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MR. MCDANIEL: This is Keith McDaniel and today is November 15, 2014 and I am in Oak Ridge at my studio and I'm talking with Mr. Carl Ledbetter. Mr. Ledbetter, thank you for taking time to talk with us.
MR. LEDBETTER: Glad to be here. Glad to listen to... have somebody listen to my old stories. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, let's just start at the beginning. Why don't you tell me where you were born and something about your childhood and family?
MR. LEDBETTER: I was born in Old Hickory, Tennessee. My father worked for DuPont in Old Hickory.

MR. MCDANIEL: And where's Old Hickory?

MR. LEDBETTER: Old Hickory, Tennessee's in Davidson County. It's about eight to 10 miles from Nashville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: But it's in part of the county that Nashville is in... the capitol.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: The... Like I said, my father worked for DuPont, my grandfather worked for DuPont, my mother worked for DuPont and they were... At that time, DuPont had been... DuPont was a textile mill. They made rayon and nylon, as I understand it. And we wound up, in about 1943, going to -- I was born in 1938.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: And about 1943, we went to Hanford, Washington, or Richland, Washington. We lived in Richland, Washington. Hanford, Washington, was part of the Manhattan Project.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was 1943 is when ...?
MR. LEDBETTER: Roughly about 1943.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure...
MR. LEDBETTER: Could have been around 1944. And we stayed in Richland, Washington, three years and moved back to Old Hickory or, 'scuse me, back to Oak Ridge in February of 1947.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, your dad, who was working for DuPont, he went to work on the project...?
MR. LEDBETTER: He went to work on the project ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Out in ...
MR. LEDBETTER: Out in Hanford, and worked for DuPont.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And when he came back to Oak Ridge, I think that he was still working for DuPont. Those times are a little confusing. There was DuPont, there was... In Oak Ridge...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: There was... I think Eastman Kodak had a contract?

MR. MCDANIEL: Eastman Kodak.
MR. LEDBETTER: And then it finally wound up with Union Carbide.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, what did your dad do for DuPont?
MR. LEDBETTER: My father worked ... where?

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, what was his profession? I mean, was he a chemist?
MR. LEDBETTER: No.

MR. MCDANIEL: An engineer?
MR. LEDBETTER: He was just a ... he was mainly just a supervisor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: He supervised... I think he supervised the line, so to speak, in Old Hickory, at the textile mills.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see. Ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I'd have no idea what he did in Hanford, Washington.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure...
MR. LEDBETTER: And when he came to Oak Ridge, he worked at X-10...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: Or ORNL as it's now noticed.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...

MR. LEDBETTER: And what he did out there I have no idea. He worked for some place called Health Physics.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And that's all I know about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. He... Now, did he retire from Oak Ridge?
MR. LEDBETTER: Yes, sir, he retired in 1975.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok. All right. Well, very good. So, when you ...? So, when you moved to Oak Ridge, you were how old?
MR. LEDBETTER: I was in the third grade in '47. I was roughly... I was eight years old.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did you have brothers and sisters?
MR. LEDBETTER: Had one brother that was born in 1946 in Richland, Washington, and he came with us to Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, he was... he was...?
MR. LEDBETTER: A baby.

MR. MCDANIEL: A baby.

MR. LEDBETTER: A child in arms.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, when you came to Oak Ridge, you were eight and... So, tell me, now, where did you...? Where did you all move to? Where did you live?
MR. LEDBETTER: When we first came to Oak Ridge... When we came back from Hanford, Washington, my father had been here for roughly... for a period of time and I don't remember that. We lived in Hanford for a while and then we stayed for a... Came across country on a train -- and lived in Old Hickory... Well, lived in Old Hickory with my grandfather for a couple of days

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MR. LEDBETTER: And then, we came to Oak Ridge and we wound up living in a flat top up in East End. I don't even remember what the... the street was or nothing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: But we only stayed there for about three days or maybe a week.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh.

MR. LEDBETTER: And then, we wound up moving to 105 Peach Rd. ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: ... into a "C".

MR. MCDANIEL: A "C"...
MR. LEDBETTER: C-type house, Cemesto ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, Peach is...

MR. LEDBETTER: Off of Pennsylvania...

MR. MCDANIEL: Off Pennsylvania... on the hill...
MR. LEDBETTER: Right above the high school -- the new high... well, the high school...

MR. MCDANIEL: The old... well, yeah... yeah...
MR. LEDBETTER: The new high school which ... (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly... Now, how long did you stay there?
MR. LEDBETTER: My mother... well, my father died in the house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: Or died at the house in 1985. Mother lived there until roughly about 1990, ‘92, something like that. She sold the house and wound up living on Venus Rd. and renting.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, you grew up in that house, didn't you?

MR. LEDBETTER: I grew up in that house, yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Once you came to Oak Ridge.
MR. LEDBETTER: Once I came to Oak Ridge we stayed in the same house for the whole time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... So... So, this was in the late 50s, no, excuse me, you came in the ... You came in '47...

MR. LEDBETTER: '47, right.

MR. MCDANIEL: So, right...
MR. LEDBETTER: Went to Pine Valley Grammar School...

MR. MCDANIEL: That's what I was going to ask you, where'd you go to school...
MR. LEDBETTER: Went to Pine Valley Grammar School. I was in third grade -- I don't remember my teacher's name -- and went there through the sixth grade.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, where was Pine Valley? Was it on New York? Is that the one that the administration ...?

MR. LEDBETTER: It's off of New York, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. The administration...
MR. LEDBETTER: The roads... I don't remember.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... But I think that's the school administration building now.

MR. LEDBETTER: That's the school administration building. That's another one I shut down.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure... (laughter) So... And then you went on to ... Where'd you go to...?

MR. LEDBETTER: I went to junior high down at Robertsville, for one year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh...
MR. LEDBETTER: And then, went to Jefferson Jr. up at Blankenship Field, which was the old high school, for one year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I was, I guess, the second class to start Oak Ridge High School.

MR. MCDANIEL: The new... the new...
MR. LEDBETTER: The new high school, yep... the new high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: All right.
MR. LEDBETTER: The old high school now is probably sixty years old?

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, yeah. Sure. Well, tell me what it was like living and growing up in Oak Ridge. Tell me things you remember.
MR. LEDBETTER: It was interesting. We used to ride -- I remember, we had a school bus that came around and took us to Pine Valley.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh...
MR. LEDBETTER: To ride that bus, you needed a pass of some kind but it would stop right in front of me, in front of my house roughly. When I went to Robertsville, down in, let's see, I guess that's west of Grove Center, where the new Robertsville is right now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: They ... I did not realize it, but they had three grades that went there. I started in the seventh grade and the schools were...

MR. MCDANIEL: And it was seventh, eighth and ninth.
MR. LEDBETTER: It was seventh, eighth and ninth at that time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And the ninth graders were in an old building, brick building, that had fire escapes on the outside of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. LEDBETTER: The round ones. 'Cause they'd come out of the... We'd have a fire drill. They'd come out of there... and I never did live that ... I never did go to that school that long.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. LEDBETTER: And ... but I had to ride the bus, and I think I rode a city bus. I've thought about, "How did I get there?" but the bus came down Pennsylvania and it probably took me to the main bus station down at...

MR. MCDANIEL: Central? The Central Bus Station?
MR. LEDBETTER: Central Bus Station down at Jackson Square.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I changed buses and I think they'd take us to the school, to Robertsville School.

MR. MCDANIEL: Huh.
MR. LEDBETTER: And then, when I went to Jefferson Jr., they still only had one junior high in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I rode the bus. Picked up a bus in Pennsylvania but at that time you could actually... There was two or three different bus routes and they would dump us off -- let us out -- down where the old post office was at Jackson Square and you got to walk up the steps and go through Jackson Square by the Center Theater, the drugstore and then climb the steps up to the top.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, why did you not... Why did you go to Robertsville one year then to Jefferson?
MR. LEDBETTER: They... They had just opened up that high school... well, they still had... they were working on a new high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: At that time period, and the old high school up at Jackson Square...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right...

MR. LEDBETTER: ... still had the high school. That was the high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And, so, the only junior high they had at that time was at Robertsville.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MR. LEDBETTER: And then, when they ...

MR. MCDANIEL: So... So when they moved ... moved the high school students out to the new high school...

MR. LEDBETTER: They gave us...

MR. MCDANIEL: They gave you more space...
MR. LEDBETTER: They gave us Jefferson Jr., plus they put another class down there. They put the ninth graders down there at the high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And so, you only had two...

MR. MCDANIEL: Two years...
MR. LEDBETTER: Two grades at Jefferson and I think they immediately started tearing down the old Robertsville High School. How they determined what to be torn down and what not to be torn down has always been a mystery to me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, is that ... ? Now, so Robertsville, the old Robertsville, is where new, or existing...
MR. LEDBETTER: Yeah, where the new one is right now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly. So, that's what they did is they transferred the students from Robertsville to Jefferson once it was available... Once the new high school was started.

MR. LEDBETTER: Yes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: And then, they rebuilt Robertsville.
MR. LEDBETTER: They rebuilt Robertsville.

MR. MCDANIEL: I see.

MR. LEDBETTER: And I think they rebuilt Jefferson and, for a long time, I left ... I really left Oak Ridge in about 1956.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well they... they built new Jefferson out on the east end of town.

MR. LEDBETTER: East end... yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. So, you were... So, but you grew up in Oak Ridge and went to high school in Oak Ridge.
MR. LEDBETTER: Went to high school ...

MR. MCDANIEL: And graduated...?
MR. LEDBETTER: Graduated from Oak Ridge High School ...

MR. MCDANIEL: High school... right, right...
MR. LEDBETTER: ... in 1956.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, what was it like to be a teenager in the '50s in Oak Ridge?
MR. LEDBETTER: Well, it was definitely interesting. You didn't ... You thought it was just normal. And I guess they, I can remember, actually, when we first came to Oak Ridge, we had to go through the gates around the... in and out of the town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I can remember going across White Wing Bridge. I can remember going across the bridge at ... that took you to Kingston Pike, that went across the river. At that time, they did not have the lake.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: It was just the Clinch River.

MR. MCDANIEL: And where was that? At Solway?
MR. LEDBETTER: No, this was... They actually had a... Bull Run Steam Plant.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, right.

MR. LEDBETTER: They had a single-lane, wooden bridge that went across there. Elza Gate. You went out Elza Gate to Clinton if you had to go to Clinton.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: You went to Oliver Springs, you went up to the top of the hill, Illinois, went through a guard gate there and they've straightened that road out quite a bit although it is still wiggly.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. LEDBETTER: The neighborhood I grew up in was... Well, those days, I look back on it, most of the people in the neighborhood had children and, when my mother left the neighborhood, she was about the last one to leave.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. LEDBETTER: The rest of the neighbors...

MR. MCDANIEL: Had already gone.

MR. LEDBETTER: Had already died, so to speak.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, sure ...
MR. LEDBETTER: And gone. So it was interesting... They think of it as Oak Ridge being sort of temporary but most of the people, or a lot of the people, that came were still here. Forever.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure... I remember, speaking of that, I remember when I grew up in Kingston, I lived on a street and there were probably 25, maybe 30 houses on this one street and when I was young, there were a hundred kids living on that street (laughter) and now, my mother still lives in that house and they're all... There's a... They're all old people.
MR. LEDBETTER: Yes.

MR. MCDANIEL: Or they're new families moving in after the old people died, you know, or went to a nursing home, you know, type thing, so... So, I understand that. Well, while we're... Tell me some of your ... Tell me some of your remembrances about being in high school, being a teenager in Oak Ridge. What were some of the things that you did?
MR. LEDBETTER: For one thing, I never rode the... Once I went to high school and started at the new high school, I never rode a bus to school. I lived close enough to where I walked.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: And, so, there was always a line of people that were walking down Pennsylvania, went through... went down Hillside.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And took a turn down one of the little roads there on Hillside and came in to the high school, right across in front of the high school on Providence Road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I was probably a sophomore, maybe, before I realized that there was a bus service that took people to the high school (laughter).

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: Because they all mainly came... they got off at the Oak Ridge Turnpike or down at the other end of the high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I don't know how those people ... I don't know where they come from. I guess the buses were...

MR. MCDANIEL: They were running from all over the city.

MR. LEDBETTER: They were running from all over the city. And then, found out, also, there was a bus that also picked them up down on Pennsylvania at the end where Providence hits Pennsylvania.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I've talked to some other people since lately and apparently there was some that come in from the west end of town that were let off at Grove Center. And I never... did not realize it.

MR. MCDANIEL: And they walked. They walked from Grove Center.
MR. LEDBETTER: They walked from Grove Center.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. But it's not far.
MR. LEDBETTER: It's not that far. Well...

MR. MCDANIEL: Across the street, basically.
MR. LEDBETTER: It was almost as far... Well, not very far.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, exactly.

MR. LEDBETTER: Oak Ridge High School, I look back on it, there was probably the best education available for anybody in the state. And I think I knew it, subconsciously, but I did not take advantage of it, unfortunately. I really had to pay the price when I went to college.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. LEDBETTER: Some of the people that I know went on to bigger and better things, so.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right...
MR. LEDBETTER: The school... Well, the town... The town provided quite a bit of the school and the town provided quite a bit of entertainment. It always felt secure.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: The policemen never really bothered you. You rarely ever saw them, to be honest about it, you just knew they were there. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. What... What were some of the activities that you were involved in? I mean, were you involved in sports or...

MR. LEDBETTER: I started off playing football at, actually, down at Robertsville Jr. High School and played, was on the team, let's go with I was on the team (laughter) at Jefferson Jr. at Blankenship Field and then I was on the team four years through high school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: And that was always... Well, it was always interesting anyway. One of the things I remember is we would go down to the high school on game night, dress out at the new high school and get on a bus and ride up to Blankenship Field.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: The school was still being used, so they had the dressing rooms for us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And when we got ready to play, or got ready to go on the field, you ran down the hill there at Blankenship Field.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And when the game was over with, you went back up the hill, got on the bus, they took you back to... or we went back to Oak Ridge -- back to the high school -- changed clothes, and then, if you knew somebody that had a vehicle, which was few and far between, by the time you could get out, everybody else had pretty well gone home.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: So, what I remember, after the games, if you went to the Snow White or drove around town, everyone else had pretty well gone and got out of the way.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right. And, you know, that's exactly the same way they still do it.

MR. LEDBETTER: Oh, really? Is it? Oh, ok. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: They still... They put them on a bus, they drive up to Blankenship, you know, so...

MR. LEDBETTER: So it's still is ... But seeing the cars that's down there now, everybody has a car.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah...
MR. LEDBETTER: No doubt about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Everybody's got a car now. So, you played football. Who was your coach?
MR. LEDBETTER: In junior high, it was Nick Orlando and when we got into high school, there was a fellow by the name of Meredith, I think, or Meriden... Mervin, that was the freshmen coach and then, when you got to be a sophomore, and along the way it was Jack Armstrong and John Francis. And, about my junior... senior year, Francis left and a fellow by the name of Don Bordinger came in from Jacksboro, I believe that's where it was. Up in East Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: As the coach.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, Jack Armstrong -- something's named after him, isn't it?
MR. LEDBETTER: Now, that I don't know. Probably so. It wouldn't surprise me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, I think so.

MR. LEDBETTER: I mean, he was the coach for a long time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...

MR. LEDBETTER: And understand, again, I left ... I sort of lost contact in the late 50s, early 60s. Then, when my brother graduated from school in '64, I definitely lost contact with all of the things that were going on.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: High school-wise.

MR. MCDANIEL: Hold on just a second. I'm good. Just thought I heard something funny.

MR. LEDBETTER: Oh, ok. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: But, you know, you were... you were a teenager in Oak Ridge in the 50s and you played football. What were some of the other activities you did, things that you can remember.

MR. LEDBETTER: Well, we used to... We used to go to the movies. That was, aw, you've heard about that -- for a quarter you could go to the movies.

MR. MCDANIEL: Where did you go?
MR. LEDBETTER: Went down... Jefferson was a great place to go.

MR. MCDANIEL: Was it?
MR. LEDBETTER: Jefferson Theatre and then they changed the name of it to the Wayne.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And, shoot, for a quarter, you could spend ... Movie cost nine cents, the bus was a dime. I could catch the bus at the end of my street, it'd take me to... down to the main bus station at Jackson Square. You got a transfer and transferred to the Jefferson. There was another bus station at Jefferson. The bus station they let you off there, stayed all day long for nine cents at that theater.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?

MR. LEDBETTER: And then, when you got through, if you had the transfer and everything worked right, you got back on the bus and you could go back home. So, for a day's entertainment... as I remember, the theatre was just full of kids. And, I look at it now, and, riding the bus all over town and walking -- we walked pretty much everywhere. I went to the swimming pool, looking at it -- had a great swimming pool.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: Unfortunately, I couldn't swim, so I did not... You didn't participate much when you didn't swim, so...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure...
MR. LEDBETTER: The ... We played a lot in the neighborhoods with our friends, our buddies or whatever you want to call them. Played football, Kick the Can, Hide and Go Seek... I've looked back on it over the years and there was nobody in my... I was born in Tennessee. My mother and daddy were native Tennesseans.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: But they were from Middle Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: There was nobody else in my neighborhood from Tennessee.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. LEDBETTER: Yeah. It was ... 

MR. MCDANIEL: They all had moved in from someplace else.

MR. LEDBETTER: They were all from somewhere else. The people that lived across the street were from West Virginia, I think, the people that lived beside of us were from Pennsylvania. The ones that lived catty-cornered across from us were from Connecticut and... But there were no -- and I've often thought about this and told people and my children -- the year I graduated high school in 1956, no one had been born in Oak Ridge that graduated that year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. LEDBETTER: They had all been born somewhere else.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure, sure...

MR. LEDBETTER: 1938, which was the class I graduated with for the most part...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And, so, we were all born from somewhere... We were all from somewhere else.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. LEDBETTER: When high school was over with, seemed like everybody just went everywhere.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: They didn't really start the reunions for years, I guess.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. LEDBETTER: Or at least as far as I'm concerned.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right... I understand. What...? You said, you know, you just went all over Oak Ridge. I mean, you said you felt safe, you felt secure.

MR. LEDBETTER: Yes!

MR. MCDANIEL: I mean, was there a ... was there a part of town that y'all stayed away from? Or...?

MR. LEDBETTER: Not that I know of.

MR. MCDANIEL: Really?
MR. LEDBETTER: I mean, it really, if you could get to it, it was good, as far as I'm concerned.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: The roads that were... 'Course, we were lucky. We had a car and, I guess, after the war, I thought about it. I think gas, money, rationing, had sort of gone away pretty much.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And there was a lot of just driving around the town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: When we moved to Oak Ridge, the house we lived in... 'Course, it had already... Somebody had lived in it the day before we moved in or ever how long it took Roane Anderson to get it ready for us.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.

MR. LEDBETTER: There wasn't a tree in the yard.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. LEDBETTER: Not a tree. They had just... and not many in the neighborhood. And, I know my father would go and pull up... There was farmhouses all over the place.

MR. MCDANIEL: There were what?
MR. LEDBETTER: Old farm houses.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: Now, how he knew where they were, I don't know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: But we would go to these places and he would try and dig or pull up trees out of there and plant them in the yard. And our yard wound up with ... We had a persimmon tree, number of dogwoods and two or three other trees that I didn't recognize that just gave, just some vegetation to break up the bleakness of the yard.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: The house that we lived in, one thing, when we moved into that house, it had a... It was a "C" house, it's a three-bedroom, one bath.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I don't know how we got it because there was two boys, my mother and daddy, but we had a aunt that was living with us. My mother's sister came with us. Now, how she got on the base, or out on the site, I don't know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: But the house, I remember, was huge in those days.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I go back and look at it now -- and the yard was huge. And I go back and look at it now and I think, "That's not very big." (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Hey, I want to take a real quick break.
MR. LEDBETTER: Yes, sir!
MR. MCDANIEL: Ok, I'm going to stop the camera...
[Break in video]
MR. MCDANIEL: Sorry about that. Had to turn everything off for a quick second to fix an audio issue, but I am here with Carl Ledbetter here and we're talking about his childhood, or teenaged years, in Oak Ridge. You talked about going to the movies, you talked about riding the buses, you talked about playing with friends and visiting the swimming pool. Talk a little bit about... I know back in the 50s Oak Ridge had some great places to eat and some hang-outs. So, why don't you talk about those a little bit?

MR. LEDBETTER: Well, that was one thing: We never really ate out that much.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: Going to the Snow White was about the only place that I remember in Oak Ridge ever going to eat and it had a nickle hamburger and they had car hops but you could also go in. It was all stainless steel and slick.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: But that was about the only place that we ever ate out when I was growing up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. LEDBETTER: Yeah. Or I was, you know ... The... We would go to Knoxville ever now and then and eat at the Brown Cafeteria. I don't ever really remember... They talked about the Mayflower Grill. I never remember going into it. The Oak Terrace -- the only time I think that I ever went into the Oak Terrace was when we had our high school prom down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: And that was fancy ... the Oak Terrace was the fancy place.

MR. LEDBETTER: Oak Terrace was the fancy place. I think it had a bowling alley and a number of things there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, do you remember a diner on the corner of Randolph and Providence by the high school? Like a little diner there that high school kids went to eat?

MR. LEDBETTER: Do not remember that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, maybe that was later. Maybe it was after you left, 'cause I remember somebody telling me, talking about that Silver Diner.

MR. LEDBETTER: Oh, really?

MR. MCDANIEL: Right there on... in front of where the swimming pool is now.

MR. LEDBETTER: Now, the swimming pool did have a concession for it, but I don't remember what they served, to be honest about it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: Now, you could... There were some other places that I remember. The... Particularly the Pine Valley -- each little area had a shopping center.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And Pine Valley had a little shopping center right across from the school.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And the shopping center was a... had a barber shop that had four barber chairs in it. Had a drugstore.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: Had a grocery store and I don't know what the grocery store was called except for Pine Valley.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I think it also had a fire... one... had a fire hall at one end of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...

MR. LEDBETTER: And I think there was another store beside of the grocery store but I don't remember what it was. But the drugstore had a grill in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. LEDBETTER: And I remember once I got, well, once I got a little money...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: You could get grilled cheese sandwiches, Cokes and that type of thing there. Sort of a quick order type, almost like a Waffle House now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. You had a counter in there.
MR. LEDBETTER: Had a counter in there. And they was a, down in Jefferson Square or, not Jefferson Square... Down at Jefferson behind the Jefferson Theater there was another shopping center down there that had a pool hall in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. LEDBETTER: And the pool hall had... I guess once I got big enough to where they wouldn't kick me out of the pool hall, they had a hamburger grill back in there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: They would grill you a hamburger back in there. But those are the kind of places I remember eating. So...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.
MR. LEDBETTER: When we first came to Oak Ridge, I'll change -- I'll drive.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: When we first came to Oak Ridge, Peach Rd. had a, it was sort of paved but it did not have a final pavement on it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Uh-huh.

MR. LEDBETTER: And we had the board sidewalks in our yard and that's one of the first remembrances that I have of the Oak Ridge area is them a-coming in and jerking up the board sidewalks out of the yard.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And putting in gutters, concrete gutters and paving the road and putting storm drains in along the side of the road.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And watching the construction for a young boy, that was great entertainment to watch the concrete trucks, the gravel trucks, all of that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I bet.
MR. LEDBETTER: Seemed like it took forever to do that, but once they got it done, it's been there ever since.

MR. MCDANIEL: Been there ever since.
MR. LEDBETTER: Fifty years now. (laughter) When I was growing up... The... We had been out in Washington for a number of... two or three years prior to that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.

MR. LEDBETTER: And once we came back to Tennessee, my father was... He was not a... We never went hunting but he liked fishing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: So, we went fishing and I can remember going fishing behind K-25 in the river.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. LEDBETTER: There was a slough there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And you... we would go in the afternoons or on... and you could... You were within sight of the plant, really.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I can remember when we first started off fishing, we didn't have anything but cane poles. He had two cane poles, one for him and one for me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: We had to... The only way you could ... They were about... They were the length of a car.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: I don't know where he came up with 'em.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...

MR. LEDBETTER: And he had to tie those on the side, on the handles on the car. Only place we had to go, only way he could carry 'em.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And, we started off fishing ... Well, started off, I guess, at K-25 and the area. And then we wound up going over to Ft. Loudon lake and fishing below the dam. And I can remember fishing on a ripramp and I can remember walking up to the side of the dam on a ripramp, the concrete, and touching it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. LEDBETTER: And... Because fishing, for a young boy, it's fun when you're catching it but when you're not, you don't.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, right, right. It's boring.
MR. LEDBETTER: One of the things we had to do was we had to be there by daylight so that meant we had to get up at ... In the dark.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And they did not have the bait places like they do now where you can go buy bait all the time.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: Or anywhere, and so you'd have to find some place and they would sell minnows -- and they called them steelheads.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did they?
MR. LEDBETTER: But they were actually just creek minnows that somebody had seined up and was selling for you.

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. LEDBETTER: And, eventually, we finally worked to the point of ... When we were fishing below the dam, there were people that were in boats that were fishing below the dam, but I never knew anyone that owned a boat so I don't know where they came from. They would be out there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And then we moved on to ... We actually bought a -- my father bought a -- one-and-a-quarter outboard motor.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And you could rent a boat.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. LEDBETTER: That's how we ... We'd go fishing.

MR. MCDANIEL: So you had the boat... you had the motor, but you could go rent a boat.
MR. LEDBETTER: You had the motor but you would go ... and they had boat docks, but you'd go rent the boats and we would fish above Loudon Lake had boats. We'd go to a place down around Kings... around Rockwood called Eagle Point.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah. Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And, the boats at that time were all wooden. They'd been made out of plywood.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: Flat-bottom.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And it did not make any difference, I guess, how big a motor you put on there, that thing would not...

MR. MCDANIEL: It wouldn't go.
MR. LEDBETTER: It wouldn't go. But it was fun and you had to ... 'course we only went during the season, so to speak.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly. But was that sort of his hobby?
MR. LEDBETTER: That was his hobby. And as we got, I guess, as time went along, he'd decided... He'd come out of a farming area ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And he decided, for some reason, that he wanted to put in a garden and back in behind where the new library is now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And, I guess, where the Atomic Museum is...

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: There were some fields back in there and had had some kind of... There were roads back in there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And, so, you just sort of went back in there and took a field.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. LEDBETTER: We took a field. (laughter) I mean, it wasn't big as a house, maybe or something like that.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I remember he planted tomatoes, well, he planted fruit out there. But I learned to drive on those roads, that's where I got my driver's training. He would take me out there and we would ... He would do that and I'd jerk-a, jerk-a, jerk-a around the block on the pavement.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that was back... That area was Middle Town and that was the... You know, they had those temporary... it was a trailer community.
MR. LEDBETTER: It was a trailer community. It was some kind of trailer community.

MR. MCDANIEL: During the war.
MR. LEDBETTER: And there was no buildings there or nothing. When you dug it up... He dug it up with a shovel.

MR. MCDANIEL: What did ... What kind of car did you learn to drive in?
MR. LEDBETTER: I learned to drive in a 1953 Chevrolet.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: Had a six-cylinder engine in it. First new car that he ever bought. Up until then ... When we came from Washington he had a... Somehow he had managed to keep up with a vehicle and he had a 19 and 49 Pontiac coupe. Two door. The back seat... Well, the front seat was wide as this room right here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. It was big.

MR. LEDBETTER: It was big. There was no back seat. You had two little jump seats that folded up.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Folded up, yeah...

MR. LEDBETTER: Like the back of the pick-up trucks do now.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure...

MR. LEDBETTER: And, I guess, I don't remember a whole lot about what he had to do for maintenance but I know after the war, he was... They started building cars and selling them but you couldn't buy a new car because of the price-fixing on them, what it was.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: But you could buy a used car. And I know we bought a couple of used cars and he would... They had been upgraded, so to speak, where they could charge more for them. We had one that had two spotlights on the side of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: Had a visor over the front of the windshield. They had additions on them so that they had ...

MR. MCDANIEL: They had put on there ...
MR. LEDBETTER: Where they could charge more.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, was this in Oak Ridge where you bought those cars?
MR. LEDBETTER: That's where we were driving them, so I don't know where he bought them from. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly.

MR. LEDBETTER: And then he bought a 1953 Chevrolet brand new. That was the first car... First brand new car we had.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: Gear shift and when he bought it it didn't have a heater in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: It didn't have a radio. And one of the first things... We had to go to somewhere and we had to put a... He bought a heater and we had to put a hot water heater in that thing. And radio didn't get put in for a number of years.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And hold the air conditioner. But it had a three shift... Three speed shift on the column and it was... It was a vehicle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Now, did you have any buddies that had vehicles when you were in high school that you ran around with?
MR. LEDBETTER: The only vehicles that I... I wound up buying, having a motor scooter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. LEDBETTER: Bought it, I guess, the year, right at the start of my senior year. I drove it during the summer and then rode it to school all during my senior year.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And the summer prior to my senior year. And I had a couple of buddies that had motor scooters. These were not motorcycles, this was a motor scooter.

MR. MCDANIEL: Motor scooter, right ...
MR. LEDBETTER: And I wound up buying... Somehow, I got a, it was a Sears motor scooter, had a five horse power motor on it and it was sort of a rip-off of a Cushman, I guess I would call it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, exactly. So it was really a scooter.

MR. LEDBETTER: It was really a scooter. It had a wheelbarrow wheel on the front of it. It had ... You started it and it had like a chainsaw clutch...

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: It did have a headlight on it, but the only way the headlight worked, it had a magneto on it and the faster you run the motor, the brighter the headlight, so...

MR. MCDANIEL: Really? Oh, ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: But there were not many other vehicles around town.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's one of the things I wanted to ask you: Now, did you have a job when you were in high school? Did you work?
MR. LEDBETTER: I work, but I cut grass. My father came up, somehow... I remember, I started off trying to cut grass with a push, reel-type mower.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And he came up with one of the... Well, one of the ... A rotary power mower.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And, it was used... And I remember, I cut grass and cut grass and cut grass and cut grass.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: But, you know, I made what I thought was good money.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I worked for... I got a-hold of, or somebody got a-hold of me a fellow in Oak Ridge, fellow name of Dr. Henry Ruley.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: And he was a surgeon down at the hospital.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: And he liked to keep a nice yard and I kept the yard for him. And he continued to provide job opportunities for me on up through college.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. LEDBETTER: And he actually was in charge... When we moved to Oak Ridge, here we go!

MR. MCDANIEL: It's ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: They didn't have any churches in Oak Ridge.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: But we belonged to the Baptist... we were Baptists.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: The Baptists went to church on Sunday morning. Well, I guess it was Sunday morning -- whenever Mother made us go -- down at the high school. I'm talking about at the old high school up at Blankenship Field.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And it had to have been in the early 50s, late 40s, early 50s, they started building churches.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And they built the First Baptist Church in Oak Ridge on the Turnpike and whatever that road is that crosses the Turnpike right there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: That place where that church is built used to be a farmers' market. And, it was gravel, some pavement and so forth. They built a church there, put in the pavement, then they started putting in the yard.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: I guess the yard.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And this fellow, Dr. Ruley, got me to go over there and I worked one whole summer for him over there. Every day in that yard.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right?
MR. LEDBETTER: We planted trees, we fertilized trees, I cut... I say, "we"... he would come by couple of times, maybe three times.

MR. MCDANIEL: And he paid you to do the work for the church yard?
MR. LEDBETTER: The church, well, the church actually paid.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.
MR. LEDBETTER: Yeah, yeah... but he...

MR. MCDANIEL: But he got you the job.

MR. LEDBETTER: But he got me the job.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And he told me what to do. He was actually the head guy.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And he would come by, usually once a day, and would lay out what he wanted done and I planted trees, I dug, moved this, cut grass and so forth.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And then... And you didn't need a whole lot of money then.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: I mean, you know, you could buy a Coke for a nickel, gasoline was twenty-nine cents a gallon.

MR. MCDANIEL: A gallon... sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: Clothes were being provided for me by Mother and Daddy...

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah...
MR. LEDBETTER: And so, didn't need... And I had that motor scooter, but I paid for that motor scooter myself.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right...

MR. LEDBETTER: And I wanted to... One thing I did was I had a, I guess, when I was going through high school, they come around and say, "Well, what would you like to be when you go ahead and start working?"

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: Well, you picked a profession and I picked veterinarian. I thought, that sounds pretty good. And I had a friend who was somehow tied... there was two animal doctors in town. Veterinarians... Well, in the area.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: One of them was a clinic that was actually in Oak Ridge down behind the warehouses. I think his name's Robinson.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: There was another fellow that was out on Hwy. 61 that was named Kyle. I don't know first names. He was Dr. Kyle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And part of his clinic is still there. This friend of mine got me a job out there to work with this Dr. Kyle and I worked quite a bit for him and I decided in that time period I did not want to be a veterinarian.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: We ... He did ... the local doctor, Robinson, did small animals...

MR. MCDANIEL: And he did the big animals.
MR. LEDBETTER: And the small animals, too.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And he kept... And he also had ... He also raised mice.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: And he had a... The house is still out there... He built that... He already had his clinic going, but one of the things I did when I first went out there was sort of help build that building. That was where he raised mice. And he had some... I was just general help. He had one or two older college students that worked with him, worked with the mice. And we would hold a mice round-up we'd call it, and he would load up the mice in the back of his station wagon.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: I don't know where they went. I don't know. I didn't take 'em. It wasn't my job.

MR. MCDANIEL: So they didn't... I mean, I wonder if they went to the Mouse House out at the lab.

MR. LEDBETTER: I always assumed that they did. But at that time period, you know, my interest was in... was not in where they went.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, I understand.
MR. LEDBETTER: Let's load them up and get them out of here.

MR. MCDANIEL: Well, that's interesting. I'll need to do a little research into that.
MR. LEDBETTER: The... And also, he, in those days, we would... They would have, I guess he may have been the only veterinarian in the county. I don't know. We would go and... And I asked him... There were some dairies around and we would go take blood samples, or he would, I was just the general help.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.

MR. LEDBETTER: And he would take blood samples out of these dairy cattle. The cows would be already in stalls and he would take blood samples.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I remember also we would hold.. He would hold veterinarian... or rabies clinics.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.
MR. LEDBETTER: And we would show up at a crossroads, a churchyard, a schoolyard, somewhere, I don't know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: I would show up at his place, he would load ... he would load me and another fellow in a station wagon and we'd go there and set up and they'd be lined up with dogs.

MR. MCDANIEL: His name was Dr. Kyle.

MR. LEDBETTER: Dr. Kyle.

MR. MCDANIEL: Is that right? Huh...
MR. LEDBETTER: And he was on Hwy. 61.

MR. MCDANIEL: Hwy. 61, right, right...

MR. LEDBETTER: The ... But, you know, that... at least they provided me with money, allowed me to do what I wanted to ... And my wife graduated from Oak Ridge High School, also.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. LEDBETTER: She was... Her daddy came... And we have our own reunion whenever I can... Whenever we want to.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: She graduated the same year I did.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: Her name was Sonja Wells.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: They lived out on East Price, which was about six blocks from where I am.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. First... I'll just tell you, first house I ever lived in, my wife and I, when we got married, we rented a house on East Price.

MR. LEDBETTER: Oh, did you, really?

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure did. We sure did.
MR. LEDBETTER: Oh, ok. When was that?

MR. MCDANIEL: That was '92. So it was a little...
MR. LEDBETTER: Ok, they had moved out by then.

MR. MCDANIEL: A little "B" house.
MR. LEDBETTER: Ok, yeah, up at the top... Well, where was it on East Price? Roughly, location wise?

MR. MCDANIEL: It was ... well, you know, you go in one side.

MR. LEDBETTER: Yeah.

MR. MCDANIEL: And you go all the way around, so if you go all the way around it was like the second house, second or third house on the right from the end where it met back up to ...
MR. LEDBETTER: Were you back up to the top of the hill?

MR. MCDANIEL: No, we were kind of down... down a little bit.

MR. LEDBETTER: Ok. 'Cause the road changes right there at the bottom of it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah, yeah...
MR. LEDBETTER: It went from East Price to East something or another name.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, yeah.

MR. LEDBETTER: And the... She lived, when they first came to Oak Ridge, they lived on Waddell Circle, I'm told. Now, these are just stories.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure...

MR. LEDBETTER: And somehow, she moved... They moved and they lived in a dup... in a two-family house.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And they moved from there roughly when she was in junior high, if I remember right.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And she had, she's got a sister... She has a sister.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: The sister graduated from Oak Ridge High School in 1959.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.

MR. LEDBETTER: And both... Let's see, her mama and daddy were born in Georgia.

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. LEDBETTER: And both... And my wife, Sonya, was born in Atlanta, Georgia, and her sister was born in Georgia.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And yet, they wound up ... and she came... they came to Oak Ridge in latter part of '46, early part of '47.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And so, she was...

MR. MCDANIEL: What did her... What did her dad do? Did he come here to work?
MR. LEDBETTER: He came here to work. He worked at Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: And he had a chemist... he had a degree in chemistry from some school in Georgia.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And... which was a college degree. No one ... and... I don't know what he did out there.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's the microphone...
MR. LEDBETTER: I'm sorry. Excuse me, right... He worked in the Y-12 plant.

MR. MCDANIEL: He worked in chemistry out at Y-12.

MR. LEDBETTER: And the... It was sort of interesting, the people... We never... I talk with my wife and we really didn't know what our fathers did out there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: Which is sort of an interesting way to grow up. They got up in the morning, rode the ... well, I don't know how... well, rode in a carpool to work.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And came home. And you could almost set your clock by 'em as to when they... Well, you could as to when they left and when they came home. And the first thing Daddy did was he took off his badge and his cigarettes and put 'em in a special place.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And the next morning he picked 'em up took 'em and away we went.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: The... But once I got a motor scooter in Oak Ridge, that gave me a whole lot different places to ride around in and see.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And so, you got to where you could ... you got out more...

MR. MCDANIEL: Explore more.

MR. LEDBETTER: Explore a little bit. The ... You could ride out ... the Turnpike was the greatest place in the world to ride mainly because this five horse power scooter had a time pulling up the hills.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.

MR. LEDBETTER: Of course, Oak Ridge is nothing but hills.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: So... But from the Turnpike on towards the plants and out towards the river is relatively flat. So, there's a lot of riding going on out toward River Road. and up and down the Turnpike. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. Exactly.
MR. LEDBETTER: And the river was another good place to play. Now, I... I don't know how many people played there, but to me, it was a good place to play.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly.
MR. LEDBETTER: One of the places we played was the -- I don't know what they refer to it as -- we always called it G Road. But, there's a creek, river, that runs from down at [inaudible] which is where the railroad tracks cross on Hwy. 61, that runs toward Oliver Springs.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: And it sort of parallels Hwy. 61.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, I see.

MR. LEDBETTER: And there was a gravel, dirt road that sort of... Inside of Hwy. 61 that paralleled that creek.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And, 'course the hills were fun to play in, lots of woods. There was a spring at Dossett, I think is the name of the place down there which is down towards, back towards Clinton on Hwy. 61, and I think it was called, or one of 'em was called Bacon Springs. Or that's what we called it ... A lot of the names we had for stuff, we just gave it names.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly, exactly.

MR. LEDBETTER: The G-road that we went down ... I don't know whether you've ever been down ...

MR. MCDANIEL: Key Springs.

MR. LEDBETTER: There's a road -- a paved road now -- that takes you down the hill to Hwy. 61, east of Oliver Springs, east of Illinois Ave. Out on West... Out on Outer Drive there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure. It's Key Springs.
MR. LEDBETTER: Is that what they call it?

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah and it's as curvy as a ...
MR. LEDBETTER: Well, it's curvy.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's curvy and steep. Yeah.

MR. LEDBETTER: When we went down there, it was not paved. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, is that right?
MR. LEDBETTER: It was strictly gravel.

MR. MCDANIEL: It's called Key Springs Rd.
MR. LEDBETTER: It was ... And there is a spring down at the very bottom of that thing.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I don't know how you get to it now because the last few times I went down there it looks like it's all grown up and blocked off.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And the road... the creek, I know up at the other end, that's at Dossette, you can walk across the creek, play in it, no fish. Now, if you go on down towards Oliver Springs it gets big enough to where you can actually swim in it.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, really?
MR. LEDBETTER: And there were a few deep holes down in there. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right, right, right...

MR. LEDBETTER: And, I know a time or two I went down there and other boys were swimming and swinging on stuff and, again, I didn't swim, so I sort of stayed back away from the water.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly. Well, what else... Is there anything else you want to tell me about? About your time growing up in Oak Ridge? Now, so, think about that, you graduated high school in '56.

MR. LEDBETTER: Graduated in '56.

MR. MCDANIEL: And then you left.

MR. LEDBETTER: Pretty much left. Now, I come back the summers. I worked for two summers ... Well, I came back the first summer, 1957, and worked at the church.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: First Baptist Church, Dr. Ruley, again, stepped in... And I worked five and a half days a week over there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And the... And then, the second two summers I came home, I got on at Y-12...

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, did you?
MR. LEDBETTER: And worked as a summer hire out at Y-12.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And it was... I worked for the maintenance department, had a badge. The... One thing, I guess, that's sort of interesting in the history of Oak Ridge... The only people that talk about it, or you hear about it is they had what they called a "Q" clearance.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: I never have... No one has ever explained to me what a "Q" clearance is. I've had some explanations and it sounds like they're just sort of telling you something.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And ... But the "Q" clearance, the way... what I remember about it was, as I was... There was a few older people in the neighborhood that would apply for jobs and, of course, in those days, there was no computers, everybody... everything was a whole lot more manually driven.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, sure. Absolutely.
MR. LEDBETTER: Typists and secretaries and clerks.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: But, when somebody came around the neighborhood and we always thought it was the F.B.I.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: Don't know who it was, but doing an interview for a "Q" clearance. That meant that the person pretty well was looking towards getting a job on the base and on the site out here.

MR. MCDANIEL: That's... I mean, you're exactly right. They still do that today. They still come to your house.
MR. LEDBETTER: Oh, yeah. (laughter) Right.
MR. MCDANIEL: Had a young man in my neighborhood, he was applying for a job and the F.B.I. came by to ask me about him.

MR. LEDBETTER: Ok. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: This was last year, so they still... It is... It's... They check you out. So...

MR. LEDBETTER: One thing about growing up in Oak Ridge was, well, one of the things, is the... They had three plants, those days. They had Y-12, X-10 and K-25.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And you really didn't worry about who they were... Who the people... Who your friend's parents worked for. You knew they worked for Union Carbide.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: It was just... And mainly the first thing was, where'd they come from.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: That was the first question.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: And then, where does your parent work?

MR. MCDANIEL: Right. At which plant.
MR. LEDBETTER: Yeah, which plant, you know. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Exactly.
MR. LEDBETTER: And...

MR. MCDANIEL: And it turned out that nine out of 10 people worked at one of those plants.

MR. LEDBETTER: Nine out of 10 people worked at those plants. There was the Castle on the Hill.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: That people worked at, but I never really knew anybody that worked there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: The... Let's see... That's pretty well...

MR. MCDANIEL: Ok.

MR. LEDBETTER: Again, the only thing that I find interesting is that when I graduated... When we graduated from high school, nobody had been born in Oak Ridge. So, that's... It took me a while to figure that out and it's just amazing to me.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, exactly, exactly. Well, Mr. Ledbetter, thank you so much for taking time to talk with me.
MR. LEDBETTER: Thank you for having me. (laughter)

MR. MCDANIEL: Certainly. You know, it's not very common that I get to talk to someone who grew up in Oak Ridge, you know, after the war years.
MR. LEDBETTER: Right. And, unfortunately, I have no memory of them opening the gates. I do... One incident that I do have that ... When we first came back...

MR. MCDANIEL: When you were about... 'Cause that was '49.
MR. LEDBETTER: It was '47 when we came.

MR. MCDANIEL: Yeah, but they opened the gates...
MR. LEDBETTER: Oh, it was '49...

MR. MCDANIEL: March of '49, so...
MR. LEDBETTER: When we first came to the ... came into Oak Ridge, we -- there was my mother and daddy, little baby brother, who was just a baby, and my aunt.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, ok.
MR. LEDBETTER: And we all lived in the house together, and we for some -- I guess in the summer time -- 'cause there's no air conditioner, the... Let's see... so to entertain us, and I guess they had come back to Tennessee and wanted to get a-hold of the Tennessee game again, their Tennessee raising, I remember we were supposedly picking blackberries out towards K-25 and there's a creek out there, we were... I's playing in the creek, they were picking blackberries, we were entertaining ourselves and the guards came by.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And they wanted to see our passes. 

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: Well, 'course, I was too young, didn't need a pass.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: My brother was in a whatever they do with it those times.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah.

MR. LEDBETTER: My daddy had a pass 'cause he was used to that. My mother and aunt did not have their passes with them.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, they didn't?

MR. LEDBETTER: They didn't have theirs. They were not used to carrying a pass.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure.
MR. LEDBETTER: They took us to guard headquarters.

MR. MCDANIEL: Did they?
MR. LEDBETTER: Down at... The guard headquarters that they took us to was down at main bus station.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: And I say, "took us"... We wound up down there.

MR. MCDANIEL: Right.
MR. LEDBETTER: To a small boy who was 10 years old, that was a big experience, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: I bet it was.

MR. LEDBETTER: Now, we had just about robbed a bank. And I'm sure as soon as they looked around and said, you know, we've really got us some bad people here, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Sure, sure, exactly.

MR. LEDBETTER: Little experiences like that, you know.

MR. MCDANIEL: Oh, yeah, I'm sure. I'm sure. Well, very good. Thank you so much. I appreciate it.

MR. LEDBETTER: Well, thank you. Is that it?

MR. MCDANIEL: That's it.
MR. LEDBETTER: Ok, good-night.

MR. MCDANIEL: Good deal.

[End of Interview]
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