ORAL HISTORY OF DR. CHARLES E. NORMAND

Interviewed by Joan Carden and Ada Misek

Representatives of the Oak Historical Society

April 25, 1972

At the home of Dr. Charles E. Norman and his wife, Hazel.

This is April 25, 1972 and two representatives of the Oak Ridge Historical Society were able to come to Dr. Charles E. Normand and his wife, Hazel.  And we’re going to interview them today.

Interviewer:  Dr. Normand, would you tell us when you first came to Oak Ridge?  Dr. Normand:  My first trip to Oak Ridge was in April of 1942 in fact just about this time of year.  I haven’t the exact date but I remember the fresh green foliage and the lush leaves looking very much as they do now, when I first came here.  My knowledge of Oak Ridge goes back a little further than that.  In the late summer or early fall of ’42, we, who were working at Berkeley, learned that a site had been selected on which a plant, production plant, would be built, utilizing the equipment and work that we had been doing at Berkeley over the past year or more.  At that time the place had no name.  It was merely referred as “the site” and we were very carefully not told where it was, in what section of the country.  All that we knew was some facts about the location that we needed to know in our design of equipment.  That we were told, for instance, that the average rain fall was very high.  That the average temperature and the temperature range were definitely southern.  That there was plenty of electricity but no gas.  So facts like that enabled us to make a pretty fair guess as to where “the site” was located or the general area of the country.  And then the following April, a group of four men from the radiation lab were sent out for a series of conferences with the Stone and Webster Construction people, who had started work on the Y-12 plant.  I was one of the four.  We were told that we were going out to “the site” which was now referred to a little more specifically as Clinton Engineer Works though we still didn’t know where it was.  As a matter of fact, when we got on the train to come out, the senior member of our party had all of our tickets in a sealed envelope and we weren’t allowed to open it until we got on the train and were out of town on the way out here.  That gave rise to a little problem, because at that time, two or three of my children had mumps and Hazel had an abscessed tooth and she was rather reluctant for me to go off to parts unknown and unnamed without her knowing where I was going.  So I took that up with the authorities at the Laboratory to see if I couldn’t give her an address where she could reach me.  But the best I got out of them was a telephone number of a security man in Berkeley that she could call and he would know where to get in touch with me if she needed to.  Well, so somewhere between Oakland and Sacramento, on the train, we opened the envelope and found out that we were ticketed to Knoxville, Tennessee.   The arrangements for our meeting our people in Knoxville wasn’t very good, but we checked in at the Andrew Johnson Hotel.  We had instructions that far, and started inquiring as to how one got out to the Clinton Engineer Works, which was a mistake.  We should have waited for Stone and Webster’s representatives to find us, for we got sent to an Army headquarters there in Knoxville, where they set up temporary headquarters in an old automobile sales room.  While we were sitting waiting for the Captain to talk to us, he was interviewing a man and his son from up in the hills trying to contract for the delivery of cattle on the hoof to supply meat for the cafeterias that they were going to build in Oak Ridge.  The hassling wasn’t over price; it was over whether the man could deliver the number of cattle he was contracting to deliver.  Well in time, that interview was over and Captain O’Hara was as ignorant of who we were as we were of the fact that he was even in existence, so we got sent back to the hotel to wait for Stone and Webster.  Then the next morning one of the Stone and Webster men brought us out and that was my first actual experience with Oak Ridge.  

We came out the Clinton Highway and up the River Road from Clinton to Elza Gate and it was through Elza Gate that we made our entrance.  There one of the things that impressed me was the size of the operation, because a little bare hill, rocky hill top where the building housing the Publications and Information Division is now, they had stacked crated bathtubs covering that whole hilltop, waiting to be put into houses, none of which were built yet.  But a whole hilltop covered with bathtubs stacked three layers deep was an impressive introduction to the place.  Well at that time we reported to the Administration Building which is the old AEC Building, it was torn down after the present one was built.  It was about half built at that time.  The west end was completed.  Stone and Webster occupied the whole west wing.  I believe we could enter at the center, what was the main entrance, but everything to our left was still under construction.  It didn’t even have the roof on what was finally the eastern most wing.  Well we were here for a number of days.  Oh, the town site, Jackson Square hadn’t even started taking shape.  Tennessee Avenue, I remember, was bulldozed off, the trees had been bulldozed out of it so you could see where it was.  The only sign of housing was in the Elm Grove district where there were quite a few dozen, perhaps a hundred or more houses under construction.  The state of construction was that the foundations had been laid and the chimneys built.  That was the way they built them, the foundations: the chimneys and then they had something to prop the house up against as they put it up.  But there was no house far enough along that you could even see what the housing was going to look like at that time. 

While we were here we had business over at Y-12.  I remember one of the men I was riding with needed to come out to where they were just building the pumping station just down the river here, that was to supply all the water for Oak Ridge.  So that was just under construction, so of course we had no water works.  The dormitories over in Jackson, near Jackson Square were taking shape though none were nearly completed yet.  Y-12 had nothing above ground, it was all foundations.  You could see the outlines of many buildings but nothing had gone beyond the ground level at that time.  Of course I didn’t see, and incidentally, all these interviews you’ll find are very one-sided and unbalanced, I didn’t see what was going on over in the X-10 valley and I knew that Mr. Jones was doing something up toward K-25.  But the security was of such a nature that you didn’t ask questions about things that weren’t your business.   So for a very long time, I knew very little of what was going on in those areas.   I thought Oak Ridge of being built in order to house the people that worked at Y-12.  

Interviewer:  You knew nothing about the other plants?  

Dr. Normand:  I knew there was something going on there, and sometime about then I knew that the K-25, the work up there was, the term K-25 and Y-12 and so on hadn’t been coined then, I knew that other processes for producing fissionable material was being worked on in those areas by the people from Columbia and the people from the University of Chicago, respectively.  But beyond that, we knew very, very little.  

Then after that trip which was my earliest introduction to Oak Ridge, I was back at Berkeley for about a month and a half.  And then by that time, Tennessee Eastman had come in as the operating company for the Y-12 plant which Stone and Webster was building.  I was sent out permanently to work with the Stone and Webster people during the construction period and arrived again in Knoxville sometime around or slightly after the middle of June, I think.  So it was only about a month and a half later.  I stayed at the Andrew Johnson Hotel for about three days and then we got the good word that a dormitory for men had been finished.  There had been one or two dormitories for women finished earlier and they were occupied.  But the first men’s dormitory, all of us who were staying in Knoxville, which was twenty or thirty of our group, were moved out and in to the first dormitory.  We got there ahead of much of the furniture.  We did have beds and then every night when you’d come back to your dormitory room was sort of a game.  You look around to see what new had come in during the day.  One day it was a wastebasket and the next day it was curtain at the window.  The next day a little writing desk.  And there we stayed for, well until the houses were finished and we could get our families out.  

Interviewer:  When did Mrs. Normand come out…
Dr. Normand:  Mrs. Normand, I went off and left her in Berkeley and the family, and I suppose it was agreed that you (speaking to Mrs. Normand) were going to go back to Texas to our hometown and get an apartment for some months until a house was available.  Then in, when was it that you moved from Texas? 

Mrs. Normand:  About the middle of July.  We went to Gatlinburg and my husband came up every Wednesday night, he and a group of workers from here, and also on Saturday nights.  They were working all day Saturdays then.  The next morning we would have to get up on Thursday morning at 5 o’clock in order for them to have breakfast and get back down here to work on time.  We stayed up there for six weeks.  In fact we stayed, I put the twin boys in school up there for about three weeks because it’d give them something to do, and they just thought it was wonderful.  They were in the 7th grade then.  But our little girl was five years younger didn’t like it so well because the teacher brought out a paddle the first day and it scared her, so I didn’t have her go back again.  Then when we got housing here in Oak Ridge, it was sometime in September of ’43.  We lived just a block from Jackson Square on Geneva Lane just up Georgia in a D house there.  It was just about the time that Elm Grove School started and all of the three children were in that.  The first day of school there were no chairs, no table.  There was nothing in the room and a few things would come in just as they did in the dormitories.  The children, the bigger children like our boys, would set up the tables and bring in the chairs and do all that sort of thing.  Of course it rained every day and they’d track in much more mud than they could keep swept out.  The boys were in the 7th grade and there were 30 children in their room and they were representing 29 different states.  

That first year was very interesting because there were no organizations much.  We helped organize the United Church at the little Chapel on the Hill but that met down in the recreation room to begin with, Recreation Hall.  And I remember distinctly that first Christmas, that before Christmas I would go down every day, down to Jackson Square to get enough food for the family for the day because so little was available.  And of course no milk was delivered or anything in that sort.  So between Thanksgiving and Christmas it was announced over the loud speaker that they would get in turkeys and if we would line up, that they would give us numbers to come back and get turkeys for Christmas.  So I got my number and then the time when I was supposed to appear to get the turkey, that certain day I got in line and I got up to the counter and they said, well, they were sorry, but the turkeys were all gone, and they wouldn’t be getting in anymore.   So I said, well what do you have and they said, well we had this half a ham that we’d let you have.  So I said, well, I thought that was fine, a very good substitute for a turkey.  So I took it home, and on Christmas morning I put it in the oven and wasn’t in there longer than 15 minutes, and I looked in and it was just like sawdust in the bottom of the pan. So the next day I took it back and I asked them what had happened and they said, well it had been pumped too much.  Whatever that meant, I’m not quite sure but anyway we had a very good Christmas in spite of all that because as had been our custom, we would always invite neighbors to come in.  So the few days before Christmas Eve I just went up and down our street and any light I could see on I’d knock on the door and ask them if they didn’t want to come to our house Christmas Eve for a little Christmas Eve party.  So we had a very nice gathering.  I imagine about 15 people and we sang carols and read the Christmas story out of the Bible and Dickens’s Christmas Carol story and then we had a few refreshments.  Of course not very much, because wasn’t too much available then.  And then when it came to presents for the next morning, things were rather scarce then and I apologized afterwards to the family that this Christmas didn’t come up to standard and they said, Oh, Mother, that’s the best Christmas we ever had.  I guess that was the last one that they remembered about.  

Of course the children and families all just stayed in one little neighborhood more or less, and we got very, very familiar with and friendly with everyone around in our section of the town.  We’d see people coming from Florida and further up that way and going down to Jackson Square, I would ask them what they were going for, and they’d say well they’d heard that there was some meat down there or some bacon or a pound of oleo or something else.  So I’d immediately grab up my purse and go along too.  And I remember one time a neighbor across the street got in line down at a store Downtown, she didn’t know what they were selling but when she got up to the front they were selling shirts, and she found one but it wasn’t her husband’s size so she sold it to Dot for him and that was a new shirt that he had that winter.  So the times were very interesting that first year here in Oak Ridge.  We loved every minute of it.  

Dr. Normand:  I think it was after I came back in June, that the name Oak Ridge first came into being.  You’d think there would have been a ceremony assigning the name.  There’d been some rumors of what the place might be but it hadn’t been officially named until after that.  So I don’t know just what the date was when Oak Ridge became official, nor do I know the exact date when the first post office opened.  We didn’t get mail here at a post office for some time after, for the shopping center was not completed.  The cafeteria and the laundry were operating. In fact I believe the cafeteria at Jackson Square, the one that burned down a few years ago, opened on a limited basis when I was here in April.  I think that was its opening day.  One day for lunch we didn’t have to use vended sandwiches.  We could go to the cafeteria.  Then while we were living in the dormitory, one wing of the cafeteria was a recreation room where would meet and play ping pong and for some reason we never got to playing bridge there.  Poker was in the dormitories.  There was a perpetual poker game going on all the time.  One of the big events for about once a week, they would get in a shipment of beer.  It would come to the cafeteria, and after dinner, the group from the recreation room would be served beer.  And it was Ben Martin’s job to serve the beer, which has been a matter of embarrassment to Ben ever since.  He’d been brought in as Recreation Director for the whole town at that time and so he was suppose to serve the beer.  Which he did but I don’t think he liked it.  

Interviewer:  I wanted to find out if I understood something.  You actually came permanently to Oak Ridge in the early summer of ’42?  

Dr. Normand:  ’43. 

Interviewer:  ’43, so it was almost a year later after your first visit?  

Dr. Normand:  No, It was in ’43, it was in April of ’43 that I first visited.  Things were moving very fast.  

Interviewer:  Okay, I wanted to get it straight as to how long you all were separated.  Okay, okay it was ’43.  I’d be interested in something about like as you moved around town, I presume there were no sidewalks?  

Dr. Normand:  No sidewalks, no pavement.  The streets had had rock put on them.  In fact they followed a general pattern.  They would bulldoze the streets out, place crushed stone on them and then come along with a big de-ditching machine and dig a trench right down the middle to lay the water main and then it would all have to be done over again.  But it was only rock ballast on the streets with no paving until, I think, until after the war was over.  All of the old-timers tell the story, “this is the only place where you could walk in the mud and have a car go by and throw dust all over you.”  But then they had the boardwalks, which went up through the greenbelt areas in which you could walk down to the shopping center.  From Outer Drive down and to the end of Geneva Lane and over to Jackson Square and down back of the high school and from all that area, those walks made of boards that ramble down, wound around down through the woods.  Wonderful places to take beautiful walks.  

Interviewer:  Are there --????-- of those?  

Dr. Normand:  I don’t know of any.  I think they’ve gone completely, though there’s some talk of restoring some of them as part of this hiking move that’s been going on.  But they were the chief modes of transportation.  Of course we had many buses then after the inhabitants moved in.  After the population got established there were many buses.  The buses were free.  Anybody could ride any bus, anywhere, anytime.  Just you’d get on and hope that the driver knew where he was going and you’d get off. And of course, bus transportation from the main bus terminal down where French’s, near where French’s is now, to all of the plant areas on all schedules.  That area, the bus terminal area and Jackson Square, you’d see almost as many people in there at midnight or at 1 o’clock in the morning as you would any other time.  They were just going and coming all the time.  That was after the plants got into operation, full shift work and so on.  

Interviewer:  You could take a bus from your home to the terminal to go to work?  

Dr. Normand:  If you were too far to walk.  We did a heap of walking then.  Of course some people, we had some carpooling but mostly people relied on buses then.  Gasoline was scarce and cars were irreplaceable, so you walked or you rode buses.  

Interviewer:  As time went by did you become more aware of what was the intent of some of the work that you were doing?  

Dr. Normand:  Well, of course we knew quite well what the work we were, that is I did, what the work we were doing was all about.  I was quite ignorant and we were encouraged to remain ignorant as to what the people in the other plants were doing.  Clear up until after the end of the war that was true, that was a part of the rather remarkable security that was imposed throughout.  

Interviewer:  You had no free discourse between employees of the various plants then?  

Dr. Normand:  It’s really rather remarkable.  I just didn’t know any of the people there.  I don’t know where they were.  All of our neighbors were either Y-12 people, or they were Army people, or they were civilian employees of the Manhattan Project of the Army which included town management and all of that sort of thing.  But I don’t remember that I ever ran into anyone that worked at K-25 or at X-10.  

Interviewer:  --????--  
Dr. Normand:  It is, absolutely.  And it wasn’t that we snooted one another but I still, if I meet a man, well am very hesitant to ask him what he does.  

Interviewer:  Oh really.  Force of habit.  

Dr. Normand:  Just force of habit.  

Mrs. Normand:  The first fall, first cool weather that came, they sent a team of men around to take out our doors and windows and put weather stripping in.  So we nearly froze to death through that cold spell and then it seems that the, in constructing the furnaces, the furnace, the top of the furnaces went too close to the ceilings and a lot of the houses were catching on fire.  So the next cold spell that we had, a group of men came around to cut down the furnace so it wouldn’t be so tall.  After they got through, about 2 o’clock in the afternoon, instead of going on to another place, they just decided they would take off for the afternoon. So I tried to get in the utility room to get my ironing board and the door was locked or something was against the door.  I couldn’t get in and I heard all this commotion going on.  I put my ear down to the key hole and I discovered that they were shooting craps back in there and they were just having them a good time until 4 or 4:30, quitting time came when they could leave.  

Interviewer:  Do you have an estimate of the number of employees at Y-12 when you first came?  

Dr. Normand:  Oh…probably 20 that were here.  They had many more in training out at Berkley, of course, and hired, but they sent them out here only as they had need for them or as they had place to put them.  Now that number increased phenomenally in the very short time, I would say 20 because I’m considering, of course, I’m not talking about construction workers.  There were thousands of them swarming over the place.  

Interviewer:  --????-- Y-12 employees essentially.  Were the shopping facilities government owned or did they bring civilians in to operate these facilities?  

Dr. Normand:  They brought civilians in to operate them.  The buildings were of course government owned and then they contracted with anyone they could get, to come in and put up the business.  The first business that opened, I’m sure I’m right in that, was Williamson’s Drugstore.   They brought over one glass showcase with shaving cream and cosmetics and aspirin and things like that and it was placed in a corner of the cafeteria.  That was our first store.  

Interviewer:  Oh, the first drugstore was in the cafeteria. 

 Dr. Normand:  Was in the cafeteria and it was a drugstore and it was Williamson’s who later moved into the Jackson Square corner up near where the Service Drug….

[Side B]  

Interviewer:  I do want to ask a little about the children.  Where they are currently and what they are doing?  

Mrs. Normand:  Charles is working out at the plant in the Personnel Department. He married the girl, Vivian McKenzie who moved in one day and we moved in next door to them the next day.  She also is, she’s a secretary out at the plant and they have 3 boys.  Then his twin brother is named Tom.  He is living in Oak Ridge and he married a Virginia girl and they have 5 children, and he is with Prudential Life Insurance.  We have the girl, Mary, who is married to Drake Bush. They live in Atlanta, Georgia and they have 2 children.  And Drake is with Harcourt and Brace Publishing Company and he has a division, of all the southern division is his territory.

Interviewer:  We --?try?-- to like your feelings when you heard about the bomb.  Dr. Normand:  Well, I first heard, of course, of it after the Alamogordo Test.  I think like a great many others, would have been very pleased if it had turned out that it didn’t work like the theory said that it should.  But at that time, since it did, I thought it was very well that we knew it, and that we knew it ahead of anyone else.  

Interviewer:  --????-- in the race that we won, huh?  

Mrs. Normand:  When I heard about it I had taken my clothes, I had no washing machine here, and I had taken the family laundry up to someone who lived close to Cedar Hill School.  We were doing our washing together because I could manage to go to town frequently and get washing powder and she had the machine so we did our families’ washing together.  A neighbor next door came running in and told us about it.  I remember we both stopped and tears began just dripping down from our eyes because we couldn’t believe our ears because our husbands didn’t tell us anything.  We knew they were working on something secret but we didn’t know what.  

Interviewer:  The magnitude was this?  

Mrs. Normand:  Yes.  

Interviewer:  Were there adjustments among your neighbors, I mean the rationale and all this, I suspected was very much a topic of discussion and… 

Dr. Normand:  Oh yes.  Though on the whole, I don’t think it was as upsetting as one might think.  One of course still wonders about the advisability of using a live bomb as it did but, that certainly isn’t a scientific question, and the fact that it’s possible to build one means that one was going to be built.  So I’ve never suffered from any great guilt complex because I was associated with it.

Interviewer:  Dr. Normand could you tell us something about what you did toward building the bomb?  All that part of your work, now that the war’s over. 

Dr. Normand:  Literally there’s nothing to it.  I had charge of seeing that they were able to maintain, get and maintain high vacuum in the equipments they were working with.  The electromagnetic separation depends on your sending an ion beam through a high vacuum with nothing there to interfere with the ions in their path.  So we were confronted when we came here, or when we planned to come here, with the problem of producing high, really very high, vacuum in very large equipment in very large numbers, and make it work for days at a time and then take it all down and put it back together and make it work again.  So they had a problem in vacuum technology that had never been approached before and I happened to have been tapped out at Berkeley, to see if the vacuum equipment could be built and would work.  So that was my contribution.  So I have taken much, much kidding ever since as being the man that knows more about nothing than anyone else.  

Mrs. Normand:  I’m afraid I had some deep guilt feelings of when through our church a Dr. --?Maxamoda?-- who was in charge of this girl’s school over in Hiroshima came and spoke.  In fact he was a guest at our home.  When he told about his wife was killed and several of his children were seriously injured and 250 girls from his school were killed.  The fact that he held no resentment seemingly against the people in Oak Ridge and just talked about that there had to be, come about peace between Christians of all nations.  

Interviewer:  I’d like to hear a little bit more though about the schools, Mrs Normand. What kind of teachers did they have?  Where did they get the teachers?  

Mrs. Normand:  The teachers came from everywhere and dozens and dozens of them were hired, before the schools were built.  And some of them worked as maids in the dormitories and some of them worked out at the plants and some of them liked it so well out at the plants that they resigned from their jobs as teaching in the schools.  I imagine that the majority of them, the classroom teachers, came from Kentucky and Tennessee and North Carolina and neighboring states.  

Interviewer:  Did you feel the quality of the teaching was what you desired for your children?  

Mrs. Normand:  Well, like in everything else there were good, bad and very excellent.  So, on the whole I think Oak Ridge schools had, they offered plenty and if our children didn’t always take advantage of it, I think it was the fault of our children or maybe of us, rather than the schools.   

Interviewer:  You said that you all helped organize that Chapel on the Hill.  How many members did you start out with? Tell us a little bit about that?  

Mrs. Normand:  We didn’t attend the first meeting and I believe there were about 10 people who did.  

Dr. Normand:  10 or 20, a small number.  Tom Dunigan was the man that was in on that and Dave Cardwell.  

Mrs. Normand:  Dr. Larsen, B.M. Larsen was hired by the Army to organize the United Church and all, it was the only place for church people to go.  The Jews met on Friday night, the Catholics met at early morning mass and then after the Protestants were through at 12 o’clock, and then the Protestants all met together as the United Church in those early days.  At one time there were as many as 9 or 10 branches of the little Chapel on the Hill all over the town.  But after the war was over, then most of those were shut down and other churches came in and built their own churches.  

Dr. Normand:  That took place even during the war.  The Army’s attitude was that they would provide a meeting place for Jews, Catholics and Protestants, and then leave it up to the individual denominations to organize and set up their own churches.  They met, the various denominations met, in movie houses, or in school auditoriums.  They made public buildings available to them as meeting places and the organization of the various denominations started in almost at once.  But they continued to meet in these public buildings that they were not provided, the Army provided on the one, well there were two or three of those little chapels over the area.  They did not attempt to provide meeting places, sanctuaries for denominational groups.  It was only after the war that land was made available on which they could build and they got out of their public building meeting places.  They met everywhere.  You’d go down, I think the Methodist used to meet down in one of the theaters, the Baptist in another.  

Interviewer:  They must have had some fun scheduling weddings. Did anyone get married here in Oak Ridge?  

Dr. Normand:  Oh yes. The Chapel on the Hill was the favorite place for weddings.  I don’t know what the other, I just don’t know at all whether they ever had weddings in say, the movie theatre, I just don’t recall that.

Interviewer:  After the war I suspect that, or after construction possibly, the Oak Ridge population sort of decreased when the construction workers left.  

Dr. Normand:  There must have been a drop when the construction workers left.  They were still building clear up to the end but there must have been some drop with the leaving of the construction workers. 

Interviewer:  But not possibly beyond say the 30,000 population Oak Ridge now has.  Is this right? 

Dr. Normand:  No, I think up until the end of the war the population was 50 or 60 thousand.  You see we had this enormous number of young unattached dormitory residents.  Either they were unmarried or only the worker came and left his family at home because he couldn’t get any other place to live.  The number of dormitories that we had is, that would be an interesting bit of statistic to get back together, just how many dormitory residents we had here.  There were literally thousands of them.  See the whole area where the Garden Apartments is now was covered with dormitories. Oh yes.  And all the space below, down where the YW has their buildings and so on, there are a few of those dormitories left, but there were many more then.  

Interviewer:  What did these single people do for recreation?  

Dr. Normand:  Well, they did what single young people do anywhere.  

Interviewer:  I mean were there movies or anything for them to go to?  

Dr. Normand:  Not for a while.  By the time they got in great numbers, they did have two or three movie theaters in operation.  Yes there were movies, square dancing went over big.   There were many, many square dance clubs.  Oh it was the most organizing place you ever saw.  Everybody with an idea set up a new organization of some kind.  

Interviewer:  Like the first movie house, was this some time after your arrival in the Fall of ’43 Oak Ridge?  

Mrs. Normand:  Oh yes, I’m sure it was.  

Interviewer:  And the shopping centers that were developed around town was this after the Fall of ’43, other than Elm Grove? 

Dr. Normand:  I guess the Elm Grove and the Ogden Circle and the Pine Valley, Jefferson Circle and Jackson Square all got into operation at something like the same time.  Jackson Square was the main central shopping center and it was probably open first.  Of course the idea was that there was to be a shopping center within walking distance, originally the idea was there was to be a shopping center within walking distance of all houses, so that you wouldn’t have to have cars or bus transportation.  Then the plans changed until they almost doubled the size of the town over what they had planned.  Originally it was to, the residential area was to be bounded by Tennessee Avenue, California, Outer Drive and Pennsylvania and the streets off of those.  It wasn’t to go either east of California nor was it to go west of Pennsylvania.  And then they branched off and put in West Outer Drive and all that area over there was added as sort of an afterthought.   

Interviewer:  This is why you find that the East Village homes were built in a given use substantially later than the cemestos and so for the Woodland area and West Village home, is this right?  

Dr. Normand:  That’s right.  Yes.  

Interviewer:  I was curious about garbage collection, what happened on that?  Dr. Normand:  Well, it must have been very good because I can’t remember that it was any particular problem.  They did have it.  We didn’t throw it on our neighbors.  

Interviewer:  Well you saved your cans, you know we didn’t have cans then, did we, to waste?  

Dr. Normand:  I don’t remember that.  Do you?  

Mrs. Normand:  Oh yes, I do. We saved the cans and we had very little garbage because we had to eat most everything that was available.  

Interviewer:  And they didn’t wrap things quite as much as they do nowadays, did they? 

Mrs. Normand:  Oh no.

Interviewer:  Dr. Normand, you are retired? 

Dr. Normand:  Yes.  

Interviewer:  When did you retire? 

Dr. Normand:  Oh, ten years ago.  

Interviewer:  What have you been doing in your retirement?  

Dr. Normand:  Well I just haven’t been doing much.  

Interviewer:  Just enjoying living.  

Dr. Normand:  I just thoroughly enjoying it.  

Interviewer:  I can see why, I would never move from this window.  This view is fantastic.  Did you move here since you retired?  

Dr. Normand:  No, we moved here before we retired. In fact we moved here just before the sale of houses went through.  Well as a matter of fact, after our youngest child, our daughter finished high school and we didn’t need the facilities of the school anymore.  About that time the opportunity came to buy land here. We had had our eye on this place for some time and so we took it and built out here.  But then that was several years before my retirement for I commuted from here for a number of years.  

Interviewer:  When were the homes offered to the residents for sale, do you recall?  

Dr. Normand:  Dates I’m not very good on, no. 

Interviewer:  About 1956 wasn’t it?  

Dr. Normand:  Probably was.

Mrs. Normand:  About 15 years ago, because we’ve been living out here 16 years and it was a short time after we came here, that the houses were up for sale.  He’s unusually modest when it comes to the things that he does.  He has a workshop in the basement and he made that grandfather clock for instance.  He’s made a lot of things here in our house, and he keeps the lawn himself and he has a garden.  We take trips about twice a year and after one we do start in saving up enough money to go on another trip.  So we have a good time. 

Interviewer:  Very busy it sounds like. 

Mrs. Normand:  Oh we are busy.  

Interviewer:  Well I don’t believe I have any more questions.  Dr. Normand, can you think of anything else that you might want to say about the history of Oak Ridge or anything?  

Dr. Normand:  Well, no I don’t think of anything else.  

Mrs. Normand:  I think of this, that we had, always had the notion that as soon as retirement time came that we would go back to Texas.  That’s where we had lived twice and where he was born and reared and where all of our families live there now.  But, we fell so in love with East Tennessee and the good friends we’ve made in Oak Ridge that we wouldn’t think of living any place else except right here.  

Interviewer:  That’s good to hear.  You contribute a lot to this historical society in the next few years.  We’re really going to get busy and work on this.  

Dr. Normand:  Well good.  

Interviewer:  Well, Dr. Normand we really thank you and Mrs. Normand for letting us come and interview you.  

Dr. Normand:  Well we enjoyed it. Really we love to talk, you know when these people that were here in ’43 get together, they can just bring more old and inaccurate memories.  

Mrs. Normand:  We have the ‘43 organization that meets, perhaps someone has told you about that, and it meets several times a year.  But the big event is the dinner right before Christmas and we have as many as 100 people who come to that.  

Interviewer:  Could we come to that and maybe talk to some of those people at that time?  

Mrs. Normand:  Oh I’m sure you could.  

Dr. Normand:  As I said they all love to talk.

Interviewer:  Well thank you very much, Dr. and Mrs. Normand, for granting us this interview and you all come down to the library and listen to it sometime.  

Dr. Normand:  Well thank you.

Mrs. Normand:  You’re at the library out at the plant?

Interviewer:  No, I work in Clinton Equipment Division and Joan works for Aycock, so we’re just doing this part-time. 

[Break in tape] 

Interviewer:  What would we have liked to interview him for?  

Dr. Normand:  Oh I say General Groves would have been interesting because I’m sure he would have thought that all of this was done by the Army.  Just as I’m sure it was all done by the people from Berkeley.  
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