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MR. HARRINGTON: Today is Tuesday, October 7, 2008, my name is Quincey Harrington, I am interviewing Margene Lyon at Methodist Medical Center and we will go ahead and get started.  Where were you born?
MRS. LYON: In Abbeville, South Carolina.

MR. HARRINGTON: Is that on the coast?
MRS. LYON: No, it is up state.  

MR. HARRINGTON: In South Carolina.  What brought you to Oak Ridge?

MRS. LYON: Well, going to college I went to a small Methodist College in Greenwood, South Carolina, which is now Lander University.  Union Carbide ran the three plants in the beginning.  One of the PR men came down and recruited some of us and I went to the medical department at K-25.  My husband-to- be was in Czechoslovakia getting ready to go to the South Pacific.  One of his men came in and said, “Doc, a bomb made in Oak Ridge, Tennessee outside of Knoxville was dropped this morning.”  He said, “I am from Knoxville; there is no Oak Ridge, Tennessee” (Oak Ridge had been built while he was overseas) and you come in here one more time and I will pull your stripes.”  It was the truth, so he did not have to go to the South Pacific.  He came back and eventually became Medical Director of K-25.  I married the boss, had three children, and have been here ever since.
MR. HARRINGTON: So he was from Knoxville originally?
MRS. LYON: Right, his father was a doctor in Knoxville.  

MR. HARRINGTON: What was his name?
MRS. LYON: Joseph Stone Lyon.

MR. HARRINGTON: And he was serving overseas?
MRS. LYON: Yes.

MR. HARRINGTON: He was a captain?
MRS. LYON: Yes, in the medical corps.

MR. HARRINGTON: He came back to be Medical Director, what did you do first?
MRS. LYON: I was a medical secretary.  I had been to college and I had some training in medical procedures, but then the doctors that they had made up the best doctors everywhere and the one doctor that was heading up K-25 was from Mellon Institute, which is one of the top colleges in Pennsylvania.  His name was Dr. Camblin and so he kind of took me under his wing.  Back then we did all the x-rays and I went in with him into the x-ray room and he would read the x-rays and so I learned a lot from him.  We did all kinds of blood work, urinalysis, and what have you, so I knew some of the medical things, but at that time we were using shorthand, so that was what I was doing.  I stayed there, then Dr. Camblin left and went back to Mellon Institute and Joe (ed. Dr. Joseph Lyon) took over as K-25 Medical Director.  
MR. HARRINGTON: So that is where you met him?
MRS. LYON: Yes.

MR. HARRINGTON: As Medical Director, what was the interaction with the hospital then?  Was there ever a time he sent patients over here?
MRS. LYON: Yes, yes….if we had someone that was hurt.  Now we took several of our patients.  We had an emergency room there and we took care of them, but then if we couldn’t, we would send them to the hospital here which at that time was staffed by the Army.  But a lot of our (ed. word lost due to technical difficulties on the original audio tape) things we sent to Knoxville because we had only one doctor that had top clearance that we could send them to.  
MR. HARRINGTON: So all the doctors here had to have top clearance to treat patients?
MRS. LYON: No, not here in the hospital.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Oh, ok.  
MRS. LYON: We could send them here, if they had wounds that were harsh that we could not take care of them as well as some of the x-rays that we felt should be sent on.  Some of the doctors up here would read them.  So we had an active interaction with K-25 and also with Y-12 and X-10.  They also had medical facilities at each of the three plants here in Oak Ridge. (ed. K-25, Y-12, X-10).  
MR. HARRINGTON: Did you only treat on site after they were treated at the plants or what about primary care for all of the employees, how did that work?

MRS. LYON: Well, it just happened because no one else could get in there.

MR. HARRINGTON: Right, but only if it happened on the job?
MRS. LYON: Right, oh no they could come in for everything.  Yes. 

MR. HARRINGTON: That was in 1945?
MRS. LYON: The medical facility opened in early 1943/1944.  That is when it began.  Joe came in 1946.  

MR. HARRINGTON: You were here in 1943?
MRS. LYON: 1944.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Do you have any particular memories of that time? 
MRS. LYON: I’ll start from there to when we went into practice.  Joe decided that he wanted to go into private practice.

MR. HARRINGTON: What year?
MRS. LYON: 1961?  He decided he wanted to go into private practice.  By this time we had three children and we could not go back to school to register so we went to UNWA hospital in Wise, Virginia and he delivered a lot of babies and saw a lot of children.  Then the doctors here offered the job to come back to Oak Ridge and we had our home here.  We came back.
MR. HARRINGTON: How long were you away?
MRS. LYON: One year.  

MR. HARRINGTON: I guess that was quite an experience?
MRS. LYON: We came back here and opened a practice in one of the old dormitories which was across the street.  That was where most the doctors had their offices and we had an air conditioning unit in every window.  That’s where we stayed for several years and then Dr. Spray built the Orthopedic Clinic so he offered Joe a chance to go in with him.   Joe said we went into this basement but it was really the first floor of the building, straight across the street.  At that time, we didn’t have an emergency doctor so when your patient went to the emergency room, they called you and you went to the emergency room.  We would go with the children, put them in the car and we would go into the emergency room.  All the nurses knew my children and my children entertained the people in the emergency room and got to know some of the people that way.  But you had to go to the emergency room if somebody was admitted to the hospital.  You came up to the hospital which is not that way now.  We also made house calls and we delivered a lot of babies and when he had a woman to go into labor he went into the hospital and stayed with her until she delivered.  So at that time I was working at the office because we didn’t have enough money to hire a nurse and an office manager.  So this way if we had people they just had to sit there because he worked until the baby was delivered before he would come over.  But you learned the patient and the patients learned you.  This way you knew if the patient called you at 12 o’clock and said they were sick, you knew they were sick.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Right.
MRS. LYON: I think they don’t have that kind of relationship.  The doctors don’t have that contact with their patients now. It is entirely different and it was good, the doctors liked it.  We were on call every third weekend.  We rotated with Dr. Fortney and Dr. Genella.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Now you were on call, plus you had to go in to see your own patients.

MRS. LYON: Right and see their patients too.  Yes, so if you admitted one of their patients you admitted to the doctor who was their primary care doctor.  And also we took call with Dr. Hardy who was a pediatrician.
MR. HARRINGTON: So you saw children as well?
MRS. LYON: Yes, Joe saw a lot of children.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Along with the ones he delivered.
MRS. LYON: Yes.    

MR. HARRINGTON: It must be nice to have that continuation.
MRS. LYON: It was.

MR. HARRINGTON: (Original question lost because of technical problems on the original audio tape.) 

MRS. LYON: Dr. Hardy and his wife, June was a nurse and they were in medical school in Memphis together.  Also Dr. Crews, John Crews, they were all together in medical school.  
MR. HARRINGTON: A lot of the people I have interviewed, Dr. Stanley, Dr. Spray, and Dr. Nicely, had the same experience.  It is amazing how many doctors knew each other from school and then converged here and brought their friends and have that really strong tie.  

MRS. LYON: When Joe became Medical Director, he wrote all the doctors that were coming out of school to come to K-25 if they wanted.  Most of them needed some money before they could go some other place. So they would come and work at K-25.  So just about all of them were from the University of Tennessee.

MR. HARRINGTON: That happened a lot.  Did you have that same bond with the rest of the family or the wives?  

MRS. LYON: Right, at that time.  Some of the doctors tell me now that they don’t know all the doctors here unless they have a badge on.  Then you knew all the doctors; we didn’t have that many.  We had a group of wives who would get together and it was very, very cordial.  It was not who can build the largest house because we were all working for Union Carbide.  Everybody was working for the same employer and that is not happening now.  

MR. HARRINGTON: It is very different now. 
MRS. LYON: It is very, very different and I have seen it go from one to the other.  I was here when the houses were built and I was here when they were sold and when my children were old enough they were in junior high, I guess.  My father was in real estate and I guess I liked it too.  I went into real estate and there were very few women in real estate at that time.  I sold the houses that had been built and then we had a big building boom here and it was very exciting.  
MR. HARRINGTON: When was that boom, about what time?
MRS. LYON: I guess that was in late 1960’s or early 1970’s.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Was there a population change?

MRS. LYON: Oh, yes.
MR. HARRINGTON: Quite a bit.
MRS. LYON: Right.  Now when the bomb dropped, we had 75,000 people here and we had neighborhoods that had semi-permanent homes (ed. built of a cement-like material called) cemestos.  We had dormitories, we had hutments, we had flattops, and so then they sold the cemestos when they opened the gates in the city.  And if you were living in an A-House which had two bedrooms, one bath, that sold for $800, the D’s and F’s which had three bedrooms, some of them had 2 baths, and they sold for $3000.  Now this was in the 1950’s, but now the D’s and F’s on the market are going for much more than that.  It just shows you what Oak Ridge had been through.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Now all three of your children, they live around there?
MRS. LYON: Yes.  I have one that made captain and he is in Virginia Beach.  He has two daughters; one just finished University of Tennessee and one is a senior at University of Virginia.  Then Joe IV is in high school.  My daughter is at Y-12 in Security and she has two children and one is in pharmacy school and one is a junior at UT.  Then my younger boy is a local representative for Edward Jones in Oak Ridge.  So I have two here and one in Virginia Beach.
MR. HARRINGTON: What is your younger son’s name?
MRS. LYON: Bob Lyon and he has done real well.  A lot of people know him.  

MR. HARRINGTON: You have a strong tradition of UT and Oak Ridge.  

MRS. LYON: Yes.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Is there anything you would like people to know that about either the beginning or just throughout the years about Oak Ridge or especially healthcare or the hospital?
MRS. LYON: Well, a lot of people don’t know that when my first son was born, we had an open ward here.  They had carts with low suction, because they had so many babies and they pushed the cart down the corridor and got this baby and that baby.  We delivered a lot of babies when we came, but then when we got some OB-GYN men that came in and all they did was deliver babies, we stopped delivering babies.   At this time at the beginning of Oak Ridge, the average age of the 75,000 people was 27, so we had lots and lots of children and lots of babies.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Somebody told me the story about one of the generals trying to get some rest in the ward and the hospital calling?
MRS. LYON: Yes, I do too.   This was told to me by Dr. Pugh.  He was making rounds at that time.  He was in the Army and General Groves was the head honcho.  General Groves needed someone that security would hire and he could get some rest.  Dr. Pugh was making rounds and he went to the OB ward and he saw this great big lady, he thought, covered up and he pulled down the covers and it was General Groves and he said there goes my stripes.  That is the truth.  It grows with every year.  
MR. HARRINGTON: I just wondered if it was true, this one stuck in my head.
MRS. LYON: Yes, right.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Dr. Pugh interrupted his nap.
MRS. LYON: Yes, and he thought they were going to pull his stripes.  A lot of the doctors that they bought here all said that when they were told they were going to Oak Ridge, they thought oh my goodness it is outdoor plumbing and barefoot.  But when they got here they loved it and surprisingly enough so many of them stayed here because we are surrounded by mountains and lakes and they loved it.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Now I have seen the pictures of the boardwalks and mud.
MRS. LYON: Yes, we didn’t have any sidewalks.  All the roads were gravel and the only thing that was paved was the tennis courts.  So that is where we had all of our dances.  Of course we didn’t have any traffic lights.  K-25 was the largest of the three plants and they had a traffic cop standing in the middle and he would tell you this way or that way.  But we didn’t have any traffic lights and the houses that were for single people were dormitories.  They sat where the garden apartments are now and they had the women on the left and the men on the right.  They put a road in between and they thought that would keep them apart, but it didn’t work.
MR. HARRINGTON: (Original question lost because of technical problems on the original audio tape.) 

MRS. LYON: Oh yes, we had a large Special Engineering Detachment (SED) that went into the colleges and universities and got the engineers and chemists, put them in the service, and brought them to Oak Ridge.  Now those are the people they thought didn’t know where they were going.  But when they got there they found out they were going to have maid service and you don’t get that in the service, so they liked that too.  They were housed in barracks located just about where downtown is across from St. Mary’s Church. They didn’t know how to drive an automobile, so we had to establish driving schools for them.  Of course that didn’t go over big because I knew most of the GI’s at K-25.  It was the largest, so I was in medical and I saw quite a few GI’s coming and going.  So I was telling this story at the visitor’s center the other day and one of the guys looked over at me and he said, “I was one of them”.  He didn’t know how to drive a car; he was from New Jersey.  I got my license at 14, but of course I was from a very small town and we didn’t have any traffic lights either.  
MR. HARRINGTON: That is the first I have heard about the driving school.
MRS. LYON: Yes.

MR. HARRINGTON: One of the ladies we interviewed, I heard met her husband at one of the major social dance affairs at the tennis courts, she was a nurse here at the hospital and he was a … (word lost because of technical problems on the original audio tape.) 

MRS. LYON: Yes, we had a lot of them and of course we already had Chapel on the Hill.  The Jews used it on Saturday, and the Catholics, Baptists and Methodists had one hour each on Sunday, so we had a lot of people to get married at the Chapel on the Hill. 

MR. HARRINGTON: With so much energy and with a population that young, that well into math with one focus, that must have been amazing.

MRS. LYON: Right, and I still go to Chapel on the Hill.  

MR. HARRINGTON: It is a lovely place.
MRS. LYON: It is very, very small.  Very pretty.

MR. HARRINGTON: … very special about Oak Ridge. (Original question lost because of technical problems on the original audio tape.) 

MRS. LYON: It really is.  But now we have a church and bank on every corner.

MR. HARRINGTON: Very true.

MRS. LYON: Right.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Was there anything about Dr. Lyon you would like to tell us?
MRS. LYON: Well, he was noted for his jokes and his patients I still see on the streets.  They would come in and they thought they were sick but by the time he finished telling them a joke, they had forgotten what they came in for.  He was noted for that and the nurses here, some of the nurses are still here, and I was in the hospital not too long ago, as a patient and one of them came in and told me who she was.  Dr. Lyons used to come in and tell her jokes but he was noted for his jokes.  They say now that laughter is the best cure and he was doing that a long, long time ago.

MR. HARRINGTON: That is wonderful.
MRS. LYON: Yes, right.  But he had rheumatoid arthritis and I know sometimes he felt worse than a lot of the patients. You know and he worked until he was 70 because he loved the practice of medicine and he loved people.  That is a true story and what he liked here in Oak Ridge. My two granddaughters in Virginia came to down to see their first UT home game.   One has a boyfriend from New York City and one is from Pittsburgh, so they had heard all about UT and of course they wanted them to see it.  Well they saw it and I think we could play a high school game and they would still fill the stadium over there.   But they just could not get over that all these people went to watch the game.  

MR. HARRINGTON: … about the hospital … ? (Original question lost because of technical problems on the original audio tape.) 

MRS. LYON: Well you know they took the old nursing home and made it the OB/GYN wing.   Anyway it had steps.   I was on the second floor in OB and Joe came when I had my first child.  He came up the back steps and they let him in the back door.   I can’t remember, maybe that was the dental building.  The old dental building, they took it and used it for …  (word lost because of technical problems on the original audio tape.) before they started having babies in the hospital.  

MR. HARRINGTON: (Original question lost because of technical problems on the original audio tape.) 

MRS. LYON: Oh, yes.  But the people always wanted to come to the Oak Ridge Hospital at that time. Very few people went to Knoxville because one reason was the people in Knoxville.  When we went to Knoxville to shop, you always took an extra pair of shoes because we only had mud or dust and the people in Knoxville saw the dusty truck and they knew you were from Oak Ridge.  They were not very nice.  They thought we were foreigners and they didn’t want us in their territory.  But now they have realized that we have … (word lost because of technical problems on the original tape.)  means and millions of dollars.
MR. HARRINGTON: I can imagine.  

MRS. LYON: Yes, but the people here, they didn’t go to hospital, they went to the plant because they were well taken care of .
MR. HARRINGTON: They were very qualified?
MRS. LYON: Oh, yes.  They got the best of everything.  All the doctors and nurses and what have you.  Just like they have the best doctors for the three medical departments at Y-12, K-25 and X-10 today.  They were taking care of people that they really didn’t know what they were working with at the beginning.  It just couldn’t be just a run of the mill clinic.
MR. HARRINGTON: It was all very confidential?

MRS. LYON: Yes, you know and they say this is the best kept secret ever.  Of course the media was in here from the days he bombs dropped until now. Of course I was from a small town and they could not understand how my mother and daddy would allow me to come up here.  Of course it was the safest place in the world.  We had a fence around us, we had guards around us and they would ask you, “What are you doing?”  We had a government job and that was it.  The people were told just about every week that you don’t talk about it and if someone started questioning you, especially GI’s, if they started questioning…the next morning you were in … (word lost because of technical problems on the original audio tape.) You just didn’t see them again.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Did that happen quite often?
MRS. LYON: I don’t know.  We didn’t question what we were doing.  The GI’s were taught one certain thing to do and of course they had all these young girls doing push this valve and push this valve.  That was all they were taught to do and that is all they had to do.  If something went wrong, then you had one of these GI’s, engineers or chemists to help.  General Groves had just finished the Pentagon when they asked him to do this.  I heard not too long ago that General Groves had a secretary Jennie O’Neal (ed. correct name is Mrs. Jean O’Leary) and it was Jennie O’Neal who ran Oak Ridge, not General Groves.
MR. HARRINGTON: That is very interesting.
MRS. LYON: It is.  But there is always a good woman behind the man.

MR. HARRINGTON: Always!  Always!  A lot of the cases that you saw, were they radiation sickness or actual wounds or both?  

MRS. LYON: At that time, I don’t think they realized it was exposure, the radiation burns.  We had one doctor, a dermatologist in Knoxville, and he had top secret clearance and he just didn’t, they didn’t.  I wouldn’t say there were a lot of radiation burns and what have you because they had protective equipment and they had to use it overall.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Thank you so much.  If you can think of anything else or you can think of anything over time just give me a call back.  Will that be ok?

MRS. LYON: Yes.

MR. HARRINGTON: When all our histories and the interviews and a lot of pictures are together, and actually if you have any photos that you think might be helpful for the book or anything like that, we can hand them in.  We would love to see them.
MRS. LYON: We have a Silver Tops which is the people that retired from Union Carbide in the early, early years.  My daughter said they should be blue tops anyway, and we meet about four times a year.  It is just so interesting to hear these people talk and Bill Wilcox which I know you know.  He talked a lot at a luncheon and I learned something new.

MR. HARRINGTON: Every time I talk to Bill I learn something new.

MRS. LYON: I do too, and I had a room load of people one night from his hometown.  So this one woman in the room asked me, and I thought I knew most of the answers, you know, and she said, “Would you please tell me what kind of coal they used?”  I said, “No, mam, I don’t know what kind of coal they used.”  My daughter said, “Why didn’t you tell her black.”

MR. HARRINGTON: That is what I’m thinking.  
MRS. LYON: They were from coal country so she was really interested that it was bituminous coal.  Then I had one lady ask me, “Where did uranium come from?”  The first uranium came from the Belgian Congo, but then we got a second batch from Utah.  I did learn something.  And of course I had to call all these people that worked to ask them do you know and they know so much you know.  I learn something every time I get a group of people from a bus.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Do you do tours for the city?
MRS. LYON: No, for the Visitor’s Center.

MR. HARRINGTON: OK.  Still today?
MRS. LYON: Yes, I have been working there every Wednesday morning for thirteen years.  I really enjoy it.  I have met a lot of nice people.

MR. HARRINGTON: You are a great ambassador for Oak Ridge. Thank you so much, Margene.
MRS. LYON: Well, I just love to tell the history and they like it one on one.  

[End of Interview]
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