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MR. HARRINGTON: Professional training and experience?  
MR. KNISELEY: I went to the University of Pittsburgh.  I got my M.D. in December 1943 and trained at St. Margaret’s Hospital and went on to the Mayo Clinic as a fellow in pathology.  This was war time. We had staggered departments.  I was there for half of my residency and then went on active duty in the Army. I was the pathologist at the army hospital at Fort Dix and then Valley Forge General Hospital.  I returned to the clinic where I completed my residency.   I was hired as the first pathologist at the Lovelace Clinic in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Dr. Lovelace had been at the Mayo Clinic and had opened his clinic.  After two years, Dr. Paul Spray, who was here, lured me to come to Oak Ridge.  I was the pathologist half time at Oak Ridge Hospital and half time did research at the Oak Ridge Institute of Nuclear Studies, in the medical division.  Then, I worked there for 4 years.  In 1955, I went to the San Francisco Bay area for four years where I worked with Frank Dutra with whom I had served with in the army.  I returned to Oak Ridge in 1959.  I was now full time with ORAU as a chief of clinical research and training.  During that time the amount of early training in nuclear medicine, handling radioisotopes was given at ORAU for doctors that came from all over the country.  In fact, we had fellows from different parts of the world, Japan, the Middle East, and so on.  We were really participating in the development of the specialty of nuclear medicine.  I was asked to serve on the founding board for nuclear medicine, so I was one of the founders of that.   In 1973, I was appointed as director of Life Science Division of the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna, Austria.  We went over there on a two- year contract.  At that point, I needed, according to my friends, some psychiatric help because I left research and academic medicine to be a country doctor.  We were there in a small town.  
MR. HARRINGTON: What prompted that change?  
MR. KNISELEY: I always wanted to be a doctor.  I was very young when I graduated.  I thought pathology would prepare me better for clinical medicine, but I just got too far into pathology, so I stayed.  My kids were grown.  It turned out to be a very fascinating life experience.  
MR. HARRINGTON: How long did you do that?
MR. KNISELEY: Then we came back and I retired and came back to Oak Ridge in 1994.  I worked at the community clinic here and at the walk-in clinic.  I retired when I was 80.  That was about 7 years ago.  

MR. HARRINGTON: What brought you back? 
MR. KNISELEY: It was home.  We raised the kids here, came back to, as my wife said, “The Elephant Graveyard.”  

MR. HARRINGTON: It must have been very exciting?  Everything must have been so different for you being on the cutting edge here? Did it feel that way at the time? 

MR. KNISELEY: Yes, it was an interesting time.  I’ve enjoyed all my experiences here, none I wanted to do forever.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Let’s talk about the Board of Nuclear Medicine that you founded.  How did that come about?  
MR. KNISELEY: Well, with a conjoined board that had representatives from internal medicine, radiology, and pathology.  It had to be approved first through the AMA criteria. I was one of the representatives from the Board of Pathology.  We had to go through quite a bit of work to get their approval and learn how to learn how to give examinations, techniques in examining. We went to Philadelphia to the, I guess it was the Board of Internal Medicine, and learned how to conduct and phrase the questionnaires and exams.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Who were the other founders?   
MR. KNISELEY: I don’t know if I can remember names.  Dr. W. Newlon “Dub” Tauxe, who I met in Oak Ridge actually, was one of the other pathologists.  He went from here to the Mayo Clinic and remained on staff.  He ended up as a professor at the University of Pittsburgh.  I have to reach to get the names of the other members.  I think there were about 12 of them.  
MR. HARRINGTON: What was the relationship with the hospital?  Obviously you’re studying medicine and all of this research, how did that interact with the hospital?  
MR. KNISELEY: When I came originally, I was a pathologist for both the hospital and the research hospital.  What years?  1951 to 1955.  When I came back here in 1959 from California, I was full time with ORAU medical division.  I was the associate chairman of pathology. The research hospital was closed down by the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) probably in the mid to late 70s.  
MR. HARRINGTON: How was ORAU related to the hospital?  
MR. KNISELEY: ORAU was a consortium of a number of schools in the Southeast.  They were funded by government contracts. The Oak Ridge Hospital, when I arrived, was a non-profit hospital.  It was an old cement building.  In the mid 1950s, the AEC built what was the first of the Oak Ridge Hospital that then, after a political battle, became Methodist Hospital. The Methodists seemed to prevail.
MR. HARRINGTON: I am just curious with all of that research and everything so close and though they were completely separate entities, was there any transfer, any trading of knowledge? 
MR. KNISELEY: Patients who needed or volunteered to come into the research program were treated without cost.  Many of them had cancer but they were also developing diagnostic tests.  Early on, it was thyroid imaging and thyroid function tests. The local people were treated with that.  The research program had to do with radiation as an agent for treating disease and also for studying and understanding the diagnosing.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Were there a lot of patients that had issues from working at the plant or at the lab?  
MR. KNISELEY: We did take care of patients from the lab that were involved in the radiation accident out there.  There was a spill accident in 1959.  There were not any deaths, but we followed them and studied bone marrow and their formation.  Did they develop cancer?  No, I don’t remember any of them developing cancer.  The common treatment was for leukemia, but other than that no other cancers.  It could have happened later on. 
MR. HARRINGTON: Spill?  
MR. KNISELEY: It was an accident where they were transferring radioactive, I guess, uranium or titanium or something.  They put it into a drum in a configuration that allowed a rather small reaction. Well, it was like a little atom bomb.  There was a release of gamma radiation. It was the same principle as a bomb going off, a nuclear reaction.  I am not an expert.  They figure out the configuration of the material, then they can get a controlled reaction with the same principle.  
MR. HARRINGTON: How many people were involved in that?  Did they come to the hospital first? 
MR. KNISELEY: Yes. They were treated.  I don’t remember, maybe a handful.  It was just the guys who happened to be at the area of Y-12.  

MR. HARRINGTON: You raised your children here?  
MR. KNISELEY: Some of them were born here.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Do any of them still live in the area? 
MR. KNISELEY: Yes, one daughter lives in Knoxville and she is on the staff at UT. 
MR. HARRINGTON: Did they all follow in your footsteps?  
MR. KNISELEY: My oldest daughter Susan is a painter and I’m a painter.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Dr. Spray was telling me yesterday about your artwork and some of it is at the University of Pittsburgh.  What is your medium? What do you paint?  
MR. KNISELEY: Mostly acrylics. I started off with oils before acrylics came. I am an acrylics person.  It’s a lot easier.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Portraits?  Landscapes?    
MR. KNISELEY: I have done portraits, landscapes and political commentary. My political commentary I am talking about is collateral damage.  Do you know what collateral damage is? I’ve had several paintings, one was called “Car Bombs” and was in the annual regional juried art show at Oak Ridge Art Center  last year. A couple of years ago I won a first prize at the same show called “Three Dead Stone Throwers.”  In it there were three men holding their dead little boys. I have paintings at the Corner Gallery in Grove Center.  It’s sort of an artists’ collaborative.  It’s really Eun Sook Kim’s project, but we help her.
MR. HARRINGTON:  Dr. Spray was telling me what good friends you all are … 
MR. KNISELEY: We were all together in Boy Scouts back in the Pittsburgh area.  We went to different high schools.  Our parents worked at the same company. It was a switch and signal company that made railway apparatus. We went to college together. We worked at the Mayo Clinic together.  We were stationed at Valley Forge Hospital together.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Were there others that you were close to? 
MR. KNISELEY: We had collegial friendships.  When I came in 1951 there were only 20, 30 doctors here and the town was probably not much difference in size.  There have been a lot of changes with pathology, great many different technologies.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Looking back, would you say that you’d prefer being the country doctor or pathologist?   
MR. KNISELEY: They were different experiences.  I treasure all.  I didn’t get stuck in the woods as you can see.  I also had some other interests. I was on the National Board of Planned Parenthood in the 70s. I was on the executive board.   That was an interesting job.   

MR. HARRINGTON: Anything that stands out in your mind regarding the hospital?  
MR. KNISELEY: I remember from the early days coming in and seeing problems with blacks and whites and segregated wards.  I remember one scientist from the area, from one of the black schools, came to visit. We took him to lunch in the cafeteria. This was in the early 1950s. That was a startling thing to do.  The black workers in the kitchen all looked out at this. They never saw a black man eating in a white cafeteria.
MR. HARRINGTON: You basically desegregated the hospital cafeteria?  
MR. KNISELEY: We did.  I was part of the protest in the early 1960s.  I picketed the Davis Brothers Cafeteria and the Mayflower and was part of the picket line.
MR. HARRINGTON: Do you remember Dr. Elvin Davidson?  I am not sure if he was resident or intern in the ER.  I think he was the first. 
MR. KNISELEY: He might have been here in the 1950s but from 1955 to 1959, I was in California.  I don’t remember.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Are you originally from the Pittsburgh area? 
MR. KNISELEY: Yes.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Your wife?  Where did you meet her?  
Joan? 
MR. HARRINGTON: Yes. 
MR. KNISELEY: I met her at the Oak Ridge Playhouse.  We were both in “The Three Penny Opera.”  We didn’t get together for about 10 years.  My first wife died.  Helen was only in her early 40s. She was a social worker in the Red Cross. I met her at General Hospital in Fort Dix.  
MR. HARRINGTON: What did you think about the Army? 
MR. KNISELEY: At the time, of course, we were all drafted.  It was not a free choice. I went because everybody went.  I was there 2 years.  I look back on it as another great experience because I found out some things about how the Army worked.  What I did in the Army was more the same as to what I’d be doing in civilian life.  I was full-time chief of the hospital laboratory and supervised various types of duties, autopsies. 
MR. HARRINGTON: So you say that you probably would be doing the same thing as a civilian, what are the differences?  
MR. KNISELEY: I think the work itself similar.  If you’re doing blood type matches for bad vision, then you do them the same in the Army as you did in the civilian life.  If you have a tissue diagnosis, you processed it and read it under the microscope.  There are limited choices, of course, of what you can do if they transfer.  You have no choice. I was at Fort Dix and I got transferred to Valley Forge Hospital.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Here in Oak Ridge, would you say that, as a pathologist, is there anything that would have been unusual about Oak Ridge that you probably would not have seen elsewhere in your line of work? 
MR. KNISELEY: I think living in Oak Ridge was unique because the nature of the young community with our generation and without our families.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Is there is anything regarding the history of the hospital that only you would know or that you want people to know or that you would like to see in a history book?  
MR. KNISELEY: I think the physicians who were here when I came, some of them had been assigned when they were in the Army and then they decided to stay.  People who were recruited liked to come to Oak Ridge.  There was a group of people who had been assigned here that decided Oak Ridge was the place to be.  I think there were some real characters.  I think Dana Nance, who was a surgeon, came here after his release from a Japanese prison.  I think his father was a missionary and he ended up in the Far East and was captured by the Japanese.  He was not in the military.  He got back here and of course had a unique experience, both in practicing and in life.  If you had a lot of things wrong with you, Dana Nance was a good man to be around.  His wife was on the early city councils.  There were other characters like that.   There was John Crews who was a family doctor.  At one point, I think John drank too much and, why I’m not sure, but he went down with a shotgun and blew a hole in the front door of the police station.  Another doctor left to practice somewhere else and he crashed somewhere up in the Smokies and walked away.  I can’t remember his name.  That was in the 1950s.  These things pop in your head from time to time.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Could you tell us what Dr. Spray was like?  We know Dr. Spray now, always so quiet, was he always that way?
MR. KNISELEY: Yes.  I also knew his wife in high school.  She died.  
MR. HARRINGTON: So you liked her as well?
MR. KNISELEY: Good people.  The young girl, she was a gorgeous, brown-eyed blonde.  Sharp, very intelligent, a little far ahead in her time.  She lost that in her later years.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Would you say Dr. Spray was similar?
MR. KNISELEY: No.  He always had to be doing something.  While the rest of us fellows went to a football game at Pitt, he was cleaning up the broken glass in a vacant lot so kids could go play there.  He was determined to do missionary work.
MR. HARRINGTON: I remember you definitely came to the first retired physician event that we had.  Did you come last year?  I don’t remember.   
MR. KNISELEY: In think I did.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Did you know a lot of those people? 
MR. KNISELEY: Yeah.  A lot of them came later.  

MR. HARRINGTON: Are you still involved with anything at the hospital or more in the arts now?  Committees or anything like that?  
MR. KNISELEY: No, I did my share of committee work. I was one the early board members of the mental health facility.  Back in the Vietnam War when there was a lot of protesting, I was chairman of the board of the Unitarian Church.  I had to deal with the division in the church over the war.

MR. HARRINGTON: East TN can be interesting having different communities in this area.  Oak Ridge is different.  It tends to be more open. Was it the same before as well?
MR. KNISELEY: Yeah.  I think it was more liberal and I guess that is still true compared to the rest of the county.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Talking to Dr. Davidson, I believe he was the first African American to be in the ER here.  He served in WW2, had lived in New York and had lived in lots of different places.  He said that Knoxville, during desegregation and the Civil Rights movement, as being a place that was not as violent or there was not as much of it.  Would you say the same of Oak Ridge?
MR. KNISELEY: Yeah. We were active in the early days in getting desegregated.  
MR. HARRINGTON: Did it happen any earlier here?
MR. KNISELEY: Yeah, at the Clinton School. 
[End of Interview]
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