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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is February 17, 2016, and I'm at my studio here in Oak Ridge and I'm talking with Jane Miller. Jane, thank you for taking time to talk with us.

MRS. MILLER: Well, it's my great pleasure, Keith. Glad to be here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me where you were born and raised, something about your family. We'll start at the beginning.

MRS. MILLER: Ok. Well, I was born in Clintwood, Virginia, and my dad was a coal miner. He'd been a World War II veteran. While he and my mom got married and she was 16 and he was 18 and she worked at Tennessee Eastman, a war bride, while he was gone and her boss ...

MR. MCDANIEL: In Virginia?

MRS. MILLER: In Kingsport, Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, in Kingsport. 

MRS. MILLER: Kingsport, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where is, where... Now, what did you say the name of the town was?

MRS. MILLER: Clintwood, Virginia's where I was ... So I'm just telling you how I ended up here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, that's fine.

MRS. MILLER: Both my parent's families were from that area. My mom's boss at Eastman told her, he said, “Now, I have to put all these guys back to work that come back from the war. But when you're, if you'll let me do that first, I'll give your husband a job and you all can both work here.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MRS. MILLER: My dad was impatient, of course, as many of them were. So, he went back to his roots and worked in the coal mines for 10 years, actually.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, wow.
MRS. MILLER: So, before he came to Oak Ridge. So, we lived right next door to my grandparents, my mom's mom and dad and there was lots of grandchildren. But I'm just so glad when I go back over there to visit and it's so interesting. It's not changed very much. I'm so glad I live in Oak Ridge and got to come here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it very far from Kingsport?
MRS. MILLER: It's about two hours.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, was it? Ok. So ...

MRS. MILLER: About two hours, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right so, it's in the mountains, it was in the back ...
MRS. MILLER: Population about 500.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MILLER: And their claim to fame these days is they've built some prisons over there. They've got a big Red Onion Mountain Prison there and, because so many coal miners lost their jobs, they can get people for $10 an hour.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: Plus, you know, the prisoners can't escape and it's these high security level, they've got the ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Kind of like Brushy Mountain. Kind of like when James Earl Ray tried to escape from Brushy Mountain.

MRS. MILLER: Only worse, only worse, the mountains over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure.

MRS. MILLER: Yes. So, but it is really interesting. Me and my husband went back over there a couple of years ago and we drove right to my house. There's a young girl and her husband, they live in let's see, they live in my grandparents' house and her father and mother live in the house we lived in. They just kind of switched.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.

MRS. MILLER: So, I started talking to her. She's a nurse at the prison and she was just so nice. She said, she, somehow we got on it, I said, “We've got a city hall here,” and she said, “Yes.” I said, “Well, I'm the mayor pro-tem, vice mayor in the city I live in," and she said, “My best friend's the mayor.”  I said, “Well, that's so cool.” I said, “I might just come over here and run against her.” I said, “You know, hometown girl returns.” And she said, “Well, bring it!” (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, bring it. That's right.

MRS. MILLER: But  ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, they were, so, he went back after the war and went ...
MRS. MILLER: Went in the coal mines.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... in the coal mines for 10 years. And what made him decide to come to Oak Ridge.

MRS. MILLER: Well, the work was really slowing down there. A lot of the people there went to Detroit, some of my uncles went to Detroit. So, that was his two choices. But my mom had met a good friend, or met a lady at Eastman and her and her husband had come here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. MILLER: So, they'd kept up with them, and so, they said why don't you come down to Oak Ridge? Well, he came and they interviewed him and, you know, he was wanting to go to work and everything but they never would call him. So, he, finally he just called them and he said, “Look, I've got to go to work. I'm going to go to Detroit if you don't, you know, let me know something by Monday.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: He, they said, “Well, can you just report to work Monday?” That's how fast things went then, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: Lot more, faster ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: What was this, mid-50s?

MRS. MILLER: Fifty-four.

MR. MCDANIEL: Fifty-four. Ok.
MRS. MILLER: In 1954.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right.

MRS. MILLER: So, they got a truck and brought it, everything, got a place to live and we were in housekeeping by the next week. First place we lived in in Oak Ridge, we lived on East Vance Road in the E2 apartment. We lived, then we moved to Illinois Avenue right above Heritage Church.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where ... How many kids were in the family then?

MRS. MILLER: Just me and my sister.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MILLER: She's four and a half years older than me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MILLER: So, there's just the two of us. So she was in school, I was not.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: But, and I remember a little bit of that, but, of moving here and everything, but not so much as she does. But, I know my mother said that my dad thought working at Y-12 was just the greatest. You got a clean uniform every day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?

MRS. MILLER: Yeah, yeah, because, you know, they came home from the mines black.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure, sure ...
MRS. MILLER: And they had a special shower in my grandparents' house because they couldn't even go in the house like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MRS. MILLER: A clean uniform every day and she just, they just thought ... ‘Course he took the less pay ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MILLER: ... but she said the streets were clean, because over there it's just coal dust.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, sure, sure ...
MRS. MILLER: It's still like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely.
MRS. MILLER: It's just a totally different world.

MR. MCDANIEL: Kind of reminds me of, I grew up in Kingston. My dad was a machinist at the steam plant. They had, when they left their shift, when they left to go home, they would run their cars through a, it was like an automatic water spray system, to wash the ash off the cars before they came home.

MRS. MILLER: Oh, gosh! Oh, wow, that was just a ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But it was on their feet. You know, my dad would take his shoes off before he came in the house because he'd have the coal ash on his feet from where he walked to his car in the parking lot. So, you know ... 

MRS. MILLER: Wow. You know, we didn't know the physical dangers of all that at the time. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MILLER: Never thought about it. Just ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's true.
MRS. MILLER: Just did what we had to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, so you got here in '54 and you grew up in Oak Ridge.

MRS. MILLER: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: I guess you, you've been here ever since.

MRS. MILLER: I've been here ever since.

MR. MCDANIEL: Been here ever since.
MRS. MILLER: Uh-huh, I went to Willow Brook and then I went to Robertsville, then Oak Ridge High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me about that. Tell me about growing up in Oak Ridge. What do you remember about the schools? Any teachers or any things that you participated in?

MRS. MILLER: Oh, well, I know Willow Brook. I just, I loved going to school.  I, you know, and before coming to Oak Ridge, I'd never stayed with anybody except grandparents or relatives. I'd never stayed in daycare. Well, my mom started working at J.C. Penney's, they'd just opened here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?

MRS. MILLER: Yeah, so she used to, at three years old, I stayed with a next-door neighbor. She would watch me on Illinois Avenue, leave their house, you know, I walked out with her. She watched me go to the lady's house as she's driving off, she never actually saw me go in her house. So, my mom was a real neatnik, and so I didn't like staying with this lady because I thought her house was dirty. (laughter) So, anyway, one day I just didn't want to go, so I went back home. I remember, I do remember this: I was sitting in our living room and just, you know, by myself, sitting there. I don't know what my plan was. 

MR. MCDANIEL: How old were you?
MRS. MILLER: Three. (laughter) 

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MILLER: I don't know what my plan was, but the phone rang and it was our, a neighbor across the street and her husband, actually, was my dad's supervisor at Y-12. Then, I knew them and still knew him when I went to Y-12 he was still there. But they, she said, “Jane,” she said, “why didn't you go to Trula's today?” I said, “I just didn't want to,” whatever I said. She said, “Well, why don't I just call your mom. Would you like to come over and spend the day with me?” I said, “Yes.” And I loved to go there because she had a baby. Here I was three-years-old but she had a baby.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MRS. MILLER: Plus, she was real little and she'd let me wear her dress up clothes, so ... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: It just goes to show you how things have changed. Today, I mean, you'd take your three-year-old in the house and make sure the door was locked, you know, and chained before left the house.

MRS. MILLER: Oh, yes, absolutely.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, absolutely.
MRS. MILLER: And they'd make you show your ID to make sure you was the right parents.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.

MRS. MILLER: When you come back to get them, right?

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly, exactly.

MRS. MILLER: It was true, it was crazy.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's amazing.

MRS. MILLER: But, I went to Willow Brook School from kindergarten on and, like I said, I hadn't ever stayed very much so ... I remember one day in kindergarten, my most memorable time was, there was a storm. It was unbelievable. Like you said, times have changed. They would not have let us out in a storm like that, and it was blowing us, knocking us down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: And my mom and dad came to pick me up and my dad just had to, you know, run and get me and put me in the car. I made him go back and get a friend of mine, too. (laughter) I remember that really well. But I ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Was that Willow Brook?
MRS. MILLER: Willow Brook, uh-huh. But I loved Willow Brook, it was a great school and as I've visited back there for ballgames and things ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: ... since then, it was just, it's just like it was. It's just as clean, the views are nice, it's really nice. I went to the playground, they called it the playground then, but it was the summer program.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: I spent a lot of time there because I could walk there. Then, my parents built a house in 1961 on Independence Lane.

MR. MCDANIEL: Tell me where that is. Where is it?

MRS. MILLER: It's a ... Go through, going toward Oliver Springs, go through Robertsville Road and it's the first street on the left.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I know where that is.
MRS. MILLER: Real nice little neighborhood. My mom still lives there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. MILLER: Uh-huh, she does. So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I think I've interviewed somebody down there, that lived on that street.

MRS. MILLER: Yeah, I'm not surprised. There's ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I don't remember who it was but somebody ...
MRS. MILLER: Wasn't it Mr. Tilley, was it?

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-uh, no ...
MRS. MILLER: Ok, there's a lot of great people who live on that street.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MILLER: Lot of retirees.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, that was still in the neighborhood, I mean, it was still close.
MRS. MILLER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, you could go down the hill to Robertsville then, couldn't you?

MRS. MILLER: Yep, yep, went to Robertsville. And I remember my mom telling me, this is lately, you know, “We never let you walk to school too much because we didn't want you to wear your shoes out.” (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MILLER: I know, and, you know, I was talking to one of my classmates one day, we were talking about how little we had and we didn't know it, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. MILLER: I mean, I wore skirts that my mother made out of drapery, old drapery material, you know, and I thought they were gorgeous and my mother couldn't sew either. (laughter) She was not very good, either. (laughter) But no, and I remember one, a pair of sandals tearing up. I had to go, we had to go to the store before I could go to school because I had one pair of shoes.

MR. MCDANIEL: You had one pair of shoes.
MRS. MILLER: Yeah, that was ... And when we think about how many shoes we have now ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah. Of course.

MRS. MILLER: ... and all that stuff, it's just crazy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, absolutely.

MRS. MILLER: So, but we didn't ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You didn't know it.

MRS. MILLER: No, we were happy and everybody else was the same way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: And I went to the Oak Ridge pool a lot, spent a lot of time at Oak Ridge Pool because ... Then, as I got into junior high school, went to Robertsville in the summertime. We'd play tennis and we walked all over Oak Ridge, you know. We'd walk and play tennis. We'd go play Putt-Putt if we could get the money together.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where was the Putt-Putt?

MRS. MILLER: Putt-Putt was down there, kind of where Appleby's and Wendy's is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah, sure, sure. I remember ... You know, I grew up in Kingston and, you know, to do anything, you had to come to Oak Ridge. I remember going to the McDonald's very first time in Oak Ridge. The one that was down, I guess, about where Walgreen's is now or something like that.
MRS. MILLER: Yeah, that's right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ...
MRS. MILLER: Yeah, that was bigtime, bigtime to go there. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: So, do you, do you remember any of your teachers or from Robertsville or ... ?

MRS. MILLER: Well, I was, believe it or not, I was really a shy little girl when I was, first went to school. One of my teachers really, really helped me a lot. She was Mrs. Chambers and her husband, I believe, was in real estate. She lived in Karns. But she was just such a dear. She really taught us more than what was just in textbooks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: She taught us manners and it was just, it's just so different. I remember that we prayed every day and we said the pledge every day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. MILLER: But she really, kind of, picked me out and I really don't know why, but she, I know I was the lead in about three school plays.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MRS. MILLER: I got to be Mary in the Christmas play and then I played another one. I'm sure some of the other mothers were just chomping at the bit because my mother sure wasn't a stage mother or anything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, sure ...

MRS. MILLER: But she really, it was just so, just so sweet. I saw her, oh, I guess, maybe 10 or 15 years ago, I saw her. It was when ... Anyway, there was, it was a steak place in Oak Ridge that's not here now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: She was in a wheelchair. But I went over and told her, I said, “You probably don't remember me, but I just wanted to tell you how wonderful you were.” And she said, “Honey, I do remember you, too.” So, we had a nice talk.

MR. MCDANIEL: She probably kept up with you.

MRS. MILLER: Well, it ...

MR. MCDANIEL: She probably did.

MRS. MILLER: It just meant a lot to her, you know, for any student, I'm sure ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.

MRS. MILLER: ... to just come up to her and ... But she was wonderful, though. She was really, really super nice.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... So, then you get into high school and, no, I guess this was the new high school. I mean, you know, because that ...
MRS. MILLER: The round building.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, the round building. The round building. (laughter)

MRS. MILLER: Yeah, I graduated in 1969.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: We were one of the largest classes. There was like 560 people in my class. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.

MRS. MILLER: It was a big class and we still are having our reunions.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that was because there was a lot of work going on in Oak Ridge at the time.

MRS. MILLER: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, there really, that was kind of the Oak Ridge heyday. You know, there was lots of things going on.

MRS. MILLER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, they had a lot of people here.

MRS. MILLER: Yes, yes ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And people that worked here lived here then, didn't they?
MRS. MILLER: Imagine that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Imagine that. (laughter)

MRS. MILLER: Yeah, they did. Everybody, everybody lived here and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. So, what do you remember about high school? What was it like in the '60s to be in Oak Ridge High School?

MRS. MILLER: It was just busy. There was a lot of, you know, a lot of activities and lots of things to do. Big focus on ball games and, ‘course, my favorite subject was P.E. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MILLER: Because I loved everything from dance to basketball to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: ... soccer, whatever. And, you know, just had some real good friends that, you know, I still see sometimes. It was just, it was just a real good atmosphere. You know, people were really looking out after everybody, parents and stuff. It was interesting, when I first ran for city council and it came out in the paper that I was running, some of my teachers called me and said, “What can we do to help you, honey.” And some of my classmates who don't live here, their parents would call me and say ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?

MRS. MILLER: ... “Well, how can we help you, honey?” Just so sweet. And then, they did, you know. They said, “Do you need money?” I said, No, what I really need is, you know, you to send some postcards for me or something. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: Beause their names were just wonderful.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.

MRS. MILLER: In fact, in fact, I met Mr. Wilcox. Bill Wilcox's daughter was in high school. We used to laugh and joke about, you know, when we were honoring Bill, I said, “Well, I've known Bill longer, per age, than anybody sitting here,” you know. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Right, right.
MRS. MILLER: Because I knew him when I was 15.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, exactly, exactly.

MRS. MILLER: And then we had a, when I was at Y-12, we had a, I guess it was our 60th reunion and I was talking to Gordon Fee and some of the others about, you know. We wanted some of them to come out, and Bill Wilcox, and come to our celebration and everything. Gordon called me and he said, “Well, I've already been told by Bill Wilcox, he knew you better than I knew you, (laughter) and that he'd already talked to you ...”
MR. MCDANIEL: That's good.
MRS. MILLER: That's just Bill, yeah. He was wonderful. But it was just, that was my parents' generation.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: That's just more good people.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, so you graduated in '69. There was a lot of stuff going on in the country in the 1960s, especially in the late '60s.

MRS. MILLER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: You know, there was the hippie culture and the drug culture and I know some of that was in Oak Ridge. I can't imagine you were part of that. (laughter) But, I mean, you were probably exposed to some of that, weren't you?
MRS. MILLER: Well, not so much. You know, I don't remember hearing about anybody smoking dope. I didn't even know what that was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. MILLER: I don't remember any of that. And some of my friends said, well, there was some of it but it was the, you know, it was people who just had no morals. It was just the dregs. It was not, you know, it wasn't a cool thing to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.

MRS. MILLER: And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: There was a group. There was a group.

MRS. MILLER: There was a group.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: There was a group.

MR. MCDANIEL: That did that.
MRS. MILLER: Yeah. And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: As there is today, I'm sure, so ...
MRS. MILLER: Yes. You just ... It was just such a different time and maybe we were, because we're here in the Bible Belt and everything, but it was just conservative time. You know, we couldn't wear jeans to school or anything. We had to wear dresses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? Is that right?

MRS. MILLER: We didn't wear pants. No, yeah, you had to dress, you had to wear dresses. No shorts or anything like that. And it was just, that was just a given.

MR. MCDANIEL: Who was the principal at the high school when you were there?
MRS. MILLER: Mr. Dunigan.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, Mr. Dunigan was there.

MRS. MILLER: Yes, he was.

MR. MCDANIEL: He'd been there, then, a long time, then, hadn't he?

MRS. MILLER: Yeah, yeah, he had been.

MR. MCDANIEL: Because he came, he was one of the originals that came to Oak Ridge when they started the school system. So, from what I understand.

MRS. MILLER: Yeah, yeah ... So, yes, yes was just a, just a huge school, though, you know, but it was exciting times and stuff. You know, Oak Ridge always had a great reputation for their sports and football and basketball.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. MILLER: That was a big part of the social scene. And then, they had the, they had the high school sororities, fraternities, too, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: ... that you could be a part of. And there's a lot going on there. There was just lots of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Were you in any of the sororities?
MRS. MILLER: Well, yes, I was. I was a Swankette and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, let me, let me, I want you to tell me, this might embarrass you.
MRS. MILLER: What?

MR. MCDANIEL: Did they come to your house?
MRS. MILLER: Oh, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: To ... To tell you?
MRS. MILLER: They came and they would pledge you and they came and sing and all that kind of stuff. It was a pledge night.

MR. MCDANIEL: I had a woman that I interviewed said that. Maybe this wasn't all of them, but this one particular one was, they would come to your front porch and call you out and they had a guy there with them and he'd give you a big kiss.

MRS. MILLER: No, I don't remember the kiss.

MR. MCDANIEL: She said she was appalled. (laughter)

MRS. MILLER: We didn't have the kiss. We didn't have the kiss, darn it! (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, she did, so ...
MRS. MILLER: No, I didn't get the kiss. But, now, they did come and while you're in, they'd have a pledge, they'd have initiation where they come and get you and tell you ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: ... and you'd have to eat onion ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
MRS. MILLER: ... and all kinds of stuff. They'd blindfold you and take you away in a basement or something.

MR. MCDANIEL: We're going to pause here for a second ...
MRS. MILLER: Go ahead.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... because I need to change the battery on the camera.

MRS. MILLER: Go ahead.
[Break in video]
MR. MCDANIEL: All right so, we got you, we got you, you're in high school.

MRS. MILLER: I'm in high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: When we were talking last. So, we were talking a little bit about the cultural aspects of high school. But there were also some political aspects of the country in the '60s that you were, you know, around. Do you recall, you might have been too young to remember this, but do you recall anything about, you know, the Cuban Missile Crisis in Oak Ridge and were you aware of any of that?

MRS. MILLER: Yes, I was because my parents were big news people and liked to watch TV. That's where I got most of it ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...
MRS. MILLER: ... was from the news. And, of course, that was the days of President Kennedy and, of course, of all that was. Everybody was kind of paying attention to that at any age. And I remember ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: ... I remember, of course, I remember where I was when I was, when he was shot. Then, I babysat for a Catholic family that was across the street because they were going to Mass that very day.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right? Is that right?

MRS. MILLER: So, I remember that well and all those, all those big happenings and everything. I was, I was real interested in history and for years, I've probably still got them at my mom's place, I kept all the newspapers from those.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you really?

MRS. MILLER: Uh-huh, it was very, I just thought it was real interesting.

MR. MCDANIEL: And, of course, in the '60s, also, you know, you had Martin Luther King being murdered.

MRS. MILLER: Right.

MR. MCDANIEL: And the moon landing and Robert Kennedy and lots of, lots of societal upheaval, you know, cultural upheaval in the '60s.

MRS. MILLER: Yeah. I think back to the racial thing. There just, we just, there just wasn't any problems here in Oak Ridge that I knew of or, at least, from my perspective.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right ...

MRS. MILLER: I think there's only about three percent blacks in the schools, but it's certainly changed now because, in addition to blacks, there's every, you know, there's everything in the world. There's every minority you could think of because, you know ...

MR. MCDANIEL: You have a lot of, a lot of Asians.

MRS. MILLER: Have a lot of Asians, lot of Hispanics.

MR. MCDANIEL: Lot of Hispanics. Right.

MRS. MILLER: Because of the work at ORNL, I think that brought a lot of just, you know, every, every possible ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: ... that you could have.

MR. MCDANIEL: And I'm going to get to that here in a little bit. I want to talk about how Oak Ridge has changed, you know.

MRS. MILLER: Yes, ok, ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you graduated high school. And then, what did you do?

MRS. MILLER: Well, I went to -- I graduated high school in June and about two weeks later, I checked into Carrick Hall at University of Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?

MRS. MILLER: Started going to college, yeah. I guess my hurry was that I think there were about 16 girls in my graduating class, we all lived at Carrick Hall.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MRS. MILLER: So that summer was like one big slumber party. (laughter) But we also made good grades and we did good. It was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what hall was it?
MRS. MILLER: Carrick.

MR. MCDANIEL: Carrick.
MRS. MILLER: It's over there by where Morrell is.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah, sure.

MRS. MILLER: It was different times and everything then, but I was, you know, then I still was pretty naive and innocent. Now, I'll go ahead and mention this: you know, church was a big part of our life in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ...
MRS. MILLER: I was raised up in Calvary Baptist Church. Until I was probably about 25-years-old, I went there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, that was fairly conservative.

MRS. MILLER: Oh, very conservative, and not near as large as it is now. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MILLER: But we always went to Wednesday night prayer meeting, Sunday morning, Sunday night.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: I did Bible School ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: ... and all that, so ... But that was a part of my social life, too. I think everybody, I mean, in Oak Ridge, there's a church on every corner, so ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, there's two churches on every corner sometimes. (laughter)

MRS. MILLER: And when, I think there's a lot to do for the youth even today because of the churches. If they're so inclined to do that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. And there was back, back in that time. I mean, youth was a big emphasis in the churches, weren't they?

MRS. MILLER: Oh, yes, yes. But living in Carrick Hall that summer, we, I lived with one of my high school mates through that fall. Even Meg Henderson and I lived together. Her mother was a teacher and her dad was an engineer at ORNL and they were just, they were great. They just, they treated me just like Meg when they came over.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. MILLER: They were just super nice. But anyway, we had, I had this one roommate from Memphis and she was supposed to be getting married, like, in two or three months, it was our suitemate. Of course, we lived vicariously through her life because she lived such an exciting life.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: But I remember her, she was thinking about when she was going to get married. She didn't know and I remember her mother told her on the phone one night, she says, “Well, remember, you're going to have to sleep with him for the rest of your life.” And she said, “Yeah, I already did and I didn't like it.” (laughter) And then, we just about fell out because we thought, “Oh! Slept with somebody before you're married? What are you talking about?” So, I was pretty, pretty naive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Poor, poor guy is what I say! (laughter)

MRS. MILLER: Yeah, yeah, I think she didn't marry him, actually.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok. Well, that's probably a good decision.

MRS. MILLER: She cancelled that, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But yeah, you're, I mean, really, growing up in Oak Ridge, especially in the home you were in.

MRS. MILLER: Yes, yes. Very protected.

MR. MCDANIEL: It, you were very protected, very sheltered, I guess, is ...
MRS. MILLER: I was very anxious to please. My sister's kind of more on the wild side so, I was, didn't want to be like her because she was always in trouble, so I was definitely ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure ... 

MRS. MILLER: I was definitely like that. I remember my parents coming to UT and we went to the Billy Graham Crusade when Nixon was there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MILLER: And, so that was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I was standing there ...
MRS. MILLER: Were you?

MR. MCDANIEL: ... and I watched the, I couldn't get in ...
MRS. MILLER: Oh ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Or maybe I could ... But I remember standing there watching the car drive up the road towards the stadium with the President in it.

MRS. MILLER: Yep. Yeah, I mean, that shows you how much things have changed just in our society.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure, oh, sure.

MRS. MILLER: I couldn't imagine a President now going to Billy Graham Crusade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.

MRS. MILLER: I mean, I'm sure he's friends and has some contacts there, but I just, that was such a big deal. Then, that was during the Vietnam war, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was.
MRS. MILLER: So there was protesters. You remember the protesters there?

MR. MCDANIEL: And Billy Graham caught a lot of flack for that, too. So ...
MRS. MILLER: Yeah, yeah ...

MR. MCDANIEL: But he didn't care.
MRS. MILLER: No. No, he was just a ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Good for him.
MRS. MILLER: Yeah, that's exactly right. And I think June and, June Carter and Johnny Cash were there that same night.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, that's right.

MRS. MILLER: If I'm not mistaken. But a lot of people I've read on Facebook, a lot of people have thrown up pictures and they were there but, of course, I didn't know them then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. Of course, of course.

MRS. MILLER: But it was great. It was a really good night.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, well that's  ... So, you went to UT and got a degree?

MRS. MILLER: I was, well, I worked. I was doing a business degree. So, after two years, I just told my mom, I said, I felt like it was a hardship because my dad was a worker at Y-12 ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: ... and I don't think he ever made more than $25,000 a year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yep.
MRS. MILLER: So, I felt like I was sort of a burden and so, I said, “Why don't I just get a job for a while?”
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: And I just worked for a while. So, that's what I did. My first job was I went to work at TVA [Tennessee Valley Authority] and I worked in a, actually, a typing pool for engineering.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you? In Knoxville?
MRS. MILLER: Uh-huh. So, though I had education, I didn't know anything. I knew I didn't know anything about working.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. MILLER: But, I babysat for neighborhood kids and everything, but that was the extent of my work. But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: But it was great and I was, I wanted money, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MILLER: I don't see that a lot with the kids today.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, were you work, did you come back home to live?
MRS. MILLER: I lived at home and drove over. There was no interstate back then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: Until you got to about West Town. Remember those days?

MR. MCDANIEL: I remember when West Town was a cow pasture.

MRS. MILLER: Oh...

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely.

MRS. MILLER: It was way out there, wasn't it?

MR. MCDANIEL: It was way out there. It certainly was, it certainly was.

MRS. MILLER: Yeah, yeah... So, I drove to Knoxville, and most of the time, I parked at Church Street Methodist Church because I think it was a dollar a day or something.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: I think it was cheap. I walked by all the street people and drunks from the night before. I didn't think anything about it, you know. I wasn't afraid of anything, but that was a great experience until I could get a job over here in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: How long were you at TVA?
MRS. MILLER: I was there about a year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, were you?
MRS. MILLER: Uh-huh, and I got a job with a computer company, Control Data Corporation, which is no more, and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: In Oak Ridge?

MRS. MILLER: In Oak Ridge. And I worked for a government contractor and I worked at AEC [Atomic Energy Commission]. I worked for about 10 years until I went back to school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MRS. MILLER: And I worked and went to school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MILLER: So, then I really excelled then, because I appreciated it a lot more than ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well sure, of course.

MRS. MILLER: ... I did right out of high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Of course.
MRS. MILLER: And then, yeah ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok. So ... So, how long did it take you from when you graduated high school 'til you got your bachelor's degree?

MRS. MILLER: I graduated from college in 1985 and I graduated from high school in '69, so, about 16 years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, you beat me by three. It took me 13, 13 years. (laughter)

MRS. MILLER: Is that right? 

MR. MCDANIEL: That's exactly right.
MRS. MILLER: Oh, well ...

MR. MCDANIEL: There you go, there you go.
MRS. MILLER: Yeah, there you go.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's ok.

MRS. MILLER: I always say I was a late bloomer because I graduated from college when I was about 34-years-old and I didn't get married until I was 43. So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: There's nothing wrong with that.

MRS. MILLER: So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: I tell people, I say, I didn't get married, I was a month shy of my 35th birthday and I didn't have my first child until I'd just turned 40 so, so anyway. 

MRS. MILLER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And it took me 13 years to get my bachelor's degree. 

MRS. MILLER: Well, that's ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right, that's ok. I skipped, I tell people I just skipped the first two wives and just went on to the third one, you know. That's exactly right. So you ended up in Oak Ridge working, got your degree. And you said you worked at AEC. What did you do there?

MRS. MILLER: I was a secretary.

MR. MCDANIEL: Secretary? 

MRS. MILLER: Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: Who did you work for?
MRS. MILLER: I worked for Harold McAlduff. It's really interesting. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
MRS. MILLER: You remember?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MILLER: He was a war hero ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That was Steve Jones' father-in-law.
MRS. MILLER: Grandfather.

MR. MCDANIEL: It was his grandfather, you're exactly right.
MRS. MILLER: It was his grandfather, yeah. His grandfather, of course. Now I tell Steve, I say, “I remember coming to your strawberry farm in Lake City when you were a little boy,” and he says, “I wasn't that little.” I said, “Oh, yeah, you were.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, you were. Exactly. (laughter)

MRS. MILLER: Because I was young, I was young, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: But we used to go, me and my girlfriends, we used to go pick strawberries and stuff and it was really fun. But Mr. McAlduff was awesome and he just passed away last few years and ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MILLER: ... I didn't know it then, but he was very involved in all the ongoing things that were going on in Clinton at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: He's in my film. 

MRS. MILLER: Is he?

MR. MCDANIEL: He's in, "The Clinton Twelve."
MRS. MILLER: Ok. Good.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes, briefly, he was one of the Home ...

MRS. MILLER: I remember that, now.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... Guard. One of the Home Guard.

MRS. MILLER: I remember that, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: He was one of the Home Guard.
MRS. MILLER: Yeah, and maybe that's where I heard a statement, that he'd, he'd flown a bunch of missions.

MR. MCDANIEL: He'd flown so many, he said, “I've flown 26 missions in the Caribbean,” I think, he said, or the Mediterranean. He said, “and I've never been more scared in my life than I was that night.”
MRS. MILLER: Yes, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: So ... Well, my goodness.
MRS. MILLER: I know. But I worked for him most of that time. Then I, they called them the Turnpike Bandits, came into town because they were working on the Gas Centrifuge Project. So, I went across the street to work for them. You know, I could get a pretty good raise because they were wanting ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And who was that?
MRS. MILLER: ... somebody in Oak Ridge. It was Systems Development Corporation. They were from California. But that was a great experience, too. I got to travel to Santa Monica on business. I went, I worked at Air Research for like two or three weeks because I had my Q clearance and they were short on those kinds of people. But ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: But I really, it was really great. All my jobs have been great and I learned so much each one.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly, exactly.

MRS. MILLER: Yeah, my boss from California, he said, “Jane,” said, “You know everybody in town.” He said when she -- he was foretelling what was going to happen -- he said, “When you walk downtown with the Mayor, everybody says, ‘Hi Jane,’" you know. (laughter) So, as it turns out, I ended up on city council.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure. I'm going to pause this for a quick second.

MRS. MILLER: Go ahead.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, eventually you ended up at, at Y-12?
MRS. MILLER: Yes, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MRS. MILLER: I first went there, I was, I worked in engineering and I was doing, I was doing whatever they told me to do. But anyway, I was doing some CADUM work. Then, I, they posted a job for office space manager, which was a great job, because the good thing was, they had about 5,000 people who needed offices. The bad news was, they had about 3,000 offices.

MR. MCDANIEL: They had about 3,000 offices. Right.

MRS. MILLER: So, it was really crazy then. But then, they were kind of, at that time, they were kind of evolving into not letting people come into, to come on in, we're doing Work-for-Others.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: We're doing all Oak Ridge Center for Manufacturing Technology. So, my boss, at that time, Bill Thompson, who is, he's passed away now, but he was the husband of Dottie Thompson, who's leading the Emory Valley ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure, absolutely.
MRS. MILLER: But anyway, Bill's really, really good to me, but he'd ask me if I want to -- he was going to take over the Work-for-Others. He said, “You want to come over and work on that side?” I said, “Yes, yes!” So, I managed the Visitor's Center for about 10 years out there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MILLER: Kind of started it up and it would and it was at 9109 then, which is, you know, everything's changed. That was before 9/11.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: Everything's changed. But that was really challenging. We started the first visitor database where just anybody that came in, we kept up with it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. MILLER: And then, we had an issue with the guards' union because guards, the guards said, that's my, that's our job to hand out badges. So, they gave me, they gave me one of their guards and she turned out great. She was doing database work and all kinds of stuff for me. So, it was really, it was really a great experience and a lot of fun and very challenging.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm sure. I'm sure it was.
MRS. MILLER: Very challenging, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, that was the Visitor's Center at Y-12.

MRS. MILLER: Mmm-hmm. Mmm-hmm.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's a little different now, isn't it?

MRS. MILLER: It's ... everything's changed. (laughter) Everything's changed. Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I imagine, I imagine ... So ...
MRS. MILLER: So, then, I went to, I worked for Frank Acres on some Work-for-Other projects and those kinds of things. And then, I ended up, you know, in one of the reorganizations, I believe it was when BWXT took over, I ended up in public relations.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MRS. MILLER: And so, I did events and I did news stories. I did just a little bit of everything. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MILLER: The good thing about Y-12 is, it's so big, you can kind of make your job, at least I found, what you want it to be.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: You have a lot of leeway. And then, the other thing is, there are so many jobs, if you don't like what you're doing, you can move around.

MR. MCDANIEL: You can try to move around, find something you like better.

MRS. MILLER: Yeah, yeah ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's good.
MRS. MILLER: So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's good. So, not only ... So, you worked you worked in Oak Ridge and now, you're retired. You're retired. But you also got involved in politics. Tell me why you were interested in politics and local politics.

MRS. MILLER: Well, I'd always been ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Where'd that come from?
MRS. MILLER: I'd kind of been on the edge, you know. Was on the board of the Visitors Bureau and then I was chair of the Visitors Bureau. You know, I'd just kind of been on the fringes because of my public relations, I'd done a little bit of this, and some volunteer work. And so, my husband's really the one. When one of the, it was, I believe it was Jerry Kuhaida went to Iraq, there was a opening and the council was going to have to appoint someone.

MR. MCDANIEL: And Jerry Kuhaida was a member of city council.

MRS. MILLER: Yeah, yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And he went to Iraq? To work?
MRS. MILLER: Yes. Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. That's right. Ok.

MRS. MILLER: And so, there was going to be an opening and my husband's really, he's from Nashville, but he's one who really pushed me. He said, “You're perfect for this. This has got your name on it. You need to do it.” So, as the paper said, I threw my hat in the ring. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: So, when was this? What year was this?

MRS. MILLER: This was 2002.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so, 2002.

MRS. MILLER: Mmm-hmm. And so, the bad news was, there were 11 other people. When they talk about running unopposed, I've never been unopposed. (laughter) Never, even the appointment.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. MILLER: So, we had to go before council and talk three minutes.

MR. MCDANIEL: About what?
MRS. MILLER: About why we might want to be a town council member.

MR. MCDANIEL: Who was mayor and who was on council then?
MRS. MILLER: David Bradshaw was the mayor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, all right.
MRS. MILLER: And Tom Beehan was on there. Lou Dunlap, Mr. Abbatiello.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: Willie Golden and, I guess, Dave Moseby.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yes.
MRS. MILLER: Yes, that was it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, sure, exactly.

MRS. MILLER: And, well, it was between me and Will Minter. He'd been, he'd been on council then he'd gone away, moved to Nashville. So, it was between me and him for about three meetings.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it really?
MRS. MILLER: Three to three, and so, if, within a certain length of times, it cannot be, then the mayor will choose ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MRS. MILLER: ... who it is. But Will decided he had a conflict, because he served on some governor's committee or something so, he made it easy ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Made it easy. He decided ...

MRS. MILLER: ... for me. He bowed out, so I ... But they, but that night I went, I was going to every council meeting to see what was going to happen. I had no idea. Well, the next thing I know, I'm being sworn in and taking my seat. I hadn't even look at an agenda or anything. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: I said, “Dave, just show me where your, 'yes,' and 'no,' buttons are so I'll know what's going on.” (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: So, this was in 2002?

MRS. MILLER: So, I drank from a fire hydrant because, you know, I had not… Like I said, been on the fringes, but sitting up there's totally different.

MR. MCDANIEL: How long was your term? How long was the remainder of the term?

MRS. MILLER: Well, by Tennessee law, you have to run in the next election.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: So, I had ... I was appointed and I served, I think, 10 months and then I had to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Then you had to run. That's what I meant.

MRS. MILLER: I had to run and I was the only one. I was the only one.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MRS. MILLER: I was, I mean, it was, my position was the only one but there was about four or five people who ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That were running. So, your position was the only one that you had, that was being elected?

MRS. MILLER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: I thought ... Well, now, now it's like half and half, isn't it? I mean, is that, or is that the way it is now?

MRS. MILLER: Well, no, it was only because there has to be a special election if you were appointed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see, I see. That's what it was.
MRS. MILLER: So I had to run, I believe it was August.

MR. MCDANIEL: Special election, yeah.

MRS. MILLER: I believe it was August. I believe I was sworn in, like, November and I had to run the next August. Then I had to run, then his term was up and I had to run again in, like, 10 more months.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ten more months. Right, right ... That's what I was about to say.
MRS. MILLER: Yeah, yeah ... So ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, people must've liked what they saw because they kept electing you.

MRS. MILLER: Well, I guess so. I think back now, you know, and I watch some of these other elections, so, since I didn't run again, I’m thinking, How did I ever get elected? (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: It's just, it's tough.

MR. MCDANIEL: Do you think it's the same now. I mean, as it's always been? I mean, you know, was your campaign easy or harder than what you think it is now?

MRS. MILLER: Well, I guess the most frustrating thing is that people won't go out and vote.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: And even people who are for you, many times they'll think, eh... she's got it.

MR. MCDANIEL: She's got it.
MRS. MILLER: So, and that's, that's, because thinking like that, I mean, it can lose you an election.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Sure, absolutely.

MRS. MILLER: Real easy. And so, I, you know, I got a little creative and also, the challenge is you have to raise money. That’s, you know, asking people for money, that's, that's kind of hard and difficult, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's not, that's not what a nice, Southern young woman does.

MRS. MILLER: No, no it just isn't, you know. So, I got real creative about the, I guess, last time I ran, I asked my boss, Darrell Colhorst and Mike Johnson, the head of Energy Solutions, if they would sponsor an event for me at Fox Den. And what I did was, I invited people who had companies in Oak Ridge but lived in Knoxville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: And I never put a price on anything before, but I suggested $100.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: And I had such a good response that, you know, I really walked away with about enough money to take care of the whole election.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, how many millions did it cost you to run a city council election?

MRS. MILLER: I always ran, I got more money than anybody, but I think that year, I spent about $20,000.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MILLER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow. That's a lot.
MRS. MILLER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: And how much did you get paid?

MRS. MILLER: Maybe, maybe $10,000, I'm trying to think. Yeah, it's $10,000, I think that was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: How much did you get paid, how much did you get paid to be on the city council?

MRS. MILLER: You get $150 a month.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, so that's $1,800 a year. Do you get any perks? Any, I mean, I guess, maybe, once or twice a year you get sent someplace, don't you?

MRS. MILLER: Well, we'd go to National League of Cities.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: That was optional if you wanted to go, so, I did that two or three times. Then, in Nashville, we'd have meetings occasionally.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: But that was ... And I was always really, real careful. I would rather err on the conservative side ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MRS. MILLER: ... than have anything charged to the city that would ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ...

MRS. MILLER: ... that was ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. You'd rather pay for it yourself than ...

MRS. MILLER: I would.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... have there be any question.

MRS. MILLER: Yes, so I was very careful about that. The perks were, I guess, the learning and getting to meet people that you got to meet.

MR. MCDANIEL: What was the hardest thing about serving on council and then I want you to tell me what was the best thing about it.

MRS. MILLER: Ok.

MR. MCDANIEL: And how long did you serve?
MRS. MILLER: Eleven years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Eleven years. And you ended up being the ...

MRS. MILLER: Mayor pro tem for about...

MR. MCDANIEL: Which is like vice mayor.

MRS. MILLER: Yeah. For three terms and they're two year terms.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was with Tom Beehan the whole time?

MRS. MILLER: Yes, the whole time, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. Ok. And that's elected by ... ?

MRS. MILLER: The city council.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... the city council. Just like the mayor's elected by the city council.

MRS. MILLER: Which is good news and bad news, you know. The good news, you only have to have four votes, but everybody wants to be mayor or vice mayor or mayor pro tem. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Everybody wants that.

MRS. MILLER: Everybody wanted to do it. I would always never know until that, you know, until that night.

MR. MCDANIEL: Until the end.
MRS. MILLER: Until the end if I was going to be there or not.

MR. MCDANIEL: Anyway ...
MRS. MILLER: We had a ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So, anyway, I asked you what was the worst thing and what was the best thing? And particularly in Oak Ridge.
MRS. MILLER: I guess the worst thing is, you know, there's just never enough money to do all you'd like to do.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: There's, there's just never enough money to do what you want to do. Then, my last term, there was just, some of my council people wanted me to meet all the time and they wanted to study everything.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: I'm just like, let's study it, let's do it and let's do it and move on, not get torn, not get so involved in all this, well, pound down the weeds, you know. Make high level decisions.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, yeah.

MRS. MILLER: Not question everything that comes along, but ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: So, I guess that was the frustration thing  of ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And ... and wasn't there always just one that just kind of ... It seems like, historically, there's was always one that's kind of out there and that kind of throws a wrench into the gears occasionally.

MRS. MILLER: Yeah, and that was, the first time around it was Leonard Abbatiello.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
MRS. MILLER: But, you know, Leonard, you know, I said the night the night that he was going off, I said, every council needs a Leonard ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, absolutely.
MRS. MILLER: ... because he's got all these, he's got the facts and everything. It's, and most of the time, his presentation, it wasn't personal, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MRS. MILLER: Now, I feel like that we've had some, recently had some people on who were just, who had their own agenda. It was just, I mean, you've got to give and take some.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MRS. MILLER: And there has to ...

MR. MCDANIEL: It seems a little personal, doesn't it?

MRS. MILLER: It's personal. You don't have to be mean.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: You can disagree and I think all they're saying about the Supreme Court judge who just passed away, about how he was friends with these people ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure.
MRS. MILLER: ... that's just the way it should be. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Absolutely.
MRS. MILLER: Then, you can totally disagree but you don't have to be ugly about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: You don't have to be mean and you can be respectful.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right ... So ... So, you got to meet people, you got to be involved, you got to learn a lot about the city and such.

MRS. MILLER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And the worst part was?
MRS. MILLER: I think that was the worst part. It's just the personal thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: But the very best thing, I think, was, you know, being able to affect somebody's life in a big way. You know, like, one lady came to me and her and her husband moved to Oak Ridge. They work in Knoxville, so their daughter could go to Oak Ridge schools.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: Well, she worked at West Town and he had some other kind of job but, they had a landlord problem and there was ice inside her windows.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MRS. MILLER: Her landlord wouldn't do anything about it. She said, “We're about to freeze to death,” and “he told me if I break my lease, that he's going to sue me.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER:  “I can't afford to have him sue me. I can't afford for him to keep my deposit if I move someplace else.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: Anyway, I worked with her on that and there's just, there've been lot of things like that, where somebody had just a real thug in their neighborhood, who was just making life miserable for everybody. To be able to affect some of those changes. Then, I know I've helped shut down a drug house and that was just, that was just awesome.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MILLER: It was, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: I'm going to pause real quick.
MRS. MILLER: Go ahead.
[Break in video]
MR. MCDANIEL: So, you helped shut down a drug house?
MRS. MILLER: Yeah. Until now, I mean, I wouldn't even talk about it because I didn't know how many ties ... But it was a couple who owned a house at a prominent corner in this town, and there were just cars coming on, and they said you could get anything you wanted there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MILLER: They said you could, even if you saw something down at the mall, then at Proffit's or Belk's, you'd just tell them what it is and they'd have it the next day for you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MILLER: At a better price. Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MRS. MILLER: Yes. And ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Wow.
MRS. MILLER: I know. It just blows your mind. But we just kept working on it and ... because I was working with the neighbors and I said, they were afraid to come down and talk to the police, they were afraid.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, they were afraid.
MRS. MILLER: I said, “Well, you just come, you know, just come and talk to me and him.”
MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: Just in the small setting.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: We're not going to put your name out there anywhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MILLER: So, I kept working with them, working with them. They were older people, too. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: I can understand why they were afraid.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MRS. MILLER: But to make their neighborhood safer and them feeling better ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, take a couple of minutes, couple, three minutes, and how is Oak Ridge different today than when you were growing up? Both good and bad.
MRS. MILLER: Well, I think, well, as I grew up ...

MR. MCDANIEL: If there is any good. (laughter)

MRS. MILLER: As I grew up, it was a more conservative town, but, I guess ...
[Break in video]
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. And we're back. So, in a couple minutes, tell me about how things are different now than they were when you were growing up in Oak Ridge.

MRS. MILLER: Well, again, I think it's, I think it's all over the country. We used to never lock our doors.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MRS. MILLER: Even go to sleep. You just didn't lock your doors. Didn't worry about that. You never do that now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.

MRS. MILLER: And, I think that the economy is, is challenging in different ways. You know, we have more expectations. But I really think Oak Ridge is economically, I think we're on the right path. I think the stars are aligned with the Kroger's coming, with the Aubrey's strip. I mean, I think it's just a matter of just a little more time and Main Street is going to come to be.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MRS. MILLER: We need some more industry.

MR. MCDANIEL: But, but the population has changed in Oak Ridge. 

MRS. MILLER: Yes. It's changed.

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, it's not middle class ...
MRS. MILLER: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: ... as much any more.
MRS. MILLER: No, it's not. And I know why it attracts people who, maybe, don't have as much because they can ... Rent is pretty cheap here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MRS. MILLER: They can get their children a good education.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's old housing which is cheaper, and, you're right. It's still a great education in Oak Ridge.

MRS. MILLER: You can get a great education. They can get free lunch, free breakfast and even food sent home with the ... backpacks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, exactly.

MRS. MILLER: We got a free medical clinic so, the challenge of being a bedroom community is really challenged financially for the city ...
[End of Interview]
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