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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel, and today is October 18, 2012, and I am at the home of Alice Pettus here in Oak Ridge.  Ms. Pettus, thank you for taking time to talk with us.  Let's start at the beginning.  Why don't you tell me where you were born and raised and something about your family?
MS. PETTUS: Well, I was born in Holden, West Virginia, but I don't know too much about it, because my mama came back to Tennessee after I was born, and I was raised in Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where in Tennessee?
MS. PETTUS: In Harriman; we lived in Harriman, and my grandmother lived down there.  And we lived in Harriman until my mother got married and went to Lafollette.  I was 12.

MR. MCDANIEL: How old were you?  Yeah, how old were you when you left Harriman?
MS. PETTUS: I was 12 years old when I left Harriman and went to Lafollette.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now about what year was that?  What year were you born?
MS. PETTUS: I was born in '26.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay, so this would've been '38, thereabout, something like that.
MS. PETTUS: Mm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  So you left Harriman when you were 12.  What was it like living in Harriman?
MS. PETTUS: Well, we lived in Knoxville for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MS. PETTUS: Yes.  My mother worked for Patricia Neal's family.  She worked for her family, and I went to school over a couple of years.  And then my mother, we used to - down in Oliver Springs they used to have a homecoming every spring, and all the cities around would go up there.  And my mom, we lived in Knoxville at that time, and my stepfather came to Harriman and he wanted to marry my mama when she was 16, and my grandmother brought her back home from Holden, you know, from where she was living.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: And so that she wouldn't get married.  She didn't want him to get married at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. PETTUS: And she sent her back to Harriman to my grandmother, my great-grandmother.  And so then we all - so we all was in Harriman.

MR. MCDANIEL: So she sent her to Harriman?
MS. PETTUS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see, to keep her from getting married.

MS. PETTUS: Yeah.  Right.  But then in later years, when we were - I guess I was - I can't remember how old I was, but we were living in Knoxville.  And my mama went to --

MR. MCDANIEL: The homecoming? 

MS. PETTUS: -- the homecoming in Oliver Springs, and she slipped off and they went and got married.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. PETTUS: And then that's when we moved to Lafollette.  

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.  I see.
MS. PETTUS: So that's how we got to Lafollette.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  So you were about 12?
MS. PETTUS: That was my stepfather.  Yeah.  Yes, I was 12, about 12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  So you lived in Lafollette and went to high schoo.l
MS. PETTUS: Finished high school, yeah.  Went to --

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was during the war, wasn't it?  I mean you were in high school during the war?
MS. PETTUS: Yes.  Yes.  Mm-hmm.  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: What do you remember about that?  Do you remember anything?  Do you remember hearing about Oak Ridge or anything?
MS. PETTUS: Well, my mom worked down here.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, she did?
MS. PETTUS: Yeah, she worked down here at the plant.  And then when I got old enough I worked at the plant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  But during the war, when it was all very secret, did she work here then?
MS. PETTUS: I don't remember whether she was down here when the war was going on or not.  You know, I was little, I didn't pay no attention much to the war thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Sure.  But anyway, so you went to school in Lafollette?  You graduated.
MS. PETTUS: I went to high school.  Yeah, I went to school there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now did you have any brothers or sisters?
MS. PETTUS: I've got a brother and I've got brothers on my daddy's side and on my mama's sides too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?  Okay.
MS. PETTUS: But I was raised with my mama's son.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. PETTUS: Of course, I went to stay with my daddy in Kentucky.  I stayed with him some, and I'd go visit him and --

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  That's where he was; he was in Kentucky?
MS. PETTUS: Yeah.  He was a miner, a coal miner.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: Mm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  So you graduated high school when you were in, I guess 17, 18, weren't you?
MS. PETTUS: Somewhere along in that, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And by that time, you know, what were your plans?  Did you say well, college, "I'm going to college," "College is out of the question," "I've got to get a job"?  What were your plans?
MS. PETTUS: Well, after I got out of school and everything and I got married-

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MS. PETTUS: -- and I had a son.  

MR. MCDANIEL: And were you still in Lafollette?
MS. PETTUS: We were still in Lafollette.  I got married.  Of course, the marriage broke up and I - I've been married more than one time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.  Okay.
MS. PETTUS: And of course I don't have any more children; that was the only child I had.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.

MS. PETTUS: And I went to California.  I married again and I went to California and I stayed out there from I think it was in the ‘50s, in '56 or something like that when I went out there; I believe it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: But anyway, when I came back here, I was back here by '68.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: Before '68, because my husband died, and I came back home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: I came back, because my mama, she had moved down here to Oak Ridge, and she was even living in one of the duplexes here.

MR. MCDANIEL: So she was working here in Oak Ridge.
MS. PETTUS: Yeah, she was working at Carbide.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: Mm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: What did she do?
MS. PETTUS: So she was a janitor.  Janitor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: And I came back home and they were looking for - I had a friend that worked for the postmaster; I can't think of what his name is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  So when you came back you were about 40 or so, weren't you?  You know, close to 40, because it was --
MS. PETTUS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: -- you said mid-‘60s, mid to late ‘60s, yeah.

MS. PETTUS: Yeah.  And I built this house in '68, so I was --

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, okay.  You came back before then.

MS. PETTUS: Yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: So anyway, you were going to tell me about you were looking for a job, you came back, your husband had died, so you were single.
MS. PETTUS: And they, and the post office, they was, you know, was looking for somebody as a custodian.  So that's what I went in as, a custodian.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MS. PETTUS: And when I got - I worked there for, I can't - maybe a year, and they liked me, the secretary, she liked me and I would - and she said, "Alice, you need to --

MR. MCDANIEL: Study?  Study for - study for the -—
MS. PETTUS: To get some - and be a clerk.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, okay.
MS. PETTUS: So what she did, she got the books, ordered the books and everything for me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Let me ask you a question before you move on to that.  Now how did you - I would imagine that getting a job at the post office would be kind of tough.  How did --
MS. PETTUS: The reason I got the job was because I was - my husband was dead and I was a widow of a soldier.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: That's how I got the job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, okay.
MS. PETTUS: That's what they were looking for, somebody that had a husband, you know.  And there was another lady, but she didn't take the job.  She lived here, but she didn't take the job, and they - somebody told me - well, the girl that worked for them, for the postmaster, she told me that they wanted somebody and I applied for the job and I got it.  Yes, I got it.
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.  Now where was the post office?  Where was --
MS. PETTUS: Right where it is now.
MR. MCDANIEL: Right there on - next to like Ryan's there?  Next to --
MS. PETTUS: Yes.  Right. Now they had another post office up in Grove Center --

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  Okay.
MS. PETTUS: -- at that time.  They also had one in --

MR. MCDANIEL: Jackson Square, didn't they?
MS. PETTUS: Jackson Square.  But they finally closed the one in Grove Center, but I never worked at either one of those.

MR. MCDANIEL: You worked at the main one there.
MS. PETTUS: I worked at the main one.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Exactly.  

MS. PETTUS: So I did the offices until after, until I got the clerk job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Now did you work regular day shift, or did you have to work --

MS. PETTUS: I worked day shift.

MR. MCDANIEL: Worked days.  Okay.  Okay.
MS. PETTUS: And when I first started over there I used to pick up the mail.  When I was a custodian I used to pick up the mail in the mailboxes.  I went down to - what's it called at?

MR. MCDANIEL: The drop boxes?  You went to --
MS. PETTUS: Yeah, the drop boxes.  I went DOE and all around and down there by way Kroger's is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: You know, I picked up the mail and took it back to the post office.  And I also delivered overnight mail.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MS. PETTUS:  Yes.  

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: See, if any mail came in I would work it and take it, you know, it would be just like, you know --

MR. MCDANIEL: Like Fed - like overnight priority mail, yeah.
MS. PETTUS: Overnight things, mm-hmm.  So I would deliver it on Sunday.  So sometimes I didn't really get to go to church.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?  So you had to do --
MS. PETTUS: ‘Cause I had to pick up the mail and everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.

MS. PETTUS: Until - and then when I learned the scheme and everything, then I didn't get out on there anymore.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Sure.  Sure, sure.  So you had worked there about a year as a custodian and a lady there said, "You need to study and take the test to become a clerk."
MS. PETTUS: Mm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you did that, didn't you?
MS. PETTUS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now what does a clerk do?
MS. PETTUS: I worked mail.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.

MS. PETTUS: In any of the mail I could work.  I even, like the packages that come in, we had set up baskets around every route, and you could - you put the mail on a little --

MR. MCDANIEL: Conveyor belt?
MS. PETTUS: Yeah, conveyor belt, and -—

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. PETTUS: -- and we would throw it to each one of the carriers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MS. PETTUS: And then also you sit down and you had a case that you sat down and worked the mail.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  So you separated the mail.  As it came in you separated it to where it had to go.  And did you have to put it in the post office boxes there?
MS. PETTUS: Yeah, we had to put the mail in the post office boxes.  And when we got through working the mail, then we would work the mail that goes in the boxes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.  Yeah.  Right.  Now what did the clerk test consist of?  What did you have to know to be able to pass the test?
MS. PETTUS: It's been so long, and so I really don't know.

MR. MCDANIEL: You had to learn the routes, though, didn't you?
MS. PETTUS: Oh yes.  That was the main thing; you had to know the map.  You can't piece the mail if you don't know the routes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.  Right.

MS. PETTUS: So, and I think at that time we had 33 routes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. PETTUS: Yes. We had 33 routes, and I had to learn all of the routes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now did you - do you remember the name of the lady who encouraged you to take the clerk test?
MS. PETTUS: Oh, Ruth Morrison.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ruth Morrison, okay.
MS. PETTUS: Morrison, yeah.  Ruth Morrison.  She was a secretary.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, had she been a long-time employee there?
MS. PETTUS: Yes.  Yes, she had been a long-time employee.  And she just fell in love with me and I fell in love with her.  Till she died, I was, you know --

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Now so you stayed there as a clerk?
MS. PETTUS: Until I retired in '90.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS:  They gave me an out.  

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.
MS. PETTUS: What they did, I don't know whether they were downsizing or what they were doing, but anyway, I had been there a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MS. PETTUS: And they --

MR. MCDANIEL: They offered you an early retirement?
MS. PETTUS:  Yes.  And I took it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MS. PETTUS: Yes.  And I was the Secretary for the Union.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, the Postal Union?
MS. PETTUS:  Yes.  I was. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, what was it --
MS. PETTUS: Noel Thomas was the vice president. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: And George Ruble was the President of the Union.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: And he got me the job, because I had got sick and I had cancer, and while I was in the - see, I was still a sub then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. PETTUS: So while I was in the hospital and I was off recuperating, he got all of my cards that, you know, my time cards --

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. PETTUS: -- and I had been working enough that I could become regular.  So I wasn't a sub anymore.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?  Oh, well that's good.  That's good.
MS. PETTUS: Yeah, so.

MR. MCDANIEL: So what was it like working there?  What were some of the stories?  You ever have anything unusual or any particular customers that you had to deal with that were --
MS. PETTUS: No, see, I didn't deal with any of the customers, you know, the people on the window, they did --

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Sure.
MS. PETTUS: -- did that stuff, you know?

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Did you have any suspicious packages come in that you had to deal with?
MS. PETTUS: No, they never did.  Not while I was there, uh-uh, no.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well I imagine, you know, the post office, working in the post office, you probably had to keep your mouth shut.  I mean it was probably, you know, you couldn't talk about it, you couldn't talk about what you did, especially in Oak Ridge, I would imagine.  Did they tell you anything like that?
MS. PETTUS: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: They didn't?
MS. PETTUS:  No.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Well my goodness.  So you worked there for 22, 23 years, something like that?
MS. PETTUS: Like that.

MR. MCDANIEL:  And then you retired.
MS. PETTUS: Mm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, let's talk a little bit about your life in Oak Ridge.  You know, once you moved back and you were single when you moved back.
MS. PETTUS: Yeah.   

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did you marry again?
MS. PETTUS: No.  No.  No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  All right.  But you were involved in the community and other activities, church and things such as that.
MS. PETTUS: Yeah, just -.  Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about that some.
MS. PETTUS: Well, I was - I got hooked up with one of my girlfriends that I went to school with, she - her and her husband had lived down here, and she had a little Brownie troop, and I helped her with the Brownie troop.  And then she quit and I was the leader.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: And I was the leader for several years.  And I've had - I saw one of my little Brownies the other day.  She was grinning and talking to me, you know, 'cause the - and I said, "Well, here's one of my babies," you know.  And I had a little Corvair; I don't know whether you remember that Corvair or not.

MR. MCDANIEL:  I sure do.
MS. PETTUS: I had bought a Corvair before I moved from California, and I drove it back home.  And I would get those little girls in my car and we'd go on field trips.  If it wasn't nothing but to go to the ice cream parlor, you know, take them to the --

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: -- and let them, you know, do - and then we made little things too, you know, like potholders and stuff like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. PETTUS: And they worked on, we also had them working on their --

MR. MCDANIEL: Their badges and their --
MS. PETTUS: But after I got to work, started working like I was, I couldn't do it anymore.  But that time they had grown to be Girl Scouts.

MR. MCDANIEL: To go to the Girl Scouts.
MS. PETTUS: Mm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: But when you were doing the Brownies it was still segregated, wasn't it?
MS. PETTUS: Yes.  

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  Okay.
MS. PETTUS: Yeah, ‘cause - what's her name?  I can't think of her name.  She had the boys.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: The boys.  The little boys, you know?  And I had the little girls.  And when - we had a parade one time I can't think - I can remember.  And we all had uniforms.  They had uniforms and I had a uniform too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  All right.  Sure.  I'm fine; I just kicked the camera.  It's fine.  So you had - and you marched in the parade or did you ride in the parade?
MS. PETTUS: Yes.  No, we just marched in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MS. PETTUS: Mm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it the Christmas parade or something like that?
MS. PETTUS: Yeah, something like that.  

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: I can't remember.  It's been so long.  That's been a long time ago.  And I'm getting a little forgetful.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's okay.  That's all right.  What other things were you involved in in Oak Ridge?  Were you a member of any clubs or-?
MS. PETTUS: Yes, we had a club that I belonged to, and we used to raise money and give money to kids, you know, that was going off to college and things like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: Yes.  Yes, we had a club.  What was the name of that club?  I can't think of the name of it.  But it was all of ladies and --

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Sure.
MS. PETTUS: -- and that's what we did.  That's what we did with the money.  When we'd have dances - we'd have dances and --

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Now where would you have those?
MS. PETTUS: Well, we had them down at the --

MR. MCDANIEL: The Wildcat Den?

MS. PETTUS:  No.  We had it at - we had one at the Oak Ridge Building one time.  And then we had one - we had several down at - what was the name?  Down near Kroger's.  I don't know what that was we went to - we had it - we had it down there.  It was a big building and we had --

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MS. PETTUS: -- we used it, but I don't know whether it was a restaurant or what it was; I can't remember what that was we used to have the dances down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. PETTUS: And then we used to have them at - the hospital used to have one too at, up at - up in there where - behind the city; it was a building over there.  They had dances in there.  I can't remember what it was, but we had --

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  There's a recreation hall over there.

MS. PETTUS: Well maybe that was what we had them in; I can't remember.

MR. MCDANIEL: Maybe that was, could've been.  Now was - now you lived here in the Scarboro community, didn't you?
MS. PETTUS: Yes.  

MR. MCDANIEL: Was this - what was this neighborhood like? I mean what was it like when you were, you know, first moved back and you built this house and - I mean were people close?  I mean was it a close-knit community?
MS. PETTUS: Pretty much, yes.  

MR. MCDANIEL: Pretty much?  

MS. PETTUS: They had - we had a grocery store out here.  And they had a recreation place where the people could go and have dances and things.  And then we'd use that too --

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Sure.
MS. PETTUS: At the center they had - when that - then they built that, we used the center.

MR. MCDANIEL: The community center, right?
MS. PETTUS: Yes.  We'd have dances down there.  And our club used to have dances down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.  Right.  What was it - you know, I've talked to several folks who lived here, and they talked a little bit about being, you know, kind of being considered separate, you know, in Oak Ridge.  Did you feel that way?  Because this was traditionally the black community of Oak Ridge, you know.
MS. PETTUS: Well, back in them days, that was, basically that's the way everything was then, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. PETTUS: Even in Lafollette, you know, we lived in a certain section and, you know, when I was, you know, growing up, and the blacks usually lived in certain districts, you know, and everything, because that - this didn't change much.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. PETTUS: It didn't change.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now was it like that when you moved to California?
MS. PETTUS: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it?
MS. PETTUS: Mm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.
MS. PETTUS: It was like that when - now in Lafollette, we don't - there's nobody in Lafollette - there's about four people in Lafollette that lived in Lafollette, black people that lived up there when we all lived up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MS. PETTUS: Yes.  Mm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: That was one of those towns that just there weren't any black people just about.
MS. PETTUS: See, what - there was no jobs there --

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. PETTUS: -- see, and people left, you know.  And I don't know, because just like I said, Margaret Barnett and her husband moved down here.  They were from - they got jobs at the plant, so they moved down here and bought homes down here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now what did your - now you moved there when your mother got married to your stepfather, is that correct?
MS. PETTUS: Yes, we moved to Lafollette. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.

MS. PETTUS: That's how we got to Lafollette, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: How did - what did he do?
MS. PETTUS: He worked in the mines.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did he?
MS. PETTUS: In Caryville Mines.

MR. MCDANIEL: The coal mines?
MS. PETTUS: Mm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  

MS. PETTUS: Yeah, he worked in the coal mines.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: So that went out and he moved to Detroit, went up to Detroit and got a good job, and he was working there when I built this house here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: And see, when he came back me and my mom was living in one of the duplexes, one of the end of the duplexes, and by the time he got ready to retire I had built this house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MS. PETTUS: And so they just moved in here with me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did they?
MS. PETTUS: And I paid for the house and they helped. 

MR. MCDANIEL: The other stuff.
MS. PETTUS: And this furniture that you see in here, this was in our old home place in Lafollette.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. PETTUS: Yes, we - this furniture is, it's about 60-some years old.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.
MS. PETTUS: And I had the covers made for it and I bought this dining room suit.  You know, we just all did things, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. PETTUS: You know, I've got five bedrooms here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you really?  My goodness.
MS. PETTUS: And I've got two family rooms downstairs and this big living room.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. PETTUS: I've got three baths.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. PETTUS: And I've got a kitchen down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well this is a nice - it's a nice house.  It's a nice big house.  It's probably the biggest house in this community, isn't it?

MS. PETTUS: As far as I know.  ‘Cause see, they all had - all the rest of them are the same things that they had built.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Exactly.
MS. PETTUS: I don't think anybody else has built another house in here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Now let me ask you, now were you involved in church in the community?
MS. PETTUS: Oh yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.
MS. PETTUS: I don't care where I go, I get into somebody's church.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: And soon as I get there I get into church, so I've been in Spurgeon.  They built the church and I was building my house the same time we built our church down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?  Is that right?
MS. PETTUS: Mm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. PETTUS: That church that's sitting on it now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, on the corner there.
MS. PETTUS: That we've got now, mm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.  Right.  So I'm sure you've got --
MS. PETTUS: Yes, I can remember what year I built the house; it was '68.  They built the church and so they got a stone, and that's the same - we was building our house and the church at the same time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Sure.  Sure.  So I guess you just started right up with the new church and the --
MS. PETTUS: Yeah, I've been Methodist all my life, so.

MR. MCDANIEL: You probably have a lot of friends that, you know, friends from the church?
MS. PETTUS: Yeah.  Right.  

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Sure.  Well, tell me about what it was like living in Oak Ridge.  I mean were there anything that was - that you really enjoyed that, besides, you know, church and the Brownies and things such as that?  Were there other things you were involved in?
MS. PETTUS: There's still nothing here hardly for us.  Of course, they had a little club down there and things, but, you know, there's no - and there's nothing here for young people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. PETTUS: There's nothing for the young people to go to, you know, that's in here in Lafollette.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  In Oak Ridge.

MS. PETTUS: Oak Ridge.  There's no kind of recreation form or anything, you know.  The only place they've got is that center down there, and, you know, of course the younger children go down there and do stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.  But once they get older, no.
MS. PETTUS: And they have stuff for older people too to come down there.  We go down there, have breakfasts and luncheons and stuff like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. PETTUS: They try to entertain us, you know, as older people here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Now you were telling me the other day about you started doing some traveling.  So tell me, there was one trip in particular that you went on with the chorus or something.
MS. PETTUS: Yes, that was from the high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me - yeah, tell me about how you got involved in that.
MS. PETTUS: Well, my granddaughter sang in the chorus.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.  At Oak Ridge High School.
MS. PETTUS:  And they set it up where anybody that wanted to go could go, as long as you had the credentials.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Sure.
MS. PETTUS: So I got my - that's when I first got a --

MR. MCDANIEL: Passport?
MS. PETTUS: Passport, yeah.  

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  What year was that?  Do you remember?  About?
MS. PETTUS: No, Theresa was a - she was - Theresa, she's 50 now, and she was in high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: So that would've been about 35 years ago, something like that.
MS. PETTUS: Maybe a little - no, more than that.  Maybe longer than that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.  Well, she would've been - if she's 50 now she would've been about 15.

MS. PETTUS: Yes.  Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Thirty-five years ago, so.
MS. PETTUS: She - you see all those - I've got two granddaughters.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. PETTUS: -- and both of them took music.  And the youngest one, she's got more trophies than the oldest one.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: But that oldest one did - she played for the church by the time she was 11 years old.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. PETTUS: She played for - I've got a picture --

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MS. PETTUS: -- a copy of, you know, the - they took pictures and, you know, in those little block things.  You know what I'm talking about?

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.  Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: That she did a Tom Thumb Wedding.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: She played all the music that was, you know.  And I guess she was about 11 or 12 then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now did she take music from somebody here, piano lessons?
MS. PETTUS: Yeah, Verigona, Ms. Verigona.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.

MS. PETTUS: Both of my girls took from Ms. Verigona.

MR. MCDANIEL: I don't know her.  Is she from this community or where does she live?

MS. PETTUS: She lives - she's a white lady.  She lives - you know like you're going out of Oak Ridge, going down by the country club?

MR. MCDANIEL: Mm-hmm.
MS. PETTUS: She lives up on that hill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: Right over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  Okay.  Now so let's get back to your trip.  You went on this trip with the high school chorus.
MS. PETTUS: We stayed over three weeks.

MR. MCDANIEL: And where did you go?  Europe?  You went to Europe.

MS. PETTUS: Yes, we went to Europe.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  And they went and they traveled and sang, is that correct?  Did they sing any or was it just a trip?
MS. PETTUS: It was just a trip.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  They didn't perform?
MS. PETTUS: They didn't perform, uh-uh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.  

MS. PETTUS: Because see, the parents went, you know, on it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. PETTUS: It was just a group of - in fact, there was three busloads of us that went at the same time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh really?  Wow.
MS. PETTUS: And of course the chorus - on our bus there was just the chorus people, and I don't know what the others, you know, were. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: But they had children on the bus and family on it.  And I've got a picture of - did I show you that picture the other day?

MR. MCDANIEL: You did.  You showed me the other day.

MS. PETTUS: It, you know, that just the different people that went, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you went to Paris?
MS. PETTUS: Paris was the first place we went; stayed four days there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  

MS. PETTUS: And we went to Germany, we went to Rome, Italy, and we went to another place in Rome; I can't remember what it was.  But we went - we just, and the way it is, it's like going from state to state, like it is over here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Exactly.
MS. PETTUS: But these were countries that we were going to.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Exactly.  Exactly.  Now so did you do that again with that group at all, or was that just --
MS. PETTUS: That was the only one that I ever went to, because we stayed over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.
MS. PETTUS: And at that time it cost us $900.00.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?  

MS. PETTUS: To go.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh my.

MS. PETTUS:  And they fed us a couple of meals a day and, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: And it took care of our room, but we paid, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.

MS. PETTUS: Took care of - we didn't have to worry about staying nowhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. PETTUS: We stayed four days here and two days here, you know, that's the way we did.  But we stayed in Rome a pretty good while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MS. PETTUS: Mm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  Well, so what have you been doing since you retired?
MS. PETTUS: Well, I haven't been doing anything much.  When I first retired I traveled around, and I had a friend that we would go everywhere together.  And we went to Korea, where she had two sons in the service.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. PETTUS: And we went over there and stayed with them a week or two.  And I don't know, they had a family day or whatever, and I went over as one of their aunts.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. PETTUS: Her aunt - one of her sisters was supposed to go with her, but some kind of way she didn't go.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Sure.  Sure.
MS. PETTUS: And I went in her place.

MR. MCDANIEL: You went in her place.
MS. PETTUS: Right.  So the kids still call me Aunt Alice.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well let's talk a little bit - let's get back to your time at the post office.  I'm sure there were people that you worked with that made a big impression on you.  Can you remember any of those folks?  Can you remember any of their names?
MS. PETTUS: Yeah, there's a lady down in Oliver Springs; she was really sweet to me; I can't think of what her name is.  Maryanne - her last - her first name was Maryanne.  What was her last name?    That's awful.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's okay.  That's all right.  But she worked - did she work with you?
MS. PETTUS: Yeah, she worked with me.  And every now and then when somebody dies there's - when - the boy that got drowned that worked at the post office.

MR. MCDANIEL: No, I don't know about that.  Tell me about that here in a minute.  Let's finish this story about her.  

MS. PETTUS: Maryanne - what was it?  Maryanne Silvy?  Was it Maryanne Silvy?

MR. MCDANIEL: I don't know.  

MS. PETTUS: I believe that was her name.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. PETTUS: Her last name.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.  
MS. PETTUS: Maryanne.  She lives in Oliver Springs, and we were real good friends.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MS. PETTUS: And we used to do a --

MR. MCDANIEL: She was nice to you?
MS. PETTUS: Yeah, see, and we did a lot of things; we did things together, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL:  Now you were the first black person to go to work there, weren't you?
MS. PETTUS: Not the first black person.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: They had some carriers.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MS. PETTUS: They had some carriers.  ‘Cause Tony was - well, Jack Friendly was the custodian.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.
MS. PETTUS: And we had Tony Manly, he was a carrier.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: And he's retired now.
MR. MCDANIEL: But you were the first black clerk.
MS. PETTUS: I was the first black woman clerk.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see, first black woman clerk.
MS. PETTUS: ‘Cause I can't remember whether I went in there with the - or the boy that got drowned went in there before I did or what, not - I'm not sure.  

MR. MCDANIEL: Well tell me about that.  Tell me about the boy that drowned.  Was he working there or-?
MS. PETTUS: He had a heart attack and he run into that river out there on the highway.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, was that right?
MS. PETTUS: Cedric Woods was his name.

MR. MCDANIEL: And he was driving?
MS. PETTUS: He had a heart attack.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: Yes.  

MR. MCDANIEL: But he was driving and had a heart attack and went into the river?
MS. PETTUS: Mm-hmm.  

MR. MCDANIEL: And he worked at the post office?
MS. PETTUS: Mm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: What did he do?
MS. PETTUS: He was a clerk.

MR. MCDANIEL: Clerk, okay.  I see.

MS. PETTUS: See, he was a clerk.  See, there was - I think there was about four of us blacks there at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.

MS. PETTUS: There was Tony Manley and Cedric Woods and there was another man there, but I can't think of what - he was a tall, slender guy, black guy that worked there.  And of course, now I don't think - I don't know whether they've got any black people down there or not now.

MR. MCDANIEL: I don't know.
MS. PETTUS: Yes, I think - I heard that they've got a supervisor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: One of the supervisors is down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: But as far as clerks and --

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that a good job?  I mean was --
MS. PETTUS: Yes, it was - yes, it paid good.  It paid good.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MS. PETTUS: I did good, you know, with my money that, you know, I made down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. PETTUS: I made good.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  But it's also a good place for you to work.
MS. PETTUS: Yes, it was a good place for to -, good place to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you have any problems because you were black?  I mean did anybody treat you badly or didn't think you deserved it?
MS. PETTUS: Well, it was little, one little old girl that we - she and one of the supervisors were kind of messed with me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: But at the time we had a black postmaster --

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS: -- acting as postmaster.

MR. MCDANIEL: Okay.
MS. PETTUS: And he took care of that.  She was scared I was going to whoop her, but I was about that big when I worked there.  And she wasn't nothing but a little thing either, so she thought I was going to get her a time. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh my.
MS. PETTUS: Yeah.  But I wouldn't have done nothing to her.  I didn't bother.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Sure.
MS. PETTUS: And see, she was cute and everything and, you know, of course the clerks --

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh yeah.
MS. PETTUS: You know, one of the clerks - of course, he wasn't a clerk; he was here acting as the assistant postmaster --

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right, right.
MS. PETTUS: -- and she would talk about me when I wasn't at work, and when I went back the boss would tell me what she said.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Sure.
MS. PETTUS: And I confronted her about it, you know, and of course, I just didn't - you know, I didn't want her bothering me and I wasn't going to bother her, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Exactly.  Exactly.
MS. PETTUS: So that was that.  

MR. MCDANIEL: Now anything else you want to talk about?  Anything about your life in Oak Ridge or - here's your chance if you want to talk about it.
MS. PETTUS: I can't think of anything.  Just like I said, I can't think of anything else that I've done.  Of course, I belong to the Eastern Star and my church is my main thing, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Sure.  Now didn't --
MS. PETTUS: And I'm a member of the Spurgeon Chapel.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you ever think about moving away after you moved back here?
MS. PETTUS: No.  I wouldn't dare go anywhere else.  ‘Cause I was getting old when I, you know, came off it.  That was in the ‘90s, you know, when I quit, and I was getting pretty old.  I'm not going anywhere.  I ain't - of course, I've been traveling.  I've traveled since then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  

MS. PETTUS: You know, I've got a family that - on my grandmama's side we - they live - I've got a couple of girls that live here.  Two of them worked at the - Trayla, she worked in Harriman at the school system.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MS. PETTUS: And her sister worked out at the Jefferson.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.
MS. PETTUS: And so I've had, you know, folks kind of that live here, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Now where's your son?
MS. PETTUS: He died in --

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh.
MS. PETTUS: -- he died in '94.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh my.  I'm sorry.
MS. PETTUS: I didn't have but the one child, and he died in '94.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MS. PETTUS: But I've got grandchildren.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.  And are they around here, some of your grandchildren?
MS. PETTUS: Well, I've got two that live here; one of them works at Wal-Mart, and then I've got one that works over at Alcoa Aluminum.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, okay.  Sure.  Sure.  

MS. PETTUS: And I've got the rest of them just spread all over.  I've got one that was in Iraq and he's, now he's over - he's out of the service, but he's got a job over there and he told me, said, "I'm making big bucks, Little" - they call me Little Mother.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?  Little Mother.
MS. PETTUS: Yeah.  And he told me, he said, "It's big bucks."  And he lives in Seattle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MS. PETTUS:  He's got - lives up there and he's bought a - he was over in Iraq.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.  Sure.
MS. PETTUS: And when he got out of the service he just stayed up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.  Right.  Well, is there anything else you want to talk about?  

MS. PETTUS: No, I can't think of anything else.  

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, I appreciate you taking time to talk with us and telling us about yourself.  
MS. PETTUS: I hope this is an interesting thing, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well I'm sure it will be for some folks.  I'm certain it will.  I've not had a chance to talk to anybody that worked at the post office, like yourself.  So, well thank you very much; I appreciate it.
MS. PETTUS: You're welcome.  

[END OF INTERVIEW]
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