now, I would imagine.

MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And also Oak Ridge, I guess, was because it ... the type of city that Oak Ridge was. It was fairly cosmopolitan, as far as the population goes. You were probably exposed to a lot more different types of things because of that. Don't you think?

MRS. PROCTOR: I think so, but we weren't ... We didn't think about that, really.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: So much. Now we do, of course.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. PROCTOR: But back then, you know, we weren't that I can think of, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly. Now, were there any clubs -- you mentioned the Masquers.

MRS. PROCTOR: Masquers, uh-huh ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember any of the shows that you were involved in? Anything of note?

MRS. PROCTOR: No, I wasn't real outgoing so I didn't get any of the, you know, big roles or anything, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: It didn't really click with me, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: To remember what they were.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And I was on chorus, too. And I remember I sang, 'Let It Snow!' one time.

MR. MCDANIEL: I interviewed a lady just the other day who, same thing. She was in the Masquers and chorus at Oak Ridge High School. But she said she was a little shy, wasn't very outgoing.

MRS. PROCTOR: Oh! (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: So anyway ... So, the ... I guess you all went to football games ...

MRS. PROCTOR: Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and all those activities.
MRS. PROCTOR: Yes, my parents started me out early. That's about the only activity my parents and I really did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. PROCTOR: Was going to the football games. We went to church, you know, and visited at friend's house, but to go out and do something, going to the Friday night football games was our thing to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. PROCTOR: Yes. We would have hamburgers and Cokes. (laughs) Only time we had Cokes, only time we had hamburgers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. PROCTOR: And before the football game. We'd go to the football game and we'd sit on the ground up on the hill, you know. Take our blankets and sit up there rather than in the bleachers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Rather than in the bleachers.
MRS. PROCTOR: That was, that was a fond memory.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: Doing that.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was your family, that was your family time, wasn't it?
MRS. PROCTOR: Right, mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh. Now, why did you not eat hamburgers and Cokes, normally? Just because?

MRS. PROCTOR: I don't know. I don't know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Because they were bad for you, probably.
MRS. PROCTOR: I guess so. I don't know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Your mother and father probably knew more than most people. (laughter) They could see the future.
MRS. PROCTOR: I think, probably, my dad was not the fondest of that kind of food.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Yeah, sure.
MRS. PROCTOR: so maybe, maybe that's it 'cause my mom pretty much cooked what he liked.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly, exactly ... Well, that leads me to restaurants and hang-outs and things such as that in Oak Ridge. I mean, do you remember any of those like when he took you out?

MRS. PROCTOR: Well, we went to McDonald's a lot.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. PROCTOR: And we got filet of fish sandwiches and, was it apple pies, I think, that was like our thing.
MR. MCDANIEL: Do you remember when they opened the McDonald's in Oak Ridge?

MRS. PROCTOR: Sort of.

MR. MCDANIEL: See, because I'm ... you're a little bit older than me but I can remember ... I can remember having my very first McDonald's hamburger in Oak Ridge. I grew up in Kingston and my parents would load the four of us in the car and we'd come to Oak Ridge if we were going to the big city, you know. And I can remember those things. I remember the mall, you know, the shopping center, anyway.
MRS. PROCTOR: We called it Downtown.

MR. MCDANIEL: Downtown.
MRS. PROCTOR: And Jackson Square was uptown to us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok. What else about growing up in Oak Ridge can you tell me about, can you remember?

MRS. PROCTOR: When I was really young, before my sister came along when I was five and a half, we used to have a treat night on Friday nights because that was when my dad got paid, on Fridays?

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And so my brother and I and my mom and dad, we would go down to Hoskins Drug Store and have some kind of ice cream treat.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MRS. PROCTOR: When we weren't going to the football games, that's what we would do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was there a Hoskins in Oak Ridge?
MRS. PROCTOR: Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where was it?
MRS. PROCTOR: Down at Jefferson Circle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it at Jefferson? Ok, all right. I didn't know that, I mean, maybe I knew that, but I had forgotten.

MRS. PROCTOR: Another thing, I liked to ride my bicycle a lot and our, my grandfather lived with us for a while and he and I would, well I would ride my bicycle and he would walk. We'd go down Robertsville Road to Louisiana and down to Bruner's Shopping Center and he would, he would usually buy me a treat down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. PROCTOR: And other times my good friend and I, especially on hot summer days, we would ride our bikes down to the Atomic Museum because that was the only place that we knew of that had air conditioning.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? (laughter)

MRS. PROCTOR: So we would spend a few hours in the museum, you know, to cool off.

MR. MCDANIEL: What a marketing ploy that was, somebody came up with. (laughter) Now, did you go to the swimming pool? Did y'all swim?
MRS. PROCTOR: Oh, yes, we did. Especially after I could drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: I would take a whole gang of kids and we'd go and stay at the swimming pool all day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MRS. PROCTOR: And, before that, my mom, when she wasn't working, she would be glad to give us a quarter -- it just cost a quarter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And we would go stay at the swimming pool and she'd come pick us back up, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. PROCTOR: That was a fond memory.

MR. MCDANIEL: I had a fellow tell me once, he said, especially in the summer, he said they'd go to the swimming pool every day and, he says, and when the whistle blew at five o'clock, or whatever time it was, he says, he knew it was time to go home.
MRS. PROCTOR: Oh. (laughs)

MR. MCDANIEL: To go to dinner, you know, that they, that was his signal, you know, so ... But ... So, you graduated in '68. What can you tell me about -- that was a ... That was a pretty turbulent time in our country, those few years there. What do you remember about that?
MRS. PROCTOR: To tell the truth, I did not pay much attention to that when I was in high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did that really ... I mean, did that ... Was Oak Ridge kind of separated from that somehow did it seem?
MRS. PROCTOR: I thought so, yeah. I think so.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, by the time you were in school, by the time you were in middle, junior high and high school, it was integrated, Oak Ridge schools were integrated.
MRS. PROCTOR: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: They were fully integrated by '63.
MRS. PROCTOR: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: And, I mean, do you remember any racial tensions or anything like that in Oak Ridge when you were growing up?
MRS. PROCTOR: No, I don't. We were ability grouped back then.

MR. MCDANIEL: You were what?
MRS. PROCTOR: Ability grouped in our classes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. PROCTOR: And so I was in one of the higher groups.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And this may be getting into stereotypes ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.

MRS. PROCTOR: ... or something ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Go right ahead. Say whatever you want.
MRS. PROCTOR: But most of the black people would have been in the average, you know, or lower.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: Not all of them, but, you know, but a lot of them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And so I didn't get to have much interaction with them. There were a couple that were in my Girl Scout troop.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. PROCTOR: But, I just didn't have much interaction with 'em. It's not that I didn't want to but I just didn't have much opportunity.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly. And, I mean, you know, it was the '60s and it was the South, so, you know, there was ... there was a socio-economic separation that existed, you know, that influenced a lot of things, you know, in life as well, so ... So, you graduated in '68, then you and you said you followed your husband to Tennessee Tech so did you ... Did you graduate from there? Did you get a degree?

MRS. PROCTOR: Yes. I graduated from Tech in '74, education degree.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: Actually, we came back to Oak Ridge after my freshman year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. PROCTOR: That's when we got married and he worked at ... Y-12 was it? Y-12 for a year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. PROCTOR: He was doing co-oping.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, right, right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And I couldn't find a job until the very end of the year, so I just did some babysitting during that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. 

MRS. PROCTOR: We lived up on Jefferson Avenue in one of the old duplexes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then y'all went back to Cookeville.
MRS. PROCTOR: Cookeville to finish up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Finish up, so ... And then, when you graduated from college where did you go?

MRS. PROCTOR: Then we came back to Knoxville and lived in the Fountain City area and he worked at TVA and I was a teacher for a couple of years at Inskip Elementary in Knoxville. And then we started having kids so I just quit and became a mommy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ... And the ... So, y'all stayed in Knoxville. You never moved back to Oak Ridge.

MRS. PROCTOR: No, we never did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. But I guess Oak Ridge was still kind of home for you to a certain degree, wasn't it?
MRS. PROCTOR: Oh, yeah. It always will be.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. The ... You know, as you look back on your growing up in Oak Ridge, compared to how it is now, what are some of your thoughts? Because, I mean, the reason I ask that, 'cause I've had, I had a lady who, similar to you, grew up in Oak Ridge, graduated Oak Ridge High School, then she moved away for 35 years and then nine years ago she moved back and she's just like, "I miss this," and "I miss that," and you know, so ... (laughter)

MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah. I miss the neighborhood aspect of it. 'Cause we knew all of our neighbors. My sister and I played with, you know, all the neighborhood kids and our mamas had coffee with the neighbors and they borrowed sugar and eggs back and forth.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And I really miss that. 

MR. MCDANIEL: It was ... It really was kind of that middle America, 1950s typical, what you think of, wasn't it?
MRS. PROCTOR: Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: A lot of places would like for you to think it was that way but it really was that way in Oak Ridge.
MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah, it really was.

MR. MCDANIEL: So. What else can you remember? What ... Did you ever get into trouble?

MRS. PROCTOR: Twice.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you ever get arrested?

MRS. PROCTOR: No! (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: You got into trouble twice.
MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah. In seventh grade, our, I think it was our history teacher, Mr. Napier. He told us that people that talk too much had to sign his paddle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. PROCTOR: And after the third time, they would get a paddling.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And so, I am not usually a talker.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: But I was in class with almost all of my friends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And so, you know, that'll make you talk more.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, that'll make you talk.

MRS. PROCTOR: So I, twice I had to sign his paddle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MRS. PROCTOR: So. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you didn't have to sign it that third time.

MRS. PROCTOR: No, I didn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh.
MRS. PROCTOR: That's the only time I got in trouble that I can remember.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ... 

MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly. Now, so did your dad, did he work at the plant? You said at Y-12 until he retired, is that correct?

MRS. PROCTOR: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, are your parents still living?
MRS. PROCTOR: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Did they ... Where did they live? I mean, did they stay in kind of the same house for a long time?

MRS. PROCTOR: Oh, yes. Yes. They moved from Arrowwood to Wayne to Robertsville Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MRS. PROCTOR: Well, started out at Robertsville before I was born then they moved to Arrowwood.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. PROCTOR: Then they moved away and then they moved to Robertsville back ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Back to ...
MRS. PROCTOR: Not the same house but the same area. And they stayed there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Where was it? Robertsville, where was it on Robertsville.
MRS. PROCTOR: Do you know where the old Playhouse canteen is? It's a church now. West Village Christian Church?

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah... sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. PROCTOR: Right across the street from there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Yeah, sure.
MRS. PROCTOR: We used to ride our bikes in the old, what we called the canteen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about that. I'd not heard about that. What was that?
MRS. PROCTOR: I think it was a storage building actually, when I was living there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: When I was young, for the Oak Ridge Playhouse. Before I think it had been, it was a canteen from the war era. I'm not sure exactly what canteen meant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: But it was always called the canteen until the Playhouse bought it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Until the Playhouse bought it, right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And then the church bought the building from the Playhouse.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, I remember a great Playhouse story, and that may have been the place where it was. They used it as a rehearsal hall area, but it used to be a meat market. There was a meat market in one of the places, that may have been it. But they said they scrubbed those tile floors and scrubbed 'em and scrubbed 'em and they were still slick. Didn't matter how many times they scrubbed the floor, from the meat market, it was still slick.

MRS. PROCTOR: Oh, yeah. Huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... (laughter) But Paul Ebert told me that story when I interviewed him years ago before he passed away. Did you ever get involved in like the Playhouse or any of those extracurricular things?
MRS. PROCTOR: No. Only in church when I got later, when I got ... When I grew up, I got an interest in that for some reason but not when I was younger, except for being in the Masquers for a little bit.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly, exactly. But, like you said, you were involved in Girl Scouts. Did you stay in Girl Scouts 'til you got out of school?
MRS. PROCTOR: I did. And when my daughter was old enough to be a Scout I became an Assistant Scout Leader for her troop.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? Oh, Ok, well very good. Very good. Anything else? Any other stories that you have about growing up in Oak Ridge?
MRS. PROCTOR: Oh, yeah, I was on the Oak Leaf staff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. PROCTOR: And I took English journalism when I was in the 10th grade and so I got to interview different people, got, you know, for stories. Of course, we were on the bottom rung of the staff because we were in the 10th grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And the 11th and 12th graders, they did the bulk of the reporting and all, but I remember I got a first page story one time, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, there you go. Did you have any teachers in high school that kind of really made an impact on you, that kind of pointed you in a direction for life or ...?
MRS. PROCTOR: I had one teacher in junior high school that everybody loved. And she, I think, convinced me that I could be a great student because she would give us an A plus if we got a 99 or above.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: So I always strove to get that 99.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And for her, I always did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. What was her name?
MRS. PROCTOR: Dorothy Thompson.

MR. MCDANIEL: And what did she teach?
MRS. PROCTOR: English and French.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah. And now she's heavily involved in the Daniel Arthur, what used to be Daniel Arthur Rehab Center.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: One of her daughters ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Dottie Thompson.
MRS. PROCTOR: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, Dottie Thompson. Yeah, I know Dottie.

MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, she ran the, she worked with the ... the Show Choir for a long time, too.

MRS. PROCTOR: Oh, did she?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah ...
MRS. PROCTOR:  Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, she's real involved with the Emory Valley Center because she's got an adult daughter ...

MRS. PROCTOR: That's what it was, Emory Valley.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... who's handicapped, challenged, so ... 

MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah. And there was another French teacher in high school and we were about to graduate, and she pulled me out in the hall and she said, "Now, Carolyn, you are a smart girl and I want you to use those smarts and, you know, believe that you can be somebody."

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. PROCTOR: Because I was, you know, shy and ..

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...

MRS. PROCTOR: Yeah. So, that really encouraged me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well that's good. Now did you, once your kids were raised, did you go back to teaching?
MRS. PROCTOR: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: No. (laughter) 

MRS. PROCTOR: Actually, I went back to school and I became an LPN.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Oh, ok.
MRS. PROCTOR: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right. Well good. Yeah, I don't think I could ... I don't think I could be a teacher. I don't think I would have the ... the stamina nor patience to be a school teacher.

MRS. PROCTOR: Yes, our son is the teacher in high school in Knoxville. Don't see how he does it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure. I understand. All right, well, anything else?

MRS. PROCTOR: Can you think of anything else?

MR. MCDANIEL: So tell me about ... So you said you and your husband lived across the street from each other.
MRS. PROCTOR: Like I said, I was about 15 and he moved in across the street because his dad became the minister of the church that had been the canteen.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. Ok.

MRS. PROCTOR: And so, for about a year, I guess it was, he and I didn't speak. His younger brothers and sisters played with me ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: ... and my sister, but we were too shy or something to, to speak. And we rode the same bus home even and I went down my side of the street when we got off and he went down his side of the street.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. PROCTOR: And then one time, we stepped off the bus, he stopped when I got off, because he always got up, off first, and he stopped me and said, "Well, Carolyn, I guess I'd better talk to you because my brothers and sisters keep hounding me to do it." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. PROCTOR: So, after that we were together, you know, almost all the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. And this was in 10th grade?
MRS. PROCTOR: Tenth grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Oh, my goodness. Started out young, didn't you?
MRS. PROCTOR: We did. We did, but we've been married 45 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go. There you go. Once we stop the tape I'll tell you the story of my parents.

MRS. PROCTOR: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: But, all right. Well, thank you so much for taking time to talk with me.

MRS. PROCTOR: You're welcome.

MR. MCDANIEL: I appreciate it. I really do.

MRS. PROCTOR: I'm not sure I told you very much about Oak Ridge life, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok, that's all right. That's ok. Very good, thanks.
[End of Interview]
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