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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is May 18, 2015, and I'm here at my studio here in Oak Ridge with Mr. Hoyt Padgett. Do you mind if I call you, "Hoyt"?
MR. PADGETT: No, that's what I go by.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. Good. (laughter) Well, Hoyt, you've been around here a long, long time and we're going to get to that, but I want to start at the beginning. I want you to tell me ... Tell me where you were born and raised, something about your family.

MR. PADGETT: Ok. I was born and raised in McMinn County. Athens, Tennessee, was the route at the time, but it was, of course, out in the country. I came from a family, I had six brothers and myself. There was seven of us boys and two girls and my parents. We lived on a little farm and raised about everything we grew, I mean, grew about everything we ate.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, sure, sure ...
MR. PADGETT: And, course, I went into service in World War II as quick as I became 18 years old because that was during the war and four of my brothers had already gone ahead of me into World War II but course I was the younger one. Had one younger brother than me at home but he wasn't old enough and they did let my next brother older than me, they let him stay and didn't induct him into the Army to help run the farm and take care of the family

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: Because that would have been all of us except the really young boy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: So the war was winding down in the European Theater as I became 18 so I took about six weeks training and was sent to the Pacific Theater.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did you train?

MR. PADGETT: In Camp Blanding, Florida.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. PADGETT: And I tried to find that when I was down there two or three years ago but it was all gone.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: But anyway, I went, I went all up and we was gathered up at Okinawa for the invasion of Japan when the bomb was dropped.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. PADGETT: And, course we stayed there ... stayed there for a few weeks. We saw a lot of the activity of the planes flying right over our heads that was going to sign the peace treaty.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?

MR. PADGETT: Things like that we'd gotten to see. Back then all you had was a radio in headquarters and they would tell us what was going on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: Nobody had any phones or ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Were you ... What branch of service were you in, the Army?
MR. PADGETT: I was in the Seventh Infantry Division.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. PADGETT: Twenty-seventh Infantry ... Seventh Division, 27th Infantry, I guess. But anyway we stayed there six or eight weeks, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: Then I went on into, they sent us in ... You know, Korea had been occupied by Japan for the last 20, 21 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: So they sent us in to take over South Korea, you know, from the Japanese.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: And ... Course we made a regular invasion landing as we were going in, course there wasn't supposed to be any opposition and there wasn't, but the little PT boats that we got in, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MR. PADGETT: ... to go in to make the landing, I was the last one on one of those and it backed, the one I happened to be on backed into the dock first and I was the first soldier off to go in and I said if I wanted to stretch the truth a little, I could say that Japan surrendered Korea over to me. (laughter) There's no record of any of this, but I was there, I did it.

MR. MCDANIEL: You were the first soldier.

MR. PADGETT: But I stepped off first, those big, tall Japanese generals with their gold swords just bowed to us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. PADGETT: And we pitched some tents out there for a couple of days, there in Seoul just out on the area there then we went on to occupy the ... Mine was a group got lucky. We got in the officers' quarters. It'd been the Japanese officers' quarters. They were little bit nice. The rest of them were just huts and tents. But I was there almost a year for that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Were you, were you?

MR. PADGETT: But back to the story of the ... my brothers and I, you know, being five of us in the service. My oldest brother went in very early in the war and he fought all the way, all those years, all the way through Africa, Italy, Sicily, through there and he was killed seven days before V-E day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Oh.
MR. PADGETT: After fighting all those years.

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.

MR. PADGETT: But four of us came back, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: At least out of five, I guess was a good average because there were lots of people, of course, killed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, lot of people. Lot of sons didn't come back, did they?

MR. PADGETT: But anyway, I spent about a year there on the occupation forces and came back home and I, speaking of the meat market, when I got out, I took a little town there, Englewood, that had a couple of grocery stores.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: And I went to work, you know, we had this on-the-job training from the World War II, you know, veterans.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: So I took on-the-job training in this little small store in the little small town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: And I was training on butcher and management. They paid about half or two-thirds of our wages to give us a little bit.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MR. PADGETT: But anyway, I took a, I took about a year of training on the, you know, butchering and supposedly management of stores.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you ever, when you were in Englewood, did you ever run into any McDaniels?

MR. PADGETT: I think so. I don't remember particular, but yeah, they was McDaniels 

MR. MCDANIEL: And a Ball, there was a Ball, Homer Ball.

MR. PADGETT: Yeah, I knew Homer Ball.

MR. MCDANIEL: He was my grandfather.

MR. PADGETT: Huh!

MR. MCDANIEL: And the McDaniel, my mom and dad lived across the street from each other, the Balls and the McDaniels, in Englewood.

MR. PADGETT: Yeah, my wife was raised there... I was raised, you know there's Englewood, Etowah and Athens.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: It's about a seven mile triangle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: I lived on the little farm right between all those.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you, really?
MR. PADGETT: Yeah, but my wife was raised there in Englewood.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, my ... my grandfather was Homer... I mean, my mother's parents were Homer and Glennis Ball and then my Daddy's folks, they lived there, too, so ... I remember walking over, walking across the railroad tracks to the little market right there next to the railroad tracks when I was a kid when we'd go visit.
MR. PADGETT: Let's see, what was the name of that? I know what you're talking about.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know what I'm talking about. They lived right across the railroad tracks from that little market there. Well, just up about a block and we'd cross the tracks at the road.

MR. PADGETT: Well, I lived in a house there shortly after my wife and I got married and we, after I got back from service right across the street, the service station that was there, you know, at the intersection.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep.
MR. PADGETT: I lived in that house. It was her great aunt's.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?

MR. PADGETT: It was a big house and she lived there by herself.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MR. PADGETT: So we lived there for a while.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.

MR. PADGETT: Just across the street from that little store you're talking about.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure, exactly. Well, anyway, we'll get back to your story, I thought that was interesting, though. So you came back and you got some training in grocery management and meat market, I guess. I guess, was that part of the G.I. Bill or the training?

MR. PADGETT: Yes, uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: Job training, so ... and you never finished high school, is that correct?

MR. PADGETT: No, I only went one month, really, to high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MR. PADGETT: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Why did you ... ? Did you have to stop and work the farm? Is that what happened?

MR. PADGETT: Basically, yes, yes... Basically that was it, help with things and back then it just wasn't that important to people to finish high school, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: Lots of people didn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: Right now, you know, you would think it's awful if your kids, didn't send your kids part of the way through college but then it was no big deal.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was different, it was different.

MR. PADGETT: Because I was born in 1926, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, were you, you said you met your... married and you and your wife ... Did you meet her in Englewood after you came back or did you know her before?

MR. PADGETT: We, that month I went to school, there's a little story about -- you want me just to tell anything I know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, tell me!

MR. PADGETT: She was a singer. Her family was, her dad was Virgil Key and he taught music and he had a choir that won all of the -- way back then, going to singings and things on the weekends was a big ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: ... was a big excitement, way back then. So he had this choir of people, you know, that went around, you know, to all those places and he tried to teach me to sing because said I had a real feminine voice, I'd sing good high tenor, but I never did have the nerve to try it. But anyway, I saw her, I saw my wife at the Zion Hill Baptist Church there. I had gone over there. They were there singing at this thing. And I, when I went over there, walked up the little road, you know, to go to the little church house, I met her walking down the street and she was a real cute little dark-skinned girl with long, curly hair. And, course, she didn't even speak to me and I didn't speak to her but I thought, Lord, she would never think about speaking to me, you know, little ol' country boy. She's a singer.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: But anyway, when, year or so after that, when we got into high school, you know, we got acquainted there and met and kindy, you know...

MR. MCDANIEL: Decided.
MR. PADGETT: ... thought lots of each other so in about a year or so, we, you know, we got married.

MR. MCDANIEL: So did you get married before you went into the service?

MR. PADGETT: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, after.

MR. PADGETT: Oh, no, I'm sorry. You have to remember my mind.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.
MR. PADGETT: Yeah, we were married about two months before I had to go into service.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, right, right ...

MR. PADGETT: But I was only in about, oh, little less than two years that I was in service.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MR. PADGETT: But I came on back. Then I worked and ran a little one-man grocery store there in Englewood. Used to be Nation's. Nation's Grocery Store. It was kind of family operated store but it had gone out of business, so ... Are you familiar with the KC Robinson freight lines and the grocery store that was there in Etowah?

MR. MCDANIEL: No, uh-uh...
MR. PADGETT: Anyway, they opened it up and had me to operate, I was a-runnin' just by myself as a little lunchmeat counter where you would call that a ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Deli counter.

MR. PADGETT: Bologna butcher, I was a bologna butcher there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: But I worked at that for about a year then I quit that then and came to Oak Ridge. In the meantime, during the war, my father-in-law came to Oak Ridge and my wife's older sister.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. PADGETT: She worked in one of the plants here so he came and worked at the, you familiar with the community stores?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.

MR. PADGETT: They were the only stores. They furnished food for everything in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MR. PADGETT: You know, for the first I don't know how many years, until the others started coming in. But anyway, he worked produce there. So I came, I came up here and we got a job there in this store.

MR. MCDANIEL: What year was that? Do you remember?
MR. PADGETT: We came in 1950.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. PADGETT: So I guess I went up to this other store and I worked about a year there behind the meat counter. At that time there wasn't such thing as self-service meat.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: We had about eight butchers back there cutting meat and there was about 20 of us out there behind the counter selling it and wrapping it. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: So did that about a year. Then they sent me up, they had the number two store up at East Village so they sent me up there to be the assistant. Now, was only 21 years old.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: Already 21, they sent me up there to be the assistant to the manager that was there. So in about two months he left and they didn't even, they put me in as manager and didn't even give me an assistant so I did that. But now they were, they were closing out those homes up there in East Village.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: Are you familiar with that?

MR. MCDANIEL: Mmm-hmm.
MR. PADGETT: They sold out and, you know, got rid of all those ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: ... original houses there, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, in about 1956 or so that's when they sold, started selling all those houses off.

MR. PADGETT: Well, anyway, the business was ruined ... But, anyway, I ran that store by myself for about a year, year and a half.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MR. PADGETT: Did real well at it, but, like I say, just for bluffing, I didn't have the knowledge I just worked hard and tried to do ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Tried to do what was right.
MR. PADGETT: But anyway, after working there for about a year, I went to work with what was called the General Food Market then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. PADGETT: Here in Oak Ridge. And the two brothers, the Bruner brothers owned it. So I went to work for them and worked about a year or two there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where was that?
MR. PADGETT: It was in the old PX building here in ... Do you remember what that was? It had about three grocery stores in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where was that located?
MR. PADGETT: It's right on the Turnpike.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it?
MR. PADGETT: Yeah, on the ... I was trying to think. Wasn't much on the turnpike at that time, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...
MR. PADGETT: But it was there. But anyway, they just had a little, a little store there. But they, I mean, they had started out in the little store just up above it with a sawdust floor in it. But they had moved down into this General Food Market which was in the old PX building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: Well it was there, they tore it down to build the downtown.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok, ok.
MR. PADGETT: When that was first built. I couldn't think of just where it was located.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok. That's all right.
MR. PADGETT: But they tore it down for that, so I went to work for them. It was the two brothers owned that and one of them did the buying and the looking after stuff in the store and the other one was kind of the manager, was the businessman of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: Well, the one that did the buying and the pricing of all the stuff in the store, he got sick about a month after I went to work there so he was off for probably six or eight months.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.

MR. PADGETT: He wasn't able to work so I took over his job of doing the buying and looking after that little store.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: And by that time I was maybe 22 years old. But anyway, I did that until they said, well you did such a good job of it just keep on doing that, so I was kindy considered the assistant manager of that store.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: But then, in 1955, we moved down into the Bruner building, you know, that's there now. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, where the ...
MR. PADGETT: So we ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Where the UGO is now, I guess. But it was Brunner's for years and years and years.

MR. PADGETT: Yeah, we moved there in '55 and, course, I retired from it in '91.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.

MR. PADGETT: And then the Brunner’s went ahead and sold it about six months after.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you were there at Bruner's from '55 ...
MR. PADGETT: Until '91.

MR. MCDANIEL: Until '91. Wow.

MR. PADGETT: And I was, I pretty much did all the work of a manager all of the years, but last 25 or so years, I was the manager of it. Course, Carl senior died in '74.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. PADGETT: You know, and at that time, Carl junior was only 20, 21 years old.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh, sure.

MR. PADGETT: So I completely ran it and the whole building there and everything, looked after it, you know, for the rest of the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: Until I retired. I retired in '91.

MR. MCDANIEL: '91.

MR. PADGETT: But I had, I had 17 years with, with my wife, you know, after I retired there, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, let's talk a little bit about Bruner's from '56 to '91... '55 to '91
MR. PADGETT: '55 to '91. It was a nice store.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. PADGETT: Kind of like you said, it was a ... had real good meats.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was an independent, I mean, it wasn't a chain or anything, was it?
MR. PADGETT: No, but it was, it was the largest independent store in Anderson County.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. PADGETT: At the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.

MR. PADGETT: And we did a real good business. Had about 20, 21 employees and had a real good business, you know, for lots of years. We was open seven days a week, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: I think, what? nine to nine.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. PADGETT: Seven days a week.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: And Sunday was a huge day for us until Kroger moved in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. PADGETT: And after a few years, they ... Course it was a real nice store at the time. It had what we called imported foods and things, you know, from ... we carried all kinds of fancy stuff.

MR. MCDANIEL: Because you had, to be honest, you had a lot of foreigners in Oak Ridge, didn't you?

MR. PADGETT: Yeah, and also most all the doctors and the lawyers and everything, you know, because we had extremely good meats.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure ...
MR. PADGETT: You know, always had, you know, good butchers to cut it and everything, so we had a real good business, you know, there for all those years, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you have any ... You got any good stories about things, about people while you were working there? (laughter)

MR. PADGETT: Not that I'd be willing to tell. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, I understand. I understand.
MR. PADGETT: It was, it was an experience, you know, really. I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: What were the Brunner’s like? Tell me about them.

MR. PADGETT: Well, the senior Brunner, course he was, he was supposedly the smart one that looked after it and did all the business part of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: And he did that through, you know, on up until he died.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: There were other people that went in with him. Now, the Philpots that had the dry cleaners, they was about four groups of them went in it and bought that building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. PADGETT: And remodeled it, but eventually Brunner bought them out because they didn't want to, they didn't want to take the money they were making and put it into the building, remodeling and adding to and everything. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: So he eventually bought all of them out and just rented to them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was that, was the store all the way to the end or was it just the section the way it is now?

MR. PADGETT: It was all the way up and down the turnpike, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: But, I mean, if you're standing ...

MR. PADGETT: The length ...

MR. MCDANIEL: If you're standing in the front, there's a couple of storefronts on the right. Were those different storefronts or was that a part of the grocery store at that time?

MR. PADGETT: Yeah, the first door there off of the turnpike, the first door went into the Brunner’s then there was a second door went in, there was a pharmacy there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Ok.

MR. PADGETT: There was a pharmacy in that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: But then eventually we took that over and, you know, extended, extended all over there into that area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. PADGETT: But when Kroger's first came to Oak Ridge, course they got a huge natural food section, they call it now. But at the time they moved in we had a bigger department of imported foods, we called it, than Kroger's had.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? 

MR. PADGETT: I mean, it was a real, a real nice store, you knoW, had a real good business.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: But eventually it, you know, just... Well, there was so many of the big ones came in ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: ... it got to where the smaller operations just couldn't ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Couldn't compete, could they?

MR. PADGETT: And there was a lot of mistakes made, the ... After Carl senior died.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. PADGETT: There was a couple of divorces and things, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That effected the business.
MR. PADGETT: That effected the business. And the ... Carl junior, he started spreading out and getting into other businesses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: He started his little gun shop over at the end of the -- should I tell all of this?

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. PADGETT: Go down through ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely.
MR. PADGETT: He started a little gun shop over there at the end, far end of the building and he was buying and selling ammunition and rifles and things in that little bitty part that's still over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: And he's making some money because he didn't have to pay no rent.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: He didn't have to pay anybody to, he didn't have to pay anybody to run it because he did it himself.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: And he was a-making good money so he opened up a big gun shop, gun store, over in Knoxville and he figured if, you know, if he made a lot of money there he could make a lot. So he eventually he opened up the one over in Knoxville then he opened one down in Chattanooga then he went into the wholesale gun business which he was selling, shipping stuff all over the United States, really.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MR. PADGETT: Spent a lot of money and went into, you know, all of this. But he eventually did just like so many of the big companies did, they out ...

MR. MCDANIEL: They overextended.

MR. PADGETT: They overextended.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: And he eventually got ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Just had to go out of business.
MR. PADGETT: And then, so far in debt he had to go out of business.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, right, right.
MR. PADGETT: But that was not uncommon even for a, like I say, the Nabisco company. I mean, any of those, they go so far, this is only my opinion, I don't know if you want ... but they go so far and get in debt expanding and doing all this. They could be making good money but they can't keep the interest rate on the money they've borrowed to do it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MR. PADGETT: So, in my opinion, that got worlds of people, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now... So you retired in '91, you said.
MR. PADGETT: Uh-huh.

MR. MCDANIEL: From Brunner's.
MR. PADGETT: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then what did you do?

MR. PADGETT: Well, I stayed home 17 years with my wife and we had 17 good years but she died with Alzheimer's.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. PADGETT: And, but I kept her home, cared for her right up to the end.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. PADGETT: So it was, you know, I don't think I had as hard a time, I did everything. I did have the hospice people, you know, helping me at the very end.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: But I still did everything for her. They just kind of told me how to do a few things and help a little but I stayed right there with her, you know, 24 hours a day until she died. Took her about seven years after we realized she was going into that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: And ... But anyway, I stayed home a year in my little two bedroom house there. Nobody there but me and, you know, the walls don't talk back to you.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true.
MR. PADGETT: So I stayed home about a year there and I went up to Kroger's and I got this job now.

MR. MCDANIEL: This was at the old, obviously, the old Kroger's.

MR. PADGETT: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: The original Kroger's.

MR. PADGETT: So I was hired as the, as the greeter, you know, there ... I'm still considered the greeter but right now, I do the greeting and unloading the groceries and doing the bagging off and on all day long, which I like doing some of all of it, but lately ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And how old are you?

MR. PADGETT: I'll be 89 my next birthday, which'll be September 5th, I'll be 89 if I make it that far.

MR. MCDANIEL: So how long have you been working for Kroger?

MR. PADGETT: Eight years, I believe, now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Eight years. And you just moved with them to the big store this last year.

MR. PADGETT: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: To the new superstore, I guess.

MR. PADGETT: I kind of regretted that this fellow from Knoxville, you know, you were talking about that picture you saw in the Oak Ridger of me and one of the fellows, you know, there. But then I was going up there on Friday to pick up my uniforms and things that we were going into different uniforms up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: So he was standing out there in front of the building when I went by there when I left Kroger's there on Friday evening and he stopped me and asked me, because I still had on my vest and everything, you know, from Kroger's, and he asked, said, "What do you do there?" I said, "Well, I'm the greeter." I wish I just told him I worked there. And, so he said to me, "Let me get a picture of you." So he backed me up there and took a picture of me standing there in front of the pharmacy, you know, he had me reared back there looking like I owned the place (laughter) and I didn't even think about him even getting it printed, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: You know, I didn't think that much about it. But he talked to me a few minutes and made my picture. So the next morning, someone told me that my picture was in the [Knoxville News] Sentinel. So I went up there and got one of the Sentinels and it was on the front page of the business section of the Saturday, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: ... Sentinel.
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: So he had this big picture with my big ears sticking out, you know. (laughter) And the article he wrote, it wasn't as well written as the fellow that did the one in the Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. PADGETT: And I kidded my boss, Ms. Irvin, which is the general manager of the new store, she's real nice. But I kidded her, I took that up there and showed her the (ringing) that picture in the paper. I told her, I said, "He made it look like I was a-running the place." I said, "He even mentions you. Right at the end of it, he mentions you."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: But it was kind of a (ringing) Do you need to get that?

MR. MCDANIEL: No, let's just let it go for a second.
MR. PADGETT: But anyway ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Should have turned it off, but I didn't. Sorry.

MR. PADGETT: I kind of regretted that I had told him I was the greeter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's ok.

MR. PADGETT: I still do some of that, but I just do anything. I'm, I think the way I'm listed, really, is a grocery clerk.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Well let me ask you about, let's talk a little bit about Oak Ridge and the changes you've seen since you came here in, what'd you say? 1950 which was 70, no 65 years ago. 

MR. PADGETT: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You've been in Oak Ridge for 65 years so I guess you've seen a lot of changes, haven't you?

MR. PADGETT: Yep.

MR. MCDANIEL: Talk about that a little bit. Talk about ... and then I want you to talk about the grocery business and the retail business and the changes you've seen in that especially in Oak Ridge.

MR. PADGETT: When we first came, we lived in the house that's where her dad and her sister lived, in a little house up on Revere Circle. It was those, what did they call them? Those flat tops or whatever?

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. PADGETT: But they still had the boardwalks, you know, and those, if you didn't have the boardwalks, you'd be walking in the mud.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. PADGETT: But I've watched it build up from that type of thing to what it is now. But I can get - I've been here and watched it all grow and be built -- but I can get lost now here in it myself.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I guess, sure.

MR. PADGETT: But it's, yeah, I've seen a lot of changes and did a lot of things but don't know of anything really that interesting that anybody would ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you ever get involved in the community, I mean, other than work?

MR. PADGETT: No. I just worked all the time. I made the mistake of devoting all my time just to working.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: Didn't even have any hobbies. I didn't do ... My hobby was raising a little garden and working in my yard. I used to keep a real nice yard, kept the shrubs all, all looking nice, you know. The trees with mulch around them. But right now, I've kindy let that go down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where did you and your wife end up, end up living most of your time in Oak Ridge?

MR. PADGETT: Let's see, well, we lived there on Revere Circle for a couple of years then we moved over onto Robertsville Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. PADGETT: And lived there eight or 10 years. We bought that house there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: And it burned and they've built a new house there where it was. Now somebody, I don't... built a real nice new house right there in the middle of all those TDUs and things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?

MR. PADGETT: But it's still up for sale, now. I thought somebody moved in it a little while but they built it a year or two ago.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I know where you're talking about. They moved one of those, what they did is they moved one of those houses from where the Kroger was built and put the ...

MR. PADGETT: I thought that's where it came from. But they really remodeled it 'til it looks like a new house.

MR. MCDANIEL: So that's where you and, that was where you were there for about eight years?

MR. PADGETT: Lived there about eight years or 10, well, probably longer than that. Then we moved down to where I am now at 204 East Sheridan Place.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?

MR. PADGETT: We've been in that house ever since then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah. Well, talk about, I'm sure, you know, you being in the retail business, being in the grocery business, you've seen all kinds of people come and go. Has there been a change in the kind of people that you see in Oak Ridge or what?

MR. PADGETT: Not, no drastic change. Course, it gradually has changed, but, you know, people as a whole are still pretty much, most people are basically good people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: You always have a few that's hard to deal with.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: I've never had any problems getting along with any of them, but I've kind of had a knack of knowing who likes to talk to you or who likes to be talked to.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: And ... But I've enjoyed, the reason I enjoyed working, I enjoy people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: And, of course, like I say, my wife's been dead eight years now and, course, I tell them all that I, that women was made to be spoiled and I did. I tried to spoil my wife all those years. But I do the same thing there at Kroger's and they all of them kids me a lot about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet they all love you, though, don't they? All those women love you, don't they?

MR. PADGETT: Yeah. And lots, see, some of them I've dealt with, one of the customers -- I haven't seen her as much since we moved up to the big store -- but she and I worked together in 1950 when I went to that Number One Community Store.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. PADGETT: She was a cashier there and I was working behind the meat counter. But, now, her husband died a few years, a couple of years ago.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: And her son worked with me up there just as a bagger there at Kroger's for a few years but he got his foot hurt but he died about a year or two ago.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my. I bet you've seen a lot of kids grow up, become adults and have their own families, haven't you?
MR. PADGETT: Yeah, yeah ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Probably some having grandkids.

MR. PADGETT: Oh, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: From the little kids.

MR. PADGETT: I could be old enough, I could be old enough to be a great-great grandpa.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I'm sure.

MR. PADGETT: But we'd been married about 13 years before we had our only son.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? Oh, ok.

MR. PADGETT: I've got two or three grandkids.

MR. MCDANIEL: Grandkids.

MR. PADGETT: And one, you know, great grandchild.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MR. PADGETT: But yeah, I've seen ... But anyway, the spoiling of the people and everything I just, well, I guess when I went to work up there at Kroger's, you know, I knew so many of the people. I had dealt with them all the years. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: But seems like two-thirds of the people that comes in Kroger's are the people that I had spoiled down there at the Bruner's store all those years ago.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, right.
MR. PADGETT: A ... [inaudible] of them is that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. PADGETT: I, course at my age, I can get away with, you know, with anything, they all know it doesn't mean anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: You can get away with things.

MR. PADGETT: But the women will come in, give me a big hug. If their husband's with them, I tell him just to go on he can hug her all he wants when he gets her home. (laughter) You know, that type of thing, I get a lot of mileage out of that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course.
MR. PADGETT: Now, one of my bosses, one of the floor managers of the bosses there, she came to work a month or two before we moved into the building and when they introduced me to her, I told her, I said, "I'm the old great-grandpa of the group." And she says, "Well you don't look like a great grandpa." And I said, "You remember the movie, The Grumpy Old Man?" and she said, "Yeah." "Then they had another movie, The Grumpier Old Man?" and she said, "Yeah." I said, "Well, I'm the later, grumpier old man." So she's called me, 'Grumpy' ever since.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. PADGETT: We get along about as well, but she calls me, 'Grumpy' all the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. You were telling me earlier that you went on a trip to Washington. Why don't you tell me about that trip?
MR. PADGETT: It was just a one day trip.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. It was the Honor Air, wasn't it?

MR. PADGETT: The Honor Air took us and they had buses there to bus us, you know, all over, all over the place. It was a downpour of rain all day long.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it?

MR. PADGETT: It would have been a very joyous... It was enjoyable anyway but we had, they furnished us ponchos and a hat.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: You know, a rain hat, whatever, to wear when we'd get off and on the buses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: And we traveled around in the rain all day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: We watched the changing of the guards, you know, there at the, where the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Unknown Soldier.

MR. PADGETT: Unknown Soldier grave, we stood out there in a downpour of rain and watched them changing guards.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: And it was a, it was a beautiful, all the places were so well kept. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: The yards and the grass was all trimmed so nicely, but we just, but it was just a one day trip. We came back that night.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MR. PADGETT: But it was very enjoyable. That's what some of the people wanted me to make speeches about it, you know, here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: But I had to turn them down. I just, I just was scared to do it. I've never had... I've had people try to put me in business and people that had money that wanted to build a, build a grocery store and stock it and everything for me and just let me pay them back out of the profits that we would make.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: But I didn't have the confidence that we'd ever make the profit, you know. I had two different people try to do that but I just didn't have the, I didn't have the confidence in myself. I made a lot of money for other people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: But, I mean, I was afraid I couldn't do it for that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: But I just always worked, you know, for other people. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Which is an honorable and noble thing.

MR. PADGETT: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: If that's what you want to do. So, now when you came, when you first came in 1950, the, let's see, oh, I guess the gates had just opened, hadn't they?
MR. PADGETT: Yeah, they'd opened.

MR. MCDANIEL: They opened in '49, the year before you came. So the gates have always been open. You basically came right when, right when the gates opened and not long after that, so it's been an open city ever since you came here.

MR. PADGETT: Yeah, yeah, it has been.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, how did you feel about coming to Oak Ridge knowing that this was the place that helped create the atomic bomb and end the war?

MR. PADGETT: I was kind of proud of it. I was, I was, you know ... And we found out, you know, over there when the bomb was dropped and everything ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true.
MR. PADGETT: ... about what, you know, what Oak Ridge had to do with it and everything, so ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: And this was, basically, I mean, you know, home. This area, anyway, you know ... You weren't very ... you didn't grow up very far from Oak Ridge.

MR. PADGETT: No. And my family was, like I say, well not my family but my wife's family ...

MR. MCDANIEL: They were working here, weren't they?

MR. PADGETT: ... worked up here, you know, and lived here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. PADGETT: So I was kind of proud of it, you know. Boasted a little about it, I guess. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MR. PADGETT: But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did your wife, did she enjoy Oak Ridge? Did she like it here and what did she do?

MR. PADGETT: She didn't work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: She just stayed home. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: And took care of, you know, took care of the house. She did all the yardwork like your wife was doing. She wouldn't let me mow the yard, she wouldn't think I did a good enough job on it. (laughter) She mowed the yard and painted the house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: She was, well, she was a tomboy in that sense.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: She did everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: She would, and like I say, I worked all the time. I worked too long hours all those years there at the Brunner's.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: I used to tell people her and her sister that lived up here earlier, they even painted the outside of the house. And people would think I was kidding when I was talking about it and wanted to know if I didn't help, you know, paint. I said, "Well, I helped the ladder, I helped hold the ladder when she climbed around on the real high end of the house." They thought I was a-joking but I wasn't.

MR. MCDANIEL: My, my.

MR. PADGETT: But she was just, she was just a hard, hard worker and just loved being home and taking care of things. She worked a little bit off and on when we were down in Englewood. The fellow that I told you about that had this grocery store, you know, that I took this training in, he also had a little hardware store there.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was the name, can you remember the name of the grocery store?

MR. PADGETT: Armstrong's.

MR. MCDANIEL: Armstrong's. Ok, I want to remember that because I want to ask my mother, because my mother's still living and I want to ask her about that. So, Armstrong's.

MR. PADGETT: Armstrong's Grocery. It was there where they built the post office there now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, yeah.
MR. PADGETT: Or maybe the post office is across the street.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...

MR. PADGETT: But it was right in that area. But yeah, he was a cattle trader and he had this, he had another furniture store over in Athens, he had this little thing there. So she would, she would keep that and everything, work in it a day or two or something. Olin Armstrong was the one that had this and his wife operated this little furniture store there in Englewood.

MR. MCDANIEL: In Englewood.
MR. PADGETT: So she would go down there and stay for her while she went and did things.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. PADGETT: But yeah, we even kill, killed the beef. See, he was, he was a cattle trader [inaudible] so we killed our own beef.

MR. MCDANIEL: You slaughtered it.
MR. PADGETT: Slaughtered the beef in those, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.

MR. PADGETT: And broke them down and cut the steaks and everything in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: And like I say, I was only 20 years old then, I guess, 20 years old.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: But I did all of it. Worked at it and did it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well that's great. That's great. What have I not asked you about that you want to talk about?

MR. PADGETT: Well, like I said, I don't know of anything that interesting that anybody would really want to, you know, to know about me. I just like people and always got along with people.

MR. MCDANIEL: And did you ever think about leaving Oak Ridge?
MR. PADGETT: No, no, not really.

MR. MCDANIEL: You liked it.
MR. PADGETT: Mmm-hmmm. I bought cemeteries, wife and I, when we first came to Oak Ridge, the cemetery out at Claxton, you know, the one out there? We bought, my wife and I bought four and her sister bought four next to each other there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. PADGETT: And I wish that I'd a, I wish that I had had them transfer it over to this cemetery, you know, before I used them, but now my wife's buried out there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: So would have been a little closer to go see about her and put flowers on her grave, but she's buried out there and her sister's buried there, but that's the only ones that's been used of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: But I still have the other ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Other three.
MR. PADGETT: Well, the one for me already has the copper thing down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.

MR. PADGETT: I'll get a plaque from service when I die.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: They furnish this thing to go on it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, exactly. Now, you said you had a son?
MR. PADGETT: Yes, now he's 57 years old now. He lives there with me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MR. PADGETT: His wife died with MRSA staff ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MR. PADGETT: .. two and a half years ago. Course, she dealt with it about five years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did she?
MR. PADGETT: We spent worlds of money. You know what MRSA staff is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, yes ...

MR. PADGETT: She had about 17 surgeries.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MR. PADGETT: But it finally got her after, after about five years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: She died two and a half years ago and, course my wife was dead, so he's moved in with me and lives there with ... He does the cooking and the dish washing 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, well that's good.

MR. PADGETT: And, course, now he was injured four and a half years ago, he was injured and was in a wheelchair for about a year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MR. PADGETT: But he gets around now, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: But now, he worked in Auto Zones and he managed a couple of the Auto Zones, you know, in the earlier years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: Had a good job, made good money.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: But, course, now he's just on disability and being there with me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right. Well that's good, though, that you have somebody there with you.

MR. PADGETT: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You're not by yourself. So, and he's got kids you said? He's got children? Excuse me.

MR. PADGETT: Sure. My oldest granddaughter, which is his oldest daughter, she's a nurse now. She lives over in Clinton.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. PADGETT: She's a nurse, she does home health care for Covenant Health.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: Then I've got the middle granddaughter, she lives over in Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: And the youngest, the youngest, she lives over there in Clinton with her half-sister.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right.

MR. PADGETT: Which is her half-sister there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. PADGETT: But she's working here at this Jersey Mac in the [inaudible] building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah.
MR. PADGETT: She works there making those sandwiches and things there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Well there you go.
MR. PADGETT: The ... So, you're almost 89, been in Oak Ridge for 65 years. 
MR. MCDANIEL: I have two questions for you. How much longer are you going to work? And are you going to stay in Oak Ridge?
MR. PADGETT: Yeah, definitely will stay in Oak Ridge and I had hoped to work until I'm 90 which is almost a year and a half.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: But I don't know if I'll make that or not.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: It just depends on how my health stays.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is your health in pretty good shape?
MR. PADGETT: Yeah, I've had -- I didn't tell any of this. I've had about every surgery in the book.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. PADGETT: Starting out with back surgery about 45 years ago.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, wow.

MR. PADGETT: I had back surgery over in Knoxville and that turned out OK.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: And I've had both carotid artery surgeries. Had one of those over in Knoxville before they started doing them here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: And the other one done here. I had double hernia surgery and...

MR. MCDANIEL: Because all that working just wore you out, didn't it?

MR. PADGETT: Yeah, it did. But I recovered real quickly from all those surgeries.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. PADGETT: And I had triple bypass heart surgery about 13 years ago.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?

MR. PADGETT: But I was out doing my grocery shopping two weeks after I had the triple bypass heart surgery.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: We were, at that time, we were just discovering that my wife was going into this, you know, to this Alzheimer's.

MR. MCDANIEL: Alzheimer's, right.

MR. PADGETT: But I recovered real quickly from that and then, a couple of years ago, I had, I got my foot infected and I got that infection in my big toe on my left foot and it got infected and they couldn't heal it up. I wasn't being able to heal it up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: I found out I didn't have hardly any blood flow ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.

MR. PADGETT: ... going down to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Your foot.
MR. PADGETT: ... that. So I had three vascular surgeries ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you?
MR. PADGETT: ... before they ever got enough blood down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MR. PADGETT: But I spent, I was off from work almost nine months.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, wow.

MR. PADGETT: And I spent ... I spent about seven months of that going to the wound care center here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you? Yeah, yeah.
MR. PADGETT: I spent about, two different occasions ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. PADGETT: ... I spent 43 days in that, what I call the gas chamber up there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, sure.

MR. PADGETT: ... that oxygen ...

MR. MCDANIEL: The oxygen tank.
MR. PADGETT: ... oxygen chamber thing. I spent 21 days once and 23 once, I think, in that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my goodness.

MR. PADGETT: But they finally got it cleared up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Got it cleared up.
MR. PADGETT: And I went back to work after almost nine months.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well you've been working, you've been working for years and years with a lot of young people, haven't you?

MR. PADGETT: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: If there's any advice you could give to young people today, what would that be?

MR. PADGETT: Most of the trouble we're having now with them is they like to miss a lot of work, they call in a lot, you know, and most of them do pretty good but some of them just really don't want to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: And I think some of them that they get a job and they just kind of goof off. Maybe their parents insist on them going to work and doing something.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: But some of them even told us, "Well, this job's not really my first priority." I had one of them tell my big boss then, which he's not there now, you know, that he had went to the big boss of the store at that time because I had, he said I was harassing him, you know, because he wasn't doing what he's supposed to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: He went to him to tell him all about what I had ...

MR. MCDANIEL: How mean you were being to him.

MR. PADGETT: Yeah, and he told him, he said, "This job's really not a priority to me." but I think he went ahead and worked another two or three weeks and then he left.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: But now lots of them do good. Right now most of them are really, now some of them resented me back earlier of having to get after them quite a bit about ... Lot of times they want to gather up, two of them bag on one line and somebody be unloading their buggy over here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: They're not supposed to do that, it's supposed to be one of them here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. PADGETT: You know, doing this. So I've had to get after some of them pretty strong, you know, about that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: But the ones that, they've all changed out and the ones of them, I mean, they, they're real protective of me, trying to run help me a minute while they're in between theirs and things like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you'd tell them to show up for work and when you're there, work hard.

MR. PADGETT: Yeah, but now, I don't know, I guess once they get ten years, I don't know what the school teachers call it there, but once they've been there so long, you know, and they join the union.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: Then it's a little harder to get rid of them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. PADGETT: But we have an awful lot of call-ins. Right now we're a little short on the baggers that we have.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. PADGETT: And almost every day one or two of them calls in.

MR. MCDANIEL: Calls in.
MR. PADGETT: Oh, I can't come to work today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, my.
MR. PADGETT: They put up signs three or four months ago that excessive calling in, you know, was being a problem.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: And they could be disciplined for it up to discharge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: But they're still calling in and they're still not coming but they don't ...

MR. MCDANIEL: My goodness.
MR. PADGETT: ... they don't get rid of them. And to me, when I had the, when I was the manager down at this store, I was real nice to them, extremely nice, but I expected them to do what I told them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: And so some of 'me that would start, "Oh, we don't want to do that, we should do this, this is a better way." And I would just tell them, said, "Now, if there's somewhere that will let you work and do it your way, then you go there."

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: But as long as you're here, you're going to do it the way we do." And just let them fire themselves. I mean, you don't stay here if that's what you're going to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. PADGETT: And that worked pretty good.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did it?
MR. PADGETT: And some of them, they would call me up and say, "Well, I can't, I can't come to work, my mother's not here to bring me to work." And I would say, Well, at that time you could get a cab for a dollar and a half.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. PADGETT: And they made about $12 for coming down and working that four or five hours. I says, "Get you a cab and come on to work. I'll take you home when we close up." You know, that type of thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MR. PADGETT: But even back then we had a lot of them that didn't necessarily want to come in, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah.
MR. PADGETT: But, as a whole, you know, most of them do pretty good, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, Hoyt, I appreciate you taking time to talk with me. I really do. It's been enjoyable and it's been interesting to hear about your life your time here in Oak Ridge.

MR. PADGETT: Well, like I say, I don't know anything about it would be that exciting to write about.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's all right. Very good. Well, I'll turn this off and I'll get you disconnected. Thank you.

MR. PADGETT: You're welcome.

[End of Interview]
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